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TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

l 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 196J EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) 

SA DARRELL L. HAMAR 

MURKIN 

DATE: 12/1/75 

On 12/1/75 Mr~ DENNIS BATES, U.S. Parole Officer, 
Nashville, contacted the writer and advised as follows: 

ROY RICHARDSON, Belfast, Tennessee, is cur­
rently on Federal parole for bank robbery and is under 
his, BATES', supervision. At approximately 3:15 a.m., 
11/28/75 RICHARDSON called Mr. BATES at home stating he 
needed to talk to him. BATES made arrangements to meet 
RICHARDSON at the Sheraton Inn South motel, I-65, Nashville, 
Room 119. 

RICHARDSON advised BATES he had information he 
desired to trade for consideration in being removed from 
parole status. BATES advised RICHARDSON this was not 
possible and RICHARDSON then stated he would give the 
information anyway. 

RICHARDSON is described by BATES as a white 
male approximately 50 years of age and who formerly 
operated Richardson's Body Shop, Lewisburg, Tennessee, 
until his health forced him to retire. According to 
BATES, RICHARDSON has lupus, a terminal blood disease, 
and is a patient of the Veterans Administration Hospital. 

RICHARDSON advised Mr. BATES that several months 
prior to the murder of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING in Memphis 
he flew to Memphis in an airplane he had rented. He 
checked into a motel, name unrecalled but probably could 
recall additional details at a later date. RICHARDSON 
stated the motel was either the Downtowner or a motel 
across the street from the Downtowner. He had made arrange- , 
ments to be visited by a prostitute an~'{;-_i'211~1!u°4m ,~ '--

?,L,,,,~,_____,....._,1 Y -'s_,;'~;~;~ED - ~ I 
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the prostitute he heard voices from an adjoining room. 
One male voice was heard by RICHARDSON to state something 
to the effect there was plenty of money and that money 
was no problem. This same male voice was also heard to 
say something about a female named JANICE, stating that 
"JANICE" would get her money in the same manner as RAY 
would. This samewice was also heard to mention $50,000 
or $60,000 and also mention the name of KING. The same 
voice was also heard to state something about there was 
about one chance in six that someone would be caught. 

RICHARDSON stated he then left his motel room, 
and as he left he observed a white male leaving the 
adjoining room. RICHARDSON went to the motel bar, as did 
the man from the adjoining room, and he noticed this man 
kept looking at him. He recognized this man as being 
JOHN J. HOOKER. 

RICHARDSON later went to prison on bank robbery 
conviction and while in prison two attempts were made on 
his life. One of the convicts that had tried to kill 
him stated he had been paid to kill him. 

RICHARDSON stated he was released from prison 
later and after his release he received a telephone call 
fro~~a male, who told him to forget about Memphis and the 
ass~bation. He recognized this voice as being that of 
JOHN J. HOOKER. 

Since his release from prison he has had numerous 
problems, one of which included the shooting of the plate 
glass window from his body shop in Lewisburg, which indi­
cates to RICHARDSON that someone is trying to keep him 
from talking. 

Mr. BATES advised that RICHARDSON indicated 
that he possibly could furnish additional details at a later 
time, after he had an opportunity to think about the 
occurrences that happened in Memphis. Mr. BATES advised 
that RICHARDSON did not appear to have been drinking or 
to have been using narcotics at the time of his contact 
with him. 
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LEAD: 

MEMPHIS 

AT BELFAST OR LEWISBURG, TENNESSEE. ~ 

It is suggested that ROY RICHARDSON, former 1/r/1 6 
operator of Richardson's Body Shop, Lewisburg, Tennessee, olJ 
be interviewed for complete details of information he vfv 
furnished to U.S. Parole Officer DENNIS BATES. 

3 
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In Reply, Plewe Refer to 

File No. 

UNITED STATES lJEl'ARTJ\JENT OF JUSTlCE 

Re: 

FEDEUAL BUHEAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Cincinnati, Ohio 
December 2,· 1975 

JAMES EARL RAY 

I' 

On December 1, 1975, Grace Keller, Chief Deputy 
Clerk, United States Court of Appeals, Sixth Circuit, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, advised an employee of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, (FBI), that the following 
additional entries were recorded on Docket Number 
75-1795: 

November 21, 1975 

November 21, 1975 

November 24, 1975 

Motion of Appellee for 
delayed filing of brief 
(Granted) 

Eight copies of Brief 
for Appellee, with 
proof of service 

Eight copies of Appendix 

This document'~ontains neither 
reoommendations nor conclusions of the 
FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is.loaned to your agen9y; it 
and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 

- l* -

DEC R 1975 
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12/2/75 

'1'0 t D!JmC'lOR, nI (44-58tl) 

ft\CM t SAC, ~1 (U7-l89l) (P) 

~- MU'JUa)l 

a. Cl alnel 41&1 LBM t.o -the Btlrea. ll/4/15. 

Bnoloee4 ._ the~ .-e e1x eopJ.u d an 
Lat eaptJ.oned "JAHU D:RI. Mr. Bnol••• for n11 'l'bi• 
•• bfO caplu ., the ..... LBM. 

lafofflaatioa ~ ill the encloael U9t waa 
~ ~ ~ at. tlle U. a. c.rt Gt Appeal$, 
s1ab Chad~, ~. ~. i,y, • 1'>Wimfl' a. 
VOG&. . 

CinannaU will~~. w.ttil thlt 
v. s. o.u:t of JW,eala in t.b1s •tt.er. 

t-Bu-, ... 6) . . . !J 
-~ (44-l.987) (-.. 2)--v4 
-~i 

Dmrta:IJh 
(41) 

DEC 8 1975 
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FD-36 (Rev, 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 12/9 /7 5 

Transmit the following in ----------------,--,----------; 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRTEL Via _________ _ AIR MAIL 
(Priority) I 

-------------------------------------------------L-------

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-3886) 

FROM: SAC, BUFFALO (44-374) (C) 

MURKIN 

Re Buffal~ nitel dated ii/28/75 relating to 
newspaper publicity, etc., at Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
concerning efforts to reopen investigation of Dr. KING's 
death in the,,):11ited States. Re nitel reflected that one 
HAROLD, Kif>:K of Toronto :·ms to be interviewed by the 

·""M~e'iiopo:fitan Toronto Police Department (MTPD), Toronto 
since he reportedly had information relating to a former 
cellmate at Mimico Co~ctional Instit~, identified as 

¼-~~;i~tQf~~nhi~~R~~~~~d·!~~, ~i~~;ws~!P~~t~~bt~cr~~ erenced 
reportedly could testify as to his participation in the 
plot to assassinate Dr. KING. 

On 12/3/75, Staff Sgt. GERALD A. STEVENSON, 
Homicide Squad, 1,ITPD, advised he had been responsible 
for an investigation in Toronto which led to HAROLD KIRK's 
subsequent incarceration at Mimico and that KIRK, probably 
because he remembe::r.-ed STEVENSON' s na.me called the Homicide 
Squad at approximately 3: 15 pem. on 11/28/75 at ·which time 

.';• · .. · ... ~t-,·b!?{n ~:-~_I:~-~•~:~~ tq __ th:e: .J(:I·:\;q\'.:B~~PP.~P-~T.- ._R1.;91=:1-f._i ~~: ,.~pq :. a~~~.~- .:_.,, 
. · .... :••·•.,.. ·-·.;-• -~-~• ... ·•·:.':' ....... ~.,,. ..... , .... ·.~ ~ ...... ,, .... .,:; ",• ., . . ~ .. 

.. · '·· . Sgt. 'STEVENSON advfsed· "that. he inter.r:i.e'\;,ed. KIRK .......... 

later on that afternoon at Himico and that he apparently 
intended to impress STEVENSON with his importance due to 
~~ s fPP"I!~r _a$.s:oc_~a~\o.~ }:J:i~h _CL.~f:FQ;Rp__ .Ji ... _.ANDRJ;:W_S ... L/t/-/9&o/)J7'(,: ~-

Ci>-- Bureau (AM) ~ --;;;;,,t '? 
1 - Buffalo 
r,,.7Jc·: cclm 

'. .··.:, (3) 
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BU 44-374 

STEVENSON characterized KIRK as a prolific check passer 
in the past and a "con man". KIRK claimed that he first 
met ANDREWS while in the hospital ward at Mimico in 
July, 1975 at which time he made various statements, exact 
details unrecalled, relating to the KING assassination. 
It was not until KIRK read the newspaper publicity re 
ANDREWS on 11/28/75 that he felt that there might be 
some substance to ANDREWS claim to have some knowledge of 
the alleged plot to assassinate Dr. KING. 

KIRK recalled that ANDREWS had told him he was in 
need of money to return to the United States and that he 
had also .a.sk~q KIRK regarding the loc.aq .. on o~ .. an individual· . 

. in Toronto from whom he might obtain money. KIRK had 
no knowledge if ANDREWS had been·successful in contacting 
this person in Toronto following ANDREWS release from Mimico. 

Summing up the contact with KIRK, Staff Sgt. STEVENSON 
was of the opinion that he, KIRK, had nothing positive· to 
furnish relating to an alleged assassination plot based on 
conversations he had with ANDREWS previously. 

As previously reported in referenced nitel, ANDREWS 
reportedly was released from Mimico on 9/30/75. In this 
regard, Inspector GEORGE SELLAR (NA), Homicide Squad, MTPD, 
T~ronto, advised 12/9/75 as follows: 

The 12/5/7 5 .edition of the "Toronto Star," a 
Toronto daily newspaper, containe.d an article captioned, 
"Cited in King Case, Jailed Canadian Says He Knows Nothing," 
and was datelined Calgary, Alberta. This article made 
reference to Ai~DREWS, identifying him as CLIFFORD HOL1'1ES 

, , :· . .... ~ .. ,·~· ., .· .• ANQ~~dp,, • ;f Rl:'.l;U~:rJy~ .. -0.f .J;h~--::S.ov.t:17-amp.ta_n_ -:-, l?or.t,- .Elgi:µ_. ,a,r.ea-... o.f: ,,, .. .-· = .:- · -y.·· -·,:..: · ( .. · 
'··:··. ·: · .. •. Ont0rio-,. as pr'esently_ be_ing incarcerated. -for a three .month 
-, · · ··.• · · ' period at ·the· Calgary Correctional· Institute·~ after· being • .. · · ·. · · :·::. 

· ., ·· ·- ., .. cohvicted of car theft •. 'Reportedly~ -· the in.'st.itute' s. warden, 
-identified as TERENCE DOWNIE, was quoted in the article as 
saying ANDREWS told him that he did not know anything about 
the assassination.of Dr. KING and further. .. that-he. did.not ......... . 

···wisti.-1:·o, be lnt.erviewe<l ·Bf anyone ·concerning it.· . . · ·• 

· .. ~- ... • . . . . 
. ·.:.:_j• . •' •. .. • .. ~ . · .... 

. ".·._:·· ·:•\\ ·: .· ...... 

·-.-::--- .,· , ..... · .. ·, .. ,. , .... '. _-.· ... · . .-· ... : ... _·_.,2,·-·· ._-:·-.•. · ... ,··.·'.·, .. ., •":.-·· ·:.• .... ,.,:,,._.• ··:: 
. . ' 

~ =·.: -~: !:: • .,-!.~,.~.i .. (\~!· • -..\_f":. ,.:::·!;,_:> t;..\ :i: ~f;· ·-~~ !:~~ ~!'. _,..,:,.~•>;. .-~\;:·· ... ·-:., =-~-: ,t~i-::. -~: .. ·• -\~·~ :~:.:~: .. ~::·>,/.;.1_.-~!~--~- ~:::;. .-:. .. ~~;·f•/\'1\:. :..,:~ -;-1, -:~-~~--.. :~::•.;.: .. .t .:-.~_:·:1~{ .... :•--,t.~ .:'~·:.~-.. i ~·~·~:. ;/-~ _; .... ;'~~-~~: -~?-. ~ 
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An additional article regarding this matter 
appeared in the 12/6/75 edition of the "Toronto Star, 11 

wherein the ,;.;rarden of Calgary said that ANDREWS actually 
was serving only one month ::.n prison there and that it 
was expected he would be released around 12/10/75. This 
article, along with other things, pointed out that prison 
records, not further identified, revealed that ANDREWS was 
in jail in Sudbury, Ontario, on the day that Dr. Ml'-1.RTIN 
LUTHER KING was assassinated in April, 1968. 

No further action being taken. 

.. . . .. .. Copies of this co~uniG,ation, as well as 
referenced Buffalo .nitel, being furnished to Memphis 
(office of origin) by routing slip for· inclusion their 
file. 

. . . . 
• • ,. ••,·. ~ . . •• _.• ~ . ! . .. . .: -: . .. . ,•.· ·:. _. :r.. . .. 

.. • ... : •--.... ,. 

~~.- .,.,; .. >. ~- ................ ,:,.• .••..•.•. -. ··•,l.•> .... , •• , ... ~ ••• 

.. :·.. ··• --~ ... 

... 
,• 

.. _ ... -··· ,''•. -·· ... .,. 
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NR003 BU PLAIN 

10:20Pf1 NITEL NOV. 28, 1975 DMB 

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM BUFFALO (44-374) (P) 

i1URKIN 

NEWSPAPER PUBLICITY, ~ORONTO, ONTARIO, CANADA, NOV. 28, 1975 

REFERRED TO RECENT ATTEMPT ON PART OF REV. RALPH ABERNATHY AND 

OTHERS TO HAVE INVESTIGATION OF·DR. KING'S DEATH REOPENED BASED 

REPORTEDLY ON NEW EVIDENCE INCLUDING TESTif10NY OF' PERSONS KNOW­

LEDGABLE OF AN ALLEGED PLOT._ ARTICLC:S CONCE,flRATEj) ON ONE OF 
. . ' . / - ? 

THESE PERSONS ID~NTIFIED AS CLIFFORD H. ANDREWS AKA R. L. WARREN 

INASMUCH AS HE REPORTEDLY WAS CONFINED AT MlMICO CORRECTIONAL 

·. INSTITUTE AT TORONTO AND COULD TESTIFY AS TO HIS PARTICIPATION IN 
-
THE PLOT. 

PERSON CLAIMING TO BE DON GijANT, REPORTER FROM TORONT~ MORN­

ING N£WSPAPER "GLOBE AND MAIL" TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED THEIR OFFICE 

NOVEMBER 28 1 1975 INDICATING INTEREST IN ANDREWS- AND HE WAS TOLD 

_WE WO~LD ACCEPT ANY INFORMATION HE WlSHlD TO FURNISH • 

• 'f • •. • .]?~_RP~~- ~A.~~-_:.~.Ml -~g~_E_{'1pJ~. ?,~, 19!5.1 }!lSPE_C~~R~ ~~9~~-~--~E,~L}.~-~- <~-~_/,. _ _:> : . 
..... •. ,-._-~ND __ .. P·~GE- OtvE· ... ··· ,..._

1
•-····-'·-· ···-··,·.: .:,0 •. • ••••.•.•• _ , • 

/ 

I \ 

1 
! . I 

\ 

1 ..... 
\ 

.· · #---11t 7JJ-1K-4~ 
..,,,.,, 1· l 

~~ I 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



BU 44-374 

PAGE TWO 

/ 

-t} 
HO PlI CIDE SQUAD, METORPOL IT AN TORONTO POLI CE DEPART NENT , (i•iTPD) 

TORONTO, MAKING REFERENCE TO TORONTO PuaLIClTY, ADVISED HIS SQUAD 
,,/ 

HAD RECEIVED CALL FROM ONE HAROLD KIRK, KNOWN TO MTPD AS 
ttt.:,,...,. .. .-,a-w a! ~ 

"CON-MAN", WHO REQUESTED INTERVIEW BY MTPD CLAIMING HE WAS FORMER 

CELLMATE OF ANDREWS. SELLAR WAS TOLD BUFFALO HAD NO INVESTIGATIVE 

INTEREST IN ANDREWS .AT THIS TIME BUT WOULD APPRECIATE ANY INFOR­

MATION BELIEVED SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPED AS RESULT OF KIRK INTERVIEW. 

SELLAR STATED INQUIRY AT MIMICO HAD DETER~INED ANDREWS RE­

LEASED FROM THERE SEPTEMBER 30, 1975 AND PRESENT WHEREABOUTS ~NKNOWN; 

FURTHER THAT FBI REPORTEDLY HAD BEEN I~ CONTACT WITH MINISTER 

OF 1CORRECTIONS FOR ONTARIO PROVINCE RE THIS MATTER. 

LEGAT, OTTAWA, NEGATIVE RE THIS. 

BUFFALO WILL FOLLOW RESULTS Of KIRK INTERVIEWM 

. ABO VE FOR I NFORNAT ION. 

BUREAU ADVISE LEGAT, OTTAWA., 

. . . 
• ·,:··.:·······:r~AH•-'"is·1HQ -AC-K ·Foi:roi-JE~:-, ·: -~ :.· .·:': ·. •. ·1 

WA CLR 

: 

. l 
l 
! 

l 
. . ' . . ' .....• ! ' 

... 

....... ,,· 

/ 

INQUIRY VIA 

• • 11. • . ·, ..... •' .; • 

. . . . . .. , .. 

... _ .. 

. :. 

.,. -•s. •••• •• ~ • •,• ~. •.~• • ~ "'"' ••.: ·:,.~.-, ~ •• • •; •"'. ·••?•',-r;i,• •:• • • •.• ••••.•••·•• _'• 

·":"; t."":'.·:;"J,r . .) ;;. ,,;;,;-;.: :,·,,;i.•: ':..;,:i, :i:.. ·:~,·-v ... '::-:·:,.;"';,,.;,}_·:,~;; ·.;, :,. ·,.,_ .... .:.~-'~';"''-~: .-.~·-•:; ....... 1..;~• -~ ;·.;;,..:~--··~---.;~~:;..,,:-_;.:~~:~~~~:, ~~-.;~-~;:~ .... ;,<.: , .. ~· ;.:-.~:-:; :-:;_~~.,: ... : ~•-'.~t ;:,;./~._;a 
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12/11/75 

TOt DIUCTOll, l1II (,tt-ltHl) 

SM:. ID Oltt.ZYS (15?-10611) (DC) 

WUDI-_Lj --1 
I' 77··· 
/ 

Be ~ au-tel t.e tiltt ....... 12/U/75. 

Pe laf...ad.N of M1npl!Jlat nf ........ ~l acl 
um f~ iatenaadea hell a ~ ..... , ld.'tll ._ 
ianff1d.eat: id....U.. aaa ..__ neei• te •'tU11e 
Nliai.Uity,, that jadiNted ·tJla't MUD' LftBI. UJIG'• -•l.mtticffl VM "Ji_. •• _, ftMX LODft (pluN.Mlrtle) • • .......... 1, f.i.pawe ta._ ari..11 

nAIIX ~-•• ~ ia tida aau.. vu 
......... 1:, ._i...._. ....._. la -~ to ._ ..-1 ... , .,,., ••• 
~ w ... t1oa .... :1,,.. • -.,,,,,. ,.- JOB He rma, 
a ••are aale,- na14i,c at a..te •• lea 111&. lwnill•• T-•-• Ga '4/'t/Se.,, IIC l'Dm pielted up nppliu fe llia 
......,, a'tOJ.lle «t LLIL ~ CllaJMFt llff lee'tt ft., lllellplda, 
.,___ .U. u...,, lie ,_.. ........ • wld.te 11111• u 
1:1M t:elepbGne ..,,. -nu a. •• an tile ~ _. pt: tile 
je d.eae. YMt will pt yow ts.111.• TJaat t••• 1cte:P ..U 
oa tile _....# --•t: - __.. lo w 1w bl.eana aad. pt. your 
.... ,. 'fwJmoway..,_..,._. 

UAL PN-- C11-,•y w :t-4 ta M epenttd t,y JABS 
VJU.IMI LAmB _. FMB CUIILLA Ltaal'O. nAR LDDTG W a 
... t: ... , TOl'f, 1a - ....... 
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JIO 157-18118 
CBAsp4 

n. .. i• no ,_'t~ lea'tallNB't in lfew Or-1•-· 
new Orl.eaa ulapMM M'4 eltv ~•• •- 0.1 .... n 
ONR .....,. •• aa4 ea-,uota4 eiven' u..-.. te. 'tM ltaw 
of LtlMd.aiana .,. .. _. 19 tM i.d.81-a S't&'h Poll•• all fd.lecl 
te NflM't tile - PMB LJDITO. 

Jfw 0.)4_. is net ~ MY f~ 
b•trtia&-titm in tilb -~• VACI. 
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FD-350 (Ho~. 7-16-63) 

(Mount Clipping in Spoc,-i Below) 

I 

F·torn Th::-Co·Yrn,,::-:-cl;.31 P-.p~:o! 
. Jar:ks':!n, TEnr)., Bureau 

,JACKSON, Tenn.. -- A request from 
CBS, Irie. (ColumiJia Brc,adcc1stin<:; ~:ys .. 
teIJI\ fnr rienn1ssion to test b:t~li.stic~; evi­
dence iil the ,fames E2rl 
taken under cdvisen1-2nt by tbe 
Tennc:::-see Cou1t of Criii!1n·_d Appc:-.is. 

1-Iowcver, ~or11e of the c:1urt 
judge.'.~ expressed r~scTvations over tf1eir· 
authority to decide tl>~ L~fL1.'8 and a.skc~d 
aitoJT,eys to submit br:2fo 01., whcth:,r the 
CBS rcquc:~t \ras fi!ed in f1;; proper CDUrt 
in the first pl<1Ce, r:nd 1 '.\'~Jcthe:r the i~.011c 

· is propr;rly und0r Ct")nsidfT(:,Cic1n by t}1e 
court of criniinal appeals. ,~ - -u-,F-- .. 

CBS. v. an~s 1 o exam\ni2 _c:.'.1d photof;ti~ph 
the ev.1dence for ,<:.t ~·p1~'\1i ~-1 1:n ~-'"1 
th? ast.as.:.:i;:,0.lion c{ Dr 
I-Cing j:--., -,.,,hich the neL•,v,,rk hor,es to tcle­
vise J,m. 6. 

Ray· .P1t?2_!1rd f?.l __ lJity to r•<ir(!er_ ~t<1rr,cs 
stemn1F1g 1 turn I\1ng\ deznu. and 1s c;crv• 
ing a 99~rcar SiSnt~ ;1:::r~ in the :1tate 
pcnitcntia·:~~/, }Io~•.:t;\,c.:~\ he. l\:::s sirict~ rew 
pudiatri:i his confr~si0n of guilt. J{e ~Bid 
he is in,JCc;,Ht but ti,;it he pieE:ded gL:i!ty 
under prr::sure fror.1 hi~: Ici.tiycrs. 

Ray·'s .1ppeal for a ne\v tri~d is p211ding 
bef~r? tl!c SLlh U.S. Circuit Cm1rt of /ip­
J)C31S El C1~v~:nn'.'.it1. 

1--Iis atto.r1icys did not attt·nJ 1\1ondav's 
hE:arintf in 1 h.e .state's crin1inal ri~rc-:I:lh; 
court, but s:1b1niaed i.;d::!'s o;,poc;ing any_ 
scientifa; e:,aminati'Jn of t:ie e,0idem>~ bv ms. • _____ ...,, · 

CBS 2.tturncy Ne-,'.ion P. All>:'il of hkm­
l'his aq.;ucd I\fonda; that !he netw0rk 
s110;,1Id b~ able to test the evidet1ee -- a 
,virH10\V silt a rifle} a bu!l~:t fakeo. froi:1 
1.:;l~~_g1

s body and unspent cRrtridgcs ~n1d 
bullets - because the item:; arn public 
records. 

He ,il,:o said Hwt a scientific ;:,n:.Jysis is 
the only ''rncaningfu!'1 exarninlion thut 
could be co;:~ducted of such cYidcnce. 

A.Hen Dlso argued that f}~c .Fir:;t Anii~tHJ .. 
n1ent rig!!t to f reedorn nf the press i::'X~ 
tendt, to news~g~~therit1g fur:cti~.,ns as V,'fi.i 
as actual l'Ul'!ication of i;1form2.tion. 

T!1e appti:~s cou1-t --- P"ti2~ idir~ 
Jud:.fc ).111k A. \Valker, lJ!1~~::a.n :.~Dd 
,Tohn A. l\'.itchd.l --- (:;prr;sicci ccnccr;1 
th;it if t:"'2 t:vi~lencc is OfH.'D~d to 2x0:1;i~1<1 .. 
ticn l\'\T en.'--; ther~ v·ili L'~ ? ~;_1r1_r.,, ... ,lr,_, --~ 
othr ~=-~~-P-~~:~:~;1s i1,t,cr~'.si. cd~ i~1 ·, (i~{;;g-· ti{~ 
sarr:c: tbing. 

"Every 11ut 1n the v1orld VlCiLdc!. be here 
\Vith his exp:~:rt/' .Iu(1ge Duncan said. 

William lfayne'., a.:1 a,;siEta:r1 ,1lton1ey 
genf~ralJ s\1id in o~-irosition to CBS; rct.=lU~st 
that the sli,te has a dn!v to protect tne 
e.vic'.er..ce frorn dcstrL:ctio1~1 or }i:1nn, fs;,e~ 
ci2.llv in a cr~r1E. ~~uch as this \;rhc-re the 
material may be needed foe a new trial. 

"St::i.te courts ha\' 1= a real dutv to protect 
ei.ridE:nce frorn a zt:alous presr.5," 1-Iaynes 
said, · · • 

He said thr n:::l\-vnrk aJready !u:; be:tn 
,1llowed to view all the nconls ia the 
case, jnciudinf!. tb~.: b,JllisLcs t111d 

i1~!\/}!s~~~~~t~~:r~;;;,~~~\;~ ~;r,~/~;:·~~~:e~~ 
lillcctly ezn 1r,1ncd C\ti1.!ence in a crhr:ir.2.l 
tried. 

Allei.1 said the c·~cr'.ninzttion \vnuJd be 
cn--,-~1J1rt,')d bu (i~~ ~-,rr1p e·-.:" ... J,:'lrt \''l"O t---.:.:re 4 r;j~~e::c; jq :t.1;~/--J~.;;~;.~1i i:~~;1ed~i ! c.~·);~,;;·i~ 
natiun casr. for en~. F[r said th2~ exarr~in~ ... 
ti0n \VO]ld jqr.:c1re no chernic0.JS, hljt 
\\·ould con~ist t:f ::i rilicroscopi~: cxa;~lind-

ti,}:1~;~:~~t1tr;i;~at].1:~tc1s ucen in',e1,,ified 
in recent 'Ycc!.<:s Rfrcr disclosurc5 t.h;~t H·,e 
Federrtl Bn rca:.i of Jnvestigaticm ~~•-~ni fake 
letters to r:tng urgi11~; that he con:rrtit ,sui• 
cide. I{i:!g's \•,·;cfr1v:J I•.-frs. Corttta l(i:1[;, 
hrs called for a ru~· .. r inve~th-yation of" h1.:t 
husb,,r1d's ds',1th b~uuse of tl_;,, :.2.<1.::'J~,d,is­
c}osures. 

(Indicate page' name of 
newspaper, city and statec) 

PAGE 15 

Date: D c~. q 1915 
Ed.Hion: J 
Author: 

Editor: }JICIL\EL GEEIJL 
Title: 

<./oJ - I<1~1-&b 
Classification: 

S~bmittinq Office: }L~~-IPfIIS 

D Se,lng lnvestlgat"::l 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



CRIMINAL CONVICTIONS 
(AND RELATED INFORMA T/ON) 

NAME IS 1 CLIFFORD HOLMES ANDREWS 

DATE AND PLACE OF 

scr- ◄ TENcE 
CHARGE 

CURRENT OUTSTANDING C ARGE S 

IDENTIFICATION SERVICES 
ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE 

OTTAWA,CANADA 

F p S No, 75538A 

DISPOSITION 

19-· - AUG. 19 
FI,.-c:RPRINTED BY 

PF PoRT ELGIN, ONT 

FALSE ~RETENCES Sec~321 cc No DISPOSITION 

: 1, 

e THIS 15 A SUMMARY OF INFORMATION SUBMITTED BY LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES, ALL CONVICTIONS ARE 
SUPP<i"RTEQ BY FINGERPRINTS, DISTRIBUTION 15 RE 5 TR IC TEO TO AUTHORIZED AGENCIES, 
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SUMMARY OF POLICE 
(NOT INTENDED FOR SENT! 

FPS No, 75538A 

DATE, PLACE 

CHARGE AND D POSITION 

I 
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CRIMINAL CONVICTIONS 
(ANO RELATED INFORMA T/ON) 

NAME iSI CLIFFORD HOLMES ANDRE\-JS 

l DATE AND PLACE OF 

SENTENCE 

1965 - OCT. 1 
To 0 0NTO, ONT. 

1967 - MAR. 10 

1967 SEPT. 26 
SUDBURY, ONT. 

196~ - MAR. 11 
SuD□URY ,;' ONT. 

1968 MAR: 11 

1970 Nov. 6 
TORONTO, ONT. 

1°10 - Dec. 2 
t . ( L TON, ONT• 

1971 - MAY 28 

1974 - SEPT. 4 
·,\-11 L TON1 ONT• 

1974 - DEC. 16 
0

0\JEN SOUND, ONT. 

CHARGE 

(1) FRAUD (2 CHGS.) 

(2) FRAUD (2 CHGS.) 

COMMON ASSAULT, Sec. 231 (1) cc 
(3 CHGS.) 

AssAULT C.B.H., Sec. 231 (2) CC 

PAROLE VIOLATOR 

UTTERING (2 CHGS.) 

(1) FRAUD (4 CHGS.) 
(2) Poss. OF STOLEN PROPERTY 

UNDER $50. 

EXTORTION SEC.305(1) cc 

(1) FRAUD SY ACCOMMODATION SEC. 
322(1) cc 

(2) FALSE PRETENCES Sec.320(1) cc 
(5 CHGS.) 

IDENTIFICATION SERVICES 
ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE 

OTTAWA,CANADA 

FPS Ho, 75538A 

DISPOSITION 

(1) 2 YRS. ON EACH CHG. CONC. 

(2) 2 YRS. ON EACH CHG. CONC. BUT 
CONSEC. TO #1 

PAROLED 

FINED $50. IID 10 DAYS ON EACH 
CHG. CONSEC. 

30 DAYS 

RECOMMITTED 

9 MOS. ON EACH CHG. CONC. 

(1) 16 MOS ■ ON EACH CHG. CONC. 
(2) 3 MOS. CONC. 

PAROLED 

1 YR. 

(1) 6 MOS. CONSEC. TO SENT. 
SERVING 

(2) 6 MOS. ON EACH CHG. CONC. & 
CONC. TO #1 

e THIS IS A SUMMARY OF' INF'ORMATION SUBMITTED BY LAW ENF'ORCEMENT AGENCIES, ALL CONVICTIONS ARE 
SU?PORTED BY FINGERPRINTS, DISTRIBUTION 15 RESTRICT E O TO AUTHORIZED AGENCIES, 

C•4u0' (4/741 

SUMMARY OF POLIC: 
(NOT INTENDED FOR SENi 

FPS Ho, 75538A 

DATE,PLACE 

CHARGE AND DISPOSITION 

1963 AUG 29 8RACEBRIDGE ONT 
OBTAINING FOOD & LODGING BY FRAUD­
\-JITHDRAl:JN 

1965 OCT 1 TORONTO ONT 
FRAUD (3 CHGS.), ATT. FRAUD AL 
DISMISSED 

; 1970· Nov 6 TORONTO ONT 
; FORGERY (2 CHGS.), Poss OF 
; REVENUE PAPER, THEFT OVER $50,, 
0

• Poss OF STOLEN PROPERTY OVER $50, 
~ ALL O I SMI SSED 
0 .. 
a: 

~ 1970 Dec 2 HAMILTON ONT .. 
~ ABSCOND BAIL, THEFT OVER $50. -
~ WI THDRA\,JN 
z ., 
1/l 

a: 
0 .. .. 
a: 
:, 
0 
u 
z 
0 .., 
1/l 
::, 

z ., 
:t 
3: 
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B W·11· (' ,.. y 1 . iam ,:::8.Ure 

WASHINGON. Nov. 19-0n OcL 10, 
HJ63, the 1 li,,n-Attorney Genera! of the 
United States put his personal signa­
tu,e on a document that launched and 
ieg1timatized one of the most horren-

,. dous abuses of Federal police power in 
this century. 

In Senator Frank Churd1's sulJcom• 
mittee hearing room this week, the 
authorized wiretapping and suhsc­
quent unauthorized bugging and at­
tempted blackmailing of Martin Luther 
Xing Jr. is being gingerly examined, 
with the "investigation" conducted in 
such a way as not to unduly ern­
bari-ass officials of the Kennedy or 
.iohnson Administrations. 

With great care, the committee has 
focused on the F.B.I. Yesterday, when• 
the committee counsel f:rst set forth 
the result of shuffling through press 
clips, it seemed as if no Justice De• 
partment had existed in 1962: todav • 
an F.B.I. witness pointed out· that it 
was Robert Kennedv who authorized 
the wiretap of Dr. King, and that "the 
President of the United Staies and the 
Attorney Genera.I specificaily discussed 
tlielr coi,cem of Communist influence 
with Dr, Kii,g!' 

But the Church committee showed 
no zest for getting further to the Ken­
nedy root of this 11recedent to \ls/ater­
gate eav1.;sdropping. If Sens.tor Church 
were willing to let the chips fall where 
they may, he would call some knowl­
edgeable witnesses into the J;lare of 
the camera lights and ask fae;, some 
questions that have gone unasked for 

. thirteen years. 
For example, he could call Nicholas 

Katzenbach, Attorney General Ken­
nedy's deputy and successor, and ask 
what he knows of tbe Kennedv de­
cision to wir.ctap Dr. King. Wl10 at 
Justice concurred in the recommenda­
tion? How does the F.B.L know the 1 
President was consulted or informed? 

After Mr. Katzenbach assumed of• 
fice, and the wi:rc.tapplng continued, . 
lie was toid by an1;ry newsmen that 1 

the F.B.J. was !eak:ig scurrilous in­
formation about Dr. King. Why did he 
wait for four P1onths, and for a thou­
sand telephonic interceptions, to dis, 
continue the officially apprn?ed tap? 

Of course, this sort of testimonv 
would erode Sen,itor Church's politic;l 
base. That is wlw we do not see for­
mer Assistant F:B.r. director Cartlvi. 
(Dcke) Deloach, Lyndon Johnson's 
·personal contact with the F.B.I. in the 
w:tncss chair. What did President 
Johnson know about the character­
assassination plot and v.,hen did he 
!:::101.-v it? \Vh.?.t conver::;ation;i tooi: 
piacr ber,\veen l\,1r. Drloach and Pi c~i•• 
d .•nl John,on nn the rapping of Dr. 
JCng, or ;,ho•JI the use of the F.BJ. in 
,<'·V (,ther intr;..1sions into the lives of 
?<: 1U),' ;L...figurcs? 

-··· 
ff ;c>,Ier-

The committee is not asking embar­
rassing questions even when answers 
are readily available. A couple of 
weeks ago, at an open hearing, a.n 
F.B.I. man inadvertently started to 
blurt out an episode about newsmen 
who were wcritapping in 1962 witb: ' ., 
tne apparent knowlectge of AttorneJr 
Generai Kennedy. The too-wiliing wit:1 
ness was promptly shooshed into sl: 
lencc, and told that such tnformatiorl 
wouid be develoned onlv in executive 
session. Nobodv· raised· an evebrow. 

That pattern ·ot containment by the 
Church committee is vividly shown by 
the handling of the huggings at the 
1964 Republican and Democratic con-

ESSAY 

ventions which ,vere ordered by Lyn­
don Johnson. Such Invasions of politi­
cal headquarters were worse than the 
crime committed at Watergate, since 
they involved the use of the F.B.I., 
but the Church investigators ~eem to 
oe determined not to probe too deeply. 

If F.B.I. documents sav that renorts 
we,re made to specific Johnson ~ides, 
why are those men not given the 
same opportunity to publicly teil tbeir 
story so avidly given the next Presi­
dent's men? If Lyndon Johnson com­
mitted this impeachable high crime of 
using the F.B.I. to spy on poiiticai 
opponents, who can be brought for­
ward to tell us all about it? 

But that would cause embarrass­
ment to Democrats, and Senator J 
Church wants to embarrass profes­
sional employees of investigatory 
agencies only. A new sense of Con­
gressional decorum exists, far from 
the sense of outrage expressed in the 
Senate \Vatergate committee's hear­
ing room. When it is revealed that the 
management of NBC News gave press 
credentials to L.B.J.'s spies at the 1964 
convention, everybody blushes demure-1 
ly--anct no~;ody demands to know: 
which ne~work executive made what: 
decision under what pressure. ; 

I h,.ve been haranguing p2tient'~ 
readers fo,· ye;irs about the double 
standard applied to Democratic and · 
Republican political crimes, and had 
hoped the day v.:ould come when the 
hardball precedents set by the Ken­
nedv and Johnson men ·.vould be laid 
bef~re the public in damning detail. 

Obviously, Democrat Frank Church 
is not the man to do ;1. His .iov:!­
shaking indignation is ai! to:) ;;,.,:rc­
tive; the traH of high-level responsi­
bility for the crimes committed against 
Dr. Kiny~ ~nd others is ~vidently g;}ing 
to he allowed to cool. 

Pitv. Yo:/d think that after aH the 
natio;~ has been tiirough in the past 
fe\V :yearst nur p;J!iticaI leader'-; VVOLlld 

\1ave. learned ~ ti,1t the orH~ thL:1g that 
brlngs you do\vn is the act of c:;ver .. 
tng vp. •'fl'--~" 

THE NEW YORK TIMES 
'l'HURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20th,1975 
PAGE C-41 
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NR006 CE PLAIN 

10: 10PM NITEL JANUARY s, 19 76 JDC 

TO: DIRECTOR (44-38861) 

ATLANTA (44-2386) 

EL PASO 

MEMPHIS 
~ 

FROM: CHARLOTTE (44-1365) 

MURKIN. !_.,,,,,,,.,.,- -1 ,/ 

RE ATLANTA TELETYPE TO THE DIRECTOR, DATED JANUARY 7, 1976. 

CHARLOTTE, N. C., AND MECKLENBURG COUNTY POLICE. DEPARTMENT 

RECORDS REFLECT CLAUDE DOWELL, JR•, BELMONT, -N. C., WAS 

SENTENCED MAY 16, 1949, FOR ARMED ROBBERY TO FI VE TO TEN YEARS 

IN THEN. C. STATE PENITENTIARY, RALEIGH, N. C. ON MAY 22, 

1953, POWELL ARRESTED LOCALLY FOR FAILURE TO STOP AT INTERSECTION. 

MECKLENBURG COUNTY CLERK OF COURT RECORDS REFLECT w,ENDELL 

SUTTON POWELL BORN ARRESTED AND SENTENCED AT SA~E 

TIME TO SAME TERM AS CLAUDE POWELL ON ARMED ROBBERY CHARGE. 

WENDELL SUTTON POWELL, POSSIBLY A BROTHER OF CLAUbE, HAS 

SEVERAL OTHER ARRESTS FOR OPERATING A VEHICLE WHILE UNDER THE 

INFLUENCE AND PUBLIC DRUNK, LAST BEING ARRESTED MARCH 17, 1974, 

FOR PUBLIC DRUNK. WENDELL_SUTTON POWELL RESIDED 218 EWING 

DRIVE, BELMONT, N. C., AT THAT TIME. 
• 

0
SEJ\RGHED rhiz ,,,'Y:!,~t9f'lfJ/llfl3s 

~\ ~f,P.,hl.l~FflED_~ .. I . . 
-- J!1.N 8 1976 

~ lJ/y.· ~~~ 
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PAGE TWO CE 44-1365 

NO RECORD LOCATED RE BROTHER LEON OWEN POWELL. 

ABOVE BEING SET FORTH FOR EL PASO FOR INFORMATION AS 

EL PASO HAS LEAD TO INTERVIEW CLAUDE POWELL, JR. 

CHA~LOTTE, AT BELMONT, N. c., WILL LOCATE AND INTERVIEW 

WENDELL POWELL TO DETERMINE WENDELL POWELL'S RELATIONSHIP WITH 

CLAUDE AND LEON POWELL AND IF HE IS ACQUAINTED wITH ALLEGED 

MURDER PLOT. 

END. 

JMB FBI ME CLR 
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DE ME GAGA 

.NR 001 EP PLAINT EXT 

9 :42 AM URGENT JANUARY 9, 19 75 0 XM 

TO : D I R E'C TO R ( 4 4 - 3 8 S 6 8 l) 

ATLANTA (44-2386) 

I MEMPHIS 

FROM: EL PASO (44.;.920) <P) 

MURKIN. t,fl{-/9'11 JJ,A 
///5P/// 

RE ATLANTA TELS TO EL PASO DATED JANUARY B, 1976. 

ALTHOUGH MOTEL PERSONNEL AND RECORDS FAILED TO LOCATE 

REGISTRATION FOR CLAUDE POWELL, JR., INVESTIGATION MIDLAND, TEXAS, 

JANUARY B, 1976, DETERMINED SEVERAL CONSTRUCTION WORKERS FROM 

GEORGIA RESIDING VARIOUS ROOMS SCOTTISH INN MOTEL. INQUIRY WITH 

FQRMEN AND MEMBERS OF CONSTRUCTION CREW UPON THEIR RETUR'N TO 

MOTEL LATE EVENINGJANUARY 8, 1976, DETE~MINED POWELL RESIDING 

ROOM 211 SINCS JA.NUARY 4.1/,1976 WITH THREE OTHER CONSTRUCTION WORKERS .• 
. ~~v ... 

CLAUDE POWELL, JR. INTERVIEWED EVENING JANUARY 8, 1976. 
-~~.Jit!Ma.? 111 dt.$.Cth£t, .. .,s.xa.·••· 

AT OUTSET OF INTERVIE~ POWELL DENIED HAVING CONTACT WITH ANY 

MEMBER OF HIS FAMILY OR IN PARTICULAR HIS BROTHER LEON POWELL SINCE 

DEPARTING FROM ATLANTA, GEORGIA, DECEMBER 31, 1975&. WHEN 

END PAGE ONE l/l./-l4f1juj.,r9~ 
. ~;~!··. 

' ·l,.J i ·o· \ ' •1 \.,• -,s,,,;.' < 

~· r·~~'!:'..'~. --·•-" 

. --- - --· 

1.~/~' ··' ·· C/ .. 
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EP 44-920 PAGE TWO 

_ QUEST IO NED IF HE HAD EVER BEEN OFFER A LARGE SUM OF MO NEY TO COMMIT 

A MURDER HE IMMEDtATELY VOLUNTEERED THAT HE HAD IN FACT BEEN 

OFFERED $25 ,0.00 SHORTLY BEFORE THE ACTUAL ASSASSINATION OF 

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. TO MURDER MARTIN LUTHER KING JR •• HE RELATED 

THE FOLLOW! NG: f ov1it,t, 

THREE OR FOUR wEEKshroR To THE MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING 

HE AND HIS BROTHER LEON~ERE SEATED IN A BOOTH IN PETE'S BAR ON 

MORELAND AVENUE, IN~NTA. HE RECALLED THAT A FRIEND OF HIS 

BROTHER, RAY GODFREY, A MUSICIAN A~D AN ATLANTA CITY EMPLOYEE 

JOINED THEM IN THEIR BOOTH AND ENGAGED JN CONVERSiTION ~ITH LEON. 

HE PAID NO PARTICULAR ATTENTION TO WHAT THEY WERE TALKING ABOUT. 

GODFREY LEFT THE BOOTH AND, IN APPROXIMATELY TEN TO FIFTEEN MINUTES, 

AN INDIVIDUAL·P~EVIOUSLY UNKNOWN TO HIM CAME TO THEIR BOOTH AND 

SEATED HIMSELF OPPOSITE FROM HE AND LEON. HE RECALLED THIS 

INDIVIDUAL AS BEING A WHITE MALE, APPROXIMATELY 5'8" IN HEIGHT, 

MEDIUM BUILD, APPROXIMATELY 150 POUNDS, EARLY 30~S, WELL DRESSED, 

CALM AND COLD IN MANNER AND VERY CLEAN CUT. AS THE PERSON SET 
I 

DOWN HE PLACED AN EXPENSIVE LOOKING BLACK BRIEFCASE ON THE TABLE. 

THIS INDIVIDUAL APPEARED TO BE OUT OF PLACE IN SUCH AN ESTABLISHMENT 

END PAGE TWO 
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EP 44-920 PAGE THREE 

IN VIEW OF HIS DRESS AND HE IMPRESSED POWELL AS BEING A WELL 

EDUCATED PVERSON WHO APPEAR TO BE A PROFESSIONAL TYPE, SUCH AS 

A LAWYER. HE MAY HAVE INTRODUCED HIMSELF BUT HE DOES NOT 

REMBEMBER A NAME. 

TH~ UNKNOWN PERSON ASKED HE AND LEON IF THEY WANTED TO PULL 

A JOB. HE DOES NOT REMEMBER THE EXAt!T CONVERSATION BUT HE QUEST­

TIONED THE UNKNOWN PERSON CONCERNING THE NATURE OF THE JOB AND 

HOW MUCH MONEY IT PAID. TKE UNKNOWN PERSON TOLD THEM THAT HE 

WANTED TH~M TO DO AWAY WITH SOMEONE AND WHEN QUESTIONED FURTHER 
SAID IT WAS-SOMEONE 1IMPORTANT. THE UNKNOWN PERSON THEN TOLD 

THEM HE WANTED THEM TO KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING AND WOULD PAY 

$25 ,000 NOW AND $25 , 000 WHEN THE JOB WAS DO NE. THE UNKNOWN 

PERSON THEN OPENED HIS BRIEFCASE WHICH WAS FULL OF WRAPPED 

CURRENCY, SOME OF WHICH WERE IN $100 DENOMINATION. HE STATED 

THAT HE WAS SHOCKED AND INlNTIALLY ASSUMED THAT IT WAS SOME 
SORT OF JOKE OR POSSIBLY A LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER TRYING TO 

END PAGE THREE 
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EP 44-920 PAGE FOUR 

TRICK HIM. AFTER THE UNKNOWN PE~SON MADE THE OFFER HE IGNORED 

ANY FURTHER CONVERSATION WHERE UPON THE UNKNOWN PERSON CLOSED 

HIS BRIEFCASE AND DEPARTED. 

HE HAS NEVER HAD ANY FURTHER cpiTACT NOR DID HE EVER ASCERTAIN 

THE IDENTITY OF THE UNKNOWN PERSON OR MEANS OR REASON FOR THE­

OFFER ED PAYMENT TO KILL MART IN LUTHER KI NG. HE RELATED THAT HE 

HAD GAINED A REPUTATION AS BEING A HOODLUM BECAUSE OF HIS PAST 

PRISON RECORD, PARTICIPATION IN SEVERAL FIGHTS, AND HIS HABlT OF 

CARRYING A SHOTGUN IN HIS VEHICLE. HE SAID HE FREQUENTLY 

LOANED HIS SHOTGUN TO THE BARTENDER AT PETE'S WHEN TROUBLE 

OCCURRED AT THE BAR. HE DENIED EVER RECEIVING SUCH AN OF1ER 

PRIOR TO ·THIS INCIDENT AND FURTHER DENIED ANY AFFILIATION 

WITH A WHITE HATE GROUP. HE ADMITTED THAT HE HAD MADE 

STATEMENTS, WHILE DRUNK, TO THE EFFECT THAT HE HAD NO AVERSION 

TO KILLING BLACKS ALTHOUGH HE HAD NEVER SERIOUSLY CONSIDERED 

DOING so. 

HE MENTIONED THAT HE.WAS SHO~KED AND DISMAYED TO LEARN 

APPROXIMATELY TH~EE TO FOUR WEEKS LATR THAT MARTIN LUTHER KING 

HAD BEEN MURDERED. HE SAID HE D1D NOT GO 'TO LAW ENFORCEMENT 

OFFICERS AND 1ELL THEM OF HIS CONTACT WITH THE UNKNO~N PERSON 

BECAUSE HE FELT HE MIGHT BECOOE A SUSPECT IN THE MURDER OF -
' 

MARTIN .LUTHER KING. 

END PAGE FOUR 
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EP 44-92'0 PAGE FI VE 

POWELL STATED HIS CONTACT WITH THE UNKNOWN PERSON WAS 

APPROXIMATELY FI~E MINUTES IN DURATION AND THAT HE WOULD NOT 

RECOGNIZE HIM IF HE WAS BOUGHT INTO HIS MOTEL ROOM AT THAT 

MOMENT. A FACIAL IDENTIFICATION CATALOG WAS PRESENTED TO 

POWELL AND THO ROUGHLY EXPLAINED. POWELL OBSERVED ALL ITEMS IN 

THE CATALOG AND STATED HE COULD NOT RECALL THE UNKNOWN PERSON'S 

FACIAL FEATURES AND WOULD BE UNABLE TO PROVIDE AN ARTIST CONCEPTION. 

POWELL IS DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: WHITE MALE, 6'2'', 170 LBS., 

DOB I ~ POB STEPHENS COUNTY, GEORGIA: MOTHER, HEPSIE 

POWELY,ROUTE 3, TOCCA, GEO.RGIA; FATHER DECEASED; SISTER, FLOIS 

BRYSON, ADDRESS UNKNOWN, FRANKLIN, NORTH CAROLINA; BROTHERS, 
. ~ 

LEON POWELL, ATLANTA, GEORGIA; HUBERT POWELL, ROUTE 3, TOCCA, 

GEORGIA; WENDALL POWELP," BELMONT, NORTH CAROLINA, ADDRESS 

UNKNOWN; ;D1

~~~To1F:i:-VSHANDON, GEORGIA; WIFE, ,JACKIE POWELL~ 

4163 CANBY LANE, DECATER, GEORGIA, NO TELEPHONE. 

EDUCATION _FINISHED FOURTH GRADE. EMPLOYMENT - SELFEMPLOY~D. 

OCCUPATION - DRY WALL CARPENTER. 

EL PASO AT MIDLAND, TEXAS: WILL SUBMIT FD-302. 

END 

MCP FBI MEMPHIS CLR 

Q 
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NR012 CE PL.AIN 

9:15PM NITEL JANUARY 9, 1976 JDC 

TO: DIRECTO·R (44-38861) 

ATLANTA (44--2386) 

EL PASO 

MEMPHIS 

FROM: CHARLOTTE (44-1365) (P) 

MURKIN. t(-V~- ,~?1 
RE CHARLOTfE TELETYPE DATED JANUARY B, 1975. 

0 
WENDELL SUTTON POWELL,, FOREMAN, _PHARR YARNS, INTERVIEWED 

AT HIS HOME, 218 EWING DRIVE, BELMONT, N. c •• ADVISED HIS 
o· . 

CORRESPONDENCE WITH HIS BROTHER CLAUDE POWELL, JR., IS VERX 

POOR WITH ONLY AN OCCASIONAL TELEPHONE CALL. HE LAST SAW 

CLAUDE THREE YEARS i!\GO \·JHEN THEIR MOTHER, HEPSIE POWELf', WAS 

VERY ILL IN TOCCOA, GEORGIA. WENDELL RELATED HE HAD NOT HEARD 

OF ANYONE CONTACTING HIS BROTHERS CLAUDE AND LEON AND OFFERING 

THEM MONEY TO ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER KING, AND ADVISED IF 

CLAUDE HAD SEEN $25,000 IN ONE LUMP SUM, CLAUDE WOULD HAVE TOLD 

OTHERS ABOUT IT. HE SAID CLAUDE USED TO DRINk A LOT AND TALK 

GLIBLY WHEN IN A DRUNKEN CONDITION UNTIL A DOCTOR TOLD HIM TO 

RESTRICT HIS INTAKE OF ALCOHOL FOLLOWING AN ACCIDENT. 

I 

POWEL( SAID HE DID NOT BELIEVE CLAUDE.AND LEON HAD THE 

1~ir.1tt-~!"~! 
srn:.,.u~riLrn ~ j 

. I · . '"' D 18?5 I 
~ /y~'~'~ 
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CE 44-1365 

CAPACITY TO ASSASSINATE KING. CLAUDE GOT NICKNAME "SHOTGUN" 

SEVERAL YEARS AGO WHEN A SHOTGUN WAS TAKEN FROM HIM BY A 

POLICEMAN AFTER CLAUDE WAS STOPPED FOR DRIVING WHILE 

INTOXICATED. WENDELL SAID NEITHER HE NOR MEMBERS OF HIS 

FAMILY LIKED KING. WENDELL SAID K1NG STIRRED UP TROUBLE 
i 

'WHEREVER HE WENT AND HE AND MEMBERS OF HIS FAMILY DID NOT 

BELIEVE IN TROUBLE. WENDELL BELIEVED KING BECAME A MARTYR TO 

HIS PEOPLE BY BEING ASSASSINATED WHICH MIGHT NOT HAVE 

OCCURRED HAD HE LIVED. WENDELL STATED IN ADD~TION TO BEING 

INCARCERATED BY THEN. C. PRISON AUTHORITIES, HE HAD 

SERVED TIME AS A JUVENILE AT BOYS TOWN OF GEORGIA LOCATED 

BETWEEN ATHENS AND MACON, GA. WENDELL SAID NEITHER HE NOR 

MEMBERS OF HIS FAMILY KNOW ANYT~ING ABOUT JAMES EARL RAY 

OTHER THAN WHAT THEY HAVE READ IN NEWSPAPERS, TO ~IS KNOWLEDGE. 

NO MEMBERS OF HIS FAMILY ARE KNOWN TO BE PRESENT OR FORMER 

MEMBERS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN OR OTHER EXTREMIST ORGANIZATIONS. 

WENDELL POWELL SAID HE HAS THREE BROTHERS, CLAUDE JR., 

LEON, AND EDWARD, WHO RESIDED IN ATLANTA, GA., HE BELIEVED, 
'() 

PLACE NOT KNOWN, AND ONE SISTER, FLOYCE BRYSON <WIFE OF JOHN 
-·· ·--"'" ..... ----··,.···••·"···•·-····--·~ ---· .... --
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PAGE r:;~cE 44-1365 

BRYSON), FRANKLIN, N. C., AND A MOTHER HEPSIE AND A BROTHER 

HUBERT, WHO LIVE SlDE BY SIDE IN TACCOA, GA. 

ATLANTA WILL, IF NOT ALREADY bONE, ATTEMPT TO LOCATE AND 

INTERVIEW EDWARD POWELL, ATLANTA, AND HEPSIE AND HUBERT 

POW ELL , TO C CO A , GA. 

CHARLOTTE WILL CONTACT FLOYCE BRYSON, SISTER, FRANKLIN, 

N. C. 

TELETYPE BEING FURNISHED EL PASO FOR INFORMATION SINCE 

EL PASO CONDUCTING ACTIVE INVESTIGATION IN THIS MATTER. 

END. 

JMB FBI ME CLR 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74) 

FBI 

Date: JANUARY 7, 1976 
Transmit the following in --------------,-----------1 

(Type in plaintext or code) 
I 

I 

Via ___ _.LJTE .... L ..... E_._TY._.__P....._E __ -----~--=UR.,...G__,EN~I-------1 
(Precedence) I 

I --------------------------------------------------- -

TO: BUREAU (44-38861) 

EL PASO 

CHARLOTTE 

MEMPHIS 

FROM: ATLANTA (44-2386) (P) 

MURKIN. 

RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO ATLANTA DATED JANUARY 6, 1976. 
~IA IIIIIA1tl,-,"' 

FOR INFORMATION OF EL PAS°'4 ON JANUARY 4, 1976, LEON OWEN 

POWELL, WHITE MALE, ADVISED ATLANTA OFFICE THAT :rouRING LATE 

OCTOBER OR EARLY NOVEMBER, 1967, HE AND HIS BROTHER CLAUDE 

POWELL, JR., AKA, 11 SHOTGUN 11 POWELL, WHITE MALE, WERE IN PtTE'S 

BAR, ON MORELAND AVENUE, IN ATLANTA, GEORGIA, WHEN APPROACHED 

BY MUTUAL FRIEND, NAMED RAY GODFREY, WHITE MALE, APPROXIMATELY 

FORIM. YEARS OF AGE, WHO ASKED IF THEY, THE POWELL BROTHERS, 

WOULD BE INTERESTED IN MAKING $50,000.00. ·:·,': GODFREY WOULD 
&.t' 
.. THEM IN CONTACT WITH ANOTHER INDIVIDUAL WHO WOULD PAY THEM 

TO MURDER MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. APPROXIMATELY ONE WEEK LATER, 

A WHITE MALE, CAME INTO THE BAR AND ASKED FOR ... THE PO. WQ:..L iR(}J.HEj.,S~c, 
l/-'-1-lq&1 ..hit' I'(- Y--'Uj 

END PAGE ONE ··.,,· ,~.,.. ~-·-···-....... : • •-'L,,, . ·-· --~--

/ 1! ,, -· -· ~'-· - . , . ·-· -·-·· --r 

ATLANTA 
MEMPH. IS {AIRMAIL) ) -
W:cw 

(2) 

Sent 
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FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74) 

FBI 

Date: 
I' 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in--------------,--- -------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ________ ---------c=---,----:---------
(Precedence) 

I -------------------------------------------------------- -

AT 44-2386. PAGE TWO. 

THIS WHITE MALE PUT HIS BRIEFCASE ON THE TABLE AND SAID, 
11 I GUESS YOU KNOW WHY I'M HERE". THE WHITE MALE INTRODUCED 

HIMSEL~•is1RALPH. HE THEN OPENED THE BRIEFCASE AND DISPLAYED 

WHAT HE SAID WAS $25,000.00, AND SAID, 11 IF YOU DECIDE TO TAKE 

THE JOB, THERE IS $50,000.00 MORE WHEN IT'S COMPLETED!' CLAUDE 

POWELL TOLD RALPH THAT HE AND HIS BROTHER NEEDED TIME TO THINK 

IT OVER, AT WHICH TIME RALPH STATED, 11 IF YOUR MIND IS NOT MADE 

UP NOW, I CAN'T DO BUSINESS WITH YOU 11
• NOTHING ELSE WAS SAID. 

RALPH CLOSED THE BRIEFCASE AND LEFT. POWELL AYISEO THAT RALPH 

NEVER ACTUALLY STATED THAT THE MONEY BEING OFFERED TO HIM WAS 

TO KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING. LEON POWELL ADVISED HIS BROTHER 

IS NOW LIVING AT THE SCOTTISH INN IN MIDLAND, TEXAS. R).!ELL 

DENIED THAT HE OR HIS BROTHER WERE INVOLVED IN THE KILLING OF 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. AFTER SEEING THE ASSASSINATION 

DOCUMENTARY ON TELEVISION, HE DECIDED TO COME FORWARD AND 

FURNISH THIS INFORMATION. POWELL STATED THE REASON HE BELIEVES 

HE AND HIS BROTHER WERE CONTACTED IS BECAUSE HIS BROTHER, CLAUDE, 

SERVED FIVE YEARS FOR ARMED ROBBERY ANO AT THAT TIME IN 1967 

ENO PAGE TWO. 

Approved: ___________ _ Sent ______ M Per ____ _ 
Special Agent in Charge 
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• > 

FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74) 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in _______________ --------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

I 
I 

Via ________ ---------:=--:---:----------I 
(Precedence) I 

I -------------------------------------------------------- -

AT 44-2386. PACE THREE. 

HIS BROTl1ER HAO A REPUTATION FOR BEING AN EXPl:'T WITH A SHOTGUN. 

POWELL STATED HIS BROTHER, AT THAT TIME CONSTANTLY CARRIED A 

SAWED-OFF SHOTGUN. LEON POWELL ALLEGED THAT PETE DAVIS5 OWNER 

OF THE BAR, NOTICED RALPH (LNU) COME INTO THE BAR ANO WOULD BE 

ABLE TO VERIFY THAT PART OF THE STORY. FURTHERMORE, LEON POWELL 

TOLD HIS WIFE, ANNIE LO.IS COMPOS, OF THE MEETING WITH RALPH. 

ON JANUARY 7, 1976, ATLANTA CITY DIRECTORY, HAINES CITY 

DIRECTORY, AND GREATER ATLANTA SOUTHERN BELL TELEPHONE DIRECTORY 

FOR THE YEARS 197.~1968, WERE REVIEWED WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS 

REGARDING ANY ESTABLISHMENT ON MORELAND AVENUE NAMED PETE'S 

PLACE OR ANY SIMILAR NAME. S{RLEY LANE, BARTENDER, DRIFTWOOD 

LOUNGE, 1575 MORELAND AVENUE, ATLANTA, GEORGIA, ADVISED APPROX!:. 

MATELY SB£N OR EIGHT YEARS AGOJ AN INDIVIDUAL NAMED PETE DAVIS 

DID, IN FACT, OWN AND OPERATE Al BAR IN THE NEXT BLOCK OF 

MORELAND AVENUE. SHE HAD HEARD THAT PETE DAVIS HAS SINCE 

PASSED AWAY. MS. LANE ADVISED PETE 1S WIFE, DOROTHY DAVIS,· 

COULD PROBABLY BE CONTACTED AT TELEPHONE 957-2626. 

END PAGE THREE 

Approved: ___________ _ Sent ______ M Per ____ _ 
Special Agent in Charge 
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FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in----------------------, 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ________ -----------------
(Precedence) 

AT 44-2386. PAGE FOUR. 

DOROTHY DAVIS ADVISED HER HUSBAND DID OWN AND OPBI\TE BAR ON 

MORELAND AVENUE, AND AT ONE TIME WAS KNOWN AS PETE'S PLACE. 

HUSBAND DIED MAY, 1975. SHE IS UNFAMILIAR WITH THE NAMES lp,f~N (LNtl) 

LEON AND CLAUDE POWELL. SHE REMEMBERS HER HUSBAND TALKING 

ABOUT RAY GODFREY, HOWEVER, HAS NO IDEA HOW HE COULD BE 

LOCATED. 

NUMEROUS ATTEMPTS TO LOCATE ANNIE LOIS COMPOS AT HER 

RESIDENCE, 4120 GLENWOOD ROADOJRING JANUARY 7, 1976, PROVED 

NEGATIVE. • 

ON JANUARY 7, 1976, MRS. E. S. PENNINGTON, DIRECTOR OF 

PERSONNEL, CITY OF ATLANTA, ADVISED SHE HAS REVIEWED CITY 

PERSONNEL RECOR$ AND COULD FIND NO RECORD OF RAY GODFREY OR 

RAYMOND GODFREY EMPLOYED OR HAVING EVER BEEN EMPLOYED BY THE 

CITY OF ATLANTA. C. L. SNEED, SECRETARY, MIISCIANS NUMBER 
.,; 

148, ATLANTA, GEORGIA, ADVISED HE REVIEWED UNION'S RECORDS 

AND COULD NFIND NO REFERENCE TO RAV GODFREY. RECORDS OF 

ATLANTA PD NEGATIVE REGARDING RAY GODFREY. 

ENO PAGE FOUR. 

Approved: ___________ _ Sent _~ ____ M Per ____ _ 
Special Agent in Charge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36. <Rev. 2-14-74) 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in ----------------,-------------j 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ________ -----~-~--,-------------
(Precedence) 

AT 44-2386. PAGE FIVE. 

RECORDS OF ATLANTA PD REVEALED CLAUDE POWELL, JR., HAD BEEN 

ARRESTED ON MAY 10, 1949, FOR ARMED ROBBERY BY MECKLENBURG, 

COUNTY POLICE, CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA, AND SENTENCED TO SERVE 

BETWEEN FIVE ANO TEN YEARS IN STATE PENN; ARRESTED JUNE 28, 1965 

FOR ALLOWING INTOXICATED PERSON TO DRIVE, BY ATLANTA PD, AND 

SENTENCED TO SERVE EIGHT MONTHS IN ATLANTA CITY FARM; ARRESTED 

AUGUST 25, 113 FOR INDECENT EXPOSURE ANO DRUNK BY ATLANTA PD, 

AND SENTENCED THIRTEEN DAYS OR $25.00. MECKLENBURG COUNTY PO 

ARREST NUMBER IS 4822. DESCRIPTION OF CLAUDE POWELL, JR., IS 
'\ 

WHITE MALE, DATE OF BIRTH ~---~SIX FEET TWO INCHES, 

171 POUNDS, FBI NUMBER 212 946 A. 

RECORDS OF ATLANTA PO REVEALED LEON POWELL ARRESTED 

AUGUST 26, l955, BY PROVOST MARSHAL, FORT BENNING, GEORGIA, 

CHARGEOCAJr WITH ARTICLE 86. NO DISPOSITION AVAILABLE. 

ARRESTED JUNE 28, 1962, FOR WIFE BEATING AND ABANDONMENT, 

CHARGE WITHDRAWN JULY 6, 1962. LEON OWEN POWELL DESCRIBED 

AS WHITE MALE, DATE OF BIRTH FBI NUMBER 
~----~ 

220 012 E. 

END PAGE FIVE. 

Approved: __________ _ Sent ______ M Per ____ _ 
Special Agent in Charge 
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FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74) 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in ------------------------i 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ________________________ _ 
(Precedence) 

AT 44-2386. PAGE SIX. 

BRENDA POWELL, DAUGHTER-IN-LAW OF LEON POWELL, ADVISED 

LEON POWELL WORKING AT UNKNOWN LOCATION IN ROCKDALE COUNTY AND 

WOULD NOT RETURN TO ATLANTA UNTIL LATE PM OF JANUARY 7, 1976. 

CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION {CRO}, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF 

JUSTICE, REQUESTS THE FOLLOWING IMMEOR'E INVESTIGATION TO 

RESOLVE ALLEGATION MADE BY LEON OWEN POWELL: 

EL PASO DIVISION AT MIDLAND, TEXAS. WILL INTERVIEW CLAUDE 

POWELL, AT SCOTTISH INN FOR ANY INFORMATION HE HAS RE LEON 

OWEN POWELL'S ALLEGATION. OBTAIN ARTIST'S CONCEPTION OF RALPH 

(LNU} FROM CLAUDE POWELL. HANDLE THROUGH FACIAL IDENTIFICATION 

CATALOG AS SET FORTH IN FBI HANDBOOK, PART I, PAGE 21. 

IMMEDIATELY FACSIMILE RESULTS DIRECTLY TO EXHIBITS SECTION, 

FBIHQ, AND TELEPHONICALLY DISCUSS ANY PROBLEMS RE ARTIST'S 

CONCEPTION DIRECTLY WITH EXHIBITS SECTION. 

CHARLOTTE AT CHARLOTiE, NORTH CAROLINA. DETERMINE ALL 

PLACES WHERE CLAUDE POWELL REPORTEDLY INCARCERATED TO DETERMINE 

IF EVER INCARCERATED WITH JAMES EARL RAY. 

END PAGE SIX. 

Approved: ___________ _ Sent -------'--------M Per--~--
Special Agent in Charge 
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FD-3&(Re~. 2-14-74) 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in------------------------< 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

I 

I 
Via _________________________ / 

(Precedence) / 

------------------------------------------------' ------- -

AT 44-2386. PAGE SEVEN. 

ATLANTA DIVISION AT ATLANTA, GEORGIA. OBTAIN ARTIST'S 

CONCEPTION OF RALPH (LNU) FROM LEON OWEN POWELL. CONTINUE 

EFFORTS TO LOCATE RAY GODFREY AND ANNIE LOIS COMPOS. 

~//oF,('N-'S" HANDLE ANY ADDITIONAL OBVIOUS AND LOGICAL LEADS DEVELOPED 

SUCH AS INTERVIEW OF ANY ADDITIONAL WITNESSES DEVELOPED DURING 

INTERVIEW. IF ANYQJESTION ARISES RE COVERING ANY ADDITIONAL 

LEAD, PROMPTLY CONTACT FBIHQ. 

IMMEDIATELY CONDUCT THIS INVESTIGATION AND SUTEL SUMMARY 

ON DAILY BASIS UNTIL INVESTIGATION IS COMPLETED. HANDLE ANY 

LEADS OUT OF YOUR DIVISION BY TELETYPE. HANDLE PURSUANT TO 

SECTION 27, VOLUME II, MANUAL OF INSTRUCTIONS. ALSO FURNISH 

ALL INFORMATION TO MEMPHIS, OFFICE OF ORGIN,ct /WJ ~7/AfJHT. 

COPY MAILED MEMPHIS. 

ENO. 

Approved: ___________ _ Sent ______ M Per ____ _ 
Special Agent in Charge 
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~ 

fO A~ (44-2311) 1/6/76 

,ac.M D~K QI (44-31811) 

MUJUtnt / V\ 'v\."' \ 0\ '%"\ ~~Jlr \"\'\ 

mu\-RRL ~ 5 , 1916. 

cxvn, R!GlftS DIVIS?OH (CRD), U.S. DD~ 011 

rJUlliflCB, UQUU-W tu l'OLLOWIN IMMEDXAD IWESTIQlil'ltON· 'l'O 
G 

DBGLW A.ldiBOAflObt MtdJE DY uetf OW9R POWBLL Al 8ft ~ D 

DUL. 

Dlft.-xa CLIWB tolQ:IJ.., eoMP08 AND DAvtl FOil Aft 

INJtORMA'fl'.ON fiB1' ~ Ml LEON OWBN .enLL' S ALJd«1A'l'IOM. 

OBTAD Alt'fl8Y1S COHCBPTXOW a, RALPH (LA.IT WAta: UR'llomf) 

ROM Ll1D( OWD ~. DMDLlt ~ FACIAL ::tDJ!M'f'I'.fl'.CAT!Olf 

CA'.fALOG Al b'I l'Oll'S lH Pll !WffJBOOK, JiJAM.' I, PAG 21 •. 

. DIMDIADLY I'~ UStJrRS DtDCft.Y TO UKDI'll HC'J'!OII, 

ntBQ, Am> ft1JJPIIOJIICALLY D:tBetl'8.I Aft noi\1'.,BMS BB AM'IS11' t S 

COBCBHIOW DIUC!L'f Wlft DIIIBHS S~tON. 

DBUMll:IB ~ ~ !RC~DG. USIDJDtell >,,_ 

.UD BHP~ OP MY QODnm'f.. cm, snno GODl'DY ll!otl'LD 

HO'I BB JmaltVIBUU AT 'l'Hll '!'Dm .. 

(j)- SAC, MDR>HIS (44-1917) 
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DEHRM:rNE ALL PLACES WHEltE CLAUDE POWELL UPOR'fEDLY 

~ftD ro DETEMID IP EVER IKCAllCEru\'-'ED WI:11'8 JAMES EARL 

llY. 

HANDLE ANY ADDITIONAL OBVIOUS AND LOGICAL LEADS DEVELOPED 

SUCH AS Dg IHDRVIEW OF ANY ADDITIONAL WITNESSES DEVELOPED 

DURDS ,I~. IF ANY QUEftION. ARISES RE covmn:w Alff 

ADDinONAL LEAD, PJWMP-ifLY CONTAC'f nmo. 
Cl'W WILL MAD A DETEMINA'f'ION RE PROVIDXNG LEON OWEN POWELL 

WJ;'JH POLYGRAPH UPON COKPLE'.L'ION OF ABOVE Ifflrl!STI<9,A'i'i01'. 

IMl'«Dllff!LY CONDUC'? '!'HIS INVESt.PIGA'f'ION llD St:r'l'EL SUMM!tY 
. - . ·-

,. - ' 

ON A DAIL!' BASIS UNTIL THIS INVEffIGATION IS COMPLETED. IIA'NDLE 

ANY LEADS OU'!' OF Yotm. DIVISION BY 'fELEffPE. HMmLE ~UAR'f:· 

TO SECTION 27, VOLUME II, MANUAL OP INSfttTC'l"IOlfS. ALSO ~S!J 

ALL INFOtQIATIOR 'fO MEMPHIS, 'I'D OFFICE OP ORIGIN. /~~-

COPY MAILED DMPHIS. 

2 
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NR 012 AT PLAIN 

5:11 PM URGENT l-12-76HLF 

TO: DIRECTOR (44-38861) 

MEMPHIS 

FROM: ATLANTA (44-2386) (P) 

MURK IN. lfcf-' /1F1 
RE BUREAU TEL JANUARY 9, 1976. 

ATTEMPTS TO RECONTACT LEON POWELL REGARDING IDENTIFICATION 

OF' ARTIST'S CONCEPTION ON 'TODAY'S DATE NEGATIVE. 

INTERVIEW WITH RAY GODFREY ARRANGED WITH GODFREY~S EMPLOYER 

FOR MORNING OF JANUA.RY 13, 1976. -

ATLANTA. WILL INTE;RVIEW RAY GODFREY. LOCATE AND SHOW 

ARTIST'S CONCEPTION TO LEON POWELL. 

POWELL BROTHERS, LEON AND CLAUD~, SHOULD BE CONSIDERED 

POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS. 

END. 

RJH 

ME IS CL R FOR O NE 
7'g_~A1~ 

I 

-~ 12 1976 
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TELETYPE 

PLAINTEXT 

URGENT 

TO: DIRECTOR (44-38861) 

EL PASO 

~~MPHIS (~M) 

FRo1! VII' ATLANTA ( 4 4-23.86) (P) 

MURKIN. - lJ 4 - I C1 Jl "} 'ff 

1/8/76 

RE EL PASO TEL TO BUREAU, JANUARY 7, 1976; ATLANTA TEL TO 

DIRECTOR, JANUARY 7, 1976; AND BUREAU TEL CALL TO ATLANTA, JANUARY 

8, 1976. 

ON JANUARY 7, 1976, LEON OWEN POWELL RECONTACTED AND ADVISED 

HE WOULD "STICK BY HIS STORY". ARTIST'S CONCEPTION OF RALPH (LNU) 

OBTAINED FROM LEON POWELL AND SENT TO EXHIBITS SECTION, VIA 

SEPARATE COMMUMICATION. POWELL ADVISED HIS BROTHER LOCATED IN 

ROOM 210 OF SCOTTISH INN, MIDLAND, TEXAS AND EMPLOYED THERE BY 

UNIDENTIFIED HOME BUILDER DOING EITHER C~fP~RY OR DRYWALL WORK. 

ON JANUARY 7, 1976, ANNIE LOIS CAMPO~ WHITE FEMALE, DATE OF 
":,;;;;; . Ji. .. l PE 1 • 

BIRTH~----~ WAS CONTACTED ~_.5vADVISED SHE HAD BEEN PRE-

VIOUSLY MARRIED TO.LEON OWEN POWEL£ FROM 1955 UNTIL 1975. AFTER 
·1 •a tta4fliHi rw n: 1 

SOME PROMPTING, SHE REMEMBERED THE INCIDENT WHEREBY HER EX-

HUSBAND, LEON POWELL, ~ELATED TO HER AN INDIVIDUAL HAD CONTACTED ' 

91/ END PAGE ONE. ' 
A - Atlanta 6,;~ 
QJ}- Memphis (AM)~-·vv..,~·l 

TJW: far ~ }J./ 0 til v/-
( 2) V v•f , 
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) 

·--~,"-~;;_;"Jfii fl}l0THER·-·A~~1fi~,~T{EGU1}1WJ;~-MtmnEit.OF-<MAA!l1lM t~THER"c-~tNif, 

~~~~~~JFTM'r n~_;;:tA''.~~1.~iiiti~'.~r,~ND 
WAN'l.'EP H'.e Al,J!LHI.S· ll~.'JEER:;. CLAUDJ{,•:TO MURDEJt lf!NG,. POWEt,t WA~i':-:":::-•'·;_{__ '. 

::_:_~ ~'.'~,/-~-~~-~;~~-~\ ---~~-~:::~~-~-~.:_4-::~<''---_,~~;~~i::~;~::~~~:: . ..,_. ;··=·_.:~ 'f;~-~:,_-'.. - ,- - .:___ . /·. - _,· - . " - -~'"~_-e~--~~~~~ 

_ VERY _INTOXICATED ~N K!L.A~~I$>~RY ~ HEFt. SHE _ --· 
-· ___ .-- -.- - - .. - _-_ - , _-_.--_--.- , ____ , -7~~~. < .-•-_·---•- ·._·; 

•- sr~c:xp:1cAt-tY -REMEMBERS :~ REUmltr THIS TO~i!~~:!Plm,.lUNQ,;cc_<, 
; - _.- , ,- ,__ -, . , -·,_ •; - . , - ' - : , _, - .-. _-·_ ;, : - ·:. •·- ; , , , . --~--- -----·--:.:":,,·~. , ·--~--- ., ; ·-

,:_;_. £.2 c -, AS.SA:Sill(J!:TION::.· 'HER E~HDSJl~iND __ WAS_--OON:!TANTL:I Glt~ING DRUN~~ .-•~~,__,,;_------ ~~~:.s~~~~~~•,.::~••_•••.~.:-,:•-:~•:t~~~7;~~~!::.::< •:~~--~••,•·•• , •,•-•t::_,"•• ,-•~•" :••'•: •>• •• •,•- • •,,.•• •• •-_•,•••• ' ' •• • ••-•• ,o••• .'-' .. - •a-•-c-~•~••~- _•, 

0 

• •••--•~,~0.,->\~~~~0~?-•-::t1~• 
.,_ S'.PENDIM~'I:i~ll PA,Y OOEOK ON. lBOOZE. _ MUMEROUS ,TIMES SHE :HAD . - . - - . .. ' ~--·~;:'~-.~~2 -_> . , - ·'. ·, : - - , ' .' . , 

. TO !ULL ffi.:M .. tltfT. OF -A ,;siff"l3~01Ut.;Jtt :snw1(·,AU JIIS MONEY .so THERE . 
,-'· ·-_ . --· .,- ·_ . :;:--~~- ----- .-··.----<-.-.. ,. ___ ~,-:·_,_·,-,..,.~"''~'·-~::----.~-~;-o.,~~,~·..:.-_.·,,-~~..:...._.-:...._'.":-•·''~~-~-::_:.. .. ~~'.~~-~->--··;··., ' .... ,~ .. _. ·•S·"'~• ~,~:.,·.a~y. ~,!Cl!R~· ··· .~·~·.•'l'tMES:·~it, , < .. __ ,--·-·-----·--< 

0 m: Wt8 DRl':lt-UC·, HER E:X:~fflJSBAffl) ·-woots~~/{tK AJ:!001?' VARIOUS K!LINGS 

_ ,A_.NI) 1CittER$. SUE TF!OUGH'? TtiIS WAS MO-S:TtY THE LIQUOR TALKirlG; - .- , ~ . . 

BiOWEVB!t, i,. .Rk- ST'upt tw_ n1,r sro~r wu:E:n HE w1ts __ ,s9aEn, .sHE wouto 
-·A~~E SOME VAtI:DtTY -TO <Hts TALE,. SHE:COtr:tb #01 SUPPLY 

· ·,,AJtt li"mt'l'mm lWORMA T'ION. · 
'. -. ,. ··, - - .. ,· --

O·N ./ANUAlifY\S ~ 1976, SOBBY 30l!NSO.N, ll~DJ':O S'rATION, WPLO 

. ·• .~ A)m )/EsTERN Mttnc 8'!'AT!ON) ADVISED ')~E HAD :JJJN A 

· e~u~r ANJJ ~$'!'~ Slff&lm BY_ TH!_ NAME 0~ RMI . - IN 1967 

OK '196:S~/ THlS 
0

·8:tNGEti·WAS $~PED LOCALLY •·_BY. 'L~~Y'. MUSIC 

-·· ;~MPA'Nlf ·A~A~A. GEOR-GIA. OtT JANUARY 8., l~l.75,-t~.l1tY TALLENT, 

• - ,c,~ 1ifJt . ._~i;, -- -- --
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PAOE' t'f'HREE (1L4-2386) 

SECRE11'ARY TO PRESIDENT-, LOWF,RY MUSIC COMPA;;·:ccADVfsED IN~1967· HER 

FIRM ·nANJJLED OOU~R'!t AND.WE~TEJi}! SINGER BY NAME OF RAY GODFREY. 

· GODFREY WOULD, AT THIS TIME, BE APPROXIMATELY.~GRT:Y~FIVE TO FIFTY .... ~.,._, ______ ~., 

... .. YEARS OF AGE AND IS A WHITE MALE. SHE DESCRIBED GODFREY A,S. REAL 

"COUWI'Y"<FELLOW. SHE REFUSED TO BELIEVE GODFREY COULD BE IN ANY 

''rROUBLE WHATSOEVER. NATURE OF ATL!i.NTA'S INQUIRY NOT RELATED TO 

' ' 

• REFLEOT GODFREY HAD SOOIA:L·SECURITY ACCOUNT NUMBER 
~----~ 

, ·SHE ALSO FURNISHED NEGAlF!VE OF PHOTOGRAPH OF RAY. GODFREY. 

TELEPHONE NUMBER 622-1481 IS LISTED TO A11'LAN'TA CITY DEPART-

, MEW!' OF ENVIRONMENT AND S'l'REETS. MRB. L. S. PENNINGTON, DIRECTOR 

OF PERSONNEL, CITY OF ATLANTA, RECONTACTED AND ADVISED THAT PAT 

··eSOJKA •· SUPERVISOR, ,SEWER REPAIR DIVISION, WOULD BE PERSON TO 

CON'fAC'r RE AMYONE EMPLOYED AT TELEPHONE NUMBER 622-1481. 

· ,PAT SOJK.fl .A:DVISEO CITY OF ATLANTA DOES HAVE AN EMPLOYEE 

,, 'NAMED RAY GODFREY, · EMPLOYED AS A SEWER SERVICE FOREMAN. GODFRE; 
. . 

· <tS KNOWN TO BE A COUlft."RY ,AND WESTERN BINGER.. RAY GODFREY IS NOT 
.-~ -

" END PAGE', TRREE. · 
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PAGE FOUR (44-2386) 
0

HIS COMPLETE NAME, HOWEVER.. CURRENT RECORDS OF SEWER DEPARTMENT 

REFLECT TRUE NAME AS A. R. GODFREY, LIVINO AT 1105 LAKESHORE 

DRIVE, JONESBORO, GEORGIA, TELEPHONE 477-5036. 

IN ORDER TO CLARIFY 'INFO RE -PETE DAVIS IN ATLANTA TELbTYP~ 

TO THE BUREAU, JANUARY 7, 1976, IT !S TO Bit NOTED DOROT:trY DAV;(S 

ADVISED HER HUSBAND, PETE DAVI8~ED~
1 
i~~'S~PERAT~ BAR KNOWNS -

- ,ii 1 I zr -
, AS "PETE'S PLACEt' ON MORELAND _AVENUE JtfST SOUTH OF -INTERSECTION 

OF CONFEDERAT~ AND MQREtAND AND THAT HER RUSB.UID DlEn IN MAY, 

• 1975 OF NATURAL CAUSES, NAMELY CANCER. 
- -

ON JANUARY 8, 1976, A'!! 3370-CI ADVISED TE!JEPHONE NUMBER 

1- • ,477-5036 SUBSCRIBED TO BY ARNOLD GODFREY 11 ORIGINALLY CONNECTED 

AflttL,' 1961 AND TRANSFERREP TO ABOVE ADDRES8 0011:omm, 1974. UP 

-_ TO 19'7°0, EMPLOYED BY C!TY -OF ATLANTA CONSTRUCTION DEPARTMENT• 

-- :no up;;;.,nAtE AVAILABLE FOR EMPLOYMENT SINCE. II}'! WOULD APPEAR 
. . ·-

- GODFREY'S NAME IS A'RNOLD RAY OR RAYMOND GODFREY. 

ATLANTA CONDUCTED ALt INVESTIGATION REQUE"8TED BY CIVIL 
- -

,, ,RIGHTS· DEPARTMENT, HO•WEViffl: 1 IS KEEPING CASE IN ·PENDING STATUS 

IN VIEW OF THE 'FACT THAT CHARLOTTE Alm EL PASO HAVE OUT-

" STANDING INVES'fIGATION. 

;. ~'tID PA~E· FOUR. 
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PAGE FIVE (44-2386) 

POWELL BROTHERS, LEON AND CLAUDE, SHOULD BE CONSIDERED 

POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS. 

END. 

C 
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..... -. .fl'~llt-.... l:/IA';&; 

9> A~A (44-2Jtl) 

E PASO (44-tlO) 

FROM DlDCTORDX (44-3186}) 

BUD ·•. 

MBPn.L J.QUAJlY t, lt7G • 

l/t/74$ 

. cxvn alGBS J>IVIII~ RllOUU'-'B FOLLOWIIIG 11,DJ.U:'!XOML· 

DtVEftIGA!f!ON I 

~A, nt1!D.VXBW RAY ~. .AlW?Sl! BXM O'W KIS 

I.XGlf'IS AND D~D tt D WILL sumaT 'fO A POLYGMPJI 

UMa!iA'fION. 

BL .. PASO i . ac~, CIJlUDB PODLL AB'rit nnuMlU u D -~ · .... 

9UMX'f 1'0 POL!'OMtH IXAMINAlf!ON. . ALSO MCEftllN r, SCM!'Xft . ' - ·;_ . _·· -

. . ~ 

INN M()TBL MUH,!AIJiJ Alff UCORDS UCOlU)IfitJ ?HCOMING Mil 

OtrNO:DiG ~ CALLS ·n,a CLAUDE ~, PAnI~ n·· 

DftBMID, l!' D m\S BUN IN 'J!BLUHO~IC CONTACT WITH LEOli 

awn~~ 
DO NO!' C~ Aft POLYGIU\PB EXAMDIA'tXON UNTIL.l'UlffHQ 

.lffltOVAL J"l\OM nmo. S'UTl!L SUMMARY ·USUL':l'S .. 

COPY JIA?Lm) MDOJfIS .. 

~- ~HIS · (~4-lt17) 

DD 
/· 

41/, · ~ r~ .~-o~ -· 
:··2:,,~rqTI"if~-=-~~~!Sit~r / /·v~ 
:-~-.~.-~t1: . ..,.~ r,..--1':t=t:;:;;--. j · ,: ~~ 

., ii 

. ~.~ .. 
• :· - • ~-- • :~-\ ;,.;-, i..· k; ,-

·- - -- -
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Nl:(017 CE CODE 

9:53PM NITEL JANUARY 14, 1976 JDC 

TO: DI HECTOR, FBI (44-38S61) 

ATLANTA (44-2386) 

EL PASO 

MEMPHIS 

FROM: CHARLOTTE (44-1365) 

MURK IN. 

RE CHARLOTTE TELETY~TO THE BUREAU, DATE:D J.ANUARY 8, 

FLOYCE P0\1/ELL BRYSON, ROUTE NUMBER FIVE, SOX 120, , 

197 6. 

_ FR.ANKLIN, N. C., INTERVIEWED ON, JANUARY 14, 1976, .AND ADVISE:D 

AS FOL LO ~,JS: 

LEON AND CLAUDE POWELL ARE BRYSON'S 8~0TH~RS AND ALTHOUGH 

THEY AR~ BOTH ·MORALLY GOOD MEN THEY EACH HAVE A CPINKING 

PROBLEM. NEITHER LEON NOR CLAUDE HAS EVER BEEN ASSOCIATED WITH 

THE KU KLUX KLAN OR ANY BLACK'HATE ORGANIZATIONS. LIKEWISE, 

NEITHER HAS EVER SPOKEN AGAINST MARTI~ LUTHER KING. 

BRYSON'S BROTHERS HAVE NEVER MENTIONED TO HER THE ALLEGED 

OFFER TO KILL KING AND BRYSON QUIIE FRANKLY DOES NOT BELIEVE 

THE EVENT EVER OCCURRED. ALSO, NEITHER POSSESSES THE CAPABILITY 

TO KILL KING. 

LEON POWELL WAS A KOREAN WAR VETERAN AND WHENEVER HE 

, < ~ 'r...,. 
. 1 j ,_ i::5} 0 

1-
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PAGE TWO CE 44-1365 

DRINKS TO EXCESS HE BECOMES DEPRESSED ANC OFTEN CALLS MEMBERS 

OF HIS FAMILY IN THE MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT FOR CONSOLATION. 

LEON OFTEN STATES HE WISHES HE WERE DEAD LIKE THE REST OF 

THE BOYS IN HIS UNIT WHO WERE KILLED IN KOREA. BRYSON BELIEVES 

LEON'S EXPERIENCES IN KOREA HAVE ADVERSELY AFFECTED HIS MIND. 

LAST CALL WAS MADE BY LEON TO BRYSON SEVERAL MONTHS AGO. 

LEON LAST SEEN BY BRYSON DURING CHRISTMAS, 1975, AND ALL 
I 

. APPEA~ED WELL. 

END. 

RJH 

BRYSON PROVIDED THE FOLLQWING LIST OF HER BROTHERS: 

WENDELL POWELL, BELMONT, N. C. 

CLAUDE POWELL, JR., CHAMBE LANE, DEKATUR, GA. 

-EDWARD POWELL, SHALL0WFORD, CHAMBLEE, GA. 

HUBERT POWELL, ROUTE TH~EE, TACOA, GA. 

LEON POWELL. 

ATLANTA, HANDLE INTERVIEWS OF FAMILY~ 

TELETYPE FURNISHED EL PASO AND MEMPHIS PER REQUEST. 

ME IS CLR F0~ ONE 
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