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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 7-17-68 

Trnnsmit the following in PLAIN TEXT ~ 
TELETYPE URGENT (Type in plaintext or code) Gl:t~~-" .. < 

Via--------- (Priority) --· - . 1~4 
------------------------------------------------L------- -· 

TO: DIRECTOR (44-38861) ATTN: ASST. DIRECTOR A. ROSEN 

FROM: MEMPHIS (44-1987) 

MURKIN. 

SET OUT BELOW ARE NAMES OF TWELVE INDIVIDUALS BEING USED 

BY SHELBY COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE, MEMPHIS, IN CONNECTION WITH 

GUARDING SUBJECT RAY. INDICES MEMPHIS AND JACKSON OFFICES CONTAIN 

NO IDENTIFIABLE INFORMATION. IT IS REQUESTED BUREAU SEARCH ITS 

INDICES ON THESE INDIVIDUAL~ 

CLIFFORD A. BALLARD;'i/WM, THREE ZERO THREE ZERO CHURCHILL, 

DOB . TONIA, N. C, 
ONE 

SAMUEL TAYLOR BELL,/ ~' FOUR ZERO SIX/WARD AVENUE, DOB 
. ---21 

f MEMPHIS, TENN. 
L__ ____ WA_R_NE_R_J ___ B_E_R_R_Y_,-/4~M~, -0-~~ FIVE FOUR FOUR REBECCA, DOB D 

, .. -·- ~;I~ ILLINOIS. 

EULTON L. COBB/4 TH '/EIGHT NINE NINE TESSLAND ROAD, 

DOB , UNION COUNTY, MISS. 
L__------------,--~----~ 

WILLIAM A. DU FOU _, ~, THREE ZERO FOUR FOUR COLEMAN, 
"-~- .. 

DOBL_ _________ ~-----~' WYANDOTTE, MICHIGAN. 

EARL H. TWO FIVE NINE FOUR KIMBALL, DOB 

L__ _____________ ~ 
, s~nnHEVILLE-,-:AitKANSAs. 

, .. ~r, ,·1 

>,.._, .l ,. ~· ' 
/.)fJ ______ _ 

::i'.', -~----

S~:tWI± ~;(3f'M Per~H-+-----

~j/-/1J~-~-~ 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in -------------:-----------,-,---------111 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

I 
I Via ________ _ 

----;A~~-~~:~~~-:U~=-~:~-I=z•::,:E~~::::::~~-~~--- -· 
J I, SUMMERVILLE' GA • 

~----W-A_L_T_E_R_R_.-L-IN_C_O_L_4i--------;,~_W_M_,_;_/FO~UR ONE EIGHT THREE CHIPPEWA, 

DOB , MEMPHIS, TENNo 
~-----------~-~ 

LESLIE T. MC FOUR SIX NINE ONE HILLMONT, DOB 

. I, MILLINGTON, TENN. 
~---S_T_E_P_HE_N_B_O_Y_D_S_C_O_T_T_/4_=M-,~TWO SEVEN ONE FIVE OVERTON CROSSING 

DOB jl__ ________ -----....------------~I' MEMPHIS' TENN. 
;/4 BILLY J. SMITH,_!fM, FIVE ONE FOUR ZERO GERMANTOWN ROAD, 

DOB , MEMPHIS, TENN. 
~---------------,,----~ 

JOE DAVID WRIGHT, WM, FOUR NINE NINE FIVE PRINCETON, 
·---~--

DOB MEMPHIS, TENN. 

P. END 

Approved: __________ _ Sent ______ M Per ______ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 7 /18/68 

Transmit the following in _______ P_L..,.,,A_I_N_T_E---,,X_T ___ -:--:---------1 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

Ai:r el 

MURKIN, CR. ATTN: ASSISTANT DIRECTOR A. ROSEN. 

llE MEMPHIS TEL TO BUREAU JULY SEVENTEEN LAST. 

SET OUT BELOW ARE ADDITIONAL NAMES OF INDIVIDUALS BEING 

USED BY THE SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE SO IN HANDLING SUBJECT 

RAY UPON HIS RETURN TO THIS COUNTRY. MEMPHIS FILES HAVE 

BEEN REVIEWED AND FINDINGS ARE SET OUT BELOW. 

IT IS REQUESTED THAT THE BUREAU SEARCH THESE NAMES 

THROUGH THEIR INDICES FO~INF MATION INDICATING THAT THEY 

SHOULD NOT BE USED IN CO ION WITH GUARDING SUBJECT. 

HOWARD DON CLIFTON, DOB 
-.·-.. ·- ..,_~ L__ _____________ -------' 

AT SELMER, TENN., WHO IS IDENTICftL 

CASE ENTITLED, HOWARD DON ~QI; 

PUGH - VICTIM, CR. f_ ~ 
LEONARD E. SCHULTZ , DOB 

WITH SUBJECT OF BUREAU 

ET AL; JAMES EDWARD 

~·--··-=----=- -- --· -- - - ,___ -- ----- ~-----------~ 

'rel type_..,.._~--
. AT LOBELVILLE, TENN., WHO IS IDENTICAL WITH VICTIM IN BUFILE 

A,M, ______ _ 

NINE DASH FOUR ONE THREE NINE THREE 'I""-, __ 

A.M.S.D. ____ _ 

/'l1 ftP-; 

Hegistered _,1 ,,_..,.,A/ / 
Approved: ----l---~'----- Sent 1:i?J!11 M ~-=-:;;;;:=--·---

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in ---------;;:;;----:------;---:--------:--:---------l 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ________ _ 
------------::::-----,-----------1 

(Priority) I 
------------------------------------------------L------- -

ME 44-1987 
PAGE TWO /✓-

JOHN c. SLOAN doo L--------------- AT 
_______________ _J 

MCLEMORESVILLE, TENN. , A NATIONAL ACADEMY GRADUATE WHO IS 

SUBJECT OF BUFILE ONE DASH .:I ONE SEVEN EIGHT. 

EUGENE JOSEPH MILLER/'9B [ 

AT ~IIPHIS, WHO IS A FO~_RE_A_U_CL_E_R_K_. ________ ~ 
JERRY JOSEPH WELLS~! ~--------------------__J 

AT MEMPHIS, WHO IS SUBJECT ILE FORTYFOUR DASH THREE 

FIVE FIVE EIGHT TWO. 

HOBERT JACKSON BECKHA R. , DOB __J ________ __J 

AT SAVANNAH' TEZ.' .ADDRESS FOUR ONE NINE 

KENOSHA, MEMPHIS, TENN. .d 
BUDDY EDWARD BOWERS DOB 

EIGHT 

AT WEAKLEY COlJNiY, TENN. , ADDRESS ONE ZERO TWO 

~J-AME_S_S_T-.~, JACKSON, TENN// 

JAMES EARL HARDIN/~B r------------
-- .- -----/ ~-----------__J 

AT MILLINGTON,~., ADDRESS FIVE ZERO SIX TONTO. 

JOHN WILLIAM HORTON"{ DOB 

AT PARSONS, TENN., ADDRESS TWO ZERO TWOS. DEBERRY, SAVANNAH, 

TENN. 

Approved: __________ _ Sent ______ M Per _____ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in --------=----------------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ________ _ 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -
ME 44-1987 
PAGE THREE 

CECIL 
--=----

A. HIJRST/4-· ------------------
AT MEMPHIS, TENN., ADDRESS FOUR THREE EIGHT TWO OWEN RD., 

MEMPHIS, TENN. / ____________ _ 

-~S_HB_U_~~OB c......,.------------~AT FENTRESS 

CO., TENN., ADDRESS/ /.0. BOX SIXTYEIGHT, CARTHAGE, TENN. 

~ACK CHARLTON,~_i 

AT BARBERTON, OHIO, ~RESS RT. THREE, DOVER, TENN. 

M. P. HU~KE~Y,ffioB~-------------~AT 

CHILDRESS ST. , MONROE, TENN. , ADDRESS ONE /,Imo NINE 

MC MINNVILLE, TENN. d~- -----------~ 
H. THOMAS WHITLATCH, DOB 

-- / j ~-----------~ 

~---~ 
AT MIAMI, FLORI~, ADDRESS TWO SEVEN SIX IVYWOOD 

,,· 

DR., NASHVILLE, TENN. 

GUY AMON CAIN, J 
·-------- ·~- ----- ~---------------~' 

AT OBION, TENN., ADDRESS SEVEN THREE SIX N. HOLLYWOOD. 

CARROLL DOUGLAS DUNN .f°,OB 
MEMPHIS, TENN., RESS 

~---~ 

LUTHER EDWARD JAMISON, DOB 
-· ' ~------------~ 

FOUR NINE FOUR SIX TEAL A VE. 

, AT KERRVILLE , TENN. , ADDRESS ONE SIX ONE THREE ~--~-

Approved: __________ _ Sent ______ M Per ______ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



'r'D-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in --------:=---,-----,-----,:--:------------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via _________ -------------,---------------i 
(P riority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -
ME 44-1987 
PAGE FOUR 

HOPEWELL RD. 

JOE RUS KENT 

AT VICKSBURG, MISS., ADDRESS 

RALPH FREDRICK MUENCH 

ONE ONE ONE FLAMINGO. 

GARY, INDIANA, ADDRESS TWO EVEN FIVE NINE RIDGEVIEW RD. 

JOHN EMMETT OVERBE , DOB 
- ,.,- .... ·-- .__ -··· L__ ____________ _ 

---f MEMPHIS, TENN. , :ADDRESS FOUR ONE SIX ZERO COTTONWOOD. 

AT RAPHN LANE ROBY, B 
c__ _____________ _ 

SULLI:::s~:;:, w:::v::E_F_o_u_R_N_INE __ s_E_v_E_N_L_E_E_HIGH. 

- ... -----L .. -~~ 

-----, AT MEMPHIS' FENN.' ADDRESS TWO SEVEN ZERO SIX 

NORTHMEADE. //. ----------------, 
!_t~ CHARJ2 Kl_NG W ILS6N ,I DOB 

AT MEMPHIS, TENN., ADDRESS TWO EIGHT EIGHT ONE RANDY COVE. 

Approved:----------­
Special Agent in Charge 

Sent ______ M Per ______ _ 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Form DJ-150 
(Ed. 4-26-65) · 

UNITED STA TES GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT OF J 

11 lf.onn, O· l'i/" /'J!Vl rlu1m V ..i:. V v I \,,,vl l u., · Confidential 

To : Director 
Federal Bur __ eau of Investigation 

FROM 1 : Fred M. Vinson, Jr. 
'!(~ Assistant Attorney General 

c,, Criminal Division 

SUBJECT: James Earl Ray 

DATE: July 18, 196~ 
l 

95-100-4731 

I 
I 
i 

Attached is a list setting forth the names, birth dates, 
race and residence of those members of the Shelby County 
Sheriff's Department, Memphis Police Department and the 
Tennessee Highway Patrol who will be assigned to security 
detail during the above subject's incarceration in Shelby County. 

Will you please run an indices check and let me know 
the results as soon as possible. 

Attachment 

-W--
·. SE'ltcCHE 

I ;ERIAUZE 

~~~~, 
Confidential • 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Name Department 

Hobert Jackson BeckhamJI'------'--~ 
Jr. Tennessee Highway Patrol 

Buddy Edward Bowers D Tennessee Highway Patrol 

Howard Don Clifton/======== Tennessee Highway Patrol 

James Earl Hardin v1/J:-~~=--~=--:=~ Shelby Co. Sheriff's Dept. 

John William Hor~ ,/ :~~~----~~ Tennessee Highway Patrol 

Cecil A. Hurst/ /1· ====== Shelby Co. Sheriff's Dept. 

Leonard E. Schultz ~-~ Tennessee Highway Patrol 

Clifford A. Ballard~":_--:-=--:=---=~ Shelby Co. Sheriff's Dept. 

Warner J. Berry// ~--~ Shelby Co. Sheriff's Dept. 

Eulton L. Cobb ,i, ======= Shelby Co. Sheriff's Dept. 

William A. DuFour f 1r======= Shelby Co. Sheriff's Dept. 

Elwym Quinn Hartlined ---~ Shelby Coo Sheriff's Dept. 

Walter R. Lincoln//=•=====-'~-::: Shelby Co. Sheriff's Dept. 

Stephen Boyd Scott-/ ~--~Shelby Co. Sheriff's Dept. 

Guy Amon Cain,JR -~======= Memphis Police Dept. 

Carroll, Douglas Dunnt=J Memphis Police Dept. 

Luther Edward Jamisonc=J Shelby Co. Sheriff's Dept. 

Joe Rus Kent / / JI Memphis Police Dept, 

Eugene Joseph Miller~ Memphis Police Dept. 

Ralph Frederick Mueinc ··~ Memphis Police Dept. 

John Emmet Overbey ~--~ Mcrnphis Police l)ept. 

Race Residence 

white Memphis 

" " 

" " 

" fl 

" " 

" " 

" " 

If " 

" " 

" II 

II II 

" " 

" " 

" " 

" " 

" If 

" ii 

" ' " 

" tr 

ti II 

" II 

continued next page 

Confidential 
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Name .• DOB Department 

Raphm Lane Roby P/j =:==--==-=~ Memphis Police Dept. 

Jerry Joseph Wens,/')!,---~ Memphis Police Dept. 

James Ronald iiieche* J Memphis Police Dept, 

Richard King Wilson c__ __ ~ Memphis Police Dept. 

Confidential . 

Race Residence 

white Memphis 

" " 

" " 

" " 
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a-. FrN II. 'fiuoa, Jr. 
Assiata.at Attorney General 

Director* J'lll 

JABS UBL U'f 

Refereaee is aade to JGl'lr letter of July 18, 1968, 
your reference 9$-109-473, r...-tiq a ekeek of tlte files of 
tais Bureau eoaeerm.ag 25 11e11Nra of local law entoreeunt 
agencies wllo will be assigned to security detail dltriq tile 
abo'Ve sttl,jeet's iaearceratin in Slleltty Comaty. 

The tiles •f the f81 aave been reviewed btl.lled oa the 
ideatifying data feaislted by 7D11 ancl our filea re-,eal no 
identifiable pert1neat information coneerniag tlle illdivinala 
listed bf yoa wt tlll the exception of t~lowiag: 

1181Ntrt JackllOll Beekbl! Jr.·~ have aot ia'ftt:Stigated 
Beckllaa. IO'Hver,' Off !l"Ies Rat blat Bo'bert .Jackaft 
Beck:llma, Ir •• wlae uy be tile tatller of BoNrt Jaek••• lteekhaa, Jr., 
wu tae sul>ject o'f two civil rlpts iavesttpt:t.ons. De, tbe 
father, was a deputy sheriff ef Bardin CowltJ. TeBDessee. 
Copies of tile reports of these iJRf'estigatieu wre funaislutd 
tile Civil Bigllta Division of tile Department of J'uatice ia 
tbe cases c.aptioaed •c.oa D. laatoa, Sheriff, Rardin Comity, 
Savaaall,, Teauaaee; Jlebert Jaeksoa lleckluaa, Sr., aka, 
Deputy Aeri:ff, Bardill Couty . ., lavaanall., TemMSSMi lases L. 
lhmt - Victim." &ad "1t1cll&rd Clay .Jerrolds; lit Al.; 
Harvey lfelfeal Tumooae, Et Al. f _;r1ct1u. tt 

Boward J)Oa Cliftoa./·~1s indiYidual was the subject 
of a civil rliliti lavestlcatloa in September, 1964. A COJW 
of tile iavestiptlve report liU furnished tbe Civil Bipts 
Division of the Departm.ent uader tile title "lleward Doll 
Clifton; JildlJ' Donld IIU8ie; lleapltis, TeaDeSN!e, Police 
DepartMRt; Jaaee Edward Pug'~ 'fietim." 

William A. Dul'our. ftis illdividual was the stt,ject 
of a civil r aves ga ion along with otkers ia lHG. 
Copies of tile investigative l'ep&rts were forwarded to tb.e / 

/Y-(p 
-1-:L- /tf/~· - ~,t ~ 

& SAC M h
. (I f ) '""'"'l':.::::::: __ :::;;,,,,,u ./L,, I ;2 -,~ 

, emp l.S n O 'J'::!,,itE~~-.flLED..~ ... ~ 
.JUL:.: c~ 1968 

,_ fBi -. !\1lEr1tP:~!S 

COJ1PIDDT!AL 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



CO:lfl»lftl& 

llr. Freel•· Vinson, Jr. 

Civil IUgbta Division of tile Bepart•n.t under the title of 
"JUies ao, Bdwa:rbJ Willia• Albert »dour; Freel McCoy Sansone; 
Carlton ttugeae lfelldenllall, Officers, Shelby County Slleritt•e 
Office, Me1rtphia, Ten.; a. C. (I 111:~ehell - Victim." 

Johe Balllet OverM Investigations were conducted 
involvina er y an o rs on civil rights utters in 
June, 1963, and llovember, 196&. Copiee of tbe .investi1ative 
reports la ttotk ea.sea wr• fvniabed to the Civil Rients 
Division of the Department under the titles "Patrolmen J. I. 
Overby, a. R. Davis, llellpbis PD; Alouo Bouton, aka Lonzo 
Houston, Joe Joe Foazo ... Yictill" and "John -.ett Overbey; 
Doa Gwen Lewis; Otficera, llalphia, eu., .PO; Roscoe Bagptt -
Victim.•• 

lose h Wells This 1ndivid\lal was the subject 
of a civil r g • avM ga ·on in March, ltl?. and a copy 
ot tile invest:t.aativ• report was turaiab.ed to the Civil Righ.ts 
Division of the Department under tbe caption "William Thad 
Knight, Jerrf Jueph Wells, Patrolaen, llellpbis Police 
Department , lfempllis, Tennessee; Benaan Richard Ta,ylor, Ji". ... 
Yictia." 

COJffIDBITIAL 
-2-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



0-9 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 7 /18/68 
Transmit the following in -----------------------------­

(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via -----=a-i ..... r_.t""e-1~-------

:MURKIN 

SAC, Memphis (44-1987) 

Director, FBI (44-38861) 

Reurtel July 17, 1968. 

(Priority) 

Pursuant to your request, Bufiles have been 
reviewed and contain no pertinent derogatory data concerning 
any of the names listed in retel other than data which 
appears in your files. 

Under date of July 18, 1968, AAG Vinson furnished 
a list of 25 local officers who will be responsible for 
Ray's security, with a request for check of Bufiles. 

For your information, there is enclosed herewith 
a copy of Mr. Vinson's request, together with a copy of the 
Bureau's reply thereto dated July 18, 1968. 

The above is for your informati~n. 

Enclosures ( 2) 01D, 

Sent Via _________________ M Per _________ _ 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev, 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 7-19-68 

Transmit the following in ___ P_LA_I_N--'----T_E_X_T _____________ __, 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

TELETYPE URGENT 
Via ________ _ 

(Priority) I 
------------------------------------------------L-------

URGENT 7-19-68 BN 

TO: DIRECTOR (44-38861) 

FROMJIEMPHIS (44-1987) 

MURKIN. 

SUBJECT JAMES EARL RAY ARRIVED ABOARD MILITARY AIRCRAFT 

AT MILLINGTON NAVAL AIR STATION THREE THIRTYSEVEN A.M. THIS DATE. 

PRE-PLANNED ARRANGEMENTS WENT SMOOTHLY. TRANSFER OF PRISONER 

TO SHERIFF COMPLETED FOUR ZERO ONE A.M. DEPARTURE FROM NAVAL 

AIR STATION IN CONVOY AT FOUR ZERO SIX A.M. SUBJECT ENTERED INTO 

SHELBY COUNTY JAIL FOUR TWENTYNINE A.Mo THIS DATE. ENTIRE 

PROCEEDINGS HELD WITHOUT INCIDENT. 

P. END. 

RGJ:BN (l)L--

______ M Per _____ _ 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-3fr (i'l.ev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 7/19/68 

Transmit the following in _____ P_L_A_I_N_T_E_X_T ___________ _ 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

TELETYPE URGENT 
Via _________ --------------------

(? riority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -

TO: DIRECTOR (44-38861) 

FROM: MEMPHIS (44-1987) (2P) 

MURKIN. 

SUBJECT JAMES E. RAY'S RETURN TO THIS COUNTRY, HIS 

RELEASE TO LOCAL AUTHORITIES, AND HIS SUBSEQUENT TRANSPORTATION 

FROM A NEARBY MILITARY INSTALLATION TO THE COUNTY JAIL AT 

MEMPHIS, TENN., WERE EFFECTED ON JULY NINETEEN INSTANT IN 

SUCH A SMOOTH, PROFESSIONAL MANNER AS TO REFLECT VERY 

FAVORABLY ON THE FBI. LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS 

HAVE EXPRESSED GREAT APPRECIATION FOR THE BUREAU'S 

ASSISTANCE AND DIRECTION IN ALL PHASES OF THIS MATTER. 

NUMEROUS CONFERENCES WITH LOCAL OFFICIALS WERE HELD 

UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE SAC, WHO WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR 

THE OVER-ALL SUCCESS; HOWEVER, SA KENNETH L. BOUNDS, 

ASSIGNED TO SOG, AND SA'S JOE C. HESTER AND ROBERT F. BOYLE 

OF THE MEMRHIS OFFICE WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR MUCH OF THE 
Air ,el . -··-

----uETATLED PLANNING THAT WENT ON IN THESE CONFERENCES, AND 

Tel.type THESE AGENTS WERE IN LARGE MEASURE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE J .. Jj- /Y 
A.IA -~ 1/Jj-lt//f"-~- -

OVERWHELMING SUCCESS OF THIS OPERATI~A.I'.~"-~ .. 

Reg. Ma~.1 ____ _ 

Regi SAf!,pfo\..e.d.; ... ~==---'-/--=----­
Special Agent in Charge 

M 

Sent 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev, 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in ----------,--------------------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ________ _ 
(Priority J j 

------------------------------------------------L------- -

ME 44-1987 

PAGE TWO 

IT IS THEREFORE RECOMMENDED THAT SA'S BOUNDS, HESTER, 

AND BOYLE BE CONSIDERED FOR INCENTIVE AWARDS FOR THEIR 

INGENUITY, RESOURCEFULNESS, AND TACT IN PLANNING AND 

DEALING WITH PERSONS FROM VARIOUS OTHER INTERESTED LAW 

ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES. 

IN ADDITION TO THOSE AGENTS MENTICNED ABOVE, THERE WERE 

TEN OTHER MEMPHIS AGENTS INVOLVED IN THIS TRANSFER OF THE 

SUBJECT. IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT A GENERAL LETTER OF 

COMMENDATION BE DIRECTED TO THE SAC, MEMPHIS, FOR INCLUSION 

IN THE PERSONNEL FILES OF THESE TEN AGENTS. P. END. 

Approved: __________ _ Sent ___ _ M Per ______ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-159 (Rev. 5-23-66) 

RECORD OF INFORMATION FURNISHED OTHER AGENCIES 

Orally _____ _ By Telephone 
date date 

Information concerning: 

fl£, 

Information furnished from File, Serial, and Page Number: 

/VJ p ']P /J~f-L i-o r"1 t;: / '7-/ 1-~ ~ 
,<..e t. ,e 1 ;,., cl /J1 ,E I £J,' S ;.L 17-;r, · 

Information furnished was obtained: 

~ring course of Bureau investigation 

D from informants 

D from complainants or other sources 

Information furnished to: 

Ca..p+~ 

Number of items disseminated: 

Remarks: 

(j)- t;'!-1 'tr'] 
I_ &&-1&1'1 

.J, 6. /(~ ) yY)~~~ 

~G 

:D11tt!tif Y Jl! ,7Jd JJl,/Altl ;rU 
•8r,eeied A~errt 

SfC. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 7-19-68 

Transmit the following in -------=---~P.._.L~A ....... I ..... N.__.TE=X~T-;-;-----------, 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

TELETYPE Via _______ _ URGENT 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -

TO SAC MINNEAPOLIS 

FROM MEMPHIS (44-1987) 

MURKIN. 

FOR INFO MP, JAMES E. RAY CURRENTLY CONFINED SHELBY COUNTY 

JAIL, MEMPHIS, TENN. 

CAPI'AIN J. G. RAY, INTELLIGENCE CHIEF, MEMPHIS, PD, ADVISED/ 

THAT AT FIVE FORTYFIVE P.M. THIS DATE, ONE THOMAS A. E. HOUGHTON, 

LISTING ADDRESS AS ONE TWO ONE SIX FORTYFIVE AND ONE HALF AVE., 

N .E., MINNEAPOLIS, PHONE SIX ONE TWO - SEVEN EIGHT EIGHT - ONE 

THREE SEVEN SEVEN, CALLED SHELBY COUNTY JAIL WISHING TO SPEAK TO 

JAMES E. RAY. PERMISSION DENIED. AT EIGHT TWENTY P.M. THIS DATE 

A TELEGRAM WAS RECErvl.n AT JAIL, ADDRESSED TO SUBJECT ASKING RAY 

TO CALL TOM HOUGHTON✓ COLLECT, AT MINNE;,APOLIS PHONE SIX ONE TWO -

SIX FOUR SIX - SEVEN ONE ONE THREE /' 

MINNEAPOLIS BY RETURN TELETYPE, ADV! SE RESULTS OF INDICES 

CHECK AND CHECK WITH MINNEAPOLIS PD AND CHECK FOR SUBSCRIBERS TO 

A13OVE PHONE NUMBERS FOR ANY IDENTIFIABLE DATA RE HOUGHTON. ALSO 

WHEN AVAILABLE CONDUCT CREDIT CHECK AND ATTEMPI' TO ASCERTAIN BASIS 

FOR HOUGHTON' S INTEREST IN CONTACTING SUBJECT. 

WHL/dndD 
(1~ 

P. END. 

IY II 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SARCHtD______ DSERI ALI 

JUL 19 1968 
FBI - MEMPHIS 
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File • Serial Cl-arge Out 
FD-5 (Rev. l: 60) 

SUB~N File _____________________ Date ___ _ 

Class. 

D Pending 

Serial Ho, 

Case No. Last Serial 

□ Closed 

Description of Serial 

--1T~.R-ANSFERVED TO FILE 44-1987-SUB-O 
Serial 13 mad~• serial t 1 

14 " " 7 

12-lQ-68 llh 

Employee 

Date 
- Charged 

RECHARGE D~e _____ _ 

To _______________ From ________ _ 

Date charged 

Employee 

Location 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



(Mount C!!pplng 1n Space Below) 

1 

n r 
;:::, "'.\/\ F 

Criminal Court Judge W. Preston Battle, one of 
the most experienced trial judges in Memphis, was 
announced tf•,lay as the judge in the trial of James 
Earl Ray for the slaying of Dr. Martin Lut3::er King 
,Jr. 

A short, heavyset man who runs ;,, no-;onsense 
courtroom, Battle has been trial judge for a number 
of major cases since he first took the bench in 1959. 

He presided at both trials of 
Louis F. Montesi, grocery 
executive convicted of killing 
his wife. 

Battle's decisions have 
beer.. reversed several times, 
including the first Montesi 
trial, but lawyers say this is 
the mark of a judge who 
hears a lot of cases and isn't 
afraid to blaze new traiis. 

Serious, almost scowling, 
on the bencli', -foe 60~year-old 

i ~(t .,l,,'t\..J 
~-4~te' 

After rrcei\1ln::; his 1~ccnse 
to practh:e lav✓ '·iii 1P3~~, he 
beca::nc ~ssist2r~t district at .. 
torney general for Shc::Ov 
Cou~ty, a post l1e ifle16 fer 11 
years, serving on the s~affs 
of Atty. Ge:1s. \V. T. 1\/i"cL::iin, 
Marion .Boyd ancl V{'ll Gc:r­
ber. 

In 19'15 he entered pr!vate 
Javv· practice in M.en1phls, 
with the majority of his 
cases devoted to crirnirai. 
la\V. In 1959 he \vas app~int­
ed judge for Division m of 
the Criminal Court of Shelby 
Catmty, a newly created 
court, and has since bccn 
elected to the bench. 

A member of the Memphis 
and Shelby County Bar Asso­
ciation, he has served on the 
board of directors and exec­
utive committee. He h2,s 
served as •nresident of the 
Memphis a11d Shelby County 
Mental' Health Asscch,tlon, 
bas been 2.ctive in adult edu­
cation classes at Sa1_,thwest­
ern (lnd goes c'.:::ep 2ec1 fish--
1 :s for a hoj'.Jy. 

NI:1.rr~ed in 1~;-~1 to th~ f0r­
n·1r:r F .. ~ o re n c e \\l~!.~rL~lcl 
Boyce of fy1emphis, .he has 
fot:r children, Mrs. E. Frank 
1{ing, '7V. J. Britton III~ r.,,~rs. 
2. R. Kinnebrew III, 2.nd 'if. 
Preston B:ittle J;r, 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

-- !J.J:::;~rr1Is 11r:~ss 
SCI?-2IT;0.R 

I 
Date: 1- I 1 - & r 
Edition: (l7 /cl-0{)U..:f h 
Author: 

Ed!to('.1JJ.1Ill.sE·s- ~:;- '!i 

Title: 

Character: 

or 

Classification: 

Submitting Office: 
"'.,...-~I"~•· "":'l"..-
;;:i,;,.~".; ... ' ~ ;..✓- ;~ • .Ji... ~;1 

0 Beinq Investigated 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JUDGE Ti'/. PRESTOI\! Bii2'1'L~ 
To Preside in Ray 't~~icd 
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All 

TO: DIBBCTOB. (44-38861) 

FKOII: DMPBIS (44-1987) P 

IIURltilf. 

Criminal Court Judge w. PBESTOJI BA.TTLB/~ill hear trial of 
JABS BAIU, RAY. llelllpbis indices disclose DO pertia'lt derogatory 
data concerning BA.Tl'LB. Memphis indices disclose Airtel subaitted 
to Bureau in Bufile 44-30948 captioned "Deputy (FJf'U) BOmtA.lfO, East 
Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana. Sheriff's Office; URSUB, Jailer, 
Bast Baton Rouge Parish Jai 1, East Baton Rouge, Louis1ana; VHSUB. 
Jailer, Jlempbi.S Police Department Jai 1, llemphis, Tennessee; Judge 
W. PRBS'.l'Olf BlffLB, Shelby CountJ Criainal Cotlrt, DivWon #3, 
Memphis, Tennessee• DOUGLAS LAlfID - VICl'IM, CB.•• This Airtel was 
RUC comau.nication from lleapbis. Victia inslant case alleged Judge 
BATTLB violated bis conatitutional ri1hts. 

Another reference ia Mempbis file disclosed Airtel dated 
11-1-65 subaitted to Bureaa under caption "W. PUSTOB BAffLB, 
Judge, Shelby Cou:ty Court, lleapbla, Tennessee; GBOBGB EDWARD DRAPER, 
Public Defender, Shelby County, Memphis, Tennessee; WILLIAM D. 
BAYUS, Assistant Attorney General, Shelby County, Memphis, Tenn.; 
Lt. JA•s P. TALLBY, Poliee Department, llempbis, Tennessee; BAltOLD 
WARD YATES - VICTIM, at." In 'this Civil Bights coaplaint, victia 
YATBS alleged that Judge BATTLB refused to let him say ~ytbing 
during course of trial and alleged BA'ffLB violated his igbts by 
this and tb.e exclusive sentence which was given him. 

In addition, City Attorney JOSBHI A _ foraer Special 
A1ent (Retired), advised lte bas Jmown Jlldge BATTLE personally for 
25 years. Be described BATn.B bas being respected both socially 
and professionally in the coaaunity. Juctce BATl'LE further described 
as Judge wbo makes all attorneys "toe the line" in his courtroom 
and is strict in re1ard to proceedings. l'ormer SA CANALE advised 
in confidence tbat he bad never heard a word against Judge BATTLB's 
character, reputation, inte1rity, or ethies as a Judge. 

BUUAU (Bnc. 2) 
DMPBIS 

J:BJf 
(4)~ 
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11B 44-1987 

J'u'ther, for the assistance of tu Bureau, there ls 
su.baitted herewith an article which appeared in the llid-Solltb 
Bdition of the "lteapllis Press Scialitar" on 7-19-68, which farther 
described Judge MTTLB. 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 7-22-68 

Transmit the following in -------=-------=-------------i 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

via __ T_E_LE_T_Y_P_E ___ _ URGENT 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L---- -- -

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) , ~£ z 
FROM MEMPHIS (44-1987) Q;JLJ1<:1-~.-u?-~..;;f - ,c~~/ 

MURKIN. 

ON THIS DATE SUBJECT JAMES EARL RAY APPEARED BEFORE 

JUDGE W. PRESTON BATTLE, CRIMINAL COURT, SHELBY COUNTY, MEMPHIS, 

TENN. DURING COURSE OF PROCEEDINGS ARTHUR HANES, SR., ATTORNEY 

FOR SUBJECT, REQUESTED INDICTMENT BE READ. CLERK OF COURT READ 

INDICTMENT• ARTHUR HANES, JR.•• ALSO PRESENT IN COURT WITH ARTHUR 

HANES, SR. STATE WAS REPRESENTED BY ATTORNEY GENERAL PHIL CANALE, 
AND 
/ROBERT DWYER, 

HANES ENTERED PLEA OF NOT GUILTY ON BEHALF OF SUBJECT 

RAY. ATTORNEY GENERAL CANALE ADVISED JUDGE BATTLE THAT BOTH HE 

AND HANES, ATTORNEY FOR DEFENSE, HAD AGREED TRIAL DATE SHOULD BE 

SET AS NOVEMBER TWELVE. JUDGE BATTLE SET NOVEMBER TWELVE AS 

TRIAL DATE. 

ENTIRE PROCEEDINGS IN JUDGE BATTLE'S COURT TOOK APPROXI­

l\1ATELY TEN MINUTES. RATHER ELABORATE SECURITY ARRANGEMENTS SET UP. 

ALL VISITORS TO COURTROOM WERE SEARCHED PRIOR TO ENTRANCE, EMPTIED 

POCKETS ON CHAIR, AND THEREAFTER GIVEN NUMBER AND PASS FOR ENTRANC,:;. 

PRIOR TO ENTRANCE INTO COURTROOM,· ALL VISITORS PHOTOGRAPHED AND 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-3h (Rev 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in ______________________ ___. 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ________ _ 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -

PAGE TWO 

REQUIRED TO STATE NAME, ADDRESS, AND BUSINESS IN CONNECTION WITH 

APPEARANCE IN COURTROOM. THIS WAS DONE BY USE OF VIDEO TAPE AND 

PERMANENT RECORD WILL BE MAINTAINED OF SAME. ATTORNEY GENERAL 

CANALE AND MEMBERS OF HIS STAFF WERE ALSO SEARCHED AND PHOTOGRAPHED 

PRIOR TO ENTRY INTO COURTROOM. 

P. 

END 

Approved: __________ _ Sent ______ M Per ______ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 7/22/68 
Transmit the following in _____ P_LA_I_..c;_NT-----EX ___ T ____________ __, 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via __ T_E_L_ET_Y_P_E __ _ URGENT 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -
TO: BIRMINGHAM 

FROM: MEMPHIS (44-1987) (IP) 

MURKIN. 

RUBUTEL TO MEMPHIS JULY NINETEEN LAST. 

BY TEL DATED JUNE EIGHTEEN LAST, THE MEMPHIS DIVISION 

FURNISHED BUREAU A LIST OF NAMES OF INDIVIDUALS BEING USED BY 

SHELBY COUNTY, TENN., SO IN HANDLING SUBJECT RAY DURING HIS 

PERIOD OF CONFINEMENT AT THE SHELBY COUNTY JAIL. INCLUDED 

IN THIS LIST WAS THE NAME OF ED ASHBURN, DOB 
~--------~ 

AT FENTRESS COUNTY, TENN., CURRENT ADDRESS P.O. BOX SIX EIGHT, 

CARTHAGE, TENN. 

BY RETEL, BUREAU DDVISED THAT THE NAME ED ASHBURN APPEARED 

IN THE JUNE TWENTYFOUR, SIXTYEIGHT, COMMUNICATION FROM 

BIRMINGHAM CAPTIONED "UNITED KLANS OF AMERICA." THE BUREAU 

REQUESTED THAT BUREAU BE ADVISED IF THESE INDIVIDUALS ARE 

IDENTICAL. / 

BIRMINGHAM ,~VISE MEMPHIS, AND IF NECESSARY BUREAU, irtel, ______ / 

IF ED ASHBURN,VOOB IS IDENTICAL WITH eletype ____ _ 

ED ASHBURN MENTIONED IN COMMUNICATION DESCRIBED ABOVE. P. END • • M. ______ _ 

•'fl n c==-:: :-: -------

. ec. Del. 
;__: : , ". ! · :_; / -.:_ ') -~---See_ ll4-1987 Sub MM=· ~li..t:~91-
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AIR.TEL 

PBOK: 

llUBKIN 

nD.BC1Ul, nt <••-saa11> 
SAC, KDPIIIS (44-1987) (P) 

"DOI' -

7/13/88 

"Your verdict better be our verdict; you go the 
way of Kini!. m -

''1-30 • 68" 

U. s. Attorney THOMAS L. BOBIHBON, ltemphis, Tenness•, 
advised on 7/23/68 that the contents of the m-g• 
appearing on the poetcard directed to Judge BATILE containS 
a veiled threat and that be would authorise prosecution of 
the individual fe violation of 'title is, section 876, use, 
i1 the 1ncU.vidual who 1s r•pone:t.ble t.or preparing and 
malling thia postcard ia identified. 

The ltea,phis Division hU initiated a separate 
tnvestt.ga tion in 1h18 matter and baa advJa ed the Bureau 

111 ""-• airtel dated 7/23/68 captioned tttnmUB• w. PBESlt>N BAffLB -"'- rtel ..,,, , 
- Yle'IBlt~~IOM - RACIAL MATRBJ 00 MIMPHiltt. 

ff-/t://;7'- ~-/Y-/9 

~--
I'IL- -. __ _ _ ~--JJb~==-
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U 44-198'1 

Th• Jleraphill Dtviaion anticipates tblt 1D the futu-e 
additional c--.mt.eattona of this type wlu.ch ue poaible 
violations of the Federal Eatol-t1on Statute will be received 
bJ officen d tile Court Wbo are r•pamalble f• tu trial 
of J'AD8 UBL IAYt aelMcluled on 11/18/68; theref_..., the ltemphia 
D1vi81on lnieadS • opea aw 9 cJ.ua1:f1cat1oa caaea in the· 
lllllpld.111 D:lvlflicm when au.eh e_.mtoatiooa are received and 
wanant IIU8h action. The Bur•u will be kept advifled under 
the ll'OllKD cavt:t.on of th.ae c-,1a1nta u they are rec•ived. 
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Indices Search SI ip 
FD-160 (Rev. 10-1-59) 

TO: CHIEF CLERK 

Subject 

Aliases 

Address 

CJ Ex.g.ct Spelling 

[TIAl~, References 

---2:-.,,.--;/ I/; 

c=JMain Subversive Case Files Only 

C:=Jsubversive References Only 

File & Serial Number 

Requested by 

Se arched by ~. 

Date 

.I"' 
~~L )~ .:.~-~/. 

Birth Date Birthplace Race 

c=JMain Criminal Case Files Only CJRestrict to Locality of 

CJ Criminal References Only 

LJ Main Subversive (If no Main, list all Subversive References) 

CJ Main Criminal (If no Main, list all Criminal References) 

Remarks File & Serial Number 

Squad Extension File No. 

Remarks 

' 

Sex 
0Male 
0Female 

,'? //4' 2/4 ,,7 //', I q ff,!,/ JJ ,J--n t/1-1 // // L :,,,✓- . , ✓-- _;i (,,/"Ji {-f-1 i5 ,'ti (., 
/Dr.? A_ /fl ./ A ./. /< · .... :.: .. / ~/}· ;' __,.C,-A,"'./J (date} SEARCH Lu . . .. ii1JEXED.,,,,.,,,,,,.,,,, 

Consolidated by I <--
.. . /)!1~r:-!-SERIALl,£1;,.l)yn.:1'\f.i 

(date) t, Ii -~. 1 1968 
Reviewed by FB, ~,. •\1E " , I 

~-•·""". I ;> J 7' 
(date) 

----- i / 7-F lie Review Symbols 
,. 

I - Identical ? - Not identifiable 
' NI - Not identical u - Unavailable reference 
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Indices Search SI ip 
FD-160 (Rev. 10-1-59) 

TO: CHIEF CLERK 

Subject 

Aliases 

Date 

I 
;:i,..,//·_./l 

Address Birth Date Birthplace Race Sex 
0Male 
0Female 

w 9"ct Spelling 

L.L.,d".All References 

c=JMain Criminal Case Files Only c=JRestrict to Locality of 

C:=J Criminal References Only 

c=JMain Subversive Case Files Only 

c:::=Jsubversive References Only 

C=:J Main Subversive (If no Main, list all Subversive References) 

C:=J Main Criminal (If no Main, list all Criminal References) 

File & Serial Number Remarks File & Serial Number Remarks 

/- /7,:2, ~/-;I!) - ill ,.hp· / l? ,,. d-~ ;:;_ , , ... A;,)r:;; 

t/P-
/'. 

2:1 ,j - 0P /j,-;JC:7t.-'7 ;{✓~:.l,;.,..:_j'1,f, ;.C:( ' ... -1-"i,;,1." ~-~I'--,,;..,;._-,:.~,_,.,, < ,,-c.:, - ---- ---

;l,;?-~~--ytff - / (I ✓ 

~·_..,)Z~;.~-~ .<ff t i- ,,; ;,/ 

(,.? ·1 (.j /l{)J; 0 ·- c /. -- ,;,,z r .... I d,,"' :,,--/i.,A-✓ mrll,' /I 
/I 
' 

Requested by Squad Extension File No. 

Searci:1 by, , ,/J ·? ~--, ·;;, /,(/ ®---iU'··2/¥uk:· rt ,,!~ L_;? / :i.,:::2, /-tf,--;;7c:,_,?.:t:__,, 

i. ~<- ,,.::.~- 2U 
~- (. ''f /,,~ (dat/J I ;;:;~:~r,~~,rn~ .. ~- •' , .,/ --c-· 

Consolidated by / -
(, 

(date) 1"l , ~ 1gss 1 Reviewed by FS1 _,,M,,>o~ t 
(date) 

File Review Symbols 

-n-•-·r {\ ~-\ 
I - Iden ti cal ? - Not identifiable 

NI - Not identical u - Unavailable reference 

,. 
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Indices Search SI ip 
FD-160 (Rev, 10-1-59) 

TO: CHIEF CLERK,·. 

Subject 

Aliases 

Address 

ct Spelling 

CJMain Subversive Case Files Only 

~Subversive References Only 

ii 

Requested by 

Searched b.y 
.,,,./'; 

·'" , / 
Consolidated by 

Reviewed by 

File Review Symbols 

Date 

Birth Date Birthplace Race Sex 
0Male 
0Female 

CJ Main Criminal Case Files Only ~ Restrict to Locality of 

CJ Criminal References Only 

LJ Main Subversive (If no Main, list all Subversive References) 

D Main Criminal (If no Main, list all Criminal References) 

File & Serial Number Remarks 

'I 

quad Extension File No. 

(date) 

~ ~.. (.. ·" 
lflf -·! '1 t '"'Jdlttt 
SEAR Cf I ED. .............. JriDEXED .............. .. 

(date) 
SERIA~,~ED,<222-.t ... . 

. ;: I(_ ·: :s 1958 '1 

date) 
FB! - MEMPHIS I 

1---------,---:,-=~-t-
l/ I 

- Identical ? - Not identifiable 
NI - Not identical U - Unavailable reference 
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AmTEL 

TO 

FROM . 
• 

SUBJECT: 

DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)(P) 

MURKIN 

7/23/68 

For the assistance 9f the Bureau, the following three 
individuals will be the Stje. Prosecutors in the case involving 
JAMES EARL RAY: ./ 

/ 
l/' /' 

PHIL M. CANALE, 'JJ,Y., X,istrict Attorney General; 
ROBERT K. DJYlR,~e¢'utive Assistant to the District 

Attorney General•/ 
JAMES c. BEASLEYyissistant District Attorney General 

I 
CANALE is senior prosecutor, with DWYER next in rank 

in his office. 

Memphis indices were searched regarding the above­
mentioned three individuals. 

No record identifiable with JAMES C. BEASLEY located 
in Memphis indices. 

ROBERT K. DWYER is National Academy Graduate of the 
51st Session and results of applicant investigation previously 
made available to Bureau. No data in Memphis files concerning 
DWYER of derogatory nature. 

In connection with CANALE, bis name appears in various 
Civil Rights inquiries conducted by the Memphis Division. Bureau's 
attention directed to Memphis Airtel dated 12/6/65, captioned, 
"PHIL M. CANALE, JR., District Attorney General, 15th Judicial 

ji/j-/fl/:7-~-IY~,c.fd ,, .~ - Bureau 
, . "CT - Memphis 
'':•li.: .RGJ :ME 

(4) 

l Lt, , 
L. ,. n .,t.. Ii v\_,,., 

·-r .... \.,/ 
/ L,,,,,,•"" 
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ME# 44-1987 

Circuit of Tennessee, Memphis, Tennessee; HAROLD WARD YATES -
VICTIM; CIVIL RIGHTS"; Memphis report dated 11/4/63 of SA CYRIL 
F. BUSCH captioned "PHIL•• CANALE, District Attorney General, 
Memphis, Tennessee; CARL OSCAR BURRIS - VICTIM; CIVIL RIGHTS"; 
Memphis Airtel dated 11/10/58 captioned "PHIL M. CANALE, Attorney 
General, Memphis, Tennessee; DELMAR IHLE - VICTIM; CIEL RIGHTS.n 

In the above three captioned matters, no derogatory 
information was reported. 

In addition, the Bureau's attention is directed to 
Mempiis Airtel dated 1/23/62, captioned "UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, Police 
Department, Memphis, Tennessee; Alleged Corruption - Miscellaneous 
Information." In this matter, both DWYER and CANALE requested 
assistance of the FBI in conducting investigation of the Memphis 
Police Department. 

Since my arrival in the Memphis Division approximately a 
year ago, there has been no information brought to my attention 
that could in any way be considered a reflection on CANALE, 
DWYER or BEASLEY. This office has enjoyed a good working 
relationship with the State Attorney General's Office here in 
Memphis. 

-2-
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JUL 23 1968 
FBI- IIEMPHIS 
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AIBTBL 

7/WG8 
PLUJfflll.T 

TO: DDIJICfGR, .nD (4.4-38861) 

no11: sac, illllRB& (44-1987) (P) 

IUaDC'f: mu:u, 
00: .. 

Be lfeaplde atrtel to Banau, 7/23/68, 
GOllCN'aiag the •tw beiag utllieed bJ lleapbis la 
balldling thNateailla oea ■1mdeatt.oM l'Neived 1>1 ,....._ 
ia•1Yed in tile fetlaNld.ag trial et Jllllll BAIL RAT 
~ tu 11/U/88. 

For u.e.tld ... tioa of tlae Buen, captain 
JBl'.ILL G. UT, Jatelligence Squad, MIIIIPld.8 JD, wbO 
is 011n..tl1 w ...... ta charge ef tb.e aeovit, of 
aubjeet UY de.t.U UY'a confin-t at tile Shelby' 
aoaa. ty Jail, •· .~ iateneptecl a ,-toard addreae4 
• JIit'. B. IAY,v · · ,, ,......_._ ftl.9 postcard, 
Wb:i.c'dl was pea1aa.11lecl at Kew Yolrk, ... '!'erk, 7/D/88, 
'bOre the • ..._. "'f•• are wd te die." 

TM Ke_,11'8 DiYtai• blle opened a Mpullte 
oue ill tllla •tter aad the Blll"eat& baa been edriaed DJ 

UB:PBB 
(-i) /~ 

l/ 

.. _____ 11·{f -1 <JJ 7 -~ - IY~otcg 
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atrtel dated f/14/aa Wider tile captloa "UlfSUB; B·. 
RAY - Ylc.Tlllst

; D'l'OlrllOII - U; 00: D. 

Tile BIU'eall will be kept ad-,Stled Wlder tne 
aua111 eapti.ea oi tllNe type· of ooaplaiata :lf tbeJ 
-. reeelwed. 

I 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 7 /25/68 

Transmit the following in -----------------------' 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ___ TE_._LE_T_Y_PE __ _ URGENT 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L----- - -

TO: SPRINGFIELD 

FROM: MEMPHIS (44-1987) (IP) 

MURKIN. 

ADVISE MEMPHIS FULL REGISTRATION DATA FOR A 

NINETEEN SIXTY SEVEN CHEVROLET COR,'R BEARING ILLINOIS 

LICENSE HJ THREE NINE ONE SEVEN.V' P. 

END. 

NOTE: Above info requested by capt. J. G. 
RAY, Intelligence Unit, Memphis PD, in connection with 
subject RAY's security. 

RFB:LF 
(1) ,\) J,' 

/ I 
v \/;:~:\i 

Approved: --T~/ ~)l_,~ __ c~,~.,Jl,a· P'e::...~_i' ----­

Special Agent in Charge 
Sent 
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SEARCHEft..J NDEXED_.4. 

JUL :2 5 
FBI - MEMPHIS 
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FD-36 ,(Rev, 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 7 /25/68 

Transmit the following in ---------:=------,-------,-,---------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ___ T_E_LE_T_YP_E __ _ URGENT 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -

TO: BIRECT0B, (44-38861) 

FROM: MEMPHIS (44-1987) (lP) 

MURKIN. /~ 
JOHN LARRY RAY /4BI O. THREE SIX EIGHT SEVEN TWO FIVE A, 

AND JERRY WILLIAM RAY, I NO. EIGHT SIX TWO SIX FIVE ONE A, 

BROTHERS OF a.«MES EARL RAY, ARE CURRENTLY IN MEMPHIS, AND IT 

IS ANTICIPATED THAT THEY WILL REQUEST TO VISIT RAY AT THE 

SHELBY COUNTY JAIL ON JULY TWENTY EIGHT NEXT. 

CAPT. J. G. RAY, INTELLIGENCE UNIT, MEMPHIS PD, WHO HAS 

BEEN ASSIGNED TO RESPONSIBILITY FOR RAY'S SECURITY, HAS 

REQUESTED PHOTOGRAPHIC COPIES OF BOTH JOHN AND JERRY RAY'S 

FINGERPRINTS IN ORDER TO INSURE THAT THESE INDIVIDUALS 

REQUESTING PERMISSION TO VISIT JAMES EARL RAY ARE IN FACT 

RAY I s BROTHERS. 

THE FBI IDENTIFICATION DIVISION IS REQUESTED TO IMME­

DIATELY FORWARD TO THE MEMPHIS DIVISION PHOTOGRAPHIC OR 

SUITABLE COPIES OF JOHN AND JERRY RAY'S FINGERDRINTS. 

END. 

Approved: ------'---=t=--­
Special Agent in Charge 

. VA, 

Sent 

P . 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 7 /24/68 

Transmit the following in ____________________ ___, 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

TELETYPE Via _______ _ URGENT 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -

TO: 

FROM: 

BUREAU (44-38861) 

MEMPHIS (44-1187) (3P) 

MURKIN. 

RE MEMPHIS A IRTELS TO BUREAU DATED JULY TWENTY 'J;'.HREE AND 
,/ 

TWENTY FOUR LAST AND DIVISION SIX SUPERVISORZOSE C KELLY'S 

TELEPHONE CALL TO MEMPHIS THIS DATE. 

ON JULY TWENTY TWO LAST MARTHA JOHNSON, SECRETARY TO 

SHELBY COUNTY, TENN., CRIMINAL COURT JUDGE W. PRESTON BATTLE, 

RECEIVED VIA REGULAR MAIL AT JUDGE'S OFFICE AN ANONYMOUS POST 

CARD DIRECTED TO THE JUDGE ON WHICH APPEARED THE MESSAGE 

"BOY, YOUR VERDICT BETTER BE OUR VERDICT; OR YOU GO THE WAY: 

OF KING! KKK. II THIS CARD WAS POSTMARKED P.M. JULYZWE y 

LAST AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK. 

ON JULY TWENTY TWO, LAST, MRS. TOY STRICKLAND SECRETARY 

TO SHELBY COUNTY, TENN., SHERIFF WILLIAM MORRIS, RECEIVED VIA 

REGULAR MAIL AT BHERIFF' S OFFICE A POST CARD DIRECTED TO THE 

SHERIFF ON WHICH APPEARED THE MESSAGE "DEAR BILL, GLAD RAY'S 

IN YOUR HANDS. OVER HERE WE ALL KNOW NO WHITE MAN IS GOING 

TO DIE FOR A NIGGER. 

RFB:LF 
1 

LET'S US WHITE FOLKS SHOW THEM. LET 

¥ If - I I/ I) 1- Ji-,J)~ -IY -- ?£' 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in -----------------------< 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via _________ ----------------------. 
(Priority} I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -
ME 44-1987 
PAGE TWO 

RAY GO FREE LIKE WE ALWAYS DO. u SIGNED "JAKE HARRIS~N, 

TENN." THIS CARD WAS POSTMARKED P.M. JULY NINETEEN LAST,NEW 

YORK, NEW YORK. THE HANDWRITINGS ON BOTH OF THESE CARDS MAY 

HAVE BEEN PREPARED BY SAME INDIVIDUAL. 

THESE TWO POST CARDS WERE FORWARDED TO FBI LABORATORY 

REQUESTING HANDWRITING COMPARISON AS WELL AS LATENT FINGERPRINT 

EXAMINATION BY MEMPHIS AIRTEL DATED JULY TWENTY THREE LAST 

CAPTIONED "UNSUB; W. PRESTON BATTLE - VICTIM; EXTORTION -

RACIAL MATTER." 

ON JJJLY TWENTY FOUR INSTANT SHERIFF WILLIAM MORRIS, 
,l.f' 

MEMPHI~ RECEIVED AN ANONYMOUS POST CARD DIRECTED TO MR. E. 

RAY,/4MPHIS, TENN., ON WHICH APPEARED THE MESSAGE "Y; ARE-, -
NEXT TO DIE • " THIS CARD WAS POSTMARKED P. M. Ju.IlY TWENTY TWO 

LAST, NEW YORK, NEW YORK. THIS CARD WAS FORWARDED TO THE FBI 

LABORATORY REQUESTING APPROPRIATE EXAMINATION ON JULY TWENTY 

FOUR INSTANT BY MEMPHIS AIRTEL CAPTIONED "UNSUB; E. RAY -

VICTIM; EXTORTION - RACIAL MATTER." 

JUDGE BATTLE IS AWARE OF THE POST CARD DIRECTED TO HIM 

BUT IS NOT AWARE OF THE SIGNED POST CARD RECEIVED BY SHERIFF 

MORRIS OR THE POST CARD RECEIVED BY THE SHERIFF'S OFFICE DIRECTE 

Approved: __________ _ Sent ______ M Per _____ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in _____________________ _, 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ________ _ 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -

ME 44-1987 
PAGE THREE 

TO E. RAY. 

MR. THOMAS L. ROBINSON, USA, WESTERN DISTRICT OF 

TENNESSEE, MEMPHIS, HAS ADVISED THAT THE CONTENTS OF BOTH 

POST CARDS CONTAINING THE THREATS DO CONSTITUTE A VIODATION 

OF TITLE EIGHTEEN' SECTION EIGHT SEVEN SIX, use, AND THAT HE 

WOULD AUTHORIZE PROSECUTION OF THE INDIVIDUAL IF THE 

INDIVIDUAL OR INDIVIDUALS RESPONSIBLE FOR SENDING THESE 

THREATENING POST CARDS ARE IDENTIFIED. 

NEW YORK DIVISION HAS BEEN FURNISHED XEROX COPIES OF ALL 

THE ABOVE DESCRIBED POST CARDS AS WELL AS COMMUNICATIONS; 

HOWEVER, THE NEW YORK AND THE MEMPHIS DIVISIONS ARE NOT 

CONDUCTING ANY ACTIVE INVESTIGATION UNLESS SPECIFICALLY 

ADVISED TO DO SO BY THE BUREAU. 

THE SHELBY COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE IS N<Yr CONDUCTING ANY 

ACTIVE INVESTIGATION TO IDENTIFY THE SENDERS OF THESE POST 

CARDS. P. 

END. 

Approved: __________ _ Sent ______ M Per _____ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 
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7/26/68 

AIJtTEL 

TO: SAC, DALLAS 

.PROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P) 

SUBJECl': 1111UtIN 

At 5:50 p.m. 7/20/68, an unidentified ~ite male 
telephonically contacted the Shelby County, Tenn., Sheriff's 
Office and request~ permission to speak with JAMES EARL MY, 
who is currently confined at the Shelby County jail awaiting 
trial for the murder of Rev. lfAM'IN Lll'.l"Hlm KING J:B. This 
individual requested that RA:J call him at Greenville, Texas, 
te lepbone # 214-455-4220 .. t,,.// 

LEAD 

DALLAS DIVISION 

AT GaEENVILLE, TEXAS 

Determine to whom telephone# 214-455•4220 is 
listed and conduct credit and criminal cheeks regarding 
subscriber. 

.. !Ye/ .. 

- .~. 
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7/26/68 

AIRTEL 

TO: SAC, SEATTLE 

PROMt SAC• MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P) 

SlJBJECi': MURKIN 

..,..,,.,/" 

At 2:50 a.m. 7/20/68 the Shelby County, J~nn., 
Sheriff 1 s Office received a telephone call from_)ltri individual 
who identified himself as being~ BAlfflETT,· a member of 
the PD, Olympia, wash., telephone II 206-943-7928. During 
the conversation, this individual stated that he was a 
friend of JAMES EARL RAY, who is currently confined in tbe 
Shelby County fail awaiting trial for the murder of Rev. 
MAB.TIN LVI'BER KING Jlt. This .individual indicated that be 
and RAY were in the service together and the individual was 
very concerned about RAY 1sefety. 

BARNETT requ.ested that RAY be advised tha.t be had 
made inquiry regarding his welfare, and he requested that, 
if possible, RAY telepbonically contact him at the above 
telephone number. 

LEAD 

SErrTLE DI'VIS!Olf 

AT OLYMPIA, WASH. 

Will identify GEDY BARlfflft described above and 
interview him regarding any knowledge he may have of JAMES 
EARL RAY, particularly any knowledge he bas regarding BAY•s 
activities subsequent to 4/23/67. 

~ 
N· 
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