
(MATER IAL MUT N)T  

P-45 (REV 413-6O) 

11 . partm of litgfire 

TO TH IS FILE) 

jLI flL 
LL' 

• #_,_ I -' 

.1 tJit 
i ut r-

L LAU 

yW ESTI 

B. re iIeNurnbe, 

See also No 

)3.çs Spi4 

TI 

-%,:r4o F-OW/ 
I op *),ell 

k 
C, 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



l 

______ ~ -w-..·· -itf-a-4. ___ .,. - Ll . -- . . -
··---i'-:··~-:;, 

L.....J 
,·,t i,J 

~·'·1 

.. \ ' .. 

. ~v . , ._-,,. 
, .. 

IN THE CRIMINAL COURT or SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE 

STATE OF TENNESSEE I 
NO. 16645 Murder First Degree 

vs. 
·I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

NO. 1681~ Carrying Dangerous Weapon 

.. '· ~/ 
' ·~ ·-:· . 

:.·.. ' ,. 
••.:•I . 

. ;::·.:. . ... 

JAMES 
··_Alias 

Alias 
Alias 

· Alias 

EARL RAY . 
Eric Starvo Galt, 
John Willard, 
Harvey Lowmeycr, 
Harvey Lowmyer. 

ORDER ON COURTHOUSE AND COURTROOM PROCEDURES AND PUBLICITY 

The Constitutions of the United States and the State of 

· :/_::.\: · :\' ... :· Tennessee guarantee defendants. j.n crimi~al cases due process of 
·,._- ..... _ .. 

law and the right to a fair trial .by ·an .impartia·1 jury-....... It is 
.: \ : 

the'duty of the trial Court to see that every defendant receives 

all his constitutional rights. 

From the world wide attention attracted to this case 

bar resulting in massive and pervasive publicity in the news 

>_.\:·:',··:media, the Court is of: the opinion that the following rules are 

... ·,·, .\ necessary to a .constitutionally guaranteed, orderly and fair :·- --: .-.t: 
.•_ ... ; 

.. <.::···"', __ . _ trial by an impartial jury, and therefore orders: 
. '.-" -:·~- ' 

I• 
. -

. ! 

·! 

·, . -· ·. The term "Criminal Courts I3uild-in-gs·•'--as- u.s-ed-h,orein ___ ;a,==--:---

. /: ,= · ·· shall mean the Criminal Courts l3uilding, 150 Washington, and the 

.· adjoining Shelby County 0Building, 157 Poplar Avenue, Memphis, 

Tennessee. 

All entrance wnys, corridors, and approaches to Court 

room_s, ·off ices and other rooms in the Criminal, C'ourts Buildings 

will be kept clear at all times for free access thereto by those 

using them in the course ~f their employment or ~hose having . 
· ·:-business to transact therein. 

II. 

No cameras, photographic, television, radio or sound 

equipment, im:luding tnpo rocoi•dors, will be pcrmiytou; in the 
,'\•, . . . 

,. -· 

Criminal Couft~ lluiidihgs er upon t11d alloy-ways, parkiril i~~ 
,,i 

,; 
; 

.j 

. i 

. ' 
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' .... _ ,_,·, .: : .. \. ~- ·~ . ' :-. ' , ~ . ,' . -· .. ·,, : ~ ... : _,.., ,, ;.: 

·yard~ or grou~ds immediately surrounding said buildings. No 

· '.~;:\:<<.··:'..photographs ;will be taken of the Jury, nor will they_ be televised.• < . 
. ,, .... ~ . ~ ~. 

· < _· ·No· sketches will be made in the Criminal Courts Buildings. 
~ . ' "'\ .. 

I • • 

. . \ . III. 
. · .">.;, ~ -,__:~--.' 

'All persons seeking admission to the Courtroom will 
.. 

' : :_ submit voluntarily to a search of his person before being admitted. 

IV. 

No one will enter ihe Courtroom after a session has 

\begun without permission of the Court, but must wait•until the· 

'. next recess. No one will leave the ·courtroom except at recess 

or adjournment except in an emergency. At noon·recess and 
"-., 

adjournment, and.at any othe~ time the Jury is retiring from the 

second floor, or the prisoner is being removed to the jail, the 

\ : ... spectators shall remain seated in the Courtroom until the Jury 

and prisoner have had_ ample time to withdraw, and said spectators. 

have bee~ given permissio~ to disperse. 

v. 
The bar of the Co.urt ·within the rail is reserved for 

.,:, 

the def encl ant, ·counsel,. members of the Bar, Court personnel 

, ,•i·: .. and ~uch- witnesses as counsel may desire to be within _<the bar -for 
.-;: .··.: ·., .. · .. -J·_:' ·.. -:. ·- . 

,. ~- .. 

· ·· consultation purposes. No one else. will enter without permission 

of_ the Court·. 

VI. 

-No one except attorneys.of record, their agents, Court· 

personnel, witnesses and Jurors may handle exhiqits except by 

·order of the· Court. 

VII. .. 
All lawyers participating in' this case, their assistants, 

. ·, 
I 

-1 
.·1 

I ·. I 
I . I 
I 

. I 
• . I . 

. l 

. i 
1 

i 

i ., 

·off ice associa tcs, staff rncmbcrs;··1nvestir,.:rtor-s--and eJ11µ]..o.>~ee§ _ ~--"<F"=-i;r'­

undcr their supervision and control arc forbidden to tako part 
' . . . 

in interviews for publicity nncl from making extra-judicial 

statements about this case from this .date until such time as a 

verdict is•returned in this case in open Court. 
-t2· 
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VIII. 

The County Medical. Examiner, Jury Co~missioners, 
.·1, 

:' . :· Criminal Court Clerk, County Sheriff, Police Officials and other 
.· . . 

law enforcement officers, employees of this Court, all other 
.·•1 

j ·' -' ':/\:·>/.persons employed in the "Criminal Courts Buildings", their 

·asiociates, deputies, assistants, staff members and personnel 

-,.: :.;·:·'. under their supervision and control are forbidden to participat~::_<· 

, · in in.tervi~ws for publicity and from making extra- judicial ,,. . . 
• statements about this case from this date arid until such time 

,· / 

·. as a verdict in this case is returned in open Court. 
-.:· )r· .. •: .. 

IX. 

All witnesses, persons subpoenaed to Grand J:,~~y or 

· Court, jurors, and those persons summoned but excused from 

.· -- serving as jurors, are forbidden to participate in interviews 

. for publicity and from making extra-judicial statements ·about 

. :<"':·.·.·this case from this date and until such time as a verdict-in 
' ' - ' 

~his case is returned in open Court. 

r 
x. 

. : '.f.' .. ··-·~'- ... - .· 
;; ,: .',',> ,..·_ ·~- 7 f. 

Nothing in this order shall prohibi~ any.witn~ss from 

,! ·,.:_::,:·discussing any matter in connection with the case with any of the 

attorneys representing the def~Ildant~ or_ the State, or any 
, --- --·---------·- . 

representative of such ·attorneys • 
.. . : 

• f. 

JUDGE, DIVISION ffi 
. . 

·- i : . ! 

j 

-. I 
' 

. . ' 

. ·i 

.. 
. . ' 

I 

•• l 

. . ; 

i 

. , 
. Criminal Court. of S,helby" Count)', Tennessee 

. Date: 

... 
·, 

: .. . i 

i - - ----~_... _/:--

I. 
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Director, FBI 7/19/68 

SAC, lleapbis (44-1987)(P) 

IIUBI!f 

Subaitted berewitb to tbe Bureau, for information 
purposes only, is one Xerox copy of an "Order on Courthouse 
and Courtrooa Procedures and Publicity," issued by Judge 
w. PRBSTOX BATTLB, Division III, Criminal Court of Shelby 
County, Tennessee, July 18, 1968, in case of State of Tennessee 
vs., JABS BBL BAY. 

2 - Bureau (Bnc.-1) 
11~.~.:;-- lleapbis 
'BdJ:B 
(3) 
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ST~I\TE OF TENNESSEE l 
Shelhy County 

I, J. A. BLACKWELL, Clerk of the Criminal Courts of Shelby County, Tennessee, 

do hereby certify that the foregoing .... i ........ F..OlJ.R ... (h) ...................................................... pages of writing contain a full, 

Order on Contempt of Court 
complete, true and perfect copy of :>a1.1~H:~e::Xp.r3."'cie.ld1'.rfgX had in the case of the State of 

B 166l-l5 and 
Tennessee, vs. Docket No.J>. .. )/S.$.19. ............ . 

JAMES EARL RAY 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• .. ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••n•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

IndictmE,:nt for ........... M:URDER ... IN. 'rIIB .. FIRST .. DEGREE ... & .. CARRYING__!\_ .. DANGEROUS ... 1•TJ-;:A_P.QN ...................................... . 

as the same now appears on file, and of record my office. 

WITNESS my hand and the seal of said Court, at office in J:v1en:-1phis, 

this, the ...... 30:ttL ............... day of... ................. !.TIJLY ..................................... 1.9 ..... .f:.Q. 

J. A. BLACKWELL, Clerk 

SEAL By, ......... dP.L ....... ~ .. ~-······················D. C. 
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IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE 

STATE OF TENNESSEE 

vs. 

JAMES EARL RAY 
Alias Eric Starvo Galt; 
Alias John Willard, 
Alias Harvey Lowmeyer,. 
Alias Harvey Lowmyer. 

I 
I 
1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

NO. 16645 Murder First Degree 

NO. 16819 Carrying Dangerous Weapon 

AMENDMENT TO ORDER 

The order heretofore entered in this cause on the· 

eighteenth day of July, 1968, and headed "Order on Courthouse 

and Courtroom Procedures··and Publicity'' is hereby amended as 

follows:---

In paragraphs VII, VIII and IX of said Order, the 

terms "interviews for publicity" and "extra-judicial statements" 

shall be limited to such interviews and statements as are 

prejudicial to a fair trial by an impartial jury in the case, 

This is done by the Court on its own motion, this 

twenty-third day of July, 1968. 

JUDGE, Division III 

Criminal Court 

,,. .. · 
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IN Tl!E CRIMINAL COU!ZT OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE 

STATE OF TENNESSEE 

vs. 
I 
I 
r 
I 
I 
I 
I 
r 
I 

NO. 16645 Murder First Degree 

NO. 16819 Carrying Dangerour Weapon 
JAMES EARL RAY 
Alias Eric Starvo Galtj 
Alias John Willard, 
Alias Ilarvey Lowmeyer, 
Alias Harvey Lowmyer. 

0 R D E R 

In this cause, the Court having heretofore appointed a 

committee of eight members of the Bar to act as amici curiae 

and said committee having this day filed a report that there is 

probable cause to believe that this Court's Order of July l.8 2 

196~ as amended July 23, 1968, has been violated by certain 

'individuals in certain circumstances~ to-wit: 

(1) Certain statements attributed to Arthur B. Hanes, Esq., 

to the effect that the shooting of Doctor Martin Luther King, Jr. 

involves a Communist conspirac:y 1 to the effect that bis clicntts 

rights were being tnirnp1cd in Jaily arid to the effect that 

his family and servants a!··e being threatened by "them", as quoted 

in the Memphis Press Scimitar of S:.turday, July 27, 1968, and the 

Commercial Appeal. of Sunday, July 28; 1968; 

(2) Certain statements in Memphis Press Scimitar of 

July 27, 1968, attributed to l~illiam Morris, Sheriff of Shelby 

County, Tennessee, concerning the cost and expenses for the security 

of the prisoner and the treatment of the prisoner, and the 

prisoner's demeanor an<l attitude while in confinement. 

( 3) Certain s ta tcmen ts appea :ting in the Memphis Press 

Scimitar of Saturday, July 27, 1968, attributed to 

Russell X. Thompson, Esq. concerning his opinion as to the gu:i 1 t or 

innocence of the defendant, 
.f 

and said report further pointing out that to the extent that 

Ramsey Clark, Attorney General of the Unitec1 States is a lfJ.aw 

Enforcement Officcr 11 or "a lawyer p8.rticipatinf~ in this case" through 

Ji.is staff, assistants; 

under hi:; supf'rvis:ion, th c stat Cil1 c n ts at t. r :i. but ed to hi rn and the 

Uni.Led Stat-cs Dc]Jartr:cnt of Justice as referred to in the Co:rin:crcial 
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of July 28, 1968 are in probable violation of the principles 

set out in Sheppard v~. Maxwell, 384,U.S. 333, 16 L.E<l. 2d 600, 
/)i"-'" 1 ;·,: .ors /4<.i ,, j ' 

86 s. Ct. 1507 (1966)M to the effect that there was no evidence 

of a conspiracy in the shooting of Doctor Martin Luther King, Jr. 

( 
\ 

) 

( 
i 
I 
t 
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The Court, in the interest of preserving the constitutional 

rights of all concerned and protecting the orderly preparation 

and progress of the trial, reserves further inquiry and 

disposition of each and all of the above instances until 

a later date. 

And whereas it is the desire of the Court to avoid any 

possible misunderstanding of its orders heretofore made, said 

orders of July 18 and July 23 respectively are herewith 

supplemented as follows: 

All lawyers participating in this case, their assistants, 

associates, staff members, investigators and ernployees under 

their supervision and control, County Medical Ex.arniner, 

Jury Commissioners; Criminal Court Clerk, County Sheriff, 

Police Officials and other law enforcement officers, employees 

of this Court and all other persons employed in the "Criminal 

Courts Buildings'', their associates, deputies, assistants, 

staff members and personnel under their supervision and control, 

are forbidden to take part iri interviews or press conferences 

for publicity and are enjoined from making extra··-judicial 

statements about this case which involve: (1) the personal 

belief of the Declarant as to the guilt or innocence of the 

accused; (2) the plans of the Declarant relating to the 

preparation or conduct of the trial, the theory, techniques 

and strateg-y of the Declarant in the preparation and trial of 

the case; (3) the jurors or potential jurors who may serve; 

( 4) the cormnents of the Declarant about the merits of the case 

and about any evidence which may be presented; ( 5) the 

CJ.; '.dibi1i ty of or information concerning any known or intended 

witnesses or the treatment, acts and attitude of the defendant, 

and are further enjoined from making any and all other statements 

which rnay be prejudicial to a fair trial by an impartial jury 

in this case,whether specified herein or not. 
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All persons or entities subject to this Order who feel 

aggrieved by anything herein contained are hereby admonished 

that any such grievances or complaints should be judicially 

presented. 

The Court recognizes the wide and pervasive publicity 

which has been and will be an inevitable incident of this 

trial. The Court further recognizes that there are many 

individuals who are beyond the jurisdiction of this Court, but 

who,may be interested in the outcome of this trial, and whose 

statements may have been violative of this Order had the Court 

jurisdiction over such parties. As to such persons, the Court 

urges self-imposed compliance with this Order in the interests 

of a fair trial to the defendant and to the State of Tennessee. 

In accordance therewith the Court orders a certified copy 

of this Order to be sent by the Clerk of this Court to all 

persons named herein or subject hereto, and all newspapers of 

general circulation, radio and television stati6ns within the 

jurisdiction of this Court. 

Judge, Divisiori III 
Criminal Court of Shelby County, Tennessee 

Date; 
I 
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IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY,TENNES.SEE 

STATE OF TENNESSEE 

vs. 

JAMES EARL RAY, ALIAS, 

, I 
:, Ii . I • : ,· 

FILED . , '/ I: ' r:~ .J 

J. A. BLACKViELL, 

NO. 16819 BY -~:-?; · // -,(i 

(Carrying a dangerous weapon) 

MOTION FOR LEAVE TO WITHDRAW PLEA 
AND TO QUASH INDICTMENT 

Comes the defendant in the above styled case, by and 

through his attorney of record, and respectfully moves 

This Honorable Court for leave to withdraw the plea here­

tofore entered, and if that be granted, defendant further 

moves that the Indictment heretofore filed be quashed and 

as grounds therefor assigns the following: 

1. Defendant was brought within the geographical 

jurisdiction of this court from England by virtue of 

proceedings under an international extradition treaty 

with Great Britain, to face only the charge of murder. 

2. The Indictment in the present case charges defen­

dant with carrying a dangerous weapon with the intent to go 

armed. 

3. Said charge is not one with which defendant was 

charged in the proceedings for his extradition from Great 

Britain, thereby rendering This Honorable Court without 

jurisdiction to hear, try or proceed further with this case. 

Attorney for Defendant 

CLERK 

D. C. 
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IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY 8 TENNESSEE 

STATE OF TENNESSEE 

vs. No_. 16645 
(Murder). 

JAMES EARL RAY, Alias. '. ,-/• ,. /, (' 
FILED ·, 
J. A. BLACKWELL, CLERK 
By - --;:: .. -:--- \:._;-, /, . n C 

_..;;.:.·--;;..· _,_. _.;._,._.;._..,-... '··-· _ _.., .. . 
MOTION FOR LEAVE TO WITHDRAW PLEA 

AND TO QUASH INDICTMENT 

-Comes now the defendant in the above styled case, by and 

through his attorney of record,' and respectfully moves This 

Honorable Court for leave to wiehdraw his plea heretofore 

entered and, if that be granted, defendant further moves that 

the indictment heretofore returned in this case be quashed and 

as grounds therefor assigns the following: 

1. There have been written reports, articles .and publi­

cations in magazines, newspapers and books of wide and general 

circulation published and distributed within the juridiction 

of this court, throughout the State of Tennessee and throughout 

the United States cqncerning defendant, the alleged crime 

committed and the purported victim thereof, said reports, articles 

and publications being calculated to and having the effect of 

creating widespread public excitement and animosity toward crimes 

of the type herein alleged and toward the defendant and his 

alleged crime in particular. 

2. Radio and television networks and stations within the 

jurisdiction of this court, throughout the State of Tennessee 

and throughout the United States have from, to-wit, April 4, 1968, 

until the present date, by way of both regular and special pro,:::-am­

ming, frequently and continually broadcast programs and parts 
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thereof which so canonized and so depicted the .victim of the 

crime herein charged, and so described the crime and defendant 

herein charged that widespread public outrage and hatred have 

been generated toward any person charged with the crime alleged 

herein and toward this defendant in particular. 

3. Said publications and broadcasts have been so pervasive 

and widespread within this jurisdiction and throughout the 

entire United States that most if not all prospective jurors 

chosen within the jurisdiction of this court or within the juris­

diction of any court throughout the United States will have read 

and/or heard the said prejudicial matter on many occasions and 

will have been repeatedly exposed to published matter tending to 

influence public opinion in favor of defendant's guilt and tend­

ing to remove the presumption of innocence which must accompany 

him to .trial. 

4. Defendant has not had opportunity to confront or cross­

examine the persons who have published and broadcast said 

prejudicial matter or the persons who revealed information upon 

which said publications and broadcasts.were purportedly based, 

and has had no opportunity to rebut said publications and broad­

casts; further, that said publications and broadcasts have 

represented as fact matters which are controverted and contro­

vertible and prejudicial matters which are not relevant to or 

admissible in the trial of this case. 

5. The above stated publications and broadcasts, as shown 

in part by the exhibits attached hereto and hereby incorporated, 

have created such widespread prejudicial publicity that defendant 

-2-
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has been effectively precluded from receiving a fair and im­

partial trial within any jurisd_iction. 

Resp~ctfully submitted, 

-3-
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Prison identification picture of James Earl Ray was taken in 1966. An escaped convict, 
career of crime. His first arrest came at an early age, and his last known crime was the mm 

Has vanished into ('thin ai1·' in spi 

76 
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Act ually, Ray is 40 years old. 

Confused? So are the authorities. 

Also, two white Mustangs showed tip . . , and 
two i itles as well as two driver's licenses and 

other confusing "evidence." 

The assassin has been reported in Mexico 
Cuba . . . South America . . . and at the bottom 

of a lake attached to a large concrete block. 

The FBI, alt liougli keeping fairly mum about 
its investigation, has looked into . the possibility 

that sonic of the "clues" may hac'e been planted 

to throw the investigation off on the wrong 
track. 

If so, there goes the first theory that the killer 
acted alone in this crime. 

One theory popped up concerning the 
Memphis police depat tinent. The departnient was 

charged in some quarters asbeing "nigger haters" 

and some even went so tar as to suggest that 
persons within the department either committed 

the crime, helped set it up, or aided the actual 

And speaking of fingerprints, when James Earl 

Ray escaped from prison a year ago; an 
erroneous set of fingerprints was circulated to 
law enforcement agencies. The warden said a new 

set of prints was sent out later but law 
enforcement officials in Georgia and Alabama 
said they never received the second set. 

So far, in the search for Ray, all trails lead to 
the same place -. nowhere. 

James Earl Ray, the man being sought around 
the world for the slaying of Dr. King, has been 

described as a drunken drifter; prone to thievery 
and violence, a failure at everything. 

HIGH SCHOOL DROPOUT 

Ray was born March 10, 1928, in Alton, Ill., a 

manufacturing town of 53,000 persons, along the 
Mississippi River, 20 miles north of St. Louis. 

Records of Madison County show that James 
Earl Ray was one of several Rays who 
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!le@ rua ed 
0 

)OnIS O'DONNELL 
mvstcrv of James 

L:,y.is as cryptic as a 
puzzle whose pieces 

ttcrcd O\'Cr half of the 
, States, Canada and 
of Europe. 

matter that Ray -
the name of Ramon 
} Sneyd - sits today 
London jail charged 
:illing Rev. Dr. Mar-
1,hcr King in l\lem­
erm., last April 4. 

The fact does not solve 
the enigma of the man who 
joblessly lived it up·· as a 
fugitive from the Missouri 
State Prison for nearly a 
year before the slaying of 
the Nobel Peace Prize win­
ner. 

THAT FACT of the accu­
sation, with fingerprint evi­
dence on the murder rifle 
produced by the U.S. gov­
ernment in the Bow Street 
magistrates' court · last 

JP\.eilln.ie5 
GMKn3 for . . 

0 

R§ 
I 

By JOHN P. LEACACOS 

Plain Dealer Washingtoi: Durcau Chic( 

?.W YOnK - Richard l'v1. Nixon will go on the of• 

Thursday, does not shed 
light on why Ray allegedly 
killed Rev. Dr. King. 
Whether it was a Johe as­
sassin or a domestic, politi­
cal or international conspir­
acy. 

Who is this slum boy who 
grew to manhood in prison 
cells? 

Where did Ray get money 
for alligator shoes? For a 
white 1966 · Mustang? For 

To find wlwt kind of man is .lames Earl Ray, ac­
cused. of the murder of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 
The ·Plain Depler assigned Reporier Doris O'Donnell to 
take his trail. She visited Jefferson City, Mo., where 
he esqaped prison; St. Louis, where he spent part of his 
life, and Toronto, where he lived before fleeing to 
Europe. 

cross-country trips? For air­
plane tickets? Who kept Ray 
on ice, safe from the long 
arm of the Missouri state 
officials for 13 months after 
he escaped from the old 

walled penitentiary at Jef• 
fer son City, Mo.? 

There is one man who 
knows all the answers. That 
is Ray himself. 

THE REST IS a patch-

work of random facts, 
guesses, conjectures and 
projections. 

The Plain Dealer tried to 
pull the strings of the mys­
tery bag of · James Earl 
Ray together. 

Newspaper reporters. all 
over the country, in Can­
ada, England and Portugal 
have backtracked on Ray's 
activities which already 
were closely examined by 

LIBsJJ 
11.'l New York Timt"I Servlc• 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. 
President ,Johnson called 
upon the United States and 
the Soviet Union yesterday 
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the FBT, the Royal Cana­
dian l\founted Police and 
Scotl:md Yard, not to men­
tion supporting roles of lo­
cal police the world over. 

The Plain Dealer back­
tracked, too, and came up 
with more details to put 
flesh and blood on the for• 
merly flat image of James 
Earl Ray, alias James Mc­
Bride, James Walton, \V. C. 
Herron, James O'Connor. 
~ric Starvo Galt, Paul 

vil't li11io11 to continue on 
the present course - of pil• 
ing weapons system on wea­
pons system - diverting 
billions upon billions of dol­
lars ~ while addin~ nothing 

/! 
, I 
/i 
I' 
I I ,.:, 

Bridgman. .Ihhn 
HarYey Lo\\-nyer 
course, Sneyi:i 

TO FILL fN tr.e 
about Ray, 1iie PD 
find persons who ~;;­
-in prison, . .inhis o'. 
borhood in fuuth St 
in Toronto. 

Fred T. ,,n:-insor 
tor of the Nli;souri 
ment of Cmr.e;::tiecn 

Continued onlbg~ . 

-a tr:-,11 he. :i:11-~ 1 
ior1: ,~lit hasr~~: ~<: 
11pon r,'cc:.tly-.. :,:,·· 
the l:nitcd 8t:;:; :. 
ccntrJtc on :1~·;~~~ ... ", 

re.:;t!o:1 arf•.:-~ 
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ferson City, knew nay as 
one of about 1,500 men be­
hind Urn walls, a few short 
blocks from the state cal?i• 
tol and the governor's man­
sion on the l\iissouri River. 

"He was as near a non­
entity as any person I ever 
met," Wilkinson said. "He 
was innocuous." 

Wilkinson is an expert in 
his field. Ile has spent 30 
years in the federal prison 
system, including a five­
year term with the Bureau 
of Prisons in Washington. 

''HE WAS LIKE anyone 
else," Wilkinson said. "His 
pattern of existence in the 
penitentiary, Owens got 
ships, no enemies:' He was 
a passive personality. He 
gave the appearance of in­
dolence. His attitude was 
'Here I am, so \Vhat?' " 

Ray, incidentally, had 
been arrested with an ac­
complice, James Owens, for 
the robbery of a Kroger Co. 
store on Ohio Avenue in 
South St. Louis. he was sen• 
tenced on two counts -
armed robbery and auto 
theft - to 20 years in the 
pcnitentiery. Owens got 
only seven years. Dur­
ing the fifth day of his trial 
before Circuit CourL .Tuclge 
John C. Casey in St. Louis, 
Rav tried to escape. He was 
c,night by sheriff's deputies 
in an elevator in the l\'Iunici• 
pal Court Building. 
. Attempted jail escapes, 
·said Wilkinson, took Ray out 
of the innocuous class sev­
eral times. 

HTT ... ,...,:,...,f 4,"!i ...,fJ,.-1"!..-.t, ~tf.1"'1,._tt-

But officials finally discov­
ered that a 3x5-foot bread 
box, in which bread was 
trucked twice a week from 
the prison to the prison 
farms, was Ray's hid­
ing place to the outside. 

Wi1Kmson said he is con­
vinced Ray had the aid of 
another inmate, who also 
worked in the kitchen with 
Ray. 

RAY, WORKING in the 
kitchen slicing bread, wore 
white clothes, not the green 
dungarees with black 
stripes worn by regular 
prisoners. 

No one knows, Wilkinson 
said, how Ray left Jefferson 
City. No leads have devel­
oped on whether he left by 
foot, car or airplane. 
A brother, John Larry 

Ray, had visited Ray for 
4½ hours the day before 
Ray disappeared. He made 
his escape about 8:30 a.m. 
and a check was not made 
until 1 p.m. 

John Rav told a St. Louis 
Post-Disp.itch reporter that: 
'He and I btoth are strong 
supporters of George Wal­
lace," former Alabama 
governor and a states rights 
candidate for president. 

Willdnson saw nothing sig­
nific.int in the nay qrothers 
talking politics or talking 
George C. Wallace. 

"FOUR AND a half hours 
ls a Jong time," Wilkinson 
said. "Even the closest of 
relatives run out ot things 
to talk about." 

Wilkinson said sometimes 
a probing bar is used in the 
bread boxes when the truck 
is in the snlly port, a tunnel 
I I , ,... ",.,,.~.. ... ,l ... :,.. ,.. fl,,:. ...... ,,,,,v 

0 

TITR .!,;;)._.,li 

RAY'S PLACE-The Grcpevino Tavern in south St. Louis which is 
oporalod by John Larry Ray. 

Pen claim Ray could have Ryan, and his grandmother 
left with a bankroll as high as Mrs. Mary Mahler, 1913 
as $2,000. IIictory Street, St. Louis. 

One prisoner told me: "I Both women are dead, but 
saw a mon with $7,500 on they are not forgotten on 
him the other night." the hot, dusty street in 

But Wilkinson's records South St. Louis. 
show the most Ray ever 
"had on the books" was two 
entries of $5 each which he · 
sent to a brothe1· in Hl63. 

I 

"THAT'S TIIE biggest 
money he ever dealt with," 
Wilkinson said. 

Ray ordered items from 
~'1'1~~1"' Pr<1ohnr,l.r ... ..,. __ _1_~nni.r:;. 

XO. l!l13 Hickory Street is 
a doorless rundown two­
sta·y brick house with the 
Fnnch architectural infill• 
cn:e of 75-100 years old. 
Tli<; section off ,\-Iissouri 
A \?1111e ,,. as once the proud 
tre-lined properties oC well­
tolo merchants, 

AP V✓lrcrholo 

he's gained lots of weight." 
(One of the London board­

ing house landlords claimed 
a hypodermic needle was 
left in Hay's room.) 

Dut the neighbors on 
Hickory 5trcet had to ad­
mit they saw little of James 
Earl Hay during the past 12 
years. 

Ray enlistee! in tlie Army 
in l!J.J(i and was out in l!H8. 
He served threC' months at 
hard labor for bring drunk 
and resisting arrest. 

IN mm, Im was r;iven a 
0/1.(f-,,~, ,,..,,...~'\~~•'\, .... I. t - - ',., 

it THE C.-,: r~\· Ray a "lnser, a punk,'· 
his prison collcagt.:e 
scrj.be him as a "re,. 

"HE JI,\D money c, 

in prison," an ex-cc 

J.. 
1

receipts ;;:j~:.: 
rol:cd J0~>·, : 
brother ar s.' · 
cided to ·: ;-~:> 

said. "Guys like that ,.c 
always targets. But no one 
ever stole or tried to steal 
from Ray. ThC're was some­
thing about him. Like he'd 
kill, if you'd try anything." 

Ray's brother, John Lar­
ry R::iy, operates a bar at 
the corner of Arsenal and 
Illinois avenues, in South St. 
Louis. The liquor license is 
in the name of Mrs. Carol 
Pepper, Hay's sister, who 
reportedly "is married very 
well." 

The bar, the Gr.ipevine, 
catering to neighborhood 
walk-in trade, is a down-at­
the-heel place. A padlock 
was on the front door the 
day I waited about 10 hours 
to see John Ray. He never 
even opened the bar that 
day. 

John L. hay is described 
as a "\\'eirdo" by- persons 
who know him and the 
Grapevine saloon. 

"TlIETlE'S SO:.IETI-H;'\G 
in his head that doesn't con­
nect too well/' a friend of 
his said. ''Ile blows un fast. 
You have to be carefui what 
you say to him. Ile'd shoot 
yon as soon as talk to you." 

John R;i\· recentlv was ac­
quitted on a sl10oti1;g scr;ipe. 

:--:either ,John nor ,: rry 
Ray - like James Earl -
is married. But. :ill iL'.1\'C 

reputations for likin~ wom­
en. In f;ict, the FBI all­
points alNt for Ray includ­
ed the information that he 

Up :l1, ,;·;c: ; 
Louis ii n~e ~(;".:;n 
acros'S U:e ,, 
Ri\'er., {\~,oU:1~:- ~ 
the Urilt,:i S:;:;:cs: 

July l'..';: i'.lG7, t:-. 
Alron .w.s br:id ,·._ 
men ·..1r~arir:; 
ma~ks. The t:. 
$27.0G0. 

"IlA.Y;L\D ,'.j::-. 
'\

1 ith .it:'' t:.:Ll :-:~: 
the Alt.rii f.v,,:.' 
graph, mo w~~~:c 
Ray ange'; 

Bank ,,:,~- . .-,-.-, 
shownB'ty'; (;::"_.­
FBI. 1t ,w~ ,:~:·: 
identifv:L --~ ;;:-,', 
the em;,lo;; ,:-.i,1, 
of the k:;'. 
caused QY ~':~ : 
nylo_n. 

Xo one '..r.;:,·.,:s 
Ray held Ujl'.···" 'c 
was ncvers:cti; .: 
jobs before. 

''If Ray::r'. ;-:_ ·,· 
got $27,000,::.;;, ~;, 
said R:,i5s 
friend. ''Tbfs :·:: 
guy he war l': :: 
mone\· b\· J;;;:::::: · 
who cot,ld1f/; -.- : ; 
port it t,)~::e r-·· 
~;c:nnbiin,~ f::~( .. 
'J'hin.~s i;k~ .. .::=-,:. 1

• 

?ris,1:--10rs :t·. 
la\\'n at the:,:1·,:·:- . 
siot\ in 
did not bcl.i', 0 

I,in;:::, E\'c11 ·,c> · 
tholity doc;,:'. 
drred Ki:i/ ·~·:~: . 
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When the Ewing. ,'l-1o. grade school 
gathered for the picture at !eh in 
i938, third-grader James £Jr/ Ray 
(in third row at left of girl in· 
poika dot dress) peered haff-hid­
den over a classrnJte's head. 
Among the two dozen former 
schoo/mJtes and teJchers who 
identified Jimmy Ray v1as Carlisle 
\-'Vashburn (front rovv, far righi), 
who once broke Ray's leg p/ayin~ 
iootb,1/1. Ttjday Washburn (above) 
is Ewing's postmastf.•r. Ray is 
shown belo~v airer his 1959 arrest 
in SL Louis for armed robbery. 
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CONT111IJ£0 

in Altn11. 111., l;p w;i, thC' elJpq r;; 
nine children of Ceorge ,rnd Lu­
cille 1'.t1hc>r R.iy, a Citholic family 
lhJ I w.i, to <lrifl from river town 
lo tovv11 :hroughout the Derres­
!-ion. \Vhcn he w;is Oil(' \'car old. 
the family mow:d urriver lo Qui11-

(Y, 111.; when he was 6. they mov,:,d 
ano<.s llw river lo [wing. Mo .. 
and when hC' was 16 and out of 
lhe ei;;hth grade. they mov,.·d 
,1g-1in to Quincy: The sight of the 
IJrge. shiftkss family comin~ 
where work w,1, scarce w,1c; h.11d­
ly a w<'lcome one for communitic,; 
w1tlt ,1lre,1dy too little to ~h.He. 
The falllily even beg;in to think of 
ilsr-lf vvitlt :lw ~an~C' c.irck<.<.rw~" 
J5 the towns tiwmsch-es haJ: th,?v 
were identified a, the Rayn~. ih,:, 
Raynes or lhC' R,1i1w5, eiti:<'r hc­
c;w5e of the way Rav w;is drawled 
out or from confusions with p.,,: 
families. The children cared little 
in any c;isc and often went lo 
school under different n,1111es . 

Jimmy was the C'lde.-;t. blit h<' al­
reaciy seemcd to he wearini; h;ind­
mc-down~; in rurcll povC'rty. no 
agP is cwr old enough; thr:rc is .11-
w.iys 50mC'one bdore you. Virgil 
o~c.,r GrclVf>S, who was prin,ip.11 

_oi thC' [vving 5cl10ol, rcc;ill5 R.iy: 
"Ile was J rebPI He rciw!l,.,d 
Jg,1i11:;t J11thority .:1nd his app1<h1ch 
to inmt of his teJchC'1~ was very 
bad. He .1lways seemc-d lo ha,·e 
trouble gi,•!11111: bis JS5ignm.-•nts in 
on iime But hc- w,v; J sen,i:ive 
boy I rf'1nemlJf.'r h<' r.:ime ur tn 
my desk on•~ d.:1y wc;Hi11g pa:d1ed 
0V('tt1lls t1nd J~ked \\'hether l 
thought the o:lwr kids wouid pJy 
allC'ntion to hi~ ,1prh~.ir.1ncc." 

The sd1ool rc,:ord w.1~ ,,)r.,id­
p1,1bly more bru~qu,!. ),111ws [arl 
R.1y \\'J5 nniv in th0 ,~,,ond ~1.1dP 
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remembers a k,cal rC'5idcnt. "I've 
seen the time when tlH~Y had a 
sack of potatoes to eal--lh.it's all, 
just a sack of pot.11oes." 

As they gr,w up, the R;iy chil­
dren were eithN to drift off or 
to be routinely r:.1ccd ii1 foster 
horncs, seldtJni again seeing an­
other· rncmhN of the family. Even 
todav. Ger.iid Rav. a hrothN, in­
sisd , . their iJth~r·s n,111\C was 
George, -.vhile Ji1nmy Ray's birth 
cr~nificate shows it w;is J.ime,. 1\n 

unrie. \•Viiliam (. M.,her, of Alwri. 
s.1ys oi the- R;iys: "\Ve trir·d !o 
stay a\vJy iron, ihein. Tlwv alv,-·ays 
sce,ned to want ~oniething.'' 

ee~idf!S jimmy, there wcrC' ,\.\.H• 

jorif.' Rav iwhn 1fo.•d a~ J child 
after setting lwrseii on fi,e with a 
box of in.1\che~l, Jnhn, .l\\elb..i. Car­
ol Jean, Geraid, Franldin ''811zzy" 
Delano (who was killed in 19r,4 
when he and a girl friend rc1n 
their car oii a bridge into the 
river at Quincy; the funeral pro­
vided one of the fr•w Ray family 
reunions). Susan J;irw and Max. 
The father died in 1<)5 l. most 
proh,1bly oi chronic alcoholism: 
the rnother in 1%1. Oi the olhN 
surviving Rays of Quincy, Melha 
Ray was in a 5Ucces~ion of foster 
homes and tocby ~pends n)ost of 
her time in the lobby of the de­
c,1ying Virgini<1 I lotr:I on O.ik 
Street. OccasirJn.1lly, she go<'.-. to 
her $30-a-rnonlh room upsl,1ir., lo 

fondle .1 gi,1n1 wood1•11 ( 10~., which 
sill! h.,~ p.1in1t·d 1C'd. •.d,itc ,ind 
hlt1C' .,nd 1,,:r,•11•rl ··111.:_i'.•.•d (1(,,~." 

Sile 01n·,, '.\,d~1·d :& d 1 ,.\n \L,:n,, 
~tn ·t•t ,n < ,"11,•h, · t q,,i.!,• ;,:· ,i1,• 
'-,I', 1 il \ • 1 1' I\:\ <, lid(~· .\;t,•r 

I),,• 

p<Ht'.:,\s. I\, 

cr's ex;~,"~''"· 
Su~an ~c!v:·. '-,',··\,., -

now bern ~-11,,-,' ., , 
the 501te1 1~•1 , ... , fr 
of cn1n1nPn n,)t(,"H•\· 

locked sere-en .ti,:;,< ·.:,., 

their lament, oi pr•l•; c:·'-:; 

ag;iinst Jimmy R;-•. \:,,;: ,, 
cle.,r which :ht• :M::1v ,, 
hate rnost: thJt R ,· h: 
re~pon~ibie ior ·~•1.~:.• J f~1..i 

or th,:it !rHtlr n,::,i;:i-\io;, n 
le;un :he tr:lih ,,-1: thetr r 
in [\ving ;ind Qum,v. 0, , 
hJr,~. l.iiit:'r y~ar:-: :rf /_",;,(,{( 

(•s\rAn:;f"i:1cni. :h~-s-v~·ent 0 

thf-~ Ray'! ?l)gr-ihPr :~~a1n. 
,hen lht:re i,: ,r,ru;ild (', 

vvhn scty~ sia1;.j1):. "l\n\iY 
brnth.r:· Ov{'1 lhrye.11s; 
heen in troub.ir• n,- 0£te1 

my. Gut jerry, \--.·!u,b-c~ i 
ing, Ill., tod,iv hw ~,U\' 

tomcd to their S(?fll,Uiio. 

the fJmiiy is proh,il~y ck 
hr01her. '"/\ttc-.r ";~,·.-,::,. 
he SJ')-5, "vhnul tL1,;: c,r.: 
could see him· vhc 
visiting me in j,1iLowhc 
visit him. On,'! urt/\·.? c 
Wii5 in j,1il 01051 •,oi:!w :-, 
wrote me a 101'." 

jerry 15, wilh ifa b,,_,.­
low proie~~1onu! (".\ 
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' i . 1 I I 1 ; l • i i ' '·. I '. I:. I I I ~ I I ~- t • ' , ; • 1 ' ' t ', ' l 

, 1 ! : , • • • ·· , , ! 1 1 , •. 1 1 • •, i 1 ... , • ~ : , • •, , t : " r • : 11, • •· . 

of 

. ··--·--··-~-•-·· .. ·-· ... --. ·•~-... ...... ~ 
'. ! , I ', i ,1 t I t : ! I 1 I : ~ \ • , • I 1 4 

H•,t ,' !-:.i\ 1 1' 1 .:,,t, ,,-d ;:111 , ,,tt~~h, 
,,n,1 11·'u 1!1t•d 111\h to l,, ... <1 _.,,,,_lht·f 
d,1v, IH• did ~o wtlh p<'t),i~ll•m ('. 

111\.,: 1, , \\ 1 Ii J I !i 1• I• .• ; ·' ,t '/ ! ,, , ? 

hi,•vdn1g, ),,. '"" .. , ,ith· i', J' ,•,,', ,, 

to ,, )(•l.111,(•·, hou-.,· 

of 20s 

~~•-•1 9/':~\ 

tllO)C ires ii 21), and never if>I 1n(<'d 
. /Ji.I c/JJ/lf.Jf'.'' r,.Hll,i., /~q·c•.I Lill (!IJ)

0

• 

rer ldtJ, to whom fi<1y pJid $245 
for a four-1v,_.ek IJ,irtcnding course, 
found liim <1ll .ipl puril: "Se/f-con­
fid,!nl. wiil: 1:ood /ianJ i:oordinJ-

·1r;l 
' f 

lion.·• Hy contrast Kathv Norton 
(right), one• of hi., dancing instruc­
tors, remembf'rs him as "clumsy" 
.incl sot:i.11/y inept. Ho Dd Monie 
(abovf'), bar/ender Jt the RalJIJJt's 
foot Club where R1y often spent 

/iis evenings drinking SO-cent 
.1ue~-vdrivNs, c;1//s him ''a me,.•J; 
kinJ of nw1" -•-excepl ior IIH· night 
he got into J/1 .irgumenl 1,·ili1 .1 
womJ11 i1bOL1{ 1/ie rau.• prol>l,•:n 
:J11d /ouufy cl.:-1101mceJ ,;!i ;\'1•1:1111•,. 

• .. \',' 

an 

"\:-· 
\.. 

\ 
\ 
I 

~,-

t t(..=_ ._ 

,' 
i 
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brokp lonsC' and rJn to ;m elt'VJ· 
tor," where he WJS catJght. 

ror the next seven years in pris­
on, Ray disting11i<.lwd himself only 
by J series of <.olitJry csc.ipe JI­
tempts which eJrned him the nick­
n.1rne "The Mole.'' for Lhis quiet, 
<111gry figure th·e ventures \Vere per­
haps a ,;ource of amusement, per-

haps a way to do prcci~dy what 
the skinny schoolboy in [wing, 
Mo. had alwJyf:. want,~d to have 
happen----to 1ehel. be rc,c;,µ111red 
Jnd revoll ;,g;1111. "lky, kids, it's 
THI: .~I\OLE!" Once he tried to 
sc;1I<! J w,111 and WJS knocked un­
comcious whr,n his rn;1keshift f.id­
cler collapsC'd; another time, in 

1966, hC' hid for lwo d;iy$ in a VC'll· 
tilator shaft, 1'1,:,11 n,11vlr-d lo a 
rooftop only to h;ivc ii guard spot 
his hands coming up over the lop. 
HC' w;,s trying to t.'~CJpc \Villi 
$4.1.5, rJzor bf.1de<., J brok<'n mir­
mr and a bag of assorl<'d pills. 
ThNi, C'X,Jc tly a ye;ir ago, h,:, fin.il­
ly did it. 

I 11 th,:, ct1ril)11:-ly lit ,-vorld th.~t in­
r lwl,_,s J sk•ck, hfc.ichcd 5l1ip of 
~,1)1 lh Hollywood, F.rk S1ar,·o G,1l t 
migh: hJ\·T Sl.'C'llled 34 m e,-·en 28 
Y(',Jrs old, d1'pP1Hling on the sh.;d(', 
!h•~ fi111e ol d,iy or bow clo~e he 
W,i~ S1(!in,: lfl (i,p b,-ir l:imr ;,t the 
1·!,chhir-, f ""' Chil>. c.;,1/1, who was 
,lfl. look<'d li~T ,I i:1,111. lr•,1rriir..{: 10 

From a grocery store ban 

( 
... ,.,,.~"'''~r'''.'-'.~. 

In I.he act of holding up a SL. 
l.ouis grocery in 1959, R.1v and ,K­

conw/ice Joseph Austin were pho-

~~ 

tographi!d l>r J fixe<l• ior.u, •. ,1m­
era normally 11H•d 10 i<ie1>1if}, 
clwck cashe,.1. Au~(in unknowingly 

\fond in irnn/ of the CJIIH .. 'tii tlef1) 
i.'don• he .mo! R.:w 1ifl1!d the C.J~h 
rt:·1;i:,1t,, of $1,200. J hell J;;, iol-

~;. ./~ ~\;\ 

l ''It ¥ 
~~ 

'~·-! ~t~~ r,& 
~~ ·}i ii 

. :f f ff!?'.~"'c>"""":•·ze~•::•~~,.,-oej 
., ... •,-.. , .. · __ .>i 

t i\), 
fi1 

f~ 

11t\t;) 
.l• 

\~, 
tr·~,. 
Ii[cW 

1;;,~~~'i"'Tr~c,,.,,~~--~. ·•·~.7 -~-""··~.-i 
iif,:•·•··r.. ·-;. ; 
,··.·.· 
f-~ j :~, . 
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swi11g; l;isl November, he went on 
a mMiju,ma-buying junket lo Mex­
ico. "Sharon." one of his h,;!l­
room d;nK0 i11struc:or~. had sug­
ges·1ed to th,~ g:ri, ,.lt thi~ N;1!ionaf 
D,mce Studio, in long Beach thJt 
h<!r rurd 11,id dr-vel<.iped d crush; 
h,., trenihkd. ~lw ,;1:d, when he 
~:ood !no do~e. But Call fled in 

hi~ white /v\ust;ing after only an 
houi on Go-Co Nigh!, and for 
$:M5, p,_1id in <ldvance, enrolled in 
bartc11ding ~d1ool inste.1d. 

]allles (;1d R;iy hJd never had 
his picture .1mo11g I.he "big deJl­
ers" in the wa1dcn's album in the 
Missouri St.ite Penitcn!i,;ry. In Pris­
on, like any kid from Alton or 

Quincy or Ewing or Shelbin;i, , o., 
he had never mixed with the l,ig 
hoy~ frorn l<Jnsas City and SI. 
Louis. "He's innocuous," said lllC' 
warden. ''He's pc11nv an!c." 

That is, James EJrl Ray, slight 
and round-should~~rcd. who 
f!i ,ched, smiled a crooked, pri­
vate grin and sometimes even 

seemed lo w.1lk nn a sl,rnl, was 
011,e pr>nny ante. But, ~;iy~ t.he 
FBI, on April 4 in Memphis. ;1l 

thi-: mornenl i\,itrlin l.ullwr King 
died, all tlw biils fo1 the ,'-Aus­
lang. the 5hue<-, tlw dancini; les­
sons and ,1 $ i '.;n 30.0(, Remington 
•---and m,1ybt' the billN childhood 
---c,1me due. 

camera to the most hunted man in ti1e couratry 
10\H::d RJ\' out (center) a, boU1 
sl.llfied th<!ir rwckets. Al right. a 
policeman holds their hcJ.lS, lost in 

the escape. ArrestQd tvvo months 
l,1ler for anot/ie, robber)', Ray was 
convicted and sen(encec/ to 20 

years in the Missouri r,enitentir1rr. 
/-fr, 11vas serving this term when lie 
escaped last ye,1r and vani~/1ec/. 

..: ' 

.. 
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U1~0-;-ro· folve ~ 
V I Guns And Law I 
• Monie Rys kind, Pulitzer Prize winning 

playwright, will substitute for William F. 
Buckley J1•. during the latter's vacation. 

BY l\IORRIE RYSKIND 
REASON WOULD suggest that the 

bullet which felled Senator Kennedy 
emerged from a gun which might have 
been unobtainable if a proper gun 
control law had been in effect. John 
Kennedy's slayer ordered his gun 
through the mail: 1he ex-convict whn 

. "'"T'""'i'<'''"'•;,,,.,,,,=---•.«w;>$.~ J ~~~~W',;l.~1 t v '1' ~..., 
l <n-Pr th" rrn1n1rr: the :;rnpers who shot at 
1 ~firemen in the recent 
i riots prrsumably got their weapons just_ 

as easily. 

-Notingwhich, -I recently suggested it r 
as high time fo. r a federal law, one with \. 
rsh teeth in it, to prevent the ,. 
discriminate sale of firearms. .--.! 
Conceding my lack of expertise on this 

controversial subject, I saw no reason 
why a purchaser with a legitimate use 
for a gun should object to strict 
regulation, down to getting a police okay 
and being fingerpririted. 

"Surely the rights guaranteed by the 
Second Amendment were not intended to 
provide criminals with an arsenal," I 
wrote, and added I realized no Jaw could 
ever stop a determined killer from 
obtaining a gun, but that such a statute 
might cut our appalling crime rate. 

The first response to that piece came 
from a reader in Amarillo who agreed 
courteously but vigorously about my 
lack of expertise on the matter, and 

· predicted I'd get enough protests against 
my stand to last me a lifetime. 

Almost Unanimous 
HOW RIGHT he was! To date, of 168 

letters on that column, only two back 
me; the rest vary all the- way from 
calling me misguided to hinting I'm ' 
guilty of subversion. 

Some point out that our own Commu­
nists have long advocated just such a 
law; others that Hitler enacted a similar 
measure. The intent in both instances 
being to disarm the decent citizens and 
leave them defenseless against the 
weaponry of uniformed gunmen serving 
the police state. 

I realize how touchy the subject is 
when such an implication can be read 
into my piece. I never even remotely' 
suggested that the honest citizen be 
deprived or arms with which to defend 
himself against danger. I asked only, 
especially i_n view of recent happcnin,gs, 
that there be a strict supervision over 
the sale of firearms, lest they fall into 
bad hands - as obviously was the case 
in the slaying of Rohc1t Kennedy. 

A.~ a matter of fact, T have strong 
p€'rsonal mntivrs for wishing those with 
bona-fide reasons to possess arms the 
right to do :so. For my son, who livrs in 
Washin;;ton, h;is for over a year had a 

; 
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a/28/68 

AmTBL 

TO: DIJUl::l"Oll, l'BI (44-381Sl) 

ROIi: SAC, liDIPIII8 (44-UNIT) (P) . 
SVSJBC1': IIURKD 

Bllcloaed tor tile :suna11 18 one con eaeJa of tile 
following aetlone filed ay Ba_. aad Banea, atterae,e fer 
the deftmdaat: 

1. JIO'tion to produ.oe :fireu118, alltmlobll•, 
reoorda, eto., perta1ai11g to tbta -
waioh aste now la the .,_....,•,on of the 
at-rney tor tile State. 

2. Motton for l•ve to wttlldn.w pl• and to..,.. indlotant for eaft'J'inc a 
........ \lfe&JIOII. 

3. Motton tor 1•,,. to w:l:tladnw plea &ad 
to ..-11 lDCictaftt. for ll1IZ'der 

TIie Court Jaae aatle no rw.iq en tlleae aotioa. 

Airtel. ____ _ 

Teletype ____ _ 

\ 
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IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE 

STATE OF TENNESSEE 

vs. 

JAMES EARL RAY, Alias 

No. 16645 
(Murder) 

MOTION TO PRODUCE 

Comes the defendant in the above styled case, by and 

through his attorney of record, and respectfully moves This 

Honorable Court to require the attorney for the State to produce 

to the attorney for defendant, and-allow him to inspect and/or 

duplicate, books, papers, documents or tangible objects obtained 

from or belonging to the defendant or obtained from others which 

are in possession of, or under the control of the attorney for 

the State or any law enforcement officer, including, but not 

limited to the following, to-wit: 

1. Any firearm or other weapon belonging to defendant or 

allegedly used in committing the crime charged. 

2. Any automobile allegedly owned or operated by defendant 

and any and all objects found therein. 

3. ·Records of or documents pertaining to any hotel, motel, 

rooming house or other purported place of residence, temporary 

or permanent_, of defendant or others. 

4. All photographs purportedly showing defendant or others 

sought in connection with the crime herein charged. 

c. 

5. Any and all penal records and files ~f defendant, 

including any and all medical, optometric, or psychiatric reports 
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contained therein or produced while defendant was in custody 

of any authority. 

6. Any and all military records of defendant, including 

results of medical, optometric,or psychiatric tests and results 

of proficiency tests. 

7. Passports, visas and applications therefor. 

8. Records of entry and exit to and from this or any other 

country. 

9. Documents, records or objects pertaining to transpor­

tation of or travel by defendant. 

10. Evidence and test fingerprints of defendant. 

11. Any sets of fingerprints used or displayed in any search 

for defendant. 

12. Any fingerprints of defendant or other persons found 

on tangible objects named or produced herein. 

13. Ballistic and weapons tests and reports thereof. 

14. Expended slugs from a firearm, or fragments thereof. 

15. Bullets, hulls, shells or casings, expended or un­

expended. 

16. Maps, papers or other objects purportedly used or 

handled by defendant. 

17. Logs and records of calls made over the radio network 

of any law enforcement agency of Shelby County, Tennessee, during 

the period of April 4, 1968 through April 5, 1968. 

18. The names and addresses of all witnesses for the State 

in this cause. 

19. Any and all statements, signed or unsigned, attributed 

to or purportedly made by defendant and any and all statemcf~ts 

-2-
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..... ,. .. / 

made in the presence of defendant to which note of his 

reaction was made. 

ncerning any alleged 20~ Autopsy and toxicologists reports co · 

victim of the crime charged herein.' 

21. The minutes and notes of Grand Jury proceedings in 

this case. 

Respectfully submitted, 

-3-
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6/8/68 

AIRTBL 

TO : DIUC'l"Olt, l'BI 

SAC, DMPBIS (44-198'1) (P) 

SVBJBCT: MUBDf 

Submitted r""itb is a cartified copy of tbe !n41ct_,,.t/ 
returned by the Gr d Jury, January Term of Criminal Court of 
Shelby County, Te eaaee. Certification of Clerk of tbe Court 
J. A. BLACDBLL- ttaobed thereto. 

In addition, tbere is also submitted a certified copy 
of the warrant issued by Clerk of the Court baaed on tbe afore­
said indictll8nt for the arreat of JABS UBL BAY, with aliases .. 
Certification attached thereto also. 

3 - Bureau (Bno.-2) O. lleaphis 
ilCJJ:D 
(4) 
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FD-36 (fil..9v. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 9/6/68 
PLAINTEXT 

Transmit the following in ------------------------< 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

TELETYPE Via _______ _ 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -
TO: DIRFX:TOK, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: MEMPHIS (44-1987) (4p) 

MURKIN. 

RE MEMPHIS AIRTEL TO BUREAU, AUGUST TWENTY EIGHT, 

LAST, FORWARDING ONE COPY EACH OF THREE MOTIONS FILED IN 

SHELBY COUNTY CRIMINAL COURT (SCCC), MEMPHIS, BY 

HANES AND HANES, ATTORNEYS FOR JAMES EARL RAY; AND 

ASSISTANT DIRFX:TOR AL ROSEN'S TELEPHONE CALL TO MEMPHIS 

THIS DATE. 

ACCORDING TO THE SEPTEMBER SIX, INSTANT, ISSUE OF 

THE COMMEICIAL_?EAL, A MEMPHIS DAILY NEWSPAPER, ATTORNEYS 

FOR RAY HAgA{" TEN MINUTE MEETING WI TH C~RLES QUI TIIAN 
.,,-,,("-;{'1•·' -- "=----,.. 

STEPHEN'S·, PROSFX:UTION WITN 

MR. JAY FRED FRIEDMA. AND HARVEY GIBSO, IN FRIEDMAN'S 
- . .. ~ - . ----------=---·- -- --. --, ~-=-~·--, 

LAW OFFICE, MEMPHIS, AFTERNOON OF SEPTEMBER FIVE, LAST. 

THIS ARTICLE RELATED THAT ARTHUR J. HANES, RAY'S ATTORNEY, 

Air•v.1 ____ ""WA11-o--S NOT SATISFIED WITH THE MEETING; HOWEVER, NEITHER 

Tele .:,.,Y.Je ___ -.1W111A.HXHES NOR STEPHENS' ATTORNEYS WOULD COMMENT ON WHAT 

---W..,.A!l"l8~SAID. HANES REMARKED THAT STEPHENS' ATTORNEYS HAD 

A, Iii·· :o • "·----,IA~R1t:1Riti1.ANGED THE PRESENCE OF THE PRE~~; 1\WIIJ.!'.i~I-SION AT THE 

Sp,:: • ;_:,,:, L ---1R1t-tlPFt-B~: PEH _ , / .,,_,.,..~er . 
(1) r~ ~ 

-0 ,.._______ 

- , 
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FP,-36 (Re,,,. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in ____________________ ___. 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ________ ----------------------1 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -
ME 44-1987 

PAGE TWO 

MEETING AND THAT HANES WAS SURPRISED AT THEIR PRESENCE 

AS HE DID NOT WANT THEM THERE AS .,WE COULON' T TALK 

WITH THEM THERE.'' STEPHENS ' ATTORNEY'S DENI ED THIS 

ACCUSATION. 

ON SEPTEMBER SIX, INSTANT, W. PRESTON BATTLE, SCCC 

JUDGE, MEMPHIS, DENIED DEFENDANT'S MOTIONS TO WITHDRAW 

PLEA AND TO QUASH INDICTMENTS FOR CARRYING DANGEROUS WEAPON 

AND FOR JIURDER. 

JUDGE BATTLE DID GRANT PORTIONS OF THE DEFENDANT'S 

"MMION TO PRODUCE," A COPY OF WHICH WAS ENCLOSED WITH 
~I\U'Jl~ti , . 
-BZTEb. BATTLE INSTRtx:TED THE SCCC CLERK TO ISSUE AN 

ORDER TO THAT EFFECT. THIS ORDER HAS NM BEEN TYPED AS 

YET; HOWEVER, A COPY OF THE ORDER WILL BE OBTAINED AND 

FORWARDED TO BUREAU AT EARLIEST POSSIBLE DATE. 

ROBERT K • DWYER, EXB:trrI VE ASSISTANT, AG' S OFFICE, 

SHELBY COUNTY, MEMPHIS, WHO WAS PRESENT IN JUDGE BATTLE'S 

COURT FOR THE HEARING THIS DATE ADVISED THAT TO THE BEST 

OF HIS RB:OLLB:TION JUDGE BATTLE INSTRUCTED THAT DA 'S 

OFFICE MAKE AVAILABLE TO THE DEFENSE ON SEPTEMBER 

Approved: _________ _ Sent ______ M Per _____ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 
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FQ-36 (Res,, 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in ----------------------i 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via _______ _ 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -
ME 44-1987 

PAGE THREE 

EIGHTEEN, NEXT, THE WF.APON, AUTOMOBILE, ANY REORDS OR 

DOCUMENTS RE RESIDENCY OF RAY BETWEEN PEIUOD APRIL 

TWENTY THREE, LAST, AND JUNE EIGHT, LAST; RECORDS WHERE 

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., RESIDED BETWEEN MAICH 

TWENTY FIVE, LAST, AND APRIL THREE, LAST; PHOTOS OF 

RAY; PENAL R:S::ORDS FOR RAY INCLUDING MEDICAL AND PSYCHIATRI 

REPORTS; MILITARY RPX:ORDS; PASSPORT AND VISA APPLICATIONS 

AND RECORDS OF ENTRY AND EXIT TO AND FROM THIS OR ANY 

OTHER COUNTRY; AND OBJECTS HANDLED BY DEFENDANT StX:H AS 

MAPS, PAPERS, AND SO FORTH. DWYER STATED THAT THE 

JUDGE ORDERED THAT THE EVIDENCE EXAMINED BY THE FBI BE 

MADE AVAILABLE TO THE DEFENDANT; HOWEVER, THE DEFENDANT 

WAS Nat' ENTITLED TO REPORTS CONCERNING THE OPINION OR 

CONCLUSIONS RF.ACHED AS RESULT OF FBI EXAMINATION OF THE 

EVIDENCE. 

DWYER STATED THAT THE ABOVE ITEMS WERE NOT THE ONLY 

ITEMS MENTIONED IN THE JUDGE'S INSTRtX:TIONS TO THE 

SCCC CLERK; HOWEVER THESE ARE THE ONLY ITEMS HE COULD 

R:S::ALL AT THE PRESENT TIME. 

Approved: _________ _ Sent ______ M Per _____ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 
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FD-36 (R~v. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in ____________________ ___, 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via __________________________ __, 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -
ME 44-1987 

PAGE FOUR 

DURING THIS HEARING, ACCORDING TO DWYER, HANES 

CONTINUED TO CRITICIZE WHAT HANES REFERRED TO AS THE INHUMA E 

TREATMENT OF RAY BY THE SHELBY COUNTY SO, MAINLY THE FACT 

THAT THE SHERIFF HAS LICIHTS AND TELEVISION CAMERAS ON 

RAY TWENTY FOUR HOURS A DAY, THAT RAY IS SEGREGATED 

FROM OTHER PRISONERS, AND AT LEAST TWO GUARDS ARE CONSTANTL I, 

WITH RAY AT ALL TIMES. HANES ALSO ACCUSED THE SHELBY 

COUNTY AG'S OFFICE OF INSTRtCTING PROSECUTION WITNESSES 

NOT TO CONFER WITH OR DISCUSS DETAILS OF THEIR TESTIMONY 

WITH DEFENDANT'S ATTORNEYS. 

A COPY OF THE ORDER ISSUED BY JUDGE BATTLE THIS 

DATE WILL BE FORWARDED TO BUREAU IMMEDIATELY UPON ITS 

AVAILABILITY. il IR'- P. END. 

Approved: _________ _ Sent ______ M Per _____ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 
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9/9/88 

ADlTBL 

TO: DIBCTOR, PBI (44-38861) ,, 

I'IIOII: S&C, --18 (4'-J.98T)~/l 

smtJICT: IIDBUlf (__\/ 

ca__ \ 
00 IIDPBIB 

a. ltelllpll:la teletype to tile l'lllNU 9/8/fJI COWl'"lllllC 
dlapoaittoa of tbree -.ttou Mde "1 tile a'ttone:,a tor .JAB8 
UBL RAY before tke Honorable"· PB.'lftW BA.fl'LB, 8helby County 
CS-ild.•1 Collrt· ••; llallplde, Tean •. ~ 

On 9/9/D llr. JABS RA,SLB'f L;. Jalistant 8-'te Attorae,' 
General, J1111)bts. .,... ;-.:,a_. tllat tile verl-.1 llltlU'Utlona 
pven to ti. State Alt...,. ..... 1 •• Of'fiee _. the Bononble 
w. P1IB8ff■ 111.ftLB, Dett,y Count,- Crnt•l Court _,.., ••pJlie, 
on 9/8/U aw •t --. redued to writia& and will not he 
,..._. to wrt.tlDB until .NMt11111 pri.OI" to 9/18/M. wbtcll is 
tile date tlle .A:ttOftl.,. Ge•nl'• Office is required to comply 
~tb t-- taltftetiOIIS. 

Mr. BBABLn' stated tilat Ids ott1oe 111 Nriewirc the 
resulw of the tlfflt8tt.ptt.ora t.a tbetr PD••••t• ceaoenias 
tile killias of Dr. IIARftB LUND UN, a •• ta .... to 
detwa.1.M .. t erideaoe ancl ........ aN ta PD••••loa of 
tke Attor-, -.1•• Oftlee. v,etl: --.iett.en of tllill nvi•, 
tile~ JudSe ... ...,., MTl'LB all - fvaiflW tld.a 
tnfonatioa aacl at tbat t1- tile .Judie wUl filaali• bis orcler 
eoaael"nillC eaetl,- --t 1Mlll9 will 1ae ... &'Vllilable to tile 
def-• attorae,w. 
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B 44-1987 

llr. B1W1LBY stated tat lie will llwtdiately ll&ke 
available tea. lltllplde RI Offioe a copy of •l'IY --• tflat 
J'tldp Mfta at.pa that t.nvlvea the final t•buott.o. ta 
ceaaection witll a ~1 order oven oa 9/8/88. 

basts. 
Jleapllis Division will follow tilt• •tter oa a daily 
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9/11/68 

AlRDL 

TO: 

1'11:11: 

DDBCIVB, l'BI ( 44-3U&l) 

SAC, IIDPIIJS (44-198') -P­

IIIDU(Dl 
Cit 

,l 

1' 

oa 9/11/H. ar. ,rm •m.n/.&as1ataat state 
Att_..., Ge•nl, llelllPlda, ,___., adri.Nd tut lie 1B 
ourrently tald.ng 1••tfll7 of all eri.'1tace ill ...... ,. 
of Illa office coaoenbg the IIClledllled trial of am 
BAIL ll1' 1a c ... cuoa ntk the -.rder of Re\'. IIAIB'D 
LVftlBB DIIG • a. , acl&edltled tor lllellty Coat, Cr11d.•1 
Court, -pld.a oa 11/U/A. 

11:r. RA&n' stated tllat all evidence ta , ..... 1oa 
of lda office rill be •iatuned ill a lacked •t• that 
will lM ntaiDN 1Jl Ida offioe. Be atated. tllat 1118otu 
u foll•tn,r l•tneU- of a fiaal!Ncl order to be i-d 
1J7 tlle -•1• w. PRUTOII BlTTI.&, SllelbJ' CNatJ Crilldnal 
Cotn"'t 1'uda•. 1• Mlati• to lldd.llS en.deaee h'&ilable 
to tile attol'ae,s fw MY, a -,.ua w111 lie de91Nd t.,-
bia office to alw,s Miatat.a autct ceatnl of tllt 
en.deae. Be stated that aay "1..,_ with tke excepttea 
of llay'a 1"6 llulJtug 'tllat the def ... attorae,a clesiNNI 
te NYift will ••• to ... NtYUMIINl 1a tbe Att __ ,. Geaeral•• 
Office ader aviot eeftftty preeauUou, and-,. n­
prodllct10ll8 Of - Will lae aade .. r tile-.. aeou-lty 

.. precautt~ ta tile At'teftleJ Geaen1•a Gfft.ee. 
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