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IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE ' v-u-'ﬁlé

" STATE OF TENNESSEE °

. : . NO. 16645 Murder First Degree
- ys, | | pon
g ' NO. 16819 Carrying Dangerous Weapon '

" JAMES EARL RAY L
"+ Alias Eric Starvo Galt,
Alias John Willard, '
.- Alias Harvey Lowmeyer, -
‘" Aljias lHarvey Lowmyer.,

. — v

o Pl e o e e e, ol 2l 3l

" ORDER ON COURTHOUSE AND COURTROOM PROCEDURES AND PUBLICITY

Kiad . . R
-

The Constitutions of the United States and the State of.

" Tennessee guarantece defendants jn criminal cases due process of

; law and the right to a fair trial by an impartial juryw. It is

,f'the‘duty of the trial Court to see that every defendant receivés 
ﬁgﬁall his.constitutional rights.b ‘ - ' ' . o
| © From the world wide attention attracted to this case B f';‘
;‘at bar resulting in massive and pervasive publicity in the news :"é
Jémedia,'the.Court is of the opinion that the following_f;ies are'"" |

i;necessary to a constitutionally guaranteed, orderly and fair q

T

 fitriaL by an impartial jury, and therefore orders:

I,

The term "Criminal Courts Buildings"-as-used_-herein

‘:éshall mean the CriminalvCdurts‘Building, 150 Washington, and the
;;fadjoiniﬂg Shelby County ‘Building, 157 Poplar Avenue; Memphis, = . ‘. |
bt?gjizTennessce. : - | | R
; All entrance ways, corridors, and approaches to Court . f
.:afﬁfirooﬁs,'officeswand other rooms in the Criminal Courts Buildings o
§ JTQ;J ;vwill be kept clear at all times for free access thereto by those
% ‘{;f'f  u$ing them in the course of théir employment or those havipg 7:_
‘ . '”;fbusincss tb transact»tﬁbrein.‘ ’ , | | ' ;J,ﬁf ; ;
oy II. v

No cameras, photographic, television, radio or sound

~.equipment, including tape roccorders, will be permitted, in the

Criminal Coufrts Buildings or upon the alloy-ways,'parkiﬁé ies
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iyards or grohnds*immediately'surrounding'said buildings. No

'and przsoner have had ample time to W1thdraw, and sald spectators

?;-and such- wztnesses as counsel may desire to be w1th1n the bar for

";consultatlon‘purposes...No one else will enter w1thout perm1551on

- personnel, witnesses and Jurors may handle exhlblts except by

"."’order of the Court.

“office associates, staff members, investigators-and-employecs

. photographs will be taken of the Jury, nor will they be televised.{ﬁf,-

1No;skétches wili be méde in the Criminal Courts Buildings.

.o IIX.

.

'All persons sceeking admission to the Courtroom will

i‘submitnvoluntarily to' a search of his person before being admitted.

:.No one will enter the Courtroom after a session has

next recess. No one will leave the Courtroom except at recess -

or adjournment except in an emergency. At noon~recess\fnd

adjournment, and at any othe; time the Jury is retlrlng from the

"second floor, or the prlsoner is being removed to the jail, the

pectators shall remain seated in the Courtroom unt11 the Jury

.

have been given permxsszon to dlsperse. f:' Sy

: Ce
Vv ‘ S
[ ] ) [

N

The bar of the Court within the rail is reserved for -

~the defendant, counsel . members of the Bar, Court personnel

.;of'thg Court,

. " VI,

-No one except attorneys.of record, their agents, Court'

VII,

All lawyers participating in this case, their assistants,

— e L e

' begun without permission of the Court, but must wait until the . -

B i et e e s

meve AL

TN L ey e,

R

N .
YT TTT AT TN KA STt S s Y

under their supervision and control are forbidden,td'tako part

in interviews for publicity and from making extra-judicial

: ‘.statcmcnts about this case from this .date untxl such t1me as a

verdict is- rcturned in thls case in open Court.
. L _2_
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PR
VIII. |
S
The County Medical bxamlncr Jury Commxsszoners, e

All witnesses, persons subpoenaed to Grand Jury or

Nothlng 1n thls order shall prohibit any witness from'

miCrlmlnal Court Clerk County Sheriff, Pollce Officials and othcrin
?‘law enforcement offlcers, employees of thls Court, '
?persons empioyed in the "Criminal Courts Buildinés", their ": 1.;f;r
%fasSociatés, deputies, assistants, staff members and personnel o
“under their supervision and control are forbidden to participate.: -
~in intervi ws for pub11c1ty and from making extra-judicial |
f‘-statements about this case from this date and unt11 such tlme

-;as a verdxct in thzs case is returned in open Court.

CIX.

Qfserving as jurors, are forbidden to participate in interviews
- for publicity and from making extra-judicial statements about
‘this case from this date and until such time as a verdict in

this case is returned in open Court.

X,

':1attorneys representlng ‘the defendant ox_ the §tate, or any

“ representative of such attorneys.

U/ /‘/im;cm @(CZ‘C‘Z"*

all other

" Court, jurors, and those persons summoned butexcused from B SN

NE

. ‘dlscusszng any matter in connectlon with the case W1th any of the B

~JUDGE, DIVISION __{if

.Criminal Court of Shelby Counuy

Qu.wi& /‘7(&’

e O ]

(/ <)

i " g

[
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Director, FBI 7/19/68
SAC, Memphis (44-1987)(P)

MURKIN

Submitted herewith to the Bureau, for information
purposes only, is one Xerox copy of an “"Order on Courthouse
and Courtroom Procedures and Publicity," issued by Judge
¥. PRESTON BATTLE, Division III, Criminal Court of Shelby
County, Tennessee, July 18, 1968, in case of State of Tennessee
vs. JAMES EARL RAY.

C 2l
i

//l
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STATE OF TENNESSEE
Shelby County

I, J. A. BLACKWELL, Clerk of the Criminal Courts of Sheiby County, Tennessee,

do hereby certify that the foregoing..... . FOUR. (). . pages of writing contain a full,

Order on Contempt of Court
complete, true and perfect copy of BIHEROPIEEELAIHEE had in the case of the State of
. B 16645 ang
Tennessee, vs. ' Docket No..B.16819. ...

Indictment for. MURDER IN THE FIRST DEGREE & CARRYING A DANGEROUS WEAPON

as the same now appears on file, and of record - my oftice.

WITNESS my hand and the seal of said Court, at office in Memphis,

this, the...3080 ... day of e LY 19..68

SEAL : By /&f//// %/ D.C
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VS.

" JAMES EARL RAY

IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE

STATE OF TENNESSEE
- NO. 16645 Murder First Degree

NO. 16819 Carrying Dangerous Weapon

Alias Eric Starvo Galt,
Alias John Willard,
Alias Harvey Lowmeyer,
Alias Harvey Lowmyer.

S Yol e, o, S e, S Y Yo e B

AMENDMENT TO ORDER

The order heretofore entered in this cause on the
éighteenth dayidf'Jﬁly, 1968, and headed "Order on Courthouse
and Courtroom Procedures and Publicity" is hereﬁy amended as
follows:==~~ ‘

In paragraphs VII,'VIiI and IX of said Order, the
terms "interviews for publicity" and "extra-judicial statements"
shall be limited to such interviews and statements as are
prejudicihl to a fair trial by an impartial jury in the case,

| This is done by the Court on its own motion, this

twenty-third day of July, 1968,

JUDGE, Division III

Criminal Court
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IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE

STATE OF TENNESSEE
NO. 16645 Murder First Degree
VS. : :
NO. 16819 Carrying Dangerour Weapon
JAMES EARL RAY

Alias Eric Starvo Galt,
Alias John Willard,
Alias llarvey Lowmeyer,
Alias Harvey Lownmyer,

Yot Yo S Y, oo e S, i, S

ORDER
In this cause, the Court having heretofore appointed a
comnittee of eight members of the Bar to act as amici curiae
and said committee having this day filed a report that there is
probable cause to believe that this Court's Ordér of July 18,
1968 as amended July 23, 1968, has becn ﬁiolated by certain
“individuals in certain circumsf;ances9 to-wit:

1 Certain statements attributed to Arthur B. Hanes, Esqg..,
! G

to the ecffect that the shooting of Doctor Martin Luther King, Jr.

involves 'a Communist conspiracy, to the effect that his client's
i

i 1

rights were being trampled in Jail, and

Kormd

vimsedd,

to the effect that

LS arg

bein

W

his family and servan threatened by "then'", as quoted

e

in the Memphis Press Scimitar of Saturday, July 27, 1868, and the
Commercial Appeal of Suhday; July 28, 1968; |

(2) Certain statements in Memphis Press Scimitar of
July 27, 1968, attributed to William Morris, Sheriff of Shelby
County, Tennessee, concerning the cost and expenscs for the security
of the prisoner and the treatment of the prisoner, and the
prisoner's demeanor and attitude while in confinement.

(3) Certain statements appearing in the Memphis Press
Scimitar of Saturday, July 27, 1968, attributed to
Russell X. Thompson, Esq. concerning his opinion as to the guilt or
innocence of the d@fendant}

and said feport further pointing out that to the extent that
Ramsey Clark, Attorney General of the United States is a ''Law |
Enforcement Officer" or "a lawyer participating in this case" through
his staff, assistants, office associates, investigators or cmployecs
under his supervision, the statements attvibuted to him and the

United States Department of Justice as referred to in the Commercial
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of July.28, 1968 are in probable violation of the principles

set out in Sheppard vs. Maxwell, 384 U.S. 333, 16 L.Ed. 2d 600,
SO S QAT e FS Ll

7
86 S. Ct., 1507 (1966),, to the effect that there was no evidence

of a conspiracy in the shooting of Doctor Martin Luther King, Jr.

s

..‘-""/‘

.
A,
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The Court, in the interest of preserving-the constitutional
rights of all concerned and protecting the orderly preparation
and progress of the trial, reserves further inguiry and
disposition of each and all of the above instances until
a later date.

And whereas it is the desire of the Court to avoid any
possible misunderstanding of its orders heretofore made, said
orders of July 18 and July 23 respectively are herewith
supplemented as follows:

All lawyers participating in Lhis case, their assistahts,
associates, staff members, investigators and employees under
their supervision and control, Cpunty Medical Examiner,

Jury Commissioners , Criminal Court Clerk, County Sheriff,

Poliﬁe Officials and other law enforcement officers, employees
of this Court and all other persons employed in the "Criminal
Courts Buildings", their associates, deputies, assistants,

staff members and personnel under their supervision and control,
are forbidden to take part in interviews or press conferences
for publicity and are enjoined from making extrawjudiéial
statements about this case which involve: (1) the personal
belief of the Declarant as to the'guilf or innocence of the
accused; (2) the plans of the Declarant relating to the
preparation or conduct of the trial, the theory, techniques

and strategy of the Declarant in the preparation énd tfial of
the case; (3) the jurors or potential jurcrs who may sexrve;

(4) the commenﬁs of the Declarant about the merits of the case
and about any evidence which may be presented; (5) the
cradibility of or information concerning any known ov intended
witnesses or the treatment, acts and attitude of the defendant,
and are further enjoined from making any and all other statements
which may be preijudicial to a fair trial by an impavtial jury

in this case, whether specified herein or not.
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All persons or entities subject to this Order who feel
aggrieved by anything herein contained are hereby admonished
that any such grievances or complaints shoul@ be judicially
presented.

The Court recognizes the wide and pervasive publicity
which has been and will be an inevitable incident of this
trial. The Court further recognizes that there are many
individuals who are beyond the jurisdiction of this'Court, but
who: may be interested in the outcome of this trial, and whose
statements may have been violative of this Order had the Court
jurisdiction over such parties. As to such pefsons, the Court
urges self-imposed compliance with this Order in the interests
of a fair trial to the defendant and to the State of Tennessee.

In accordance therewith the Court orders a certified copy
of this Order to be sent by the Clerk of this Court to all
persons'named herein or subject hereto, and all newspapers of
general circulation, radio and television stations within the

jurisdiction of this Court.

Judge, Division
Criminal Court of Shelby County, Tennessee

V.

S 1 - n 5
2. \(i{ {‘; / L4 / 3
s
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70: £TO
FROM: BAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) ()
SUBJECT: MURKIN

7/30/68 ao ttﬁm&w&?M§?§ﬁ$§M

Criminal Court Judge BATTLE, and ATlet to Bureau

’SMM conceraing m d&miﬂm of the 1986 Mustang aban-
domed by JAMES EARL BAY in Atlanta, Ga.

mm herewith for the Duresu for inforsatios
is one Zerox copyyur™ *mm t& m" dnted fﬂw
and an "Ordexr™ M ?M
mmmmm&u«mmmxmwﬂ
wmmmxamxmm#.m

waﬁfammnmx,m,am
State Attorney Genersl, Memphis, Teun., sdvised JA RUBERT ¥,
BOYLE that he dees not see any msed for the pbysical presence
nmnammmawmwmmntu
Atlants, O8.; however, he desives that thiz sutomobile mot be
4 of until completion of the amwrder trizl of BAY
schoduled to commence iz Memphis on 11/12/68.

mmmm&mmwmmﬁ;mmnmi
is aftorded an Wty to exenine any potential evidence
aod in this ticular instance would h gim n mtmty
to examine ! sutomobile 1f he so desires. Nr. CANAIR
stated, hmm, thet since this astomobile is the property
amm:&rwmmﬁmwmmun,ma.
m. BAY*s attorney, initistes sny action to bave this
sutomobile turned over to HANES. é/jﬁ

—

o). AL
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AT BIRNINGHAM, ALA.

X xa%ﬂmmm-s M\a‘gﬁgxwmﬂm
2 fedarsl comp t charging JANES EABL zonapivacy,

it is W that the Birmingham Division, voloss advised
to the comtrary by the Bugesu, comsult with the appropriate
C8A who uwmm the federsl compiracy couplaint sgainet
RAY to determine if he han sny particular views on disposition
of the 1968 Mestang.

Since the 1966 Mustang is in custody of the Atlants
Division, & copy of this airtel is being Torwarded far their
intormmition.
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IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY,TENNESSEQ
. - /" ,

; J Jeons
FILED. ‘% ¢+

J. A BLACKWELL CLERK

STATE OF TENNESSEE
: NO. 16819 BY._: {7 D. C.

VS.
(Carrying a dangerous weapon)

JAMES EARL RAY, ALIAS,

MOTION FOR LEAVE TO WITHDRAW PLEA
AND TO QUASH INDICTMENT

Comes the defendant in the above styled case, by and
ﬁhrough his attérney of record, and :espectfully moves
This Honorable Court for leave to withdraw the plea here-
tofore entered, and if that be granted, defendant further
moves that the Indictment heretofore filed be quashed and
as grounds therefor assigns the fo%lowiﬁg:

1. Deféndant was brought within the geégraphical
jurisdiction'of this court from England by virtue of

" proceedings under an international extradition.treaty
"with Great Britain, to face only the charge of murder.

2. The Indictment in the present case charges defen-
dant with carrying a dangerous weapon with the intent to go
armed.

3. Said charge is not one with which defendant was
charged in the proceedings for his extradition from Great
Britain, thereby rendéring This Honorable Court without
‘jurisdiction to hear, try or proceed further with this case.

Respectfully Submitted

Cuhur Mo )y

HANES & HANES
Attorney for Defendant

A AW@&/ COATIFY NHAT I fgpe SEAYEY j copy ey
""JM AROve Moo VRO THE ﬁ&fﬁﬁg)«@y é@f&ﬂﬁg ’:‘L? ¥
Sope wwds eASE o THIS TTho (o 4_@,3) /ﬁ”j%; ?

4%,.,,,

$
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IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE

STATE OF TENNESSEE

VS. ‘ : No. 16645
' (Murder),
i i A
JAMES EARL RAY, Alias. STLED .

J. A. BLACKWELL, CLERK

o BY_ LA /7 DL G

MOTION FOR LEAVE TO WITHDRAW PLEA
AND TO QUASH INDICTMENT

-Comes now -the defendant in the above styled case, by and
through his attorney of record, and respectfully moves This
Honorable Court for leave to withdraw his plea heretofore
entered and,-if that be granted, deféndant further moves that
the iqdictmeﬁt heretofore returned in this case be quashed and
as grounds therefor assigns the following:

1. There have been written reports, articles and publi-
cations in magazines, newspapers and books of wide and general
circulation published and distributed within the juridiction
of this court, throughout the State of Tennessee and throughout
the United States concerning defendant; the alleged crime
committed and the purported victim thereof, said reports, articles
and publications being calculated to and having the effect of
creating widespread public excitement and animosity toward crimes
of the type herein alleged and toward the defendant and his
alleged crime in particular.

2. Radio and television networks and stations within the
jurisdiction of this court, throughout the State of Tennessee
and throughouﬁ the United States have from, to-wit, April 4, 1968,
until the present date, by way of both regular and special pro:ram-

ming, frequently and continually broadcast programs and parts

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



thereof which so canonized and so depicted the .victim of the
criﬁe herein chérged, and so desCribed the crime and defendant
herein charged that widespread public outrage.and hatred have
been generated toward any'person charged with the crime alleged
herein and toward this defendant in particular.

3. Said publications ahd broadcasts have been so pérvasive
and widespread within this jurisdiction and throughout the
entire United States that most if not all prospective jurors
chosen within the jﬁrisdiction of this court or within the juris-
diction’of any court throughout the United States will have read
and/or heard the said prejudicial matter on many occasions and
will héve been repeatedly exposed to published matter tending to
influence public opinion in favor éf defendant's guilt and tend-
ing tb remové the presumption of innogeﬁce which must . accompany
him to,trial;

4., Defendant has not‘had opportunity to confront or cross-
examine the persoﬁs who have published and broadcast said
prejudicial matter or the persons who revealed information upon
which said publications and broadcasts.were purportedly based,
and has had no opportunity to rebut said publications and broad-
casts; further, that said publications and broadcasts have
represented as fact matters which are controverted and contro-
vertibie énd prejudicial matters which are not relevant to or
admissible in the trial of this case.

5. The above stated publications and broadcasts, as shown
in part by the exhibits attached hereto and hereby incorporated,

have created such widespread prejudicial publicity that defendant

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



has been effectivély precluded from receiving a fair and im-

partial trial within any jurisdiction.

Respectfully submitted,

e\ Y /95/

Attorney for #fendant.

%WVMQ /&4,»,4,40 ﬁ{
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Prison identification picture of James Earl Ray was taken in 1966. An escaped convict,
career of crime. His first arrest came at an early age, and his last known crime was the muw
“\[1\/7 : L : , = -
Wr |
. L] ¢ . o o o ]
Has vanished into ‘thin air’ in spi
16
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Actually, Ray is 40 years old.
Confused? So are the authoritics.’
-Also, two white Mustangs showed up . . . and
two rifles as well as two driver’s licenses and
other confusing “evidence.™

The assassin has been reported in Mexico . . .
Cuba . . . South America . . . and at the bottom
of a luke attached to a large concrete block.

The FBI, although keeping fairly mum about
its investigation, has looked into. the possibility
that some of the *“clues” may have been planted

to throw the investigation off on the wrong

track. .

If so, there goes the first theory that the killer
acted alone in this crime.

One theory popped up concerning  the

- Memphis police department. The departnrent was

charged in some quarters as'being “nigger haters”
and some even went so far as to suggest that
persons within the department either committed
the crime, helped sct it up, or aided the actual

Lillar ion hiia contcenn

And speaking of fingerprints, when James Earl
Ray escaped from prison a year ago; an
crroncous set of fingerprints was circulated to
law enforcement agencies. The warden said a new
set of prints was sent out later but law
enforcement officials in Georgia and Alabama
said they never received the second set.

So far, in the scarch for Ray, all trails lead to
the same place — nowhere.

James Earl Ray, the man being sought around
the world for the slaying of Dr. King, has been
described as a drunken drifter, prone to thievery
and violence, a failure at everything.

HIGH SCHOOL DROPOUT

Ray was born March 10, 1928, in Alton, 111, a
manufacturing town of 53,000 persons, along the
Mississippi River, 20 miles north of St. Louis.

Records of Madison County show that James
Earl Ray was one of several Rays who
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YORIS O'DONNELL The fact does nof solve Thursday, does not shed' To find what kind of man is James Earl Ray, ac-  work of Trandom facts, the FBI, the Royal Cana- Bridgman. .Ibhn

the enigma of the man who light on why Ray allegedly cused. of the murder of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., guesses, conjectures and dian Mounted Police and Harvey Lownyer :

mystery of James
iay is as cryptic as a

puzzle whose pieces
ttered over half of the
. States, Canada and
of Europe.

matter that Ray —
the name of Ramon
> Sneyd — sits today
London jail charged
dYing Rev. Dr. Mar-
ther King in Mem-
enn., last April 4.

joblessly lived it up-as a
fugitive from the Missouri
State Prison for nearly a
year before the slaying of
the Nobel Peace Prize win-
ner.

THAT FACT of the accu-
sation, with fingerprint evi-
dence on the murder rifle
produced by the U.S. gov-
ernment in the Bow Street

- magistrates’ court ~last

o?:;’ o ,  FE"QOMAQ N
IO ICIIRCS

killed Rev. Dr. King.
Whether it was a lohe as-
sassin or a domestic, politi-
cal or international conspir-

. acy. . :

Who is this slum boy who
grew to manhood in prison
cells?

Where did Ray get money
for alligator shoes? For a

white 1966 Mustang? For

The Plain Degaler assigned Reporter Doris O’Donnell to
take his trail. She wvisited Jefferson Cily, Mo., where
he escaped prison; St. Louis, where he spent part of his
life, and Toronto, where he lived before fleeing to
Europe. .

walled penitentiary at Jef-
ferson City, Mo.?

cross-country trips? For air-
plane tickets? Who kept Ray
on ice, safe from the long
arm of the Missouri state
officials for 13 months after
he escaped from the old

knows all the answers. That
is Ray himself,

There is one man who

THE -REST IS a patch-

projections.

The Plain Dealer tried to
pull the strings of the mys-
tery bag of James Earl
Ray together,

Newspaper reporters all
over the country, in Can-
ada, England and Pertugal
have backtracked on Ray’s
activities which already
were closely examined by

Scotland Yard, not to men-
tion supporting roles of lo-
cal police the world over.

The Plain Dealer back-
tracked, too, and came up
with more details to put
flesh and blood on the for-
merly flat image of James
Karl Ray, alias James Mc-
Bride, James Walton, W. C.
Herron, James O'Connor,
Eric  Starvo Galt, Paul

course, Sneydi.

TO FILL IN the
about Ray, Tie PD
find personswho &r
—in prison,.mhis ol
borhood in &wuih St
in Toronto.

Fred T. Wixiasor
tor of the Nissouri
ment of Camecticn

Continued onRage -

Asks Soviet Aid
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By JOHN P. LEACACOS
* Plain Dealer Washington Bureau Chief
ZW YORK — Richard M. Nixon will go on the of-
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41 New York Times Service
NASHVILLE, Temn. -—
President  Jobnson called
upon the United States and
the Soviet Union yesterday
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viet Union to continue on
the present course — of pil-
ing weapons system on wea-
pons system — diverting
billions upon billions of dol-
lars — while adding nothing
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ferson City, knew Ray as
one of about 1,500 men be-
hind the walls, a few shert
blocks from the state capi-
tol and the governor’s man-

¥ | sion on the Missouri River.

“He was as near a non.
entity as any person I ever
met,” ‘Wilkinson said. “He
was innocuous.”

Wilkinson is an expert in
his field. le has spent 30
years in the federal prison
system, including a five-
year term with the. Bureau
of Prisons in Washington,

“IIE WAS LIKE anyone
else,”” Wilkinson said. “‘His
pattern of existence in the
penitentiary. O\»cns got
ships, no cnemies.” He was
a passive personality. He
gave the appearance of in-
dolence. His aftitude was
‘Here I am, so what?' "

Ray, incidentally, had
been arrested with an -ac-
complice, James Owens, for
the robbery of a Kroger Co.
store on Ohio Avenue in
South St. Louis. he was sen-
tenced on two counts —

~armed robbery and auto

theft — 1o 20 years in the
penitentiery. Owens got
only seven years, Dur-
ing the fifth day of his trial
before Circuit Court Judge
John C. Casey in St, Louis,
Ray tried to escape. Ile was
caught by sheriff's deputies
in an elevator in the Munici.
pal Court Building:

Attempted jail escapes,
‘said Wm\mson tock Ray out
of the innocuous class sev-
eral times.

G1Tm daind &n attunnt ntbtan.

Learnea

But officials finally discov-.

ered that a 3x5-foot bread
box, in which bread was
trucked twice a week from
the prison to the prison
farms, was Ray’s hid-
ing place to the outside.

Wiukinson said he is con-
vinced Ray had the aid of
another inmate, who also
worked in the kltchen thh
Ray.

RAY, WORKING in the
kitchen slicing bread, wore
white clothes, not the green
dungarees  with  black
stripes worn by regular
prisoners.

No one knows, Wilkinson
said, how Ray left Jefferson
City. No leads have devel-
oped .on whether he left by
foot, car or airplane.

A brother, John Larry
Ray, had visited Ray for
412 hours the day before
Ray disappeared. He made
his escape about 8:30 a.m.
and a check was not made
until 1 p.m,

John Ray told a St. Louis
Post-Dispatch reporter that:
‘He and I btoth are strong
supporters of George Wal-
lace,”” former Alabama
governor and a states rights
candidate. for president.

Wilkinson saw nothing sig-
nificant in the Ray hrothers
talking politics or talking
George C. Wallace.

“FOUR AND a half hours
is a long time,” Wilkinson
said, “Even the closest of

relatives run out ot things

to talk about.”

WVilkinson said sometimes
a probing bar is used in the
bread boxes when the truck
19 m the sally port, a tunnel

et vhitadl  $ha  tennele
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RAY'S PLACE—The Grepevine Tavermn in south St. Louis which is
operaiod by Iohn Larry Ray.

Pen claxm Ray could have:

left with a bankroll as high
as $2,000,

One prisoner told me: “I -

saw a man with $7,500 on
him the other night."

But Wilkinson’s records
show the most Ray ever
“had on the books" was two

entries of $5 each which he -

sent tol a brother in 1963.

“TIAT'S THE  biggest
money he ever dealt with,”
Wilkinson said.

Ray ordered items from
Crare  Prashnnk ... _tonnis

Ryan, and his grandmother
as Mrs, Mary Mahler, 1913
Ilickory Street, St. Louis,

Both women are dead, but
they are not forgotten on
the hot, dusty street in
South St. Louis.

X0, 1913 Iickory Street is
a doorless rundown two-
stey brick house with the
Frnch arvchitectural influ.
cwe of 75-100 years old.
Tiis seclion off Missouri
Avnue was once the proud
tre-lined properties of well-
tolo merchants,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

AP Wirephoto
he's gained lots of weight.”

(One of the London board-
ing house landlords claimed
a hypodermic ncedle was
left in Ray’s room.)

But the neighbors on
Hickory Street had to ad-
mit they saw little of James
Earl Ray during the past 12
years.

Ray enlisted in the Army
in 1946 and was out in 1948.
Ie served three months at
hard labor for being drunk
and resisting arrest,

IN 1049, 15 was ngen a

h
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Ray a “loser, a punk,” .t
his prison colleaguer 2
serjbe him as a “re. "

“IIE HAD money ¢
in prison,” an ex-cc :
said. “Guys like that ..e
always targets. But no one
ever stole or tried to steal
from Ray. There was somie-
thing about him. Like he'd
kill, if you'd try anything.”

Ray's brother, John Lar-
ry Ray, operates a bar at
the corner of Arsenal and
Illinois avenues, in South St.
Louis. The liquor license is
in the name of Mrs. Carol
Pepper, Ray’s sister, who
reportedly “‘is married very

- welll”

The bar, the Grapevine,
catering to neighborhood
walk-in trade, is a down-at-
the-heel place. A padlock
was on the front door the
day I waited about 10 hours
to see John Ray. He never
even opened the bar that
day.

John L. Ray is described
as a “'weirdo” by~ persons
who Kkunow him and the
Grapevine saloon.

“THERE'S SOMETHING
in his head that doesn't con-
nect too well,”” a friend of
his said. “Ile blows up fast.
You have to be careful what
you say to hini. lle'd shoot
you as soon as talk to you.”

John Ray recently was ac-
quilted on a shooting scrape.

Neither John nor Jorry
Ray — like James Lail —
is marricd. But all have
reputations f{or liking wom-
en. In fact, the [FBI all-
points alert for Ray includ-
ed the information lhat he
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When the Fwing. Mo. grade school
gathered for the picture at left in
7938, third-groder Janies Earl Ray
(in third row at left of girl in~
poika dot dress) peered hafi-hid-
den over a classmate’s head.
Among the two dozen former
schoolmates and teachers who
identified Jimmy Ray was Carlisle
Washbhurn {front row, far right},
who once broke Ray's leg playing
foothall. Today Washburn {above)
is fwing's postmaster. Ray is
shown below after his 1959 arrest
in St. Llouis for armed robbery.
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CONTINUED
in Alton, UL, e was the eldest o
nine children of George and Lu-
cille Maher Ray, a Catholic family
that was to drift from river town
1 lown throughout the Depres-
sion. When he was one vear old,
the family moved upriver to Quin-
cy. UL, when he was 6, they moved
across he river to [wing, Mo..
and when he was 16 and out of
the eighth grade, they moved
again to Quincy. The sight of the
large.  shiftless  family  coming
where work was scarce was haid-
ly a welcome one for communities
with afready too little to share.
The family even began to think of
itselfl. with the same carclessness
as the towns themselves had: they
were 1dentified as the Rayns, the
Raynes or the Raines, eithier be-
cause of the way Ray was drawled
oul or from confusions with past
families. The children cared hittle
in any case and often went lo
school under different names.

Jimmy was the eldest, but he ai-
‘ready seemed to he wearing hand-
me-downs; in rural poverty, no
age is ever old enough; there is ol
ways someone before you. Virgil
Oscar Graves, who was principal
of the Lwing school, recalls Ray:
“He was a3 rebel He rebelied
against authority and his approach
to most of his teachors was very
bad. te always seemed to have
trouble getung his assignments in
on time But he was a seasilive
boy | reimember he came up to
my desk one day wearing paiched
overalls  and  asked  whether 1
thougiit the other kids would pay
atiention to his appearance.”

The school record was consicd-
crably more brusqgue. James Larl
Ray was oniy in the second grade
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CONTINUED

remembaers a local resident, “I've
scen the time when they had a
sack of potatoes to eat--that's all,
just a sack of potatoes.”

As they grew up, the Ray chil-
dren were ecither to drift off or
to be routinely placed in foster
homes, seldom again seeing an-
other member of the family, Even
today, Geraid Ray. a hrother, in-
sisfs their  father's name  was
George, while liwmmy Ray’s bitth
cedtificate shows it was James, An
uncie, William € Maber, of Alion,
says of the Rays: “Wa tried 1o
stay away from tham, They always
seemed to want something.”

Besides jhvmy, there were Mor-
jorie Ray iwho died ac 2 child
after sotting: herseill on fire with a
boax of maitches), john, Melba, Car-
ol Jean, Gerald, Franklin “Buzzy”
Delano {(who was killed in 1964
when he and a girl triend ran
their car oif a bridge into the
river at Quincy; the funeral pro-
vided one of the few Ray family
reunions), Susan Jane and Max.
The father died in 1951, most
probably of chronic alcoholism:
the mother in 1961, OF the other
surviving Rays of Quincy, Melba
Ray was in a succession of foster
homes and today spends most of
her time in the lobby of the de-
caying Viiginia Hotel on  Qak
Street. Occasionally, she goes o
her $30-a-month room upstairs to
fondle a giant wooden c1oss which
she has painted aed, white and
blue and lettered “nered oose”
She anee awalked i doan Naane
Stevet i Oamay b sade 900 Ghe
TR oo beony ey ot Ader
What ;‘.i” SUNE S L FETY DRIV SRR

R Vol

Paienig b ey
er's examiie,

SUSAR Yant, Vdey b0
now been anat L
the scattesed av <0
of cOmMIMon Rote e
locked screen #hose, e
their laments of fade 273
agamst Jimmy Ren Bul s
clear which the ity ©
hate most: that R ¢ bt
responsible Tor She
or that thair neis
learn the troth ofthelr ¢
in {wing and Qumw. O

haps, alior years b abac

enl o

©strangreni, d
the Rays togethior giain,
Then there s Grrald {7
who sdys siimpsly, "l
brother” Over theyears;
beea in iruobic & ofle
my. Bul jerry, wholives |
ing, L, today ke grov
tomed to their sopaatin
the fanmily is probaliy cc
brother. "After wewer.
he says, “obaut theonl
could see him- who
visiting me in jailienwhe
visit him. One orihe ¢
was in jail mostw@ithe i
wrote me a lot”
Jerry s, with s i
low professiongdi {7
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angay aed desperate, As o hapless
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and setuned onhy o fose another

day, he did sowith pensistence,

10

“his change”

r coninted
“Tomas Reyes Lau (up-
per lefty, to whom Ray paid $245
for a four-woek bartending course,
found him an apt pupil: “Self-con-
tiddent with good hand coordina-

those iresh 'U)s and neve

tion.”" By contrast Kathy Norton
.r/'mr) one of his dancing instruc-
tors, remerbers hitn as “clumsy”
and socially inept. Bo Del Monte
(above), bartender at the Rabhit's
Foul Club where Ray often spent

el seihy
fvatin, i Bue geey 0 el e !
Bloedmg, betany samee s ey

W0 o elatne’s houwe
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his  evenings  drinking  50-cont
screwdrivers, calls him “a meck
kind of man”-—exceptior the night
he got into an argument with o
woman about the race probhem
and loudly denounced &l Nowroes,
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broke loose and ran to an eleva-
tor," where he was caught.

For the next seven years in peis-
on, Ray distinguished himself only
by a series of solitary ' escape ot-
tempts which earned him the nick-
name “The Maole” for this quiet,
angry figure the ventures were per-
haps a source of amusement, per-

From a grocery store ban

haps a way 10 do precisely what
the skinny schoolboy in Twing,
Mo, had always wanted to have
happen--to 1ehel, be recaptured
and revoll agawn. “Hoy, kids, it's
THE MOLEY Once he tried to
scale a wall and was knocked un-
conscious when his makeshift lad-
der collapsed; another time, in

In the act of holding up a St
Louis grocery in 1959, Ray and ac-
complice Joseph Austin were pho-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

1966, he hid for two days in a ven-
tilator shaft, then crawled 1o a
rooftop only 10 have a guard spot
his bands coming up over the top.
He was trying to escape  with
$4.15, cazor blades, a hroken mir-
ror and a bag of assorted pills,
Then, exactly a year ago, he fingl-
fy ohid it

<

tographed by a fived-focus vam-
era nommally  used 1o identify
check cashers. Austin unknowingly

it mwwm by a hidd

ek -

§n the carioudly it world that in-
udles a sleek, hleached ship of
ot Hollywood, Eric Starvo Galt
mighi have seemed 34 or even 28
years old, depending on the shade,
the tune of day or how close he
wais sittienr to the har lamp at the
Rabbits foat Chib. Galt, whe was
A dooked five g wan leaming 10

o
N

"n\; ;‘L‘.‘X

stoed in dront ol the camera teft)
Desfore be and Rav iifted the cash
register of $1,200. Theo he jol-
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swing; last November, he went on
a marijuana-buying junket to Mex-
ico. “Sharon,” one of his bali-
room dance instructors, had sug-
gested to the gils ot the National
Dance Siudios in Long Beach that
her pupil had developed a crush;
he trembled, she said, when he
stood too close. But Galt fled in

lowed Ray out fconter) as bolh
stufied their pockets. At right, a
policeman holds their hats, lost in

his white Mustang after only an
hour on Go-Go Night, and for
%245, paid in advance, enrolled in
bartending school instead.

James Tavl Roy had never had
his picture among the “big deal-
ers” in the waden’s album in the
Missouri State Penitentiary. tn Pris-
on, like any kid from Alton or

camera to the most hunted

the escape. Arrested two months
later for anothes robbery, Ray was
convicted and sentenced to 20

Quincy or Ewing or Shelbina, 5.0,
he had never mixed with the big
boys from Kansas City and 51
Louis. “He's innocuous,” said the
warden. ““He's penoy ante.”

That s, James Earl Ray, slight
and round-shouldered,  who
flinched, smiled a crooked, pri-
vate grin and sometimes even

vears in the Missouri penilentiary.
He was serving this term when he
escaped last year and vanished.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

seemed to walk on a slant, was
once penny anle. Bul, says the
FBI, on Apal 4 in Memphis, at
the moment Martin Luther King
died, ail the bills for the Mus-
tang, the shoes, the dancing les-
sems and 2 $150 30.06 Remington
——and mayhé the bitter childhood
---came due.
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THow To Solve
GCuns And Law

Morrie Ryskind, Pulitzer Prize winaing
playwright, will substitute for William F.
Buckley Jr. during the latter’s vacation.

BY MORRIE RYSKIND

REASON WOULD suggest that the
bullet which felled Senator Kennedy
emerged from a gun which might have
been unohlainable if a proper gun
control law had been in effect. John
Kennedy's slayer ordered his gun
through the mail: the ex-convict who

KOG wiarin Luiner g botzal g

aver the connier: the smipers who shot at

“policemen and firemen in the recent

riots presumably got their weapons just
as easily.
Noting which, T recently suggested it {

was high time for a federal law, one with
harsh teeth in it, to prevent the %
indiscriminate sale of firearms.

Conceding my lack of expertise on this
controversial subject, I saw no reason
why a purchaser with a legitimate use
for a gun should object to strict
regulation, down to getting a police okay
and being fingerprirted.

“Surely the rights guaranteed by the
Second Amendment were not intended to
provide criminals with an arsenal”” 1
wrote, and added I realized no law could
ever stop a determined killer from
obtaining a gun, but that such a statute
might cut our appalling crime rate.

~ The first response to that piece came
from a reader in Amarillo who agreed
courteously but vigorously about my
lack- of expertise on the matter, and

. - predicted I'd get enough protests against

my stand to last me a lifetime.

Almost Unanimous

HOW RIGHT he was! To date, of 168
letters on that column, only two back
me; the rest vary all the way from
calling me misguided to hinting I'm
guilty of subversion.

Some point out that our own Commu-
nists have long advocated just such a
law; others that Hitler enacted a similar
measure, The intent in both instances
being to disarm the decent citizens and
leave them defenseless against the
weaponry of uniformed gunmen serving
the police state.

I realize how touchy the subject is
when such an implication can be read
into my piece. I never even remotely”
suggested that the honest citizen be
deprived of arms with which to defend
himself against danger. I asked only,
especially in view of recent happenings,
that there be a strict supervision over
the sale of firearms, lest they fall into
bad hands — as obviously was the case
in the slaying of Robert Kennedy.

As a matter of fact, T have strong
personal mntives for wishing those with
bona-fide reasons te possess arms the
right to do so. For my son, who lives in
Washington, has for over a year had a

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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8/28/68
AIRTEL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)
SUBJECT: MURKIN

Enclosed for the Bureau is one copy each of the
following motions filed by Hanes and Hanes, attornmeys for
the defendant:

1. Motion to produce firearms, automobiles,
records, etc., pertaining to this case
which are now in the possession of the
attorney for the State.

2. Motion for leave to withdraw ples and
to quash indictment for carrying a
3. Hetion for leave to withdraw plea and
to gquash indictment for murder
The Court has made no ruling on these motions.
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IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE

STATE OF TENNESSEE

VSs. No. 16645
(Murder) )
JAMES EARL RAY, Alias ‘/z; /;‘(,
FILED .
7. A. BLACKWELL, CLERK
e 7 D C

MOTION TO PRODUCE DY .eozzfm—miet

Comes the defendant in the above styled case, by and
through his attorney of record, and respectfully moves This
Honorable Court to require the attorney for the State to produce
to the attorﬂey for defendant, and-allow him to inspect and/or
duplicate, books, papers, documents or tangible objects obtained
from or belohging to the defendant or obtained from others which
are in §OSSession of, or under thé control of the attorney for
-the State or any law enforcement officer, including, but not
limited to the following, to-wit:

1. Any firearm or other weapon belonging to defendant or
allegedly used in committing the crime charged.

2. Any automobile allegedly owned or operated by defendant
and any and all objects found therein.

3. 'Records of or documents pertaining to any hotel, motel,
rooming house or other purported place of fesidence, temporary
or permanent, of defendant or others.

4. 2all photogfaphs purportedly showing defendant or others
sought  in connection with the crime herein charged.

5. Any and all penal records and files of defendant,

including any and all medical, optometric, or psychiatric reports
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contained'therein'or produced while defendant Qas in custody
of any authority.

6. Any and ail military records of defendant, including
results of medical, optometric,or psychiatric tests and results
of proficiency tests.

7. Passports, visas and applications therefor.

‘8. Records of entry and exit to and from this or any other
country.

‘9., Documents, records or objects pertaining to transpor- »//
tation of or travel by defendant.

10. Evidence and test fingerprints of defendant.

11. Anyvsets of fingerprints wsed or displayed in any search
for defendaﬁt.

12. Any fingerprints of defendant or other persons found
on tangible objects named or produced herein.

13. Ballistic and weapons tests and reports thereof.

14. Expended slugs from a firearm, or fragments thereof.

15. Bullets, hulls, shells or casings, expendéd or un-
expended. |

l6. Maps, papers or other objects purportedly used or
handled by defendant.

17. Logs and records of calls made over the radio network
of any law enforcement agency of Shelby Coﬁnty, Tennessee, during
the period of April 4, 1968 through April 5, 1968.

18. The names‘énd addresses of all witnesses for the State
in this cause.

19. Any and all statements, signed or unsigned, attributed

to or purportedly made by defendant and any and all stateme:nts

-2
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made in the presence of defendant to which note of his

reaction was made.

20. Autopsy and toxicologists reports concerning any alleged
- victim of the crime charged herein.

21. The minutes and notes of Grand Jury proceedings in

this case.

Respectfully submitted,

Attorney fo defendant
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6/8/68

AIRTEL

TO :  DIRECTOR, FBI
FROM :  SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)(P)
SUBJECT:  MURKIN

Submitted rewith is a certified copy of the indictment /
returned by the Grasfid Jury, January Term of Criminal Court® ol

Shelby County, Tenhessee. Certification of Clerk of the Court

J. A. BLACKWELL sttached thereto.

In addition, there is also submitted a certified copy
of the warrant issued by Clerk of the Court based on the afore-
gaid indictment for the arrest of JAMES EARL RAY, with aliases.
Certification attached thereto also.

Bureau {Enc.-2)

g(‘zg'% Memphis /

I ME
4
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FD-36 (Rev. §5-22-64)

FBI

|
|
|
|
|
!
!
|
Date: 9/6/68 |l
PLAINTEXT |
|

n

]

|

B

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)
, TELETYPE
Via
(Priority)

________________________________________________ ) .

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: MEMPHIS (44-1987)  (4p)

MURKIN .

RE MEMPHIS AIRTEL TO BUREAU, AUGUST TWENTY EIGHT,
LAST, FORWARDING ONE COPY EACH OF THREE MOTIONS FILED IN
SHELBY COUNTY CRIMINAL COURT (SCCC), MEMPHIS, BY
HANES AND HANES, ATTORNEYS FOR JAMES EARL RAY; AND
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR AL ROSEN'S TELEPHONE CALL TO MEMPHIS
THIS DATE.

ACCORDING TO THE SEPTEMBER SIX, INSTANT, ISSUE OF
THE COMMERCIAL APPEAL, A MEMPHIS DAILY NEWSPAPER, ATTORNEYS
FOR RAY HAl TEN MINUTE MEETING WITH CHARLES QUITMAN

e

STEPHENS, PROSECUTION WITNESS, AND STEPHENS' ATTORNEYS, =
MR. JAY FRED FRIEDMAN AND HARVEY GIRSON; IN FRIEDMAN'S
B e B e

Y

LAW OFFICE, MEMPHIS, AFTERNOON OF SEPTEMBER FIVE, LAST.
THIS ARTICLE RELATED THAT ARTHUR J. HANES, RAY'S ATTORNEY,
Biripl____ WAS NOT SATISFIED WITH THE MEETING; HOWEVER, NEITHER
Teletvoe_____ HANES NOR STEPHENS' ATTORNEYS WOULD COMMENT ON WHAT
Ad___ WAS SAID. HANES REMARKED THAT STEPHENS' ATTORNEYS HAD
AJ5-7-_______ARRANGED THE PRESENCE OF THE PRESS ,é_mgmzém AT THE

o A =

e 1
LT/ N
harge QO;: %g/—’///w & {

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in

FBI

‘ Date:

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority) i
ME 44-1987
PAGE TWO
MEETING AND THAT HANES WAS SURPRISED AT THEIR PRESENCE
AS HE DID NOT WANT THEM THERE AS “WE COULDN'T TALK
WITH THEM THERE." STEPEENS' ATTORNEYS DENIED THIS
ACCUSATION.

ON SEPTEMBER SIX, INSTANT, W. PRESTON BATTLE, SCCC
JUDGE, MEMPHIS, DENIED DEFENDANT'S MOTIONS TO WITHDRAW
PLEA AND TO QUASH INDICTMENTS FOR CARRYING DANGEROUS WEAPON
AND FOR MURDER.

JUDGE BATTLE DID GRANT PORTIONS OF THE DEFENDANT'S
“MOTION TO PRODUCE,"” A COPY OF WHICH WAS ENCLOSED WITH
ZRETwt,. BATTLE INSTRUCTED THE SCCC CLERK TO ISSUE AN
ORDER TO THAT EFFECT. THIS ORDER HAS NOT BEEN TYPED AS
YET; HOWEVER, A COPY OF THE ORDER WILL BE OBTAINED AND
FORWARDED TO BUREAU AT EARLIEST POSSIBLE DATE.

ROBERT K. DWYER, EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT, AG'S OFFICE,
SHELBY COUNTY, MEMPHIS, WHO WAS PRESENT IN JUDGE BATTLE'S
COURT FOR THE HEARING THIS DATE ADVISED THAT TO THE BEST
OF HIS RECOLLECTION JUDGE BATTLE INSTRUCTED THAT DA'S
OFFICE MAKE AVAILABLE TO THE DEFENSE ON SEPTEMBER

Approved:

Sent ' M Per

Special Agent in Charge
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in
. (Type in plaintext or code)

Via

(Priority)

ME 44-1987
PAGE THREE
EIGHTEEN, NEXT, THE WEAPON, AUTOMOBILE, ANY RECORDS OR
DOCUMENTS RE RESIDENCY OF RAY BETWEEN PERIOD APRIL
TWENTY THREE, LAST, AND JUNE EIGHT, LAST; RECORDS WHERE
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., RESIDED BETWEEN MARCH
TWENTY FIVE, LAST, AND APRIL THREE, LAST; PHOTOS OF
RAY; PENAL RECORDS FOR RAY INCLUDING MEDICAL AND PSYCHIATRIC
REPORTS; MILITARY RECORDS; PASSPORT AND VISA APPLICATIONS
AND RECORDS OF ENTRY AND EXIT TO AND FROM THIS OR ANY
OTHER COUNTRY; AND OBJECTS HANDLED BY DEFENDANT SUCH AS
MAPS, PAPERS, AND SO FORTH. DWYER STATED THAT THE
JUDGE ORDERED THAT THE EVIDENCE EXAMINED BY THE FBI BE
MADE AVAILABLE TO THE DEFENDANT; HOWEVER, THE DEFENDANT
WAS NOT ENTITLED TO REPORTS CONCERNING THE OPINION OR
CONCLUSIONS REACHED AS RESULT OF FBI EXAMINATION OF THE
EVIDENCE .

DWYER STATED THAT THE ABOVE ITEMS WERE NOT THE ONLY
ITEMS MENTIONED IN THE JUDGE'S INSTRUCTIONS TO THE
SCCC CLERK; HOWEVER THESE ARE THE ONLY ITEMS HE COULD
RECALL AT THE PRESENT TIME.

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Date:

Transmit the following in

!
|
|
!
|
I
FBI }
: l
|
|
]
(Type in plaintext or code) :

|

|

|

" (Priority)

ME 44-1987
PAGE FOUR

DURING THIS HEARING, ACCORDING TO DWYER, HANES
CONTINUED TO CRITICIZE WHAT HANES REFERRED TO AS THE INHUHANE
TREATMENT OF RAY BY THE SHELBY COUNTY SO, MAINLY THE FACT
THAT THE SHERIFF HAS LIGHTS AND TELEVISION CAMERAS ON
RAY TWENTY FOUR HOURS A DAY, THAT RAY IS SEGREGATED
FROM OTHER PRISONERS, AND AT LEAST TWO GUARDS ARE CONSTANTLY:.
WITH RAY AT ALL TIMES. HANES ALSO ACCUSED THE SHELBY
COUNTY AG'S OFFICE OF INSTRUCTING PROSECUTION WITNESSES
NOT TO CONFER WITH OR DISCUSS DETAILS OF THEIR TESTIMONY
WITH DEFENDANT'S ATTORNEYS.

A COPY OF THE ORDER ISSUED BY JUDGE BATTLE THIS

DATE WILL BE FORWARDED TO BUREAU IMMEDIATELY UPON ITS

AVAILABILITY.

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge
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9/9/68
AIRTEL

T0: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)(P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN <

00 MEMPHIS

Re Memphis teletype to the Bureau 9/6/68 concerning
disposition of three motions made by the attorneys for JAMES
EARL RAY before the Fonorable W. PRESTON BATTLE, Shelby County
Criminal Court Judgé. Memphis, Tenn.

On 9/9/68 ur. Jam BEASLEY, Assistant State Attorney
General, Memphis, Tenn., 8dvised thut the verbal instructions
given to the sw% .itmm General's Office by the Honorable
W. PRESTON BATTLE, Shelby County Criminal Court Judge, Memphis,
on 9/8/68 have not been reduced to writing and will not be
reduced to writing until sometime prior to 9/18/68, which i=
the date the Attorney General’s Office is required to comply
with these instructions.

Mr. BEASLEY stated that his office is reviewing the
results of the investigation in their possession concerning
the killing of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR., in order to
determine what evidence and documents are in possession of
the Attorney General's Office. Upon completion of this review,
the Homorable Judge W. PRESTON BATTIE will be furnished this
information and at that time the Judge will finalixe his order
concerning exactly mt items will be made available to the
defeonme attorneys. ,
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ME 44-1987

¥r. BEASLEY stated that he will immediately make
available to the Memphis FBI Office & copy of any order that
Judge BATTLE signs ﬂwt inmlm the fimal instructions in
connection with a verbel order given on 9/6/68.

Memphis Division will follow this matter on a daily
[

bagis.
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#/11/68

AIRTEL
r0: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM:  SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) -P-
RE: HURKIN

CR

00; ME

On 9/11/68, ¥r. JAMES BEASLEY Amutaat State
Attorpey General, Memphis, Tennessee, advised that he is
currently taking muatm of all Mﬁm in possession
of his office concerning the scheduled trisl of JAMES
EARL RAY in conmection with the murder of Rev. MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR., scheduled for Shelby ﬁounty Criminnl
Court, Memphis on 11/12/68.

Mr. BEASLEY stated that all evidence in possession
of his office will be maintained in & locked safe that
will be retained in his office. He stated that insofar
as following instructions of & fimalized order to be issued
by the Homorable W, PRESTON BATTLE, Shelby County Criminal
Court Judge, in relation to making evidence awvailable
to the attorneys for RAY, a system will be devised by
his office to always maintain miﬂ control of the
svidence, He stated that any evidence with the exception
of Ray's 1966 NMustang that the dwtcm attorneys desired
to review will have to be reviewed in the Attorney General's
Oftice umder strict security precautions, and any re-
productions of same will be made under the same security

- precautions in the Attorney Gemeral's office.

(Sub 0)
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