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By JOHN BENNETT

From The Cornmercial Appeal
Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — Rep. Harold Ford (D-
Tenn.), scheduled to ask the first ques-
tions of Dr. Ralph Abernathy at Monday's
public hearing into the assassination of
Dr. Martin Luther Kopg Jr., said Fri (iay the
FBI will eventually have “a ]f>t of explain-
ing to do" about Kin: C

“I think es the public heering gets un-
derway. the An an public will be fecl
ing the soae way,” Fora said on the eve of
televised House select subconnmnittee hear-
ings. '

The Memphis lavinaker waq briefed Fri-
day by House investigators i1t the for-
mat and ¢s of his fuest of Aber-
nathy, th i N i

Foréd is to spend from 10 to 1S minutes

jonitg Al ’11.-1_1 about events sur-
rounding : agiug up to King's death
on h‘ en I 4, 1925, a1 the Lor-

Abernathy's arms.
y, Ford also holds to the
I*e i }1.:

der of the civi
In an inters
told The Co
e helped “con-
Ear! Ray ovt of Mem-
'S murder.
be showr, if there was a
nathe (Ray) was a part of the
saild in an interview &
NS Un..nl office Friday. "All c""if NCE 10
this point Jeads me to b“‘ ieve Ray pulled
nl‘ "” RGO
Al\‘H .
believe ol
th mk t

xr(,m ‘ It
11’..!'-,' the
lv ~],'(;

Yor

o
g TN g e
«w V"""""‘ﬁ 4
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Neal
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(D-Ohio), chairman of the ful! House a3
sassinations comnmittee, and by Rep Wal-
ter Fauntroy, the delepgate to the House
from the District of Columibia, (1 irman
of the subcommiitice probing King's d
Another subcommittee mvesty
assassination of President John I, Kenne-
dy will hold liearings next month

Ford will beg guestions foliowin
the introduciion of Abernathy of ;.thu‘ta
as the fi

Ford sald bis qu
probe ‘m:x-
to King's
bor::.x“o‘u'i\u,. : restin Kang's
ence in Memphis before his murder.

FBI “attitudes” ebout ihe elain civil
rights leader will also be probed «t the
hearing.

l\v,amt\) know, did King {ear the Fid at

ail times,” Ford said in the privete inter-
view, “Did he receive threateniog phone
calls?”

For example,
never have stope
raine Motel wier:
b' n Iorne}ui .

Ford said it was FEI that ¢
statements \lwl K would be
10 <tay in the Jivermont in Mer

phis, thereby ceusing King to check in at
the Lorraine.
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Ray Repeats Claim
Of FBI Conspiracy

By JOHN BENNETT

From The Commaercial Appeal
Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — James Eerl Ray told
the House Assassinations Committee
Wednesday he did not murder Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. and claimed be was “ma-
neuvered” into prison in 1969 by a conspir-
&cy involving the F3L

But Ray told nothing new about how he
got the rwoney to travel for two months
following King's murder on April 4, 1968,
or to ideantity of the mysiery man —
“Raoul” — around whom Ray and many of
those who accept a conspiracy theory,
build their claims.

Ray's first public testimony in the 10-
year-old cese 2nded abruptly in midefter-
noon when he and bis lawyer, Mark Lane,
complained Kay bad had no sleep or food
in 43 bours. He wiil resume tesiimony this
morning.

Laneclaimed Ray was “beaten” by feder-
al prison officials at Petersburg, Va,
where he had been kept Tuesday night.

Rey wes joined bv Memphis lawyer Dun-
ca fagsdale Wednesday in asking the fed-
eTal court i the District of Columbia 10
investigate the clairms.

Ren._Harojy Ford (D-Tenn.), a member
of the assessinations panel, said ne thinks

‘WJ,OM 8"11 2 e

Ray and Lane were merely stalling for
time to “regroup” from Wedunesday's testi-
mony when they complained Ray was
tired and unable to respond clearly as the
panel began questioning him following
his opening remarks.

Ray began his sworn testimony by say-
ing Lane had just examined three FBI doc-
uments which showed “further evidence
of possible FBI and Memphis volice com-
plicity in the conspiracy to murder Dr.
King."

One document, dated April 13, 1968, to
former FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover from
the Memphis FBI office, identified Marrell
McCollough, a black male and former un-
dercover Menphis police officer, as the
first man to reach Dr. King after he was
shot on the balcony of the Lorraine Motel.

Lane, sitting with Ray at the witness
table, said taat sort of information i3 star-
tling and pew and should be investigated.

Lane said it had previously never been
known an undercover Memphis police of-
ficer could testify where the death shot
came from.

The 196% FBI mmemorandum said McCol-
lough “feels” the shot came from the vicin-
ity of the rear or near the bsarding hiouse
e

(Continued ox Page 3)
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R:{f Repeags To Panel”™
FBI Conspiracy Uaim

(Lontmued from Page 1)
at 422% South Main, and not from ground
level.

Dr. Michael Baden chief medical exam-
iner for New York City, has testified King's
autopsy, combined with other informa
tion, placed the shot in the area of the
rooming house across from the Lorraine
Motel or the grassy area bebind iIt.

“While your expert witness, Dr. Baden,
testified yesterday that all the available
evidence could not fix the origin of the
shot, the FBI more than 10 years ago estab-
lished McCollough as the expert who
could,” Ray told the committee.

He cited ancther FBI memorandum
from the Memphis FBI to Hoover, dated
Aug. 26,1969, as saying McCollough was on
the board of directors of the Invaders, a
black militant group in Mempbis in the
late '60s.
R e

The FBI memo said McCollough was ac-
tually 2 Memphis Police Department pa-
trolman from February, 1968, to March 31,
1969, who by August of 1969 was assigned to
the department’s intelligence unit.

Ray said another FBI document to Hoo-
ver from Memphis on April 10, 1968, speli-
ing McColiough's name ‘“‘Merril
McCloughan,” showed hiin to actually be a
“special agent’ "of the ¥BI who participat-
ed in the March 28, 1968, march led by Dr.
King and Rev. James M. Lawson in support
of striking sanitation workers.

“Therefore, FB! docurnents prove that
the first person to reach Dr. King after he
was shot, the person to establish the point
of origin of the shot and the most militant
of the Invaders was a Memphis undercov-
er police officer,” Ray teld the committee,

“McCollough was one of the Invaders
who, as Reverand Abernathy (Rev. Ralph
Abernathy) testified on Monday, turned
the nonviolent march into a riot,” Ray
said. “Dr. Abernathy was correct in stating
that they were posing as Invaders, but
even he did not know that the most active
of the right-wing radical activists, the man
whoreached Dr. King before he did, was a
police spy.”

(M

In Memphis Henry Lux, who was chief
of police at the time of King’s death, said
once again that McCollough was, in fact, a
city patrolmen who hasd been placed in
uncercover work 1o help police keep tabs

on the racial situation in Memphis at the
time.

He said, however, McCollough wasnot a
meinber of the Invaders, and that the offi-
cer's presence within the Southern Chris-
tian Leadership Conference moveraent
was necessary to help keep a check on
times and locations of marches.

He wus, however, on the balcony at the
time King was shot

He spparently lefs the Memnphis police
force in 1972 13973 Rfforts 1o locate him
Wednezday wers nr:sucwss!uL

Ray said his, testimony Wednesday was
“essentially the same” as he would have
given a trial court in Memphis in 1969" if
that court would have had the fortitude to
order a public trial into the murder . . .
rather than making an inchambers ‘deal’
with the attorney .. ."”

He said the attorney, Percy Foreman of
Houston, had capitulated to the wishes of
commercial publishing companies and
their special relationships with the intelli-
gence communities.

“In essence, I would have told the trial
court and jury that I did nct shoot Martin
Luther King Jr. just as [ am now telling
this committee,” Ray said in the 39-page
text he read to the commitice. “And, if [
would have had a lawyer to representme, |
could have oifered conclusive proof in
support of the denial.”

“I know several large publishing houses
working with the FBI have offered up var-
ied motivatiopal allegaticns — which are
referred to below — to support the govern-
ment'scase against e, but it was notI who
pested Martin Luther King notes sugyest-
ing he kill himself,” Ray said. “Rather, it
was the FBL" "

Ray said that whatever the committee
ultimately finds, he will have peiformed a
valuable service in "vnmasking” the U.S.
judicial system's operation, which he said
is in league with “dominant pubiishing
companies” to railroad innocent defen-
dents in controversial criminal cases into
prison.

Ray supplied no new information on
how he financed travels around the .S,
Mexico, Canada, Great Britain and "“rm
gal in the two months before he was cap-
tured.

Committee Chairman Louis Stokes (“’-
Ohio) told Ray that for the first time Ray
has a chance to “tell the American pcople
your side of the story and what, indeed,
happened.”

Within minutes Ray was telling Stokes
that ih the past ke had lied in some
lar publications about the King investiga-
tion. R

Stokes then reminded Ray that on eight
occasions the panel staff had spint 40
hours taking 1,700 pages of testimony from

Ray at Brushy Mountain Sm\e Pricon in
Petros, Tenn. !
Stokes asked Ray if he would sz7 that

testimony was truthful.

“He made a point nothing I said would
be uncer vath,” Ray replied about s p2
el's staff investigator who took the tesii
mony 2t the prison. “T know Linade «
inadvertent errors testifying befois
hearings.”

Stokes then asked if committes mem-
bers could sssume what Ray said Yodnes
day in his prinied statcment 3s G

“Yes," he replied.
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Much of the cuestic uao dweiled on
Ray's mystery ac L MRoaul” whie

dontreal tavorn
e fragi the Mis

heclaims to have et i
in 1967 following his
souri State [’cnn tiary

It was this myst-rious “Raoul” who was
to)ulp Ray e<Cdpc the US. in exchatige for
Ray’s help in mov contiaband throvgh
US. customs from *lontreal.

He described : wl 10 the cominitice
Wednesday as about 35 to 40 years old, S-
foot-9, with redtinted dark lair, who
spoke with a slivl:t Spanish accent.

Stokes reminded Zay that on oiiner 0cca-
sions he had described the mystery man
differently.

Ray said bis agreement in April of 1943
was to help Raoul smuggie rifles outof the
country.

N e &

He told how he hed bought one of the
rifles in Birmingham, Ala., which he took
to Memphison Aprii 3, 1568, the day before
King was killed.

Q — Did you handle it physicelly?

A —Yes. I hendled it {airly extensively
when be was letting me look at it (the
store owner).

Q — Did Reoul {(hzntle it)?
A—No,..

Ray toid the commitiee he hzd no recoi-
lection of the room he staved in ot the
boarding house across irem the Lorraine
Motel.

Asked if he could have been in the path-
room where the shot was believed 1o have
been fired, he replied, “Thats right, |
could have been.”

lay recounted checking into the bom
ing “' e wnh ‘Rag

ng asked by the
puuluw binoculars and an inivored at-
tachizent to see by night.

Ray said that a?.ox he i
Iy tried 1o purchase tl o
a local sporting goods store, he drove
1966 whitc Mustang to z or and restaurasn
on Main Street.

He said when he Iater returned to the |
bcmdiug home he saw peoplerunaing epd |
a p«\ lice car ai the sceze.

“[ then veered off to the
South Memphis, traveling ¢
appeared to be & predom
comimunity,” he said.

rl xm _1‘“‘”6”‘ } Fi
have the party on th

m douty .m.l if o
Ray said after b

heard ou the cari

shot He said about
i bullarin




Ray said he arriveq jp Toronto, on April
6.1In early May, 1968, with a passport in the
name of Ramon Georse Sneyd, he said he
left Canada for London. He later traveled
to Lisbon and returned to London. Ray was
arrested June 8, 1968, as he attempted to
depart for Brussels

Stokes reminded Ray that he and
“Raoul” bad actually seen each other over
a period of 9 months 1n 3 countries and 10
cities.

“Did you ever wonder why he wouldn't
give you his full name?" Stokes asked Ray.

“I assume he was a crook,” Ray replied.
“I never made no effort to know him too
well.”

“This was a man you were in business
with, though, wasn't it?” he was asked.

“Yeah, but it wasn’t a legitimate busi-
ness.” L SR

Ford said the only part of testimony that
surprised him was that Ray was “tired”
and needed rest before he continues today.

“I think they want to regroup and have
this time for the news media to print his
side of it,” Ford said in the hallway cutside
the committee room. “I think Mr. Lane is
trying to write a book and we're not trying
to write a book.”

Ford said Ray’s testimony Wednesday
had “contradicted” what he had said in the
past.

Asked whether he felt Ray would be able
to shuffle the various contradictions into a
single story, Ford replied:

“That's a good question. I wouldn't try to
answer that”
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

3/21/78

Date of transcription

Mrs. AVIS LEA HUNTER, nee PRUETT, Apartment C-103,
Ravenwood Apartments, 1005 Hickory Hill Lane, Nashville,
phone 839-4495 (unlisted), employed as a hairdresser at
the Castner-Knott Department Store, Donelson Shopping
Center, Nashville, advised as follows:

She married BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, also known as
Bill, on December 31, 1974, at Mountain Home, Arkansas, and
divorced him in June of 1975 at Huntsville, Alabama, after
leaving him in May of 1975, At the time they were married,
WILSON told her that he was 42 years of age, although she
suspects he is older, She only knew him five weeks before
they were married. WILSON worked as a jeweler and had jewelry
stores at both Mountain Home, Arkansas, and Huntsville, Alabama

During their marriage, WILSON would drink alcoholic
beverages frequently and after drinking, would become 'crazy",
rambling, and silly. However, he never became violent nor
vicious and never harmed her. During their marraige, he told
her numerous wild and untrue stories about himself, including
that he was mixed up in the Mafia, He told her these stories
to gain attention and it was impossible for her to give him
as much attention as he required. To her knowledge, he has
never been institutionalized for any mental problems. WILSON
frequently ''rambled from drinking'. She and WILSON moved from
Mountain Home, Arkansas, to Huntsville, Alabama, on about
April 1, 1975.

She left WILSON because of all of his crazy and
wild stories and also because he was getting diamonds at his
jewelry store that he did not appear to be paying for., These
diamonds were brought there by SIMON CLINE of Cline Brothers
Jewelers, Atlanta, Georgia, phone 404-521-1075. After she
left WILSON he told her once that he had been jailed in New
Brownsville, Texas, later in 1975 and this charge supposedly
had something to do with diamonds. She does not know,
however, whether or not WILSON was actually in jail there.
She has had very little personal contact with WILSON since
their divorce. She does not know if he has ever been actually
in prison. She also left WILSON because he was always acting
crazy and was not stable.

3/19/73 Nashville, Tennessee Memphis 44-1937-7%3

Investigation on at File #

SA ALLEN H, QUIMBY:sle 3/21/73

Date dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor conciusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency,;
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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Since their divorce, WILSON has called her fre-
quently, approximately once a week, nthis past Thursday
night, August 17, 1978, WILSON phoned at about 10:00 to 10:30 pm
Nashville time, and her fourteen year old son
answered the phone, She told that if the caller was
WILSON to tell WILSON that she was not there because she
did not want to talk to him, However, she listened in on
an extension as WILSON was talking to WILSON was
very drunk and told - that would soon see him on
television as he had killed MARTIN LUTHER KING, WILSON
referred to KING over the phone as a ""black bastard". WILSON
further told - that the FBI would be coming soon to
pick him up and then he hung up. This was the first time
that WILSON ever mentioned MARTIN LUTHER KING during the
time she has known him, He also has never mentioned JAMES
EARL RAY to her. She does not know any associate of WILSON's
by the name of MITCH, and does not know any of his associates.

She has no idea where WILSON was in April of 1968, as she
did not know him until very late 1974. WIL®ON has a son
named MARK, age about 20, who lives somewhepre in Texas. In
addition he has some member of his family, possibly a sister,
who in the past has lived at Memphis, Tennessee,

Mrs. HUNTER advised that WILSON's story about
killing MARTIN LUTHER KING is not true and is just another
one of his wild stories that he is telling to get attention,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176





