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FD-268 (Rev. 7-15-75)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVES

REPORTING OFFICE IOFF!CE OF ORIGIN INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

HOUSTON MEMPHIS 9/9/78 8/19-22/78
TITLE OF CASE REPORT MADE BY ]TYPED BY

MURKIN SA RUSSELL E. KALIHER,JR. 1hh
CHARACTER OF CASE

REFERENCES :

Jackson
Houston
Houston
Memphis
Houston

teletype
teletype
teletype
teletype
teletype

to
to
to
to
to

Bureau,
Bureau,
Bureau,
Bureau,
Bureau,

8/19/78.
8/19/78.
8/21/78.
8/21/78.
8/22/78.

Bureau teletype to Birmingham, 8/22/78.
- RUC -
ADMINISTRATIVE:

Original FD 302 and notes of interview with BOB
SORRELL follow by FD u491.
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PRETRIAL
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% NONE

RECOVERIES

ACQUIT-
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4 - Bureau (44-38861)
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Houston (44-1509)
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I 1204 (Rev. 3-3-59) .

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Copy to: 1 - United States Attorney, Memphis, Tennessee

Report of: SA RUSSELL E. KALIHER, JR. Office: HOUSTON
Date: September 9, 1978

Field Office File f: 44-1509 Bureau File #: 414 -38861

Title: MURKIN

Character:

Synopsis: Investigation at Liberty County, Texas, negative
regarding any information concerning a non child support warrant
issued at Cleveland, Texas. BOB SORRELL, former employee,
Hagler Aero Service, Charles W. Baker Airport, Millington,
Tennessee, interviewed and recalled that BILL WILSON flew
into the airport on two occasions, perhaps in 1968 or 1969.

Full scope of interview included in details.

- RUC -

DETAILS:

Investigation in this case was predicated upon
receipt of a communication from the Jackson Office of the
FBI requesting investigation at Cleveland, Texas, for full
details concerning a non child support warrant issued against
BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., also known as RILL.

On August 19, 1978, LARRY ALLEN, Patrolman, Cleveland
Texas Police Department, reviewed the files of the Cleveland
Police Department, but could locate no record identifiable
with BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., Date of Birth
ALLEN advised that if a non child support warrant were issued
in Cleveland, it was probably filed through the Cleveland City
Court and warrant issued by Judge GLEN JONES, City Judge.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to

, e ; o o > distributed outside your agency,
your agency; it and its contents are not to be dis Y Fal/DoJ
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HO 4u4-1509

The records of the City Court are not available for review until
§ A.M. on August 21, 1978, and Judge GLEN JOWES 1is currently
unavailable.

On August 21, 1978, the following persons at their
respective agencies were contacted with negative results
concerning the issuance of a non child support warrant or any
type of civil or criminal process concerning a BURGESS AUDIE
WILSON, JR.:

GLEN JONES
City Judge
Cleveland, Texas

LOUISE HOUGH
Secretary

JACK HARTELL
County Attorney
Liberty County

Liberty., Texas

LOUISE MORRIS

Clerk

Liberty County District Court
Liberty County,

Liberty, Texas

NELL WHITTINGTON

Identification Division

Liberty County Sheriff's Office
Liberty County

Liberty, Texas

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



HO 44~1509

The records of the City Court are not available for review until
g AL on August 21, 1978, and Judge GLIN JOHES is currently
unavailable.

Cn August 21, 1978, the following persons at th
respective agencies were contacted with negative results
concerning the issuance of a non child support warrant or any
tyne of civil or criminel process concerning a BURGESS AUDIT
YILSON, JR.:

GLEN JONES
City Juuge

-

Cleveland., Wexas

LUIRE HOUGH
ecretary

JACK HARTULL
County Attorney
Liberty County
Ulbertyq Texas

L.
~
)

.

L¢beruy County District
Liberty (ountjg

TS -, =
Libevrty. Temxas

NELL ;
Identiflcatlon
Liberty County
Liberty County
Liberty., Tex
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FD-302 (Rev. 11-27-70)

FEDEF\Q_ BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dote of tronscription 89/9/78

BOB SORRELL, Route 1, Box 260, (Beaumont Colony),
Kountze, Texas, was contacted at his residence where he was
advised of the identity of Special Agent RUSSELL E. KALIHER,JR.
who identified himself as a Special Agent of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation. He was advised that any information
he furnished could possibly be used in a court of law. SORRELL
was observed to be a white male, age 46, who exhibited no
phy51cal or mental impairments which would prevent his testlfylng
in a court of law. SORRELL advised he preferred not to furnish
a signed statement but did furnish the following oral information:

SORRELL became personally acquainted with BILL WILSON,
through his, SORRELL's attendance at the Hollywood Baptist
Church in Memphis, Tennessee, which was pastored by Brother
WILSON, father of BILL WILSON. SORRELL had no other association
with BILL WILSON except through contact at church. SORRELL
attended that church as a youngster and continued until
approximately 1858, when his family moved from the neighborhood
and his attendance stopped.

He, SORRELL, had no other contact with BILL WILSON
until after 1967 when SORRELL became employed at Hagler Aero
Service, Charles W. Baker Airport, Millington, Tennessee,
telephone number 872-2261. SORRELL was employed part-time
at Hagler until October or November, 1867 when he became a
full-time employee functioning as a lineman.

SORRELL recalled thet sometime after becomolng a
full-time employee thet BILL WILSON flew into the airpert,
exzct date unrecalled, in a twin Beechcraft (D-18) believed
to be red and white in color with possibly & blue stripe.
SORRELL recalled that he, SORRELL, refueled this airplane, but
he cannot recall the time of day Lnat WILSON arrived at the
zirport. As best recazlled by SORRELL, WILSON was wearing
civilian clothing and paid cash for the fuel purchase. SORRELL
and WILSON had little conversation other than & routine greeting.
As best recalled by SORRELL, WILSON stayed overnight and left
the following day, time unknown. SORRELL does not know how
WILSON was transported from and to the airport.

/

Interviewed on RI22/78 et - Xonntze . Texas File # _HO LL4_1509 -

SA RUSSELL E. KALIHER, JR./1hh 8/24/78
by Dote dictoted
3

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FB] and is loaned to
vour agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. :
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FD- 263 (Rey. 7-15-75) . .
" FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

KANSAS CITY MEMPHIS 9/13/78 8/21/78 - 9/7/78
TITLE OF CASE REPORT MADE BY TYPED BY

MURKIN SA DANIEL BELLICH cjc
CHARACTER OF CASE

CIVIL RIGHTS

REFERENCES: Memphis teletype to Director and Kansas City, 8/21/78.
Memphis telephone call to Kansas City, 8/21/78. (IO)
Jackson teletype to Director, Kansas City, and
Memphis, 8/22/78.
Kansas City teletype to Director and Memphis, 8/24/78.
Kansas City teletype to Director and Memphis, 8/24/78.
Bureau telephone call to Kansas City, 8/30/78 and 8/31/78.

-RUC-

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED £ NONE ACQUIT

convic. | BREIYSRIFus. FINES J SAVINGS REcoveERriEs | TALS

"{CASE HAS BEEN:

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR E YES NO
PENDING PROSECUTION
OVER SIX MCNTHS Rives [ INno

SPECIAL AGENT

APPROVED IN CHARGE DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

COPIES MADE:

4-Bureau (44-38861)
(4-Memphis (44-1987) (SUB M)
(1-USA, Memphis, Tennessee)
1-Kansas City (44-760)

LS89 Lk

Dissemination Record of Attached Report Notations SM},’W R
INDEXED

Agency SERMUZan&-<“;'LED
Request Recd.
Date Fwd.

Stf‘j o] 'ly}c_-;

Q’;V' MEMFHIS
2 |

A* g 43— 16—82469-1

COVER PAGE

How Fwd.
By
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¥D-204 (Rev. 3-3-59) ‘ .

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 - USA, Memphis, Tennessee

Report of SA DANIEL BELLICH Office KANSAS CITY
Date: 9/13/78

Field Office File 2. KC 44=760 Bureou File 2. 44 =38861

Title: MURKIN

Charocter: CIVIL RIGHTS

Synopsis: On August 18, 1978, BURGESS AUDIE WILSO! turned himself
over to FBI Agents of the Jackson, Mississippi, Office.
WILSO!N alleged that he murdered MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
At the time of KING's death, WILSON resided at 13125
Herrick Avenue, Grandview, Missouri. During the same
period of time, WILSON ownec a Jjewelry store in Belton,
Missouri, called Wilburs Jewelry Store. As a result
of doing business as a jeweler, he met MITCH ZAMMAR
who he alleges gave him a Japanese Sniper Rifle with
which he killed KING., ZAMMAR admitted knowing who WILSON
was, however, he said he does not know anything about
WILSON's involvement with the assassination of KING.
ZAMMAR only met WILSON once as a result of selling WILSON
a diamond ring. ZAMMAR said that he had five brothers
who are now all deceased. He said that his brother, JIM,
had a scar on his face as a result of an injury sustained
as a infant. WILSON also alleges that a LOU CREWS of
Crews Jewelry Store, Grandview, Missouri, engineered the
assassination of KING. CREWS died of cancer on August 22,
1978, before he could be interviewed. According to FAA
records, WILSON purchased a Bonanza Airplane #4434L from
FISHER Sales and Services on June 6, 1968. DO FISHER,
of Fisher Sales and Services, purchased this plane on
May 27, 1968, from a CORNIE C, MILLER, 9618 Sagamore,
Kansas City, Missouri. WILSON alleges he used this plane
to fly from Kansas City to Memphis. FISHER said that
prior to the time that WILSON purchased the plane from
him, WILSOKN rented the plane from him on numerous
occasions, FISHER said that MILLER, the previous owner,
never rented the plane to anyone while he was the owner.

This document containa neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency: it and its contents
are not to be distributed outside your agency.

U.S.GP0:1975-0-575-841
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KC 44-760

MILLER indicated he never rented
to anyone while he was the owner of EBoozn
#4434L, WILSON also allegess that he 4
airport in a Thunderbir? owned bv hirm,
records of the Johnson County Banl,

the cazr was not purchased until October
WILSO' has beer described as a con ma~n
drinker,

™
Fal
P

-RUC-

DETAILS:

Investizgatior was initiated on August 21, 1
a

b
receipt of an immediate teletype from Memphis, indic s
BURGESS AUDIEZ WILSO. surrendered to FBI Agents of the Jackson
Office., WILSON, at that time,

MARTI? LUTHEZ® KIUG, JR.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 8/2& /78

After being advised of ithe luentity of the
interviewing Agent, DON FISHER, Fisher ZSales and Services,
State Line Airport, Leawood, Kansas, telephone 681-2496,
provided the following information:

FISHER purchased State Line Airport in 1964.
He remembered the sale of a Model G #56 Bonanza to WILSON.
He said he does not remember the exact date, however. He
said he remembers the sale of the plane to WILSON because
FISHER originally purchased the plane from C. C. MILLER,
a retired executive for Western Auto Supply Co. FISHER
indicated that MILLER based the plane at State Line Airport
from the time MILLER purchased the plane until FISHER bought
it from him. FISHER indicated that all the records
pertaining to the sale of the aircraft to WILSON were
destroyed in a fire at the airport last year,.

FISHER thinks that WILSON financed the plane
with the Johnson County Bank in Kansas and thinks that
WILSON had a partner named LOU CREWS, who owns Crews Jewelers,
Grandview, Missouri.

FISHER indicated that he thinks WILSON was =z
Shriner and also that WILSON drank a lot. FISHER said he
thinks WILSON was a jeweler in Grandview, Missouri. He
could not recall whether he owned the jewelry store or if
he worked for another company.

FISHER indicated that the airport keeps no records
of landings or takeoffs,

FISHER said that if he cannot be contacted at State
Line Airport, he will be at the Lake of the Ozarks, telephone
314/873-5166.

investigation on R/21/78 at Eans_as ci;_y“ Hbouri File # KC 44-760

SA DANIEL BELLICH - ikc 8/23/78

Oate dictatea

3

Thi i ;
s document containg neither recommendations nor conciusions of the FBI. it is the property of the FB1 and is {0ared to your agency :

ft ang its contents are not to be Gistributed outside your agency.
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PEPOERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 Date of transcription R/2&4/78

EDWARD BUSH, person in charge of air: izne loans,
Johnson County Bank, Kansas, telephone 362-700(, after being
advised of the identity of interviewing Agent, provided the
following information:

BUSH said he searched his files regarding the
financing of a Bonanza plane purchased from a DON FISHER,
BUSH indicated that a BURGESZ AUDIE WILSON did finance a
plane purchased from FISHER in 1968, He indicatec that his
records show that a Credit Bureau check was made on June 5,
1668, He also indicated that the dill of sale was dated
June 6, 1968,

BUSH said that WILSON 's applicant for the loan
listed his residence as 13125 Herrick, Grandview, Missouri,
It listed his employment as owner of Wilbur Wholesale Jewelry,
telephone 331-2500., BUSH indicated that there was no date
on the application..

BUSH indicated that WILSON signed a security
agreement on June 6, 196E€, along with LOU CREWS. He said
on June 6, 1968, the plane was registered listing both TEEWS
and WILSON as partners., The address of the registration of
the plane was 553 North Scott, Bel ton, Missouri.

BUSH said that CREWS' application showed his
residence as Hickman M1lls Drive, 0l1d 71 Highway. His
employment was listed as CHpper Manufacturing. BUSH also
indicated that there was no date on the application, nor
was there an address or telephone number for Clipper Manufacturing,

BUSH indicated that there is a letter in the file
da ted November 22, 196€, stating that WILSON and CREWS
transferred all rights in the Bonanza #4434L back to DON FISHER,

BUSH indicated that WILSON, on October 9, 1968,
purchased a 1968 Thunderbird from Paul Ford Sales, Inc., Kansas
City, Missouui, VIN 8Y83N138079. BUSH indicated that the date
of loan was October 8, 1968, He indicated that the bank
repossessed the car and disposed of it on July 10, 1970.

investigation on 3/21/78 at—-Kansas_ﬂLL)L,_Hiamni__ File # KC 44-760

ikc Date dictated 8/21178
4

This document contains neither recommendaations ner cenciusions of the FBI. 1t is the property of the FBI
It and its contents are not to Be distributed eutside your agency.

and is loaned to your agency;
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. FD-302 (REV. 3-8-77) i .I

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

8/24/78

Date of transcriptior |

After being advised of the identity of ' ::zrviewing
Agent, ELLA BANKER, clerk, Grandview, Missouri, ¢ :..a
Department, telephone 763-3900, provided the folloing
information:

BANKEFE said she has no record of any violations
under the name of BURGESS AUDIE WILSON. She also indicated
that she is not aware of where WILSON was employed.

investigation on

8/21/78 ‘ Kansas City, Missouri KC 44-760

a Fite #

SA DANIEL BELLICH - ikc 8/22/178

Date dictatec

5

This document contains nerther recommendations nor conciusions of the FBI. It 15 the property of the FB! and is loaned to your agency;,
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency
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FD-302 (REV. 3-8-77) J

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

l Date of transcrintion__S /24 /T8

After being advised of the identii: o«
interviewing Agent, MURNE ELLIS, Court Clerk. Trandview,
Missouri, telephone 763-3900, provided the fu...wing
information:

ELLIS indicated that on August 9, 196G, WILSON
received a ticket for not displaying a city sticker. WILSON
palid the fine on August 26, 1969, ELLIS said that WILSON
has no other violations, crimimrl, traffic or miscellaneous.
ELLIS also indicated that she does not have any information
regarding WILSON's place of employment.

investigation on —8/21 /78 »_Kansas City, Missouri Fue«_KC 44-T60

by—-—_S.L_D.LHTRL BELLICH - 1kc Date dictateo 3122/78

This document contains neithar recommendations nor conciusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FB! and is loaned (o Your agency;
it and its contents are not to be distributed autside your agency. 7
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. FD-303(REV. 3-8-77) ‘ .

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

8/7/78

Date of transcription

After being advised of the identity of the interviewing
Agent, VINCE HARRISON, Manager, Champer of Commerce, Grandview,
Missouri, telephone 761-6505, telephonically provided the
following information:

HARRISON indicated that they had two people that
can be contacted who knew BURGESS AUDIE WILSON. The first
being JOHN CAMPBELL, Chief of Police, Grandview Police De-
partment, Grandview, Missouri, telephone 763-3900. The
second person is SAM LICKTEIG, telephone 765-1991. HARRISON
said that LICKGEIG was on the City Counsel when WILSON ran
for Mayor of Grandview in 19689.

8/23/78 Kansas City, Missouri KC 44-760

Investigation on at

SA DANIEL BELLICH - dk 8/30/78

Date dictated

7

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 1t is the property of the FBI

and is ioaned to your agency;
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FD-302 (REV. 3-8-77) Q

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

S/7/78

Date of transcription

After being advised of the identity of the interviewing
Agent, SAM LICKTEIG, telephone 765-1891, provided the following
information.

LICKTEIG indicated that he was on the City Council
when WILSON was a candidate for Mayor in 1969. He said that
ARNOLD HOLTON ran against WILSON and HOLTON won the election
by a landslide.

LICKTEIG feels that WILSON was very strange. He
said that WILSON kept a consignment of diamonds in his house,
and that he was burglarized on what seeemed to be a regular
basis. LICKTEIG stated he does not know how he stayed in
business with all his burglaries. He also said that WILSON
appeared to be having family problems.

LICKTEIG said that WILSON lost the Mayor election by
a large volume and does not know if anyone backed him up. BHe
does not know if LOU CREWS was involved with the election.
LICKTEIG said that one of WILSON's campaign stands was as
follows:

"To oppose school district consolidation, consolidation
would mean our children could and would be transported to
other schools 10 to 15 miles away, and other children from
Kansas City transported to our schools.”

‘ LICKTEIG said that WILSON attended University of
Tennessee. He also said that WILSON was a member of the
Kansas City Masonic Lodge.

tnvestigation on 8/23/78 ' Kansas City, Missouri RC 44-760

File &

SA DANIFEL BELLICH -
i dk Date dictated 8/30/78

8

This document contains neither recommendations nor conciusions of the FBi. It is the property of the FB! and 15 ioaned to yoQur agency

it and ité contents are not to be distributed outside YOur agency.
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" FD-302 (REV. 3-8:77) ‘ .

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

9/7/78

Date of transcriptior _

After being advised of the identity of t:e interviewing
Agent, JOHKR CAMPBELL, Chief of Police, Grandview, Missouri,
Police Department, provided the following information:

CAMPBELL said he is aware that BURGESS AUDIE WILSON
owned a jewelry store, but cannot remember the name or location.
CAMPBELL said that before WILSON left Grandview, he does not
remember the date, that WILSON got very paranoid about something.
WILSON hired off duty policeman to guard inventory of WILSON's
jewelry store. Subsequently WILSON auctioned off all his
inventory. The auctioneer was a TOMMY COMPTON, telephone
761-2277.

CAMPEELL heard that before WILSON came to Grandview
he was in some type of business with LOU CREWS of Crews Jewelry
Store, but does not remember the name of the business. When
WILSON came to Grandview, he split with CREWS and leased a
counter from Katz Drug Store, Truman Corners Shopping Center,
Grandview, Missouri. When WILSON split CREWS was real mad
because he, CREWS, got cheated out of several thousand dollars,
and made the comment "If I get a chance I'm going to bump the
son-of-a-bitch off." Subsequently WILSON moved from KATZ and
opened a new store, location and name unknown. CAMPBELL indicated
that on January 6, 1969, WILSON filed for candidate for Mayor of
Grandview, Missouri. He said WILSON was defeated by a large margin
in April 1969.

CAMPBELL was asked if WILSON was capable of killing
someone, and he replied that WILSON was very capable because of
his type of character. CAMPLBELL said that LOU CREWS died on
August 22, 1978 of cancer and that a SAM KAPPERA (phonetic),
officer, Grandview Police Department, a real close friend of
CREWS's might be able to provide more information on the relationship
between CREWS and WILSON.

CAMPBELL said that WILSON was a con man and also that
he was a heavy drinker.

8/24/78 Kansas City, Misosuri KC 44-760

tnvestigation on al

SA DANIEL BELLICH - dk 8/30/78

Date dictatea

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclustons of the FBI. [t is the property gt the F 81 ana ts loaned 10 your agency.

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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. FD-302 (REV. 11-27-70) i'\‘ )

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 9/7/78

After being advised of tiv identity of the
interviewing Agent, BOB HADEL of Ha e. Jewelers,
12th and Walrnut Building, Kansas City, Missouri,
telephone number 421-9606, provided the following
irnformation:

HADEL indicated that he has never heard
of a BURGESS AUDIF WILSON., He also indicated that
he has not heard of Wilburs Jewelry Store.

HADEL was asked if he had heard of a person
named MITCH (LNU) who was associated with the jewelry
store on Walnut Street in Kansas City, Missouri, and
also had some association with ‘a bonding company.
HADEL indicated that the only MITCH that he is aware
of that had any association with the jewelry store
and the bonding company was MITCH ZAMMAR, He indicated
that ZAMMAR had married a DORIS AUSTIN of Doris Bonding
Company, telephone number 621-585%5, HADEL indicated
that ZAMMAR, in the past, use to hang out at Fechter
Jeweler, 12th and Walnut, Kansas City, Missouri.

He said that a few years back BOB SCERED purchased
the jewelry store from THURMAN FECHTER.

Interviewed on8J25/78 ot KansaS Ci ty, MO. File & KC 41‘-760

by SA DANIEL BELLICH (of1) Dote dicrored.__ 971778

10

This document contains neither recommendotions nor conciusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is looned tc your agency;

it ond ifs contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency.
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" "REDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

8/31/78

. ' fregngcription
-]_,. Dote of tronscrip

After being advised of the identity of the
Interviewing Agent, MITCH ZAMMAR, Doris Bonding Company,
731 Ann Street, Kansas City, Kansas, telephone 621-5858,
provided the following information,

ZAMMAR indicated that he is familiar with the
name of BURGESS AUDIE WILSON. He said that THURMAN
FECHTER, now deceased, former owner of Fechter Jewelers,
introduced him to WILSON at Fechter Jewelry Store,

ZAMMAR said that he purchased a ring from
FECHTER and subsequently sold it to WILSON for approximately
$300 to $400. ZAMMAR said that this i{s the only dealing he
had with WILSON, He said he visited WILSON at Wilsons
Jewelry Store twice in order to pick up the payment for
the ring that WILSON purchased from him.

ZAMMAR described WILSON as being & likable
guy, however, he said WILSON was very nervous.

FECHTER subsequently sold his jewelry store
to a JOHN SEREDICH, father of ROBERT JOSEPH SEREDICH.

ZAMMAR indicated that he never gave or sold
WILSON a Japanese sniper rifle or any other weapon.
ZAMMAR also indicated that he has never owned a Japanese
sniper rifle.

Interviewed on 8/28/78 at KQRSES CitY| K_ag_iaﬂ File # KC ‘4-750

SA DANIEL BELLICH - cjc bore diines B/28/78

by

11
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

9/7/78

-1- - Dute of trangcription

After being advised of the identity of the
interv: :wing Agent, MITCH ZAMMAR of Doris Bonding
Company, Kansas City, Kansas, furnished the following
information:

ZAMMAR was asked if any of his brothers had
any scars on their face. ZAMMAR indicated that his
brother JAMES did have a scar on his face. He said
he had a scar on his right cheek as a result of a
fall out of a baby buggy when he was an infant.

ZAMMAR was asked the names of his brothersas
well asithe years that his brothers died in. ! ZAMMAR
replied that he feels the year that his brothers
died in is irrelevant and something that he did not
have to answer. ZAMMAR did, however, furnish the
names of his brothers. He named the following as
being his brothers in the order from the oldest to
the youngest:

FERRIS, FRED, MITCHELL, JOE, CHARLIE, and
JAMES.

Interviewed on 8/31/78 Kansas Citl, MO. File # KC 44-760

by —SA DANIEL BELLICH (ij) Date dictoted 9/1/78

.Jhis document contains neither retommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 1 is the property of the £B! and is looned fo your ogency;
it ond its comtents are no! to be distributed outside your agency.
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8/31/78

‘1_. . Dote of franscription

After i.2ing advised of the identity of the
Interviewing &g+ ., ROBERT JOSEPH SEREDICH, Fechter
Jewelers, 12tk wud Walnut, Kansas City, Missouri,
provided the folliowing information,

SEREDICHE indicated that he has never heard of
a BURGESS AUDIE W.i.SON. He alsoc stated that he has
never heard of a Wilbur Jewelers or a LOU CREWS.

SEREDICH indicated that he has known the
majority of the jewelers in the Greater Kansas City
area in the past 10 years, however, he has never heard
of WILSON.

SEREDICH indicated that he purchased Fechter
Jewelers a few years ago.

interviewed on___ 8/28/T8 «_ Kansas City, Missouri Fie «_KC 44=T760

SA DANIEL BELLICH - CJC Date dictated 8/28/]8
13
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dote of transcription 9/7/78

After be: w~dvised of the identity of the
interviewlingc Agen’ . 1 FISHER, Fisher Sales and Services,
State Line Airport., .cswoocd, Kansas, telephone number
681-2495, providecd ine following information:

FISHER was asked if BURGESS AUDIE WILSON would
&eve had access to the Bonanza Airplane that WILSON
purchased from him prior to the time of the actual
purchase which was June 6, 1968. FISHE? replied that
yes he would have had access to that particular plane
because he rented it on several occasions prior to the
purchase, FISHE®? said that WILSON rented other plans
that he hac¢ for rent such as Cessna 150s, 172s, and
Skyline. FISHEF said WILSON did &2 lot of renting
because WILSON was on the GI program and under this
prozrar they paid ninety percentof WILSON's training.
FISHER thinks that WILSON was traning for his commercial
license, 2

FISHER was asked if WILSON could have had
access to the plane while the original owner C.C, MILLER
owned the plane, FISHER said that MILLER never rented
the plane out. The first time the plane was ever rented
out was when he purchased the plane from MILLER., WILSOX
said that WILSON and others used the Bonanza because
it was a faster plane than any of the others single engine
type planes he had for rent.

FISHER said in order for him to get paid
for WILSON's rentals, he would prepare a repcrt for
the Veterans Administmtion stating the number of days
and hours WILSON used an aircraft., WILSON sirred
a slip which was an authorization slip and that

interviewed on 8/31/7& Kansas City 'y Mo. File # KC 1‘4-760

by S_A DANIEL BELLICH iofj) Date dictated 9/1/78
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FISHER was asked i he recalled the type

of car that WILSON drove back and forth to the airport,
FISHZR said that he did not remember £he type of car,
however, when he was asked if it was 2 Thunderbird,
he said yes that was the tyvpe of car he was driving,
FISHZ- was then asked i1f he was Zriving a Thunderbird
te the airport prior to the time that WILSOYW purchased

ThunZerbird from Paul Ford Sales on October 9,

FISIIER said he thinlts that WILSO'! drove a

ird to the airport before the ti~s he purchasecd

ne which was June 6, 1963, FISHER said th t

EWS also hacd a Thunderbird and that mavbe
WILSO! was using CREWS's Thunderbird.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

3

. Date ¢f !ronscrlp?wnML’Z_?‘

After being advised of the identity of the ints:
viewing Agent, CORNIE MILLER, 9618 Sagamore, lLeawcod, Kanc
provided the following informatiom:

MILLER indicated that he never rented or leased
the plane to anyone while he owned the Bonanzaz plane. MILLER
said he didn't even allow anyone to fly the plane. MILLER
also said that he was sure that nobody flew it without his
knowing about it because of a recording tachometer off of
which he logged his flight hours. MILLER said that if somebody
did fly it, he would have know about it because the distance
fromKdnsas City to Memphis and back is far enough that he would
have noticed a discrepancy in his log book when he recorded
the flight bhours off the tachometer.

MILLER said that when he sold the plane, DON FISCHER,
Fischer's Bales and Services, acted as a selling Agent for him.
MILLER said that the man that was buying the plane through
FISCHER owned 2 Jjewelry store; however, he could not remember
the name of the person who owned the store.

interviewed on 9/?‘/73 ot Kansas ‘:jty Misgouri File® _" " KC “_'Zs()

by— SA DANIEL BELLICH (jmm) Dote sictoted_____Q /8 /T8
16
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The following investigation was conducted by
SA DANIEL BELLICH at Kansas City, Missouri, on August 21,
1978:

Richards-Gebaur Air Force Base was contacted
and they indicated that all records of former reservists
or Civil Service employees are maintained at the Military
Records Center, St. Louis , Missouri, telephone 314/268-7243,

In indices, computer criminal history and local
checks on the name of BURGESS AUDIE WILSON proved negative.

A review of the 1969 Cole's Directory, Kansas
City, disclosed that WILSON was the subscriber to telephone
number SO 1-6526 at 13125 Herrick, Grandview, Missouri.

Review of current directories and inquiries of
information for Belton, Missouri; Grandview, Missouri;

Raymore, Missouri; and Peculiar, Missouri, for WILBUR
JEWELERS proved hegative., All possible spellings for
WILBUK JEWELERS wase searched.

The following investigation was conducted by
SA TONY E., TRIPLETT at Kansas City, Missourl, on August 21,
1978:

The Southwestern Bell Telephone Company was
contacted regarding any information relating to BURGESS
WILSON. SA TRIPLETT indicated that the Telephone Company
has destroyed all records for that period.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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The following investigation was conducted by
SA DANIEL BELLICH at Kansas City, Missouri, on August 22,
1g78&:

The following places were contacted and asked
if they had available a criss-cross directory for the years
136 or 1965 to help determine the employer of BURGESS AUDIE
WILSON during 1968:

Both Grandview, Missouri, libraries were contacted
at 763=-0550 and 252-0950;

Grandview City Hall, 763-3900;

R and L Pol:( Publishers, Kansas City, Missouri,
telephone 756-0425.

All the above indicated they did not have any
criss=-cross directories or any other information relating
to the employment of WILSON,

The Grandview Chamber of Commerce, 761-6505,
indicated they might be able to provide some information
relating to the employment of WILSON, however, said they
would recontact the FBI after making their research.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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The following investigation was conducted by SA
DANIEL BELLICE at Kansas City, Missouri, on August 24, 1978:

A credit check was made at the Credit Bureau of
Greater Kansas City, 906 Grand, Kansas City, Missouri, and
they indicated they had no record of any credit for BURGESS
AUDIE WILSON.

Credit Bureau indicated that if there are no trans-
actions for the past three or four years, all records of a
particular person are destroyed.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Tis DRP A RTMENT GF JU CE
DUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1-USA, Memphis, Tennessee

Report of: , " PERRY F. COLE Office: Dallas, Texas
Date: 9/8/78

Field Officz File #: 44 -2649 Bureou File #: 44-38861

Title: MURKIN

Character: . CIVIL RIGHTS

Synopsis: BETTY LOU WADE, ex-wife of BURGESS AUDIE WILSON,
states WILSON positively at Grandview, Missouri, at time of
KING's murder. WILSON's two sons, STEPHEN and MARK WILSON,
confirm WILSON with then at Crandview, Missouri, at time
of KING's death. All describe BURGEESS AUDIE WILSON as a
liar and conman whe has sericus mental problems. None
have ever heard him make allegation that he killed MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR. STEPEEN WILSON confirms his father gave
a Japanese rifle which he pewned in San Antonio.

- RUC -
DETAILS:

This investigation was predicated upon a teletype
from Memphis requesting interview of BETTY LOU WADE, ex-wife
of BURGESS AUDIE WILSON.

This document contuing neither recommendations nor conclusions of the F1B31. 1 1s the property of the F3I and is loaned to your agency: 1t #1d 1ts contents
Bie not to be dintnbuted outside your agency.

Y2 U.S.GPO:1975-0-575-541
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o <
Date of transcription 9/‘-/7’

BETTY 1.OU WADRE, 233 Smith Street, Burleson,
Texas, telepuone number ol? 295-2200, furnished the
following information:

She is the ex-wife of BURGESS AUDIE WILSON.
She has been divorced from VILSON for approximately
five years. She was marricd to VILIOT on April 4,
1283, At that time, they ware residing at an unrocalled
uumrcsq on Herrick Street in Grandview, ilissouri, and
VILSON had a jewelry business at the Hatz Drugstore in
Grandvicew, Missouri. She said the business, known as
Vilbur's Jewelers, was subsoeguently noved to Delton,
Misscouri, where it was located in a2 small shopping
center.

WADE said she could positively state that
WILSON was in Grapdview, Missouri at the time Dr. MARTIN
LUTHER XKING, JR. was shot.

WADE advised that WILSON has had serious mental
problems for vears, but he declines to scek treatment.
She said WILSCH hos made threatening and harassing
telephore calls On nimerous occas ions cover the
past Tive veors, a or s03 DTVILSGCN, bhad his father
arresten at Ze“u O Veanlrs déo as a result

;
e
of one ol theses call: % te non~child support.
WADL deccribed hoe —huuuw_d a liar and con-artist
with serious ne n 1 Problc”‘ She said he cannot
‘differentiate between the truth and fantasy, and that
he lives in a dream world nest of the time. She felt
he needs medical attention.

WADE said the following relatives of WILSON
could substantiate her evaluation:

Sister LINDA MC GAHE
2002 Tiast Eighth Avenue Horth,
Columbus, Mississippi
telephone number 327-1141;

&

Interviewed on

8/12/78 Burleson, Texas fe s Dallas 44-2040

Memphis 44-1987

SA PERRY F. COLE/jech Dote dictotod 8/24/73

Posad s lentanty ure o' to LGt
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.Sister CHRISTINE GUNTHORP,
Route 1, Box 36,
FTuiton, !issis=sippi;
Brother ALLISON WILSON,
Reform, Alqb%mw;
Son STRPLED WAYHL WILSOXN,
3117 Livingston,
Fort Vorth, Texas;
telephone number 817/923-
MARK ANTIIONY WILSON,
514 Southeast CGardens,
Apartment 132,
Burleson, Texas,
telephone number 817/225-28%54;
Daughter DEBORAL ANN JONES,
26286 Mewpburg Road,
Trailer space 10G,
Belvoiere, Il“inoiu,
telephone number 543-973

VADE said her OV~h sband has never owned or
had access to a white lustan~ vehicle and her daughter,
DEBORAII ANY, never dro a vehicle from Kansas City,
tlissouri, to Memphis,

VADE advised that BURCGESS AUDIL VILSOXR
known to carrv 2 .22 pistol in the past, and she
consider him danrc ous.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Uate of transcripnon
9/ / (3

BETTY LOU VADE, 203 Smith Street, Burleson,
exas, was telephonically rccontacted and furnished
the following:

She advis > her vigit tc Memphis to
gsee VERDNON HOOTLI at the Dantist Hospital was several
vecks alfter the AT f“:‘ﬂ KING murder. She felt
that her douncbhter w boswibily confused about the time,
because there vas still ‘;? of puvlicity on the television

and in the newspapers ) ‘ning the investigation.

VADE confirmed that she was in contact with
WILSON by telerhonce while she was visiting her father
at Memphig, lﬁ“WG”GFO. She said che does not recall
whether she called him or he called her; howvever, she
said WIL30 would usually call her on such occasions.

WADE confirmed that VILSON did buy their daughier
a cream colored Mustang in Fobruary, 1008, but says he
never drive the vehicle on oy trips to her Znowledge
or "oco]“cction. WADL soid aer hushand had a new red
Thunderbird at that time and alwavs drove that vehicle.

WAD reeconiirimed that her ex-husband, DRURGLES
AUDIE ILSOK, was at & Ar Iﬂue in Grandview, ff,lgsou-w
at the ti JARTIN IAJLL. 2 G, JR. was nmurdered. Sh
further »1V1Qed that che hmq never hensd VILSOXY mtuv,,;
statement that he killed HINT. WADD i1l she hos heaz
WILSON make allegations concerning oth news storices
written up in the news media, but she 1Mot recall him
ever alleging that he was responsible the nmurder of
Dr. KING.

intervievwed on y + = Ies Py

Date diclated

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Date of transcription

9/8/70

STrPIIT WAYNT WILSON, 3117 Livingston,
Tort VWorth, Texas, tclephone number 817/023-9414,
furnished the following:

He is th» son of BURGESS AUDIE WVILSON. He
said he would have been fifteen vears of age at the tine
of Dr. MARTIN LUTHEQ IIING's nurder, and does recall
hearing about his death and watching newscasts concerning
it. Le said he 1Anbers the entire fanily wags at home
in Grandview, F' i, at that tir o. Iie further advised
that his fathcer, ””GLSS AUDILE VILSO wos definitely
home at that time. WILSCH =:id thre vas no way his
father could have killed K1, because he was in llissouri
at that time.

WILSQIT confirmed that his sister, DEBORAH ARN,
was given a lustang by their father, but stated the
“vehicle remained at GrandVirw and was never driven to
Memphis, Tennessec. WILSCH confirmed that his father
did dr:vo the vehicle on occasion, but it was primarily
driven by DIDORAN AN, WILSON °1au he recalled the
vehicle to be licht blue in color and a 19€5 nodel.

WILSOXN said when he got out c¢f the military
service in January, 1072, he went to San Antonio, Texas
I'e said his Father was leln: at Hew EBrauniels Tsﬁus,
at that time and vwas wiaced on prouation there for some
kind of criminal oifense. VWILS O“ said that after his
father was placed on probation, and because of his knowrn
alcohol addiction, he weut to New Braunfels and vicked
up his father and toolk him back to San Antonio, Texas,
where he was placed in the Aicoholic Rehabilitation
Clinic for three cor fcour davs to try to get him "dried
out''. At this time his father's mental state was not
rational. le said after his f%*ber was released fron
the c¢linic, he took him home. VILSON said his father
stayed with him for several weeks but was asked to leave
after it was discovered he wvas drinlking alcohol during
the day and had made numerous long distance telephone
calls to his ex-wives and girl friends.

=]
Interviewed on__ 8/20/ 78 I‘OI‘t UOI’th, TE’X&S File # Da]lFLS t\ 9(‘40

Memphis ﬁ@~lﬁb1

¥

SA PERRY F. COLE/jeh Dore drcrared 8/24/75
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WILSON said his father has been known to
make threats and has physically and verbally abused his
wife and children for many vears; however, he has never
nown hilr to be violent with anyone else. WILSON said
he has never heard his father make any statement that
he killed Dr. MAHTIN LUTHER EING, and was of the opinion
that he would not he cepable of such an act.

VILSON eaid he last saw his father at San Marcos,
Texas, in January, 1978, when he and MARK had dinner with
their father. WILSCY said his father scemed to be doing
alricht at this time, he seemed happy and there was no
"indication of any problems.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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0/8/75

UARK ANTICNY WILC2T, 514 Southeast Cardens
Apartment lNumber 132, Burleson, Texas, furnished the
following information:

e is the son of LTRGESS AUDIE VWILSON. He
said his father is a very sick man and may even be
inganc. Le was advised of his father's allegation that
he killed TARTIN ILZ"P EING, and WILSON said his father
could not have dene it, hecause to the best of his
recollection, DURGISS VILSCID was at home in Grandview,
Missouri, at the time of the KING killing. VWILZOXN sald
his fathoer was babvsitting with him and his brother,
STEPLIEN VILSGH, at the time and he thinks his mother and
sister were in Memphis, Tenns2ssee,visiting his grandmother.

WILSON confirmed that his sister had a white
18€5 Mustang vehicle at that time. le said BURGLESS WILSON
would drive the vehicle on coccasion primarily to instruct
DEDORAH AN to drive. ile did not recall the father ever
making any trip *to Memphis, Tennessee, in the Mustang.

WILEON described his father as a habitual lior
who alwavs wanted to be somncone important. e said his

father i< an alcohelic who thinks the whole world is
crazy and he is the oniy sane person.

WILSON confirmed his father was a private pilot
and said he used to own a Ponanza aircraft when the
lived at Grandview, liissouri

He said he has never heard his father make anv
allegation that he killed Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

8/20/178 , Burleson, Texas s:.=Dallag 44~
Memphis 44-

SA PERRY F. COLE/jeh Dote dictyre 8/24/78
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Date of trenscription

Mrs. BETTY LOU WADE, 233 sSmith Road, Burleson, Texas,
was contacted telephonically and advised of the identity of SA
GERALD I VTS GEARY as a Specinl hogent of the F2I. che was ad-
vised that she was heing rccontacted raegarding the statements
of BURGEZS AUDIL WILCCY, Ther former husband, that he had killed
Revarend ARCIN RKIDG., It was evplained to Mrs. WALR
that BURGESS 'mujw‘ Zgﬁ claoryan o that hg hod killezd Reverend
KING with a Japsnosa Wunoy vid re, WaDlD advised that she
had no rccol tron ¢f hior Tozioand he g a Jenar i
She stoted s rated froa JURGESS VILECIT in 1974

craned suc} a weaprosn, he m

ot time pzriod. £he ctated che
is certaln that she would have bheen aware if he had purchased
or obtainod the wearcn while they were living together,

Interviewed on 8/21/78 ot Dallas, Texas File #

by SUPERVISORY SA GERALD LEWIS GFARY/QCS  pue dirared
9

it and ity contents are not to be distiibulcd oulside your acency.
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¥D-263 (Rev. 7-15-75)

FEDERAL QUR’“AU orF INnvE@TIGATION

REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

JACKSON MEMPHIS 9/12/78 8/18/78 - 8/23/78
TiTLE OF CASE REPORT MADEZ BY TYPED BY

JAMES EARL RAY, aka; SA WILLTAM E. BOQTH, JR. lrm
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. = CHARACTER OF CASE
VICTIM

CR ~ CONSPIRACY (B)

REFERENCE:
Jackson airtel to Bureau, dated 8/21/78.
- RUC -
ADMINISTRATIVE:

In the interest of brevity, numerous teletypes generated
by this investigation are not included in above references.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED FCKNCNE | ACQUIT-}c ase nias szen:

coNViC. . FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES TALS

PENDING OVER ONZ YEAR [_]YEs [¥]no
PENDING PROSECUTION
OVER 51X MONTHS (Jves Xno

APPROVED L aSENT DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

COPIES MADE:

4 - Bureau (44-38861)
/37~ Memphis (44-1987 Sub M)

N (1 - USA, Memphis, Tenn. )[4«::] /1/1‘
1 - Jackson (62 544) i

Disseminotion Record of Attached Report Motations

Agency

Request Recd. ) 7// )
-~ Y ~ :
Date Fwd. 5 i R Ty 2 vy N
/

How Fwd.

By

A% c43—16—83439-1

COVER PAGE
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FD-204 (Rev. 3-3-59)

UNI'.J STATES DEPARTMENT OF J’rlCE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copyto: 1 - UNITED STATES ATTORNEY, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

Report of: SA WILLIAM E, BOOTH, JR. Office: ~ JACKSON
Date: September 12, 1978

Field Office File 2. Jackson 62-544 Bureau File #: 44~38861

Tile: JAMES EARL RAY;
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. -
VICTIM

Character: GIVIL RIGHTS -~ CONSPIRACY

Synopsis: BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., claims that he is "man that murdered
MARTIN LUTHER KING" and conveyed this admission in recent past
to at least eight non-law enforcement personnel (confirmed by
enclosed interviews). WILSON arrested 8/18/78, by Ocean Springs,
Mississippi, Police Department on probation violation from New

Braunfels, Texas, PD and remanded to custody of Texas authorities
on 8/23/78. WILSON variously described by relatives and
associates as a quiet man, intelligent and coherent, while

also at the same time, a 'problem drinker' who, while under the
influence of alcohol, loses contact with truth and reality.

- RUC -

DETAILS:

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency: it and its contents
arc not to be distributed outside your agency.

U, S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1970 O - 406-840
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