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WIL30N and Father FANNON thereafter left the area
of the Holiday Inn in Father FANNON's 19706 Plymouth bearing
Jacksont County, Mississippi, license JAl 637, and proceeded
east on U. S. Highway 90,
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The following investigation was conducted by
SAs LEON ROSS GRABEN and BENJAMIN F. GRAVES approximately
6:50 p.m., August 18, 1978, at Gulfport, Mississippi:

The Harrison County Sheriff's Office, Gulfport,
Mississippi, was requested to determine the identity of
the individual to whom Jackson County, Mississippi, license
tag JAH 637 was registered, and the Sheriff's Office deter-
mined this license tag was issued for use on a 1976 Plymouth,
operated by Rev, NOEL FANNON, Post Office Box 979, Ocean
Springs, Mississippi.
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Detqctive ALVES advised thalt he had warned
the subject o his rights cod VILSON had signed &
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R S AN
Walver of Rights for Detective ALVES,
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He then went to Mountain Home, Arkansas, and opened
a jewelry store and married AVIS LEA HUNTER. He was married
to HUNTER for approximately six months, and they divorced.
HUNTER now resides at 1010 Hickory Hill Iane, Hermitage,
Tennessee.

He then went to Columbus, Mississippi, where he
worked in the gubermnatorial campaign for Governor CLIFF FINCH.
While in Columbus, he married PATRICIA SHINDALA of Starkville,
Mississippi. He also advised that while in Columbus he sold
fire extinguishers. He stated that during the gubermatorial
campalign it was suggested that he tell people that he was a
retired colonel and an ex-prisoner of war to campaign for
FINCH. He stated that after the campaign was over, he was
dropped by the FINCH people.

He left Columbus, Mississippil, in January, 1976, and
went to Tyler, Texas, where he stayed with LARRY HUGHEY, a
friend who had a farm. He went to Texas for the purpose of
clearing up some ''charges’ against him at New Braunfels, Texas

He advised that he went to Dallas, Texas, to see a
friend, and while there, he called his son and asked him to
come see him, and shortly thereafter the police arrived and
arrested him on a charge of non-child support on a warrant
issued for him at Cleveland, Texas. He was released to
authorities from New Braunfels, where he pled guilty to a
charge of theft by check and recelved a sentence of eight
years probation.

He advised that he then stayed in the vicinity of
New Braunfels where he did construction work. He had an
altercation with another employee, and he was arrested for
violation of his probation but was released a couple of weeks
later. He continued working around New Braunfels and was again
arrested for possession of stolen merchandise which actually
was a dispute between himself and an associate over some
property that he had stored for the associate, and the charges
were subsequently dropped. He continued in the construction
business and married JO ANN CHILDRESS, and they were divorced
after three months.

In January of 1978, he went to Houma, Louisiana,
and went to work for Louisiana Off-Shore Caterers and worked
there until April, at which time he went to work for Gulf Coast

25
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Daughter DEBORAH ANN JONES,
husband CHARLLES,
Belvedere, ITllinois
STEVEN WAYNE WILSON
Burleson, Texas
MARK ANTHONY WILSON
Burleson, Texas

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JN 62-5414
b

never saild who put out the contract but said that he could get
the money for WILSON if he killed KING.

WILSON stated that MITCH was well aware of his, WILSON's,
. thoughts concerning KING and the black civil rights movement, in
that his father, who was a pastor of the Central Baptist Church at
Grenada, Mississippi, died of a heart attack which he, WILSON,
thought was caused as a result of racial tensions at Grenada brought
on by the forceful integration of his father's church.

WILSON stated that approximately five or six months before
KING's murder, he started gathering information on the movements,
habits, and whereabouts of KING.

WILSON advised that he had a red and white Bonanza airplane,
Register Number 34L, and a Cessna 310 twin-engine aircraft, which was
blue and white, which planes he used to fly to different places
where KING was supposed to be. He stated that he recalls goling to
Huntsville, Alabama; Tupelo, Mississippl; Jackson, Tennessee; Atlanta,
Georgila; and Greenville, South Carclina. He stated that while at
Tupelo, Mississippi, he stayed in the Ramada Inn and believes that
in the other places he visited he stayed in Holiday Inns.

He stated that MITCH furnished him a Japanese sniper rifle.
He stated that he kept the rifle and that Jjust before Christmas of
1975, he had 1t reworked at a gunshop in Columbus, Mississippi, on
Fourth Street across from a bank. He stated that the last knowledge
he had -of the rifle, his older son, STEVEN WAYNE WILSON, had the
rifle and a shotgun but had told him that he had sold it.

Mr. WILSON advilised that there was a garbage strike in
progress at Memphls, Tennessee, and that MITCH called him at his
store 1n Grandview, Missouri, and told him that KING was coming to
Memphis for a rally and instructed WILSON to come to Memphis where
he was to meet two men at the Wonder Bar located at the corner of
Summer Avenue and White Station Road.

Mr. WILSON advised that he flew to Memphis, Tennessee,
in the Bonanza aircraft and landed at an airport Just north of
Raleigh, Tennessee. He stated that the alrport was operated by a
long-time acquaintance of his who had attended a church which was
pastored by WILSON's father in the past. WILSON stated that his
daughter, DEBORAH, pilcked him up at the airport in her 1965 white
Mustang, which WILSON had previcusly bought for her and which was
registered in his name 1n Missouri.
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He advised that DEBORAH and her mother, BETTY LOU, were
staying at the residence of WILSON's father-in-law, VERNON HOOTEN,
3095 Ruskin Road, lMemphis, Tennessee. He stated that HOOTEN had had
a heart attack and that his wife and daughter were temporarily stay-
ing at the HOOTEN residence.

WILSON advised that he went to the Wonder Bar and while
having a drink two white men approached him, one having an accent
slmilar to a Puerto Rican.

The two white males furnished him with FBI credentials,
which he stated had a black and white photograph of himself on it,
and they took him and showed him where KING was to hold the rally.
They then took WILSON to a hotel on South Main Street near Beale
Street and took him to a room on the third floor. They told him
he was to be in the crowd at the rally and that a decoy shot was to
be fired and that he was then to shoot. They sald that KING had a
habit of raising his arms over his head when he was making a sveech
and that the second time that he did so, the shots were to be fired.

WILSON stated that on the day of the murder he was in the
crowd standing near a wood fence approximately 60 feet from where
KING was standing and that when KING raised his arms the second time
he shot him.

Mr. WILSON advised that he had the rifle which he used
strapped to his belt under a suit coat and attached to his belt on
a swivel., He stated that the barrel protruded from below his coat
but no one questioned him concerning it. He said that he had prac-
ticed a great deal swiveling the rifle and firing 1t.

He advised that after the shooting, he was stopped by the
Memphis police, but he showed them the credentials, and they let
him go, and he walked on down the street approximately two blocks
to where he had left the Mustang parked. He advised that he got
in the Mustang and drove back to the HOOTEN resldence, and his
daughter, DEBORAH, then took him to %the alrport, and he got his
plane and flew back to Kansas City. He stated that the airport
that he used was on the Kansas side on the highway to Olathe,
Kansas. He stated the airport was run by (First Name Unknown)
FISHER. He also stated that he had purchased the Bonanza aircraft
from FISHER.

WILSON advlsed that approximately one week before the
murder, MITCH gave him $25,000 in $20 bllls, and followlng the
murder, MITCH gave hlm another $25,000, at which time he gave the
credentials back to MITCH. 30
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WILSON advised that he has no knowledge of JAMES EARL
RAY having been involved in the conspiracy.
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SPEARS stated thet B. A. WILSON died, and his
wife, possibly named GLADYS, after B. A, WILSON's
death, resided at 375 Levee Street, Grenada,
Mississippi, which house is now vacant or in the
process of being torn down. SPEARS further stated
that B. A. WILSON and his wife lived in the parsonage
behind Central Baptist Church, and SPEARS stated that
if WILSON had any clildren, none lived in Grenada, or
they were all grown when WILSON wss the preacher at
Central Baptist Church.

A review of the Grenada City Directory for
the year 1978 shows a listing for Mrs. LILLY M. WILSON
at 375 South Levee Strecet, Grenada, Mississippi,
telephone number 226-4737,
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investigation was conducted at

The followin
ssippi by SA HARRY H. CARPENTER

Ocean Sﬂzlnog‘ Misgil
on August 1Y, 1378:

&
ir

LOUI5 P. HELMS, Helms Realty, U. S. Highway
90, Occan Springs, Mississippi, home telephone number
875 2098, office telephone nhﬂbOT 87J~0016 advised
that he does not know a BILL WILSON., HLLMS was shown
a photograph of WILSON and he otlll stated that he
did not know WILSON and did not know how WILSON had his
name.

MAUDIE ODOM, Bartender, Angle Inn Restourant
and Lounge, Highway QO Ocean Springs, M1%31591p01,
advised that BILL WILSON had been COmLﬂg to the Angle
Inm for approximately two months and appeared to be a
nermal customer, causing no trouble. She stated that
one of WILSON's close friends, is CARL FORTNA, telephone
nunher 875-0420.,

On August 19, 1978, Mrs. MARGAREL ALLEN,
Assistant lanager, Ywin Oaks Mutel, Gcean Spri aéd,
Missiseinpl, telephone number 875-58yl, stated that
BILL WILSON stayed at the Twin Oaks N@tel for
anvrom*vgtely one month and was an ideal tenant.
She stated he caused no problems and she knows of
no clesge asscciates of WILSON.
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also owned an identical Ford Thunderbird. WILSON left his
Thunderbird at the airport and flew to Memphis, Tennessce.
CRUZ came to the airport and picked up WILSON's Thunderbird
and took it from the airport so it would not be noticed.

When WILSON arrived in Memphis, he borrowed a white Ford
Mustang that he had purchased for his daughter, DEBORAH.
DEBORAH had driven from Kansas City to Memphis in the Mustang.
WILSON told FORTNA that he went to the motel where MARTIN
LUTHER KING was staying and that he used a Japanese sniper
rifle and shot KING holding the rifle on his hip. He stated
that this rifle is now in the possession of WILSON's son,
STEVE. WILSON told FORTNA that he was driving away from the
scene in the Mustang, and he was stopped by the Memphis police,
but he talked himself out of a ticket, and the car was not
searched. He stated that the rifle was in the trunk of the
car at this time. WILSON told FORTNA that he then flew his
airplane back to Kansas City, and CRUZ picked him up at the
airport and took him home.

FFORTNA stated that when WIiLSON told him the above
information, he, FORTNA, believed that WILSON thought he was
telling the truth and that he swore on his mother's grave in
front of a priest that it was the truth. FORTNA stated that
WILSON had never mentioned this subject prior to this instance.
FORTNA stated that WILSON has been drinking heavily for the
past two months and has lied to him several times in the past
two months. WILSON, on occasion, would tell FORTNA that he
had been married three or four times since divorcing his first
wife and then come back at a later date and say that he had
not been married after divorcing his first wife.

FORTNA stated that WILSON is an excellent pilot,
that he, FORTNA, has flown with WILSON through bad weather,
and WILSON had no problems flying the aircraft.
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~ The following investigation was conducted by
SA GWYNNE L. HUPFER at Columbus, Mississippi, on
August 19, 1978:

A physical observation of 401 5th Street South,
Columbus, Mississippi, revealed that this is the address
of the Candlewood Apartments.,

JAMES LANCASTER, 810 Holland Avenue, advised
that he is the owner of the Candlewood Apartments.
LANCASTER stated that he does not recall anycone by the
name BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., or BILL WILSON, renting
an apartment from him. LANCASTER advised, however, that
he has hada great deal of turnovers in these apartments
over the past several years and he could not possibly
recall all his tenants by name. LANCASTER advised
that his daughter, RITA BROWNLEE, was the resident
manager of the Candlewcod Avartments for him for several
years. He stated that she might recall this individual.

RITA BROWNLEE, 3504 Camilia Circle, advised that
she was the resident manager of Candlewood Apartments
during portions of 1974 and all of 1975 and 1976. ELOWNLEE
advised that she does not recall anyone named BURGESS
AUDIE WILSON, JR., or BILL WILSON renting an apartment
from her. She stated, however, that she located a payment
from a BILL WILSON, dated July 16, 1975, for apartment #9
at the Candlewood Apartments. She advised that this is
the only reccrd she could find of this individual and
stated that he must have paid his rent payments in cash.

DONALD BEARD, Columbus Police Department,
advised that their records indicate BURGESS A. WILSON
was the complainant and victim of a strong-arm robbery
on August 7, 1975, DBEARD advised that is the only record
they have of a BURGESS A. WILSON in their files.

BEARD stated that they have a record of a BILL
WILSON, Apartment #9, Candlewood Apartments, as being
the subject of a disturbance call on August 7, 1975, and
again on August 13, 1975. BEARD advised that a review of
his records indicates that on both of these occasions another

47
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tenant at the Candlewood Apartments had called the
police to complain of excessive noise at the apartment
cof BILL WILSON. Both of these incidents were handled
by officers of their department with no arrests being
made and no charges being filed.

BARBARA HENSON, Dispatcher, Lowndes County
Sheriff's Office, advised that their records are negative
concerning BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., or BILL WILSON,
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The following investigation was conducted by SA
BRENT W. WARBERG at Columbus, Mississippi:

PARKER W, NEELY, 1814 Short lMain St tcet Columbus,

Mississippl, advised he did business until 19 aS the
Box 4~N Gun Shop. is business concerned gunsmlthinge
NEELY's vecords reflect on July 17, 1975, B. A. WILSON, JR.,
Stdrlvi71b, Miscsissippil, Drought in an Arisaka 25 caliber

Llc, which rifle was a Japancse military type with the
serial number oo‘itcrdtedo The rifle was a long barrel
model. NEELY redid the stock and action. The gun was in
working order when he got it. The gun was pickcd up on
December 9, 1975, REEAY advised all other records reparding
the gun were destroyeds however, he deoes recall the subject
as he scld the subject a Colt DLumoncaWc” 38 revolver, two
inch barrel, for which the FUQJC“T still owes him, “*“IV
stated he deLermined later the subject was arrested somewhere
in west Texas and this revoliver was confiscated, NEELY co u]
provide heyw dinformation regarding the subject or his
activities. NELLY did recall the subject stated he obtained
the ritle €

H
l

ref
issi

d

from some individual in Tupelo, Mississippi, name
unrecalled.
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The following investigation was conducted by
SA K. P. WHITE-SPUNNER, JR., of the Jackson Office of the
FBT:

On August 23, 1978, Sergeant LAURA MIZE,; Desk
Sergeant, Ocean Springs, Mississippi, Police Department:,
advised that Deputy (FIRST NAME URKNOWN ) REYUN, of the Comal
County, Texas, Sheriff's Department had arrived at the
Ocean Springs Police Department early that morning to pick
up prisoner BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR. Desk Sergeant MIZE
advised that Deputy REYUN departed Ocean Springs at
approximately 10:00 AM, that date, with WILSON en route to
New Braunfels, Texas.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to:

Repott of: THOMAS F. BURGOYNE Office: PITTSBURGH, PA.
Date: 9/14/78

Field Office File #: 44-1572 Bureau File #: 44-38861

Title:  MURKIN

Character: CIVIL RIGHTS

Synopsis:

On 9/11/78, RONALD N. KARAS, Weirton, W.Va., advised
he purchased a 1956 Beechcraft Bonanza Aircraft, Model G-35,
Registration No. N4434L, on or about 10/24/77. A review
of aircraft lcg records disclosed no identifiable information
concerning the names BURGESS AUDIE WILSON or LOU CREWS.
Further, no entries were observed in aircraft logs which
would indicate the aircraft's specific location in April,
1968.

This document contains neither recemmendationa nor conclusions of the FBI. 1t is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents
are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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On October 12, 1968, the aircraft's engine received
maintenonce attention, at which time the maintenance work
was signed Dy FLOYD OLSON, Air Frame and Power Plant
Number 1724046, with no further identifiable information
noted regarding the location of this inspection.
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