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N Washmoton, D.C. = AP
“*Rep. Henry B. Gonzalez sub;

‘mitted- his ‘resignation® as”

“:chairman of the House assas-
“’sinations committee -on Wed- .
2 nesday following ‘a-long bat-
.-tle with Chief Counsel Rich-
~-ard A. Sprague.::...

%%'The Texas Démocrat, who

-yreferred to- Sprague: as an,
“unconscionable -scoundrel,”-
- submitted his resignationin a-
letter to-Speaker Thomas P.

,jf:' k -t’ﬂ}

s sas s i n’ahoﬁ! n"PaneE

O'Neill. The speaker said the ~

resignation- woud have to be
considered by the full House,
raiping the prospect of a d1v'
sivp floor fight.”

} (P’Neill said he would not.

sutimit the resignation for a.
House verdict unnl he talked
to Gonzalez. & &

Sprague made no early
comment.:

RepuollcanCovnference-»
Chairman John B. Anderson .

of Illinois Said, “the life of the

ccrmitiee still hangs by a

siim thread.” -

In his resxgnatxon letter,
Gonzalez said ‘‘it seems clear .
unow that the House. leader-

ship is unwxllmg to offer me

: “Yﬂt I cannot brmg myself
tu sign pay vouchers for. an
“un crupulous individual,.
undonscionable scoundrel
aad{ no power-on- Earth ‘can -
i cor pel me to do so,
7' rote. «

Gonza--
g ~~month and must decide either

REP. HENRY GONZALEZ
g FfeS/gns in Protest -

ST

President John F, Kennedy

*;and the Rev: Martin Luther

“King has: been. embroiled in
controversy since the day
Congress convened m Janu-
ary. -
- The probe came to ‘@ vir-
tual standstill Feb. 10 when
“-Gonzalez fired Sprague for
refusing to say which staff-
‘people could be fired to cut

. costs. All other members told
+ Sprague to stay -put on the-

_ground that any firing has-to
~be done: by the. commxttee,
inot the chairman alone. -

The House has given the
commlttee only temporary
:life through the end-af this

_of information on which the

" “since 'he pursued a deliber-

= an admmlstratxve night-

2 ™% % & found a chief counsel who
L The' commlttee investiga- -
™ tion of the assassinations of

- ; “I found unjustifiable sala-

«;-similar: to the fight in the last

.to disband or .continue 1tvfor
the.two year hfe of the Con-
gress. .. =

, Gonzalei sai
to the speaker. that Sprague

‘refused to produce any kind

“committee could’make ra- |
‘tional budget decisions.”

" Further, Gonzalez said,

‘ate ‘course of action to under-

-mine me with members of
‘the committee and staff alike,
1 had no recourse, but to. dis-
mlss him, which I did._

“I' found in the commxttee

mare,” Gonzalez wrote. “T
assumed full powers of the
committee itself, (and by
implication usurped the pow--
ers of the House itself);

chief counsel who was insj}-
bordinate and insulting not jc
mention disloyal. ... ¥

ries, unjustified employes and
reckless, inexplicable finan-
cial obligations,” Gonzalez
said. ““I had a responsibility to -
act and no one has yet dem-
‘onstrated that I acted wrong-- -
1y or without full cause.”

= The. situation appeafed !

Congress between then -
Chairman Lucien N. Nedzi
(D-Mich.) and fellow Demo-
crats on a Select House Intel-
.ligence Committee. . '

Nedzi resigned and former
Speaker Carl Albert put his
resignation before the full -
House, which voted to refuse
to accept it.

But .that commxttee re- .;‘
mained. - deadlocked. by - the
dispute and the House finally
replaced it with a n om-

‘E?ft‘é‘rwith Rep. oa%ﬁf
(D-N.Y.) as its chairman.

r
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'.Washington, D C. -—UPI-
House:Democratic :leaders
sought ‘Thursday to rally
members of - the -assassina-
10 ;alk its-: chau'man, Rep.
,,x"nmg

letter of .resignation " to.

Henry Gonza!ez

k Mas:.) but he has refused to
talk with House leaders from

his San-Antonio home, = -ses

O’Neill summoned the sev-
en other Democrats on the
pauel to a closed door meet-

ing Thursday to seek a solu-|

ticn o the controversy creat-
ed by Gonzalez's attempipd
dismmissal ‘last month of te

panel’s chief counsel Rxcha d

Sprague. Y .

The commlttee was créat~ ]

ed last year to investigate the-

azsassinations of John Kenne-.

. dy end  Martin Luther King
Jr_..It was given temporary
life in the new Congress until
Marciz: 31 amid controversy
over Sprague’s proposed
bud:zet of $13 million for two-

. yea:~ and his wish to ‘buy-

soppisticated eavesdroppmg

k .,.J.».VICCD .

Tae cdmmttee overrode
C oazalez's firing of Sprague,
. "ut a- scheduled 'meeting to

23 nv2 the controversy last.

v7oek was canceled when
Co mlez came down w;th
the ¥

Mzale’ charged in’ l s|

*1» te:] to O'Neill that “np-

| twit'standing my illness a;

tions: committee.in an effort’
Henry Gonzalez. out of re-f

“The Texas I Democrat sent 2"

leagues on 'the commi el
appear to- be interested in

usurpmg even my mmlstenal'-

powers.”

- ty, Gonzalez denounced him
as “an unscrupulous individu-

.al, an unconscionable scoun- -
{Speaker Thomas O'Neill (D-\ drel.”-.Sprague had.no-coms-...

.. ment Wednesday. :
. Democratic - leader Jim

* Wright, who has been seek-".
“ing-a: compromlse on .the.”
z Sprague 1ssue, sald he doubt-“

Accusing . Sprague once:;;’
-again of -mismanagement,.
insubordination and-disloyal- &

’OHSENiakes Bid to Keep—
ssassination Panel Chief:

Aed that the House would ac-
"cept Gonzalez' resignation if

it continued:the committee. -+
“It (the House) might vote

»to do one or the other, but not

both " said Wright.
:-One- source- said anht
had worked out. an agree-

‘ment with eight members of:

the panel, including at least

one .of the five Republicans,
to keep Sprague on the job:

but collar hi§ powers:and

.make him chief investigdtor.

with a.chief of staff appo nt-

ed over hnm. ,
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INashville, Tenn, —AP—
Atty. Jack Kershaw, repre-
senting James Earl Ray, said
Friday that his client would
agree to testify before the
House Assassination Commit-
tee depending on the commit-
tee's willingness to investi-

.gate a conspiracy theory in

death of the Rev. Martin
her King Jr. . .

'Another condition, Ker-
shiw said, would be a limita-
tion on the committee’s pow-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

ay Considers Testifyin

er to control questioning of
Ray, who pleaded guilty to
shooting King in Memphis,
Tenn., in 1968, but who has
since said his plea was
coerced.

Kershaw confirmed Friday
that a letter received by the
committee in Washington
was written by Ray. In ¢
letter, Ray said he was w
ing to discuss testifying aj
directed inquiries to K
shaw, his new attorney,
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S Antonio, Tex. - AP
-=$Rep. Henry B. Gonz Z|

‘saiflthe assassination of J n'
F.{Kennedy will never |pe
investigated .in a meaningihl
way “because vast and pow-
erful forces, including the
" country’s most -sophisticated
crime element, wont stand
forit.”

“This criminal element is
all-pervasive, loaded with
. nothing but money and in’

®

(Moun! Cllpplng in Spc:ce Below)

as a sop to blacks.”

fnzalez resigned

ittee chairman follok
ing a showdown with
Sprague during which Gon-
zalez tried to fire Sprague but
fellpw committee memb
suiported the former Perf!
syllania prosecutor.

s resignation has not

beg ormallx ggcgg}ed

many ways more potent than_ ;

the government itself,” said
Gonzalez, a Texas Democrat
‘whe submitted his resigna-
tig) last week as chairman {] |
tht House "assassinati
cdfimittee.

an interview publish

day in the San Antgnio
E iPress-News, Gonzajez
. ot|ler forces against the|fin-
veBigation include “the Hbn-
nedy family and heavy bdsi-

pmmittee payroll |

. $30,000 a year someone by
the name of Gaeton Fonzi,
: Who'’s- never so much as been
. in Washington. He’s supposed
to have underworld connec-
tions, and _he's in Miami.
What he does down there

id obody kuows and Sprague

on't tell ”

z1. former part oW
ami magaziné, was

_ ness interests in the Dallas- [0f
:Fort Worth area who don’t tact

“Sunday in ‘Miami.

want all the old JFK mucklasd e joined Sprague’s staf
an.

raked up.”
The congressman. called| W

the assassination probe com- | ar

mittee “a put-on job and a

hideous farce that was never | 2

1 at $30,000 a2 year.
working for-Sen. (

Schweiker. for a year,
thqassassination. I compiled

k-length stack of mate-

" intended to work.”
He eriticized the commit.

_tee’s chief counsel, Richard
Sprague, as an “unconscjon-
able scoundrel™ and adde

tance phone calls tot
_Philadelphia law firm an
thi| home of his girl fri
-thifre. And get this. He c-
“tubfly took a little Acap
vadation for himself while.on
the committee payroll.”

Sprague was not immedi-“;
ately available for comment. |

| rial .on the report. Sprague

got hold of that information
and went over it, and on the
basis of what I'd done on 1:.
hired me January 1. :

““I was not on the (Schwej~
ker) gommittee staff; I wgs
on his personal staff. I diza
lot df traveling.” Fonzi s{jd
hetbkapay cuttoj

Spra -
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wi ! APandUPI
* 5 _San Antonio, Tex. — [Fhe
. House' Assassination Com{j}it-
'y ee is a put-on job and a hfie-
+ pus farce that was nevenjin-
. tended to work, says Rep.
- Henry Gonzalez (D-Tex.),
# who resigned last week as
- chaifman of the panel.

- dent John F. Kennedy- will
;. never be reinvestigated in a
-~ meaningful way “because
* yast-and powerful forces, in-
‘icluding thecountry’s most
" -sophisticated crime element,
-.won't stand for it,” he said.

v+ “This criminal element is
{*all-pervasive, loaded with
+ ‘nothing but money and in

e Rp.’Hemy Gonzalez

*“many ways more potent than |

svthe government itself,” Gon-
.Tzalez:said. His resignation has
+-not been formally accepted,

..> Other forces against the
s Anvestigation include “the

' Kennedy family and heavy

.-business interests in the Daj-
:das-Fort Worth area who
g?n’t,want all the old JFK
»#nuck raked up,” he said in an
interview published Sunday
in the San Antonio Express-
News. ;

i Criticizes Sprague
= He was not immediately
availgble for additional com-
Heng s

» Hp eriticized the comi[it-
fee chief counsel, Richjrd
Sprigue, as an “unconscidn-
ghble'scoundrel,” adding:

The assassination of Presi- |

: “Sprague tried to. spe
bmmittee money on lof|
Stance phone calls to His
iladelphia law firm and
thie ‘home (of his girl friend
ere. And get this. He ac-
thally took a little Acapulco
gr;cgtipn for himself while on
the committee payroll.”
. Sprague, /contacted at

nzalez predicted that the

committee would forfft
" abayt the Kennedy assassijh-
tior jand go into “a weak, dje
legged investigation of f\e
Mailin Luther King assassi-
nation as a sop to blacks.”
Gonzalez's resignation fol-
lowed a showdown with
Sprague during which Gon-
zalez tried to fire him. His
fellow committee members
supported the former assist-
ant Philadelphia prosecutor.
Gonzalez said he tried to
get support from House

Speaker Thomas O'Neill (D-
Mass.) and Majority Leader
| Jim Wright (D-Tex.).

“It was an exercise in futil-
;ty’,,” he said. “The fix was
in.

He said he then realized
“at last that the House lead-
ership never had intended for
the JFK investigation to fly,
- and indeed had prefabricated

the whole thing for the
skids.”

- Without being specific,
' Gonzalez said “powerful

{
1

" forces, including criminal

elements,” had deliberately
put Sprague and himself into
the committee on an auto-
matic collision course.

“They never did want the -

Kennedy assassination con- |

spiracy unmasked,” said
Gonzalez. “They knew I was
an honest, direct man w,
woyldn’t hold still for
trafjyparent phony li
Spralfue. They were so rig
The¥FK investigation
over.,” C

'
i
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Pro ) Chief ~
Holds Little
Hard Data

The House Assassinations
Committee, its life tickini
away toward a March 3
deadline, has yet to produce
“smoking gun” . evidence in
its five month investigation
into the murders of President
John F. Kennedy and the Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr., the
 chief counsel gcknowleged .
Monday. ‘

Richard Sprague, the con-
troversial investigator for the .
leaderless panel, said he could '
not come up with a thorough,
believable report by the end
of the month when the com-
mittee’s temporary mandate
expires: .

“The chance of coming up
with a smoking:gun, if that's
the only way, then in my
opinion, the. job cannot be
done,” Sprague said. i

But he said a good report
could be made if the commit-
tee received a new mandate,
an investigative staff and suf-
ficient budget for the remain-
der of this two year session
of Congress. o

Rep. Bruce Catuto (R-N.Y.)
called Tuesday for dissolution
of the committee and ap-
pointment of a new panel and
new chairman with a specific
timetable and dates for peri-
odic reports to the House. |

Catuto said that “whatever |
good new ethics rules might '
have done to restore public
faith in Congress, the Assas--
sinations Committee has

~wmere—than undone with its.
sorry, petty ineptitude.” -‘

~eRopr-Richardson Preyer |
(D-N.C.), who preflded at|
Monday’s two sessions as
ranking member of the com-
mittee, told reporters that the
odds now were minimal that
the panel could survive an-
other House vote to extend
its life.

Preyer presided in the ab-
sence of Rep. Henry Gonzalez
(D-Tex.), who-resigned as
chairman last week in a dis-
pute over his attempt to fire
Sprague. Other committee
members voted to keep
Sprague.

Preyer rebutted charges
made by Gonzalez in a San
Antonio newspaper interview
Sunday that criminal forces,
powerful business interests,
the Kennedy family and the
House leadership were trying
to abort the Kennedy investi-
gation.

“No sinister forces are at
work,” Preyer said. ‘“The
committee has enough prob-
lems of its own.”

Becausé of the shrinking
time frame, the panel Mon-
day whizzed through all but
two of some dozen agenda
items involving frozen staff
salaries, unpaid bills and ex-
penses, restoration of access
to FBI and Seécret Service
materials, security and house-

. ~keeping measures. o

MI ONLY 44-388
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Washmgton, D.C: ~AP—

Chief . Counsel Richard-

Sprague told the House
Commitiee on Assassinations
‘Wednesday that he had un-
-corroborated evidence “indi-
cating .that others may have
- had imowledge of or partici-
. pated in the assassination” of
Ehﬂ Rev. Martin Luther Kxng
JT. A
Sprague also told the
committee in a brief opening
statement that his staff had
svidence on the assassination
~resident John F. Kennedy
m.zcanng “there, was prior
ruowledge on the part of .

Sy individuals of that as- -

EV1dé“n

v e

.. evidence. was. .

. evidence of a conspiracy in
- the King assassination was in

Richard Sprague =

sassination before it 0C-,James Earl Ray, acting alone.

curred.”

But in both mvesngahons, :

ce Cl.

5 the staff has been unable to

' ment investigation that con-
cluded that no evidence had

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

Sprague told the commxttee,

thoroughly check witnesses’
stories or determine whether

. they are corroborated.
.The chief counsel gave
- only; the hints of what his

Sprague’s indication of
contrast to a Justice Depart-

héen found that King was
;killed by anyone other than

The assassination commit-
! tee, with a new chairman in
charge, is moving to provide
evidence to Congress that
further investigations are
warranted into the two assas-
sinations.

Rep. Loujs Stokes (D-Ohio)
was named chairman Tues-
‘day-by Speaker Thomas O'-
Neill (D-Mass.) after the
House voted to accept the
resignation of Henry {

Gonza-
lez (D-Tex.). T _74 _

~338
2-1178
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amed in Sla ying,
" Ray Tells Nation

ames Earl Ray contended
in an interview broadcast
nationally Tuesday night that
he had been sent to have a
tire fixed when the Rev. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. was as-
_sassinated and that he was
set up to take the btame. A_S
Ray, convicted of Kkilling
King, said “investigations by MILUAUKEE JOI
people representing me” FTTTOAT e
were producing evidence that MILATIKEE,WISCONSTIN
he thought would clear him
in a new court proceeding.
- Ray made the comments in
a TV interview with news-
man Dan Rather on the CBS Date: 3/16/77
“Rrogram Whos Who.” It ’ Edition: .
Was Ray’s first''such inter- Author: LATEST
sfiew since the assassination Editor- R 1. LE
April 4, 1968, in Me St - * R.H. ONARD
LA AR Title:

Character:

or

Clas#ification: s
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Ray Tells TV Newsma

Associate Set Him Up

Washington, D.C. — AP —
James Earl Ray contended in
a nationally broadcast TV
interview Tuesday night that
.he had been sent to have a

tire fixed when Martin Lu-.

ther King was assassinated,
and that he was set up to
take the blame.

Ray, convicted of killing
King, said “investigations by
people representing me” are
producing evidence he thinks

will clear him in a new court -

proceeding.

But Ray shed no new light
on who Killed King if he did
not, or why. He said, as he
has before, that his only con-

tact with the murder was

through a Latin named Raoul.
He said he thought Raoul was
conducting a gun running
operation.

Ray made the comments |
on the CBS-TV program !

“Who’s Who,” in his first tel-
evision interview since the
assassination April 4, 1968, in
Memphis. The interview took
place at Brushy Mountain
State Prison in Petros, Tenn.
Newsman Dan Rather told

him many viewers obviously

would think he was just mak-
ing up a story to get himself

out of prison and Ray replied
he had always thought people

would not believe anything
he said in a news interview.

Giving new details in his
story about Raoul and a. con-
spiracy, Ray said he delivered
a rifle to Raoul shortly before
the assassination in what he
thought was part of the gun
running operation. He said
.Raoul then sent him to have a
ire fixed. - :

service station told dtnrthey

were too busy to fix the tire
because of the hour. King
was assassinated shortly be-
fore 6 p.m., the traffic rush
hour period.

Ray said in the interview
he was certain he was not in
the rooming house from
which the rifle was fired at
King after 5:30 p.m.

Ray said Raoul had been
directing him in gun running
activities for a year. He said

“to halt his civil rights activi

there was nothing to distin-
guish Raoul except that his
hair was auburn, not black
like most Latin people Ray
knew. )

But he said he and Raoul
had never discussed Kkilling
King and so he did not know
why King was killed. He said
he believes the most plausibt
theory is that King was killeq

ties.

He said the attendants at a
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JFK King Panel

to Hold Hearing’
" Washington Star Service "
" Washington; -D.C, = The

House Assassination Commit- -

tee, in an effort to remain in
existence after March 31,
will hold a hearing this week
with “live witnesses,” possi-
bly including James Earl Ray,

 according to sources.

~N

Sources said they did not
now whether Ray would

estify because of security}

roblems,
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" AP, Washington Post

Washington, D.C. —AP—
A reputed underworld chief’s
refusal to say whether he
knew in advance that Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy would
be assassinated may launch.a
new congressional investiga-
tion .into the long debated
Cuba-Mafia connection with
the murder.

But the House Assassina-
tions Committee’s -question-

v

of Santo Trafficanie
Inesday shed no light §
J much evidence the pan§l
‘wto support that conndg§-

rafficante refused

allkwer any questions, ev\‘
alfer he was threatened wi
bAng cited for contempt %
Congress. o

The 62 year old former
Cuban gambling czar pleaded
his rights under the Fifth and

other amendments more than hi

a dozen times,

The two key questions put
to Trafficante — whether he
knew in advance that Kenne-
dy was to be killed and
whether, he knew Jack Ruby,.
the man who killed Lee Har- :
vey Oswald — were raised
a.npwspaper article last ye

orge Crile, a Harpe
azine editor, report
that a Cuban exile named
Jose Aleman said Trafficante
told him in September, 1962,
that . Kennedy would be
Kkilled. “x
Trafficante, of Miami, was
one of three underworld fig-
ures involved with the CIA in
an abortive attempt to slayn
Cuba Premier Fidel Castro in
1966y according to -the fld
Sendje Intelligence Comnjt-
tee. |} v

t committee investigjt-
ed the Cuba-Mafia angle two

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)
NI e T

tigqlion of CIA abuses. -
coimitttee concluded t!
o was unlikely to

h hand in Kennedy’s slay-
ing despite Castro’s knowl-
edge of underworld plots-
against him.

In Crile’s article, Aleman,

an FBI informer at the time,.

was quoted as saying Traffi-
cante charged that John and
Robert Kennedy, the attorney
general, took graft and did
not keep a bargain.

“Have you seen how his
brother-is_hitting (Teamster
President Jimmy) Hoifa, a
man who is a worker, who is
not a millionaire, a friend of
the blue collars?* Aleman
quoted Trafficante. “He
doesn’t know that this kind
of encounter is very delicate.
Mdtk my words, this flan
Kdinedy Is in trouble and he

i ,”get what is comin; 1to

it‘ A
-~ Crile- reported- that when

man argued Kennedy'
Id be re-elected in 1944,
alficante replied, *“N3j,
i he is going to be hit.” ‘
Crile quoted Aleman as
saying he reported the con-
versation to the FBI but
agents took no notice of it

until after Kennedy was as- !
sassinated on Nov. 22, 1963. ;

Two FBI agents then ques+
tioned Aleman at length.

The assassination commit-
tee’s chief counsel, Richard
Sprague, conducted most of
the interrogation of Traifi-
cante, asking. him about his
participation in CIA-spon-
sored plots in the early 1960s
to assassinate Castro, about
reports that Trafficante pre-
dicted Kennedy’s “hit” more
than a year in advance and
about rumors that Traffi-
cdate might have beengmc-
qyhinted with “an Amerjtan
gd)gster type named Ryjy”
ydlrs before the presidqit’s
dekn. - -

e K e
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+ JWashington,

T ‘House -ass: ¥
cainmittee is hopi thajjtwo -
: independent,balilsticse S|
' can prove for the first time '
" whether the ritle handled by
~James ‘Earl’ Ray killed"the
Rev. Martin Luther KingJr. *

- “If the tests prove that ri-
fle:is not the one that was
Afired we've got a whole new
ball game,” a committee aide
:safd Thursday after plans-:
:were announced for tests on
“the rifle. :
. "The independent’ tests, sat
for next week, also will be
‘conducted on the bullet that .
-;kllled King, said-- Walter
‘Fauntroy, District of Colum-
bia delegate, adding that the

s ‘'who .will ‘make t)e
testihave not yet been selef}-
ed. [} ) .
" 'Itkis not possible thro
the Ballistics tests to establish

W ther King was assass{fat-|
“ed by Ray, who. ackn{jwl-
edg}s handling the rifle. \Ray’
- alst} contends he turned ‘the
" weldpon over to a man named
Raoul before the assassina-
tion. =

Ray contessed guilt in the
. 1968 killing of the civil rights-
leader, but has been trying
since to.:win a new trial,
" clajming he entered the piea
on dlegal advice.

,}; eanwhile, the commif jee
- disClosed plans. for two of*its

.laWyers to interview Ray,
under oath if he agrees, next

“week in the prison where he
is serving a 99 year sentence.
"Richard Sprague, the
committee’s chief ¢ounsel,
and Robert Lehner, deputy',
chief counsel of the King as-
sassination investigation, will
.conjJuct the interview.

" Hjuntroy, chairman off‘ a
% fommittee conducnnsg‘{te

aSSassination inve

"tion, ‘also said the full coin:-
mittee is'not likely to put Ray- |
-on the witness stand this |

“month, But he said, “We ex~"
pect at. some time we wilt.

want to take testlmony from '

unger oath.” -
he ballistics evldencg n
g's. ‘death has:.been f§}e
§u ject of‘dispute since R '

ityplea. = ..o

1
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Washington, D.C.— AP —
The House Assassinations
Committee announced Thurs-
day that it will conduct inde-
pendent ballistics tests next
week on the bullet that killed
‘the Rev. Martin Luther ng
Jr. :
e. committee also con-
firgled that its investigators

- wil! interview James Earl"
L .

Ray in prison where he is
serving a 99 year sentence on
conviction of killing King.
An FBI expert testified in
proceedings following King'’s
assassination in 1968 that the
bullet was too badly damaged

to determine if it came from -

the rifle that Memphis police
say bore Ray’s fingerprints.

Walter Fauntroy, Was}t_l

Fatal King Bullet
To Be Examined

ington (D.C.) delegate; chair-
man of the subcommittee
conducting the King-assassi-

-nation investigation, said two

ballistics tests will be made
by separate professionals and
not the FBI. B (4

Ray’s new -lawyer, lack
.Kershaw of Nashvxlle, n.,
sald Ray’s story is that he¢*had

tugfied the rifle over to a‘gan’
k’,new only: as. Raoul'(gni
d%"sent off on ‘an. er
fere King was shot. -

g Fauntroy also said that it is
nof;;likely Ray will testify
before. the committee before
the end of this month. ‘

- He said the interview with
Ray-next. week may be: only
therfirst of -a series. He said
the investigators will be au-
thorized to interyiew- Ray
undér oath next’ week if Ray
agrees. - ,

Ray said in a telev1sxon in-
terview this week that he is
willing to testify before the
committee only if it will lis-
tefi to his full story. He said
he"'did not want to be pre-
sumed guilty by the commit-
te¢ and looked on only as a
soyrce for finding who else
may-be involved.

Chairman Louis Stokes -

Otiio) told reporters after two

.days of closed hearings that

hq would not comment on
thing that had been dxs-'
Ssed exeept for the t ¥

annquncements which t

x
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':lhngs Probe -
udget Pared

: Washmgton, D.C. — UPI
*— Speaker Thomas P. O'Neill
- said Monday the House As-
- sassination Committee has’
~ scaled down its budget esti-
mate for the rest of this year
“from the original $6.5 million
to $2.5 million. A-3
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TommitteX
Staff Hears
FromRay

Petros, Tenn. — UPI. —
Staff members of the House
Assassinations Committee lis-
teried to James Earl Ray tell '
his story of how he was in-
volved in the slaying of the
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.
Ray’s attorney said he hoped
it would help Ray’s bid for a
new trial. -

Ray, serving a 99 year
murder - sentence at Brushy !
Mountain State Prison for the '
King assassination, freely i
answered all questions put to ;
him by the investigators in a
two hour interview, said his
latest attorney, Jack Ker-
shaw of Nashville.

Chief ' Counsel Richard
Sprague and four other com-
mittee members who flew to
Tennessee from Washington
to interview Ray refused to
answer reporters’ -questions
on leaving the prison.
Sprague is due to report to
the committee in Washington
Wednesday. .

Kershaw said it was possi- -
ble -that Ray would testify
later before the full commit- {
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Informatio
Firom Ray
No Surprise.

UPI, AP, Washington Post

‘Washington, D.C. — The
House Assassinations Coms
mittee, investigating alleged
conspiracies in the murders
of President John Kennedy
and the Rev. Martin Luther
King Jr., apparently got no
new sensational information
from James Earl Ray.

The committee chairman,
Rep. Louis Stokes (D-Ohio),
refused to tell reporters
Wednesday what was ob-
tained from Ray, confessed
assassin of King, when he
was interviewed by staff
counsel at his Tennessee pris-
on earlier in the week. Jack
Kershaw, Ray’s attorney,
said Ray did not supply any
surprise information.

The report by chief counsel
Richard Sprague came after
the panel adopted a drastical-
ly revised $2,796,650 budget
for its investigations during
the rest of this year.

Meanwhile, Mary Baird
confirmed Wednesday that
her husband told Rep. Gene
Snyder (R-Ky.) of a plot to.
assassinate King. Mrs. Baird
said, her husband, a retjfed
Loyisville (Ky.) policengin,
told/Snyder of a plot invq]v-
ing|police officers and {BI
agents. PP
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"Man Indicte
In Threat fo
Kill Mrs. King

- Baltimore, Md, — AP — A
reputed Ku Klux Klan leader
linked to an alleged plot to
sabotage military facilities
and a civil rights group’s of-
fice has been indicted on a
federal charge of threatening
to kill the widow of the Rev,
Martin Luther King Jr.

William, Marx Aitcheson,
of Clarksville, Md., was
charged in a one count indict-
ment with mailing a letter
containing a threat against
the life of Coretta Scott King,
the widow of the late civil
rights leader.

The letter, mailed about
Feb. 20, 1976, and addressed
to Mrs. King’s Atlanta home,
said she would be killed if she
did not stay off the Universi-
ty of Maryland’s College
Park campus, where Aitche-
son is a communications ma-
jor, the indictment said.

No date was set for Aitche-
son’s arraignment, although
an HBI spokesman said Wgd-
nesdyy there were no imjy
diat4{ plans to take him ifito
cusipdy on the fedeial

charge. *'/'J
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ecrutmen,
ffort fo Kil
KingRelated

Louisville, Ky. — AP —

Mary Baird confirmed Wed-| -

nesday that her husband told
Rep. Gene Snyder (R-Ky.)
about an alleged plot to as-
sassinate Martin Luther King
Jr.

j It sure- has be
d,” Mrs. Baird said. “He
‘d it just got to bothering

Mrs. Baird, 44, said her
husband, Clifton, 50, a retired
Louisville policeman, told
Snyder about an alleged plot
involving Louisville police-
men and FBI agents.

Snyder said last week that
a mgan told him he had been
offbred $500,000 on two oc-
cajfons to kill King. He de-
cljjed to name the man.
‘however.

Mrs. Baird said her hus-
band retired from the Louis-
ville Police Department sev-
eral years ago after 27 years
on the force. “He told me
about this when I first mar-
ried him, seven years ago,”
she said in an interview. “I

think he thought he wasn’t '

going to be believed.”

Mrs. Baird said she be-

* lieved one reason her hus-
band came forward with the
allegation was because ‘fe
wants to know why somedie
as|kd him” to kill King, wjjo

wi$ assassinated in MempHF, .

Tein., in 1968.

L\cx de it,” Mrs, Baird said.

and that’s why he con-

: t¥cted Mr. Snyder.”

Her husband, before con-

© tacting Snyder, told one of

James Earl Ray's attorneys
about the alleged plot, she
said. Mrs. Baird said her hus-
band was “discouraged” af-
ter talking with the attorney.
Ray is serving 99 years in
prison for slaying King.

The $500,000 offer alleged-
ly was made two or three
years before King was killed,
according to an “informed
source” quoted by the Ken-
tucky Post, which identified
Baird as the man who wrote
to Snyder.

w aird told his wife “he waff

| 0 w red $500,000 to kill

Kijg and “he didn’t appr
v/
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-[Probers Claim Unity, New|

Assassination Datd

t ANashington, D, C. ~UPI

e House Assassinati

ittee Tuesday prepar
case for survival, prij«
claiming new found unity
among its members and fresh'
but uncorroborated informa-
tion on the killings of John F.
Kennedy and Martin Luther

King Jr. '

. “The House Rules Commit-
tee approved a resolution 9 to
4 Monday to continue the
panel for the rest of this Con-
gress beyond its scheduled
March 31 termination date.
The House is expected to take
‘§t up Wednesday.

Earlier, the committee is-
sued its first report of the
{Jear, claiming new leads in
‘phe King killing and indi
‘Hions that the Warren Co¥
ijmission was wrong in at le

e Kennedy murder.

{ The committee got in}

* trouble when it asked for $
million over two years =
since. cut to $5.6 million —
and was further jeopardized
when Rep. Henry Gonzalez
(D-Tex.) resigned as its chair-
man after failing to get sup-
port in his effort to fire chief
counsel Richard Sprague.

Gonzalez renewed his
complaints in a speech Mon-.
day, charging that he was
treated shabbily and repeat-
- ing his demands that Sprague
be fired. .

The panel’s report noted

that the Warren Commission.

concluded that Lee Harvi
Dswald, Kennedy’s kill

whnd Jack Ruby,-who in tu
illed Oswald, did not knoj

But the committee’ said
thad found a witness nev
|before questioned w

lai | erat( s !
aimed to have been intr a Louisville policeman in &

duced to Oswald by Ruby
before the Kennedy assassi-
nation.

- The committee also
claimed several new leads
indicating that Oswald was
associated with CIA support-
ed anti-Castro groups as well
as having connections with
the CIA and FBL

“The most important de-
velopment” in the King kill-
ing, said the report, is James

zhe willingness -of Ray to

assassination plot agains

King. (Scripps-Howard re-
porters said that Clifton
. Baird, 50, told the committee.
Monday that he had been of-
fered $500,000 to kill King.)
The panel said it wanted
more information on how
Ray got $7,000 for his trips
abroad after the King killing.
It will investigate pub-
lished reports that a member
of Ray’'s family might have.

3

: ’Fe aspect of its inquiry iflo|.

Earl Ray’s willingness to talk . information about Ray’s

AN

to the panel, which he did in claim that he had an associate

\

interviews in the penitentiary In Memphis at the time of the :

in Tennessee last week and King killing.

again Monday. Ray is servfig i"Extensive ballistic test

a 99 year sentence for §je| [Will be made of the rifle thai
illing. | ‘\k_ay is said to have used td.

| The report developed iol'killKing. . :

¥

—— x-

B T |
.new unpublished informati
fhnd rules panel members i)%
mored it while questioning
i{Rep. Louis Stokes (D-Ohio),
"the new chairman, about the
Gonzalez-Sprague dispute.

The findings of the com-
mittee, in addition to the in-
formation about Oswald and
Ruby and about Ray being
willing to talk, include:

The association of Oswald
-with the CIA backed group
suggests that “his, reported.
pro-Castro activities and pos-
_sibly his alleged trip to Mexi-
co City may have been de-
signed to mask those associa-
tions.”

“Documents in the posses-
sion of the FBI ... which
indicate that the bureau de
ritroyed relevant evidence ang

'broffered misleading state

MI ONTY L4-388
62-1178
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%]Assassinaﬁon |
Panel Claims
New Evidence

Washington, D.C. — UPI
— The House Assassination '

Committee, seeking to per-

suade Congress to keep it in !

‘business  past Thursday, said

it has new but “uncorrobor-’

" ated” evidence on the killings
of John F. Kennedy and Mar-
" tin Luther King.

The panel’s first formal
report of the year was issued
while the Rules Committee
considered its bid for contin-

- uation, agnd on
- floor former Chairman Henry

Gonzalez (D-Tex.) was re- .

peating his bitter criticism of

the chief committee counsel,

‘Richard Sprague.
Gonzalez in an hourlong

" speech ‘repeated allegations

Sprague exceeded his author-
ity and the House leadership
abandoned - him when he
sought unsuccessfully to fire
Sprague. Gonzalez then re-
signed as chairman. -

" The panel had been given

only temporary life to March

because of opposition
1js budget request for !
{pillion over two years a
ouse weariness of the G

zales-Sprague squabble.

he House

-information of a “conspira-

i 1Its report offered no new ‘
indications of its discoveriey)'
dince its inception last Sej

'lember. j

It said, *“The most impord¥
‘tant development in the King.
investigation is the willing-
ness of James Earl Ray ... to

.talk to the committee.”

Sprague and other commit- |
tee investigators last week
interviewed Ray at the
Brushy Mountain State Peni- !
tentiary in Tennessee, where
he is serving 99 years for kill-
ing King. ‘

" The panel also said”it had

¢y” to kill King, reportedly
from a now deceased infor-.
mant for what the report
described only as ‘“‘a Southern
police department.”

The panel noted the War- "

‘ren Commission,” which de-

cided Lee Harvey Oswald
cted alone in killing Kenne-
y, concluded Oswald never
new his own Killer, Jack
,UbY- A— |
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| JFKKing |
Prober
Resugns

- Washington, D.C, —AP~—
Rlchard Sprague, embattled
chief counsel to the House
Assassination Committee, '
resigned Wednesday after
being told -the House would
kill the investigation if he
remaxned on the job.

The committee accepted
the resignation’ at an emer- '
gency meeting Wednesday.‘
Some members insisted, |
however, that he had not
been asked to quit,

The House scheduled a
vote for later Wednesday on
whether to continue the in-
vestigation of the murders of
President John F. Kennedy |
and the Rev. Martin Luther
King Jr. If the vote is nega-
tive, the.committee expires at
midnight.

Sprague submitted a two
sentence resignation, effec- !
tive immediately, after a 314 |
hour meeting Tuesday night
with committee Chairman

ion even if asked.
rague was reported to
e put of town and not avail-
ablg for comment.
s letter sald”he resigned
“with the hope that the Con-
grels can now proceed with
the;challenge of seefrig that
thege investigations are pur-
suefl promptly.”

Siprague had become con-
troyersial after he requested
$6.§ million a year to conduct
thetprobe for two years. The
House balked at that figure,
despite Sprague’s argument
thaf he ‘needed the money

because he could not rely on,

exi§ting agencies like the FBI
or the CIA, since their con-
du ) was a part of his probe.

e

Angry - battle between

prague. and .the committee’s
irst chairman, Rep. Henry

5 1 GonzaleZ (D-Tex.), who ree
rrould not retract his resigna« -

signed earlier this month.

In another development;.a
witness contacted by the
Assassination Committee in
its investlgatlon was. found

.dead Tuesday in'Palm: Beach,

Fla., of what police said ap=

peared to be a self,mfhcted

shotgun wound. '
- The victim, George
de Mohrenschildt, 65, of Dal-
Aas, Tex., a geologist who
taught French at Bishop Col-
lege, reportedly-had been an
- acquaintance of Lee Harvey.
Oswald and his wife Marina.

Palm Beach County 'Sher-.
iff’s Tt. Richard Sheets said
there was “no reason to sus-
pect anything other than sui-
cide but the investiation is
continuing.” He said no sui-
cide note was.found. But he

' o3 .. said'no. formal rulihg will be
E Thls‘dispute developed into o g Wi

made untlt aftér an autopsy i§
.conducted. . .
TAn assassination ~ commit--

Louis Stokes (D-Ohio) and
«several other members of the
panel, sources said,

“Shown Figures”

. “He was convinced by
some members that a head
count indicated strongly that
the resolution to reconstitute
the committee would fail on:
the floor of the House.if he
remained,” a source said.
fyas shown~figures. He fe

ere was’ nothing left b{
m to do but resign.”
The source said Sprague

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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A"')rmer fnend ot Lee Harvey, S

kuu}d himself within hours after an i estxgator for the
Houze Assassinations: Committee atte;ngted to. inger-
view hxm, authormes ruled Wednesday in

e aresagidAves’ 4 PSRN TR

The Palm Beach’ County medicai exammer “said“an!
auto:sy of George de Mohrenschildt showed the fatal
wmmd was '‘conducive to.that of a self-mfhcted gun-
shot,’ ar'cordmg to shenff’s Lt. RJchard Sheets. e 2910

I T S R sy ancely p

Co'nmxt‘ee mvest1gators had been trymg to contact
de I."ohrerschildt even though the Warren Commission
conc'uded there was no: evidence linking . I'um to the
slaying of- PresmentJohnF Kennedy T

The Tiouse later- Wednesday voted to extend itsi mves-
tization of the assassinations of Kennedy and the Rev.
Maftin Luther ng Jr.;

-

L Bets Said his offxce would consnder the autopsy r 1.

sult-vefore” decxdmg next: week whether to close tife]

cisd.
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of the woodwork” to- change t
E on Tuesday wasa suxctde

e have the’ gunshot on tape,”? Shi A
t.mt there were no_sounds of .anyone; elsein’

Tue y:‘, v SURS g o
‘Deé Molirenschxldt. a geologrst who taught'l"renctrr !
Rishop College. in Dallas, had known.bo
kis wife Maréna."“’

_A ons _ cornrmttee rnvesngatorsJad :h e
trying to find de. Mohrensch dt,. 65, and n,1

Gaeton Fonzr went to the palatial three sjory
.mansion of Mrs. Charles Tilton III, where de Mohren-
schildt was visiting a relative. He said that when Fonzi
asked to see de Mohrenschildt, he was told-by de Moh- |
renschildt’s daughter that he was not at. home andfleftu
‘eay.n" he would return that evemng L

Body Found by Daughter -

“The man (] body was found by his daughter, Alexan-
drz, 33, several hours later. He'had been shot:in ‘the
head and a 20 gauge shotgun lay nearby, Sheets said. He
said there was no suicide’ note e il e 0TS o

“At the time of the shootmg. he was alone in the
house except for two maids who said they did. not hear
the shot,” Sheets said. o P @mﬁ, N

the House Assassinations Commlttee ‘Was. eager to
question de Mohrenschildt about a report that he knew
}1 advance what Oswald planned to do. Tl e

But de Mohrenschildt’s extensive testrmony gave n
nt of what Dutch journalist William Oltmans recently}.
,' ,allen a “shocking confession” that he knew of Os}.!
wald’s plans and felt “responsrble for Oswald’s behav ‘
ior T

" _The commrssnon concluded de Mohrenschtldt did not
“know-Oswald had told his wife Marina. that he was
“20ing to get some money,” and had only by accident™
learned that Oswald had trred to assassmate Gen Edwm
Walker..j. e el

‘ xneni Oswald Well'

However, de Mohrenschrldt s testxmony mdrcated
that he knew Oswald's character well and mnght have :
_ guessed. ‘other plans. i

. “While de Mohrenschrldt and his wrte Jeanne were
~isiting the Cswalds, Mrs. de Mohrenschildt opened a
close: door and exclaimed, “Look, George, .they have a
gur}\1 1'e"e. What ls that" That looks hke a telescoprc
sirht. 3 e : .

“Marina Oswald sard. "That crazy llet 1s target prac-
tiving sl the time.” - e

De Mohrenschildt, talkmg in the apartment doorw.“ -
.th Oswald 'said in a joking tone, “Are you then ti e 4
© gy who took a potshot at Gen. Walker?” _ .

“De Mol'renschrldt testmed Oswald’s reactron wa an
siveaway. Ce T <

wxle were actmg out of klndness L.

1 commlttee ‘would lose its-battle to stay alive by 20 votes 1

""" The maneuver failed, 226 to'185, at’te; Stokes saxd the -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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- “He sort of shriveled, you see, when T asked thrs-"v

e -

F 4 "Mv ey

The Warren Commission concluded that Oswald was
the man. who shot at Walker, narrowly mxssmg hts

Oswud Conhded thtle

“These and many other reterences mdicated de Moh-
renschtldt, a close observer of human nature, was able
to.guess- much about Oswald although Oswald conhded
" very little....: = , :

‘De Mohrenschlldt expressed remorse for havmg inno- )
cently helped Oswald with financial and other prob-
lems. His testimony indicated he might also have felt
' guilt if he had guessed the plan to kxll Kennedy and drd
_nothing to stop it. £ : i

“It was just a n'usfortune that we helped them,"“de
Mohrenschildt testified. “We shouldn’t have done 1t. We
should have known better.,” . . P

- Albert Jenner Jr., assnstant commlssron counsel
. sought ‘through hours.of questioning to find a motive
beyond charity in de Mohrenschildt's triendship with
Oswald in Fort Worth, Tex., and later in Dallas l-le :
foyind none. : e By

Hn reference to Oswald’s attracnve wrte, Jex ner
-asked de Mohrenschrldt if he ever courted pretty wom-
ek v 7 . :

I still do. I hope I do until the day I dle," he saxd But
in his description of the Oswalds’ poverty, “horrible
surroundings and dull life,” he made it clear he and his

N Pnnel’s Life Extended

The final vote on continuing the exxstence ot the«
committee for two more years, which has been in hot
water since the first day of the current legislative ses-.
sion, was 230 to 181. Without the approval, the commxt-
_tee would have died at midnight Thursday.: - |

- Committee Charrman Louis Stokes (D- Ohlo) sald. af-
ter the vote he believed the approval.came only because,
the committee’s controversial chief counsel, .chhard A.;
. Sprague, resigned earlier in the day in an effort to savef
the mvesttgatlon X : 5

Stokes said an informal survey 'l‘uesday mdtcated the

1f Sprague had remained. i

B ‘.ﬂ M
* The final vote came after opponents Pf the comm:ttee
tned to. get the House.to hold a rare secret sessron
“hear evrdence the-.committee has uncovered

" committee feared information ‘such-as.the namesj of
- -witnesses the committee had talked to or wants to falk
to would leak out and put their lives in danger. — ...




(Indicate page, name of -

‘ J ) ] dé Mohrenschildt, who has
f Oswalanend
el spell out itsewdénce. . |Kennedy s assassination. - -
S*was responsible for’* the i ‘linvestigator ‘missed him
mmittee. -

r de Mohrenschildt,  had _indi-

Ieased Wednesday night-after
~inA 963 and the Rev. Martin

(Mount C"Ppmg in Space Below)
. Tannenbaum said he had
P Suicide Victim =, [romitni
been described by Florida
sources as a former CIA
agent who had been-operat-
Ei‘ ing in Haiti at the time of
b |
ﬁa‘ ‘Washmgton D.C. —~ A . . The committee recently
ian born ;;rofessor who szﬁ tﬁ ﬁgo;l; vsvtar)ietief:?;t c} ‘traced deMohrenschildt to
Sappareatly killed himself fin’ iz mef ‘that leaks of’the; wit-_ ‘Paim Beach and sent an in-
vnFlorida Tuesday had said he Hpesle: ‘Ivestigatar to talk to him. The
'actwmes of-Lee -Harvey
/2Qswald in Dallas, according’
.- 330 prevously secret.-minutes
*ipf the House- Assassmatxon
%’The ‘minutes of c]osed
‘gasxon March 17 also includ-
:f;ed tanmony that-the profes-
Tsor yi..G.eorge
“cated that “there were others
- mvolved in the actual shoot-
ing"” of John F. Kennedy. -
.- uThe transcript was re-
7:1he panel won House approv-
~al continue for two more
~yeprs its mvestlgatnon of
-Ke edy’s murder in Dallas
> Tutber King Jr.)s death -in
“Memphis in-1968. The 230 to
~181 vote occurred only hours
s anex the controversial chief

ucounsel Rlchard Sprague,
&stgnednw R LA
fAmong Wxsconsm -coqg-
'gressmen, Democrat Robelt
Z*Cornell and Republican Wil-
»_fliém Steiger voted against tk
Jiwo year extension. Dem
vcrat Clement Zablocki did not
‘tvote. All others voted 10 ex-
"itezdﬂxepanel] : ’*“N

T PledgeMade

e» committee’s new

, Rep. Louis Stokes

Qhio), .pledged that it

—smuld “Jay ‘to restall“the

- and rumors of ru-

X mors™ about the Kennedy and
’"Kinvamnatxons. R

:Stokes said he expected to .

ﬁobtam a $2.7 million budget’
“ﬁns year. At one point, the
-"panel had asked for $6.5 mil-
gﬁm i X R cmpe i
5 .Stokes had told the House
= the committee was pursuing
r>now leads and talking to new
“witnesses.. But “critics d}-
»~mhnding proof tried to forje
--th} first secret House sessic
= since the 1880s to make th@

g .:wl; Tuesday morning and sald he

:@deMohrenschlldt a 65\ year

v jold‘language professor, was:
found s Tuesday: - in. the" Palm.

"fBeacb (Fla) home’of his sis-
W' ter-in-law in'what pollce said
Jdwas suicide, %

-.'I'a nenbaum said Willei
“*Qltinans, a: Dutch journalijt
+wih had covered the Kenny
dy assassmauon, approa.ch

the commxttee to say “he by
friejded @ fellow who loonis

inv{stigation. His name Js
Ged ge de Mohrenschildt,”

*. Oltmans; according to the
transcript, said
de Mohrenschildt had been in
contact with him for 11 years
and had visited him in Hol-
land several weeksago. = .

"~ “The purpose of his trip
was to divulge for the first

.| time his knowledge of the.
1 dent, and he indicated that he

.| activity, and that there were
_ﬁ'others involved in the actual
' shooting. of the president,”
Tannenbaum reported.’

assassmatlon of the presi-

was responsible for Oswald’s

.“What_is significant, of
" course,”. Tannenbaum told
the committee, “is that
‘George* de Mohrenschildt is’
one person — I really have to
underscore .this —, who is
involved - with--Lee -"Harvey
Oswald as a part of history;
that is, he ‘befriended Oswald
and had his daughter care for
Oswald’s . wife and. child
while Oswald was living gt 2
"YMEA in Texas; so:he |
perlon that is not a2 John Ijoe,
whd.is coming forward, §i
ing B confession to someone

RS T

Jf fAccording: to ‘the. tran- -
scb t, staff member -Robert. |

'would return that night.
h‘ ‘Palm Beach pohce and a
medical examiner  said
de Mohrenschildt "committed
suicide at the home-of social-
ite Charles -Tilton III about
2:30 p.m. that day by putting
the barrel of a shotgun in his
mouth and pulling the trig-
ger.

,Authontxes said a.tape re-
corder being used to tran-
scribe a television progrpm
recprded the gunshot ¢nd
1 tha} there were rio soundsjof
anypne in the backgroundjas
de Mohrenschildt died.

jnthe media” |, . sus4, ¢
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(Memphis, Tenn. —UPI— The march and the song

cre the same, but the spirit that marked the civil
rights movement of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. |
appeared to be missing. :
. Only 800 of a hoped for 5,000 marchers braved a-
drizzling rain Monday to walk the downtown Streets in

" @ milelong memorial service marking the ninth anniver- -

sary of King’s assassination April 4, 1968. )

Later at the City Auditorium, there were speeches by
labor and civil rights leaders, including Jerry Wurf,
president of the American Federation of State, County
and Municipal Employes, and Ben Hooks, incoming di-
rector of the NAACP. - -

“You might have killed a dreamer, but you can’t kill .
e dream,” Hooks said. “Tell it to the children that |

art}n Luther King died so we would have a right to
e, ) .

MI ONLY LL-388
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Memphis, Tenn, — UP[ —
Crowds marched beneath the
motel balcony where the
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.
was assassinated nine years
ago Monday in a demonstra-
tion aimed at keeping alive
the dream of the slain civil
rights leader. '

But a march leader said the
movement King led during
the 1960s appears to have
waned. March officials had
hoped as many as 5,000
marchers would take part,
but rainy weather apparently
kept many away. When the
crowd was asked to sing “We
Shall Overcome,” many did
not know the words and had
to hum along.

An estimated 800 persons,
most of them black, took part
in the march to the Lorraine
Motel to eulogize the Nobel
Peace Prize winner.

King was killed on April 4,
1968, as he stood on the bal-
cony of the Lorraine. He was
the victim of a bullet: police
said ‘was fired from a high
powered rifle from a flop-
house across the street.

King’s convicted killer,
James Earl Ray, is serving a
99 year prison sentence for
the assassination but has

ben talking with investigel}
tiis of the House Assassina)]
pns Committee in hopes 0]

nning a new trial.

MI ONLY
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Stirring Dust;Spreading Dlstru*st;

The House has voted to continue the Select Corj-
miittee on Assassinations largely because, as Re. -
Richard Bolling (D-Mo.) said, the committee his
stirred up so much dust over the assassinations of -
John F. Kennedy and Martin Luther King that to-dis-
continue it would be seen as a coverup. = -

Yet, The Washington Post suggests that the com- .
mittee’s 14 page report on its activities to date |
_should be called “Twice Told Tales.” That’s about

xight. Nothing new in the report has been corrobora-

ted. And,much that is in 1t has been dlsclosed before ‘
nddxscarded AR PEREE IS

JThe commlttee has had a hectlc life. Its first chan'- )

man, Rep. Henry Gonzalez (D-Tex.), quit in a fig}]

. with the chief counsel, Richard Sprague. Recently}, .
Sprague himself quit and several top aides have lef!
As far as is known, the 67 member staff hasn’t come -
forward with a single verifiable instance that casts
new light on the assassinations: ~

George McMillan, author of “The Makmg ‘of an
Apsassin,” says of the committee: “I really don't

“4liink they should take things that have been cleared
up and talk about them so provocatively when they

~shouid know better.” Rep. John Dingell (D-Mich.)
told the House that the committee report contains
*not a smidgin of evidence.” Even Sprague, before
he quit, told committee members that information
gollected so far is much *“too raw and uncorroborat-
e«i for us to be stating publicly.”

But the committee report has gone public. It states
that George de Mohrenschildt, friend of Lee Harvey

“@swald, the man charged with assassinating Kenne-
dy, is “an important witness.” But the committee-

.mever talked with de Mohrenschild, who came out of

- @2-psychiatric ward recently and allegedly said he -

-%knew of a plot against Kennedy and who was in it.
-The: other day, de Mohrenschlldt kmed mmself ’

:'What does that prove? ...

he report also focuses on Orest Pena, a New Ox‘.'

Jezins bar operator. He has changed the testimony h
-@aye to the Warren Commission, which investigate;
.iké Kennedy slaying. Pena now says that he saw

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Os“. 1d meétﬂ‘ several times with an FBI agent. But

the pgent denies it. And Pena told his story some™
time} ago on a CBS-TV program called “The Amen- :

can ssassms, 801t1sntnew BRI

These are 1ust two samples of the kmd of stuft'
that the committee is issuing, giving status to rumors

and myths, spreadmg susplcnon and crazy conclu-_

sions.. . . 0T

The assassmatlons have been much m the pubhc
eye lately. Some legitimate questions can be raised.
There is need for careful investigation to see wher

thdltruth lies and to clear up mysteries and doubt}.

But] unfortunately, the committee so far has not giv
en pnyone reason to trust elther its judgment or its
truthfulness.

NG
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?Pmsecumr Urged |

As JFK, King Prober

‘Washington, D.C. — AP —
Richard A. Sprague, who re-
signed under pressure as
chief counsel for the House
Assassinations Committee,
said Monday that President
Carter should appoint a spe-
cial prosecutor to investigate
the killings of John F. Kenne-
dy and the Rev. Martin Lu-
ther King. ’

Sprague said he does not
believe the House committee
can get the facts in exther

assassination because lt ‘is a‘g

political animal.”

“They (committee mem-

bers) play to what they be-
lieve to be the public will,”
he told a news conference.

* “They play to what they be-
lieve will be good press and
good headlines.”

Sprague resigned as staft
director and chief counsel of
the committee two weeks

, ago when it appeared the

“House would kill the investi-.

gation if he remained on the
: ]ob After his departure, the
.House voted, 230 to 181, to
continue the probe.

Sprague had become an
_ issue because many members
of Congress resented what
they saw as a victory for him
when Rep. Henry B. Gonza-
lez (D-Tex.) resigned as
chairman of the committee i
“h feud with Sprague.

he committee was create;
, before the November elec-

Sprague said" he behev:\

tions to get votes from black
people who want the facts on
the King assassination ‘“with
the idea that it would end
after that.”

He said he believes Presi-
dent Carter should appoint a
special prosecutor with ade-
quate funding and an inde-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

pendent staff that would re-
port only after the two inves-
tigations were completed.

Turning to aspects of the]
assassinations, Sprague quot
ed a J. Edgar Hoover memc

as saying some FBI agent:
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doubt the man- the:>CIA
Jecorded -in Mexico: City_be
ilore President John F. Kenne
dy’s assassination was>Le

" Not Embassy Caller . ‘

Sprague quoted ‘the latev
FBI director as. saying FBI
agents, who knew. Oswald’s
voice, listened - to the -CIA
recordings of a man contact-
ing the Soviet and Cuban
embassies in Mexico City
before the assassination.
“The voice was not Os-
wald’s,” they were quoted as
saying. » .

Sprague 'sald the memo
was uncovered recently and
indicated the FBI agents lis-
tened to the tapes after Ken- .

nedy was assassinated, con- -

tradicting a CIA story that
the tapes were erased before
the assassination.

Sprague said he did not '
know what that would mean . !

if true.

“There.well could havek
been a conspiracy that arose |

after the assassination in
which certain agencies felt
that it" would be an embar-
assment to show certain re-
stionships with Oswald}”
prague said. “I don’t knowi”

The Warren - Commissi 0. |

cluded that Oswald acte
lohe in killing Kennedy.,

Ray Disputes Version

Sprague quoted James Earl
Ray as saying he had outside
help in a conspiracy in which
King was assassinated — but
that there was no “Raoul” as
previously claimed by Ray.

Ray has contended repeat-
edly in the -past that he
thought he was involved in a
gun running operation direct-
d by “Raoul” and did -no
Jealize it was a conspiracy tq
ifssassinate King until King

as kllled

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Columbus, Ohio — UPI —
An inmate at the Ohio Peni-
tentiary Treatment and Re-
ception Center here has
claimed he can identify one
of two CIA agents he met
with nine years ago to dis-
cuss with the Mafia the as-
sassination of the Rev. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr., it was
reported Wednesday.

Scripps-Howard ' newspa-
pers, in a copyrighted story
by William Pillar, said Myron
Billett, 52, alias Paul Buccilli,
said he would divulge the
names of CIA and FBI agents
who offered the Mafia $1
million to kill King only to
the House Select Committee
on Assassinations,

The ailing convict, who
claims he was an undercover
agent for the FBI while
working for the Mafia, says
he has information linking
the CIA and FBI with a con-
spiracy to kill King.

Ed Evans, chief investiga-
tor for the Assassinations
mittee, told Scripps-

\rd newspapers he was
orde d to-interview Billett
mittee Chairman Rep.

The order came after saying, “We wouldn't touch

" Scripps-Howard newspapers the King’ deal for any amount

revealed Billett’s intention. to
testify despite his fears that
by doing so he would place
his life in jeopardy.

Billett said he was willing
to come out of hiding after-
recent published stories fy
of alleged conspiracies in fhe
assassinations of both K{ig
and President John F. Kengg-

dy.

Billett said he and a wom-
an friend with Mafia ties set
up the meeting early in.Janu-
ary, 1968, between the CIA
and FBI agents with the late
Carlo Gambino, who headed
one of New York's Mafia
families. It was at a hidea-

-way motel in Apalachin, N.Y.

Billett said the woman would
corroborate his story.

Billett said he was accom-
panied to the motel by a close
associate. Gambino was there
with his bodyguard. Two CIA
men and only one FBI agent
attended the hourlong meet-
ing that ended he said, when
the federal -operators s{id,
“We'll have to make otlgr
arrangements.”

{oms Stokes (D-Ohio). ae——Billett quoted Gambino as,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

of money.”

Evans told Scrlpps-Howard‘

that Billett's stature asa wit-

- ness was heightened by. the

fact Billett, in letters to the
newspaper’s Columbus bu-.
reau, -told of m

tween Lee Harvey Oswald

and Jack Ruby two weeks
be{o(rie Kennedy was assassi-
ate .

iBillett told of the Ruby- |

gwald meeting in a letter
1 newspapers on Aug.’1{

. "BUt up to now I dldn*
thmk anyone would believe
me,” Billett said.

ays CIA Talked of Killing Kin
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“Panel Pares, OKs
'Kipg Probe Budgel

_.A} House: administrati n-
sublommittee Wednesday
approved.a $2.5 million budg-
et for the Assassination

Committee. Among items cut .
_from .the budget request.was:
+$124,800 to pay staff mem--

bers who took voluntary pay.

_cuts when the panel's status

-was in jeopardy. - -

The investigative panel
originally asked for $6.5 mil-
lion for 1977, but then
pruped the request to $36
milijon to carry out its probps
intc} the assassinations ¢f

Johit F. Kennedy and Martin_

Luther Kifg Jr.. e
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(Hount Clipping in Space Below)

]

Reporters M

¥ (c)Washlngton Post Service -
‘Washington, D.C. — . The
House Assassination Commit-
tee may investigate some of
the reporters assigned to cov-
er the inquiry into the deaths
of President John F. Kennedy
~ and Martin Luther King Jr.,
according to committee
rne ber Walter Fauntroy.
Fiuntroy (D-D.C.) said on
Sun fay’s ‘‘America’s Black
Forhm’® on WMAL-TV,

Washington that he especial-

| INews in Brief]|

v g RS

ay Be Prc obed

ly ‘was annoyed at ‘sorne re-
porters for stories that sug-
gested that the committee
had found nothing new in its
_investigations.

Fauntroy, the chairman of
the subcommittee investigat-
ing the King assassination,
did not name the journalists '
he had in mind, but he vowed |
to- find out if any of thpm
were CIA . agents conspirjng
to undermine the commiitee
‘with unfavorable publicity.

1 -MI~62-1178
I1-44-388
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

w‘shington’ DoCc — UPI
- James Earl Ray said Mon-
day he was in a gas station
having his car serviced when
the Rev. Martin Luther King
Jr. was killed,

Ray, who pleaded guilty to
the 1968 assassination of the
civil rights leader, said in a
filmed interview broadcast
Monday on ABC’s ‘“‘Good
Morning America’” that a
man named Raoul might be
responsible for the murder.

Ray was interviewed in his
ison cell at Brushy Moun-
[lin Park Prison in Tennessee
Mark Lane, the author
Jho claims the assassinations

of both King and President
Kennedy were the result of
conspiracies and not the sin-
gle. deeds of Ray and Lee
Harvey Oswald.

Lane appeared on the ABC
program and showed parts of
his interview with Ray, who
is seeking a new trial.

He said Ray may have
pleaded guilty as a result of
“inhuman, torturous condi-
tions” he was subjected to in
prison and that a clue as to
the identity of Raoul might
be contained in a recent
statement by Ray in which he
described a calling card

Ray Says Car Was Being Fixe

“which may have had the
‘name of a contact for Reoul.”

“This card and the story
that Ray -told me is now
being investigated by the
House Select Committee on
Assassinations,’”” Lane sald.
The committee itself has in-
gerviewed Ray four times so

'ar. .
As for his precise move-

ments on April 4, 1968, when

King was shot, Ray said:

“At that time, I intended to
g0 to a movie ... I recalled
that I had car trouble the da)
before. I doubled back
service the car. I believ(:

H

hat's close away from thi:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

tion, he said, “I ran into &*
(police) roadblock in the
immediate vicinity of where
the shooting was supposed to
have taken place. There have
been. police statements that
they waved me off. Anyhow
I went to New Orleans.”

The FBI, which investigat-
ed the King murder and a
Justice Department review
earlier this year, concluded
that all the evidence showe
Ray Kkilled King with a rifl
he is-known to have boug

~several days before.
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WANTED kei

CONSPIRACY; INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ESCAPE

JAMES EARL RAY

Photographs taken 1975 FBI No. 405,942 G

__INDEXED
31977 37
KEE

JUN131S
FBI—MILWAU

SEARCHED

2L
SERIALIZED ___OFILED

Aliases: Paul Bridgeman, Eric Starvo Galt, W. C. Herron, Harvey Lowmyer, James McBride,
James O’Conner, Raymond George Sneyd, James Walton, James Walyon, John Willard, “Jim,”

and others. DESCR'PTION

Age: 49, born March 10, 1928, Quincy or Alton I1linois (not supported by bn‘th records)

Height: 5°10” = Eyese Blue .. wnn

Weight: 170 pounds Complexion: Medium

Build: Medium Race: White

Hair: Black, graying Nationality: American

Occupations: Baker, color matcher, laborer

Scars and Marks: Small scar on center of forehead and small scar on palm of right hand.

Remarks: Noticeably protruding left ear; reportedly a lone wolf; allegedly attended dance
instruction school; reportedly completed course in bartending.

Social Security Number Used: 334-22-6876

Fingerprint Classification: 16 M 9 U O0OO 12 Ref: 9

M4 W IOI 12
NCIC: 16 13 41 PO 12 12 DI 153 BRI 17

CRIMINAL RECORD

Ray has been convicted of murder, burglary, robbery, forging U. S. Postal money orders, armed
robbery, operating motor vehicle without owner’s consent.

CAUTION

RAY, AT TIME OF ESCAPE, WAS SERVING A NINETY-NINE-YEAR SENTENCE FOLLOWING
HIS CONVICTION FOR 1ST DEGREE MURDER WHEREIN A FIREARM WAS USED. CCNSIDER
ARMED AND EXTREMELY DANGEROUS.

A Federal warrant was issued on June 11, 1977, at Knoxville, Tennessee, charging Ray with conspiracy
to violate the Unlawful Flight Statute (Title 18, U. S. Code, Section 371, and Title 18, U. S. Code, Sec-
* tion 1073.)

.IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION CONCERNING THIS PERSON, PLEASE NMOTIFY ME OR CONTACT YOUR
LOCAL FBI OFFICE. TELEPHONE NUMBERS AND ADDRESSES OF ALL FBI OFFICES LISTED ON BACK.

DIRECTOR

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESAIGATION
Entered NCIC UNITED STATES DEPARTMEKT OF JUSTICE
Wanted Flyer 500 WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535
st A TELEPHONE: 202 324-3000

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




WANTED ksi

CONSPIRACY; INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ESCAPE

JAMES EARL RAY

Photographs taken 1975 FBI No. 405,942 G

Aliases: Paul Bridgeman, Eric Starvo Galt, W. C. Herron, Harvey Lowmyer, James McBride,
James O’Conner, Raymond George Sneyd, James Walton, James Walyon, John Willard, “Jim,”

gl DESCRIPTION

Age: 49, born March 10, 1928, Quincy or Alton, Illinois (not supported by birth records)

Height: 5°10” Eyes: Blue

Weight: 170 pounds Complexion: Medium

Build: Medium Race: White

Hair: Black, graying Nationality: American

Occupations: Baker, color matcher, laborer

Scars and Marks: Small scar on center of forehead and small scar on palm of right hand.

Remarks: Noticeably protruding left ear; reportedly a lone wolf; allegedly attended dance
instruction school; reportedly completed course in bartending.

Social Security Number Used: 334-22-6876

Fingerprint Classification: 16 M 9 U O0OO 12 Ref: 9

M4 WIOI 12
NCIC: 16 15 11 PO 12 42 DISI3-PI 17

CRIMINAL RECORD

Ray has been convicted of murder, burglary, robbery, forging U. S. Postal money orders, armed
robbery, operating motor vehicle without owner’s consent.

CAUTION

RAY, AT TIME OF ESCAPE, WAS SERVING A NINETY-NINE-YEAR SENTENCE FOLLOWING

HIS CONVICTION FOR 1ST DEGREE MURDER WHEREIN A FIREARM WAS USED. CCNSIDER
ARMED AND EXTREMELY DANGEROUS.

A Federal warrant was issued on June 11, 1977, at Knoxville, Tennessee, charging Ray with conspiracy
to violate the Unlawful Flight Statute (Title 18, U. S. Code, Section 371, and Title 18, U. S. Code, Sec-
tion 1073.)

‘IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION CONCERNING THIS PERSON, PLEASE NOTIFY ME OR CONTACT YOUR
LOCAL FBI OFFICE. TELEPHONE NUMBERS AND ADDRESSES OF ALL FBI OFFICES LISTED ON BACK.

DIRECTOR
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESLIGATION
Entered NCIC UNITED STATES DEPARTMEXT OF JUSTICE
Wanted Flyer 500 WAS HINGTON, D. C. 20535
June 11, 1977 TELEPHONE: 202 324-3000

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



WANTED Fsi

CONSPIRACY; INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ESCAPE

JAMES EARL RAY

Photographs taken 1975 FBI No. 405,942 G

Aliases: Paul Bridgeman, KEric Starvo Galt, W. C. Herron, Harvey L.owmyer, James McBride,
James O’Conner, Raymond George Sneyd, James Walton, James Walyon, John Willard, “Jim,”

and others. DESCRIPTION

Age: 49, born March 10, 1928, Quincy or Alton, Illinois (not supported by birth records)
Height: 5°10” Eyes: Blue

Weight: 170 pounds Complexion: Medium
Build: Medium Race: White

Hair: Black, graying Nationality: American

Occupations: Baker, color matcher, laborer

Scars and Marks: Small scar on center of forehead and small scar on palm of right hand.

Remarks: Noticeably protruding left ear; reportedly a lone wolf; allegedly attended dance
instruction school; reportedly completed course in bartending.

Social Security Number Used: 334-22-6876

Fingerprint Classification: 16 M 9 U 00O 12 Ref: 9

M4 W 101 12
NCID: 16 1501-PO-12 12 DI 13 Bl 17

CRIMINAL RECORD

Ray has been convicted of murder, burglary, robbery, forging U. S. Postal money orders, armed
robbery, operating motor vehicle without owner’s consent.

CAUTION

RAY, AT TIME OF ESCAPE, WAS SERVING A NINETY-NINE-YEAR SENTENCE FOLLOWING

HIS CONVICTION FOR 1ST DEGREE MURDER WHEREIN A FIREARM WAS USED. CCNSIDER
ARMED AND EXTREMELY DANGEROUS.

A Federal warrant was issued on June 11, 1977, at Knoxville, Tennessee, charging Ray with conspiracy
to violate the Unlawful Flight Statute (Title 18, U. S. Code, Section 371, and Title 18, U. S. Code, Sec-
tion 1073.)

‘IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION CONCERNING THIS PERSON, PLEASE NOTIFY ME OR CONTACT YOUR
LOCAL FBI OFFICE. TELEPHONE NUMBERS AND ADDRESSES OF ALL FBI OFFICES LISTED ON BACK.

DIRECTOR
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVES
Entered NCIC UNITED STATES DEPARTMEXT OF JUSTICE
Wanted Flyer 500 WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535
June 11, 1977 TELEPHONE: 202 324-3000

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



WANTED ksi

CONSPIRACY; INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ESCAPE

JAMES EARL RAY

Photographs taken 1975 FBI No. 405,942 G

Aliases: Paul Bridgeman, Eric Starvo Galt, W. C. Herron, Harvey Lowmyer, James McBride,
James O’Conner, Raymond George Sneyd, James Walton, James Walyon, John Willard, “Jim,”

and others. DESCR'PTION

Age: .49, born March 10, 1928, Quincy or Alton, Illinois (not supported by birth records)

Height: 5’107 ; Eyes: Blue
Weight: 170 pounds Complexion: Medium

Build: Medium Race: White
Hair: Black, graying Nationality: American

Occupations: Baker, color matcher, laborer
Scars and Marks: Small scar on center of forehead and small scar on palm of right hand.

Remarks: Noticeably protruding left ear; reportedly a lone wolf; allegedly attended dance
instruction school; reportedly completed course in bartending.
Social Security Number Used: 334-22-6876

Fingerprint Classification: 16 M 9 U 00O 12 Ref: 9

M4 W IOI 12
NCiG:=16 15 11 PO 1219 DI 13- Ph 17

CRIMINAL RECORD

Ray has been convicted of murder, burglary, robbery, forging U. S. Postal money orders, armed
robbery, operating motor vehicle without owner’s consent.

CAUTION

RAY, AT TIME OF ESCAPE, WAS SERVING A NINETY-NINE-YEAR SENTENCE FOLLOWING

HIS CONVICTION FOR 1ST DEGREE MURDER WHEREIN A FIREARM WAS USED. CCNSIDER
ARMED AND EXTREMELY DANGEROUS.

A Federal warrant was issued on June 11, 1977, at Knoxville, Tennessee, charging Ray with conspiracy
to violate the Unlawful Flight Statute (Title 18, U. S. Code, Section 371, and Title 18, U. S. Code, Sec-
tion 1073.)

.IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION CONCERNING THIS PERSON, PLEASE NOTIFY ME OR CONTACT YOUR
LOCAL FBI OFFICE. TELEPHONE NUMBERS AND ADDRESSES OF ALL FBI OFFICES LISTED ON BACK.

DIRECTOR
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVES
Entered NCIC UNITED STATES DEPARTMEKT OF JUSTICE
Wanted Flyer 500 WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535
June 11, 1977 TELEPHONE: 202 324-3000

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



WANTED fei

CONSPIRACY; INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ESCAPE

JAMES EARL RAY

Photographs taken 1975 FBI No. 405,942 G

Aliases: Paul Bridgeman, Eric Starvo Galt, W. C. Herron, Harvey Lowmyer, James McBride,
James O’Conner, Raymond George Sneyd, James Walton, James Walyon, John Willard, “Jim,”

and others. DESCR'PTION

Age: 49, born March 10, 1928, Quincy or Alton, Illinois (not supported by birth records)

Height: 5’107 Eyes: Blue
Weight: 170 pounds Complexion: Medium

Build: Medium Race: White
Hair: Black, graying Nationality: American

Occupations: Baker, color matcher, laborer

Scars and Marks: Small scar on center of forehead and small scar on palm of right hand.

Remarks: Noticeably protruding left ear; reportedly a lone wolf; allegedly attended dance
instruction school; reportedly completed course in bartending.

Social Security Number Used: 334-22-6876

Fingerprint Classification: 16 M 9 U 00O 12 Ref: 9

M4 W IOI 12
NCIG: 16 13 11 PO 12 12 DI=13-RE 14

CRIMINAL RECORD

Ray has been convicted of murder, burglary, robbery, forging U. S. Postal money orders, armed
robbery, operating motor vehicle without owner’s consent.

CAUTION

RAY, AT TIME OF ESCAPE, WAS SERVING A NINETY-NINE-YEAR SENTENCE FOLLOWING

HIS CONVICTION FOR 1ST DEGREE MURDER WHEREIN A FIREARM WAS USED. CCNSIDER
ARMED AND EXTREMELY DANGIEROUS.

A Federal warrant was issued on June 11, 1977, at Knoxville, Tennessee, charging Ray with conspiracy
to violate the Unlawful Flight Statute (Title 18, U. S. Code, Section 371, and Title 18, U. S. Code, Sec-
tion 1073.)

.IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION CONCERNING THIS PERSON, PLEASE NOTIFY ME OR CONTACT YOUR
LOCAL FBI OFFICE. TELEPHONE NUMBERS AND ADDRESSES OF ALL FBI OFFICES LISTED ON BACK.

DIRECTOR
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESAIGATION
Entered NCIC UNITED STATES DEPARTMENXNT OF JUSTICE
Wanted Flyer 500 WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535
June 11, 1977 TELEPHONE: 202 324-3000

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Vo New Informatiea

- New York Times, AP, UPI

Washington, D'C. — The!
House Assassinations Com-
mittee, which has been in|
‘operation for eight months, |
has come up with virtually no
new information or evidence
on the deaths of President
John F. Kennedy or the Rev. :
Martin Luther King Jr. ‘

And the committee has
found that much of the -so-
called new information on
which Congress based its de-
cision to reopen the investi-
gations is in error, accordillg
to a well placed. committ{le
sojfrce.
We certainly have con®
upl|with nothing earthshak-
ingf’ the source said, “and
much that witnesses tell us is
in conflict with what they
supposedly told people who
have written books about the
assassinations, and who have
provided the basic leads for
the committee to pursue.”

An examination by The
,New York Times has deter-
mined that it was aythor and

‘an

| Kink, to solicit support frdf

lecturer Mark Lane 'who pro-
vided most of the new leads,
basis of his published

Primary Force
According to several offi-
cials familiar with the com-
mittee’s investigation — and

1ane himself — Lane was the -

primary force behind the
formation of the committee
and the architect of the direc-
tion that the investigation
should take.

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

_ Byt early last year he be-
ganfjooking into King's dejgh
ersuaded the civil rigiis
leadkr’s widow, Core al
the Congressional Black Cau-
cus for a reinvestigation of
both assassinations. .

Timing of Book ™

Shortly after an investigat- |
ing committee was formed,
Lane and comedian Dick
Gregory began work on a
book about King and the as-
sassination in Memphis. Lane
refused to 'say how much
they. received from the pub-
lisher as an advance, but it
was reported to have been

$100,000. .

The book, ‘“Code Name

Zorro,” was .recently pub-

lished — at-about the time -

that the committee was seek-
ing favorable public and con-
gressional reaction to its re-
quikt for funds. Y

om the committee’s {#
ginjjing, ‘staff members 4|
kpowledge, Lane’s boo

thibries and private. invejti

gafons have provided Re
rking hypotheses” 1§

thednvestigation.

Just as the committee al-
most collapsed in controversy
earlier this year, much of the
new evidence appears to be
falling apart now.

he ‘lack-of credible glew
ejldence has been useq|.to -
eyblain why- the commjltee
h4} not been able to firf} a
new chief counsel to replace

Lane, a former New York
State legislator better known
for his book “Rush to Judg-
ment,” which criticized the

, official investigations of the
Kennedy assassination,
beengpunsuccessful for
yearg{in trying to get 4p

o reopen an inves{jp

1

Richard A. Sprague, who re-

“Stgrrer April ig a dispyte
with the commlttee»cﬁa!rman

at that time, Rep. Henry
Gonzales (D-Tex.). Arthur
Goldberg, the former Su--
preme Court justice, and
Archibald Cox, the former
Watergate special prosecutor,
have both declined the post. -
. And Alvin B. Lewis Jr.

ting chief counsel, sif
finday that he was resi

g. He gave no reason
Jepping down.
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N On March 10; 1969, after shuffling t several
d W dmg upé w1th noted defense-lawyar

Almost from the moment he entered pnsoh _Ray be~
- gan protestmg his conviction, saying his attorneys raﬂ—
Six hifni H lagmei he.was.. workmg for'j
% team of dogs broug
ashmgmn?'i’resx A6 Ca
‘Atty: Gen: anﬂgBelEFnda

: lained. facets to.the h as. where he- got the
For ‘rrurder; Earl Hill Jr., servnig two hfes - - : - Suc
aylor; serving I,yea:s for armed, Europe aftet the killmg.
S an

_King wis Telled By @ single shot 2s he stood: on.tﬁe‘:

‘balcony of the LorrameMotel'in"Memphis

ondon’s Heathrow Airport on June 5.

Rt )

r's

7 State P:ison;«,' /

4 JAMES EARL RA
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1 ‘ugmves after their éscape

in eastern Tennessee.

“We'll do our best to bnng'
hlm back one way. or:the oth-

.er,’: said. state; Correction
Commxsswner .
: Henderson. - .

"“ The: Friday mght:escape,
- Henderson said, was obvious-
ly well planned and tookthe
prisoners about 10 minutes to
carry out.. They climbed over

the ‘prison’s 10 foot high"

stone " wall, beneath" &’ 2,300
yoit power ime, and betweeu

tjn Brushy Mountain'State’

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

el '--AP erephoto
J@mes EarI Ray durmg Identmcatmn 5

The: wourided'pnson
recaptured xmmedlately-

‘wound inflicted by : 22. '
. -ber: nﬂe bullet

At the hospgta! Ward

ted to s‘anyche. who ap-~
:proached: 1*James* Eark; Ray

-got out!. Ray i 1s out!” r .
Henderson -said omcxals

" had the fugitives “‘pretty well
‘boxed in” with guards, blood~

hounds, {state Stroopers; FBI

. nessee Bureaur of Crxmmal

staked out and/I ]ust don t fee|

WMW how:they, coul

Henderson said.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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. heheopters would join
-~ (n-\-'

dent Carter, ordered.

get away : from him becau
-he’s too hot,”” Henderson said..

Don . Daugherty. a guard}
handling foun, | bIoodhounds,‘

.. Gen anﬁn ‘Bell: tm said,-4Weigot: close enoug §

assistance he could:and/FBIthe: woods,. '

Director Clarence Kelley,
dered his” agents mto the
Fnday night. ™.

.Guards said it was v1rtual- B

1y impossible to remain. a fu-
gitive for long from the iso-
lated prison, 40 miles north-

west of Knoxville.. They.-say’

the. only.two. ways out -are
across a rugged,. rattlesnake
infested. mountain. — the
route chosen by the fugitives
— or down a road past War-
den Stoney. Lane’s . house
through Petros. . .- ..

State - troopers., manned; at
least four roadblocks on that
Toad, and guards with blood-
hounds tracked the fugitives

on three. separate trails:
ihrough the mountains.” " .

Officials speculated thati
the- prisoners. split into two -

groups after gomg over the
wall
'l‘rains Checked

¥1 “would- assume Rayf

wepld want to get. away

froln the others as soon as he -

d and they would want to
oy, )

I-‘re:ght trams movmg near.
the area also were checked. .
.King, who won the Nobel *
Peace Prize in 1964 forihis:.
civil'rights activities, was

shot on the: balc'ony of -the.

Lorraine Motel:in- Memphxs
Apnl4 1968501

- Ray, now49, was arrested
two months: laterin London,
England, .where: -he had-fled
after leaving a rifle with his
fingerprints: outside a2 Mem--
phis rooming house, ‘across
from the Lorraine Motel.*

+ Ray: pleaded guilty to. the
shootmg and-was sentenced
on: March:10,: f1969, to 99

-years in-prison:i i
“Almost. Jmmedxately, how- :

ever, he-sought:to recant his

‘admission+in the: King- slay~- fracture, officers said. -
ing, claiming-he .was a dupe-..
. in<a-conspiracy to kill King.-
- that: involved - a-- mysterious
“Raoul”:whose last name:he:
* did not know. In any case, he .

claimed, "he did not pull the
King murder triggers

AL AR AT

Page Two
1-MI=88=New
@:«1-44-388

‘He hascstuck baswally, to
this stomdunng a hearing in
Memphis:to:gain a new trial-
“and,;more’ recently, ininter-:

'e_ws with' representatwes of
the ' House ‘s Assassination
Committee: from.Washmgton.

The committee; is; looking
into" the aassassmatzons of

*#* King* and*Presxdent John F

Kennedy

.Others who escaped with
Ray were identified as Don- '
"ald Ray Taylor, Douglas Shel- - -
_ton, David'Lee Powell, Earl
. Hill Jr. and Larry. Edwardéj :
Hacker o ;

. Four of the nve reportedly
were serving time for mur-
der. s e o

Becca Cottrill, mformatlon
ofﬂcer for: the state prison
" system, said.the-fugitives in- :
cluded *some of-the-real
mean ones. A b

e

R

~The escape was set’ up- by.:.
the ‘mock fight in: the prison ;-

'yard by two otherinmates; >
one of whom:feigned a leg ¥

As guards went. 1o break
up ‘the: disturbance,.officials
said, one ofithem saw Ward /.
scaling the wall'on the ladder ;-
-fashioned- from-conduit,-a;
‘kind of pipe ‘through which |

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

3rpmh
)

; electrical. wire, is Tum-Strots j

James Earl Ray:'and :
five . others - escapec
from Brushy Mountau

. felled:and. recapl:ur d:i me-
dxately. T 2

¢ But, accordmg to officials,
by the:time Ward .was seen
the- others  had" disappeared
into-the dense, wooded hills

" behind the white; stone. pris~

It was Ray s third attempt
to escape from Brushy — the
others were in-1971-and: 1972

but the first: tlme he- got

|

Jack Kershaw,. speculc
that;Ray: ‘might have: Heen
kidnaped ‘from: “Brushy nd
did-not go-willingly: ¥ -
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1 was wal ' A-1
A Fauntroy, - the: N
B2t member of Congress from the | - Mitwaukee  Journal
CRLIO D ‘Dlstrlpt of Columbig-who | Milwaukee, Wisc,

] : eieggape, 052 heads: the House commlttee
narﬂntly seized:;the i

Fauntroy sal'd Ray thd th }
but sﬁggested he was part.0 6/12/77

a conspiracy in the death. Date:
. “,I'f t#ere ere no consplrh o Edition:

would be..in, o0 . danger:.: . Author:
23 conspiracyy b , Editor: X +H+ Leonard

Title:

Latest

Character:

or
Classification: Milwaukes
Submitting Office: )

‘ "Kersﬁaw said he Tbew that S 5l ' ' (] Being Investigated
"' members of, the- underworld . — —
Jwere unhappy .that’ Ray . ] T ; e -

- planned’to talk to-the House. * o SEARCHED e e _INDEXED .-

Assassination Committee'and - ' ' : SERIALIZED ~ £ FILED oo
in.court. : :
'I’I}e Rev, Ralph David Ak . ' "JUN 131977

1 ernalhy, who succeeded Kirs " - , FBI—MILWAUKEE
as Head of the Southerh - |V
Chriltian Leadership Confel-

LeMI=88=N ,
| ence and has since resigned, @‘l}ﬂ: u_/{_ 3‘;% ‘7/7— 38 g - 777/
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age for:the break. While"™

victs lobbet horse-;

l?t up against the p.4

,-Which'is about 12 fg_e 4P
“high in-the recreatiom areaj”

rld+ Rayiand:the other
“schambled up.ifi @i B

100 years for murder,-looked
‘tired and strained as he'was
pitsinto- a ipatrol. car..;He
slimped into ;the~back sseat

d.was: taken back to the

T were |
i pre sed into™<the manhiv

e ,.,}uft ladder James Earl Ray used to ‘escape.
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ocialed Dressoidik ik
s a.mes Earl Ray‘_stretches bacbtm~

sompnson meefferson»City.W : 2
-Rev: Martin utherKi J assa8e

May 10,:197 G,Appeal rejected. {
arch 16; 1977. Ray says. he’ may -be-willing to testily

B ﬁms}.g L 1Es Ry e

1-MI&E88-New

MI-44-388
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A=2 :
MIIwaukee Journal
Milwaukee, Wisc,

Dt 6/12/77
ate?

Edition: —LatESt, _
Author: )

E:u:; R.H. Leonard

Title: -

Character:
or
Classification:

Submitting Office: Milwaukee
(| Bemg Investigated

Sy-358F - V7§

SEARCHED .222-*_INDEXED — .
SERIALIZED ~ /<. FILED A=

JUN 1 31977
FBI—MILWAUKEE ()
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f tros, 'Iennﬁ—— Invésugators searchm for Jamep | ) o o A-1
Ear {Ray Sunday night recaptured a third fugitive of the.
ﬁve inmates who fled: Brushy ’Vlountam State "Priso;

Milwaukee Sentinel
Milwaukee, Wisc,

——

two. mm'ders, Tape and assault'to commlt murder,. was : - ) .
rem Xm'ed abaut 10.30 p.m Mxlwaukee nme. . . } . pate: 6 /13 /77

Edition: Final

Author:
no trace of” Ray -—-agaln atthetop of theFB :
“most wanted” list — more than-48 hours after he went : Editor: R H, Wills
over the wall at Bmshy Mountal State Pnson»thh nve ) ’ : Title:

3,;;;5;

e Eoe 2l N : - . Character:
2 );T_he Warden’ ctBrnshy Mountaxn tate Pnsorr select : d : :
-2 'tpecial squad of six. mountaineer guards to pursue R

or .
Classification: .
Submitting Office: Milwauke,

E‘»’Ed}.{l,y.hsl}fo ?Eff-rf.‘__q - - [T} Being Investigated

4y-388 ¥
RCHED ____INDEXED
NAL'ZEDJ&;HLED b~

! L ta 7 i\} /7
FBI—MILWAUKEE
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[ ’y ite Troop-. their search area to snake infested. mountamous terram,'
: prfson guan‘ls and local p' ‘e - who ‘have be "l caall-sides, (_)f the prxson.x,'[hat covers. aboUT 2,690
dut} since Ray and. five others escape nsg: square. 1 miles“.

fanned out over rugged terrain within:a:25 mile radius;
of"Brushy Mountain- State Prison Sunday in.a ‘wider;
hunt for Ray and the three other con\ncts :

Ofﬁéia.ls said a brief, afternoon showemncreased he:
chance bloodhounds would pick up the scent of the men:
in:the thickly - wooded area around the maxxmum securis-
typnson The area had not had sxgmﬁcant in:for sev-

be er-than dry grou

One car was stolen and’ a second was broke “into at
two motels at Caryyille, about 20 miles Irom the prison;:
but; police refused:to.say. whether there was a possxble
lmk to the Ray escape. :

B “Pohce said a- camera-and some. other valuables were
ignored, but'a’shirt and pair-of ‘trousers were taken in
the a\Fo break-in at another motel parkmg lot ad]ommg

at large with Ray; 49, were-cor
S Shelton.sz, and Caylor, 2 coxmcted of armz

geiale) fays ; A s t.he sdene of the car theft.
- Mm’t than 175 law eﬂfO cen QR.,QSQFT‘.%.“ andid: | -p
searc
law. enforcement personnel “should use all possxble u-
tlon and restramt" to insure that Ray, convrcted assas-

ton briefed US Atty. Gen.. anfm Bell- on «e

State offxclals belxeved Hacker led the escape plot'~
because ofa prewous breakout from another: Tennessee

lechnst sald because Hacker’
prison, there was hope Ray and the others were still'i in™
the area. He said it was generally believed.“that if Lar-"
ry Hacker had made it out of the dense forest around |
here, then Ray ... the oth ris rmght have, too,” ,' v

25 0e :3 .5,# vz

He added. “If anybody*had the money and the con;?
nectlons to get away, it probably was Hacker.” ‘fi:

leclmst called Hacker “very shrewd, ‘a professx nal
¢riminal.’” Hacker previously escaped from the state’s..
main prison inr Nashville and was at one time. associdted .
veith.the notorious “Dawson. Gang' of ‘bank* robliers:

that plundered several Southern states inthe mid-19¥0s, |
i R A T I R T et R TV SR IES ) _u,,*‘ o
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