
e 
(Mount Clipping in Spec& Below) 

in•·the·pasr·other-comcufencescoiicemlng .:1lie"K1ng~ 
mqrder have fueled speculation 'about a possible con-, 
spiracy. ij.·;~~i~~~::~~·~ .. - . f · ,.-_ : ;Jcif' :_ ~- .. j 

For example:.:im~edii'tely\after the King slayi~g' fri 
Memphis on.April 4;'1968;a shortwave radio broadcast 
told of an imaginary~chase· in the city's suburb~" Theel 
shortwave report said •there-were shots being fired· in!, 
the·chase, and Memphis:police were dispatched to the 
area. Some said this distracted them from apprehending, 
Ray. • · .• 11.\;_A~,-~1., i':.., ·. · . t ... ~:itf:J.,:,y 

' . . ct \f-1' ~"".r i i- \ /f\ ~- t -.. - _.:.f•. _;:: ... ~-~----

Police believe the shortwave broadcast was done as a i 
prank .b}'. a ~nager,_ ~u-t_ t~ere -~~·.been _n~ ~on~_:ufiv}--'_·l 
explanation .. , ~-.-.. • .. • ,.J .n l ·''! · - J .· , ... , .... ·.,.a··.•·: -.:Ji · ~, ~-~~.r,....\·.;_. _."-....IL ·;l_,._ .. ·lr '.,, -:-·_, -·. · · l 

Fty's costly trip to Atlanta. then to Canada and fina:1~'1 
_ ly t · Europe has not-been• explained; The FBI ·has hinted"'1 
that Ray committed several armed robberies to e'tlppoH ·I 

.the rip, but thi~ ~as neve_ r,been offi~ially ~etjfi~d~ . f_} 
s..,;:;? ,r.lH h>·, th.I·.,.,.·,~~., , .. ,j4 
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probers See I 
~o .Outside 

. ' 

Escape Ties 
Washington,' D.C. - UPI 

- Two investigators of the 
House Assassination Commit­
tee said Monday they had 
found no evidence to indicate 
James Earl Ray received out­
side help in his Tennessee 
prison escape. 

"I cannot report that there 
was aid from the outside. No 
af d from the outside has been 
found," Deputy Chief Coun­
sei · Robert Lehner. told an 
. open meeting of the commit­
tee. 

' "There is a possibiUty he 
'acted alone. There is a possi­
bility he acted with others. 
There is even the possibility 
he was a latecomer to the 
escape." 

But Lehner also said "there 
is no evidence that he had 1 

any _funds or arms" when he 
was apprehended Monday. 

Several members of the 
committee, which is looking 
into the possibility of con­
spiracies in the murders of 
the Rev. Martiri Luther King 
Jr. and John _F. Kennedy, , 

~

ve expressed fears that 
· y was sprung in order ~1- , 

killed. Ray at first co I • 

f , sed to killing King, the • 
ied it: 

(Moun! Clipping in 5pocc Below) 

I
r~-ehner and Edward Eva! 

c i ef investigator of a s 1 ~ 
c mittee probing the Ki 1

~ 

d ath, traveled to Brus lty 
Mountain State Prison m 
Tennessee over the weekend. 
Lehner said Monday the Ten­
nessee Bureau of Investiga­
tion is conducting a thorough 
investigation of the escape. 

Evans said there was no 
evidence that clothing stolen 
from a car near the prison · 
"had anything to do with the 
escape." 

' . 
In giving his initial report 

Lehner said there were tw~ 
general theories about the 
escape: 

i 
•it was internally orga- ' 

nized ~y the prisoners, and it 
is possible that some prison­
ers joined the escape at the 
last.moment when they saw 
it unfolding. 

•outside aid was not ruled : 
out, but it would be "every 
man for himsel('' if prison 
authorities sounded an alarm 
bell that could be heard 

1 vestigators are hopef 
. tlugh~ut the valley. ~--

R himself can provide e 
pl ations. . 

~ 
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a 11 s~Jgn~;?< R 1_9-t;l?,Jl:Qil;t.,c:·· .. ,. 
_, ~-- :-·:.~;~tt3:· .. ~;.·1.·~~--~ ~ ~. • r -- ·. · . ~-1:~)t~r, ·l1:f'~,.~~P(:d_6,.. .~.,~;.-: 

-Specu!atio1f;that James~Earl Ray might- have been 
aided in'his escape-from Brushy Mountain State Prison 
in Tennessee-as-part of_ a conspiracy .has added interest 
to a House of Representatives subcommittee investiga- ·. 
tion into the-1968 assassination of theRev. Martin LU•': 
ther King Jr~ The theory is that unknown individuals, 
who also might have been involved in the killing, want• 
ed to keep Rayfrom testifying before the House body •.... 

Interestinfas:·sucii spectilation may be, however, 
there are some other questions that should be answered 
before pursuing the mystery of why Ray escaped. Spe- · 
cifically, a full scale investigation should be made of 
how he managed to slip out. · ; ,_ • 

· The man~ after· ·a11,. was· f ~und · guilty of one of the 
most controversial killings of the5entury, with political 
and _racial overtones. He -had also attempted escape 
twice~before and, on <>~e_o_c~sion, was successful. 
- Considering' all of this·;:Brushy Mountain prison au-. 
tlorities should be called on the carpet to explain fulljl 
v hy security on Ray, was not ~ghten7d to the point . 
l here a repeat performance was llllpossible. , - .. p -
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Ri.V''CilStddi;Shitt,,:J . 
. I it f!~::ij~q~~~t e:ij_~-::: 
From"Sentill_-:·~-:1. Wire Se_m_ ·c __ e~, · Mountain State· Prison and 

- • _ T awaited his lawyer's arrival. 
:\'ashviile. Tenn. - · Gov:: He was taken first to the R-ry Blanton. obviously an• .._ _________ _ 

g;;:::-ed by aco.i.sations that of• . .. . .. -prison infirmary,. where he 
ha · d · ,. . · • ·· · · · , was pronounced fit despite 

i:c:ili may ve conspire m Cons1denng tha~ James scratches and cuts from his 
Ja::;ies E3ri Ray's escape, Earl ~Y W3:i convicted: of flight through the woods and 
z.sked President Carter Mon- murden~g a figure of nation- thickets with two blool• 
c.ay to take the convicted kill• al prommence; that h; wa~ h_ounds baying on his trail. 
ec of the Rev. Martin Luther an escapee from a M1ssoun 
K=g .Jr. into federal custody. state prison at the time of : : He was placed in "admini: • 

this murder; that he has-made 
FUtee:i hours after the self- one escape from behind walls 

:,roclaimed· escape artist in Tennessee and attempted 
2.:-opped exhausfed on a two others, and considering 
n:c-untainside and was recap- the immense cost • • • and 
t-.1red as he feebly tried to that we are hampered by fed­
b'1!7ow under a pile of leaves; eral court order in our efforts 
Blanton announced in Nash- to secure this prisoner - I 
ville that he had asked Carter am requesting that the feder­
to accept custody of Ray. . al government accept custody 

"'I'm offering him to the. of_ J~es Earl Ray," Blanton 
-nresident of the United said ma letter to Carter. -

~

tares," Blanton said wi_ th a . Ray, little the worse for his, 
t ·re. "If they want. him, . futile 54 hour bid -for free-
1 -ey can have him.". _ dom, ate heartily at Brushy 

• .~ - • : > : ~ ; • 

-----------
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Early Sunday a federtl 
ve segr_ e. gation''. _In_ .. a on~) age. nt! aided by·two sherif! s 
cell In Block D.: _0 -~-",- deputies, recapt~ed Larry. .. 

· ·, .·. :.·- : · · Hacker;· 32, beheved to ha e 
!though he · c~n talk been the ringleader of- the 
ugh ~e bars _of his ~e.ll to escape- Hacker; serving, two 

• r..- pnsoners,· he- _will r~".':'' 28-terms·for armed,robbery; 
mamdocked up,except:for,a ··was,arrested at at,a·church 
daily 30. minute exercise peri• about four niiles-- east of the 
od inf:~~a;::of ~~_bloc~:;f P;iSC?ri•. ', .,:'..t~;{t~i~f~:.;1;·~:,i 
~ mea1s•:will. be: broug~~\:i Another' of the fugitives ..;.;,· 

to th~-cajl::and.,he loses h1s,{convicted murderer David 
$22·aiweek_job iJ'.!·the laun-\~Lee Rowell; the only: black 
rur.;. ~ .·hea!Jt1g::-,-..yill · be h_eld ·: :· among _the . esc'apees · - sur-'. 
th1s-"'week,.,-to.·.determme _.· rendered Saturday to a heli.: 
whether he should be prose-.,; · copter crew· in an open field· 
cuted for escape.. If convicted, _near Wartburg;._ _ · ~ 
he could;be,held,,under ad-· · . · 
ministrative:"segregation and:::/.:~. Another ~risoner was 
have his~ chances of being : wounded during the ~scape 
considered for parole delayed • a~d recaptured almost __ 1mme~ 

:-.:~~i'.~!;.Jii1'.i[tti::;~4
~:,, 

,:;::Se;~!i Ctintin,es-f ,; /;,,f; ~·The governor. said he was 
, ;:~ ·. , 1---,:.'\ , ~-, • , · , ".<>::,disgusted with suggestions. 

The search continued for ... that prison · officials helped 
the last of the seven ·convicts · '.Ray escape by: relaxing.: re­
who went ··over the wall at' · · strictions. He had earlier indi-, 
Brushy Mountain Friday.,•.:, -,:cated he_ thought Ray·would 

Authorities saic:f ·'-blood: . not have escaped if n?t for a 
hounds had iost the trail of· .. federal court order. . . - .•. 
Douglas Shelton, 32, a con- · "In January, 1970tJames 
victed murderer, but they .Earl Ray petitioned the feder­
were· sure he was still •ai court for relief from the 
hemmed up in the same crag- harshness of his confinement, 
gy, coal filled ·mountains that arid the court . advised · the 
defeated Ray. · . state to devise a plan to pro-

R~y and· two companions vide Ray with additional 
_ Shelton :and cellmate Earl opportunities for work; rec­
Hill:Jr., had been. free nearly reation and exercise.'' . : : .. 
50 Jfours · when, bloodhounds 
caught their trail Sunday 
niglt near a. strip mine eight 
mil~ northeast of the prison. 

They ran in different direc­
tions. Officers quickly found 
Hill hiding in a thickeL Hill, 
34, is serving two life terms 
for murder. --- ~ ". 

Walking Al~ng Street·' : 

Six hours and five minutes 
after Ray's arrest, Donald 
Ray Caylor, 24; was taken 
i~to custody while walking 
~ ong a street in Oak Ridge, 
'l nn., about 10 miles to the 
< st. 

·. Blanton. apparently· felt 
that the state. could not ade­
quately guard Ray under 
such circumstances. 

"All of us. have had•· our 
integrity questioned, and all 
of us are a little tired of it," 
Blanton said; "There ·-were 
national officials in the news 
media that did question our 
integrity and even. said we 
may have been part of the 
escape.'' .. ·, ·. · 
·. Blanton said the selU'ch for 
Ray has cost about $178,000 
in state funds "and that 
doesn't even include court or 
pretrial costs." 
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Map of the Petros (Tenn.) area indicates . 
wltre James Earl Ray, the convicted · 

. kil r of the ~ev~ ~t1i~_~L~the{ King ~r::- .. 
,: · .. , .. ,, .. · ... ·«'.!\_· . f , ,.: ·. · 

and four other convicts were recap 
• tu red. They· had escaped Friday from 
the Brushy Mountain State P~~on. · 1 

.. :,··· ·-it::-u~!;Ma 
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(Mount Clipr,ing in Spocc Below) 

quardlos1 
JobOver·-
RayEscape 

Petros, Tenn. - UPI - A 
guard who allegedly was ei- • 
ther reading or "looked the • 

' other way" when James Earl 
Ray and five companions 

, went over the wall at Brushy 
Mountain State ·prison was 

. fired Th\lrsday for negli- · 
gence. . 

lloyd Hooks, 38, was in 
t tower closest to the sec­
t of .the· wa~ :t~e ·convicts. 
s ed. He tefused to com­
ment on his firing or ~y 
whether he would app 1. 
"Right now, I don't car . o 
talk about that," he said. , 

"His (Hook's) primary re­
sponsibility is to ~eep eye on 
wall and see that nobody gets 
within 10 feet of it," Correc­
tions Commissioner C. Mur­
ray Henderson sai~. 

"I know some people who 
said he was reading. Others 
said he looked the other way 
the whole time. 

"'Hooks said he was paying 
attention to the yard, but the 
evidence is overwhelming 

tl;lat h~e looked the other 1· How I an seven men ' t 
across • he wall if you e 
payin · attention? The i­
dence ust doesn't we gh 
out," Henderson said. 

' ,.. •· 

~-44-388 
'-r.Mi-sa-1126 
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'1f,;c 
. ' - ' .:·'f!/;,APWitephotd;is 
·:'?~'. Jf..! trl!H~Tq O; !.J-i'\,!1 . 

GU ARD~:FIREIY r:~ .. 
Floyd Hooks;-; 38; was.,, · 
fired ·Thursday : from:};:~ 
Brushy· Mountain~ State'9. 
Prison :for' ·negligerice: ·---~-• ·-,,4 •·· -. , . , , , • .-r..,r 
Hooks'.~:was ·)1;u1.nI1fngw 
the guard tow~~;clost?~-a,., 
to ___ the __ spot_~ __ w.J1~r~__:,_ 
James Earl Ray and six · -· 
other inmates climbed 
th#w;uno escape lasti 
week. ;Toe,. seven men ~ · 
were :recaptured, and 1'' 

F~day,they;o/~re found _ 
gilty of escape and·• 
pl ced in administra~\ 
th segregation for anj 
int efinite period. · · , .1 ; 

:_-r, .. ; ' ~ .. ~- '. " • .·-'.· - \: 

• 

kMI-88-7126 
(l!)'MI-44-3 88 
- . 
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• • 

J;~ mes Earl Ray Wants ~elractions of 2 UPI S.tories 
11

1 

York, N. Y, -UPI:_ that carried the he~dline: gal p~ocee4,lngs - as a:~n 
Ja · Earl Ray, convicted "Would Plead Guilty Again, who never got along with his 
slayer of Martin Luther King Ray Admits." . poverty stricke.n family, 
Jr., has asked United Press drifted between holdups and 
International to retract two The second story, written whoJed a bitterly lonely life. 
stories carried by the wire by UPI while he was at large Referring to the second 
service in the past month. large after his June 10 escape sfory, Ray said it served "to 

m
e first dispatch, carried 

Ma 29, was a story quoting 
a c yrlghted Nashville Ten­
ne an exclusive interview 

from Brushy Mountain State convinee the public, and in• 
Prison, depicted him - based fluence the courts, that e~n 
on records or previous Inter- if I am not guilty in the • 
views with a social worker, Martin Luther King Jr. ho . • 
his· onetime attorney and le• cide I belong in prison." J 

"· n).MI-44-388 
. \...f°.,.MI-88-7126 .. 
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•'" tHE NINE years since a sni • r's maintained that he acted alont:,"that 111!"" 

~
i,., ,· By JESSE JACKSON •' l A succession of Ray confldants has 

sin . , . bullet stopped the mortal Ii O was a dupe, that he was part of a con-
tbt! , ev. Martin Luther King ._J.r., th spiracy. Ray also has contradicted him•' 
mystery of how many fingers were O self, claiming sole responsibility and ,then 
the trigger has grown. darkly hinting of a conspiracy. Most re• 

cently he has spoken unspecifically about 
•• The. mystery Isn't only one of who a . "Raoul," who · guided him to and . 

schemedl financed and committed the . through the assassination. 
assassination. There is also the question 
of who schemed, financed and created AS DESPERATELY as we need an• 
the_ moral climate that led· directly to swers .to these questions, history and the 
King's death. future also urgently need Jo know how 

Eight years ago, the law satisfied itself the climate was created that gave us Ray 
~hat Jame_s Earl Ray was the single mind and his co-conspirators. 
and hand in King's death. But all that has Some key answers are hidden in, ironl­haplned since then has made it ihcris- c~I' the Department of Justice, the 
Ing ',, · evident that the complex realit ,', of gu ian of our rights which sancti~;ed an ficial "get King" operation so n-
th , ssassination could not have bee thd d; · e !hat its \~nts burst into c , rs 
so ary handiwork of a man ho 
couldn't even pass muster as a first class whe,hey learned that Ray had silenced 
burglar. . the v 

1

1

1 

ce they could not. /1•, 
WHAT'S BROUGHT the mystery i~to Th 11

, e were the agents of the FBI ,,. 
new and disturbing focus after years in signe to maintain continual surveillan 
the bureaucratic maze is the desperate of every element of King's life. They 
escape and recapture of Ray. , , their job with relish and devotion, eaves• , 
· He's ~ack in his cell now, and it's fm.. dropping on all King said with hidden 
portant that we . don't let the .question erectroilics, watching all through tele­
that his .. escape resurrected go back in scopic lenses on their cameras. 
there with him. · Their mission was not to preserve his 

Please consider some of them with me; righti In life but to discredit his witness 
thn ask yourself it.we don't owe Ito and morally damage his life. 
ou elves, to our future and to Ki· 's ONE· OF THOSE FBI agents, now re• 
m ory to face all the· facts of both , .he tired, was Arthur Murtaugh. He has told 
de. s and of the times that stole . ·m how a key unit in the investigation of 
from us. King's assassination was the very core of 

, *E FIRST, but not necessarily 1·, the FBI "get King" squad. Murtaugh has been quoted as saying that when King 
m dist. urbing, questions focus on R was wounded, the agent in charge of the 
hi elf:_ . unit !outed, "I hope the SOB dies!" 

e year before King's assassinati Al when word was flashed that King 
Ray was a prisoner in Missouri, doing was , ead, Murtaugh recalled, the same 
time for stealing, an unremarkable felon agen umped up and down joyously, say.,. 
without record· or reputation for vio- ing, • hey finally got that SOB!" ·, 
lence, or for making big sco,re.s. 

Yet, after he escaped his Missouri pris­
on and before he was captured 13½ 
months later across the Atlantic in Lon­
don, he had lived in Canada ~wice, had 

.raised and spent $10,000.to pursue King 
and then to flee.,, and had somehow man• 
aged to supply himself witb. plausible ' 
. identification and passports. 

•i·'· se~ms no less remarkable that he 
: m agec:l to position himself in a ~, d­

in oµse window with a. clear lin .of 
si t over r.oofs and. into the courty of 

's motel in Memphis -- a city ay 
· had never before seen in his life. 

.,.,, 
l-MI-80-383 

Ondic<1lc lJi'li'.C, nn,ne of 
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T~FBI in 1968 was an accurate~p­
thu tic reflection of its director's 11 
and · ense of duty. His hatred of · g 
wa . ell known, as was his fear of · e 
"su iVersive" civil rights movement. e 
FBI also knew something else: The direc­
tor had the ear and confidence of the 
most powerful. 

None of them ever iold the director 
II.ow to run: his FBI, but all knew he ran it 
in the most useful way he could. We 
need to know who helped Ray and why, 
but we obviously can't give the FBI prin-
cip; responsibility for. finding out~1~ 
lea ~not until-the character assassina 
plo d by it in our name has been to y 
ex · sed as well as those responsible ' r 
it, I \ . ', 

Age Two 
~I-44-388 

l-MI-80-383 
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An attorney for James Earl Ray said Friday that his 
clieiould not be tried on a prison escape charge1• 
caus he was unlawfully confined. The attorney, J .. ·.k 
Kers w, said at a preliminary hearing at Tenness s · 
Brus• Mountain State Prison that Ray, convicted . • 
s~sin of Martin Luther King Jr., would plead not gui y 
to t~e charge. 

~-11-44-388 
l•MI-88-7126 
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Imes Earl Ray, the con­
vi d assassin of the ev. 
M tin Luther King, fe hll 
w be killed by:;ihe-F __ Bil he, 
is transferred to i f ral' 

pri-n from his pris~ in 
Te I esse. e, his· lawyer ,~aid 
W I nesday. Jack Keri 1',aw 
OU '-tied Ray's fears :,,~ a 
heatit;tg.jm:the state's req ~st 
tq dismfss ~-ershaw,'s petition 
and clear the way for the ; 
trifer'. Kershaw als~said.: 
R would plead in ',lent -
Fr . ay to an escape c I rge 
st ming from his p . on 
br kJune 10. - . 

·' 

J♦. 

e 

, cD.111~44-388 
l•MI-88-7126 
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· -AP Wirephoto 

RAY TO COURT -
James Earl Ray' was led 
to bis arraignment in 
Wartburg, Tenn., on 
charges of escaping 
from Brushy Mountain 
Site Prison .. Ray is the ~I 
c fessed killer of civil · 
ri hts leader Martin , 
L her King Jr. 

,ilMI-44-388 
, ~·-MI-88-7126 
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i member of the Nation~l f visory Commission on Ci { 
Disorders, said the pol . 

aj>h test "squares with t · 
evidence." .: 

"As I recall, the FBI was 
convinced with the evidence 
at hand that he (Ray) was the 
only person and there was no 
conspiracy." 

Ray was sentenced after he 

laded guilty. Later, how.· e,v.-. 
he sought to attribute t f 

ying to a mysterious a i 
mplice. \. 
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iot. satisf.1" ed witii" di·~te• · 
s s of a polygraph test . r-
r ged by Playlioy magj\z ',, ~. 
t lawyer for James 'i rl 
Ray, convicted slayer of e 
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., 
says he will arrange for at 
least two more lie tests for 
his client. · Playboy said the 
tefbshowed Ray lied ;en 

, hef, aid he did not kill .g. 
Tht' lawyer, Jack Kers ·' w, 
colt' ented: "One never , e­
lies on one lie detector tes ' ' 

~I-44-388 
l•MI-88-7126 
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, The attorney for ~nviet" . - ~ l iller James Earl Ray says h L persuaded Ray to drop ' . t million libel suit against·. 
Playboy magazine. Ray, con- -
victed killer of the Rev. Mar-

· r·n Luther King Jr., filed. ther 
uit over a Playboy story that: 
aid lie detector tests showed• 

. e acted alone in killing King., 
- - i 

c/ 1/- 3 i?x 
y;-<(-- 7 /:J- 0X 

<Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

---A-3 
MILWAUKEE JOURNAL 
I'lILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 

Date: 

Edition: 

Author: 

8/16/77 
LATEST 

Editor: R.H. LEONARD 
Title: 

Character: 

or 

Classification: 

Submitting Office: MILWAUKEE 

D Being Investigated 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 <Rev. 11-11-75) 

(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

· if Y (on!icte1. 
dt, Escaping ·•· · 
From ·Prison,: -~·· 

r -...-_. I 

·. Wartburg, Tetin~ .:__UPI=. 
James Earl Ray Wa$ found 
guilt~Thursday night of es,­
capin~ ;Jtom the Tennes~ee 
pris911 Where he is· C'Pfifined 
for the rllurder ,.of the Rev .. ' 
Martin Lut~:Kmg Jr. - \ 

Ray receiJic('an additional· 
sentence ofone t'o.~<? y~rs. · .. 

' ' ' . ~ . 
•~~~ay, ;who. could'' 'tt_ave re• 

cel'te.d tip to fiye:years.~·the 
~ escape c,harg.e, . tesUXfe. :,d: , 1· · 

broke out s,f ,;;~,fushy Mou 
tain State PrisQtilnear Petr 
June 10 ·because he:@9ug · 
that was the -0nly .w~-~ 
cof win a new trial for .fhti;. 
Ki assassination. · / . · 

. e sentence·was <added to 
the 99 year term Ray re­
ceived after pleading guilty 
to the 1968 sniper slaying of 
King in Memphis. . 

"It was my intention after 
I was out a 'couple of months 
to gefin touch with US Atty. 
Gen. Griffin Bell, to arrange 
for a trial in the King case," 
Ray said. 
: A jury of nine men and 

three women deliperated 
almost 3 hours bet.ore return­
ing a verdict. 

Defense attorneys immedi• 

atl served notice the~ 
wo d file a motion for a ne 

1 

tri Circuit Judge Lee Asbu •• 
ry eduled a bearing on th 
mo ' n for Nov. 2s: 

Q)-MI-44-388 
l-MI-88-7126 

MI only 
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I The House. Assassinations I 
c omrnittee0 has or.dered 
~ arnes Earl Rly to undergo a . 
l.e detector test on his denial[ 
that he killed the Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Four commit• · 
t~e investigators questioned 
R y Monday at Brushy 1 

\ N. ountain Penitentiary in~. 
• :r nnessee. . / ! 

l-WA 
(}-MI 
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' .. By-JESSE IA. CKSON' ., ~rtin Luther King ··1· · \ BUT IT WAS. hiS"principl~s 
·. • • · · · 1 · t-1i bis methods thfjr SUNDAY 'WAS the birth• lea I d the power of di. • . 1iw.- . . d. ; 

. . . Ii· , many 'times an({ I i power. L beard. him iscuss 
day. o. f Martin Luther King Jr. P · ·H b d. · , .. · the choice be bad· to be polit• · · · . . ma ways. e egan i • . . • • 
He fould have been only 49: plim g his mind ai; a student ical, which is to b~ exp~ient, 

Most of those we admire in at Morehouse College. His or. to be prophetic, which is 
American life _a!ld histo_ry mast~y of himself n~:xt led to be morally motivated. . ..... 
we!e hardly finished ~t~ him _to Boston U!1ivers1ty a~d · He never yielded· on th.ls.' 
their works at 49, but R;mg s to his doctorate m systematic He remained a public opl• , 
v.::as. finished "":hen he_ kept theology. ·. ·· • .. molder'. and never became._·• 
his fmal date with destiny at THE OPEN, disciplined public opinion leader ..,. ,th~t 
the age of 3_9. mind he developed as a stu• is, so~eone wht>' read• .ttte .. 

How could one man so · dent was never allowed to polls f!> find out where_;~ ' 
touch and alter the American deteriorate. lead. · · ·. _ • ..• . \ 

. e? H_ow could such ?an . • know more. Up to the ~eek man. He did it so well that-111s : .1 

e:onscience in such a sf~t He was 'always hungry to And he did it, tltis ordinaey· 

'A .. 'that is what M in )'W"S 'ago, he read at least that of the preaden1UI ldS 
Jlther King.J~-. was: an ordi• .one book :a week - and not day. • .. 
nary Jnan. . . . _ . . books of entertainment, but Yet every b~er he pvei:~ 

ry man do so much. of his death in Memphis 10 stature came to; ov.ersbad~ , 

DO YOU re'member his pf substance. I · came led him to andthet~ 
ordinary origins?. A public ___ remember 'that· one d 

I 
re formidable b~rr:ier. 

_school student_ w1~h parents cl~ng th~ bitter and_ terrif !· h each str11.ggle, the ol· s 
who_ taught the principles of In days' of the demonst , , · ame greater~ . . · I , 

ti , s in Selma, Ala., I saw OU AND t know I e 

. 
a conservatlve life. A man 
who, for most of his life, was 
noted neither for his social 

i
con~~:~:e~or perfectionjin 

nd do. n't forget the ne 
1 power of one otlier f ' 

his -life: He was a bl 
man in a white socJety. 

" d"mage that can be . . e 
tie books In his briefcai: when someone - a boss or a 
o I on Thoreau; one by teacher - criticizes us, but • .. 
th loglan-thlnker, Paul • im.agine how it must ~av.e 
lie , and a third on the life hurt King when a pres1!_ent 
G dhi. . of the United States and .6th• . 

In those years of-reading 
and thinking he had mastered 
the theory,1 art and practices. 
of nonviolence that Gandhi's 
life exemplified. 

BUT KING never forgot 
, who h.e was and so he deli­

cately blended the ethnic, the 
. ethical, the economic and the 
; eternal to make his own for-, 

midable contribution to. non­
violent chaJ1,ge. 

And though his life was 
consumed with practicing 
what he preached, be ~areful­
ly taught all of us aroun~ .bim 
so that the work could go on 
regardless of what happened 
to the man. 

And thousands have adopt­
ed the methods King perfect-

e;·. mo.· st espe. ciall·y· t. ho~pf. co rontation politics, . p c-
tl today .by such div se 
in , ests as -farmers, _g s, . 
b · •. · ns-and women •.. • , 

er civil rights . leaders said he . 
was wrong t9 c,ppose the"J 
Vietnam War. · 

But history proved ~im 
right. . 

Martin L--uther King J·'!· 
won a Nobel Peace_ Prize ed 
the admirati1>n o1 m~ny 
world leade,rs,. but all that __ he 

really_ wanted was., to .. ·.·. con. ti-:~ .. n .. -~: ue . tft"Prove that the, drea · 
of ordinary people are m~ . 
pelt. c~,ful -.im ~ypolitie~~ ~ , . · 
. Los Anptes·Ttm• Syndicate . 
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• 
ng Death Probed.An 
shington, D.c: -AP- The i , ~, 

H Assassinations Committee· h~s · ·· '? 
sul)penaed J.B. Stoner and several 
associates of his National States 
Rlshts Party for its investigation 
into the murder of Martin Luther 
King Jr:, a congressional source said 
Saturday. · 

the source, who declined to be 
identified,. said the committee want­
ed to question Stoner about his as­
sertions that an FBI Informant of­
fered him $25,000 to have ·King as-
sa511inated and $2,000 to blow up a .. ,,i,• ..... J-> .. ,... . 

chulln Birmingham, Ala. . . 
T source said the House panel J.B. Stoner 

also · anted to learn more about 
Sto 's activities with the party and his relationship {\ th 
cOQ ted King assassin James Earl- Ray, whom he repre~t­
ed as an attorney.· · _ · 

• 
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fBI~aintsRayl 
as Pa1nful1 y Sb y 

Jay al@ sought to be with, 
women at· dance cllf,su. ·ue' 

, took classes in New Orleans, 
Birmingham ,and Los An&e- f 
les · 

But when he met women. 
face to face in tltese classes, 
he froze. One instructor. re­
called that he w~s very shy in 
crowds and with women. 

. 
. Washingt~, D.C. -UPI­
.Tames Earl Ray, the convij ed assassin of the Rev. Ma 
L.uther King J .. r., is portray I 

In FBI files as a painfully s • 
man w~o sought women's 
company through ballroom 
dance classes, phone calls and· 
.sex oriented classified ads in 
the back pages of magazines. 

I 

Ray was described 
throughout the FBI investiga­
tion as the classic example of 
a loner . - too shy to look a 
woman in the eye, yet able to 
proclaim sexual preferences 
in a letter to a woman he had 
never met. . .. 

ll
FBI . files also suggest that 
y sometimes sought out 
ostitutes. A woman he dat­

' in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, 
~ · d Ray advised her of his 
strict daily budget - $8 i 
women and $8 for drinks. ' 

Ray was a bad enough s • 
dler to. be discharged and ! 
good enough escape artist to 
break out of a state prison. 

His records list several al­
iases, two birth dates and a 
confusion o( names for par• 
ents and other relatives. One 
memo from a 1967 prison 
escape file on Ray, who had 
fled a 20 year term for rob­
bery, said that Ray, "while 
incarcerated, bad no visi• 
tors." 

50.1(, Inttfrest Charged 
An FBI memorandum said 

a fellow inmate in the Mis• 
sourl state prison had $alc:l 
Ray weuld lend money to 
'poker. players and charge 
tlu)tn50% interest. 
·. Ray enlisted in the Army 
ln 1946 and was discharid Jn-148 beca.use of "inept . s 
an · ack of adaptability," e 

· ;FB · file said. The FBI f s 
:~s ', 'd Ray visited a hyp ' 
,tis and underwent plastic 

. ~rgery on bis nose early in 
1968. 

.• A medical file referreiE 

~

n FBI memorandum Id 
: had suffer~d an epile . I c 
se re as a child, and ano • 
er I cord told of a month'!! 
stay in a state hospital. Ray's 
criminal record dated back to 
1949, when he was about 20. 
He had faced charges for 
burglary, vagrancy, driving 
without a license, robbery, 
cashing stolen money-...orders 
and forgery. · 

· Racy Ads Answered 
For a while, the FBI dev;!• 
d a detailed profile) an 

nc Starvo Galt" ': the 
pected assassin. L ' er, 
estigators concluded. , hat 

Ray; · 

Prison inmates who servi 
ti; with Ray in the ea 
1 · s reported he constan 
re "girlie magazines," a 
th FBI files indicate that he 
of n replied to the classifed 
ads. . 

Ray himself placed a clas• 
sified ad in the Los Angeles 
Free Press saying: "Wanted: 
dlscreet meeting with pas-

ij 
James Earl Ray 

sionate marqed ,female.", He 
· 1eft a box number and hired a 
mail forwarding servioe1 · 
when he left the area. , . 

The FBI files contain re.­
ports the Post Offic;e Depart• 
ment received obscene le s 
fri.Galt~ along .. with / c• tu of Ray. At least I o , 
wo n eomplained that I e 

. pla etthem with late 
telephone. calls. , 

Ray nonetheless had some 
girl friends, one of whom told 
the FBI he was extremely shy 
8M: .l!CVCL'i'WOUld lolk. he! ffi, 
the eye while ia,klng to lier. 

l-MI-44-388 
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TO 

' • OPTIONAL.. F'CRM NO. 10 

~~~~YF!!:: t~~•!;::, 101•1 l.e 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, Memphis 

Director, FBI 

DATE: January 20, 1978 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION,, ACT (FOIA] 
REQUE~T OF HAROLD WEISBERg.~OR 

~ .... ' : 

< - (T) 
.,.-~ 'J-/ _..vV-,v'1,of\ 

J) ('\ .O,CV'- ,.J 
MURKI'N MATER!At- * 1 

• • diliT - / 9 c~ 

;>n..,'"'~ Fat PA roc~1r = ... 0 
- lf > t Cr) 

T\ ,: • 'h-s . ' '" 0 - \ ':) 

".._;,v- J I 5 I - 1,, {, 

,._\ 1.-\ - 3 ~ 'i Ji' · Enclosed for each recipient off ice is a copy.- 1 

of the following documents: James H. ~ .. es~• s letter ; c, u -Y ff,:.) 

i 

dated Decmeber 19,al977, with attached privacy waiver of '-'"ii.., '-Iii>$ 
Mr. Bernard ~~~~Si Mr. Harold Wei~q~r~~ FOIA _, 
request lefter datecf December 23, 1975; and Mr. Harold '-I 

1" c 
Weisberg's FOIA request ·1etter dated April 15, 1975. 

For your information, James H. Lesar is the 
attorney representing Mr. Weisberg in the two FOIA 
requests referred ~o above. The subject of both these· 
requests is the Mu:tkin case. Pursuant to these requests, 
the Bureau has p"i:·ocessecr·Murkin and related files at 
Headquarters and in eight field offices, culminating in 
the release of approximately 48,000 pages of material to 
Mr. Weisberg. ~ 

This is•to advise the recipient offices of the 
Bureau response to Mr. Lesar's letter dated December 19, 1977. 
Mr. Lesar requested information from FBI Headquarters, 18 
field offices, and one legat concerning Mr. Bernard 
Fensterwald and his relation to the Murkin case. The. 
FOIPA Branch will handle this request as it pertains to 
material at FBIHQ; however, Mr. Lesar has been advised that 
he should contact the individual field offices set forth• 
in his letter for a direct response from those offices on 
the material in their possession. Each office is being 
provided the enclosed .documents in anticipation of · 

1 Alexandria (Enc 3) 
1 Atlanta {Enc 3) 
1 - Baltimore (Enc 3) 
1 - Birmingham (Enc 3) 
1 - Boston (Enc 3) 
1 - Chicago (Enc 31 
1 - Dallas (Enc 3) 
1 - Houston (Enc 3} 
1 - Kansas City (Enc 3) 

Los Angeles (Enc 3) 
Miami (Enc 3) 
Milwaukee (Enc 3) 
Nashville (Enc 3) 

1 - New Orleans (Enc 3) c·--.. j .. ' 
1 - Pittsburg (Enc 3) 
1 - Portland (Enc 3) .1/· y- 3 9 8-5-0~ 
1 - WFO {Enc 3) '0 
1 - Legat: Mexico _¢J.ty _ (Enc 3) 

. .. .,, "L"·• •. , 1 • . ... 
• .)LI'\ M ,,._,_..J .• r:-::.P••·• '--~p:·· 
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1 

'~AMES H. LESAR 
ATTORNEY AT LAW . . 

... ·:_.., ·.- :-. 1~31 FOURTJ-4 STREET. S. Wa 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 20024 

Tl'.Ll:l"HONE (202) 4184-6023 

FREEDO~ OF INFOr0~ATION REQUEST 

Mr. Harold Tyler, Jr. 
Deputy Attorney General 
U. s. Department of Justice 
Washington, D. c. 20530 

Dear Mr. Tyler: 

Ce 

• 
On behalf of Mr~d Weisberg, I am requesting that you 

grant him access to the following records pertaining to the assassi-
nati<?l:1 _of _Dr. Mar~in Lu~J:ier __ King,_ ~~- :_. "" :·. 

1. All receipts for any letters, cables, documents, reports, 
memorandums, or other comnmnications in any form whatsoe_V'er. 

2. All receipts for.any items of physical evidence. 

3. All reports or memorandums on the results of any tests 
performed on any item of evidence, including any comparisons normally 
made in the investigation of a crime. 

4. All reports or memorandums on any fingerprints found at the 
scene of the crime or on any item allegedly related to the crime. 
This is meant to include, for example, any fingerprints found in or 
on the white Mustang abandoned in Atlanta, in any room allegedly 
used or rented by James Earl Ray, and on any registration card. It 
should also include all fingerprints found on any item considered as 
evidence in the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

5. Any taxicab log or manifest of Memphis cab·driver James 
Mccraw or the cab company for which he worked. 

6. Any tape or transcript of the radio logs of the Memphis 
Police Department or the Shelby County Sheriff's Office for April 4, 
1968. 

7. All correspondence and records of other communications 
exchanged between the Department of Justice or any division thereof 
and: 

R. A. Ashley, Jr. 
Harry S. Avery 

: tt H O .••.•.•• ; C . :. ; :-: .. 
· •z, D f: · 0 · , :,-RIAL, - .....••..... •-~ .......... 

1 

. ~ ' - ,) ;ff I - MlL.Wil,UKEE 

,_ k,',, _ I C-,4f 

• 

., ... 
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.James _G. Beasley. 
.....•. ~ .. .. : . (;lay Bl_ai~ _ . · · ·. · -·,·· . ··· .. Oavid'··Calcuct' • --:••·:· .''·:-···'•:-, :-_,-,: :_-.. · •. -: ..,,··."'.··';.-:~:-,•,. .. • ...;.:.: 

· Phil M. Canale 
John Carlis-le 
Robert K. Dwyer 
Gov. Buford Ellington 
Michael Eugene 
Percy Foreman 
Gerold Frank 
Roger Frisby 
~..rthur Hanes, Jr. 
Arthur Hanes, Sr. 
W. Henry Haile 
William J. Haynes, Jr. 
Robert W. Hill, Jr. 
William Bradford Huie 
George McMillan 
William N. Morris 
Jeremiah O'Leary 
David M. Pack 
Lloyd A. Rhodes s~+on 
J.B. Stoner~ 
Hugh ~r. 
Hugh ~Sr. _, 

- . ~ 5 ..f-d.,t\--,-0 fl 

. .. 
. . . .. 

... 

... 

8. All correspondence or records of other communications per­
taining to the guilty plea of James Earl Ray exchanged between the 
Department of Justice or any division thereof and: 

Rev. Ralph Abernathy 
Rev. James Bevel 
Rev. Jesse Jackson 
Mrs. Coretta King 
Rev. Sar.:uel B. :~yles 
Rev. Andrew Young 
Harry Wachtel • 

9. All notes or memorandums pertaining to any letter, cable, 
or other written communication from or on behalf of the District 
Attorney General of Shelby County, Tennessee, or the Attorney 
General of Tennessee to the Department of Justice or any division 
thereof. 

. ·• 
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\ 

.. l_O ~ . All_.· not~s. or mem9rapdums pertaining to . .any telephonic- ..... •--· , .· .... 
· ·or verbal· communications from or on behalf of the District Attorney 

. :"/- -General. of Shelby ·.county,·· Tennessee.;: or· the- Attorney ·cenei:'a.1··•of' -_: •·.···~ · ~ ... 
Tennessee to the Department-of Justice or any division thereof~ 

11. All tape recordings and all logs, transcripts, notes, 
reports, memorandums or any other written record of or reflecting 
any surveillance of any kind whatsoever of the following persons: 

Judge Preston Battle 
Wayne Chastain 
Dernard Fensterwald 
Percy Foreman 
Gerold Frank 
Arthur Hanes, Jr. 
Arthur Hanes, Sr • 

. Renfro Hays 
Robert W. Hill, Jr. 
William Bradford Huie 
James H. Lesar .­
Robert I. Livingston· 
Georg~ McMillan 
Judge Robert NcRae, Jr.· 
Albert Pepper 
Carol Pepper 
James Earl Ray 
Jerry Ray 
John Ray 
Richard J. Ryan 
J.B. Stoner 
Russell X. Thompson 
Harold Weisberg 

-· 

.This is meant to include not only physical shadowing but also mail 
covers, mail interception, interception by any telephonic, electronic, 
·mechanical or other means, as well as conversations·with third 
persons and the use of informants. ' 

12. All tape recordings and all logs, transcripts, notes, 
reports, memorandums or any other written record of or reflecting 
any surveillance of any kind whatsoever on the Committee to Investi­
gate Assassinations (CTIA) or any person associated with it in any 
way. 

This is meant to include not only physical shadowing but also 
mail covers, mail interception, interception by any telephonic, 
electronic, mechanical or other means, as well as conversations with 
third persons and the use of informants. 
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. 
----: :l:J-•. •·:.AU-.records._pertainµig 1:0_,qny alleged ox: contemplated _ 
witness, including any statements, transcripts,· repo"i::fs·, ·or memoran-· ..... ·-· . 

· d ums · from any source whatsoever.: . .. . • . , - . . . . . .. .. . . .. 
,. - . . . - . . 

14. All correspondence of the following persons, regardless 
of origin or however obtained: 

Bernard Fensterwald 
Percy Foreman 
Robert W. Hill 
William Bradford Huie 
James H. Lesar 
Albert Pepper 
Carol Pepper 
James Earl Ray 
Jerry Ray 
John·Ray 
J.B. Stoner 
Harold Weisberg 

. . : .. · ... -

15. Ali letters; cables; reports, memorandums, or any othei 
form of communjcation concerning the proposed guilty plea of James 
Earl· Ray. • . · 

16. All records of any information request or inquiry from, 
or any contact by, any member or representative of the news media 
pertaining to the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
since April 15, 1975. 

17. All notes, memoranda, correspondence or investigative re­
ports constituting or pertaining to any re-investigation or attempted 
re-investigation of the assassination of Dr. King undertaken in 1969 . 
or anytime thereafter, and all documents setting forth the reasons 
or guidelines for any such re-investigation. · 

18. Any and all records pertaining to the New Rebel Motel 
·and the DeSoto Motel. • • 

l.9. Any records pertaining to James Earl Ray's eyesight. 

20. Any records-made available to any writer or news re­
porter which have not been made available to Mr. Harold Weisberg. 

21. Any index or table of contents to the 96 volumes of evi­
dence on the assassination of Dr. King. 

22. A list of all evidence conveyed to or from the FBI by any 
legal .authority, whether state, local, or federal. • 
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~-. ,. 23 .. All.r~po~t~, notes, co~respondence, pr memorandums · 
pertairring t<? .any effort b_y° t,he De°f;artment of _Justice t9 expedite 
the transcript of the evidentiary hearing held in October, 1974, · 
on James Earl Ray's petition for a writ" of habeas corpus.· 

24. All reports, notes, or memorandums on information con­
tained in any tape recording delivered or made available to the 
FBI or the District Attorney General of Shelby County by anyone 
whomsoever. All correspondence engaged in with respect to any in­
vestigation which was made of the information contained in any of 
the foregoing. 

25. All records of any contact, direct or indirect, by the 
FBI, any other police or law enforcement officials, or their infor­
ma~ts, with the Memphis group of young black radicals known as The 
Invaders. 

26. All records of any surveillance of any kind of The 
Invaders or any member or associate of-that organization. This is 
meant to include not only physical shadowing but also mail covers, 
mail· interception, interception by ·telephonic, electronic, me.chanical 
or other means, as well as conversations with third persons and the 
use of informants. 

27. All records of any surveillance of any kind of any of 
the unions involved in or associated with the garbage strike in 
Memphis or any employees or officials of said unions. This is 
meant to include not only physical shadowing but also mail covers, 
mail interception, interception by any telephonic, electronic, 
mechanical or other means, as well as conversations with third 
persons ~nd the use of informants. 

28. All records containing information which exculpates or 
. tends to exculpate James Earl Ray of the crime which he allegedly 

·committed. ' • .,,. 
This request for disclosure is made under the Freedom of 

Information Act, 5 u.s.c. §552, as amended by Public Law 93-502, 
88 Stat. 1561. 
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• -AMES H. LESAR 
ATTORN£Y AT LAW 

1231 FOURTH STREET, S. W. 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 2002-4 iil-•., I, - -
flt II l J jJ U:° ~!l '75 

:i ,:· P 1.1 TY 
April 'EiP 1l97~c'HcRAL 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST 

The Deputy Attorney General 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Washin,gton, D. c. 20531 

Sir: 

On behalf of Mr. Harold Weisberg I am requesting disclosure 
of the following information on the assassination of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr.: 

1. The results of any ballistics tests. 

2. The results of any spectrographic or neutron activation 
analyses. 

3. The results of any scientific tests made on the dent in 
the windowsill of the bathroom window from which Dr. King was 
allegedly shot. 

4. The results of any scientific tests performed on the butts, 
ashes or other cigarette remains found in the white Mustang abandoned 
in Atlanta after Dr. King's assassination and all reports made in re­
gard to said cigarette remains. 

5. All photographs or sketches of any suspects in the assassi­
nation of Dr9 King. 

6. All photographs from whatever source taken at the scene of 
the crime on April 4th or April 5th, 1968. 

• 
7. All information, documents, or~reports made available to 

any author or writer, including but not limited to Clay Blair, 
Jeremiah O'Leary, George McMillan, Gerold Frank, and William Bradford 
Huie. 

This request for disclosure is made under the Freedom of Infor­
mation Act, 5 U.S.C. §552, as amended by Public Law 93-502, 88 Stat. 
1561. • 

Sincerely yours, 
: EAR.:H C ........ ; . •.:..~.t:J ...... --~ . 

; SERIAULD ............ FiLED ......... j 
- .) I 'E -MILWAU:<EE ~ l 

:...-~·--'_ ..... --=k.t..::..;",:._} _....,l Jz:.,;...,->s."--( __. 
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JAMES H. LESAR 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

910 SIXTEENTH STREET. N. w. SUIT£ eoo 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20<>0e 

Special Agent John Harting 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
6982 J. Edgar Hoover Building 
Washington, o.c. 20535 

Re: 

Dear John: 

Weisberg v. Dept. of Justice, 
C.A. No. 75-1996 

o· -
December 19, 1977 -· · 

I am enclosing a notarized privacy waiver by Mr. Bernard?; 11 £ 

Fensterwald,._.Jr. which authorizes you to release to 1faroi~j,s,f­
be-.E9 any records or information pertaining to him whichis con-. 
tained in FBI files. 

In addition to the FBI's Central Headquarters records which 
pertain to Mr. Fensterwald, I am requesting a search of certain 
FBI field offices where such materials may be found, namely: 

Alexandria 
Atlanta 
Baltimore 
Birmingham 
Boston 
Chicago 
Dallas 
Houston 
·Kansas City 
Los Angeles 
Memphis 
Mexico City 
Miami 
Milwaukee 
Nashville 
New Orleans 
Pittsburgh 
Portland 
Washington, D.C. Field Office 

• 

If you have any questions, please give me a call. 

Sincerely yours, E .R:H .D ......... r;: :::.:-::: ..• ·····•> 

:/41f_d--f/: 
: '.~'c~IALIZ::D ....•..... ..f:L~D:········ 1 

' • . '~} j 

Lesar -
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PRIVACY WAIVER OF BERNARD FENSTERWALO, JR. 

I, Bernard Fensterwald, Jr., 811 Prince Street, Alexandria, 

Virginia, have read the two Freedom of Information Act requests 

dated April 15 and December 23, 1975 which Mr. Harold Weisberg has 

made for Department of Justice records pertaining to the assassina-

tion of Or. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

I hereby authorize the Department of Justice to release to 

Mr. Weisberg and his attorney, Mr. James a. Lesar, apd only to 

them, any records responsive to Mr. Weisberg's requests-which 

mention or pertain to me, and to do so without excising my name 

or any details about me which appear in such records. 

- :n J ~ fH 
BERNARD FENSTERWALD, R. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

Subscribed and sworn. to before me this day of ----
~~k , 1911. 

• 

My Commission ~ires Octoller 3f, l.9.8.11 

- i 
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Letter to Memphis 
Re: FOIA Request of Harold Weisberg for Murkin material 

Mr. Lesar's request. It is noted that Mr. Fensterwald's 
privacy waiver is restricted to that information which only 
falls within the purview of the subject matter of 
Mr. Weisberg's Murkin request letters dated April 15, 1975, 
and December 23, 1975. 

Should this request be received by any of the 
recipient offices, any questions regarding handling of 
this request may be directed to Ralph Harp, FOIP~ Branch, 
FBIHQ, extension 5566. 

Enclosure~3) 

- 2 -
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FD-350 (Rev. 10-19-77) • • 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

Kennedy, Kll,i-lie~Pf Obes 
QU~tly toJ#jDUe 
· 1-NewYork,;i~esService/ fflth its staff m~mber~ Kennedy assa$$J.J)ation and 

shington, D.C. - iie ple ed to secrecy and hold. dft:errn1ud thatJ'.lS\f)"Hm .f!1 
sig on the police guai1

1 

's i~g losed hearings thre , Oswald acted aloneiu killing 
deslf reads "Restricted A~I a. t1m a week, the committe . Kennedy. · 
SCA staff only." fin gs are not yet public. De It th fl · f ;-

once' the Somewhat Scruf-
Bu.t the findings will be un- · w sp Ce e . n~ Qgs of the 

·1 d · o ·. --. • - . • arren ommt$Slon:and the 
fy building near the Capitol vei e_ m 1~ (lays J)f •public_: conviction of JaitiesEarl Ra 
housed millions of the FBI's h~anngs t9is fall, before the·, in the King cas th Ho y 
files_ and fingerprints. Today, committee'officially goes out j _ co ... mit~"';. '.. e, te use of business. • 1 ·- - ·~ . . ~.,,.. _ was se up to 
more than 100 staff members One set of public hean·ngs• ·.. tia_nsw_er the following ques- . 
of the House Select Commit- ons 
tee. on Assassinations work is scheduled for Septemberf,: • , -" 
on a hush-hush basis not un- the 0ther for November. It Who kWed John F. K~e-. 
like the FBI's own mode of has not yet been decided dy? . 

. . which of the two assassina-
;~~a~t~~o~~/he days of J. tions will be dealt with first Who killed Martin Luther 

in the hearings. Ki. _·n_·~ Jr __ .?., · - --
Police guard the committee · 

quarters 24 hours a day. Actually, there are two Did -the assassins of the 
two men wor.k alone or, as There are special locks on staffs. One group of lawyers, 

files filled with huge piles of researchers and investigators 
secret material. Every staff is assigned to the Kennedy 
member has been cleared by assassination. The other, ·or 
the bureau and the CIA. equal size, is investigating 

Created by the. House in the King assassination. 
the fall of 1976 to investigate · Mountains of Paper 
th~a,ssassinations of . p~-i- ,,ije two staffs have c;· -
de John F. Kennedy and\ e dU d more than' 2,000-in . -
Re Martin Luther King . r., vie1 s and examined mo 1 

• 

th committee is very m h taitl of documents furnis I d 
alive despite the almost total by overnment agencies a d 
silence in which it has enve- departments. 
loped itself in recent month&· The 5Wfs have had access 

It was scarcely a y~r ~go to 347 cubic -feet of files 
when the committee was· housed in the National Ar• 
very much on view: A widely chives; 998 volumes of FBI 
publicized dispute over staff- , material; 2,800 CIA files and 
ing and spending between 1,400 other documents; 4,386 
Rep. Henry B. Gonzalez (D· 'pages of reports by the Secret 
Tex.), who was then the Service, and numerous other 
committee chairman, and files and reports by the Drug 
Richard A. Sprague, then the Enforcement Administration, 
committee chief .counsel, Immigration and Naturaliza­
threatened for a time to end tion Service, Defense Depart• 
the panel's effectiveness. ment and Justice Depart• 

ment. Pledged to Secrecy 
Sprague subseq~eiltly re- Because of advanced tech• 

signed and was replaced by nology and sophisticated 

part of conspiracies? · 

How well did the FBI, the. 

l
et Service, police dep! 
ts_ and other investigati _ ·. 

a c1es or departments p 
.J -in probing, the assas • 
n ons? 

1 

G. [-bert -B·l·a--key, a Cornell. ,~put-ers, t-he ~om-mi_ttee 
Un -- ersity •_aw profess~[ _ b 1eves t. hat new ana!ys1s of 

. and the committee -is. n ch more tban was; ava • 
Go- alez also stepp--ed '8.Slru' - .' evidence can; d1sc1· e 

hea d-by Rep. ,Louis Sto s __ b in,1~4 ~h~n t~e\Va , 
· · (D-Ohib ). - " · .,- ,. · -' " -Commlss1op mvtstigated · , e 

l 
l-MI-62-1178 
~-MI-44-388 

MI only 

<Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.I 

_A-5 

MILWAUKEE JOURNAL 
Milwaukee, Wisc. 

Dat;?;/26/78 

Edition: '.Latest 

Title: 

Character: 

or 

Classification: 1'1. 
Submitting Office: ilwaukee 

SERI LIZE-D_lc:_ _.flLED_-___ 6-<. ... - ---•-

\

SEA CHEO ______ JNDEXED_. _______ _ 

[>.,: ,~ '{ l~i lb 
FBI-MILWAUKEE 

---
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FD-350 (Rev. 10-19-77) 

(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

Ray Says Photo Shows 'Raoul'., 
ros, Tenn. - James Earl Ray, s_erving a 99 l'ar 

se ce for killing the Rev. Martin Luthe~ King', r~ 
. sat Wednesday he has made positive identification ·. a 
pie e of the man he says set him up to take the bl ·.. e 
for e assassination. Ray said the picture of "Ra " 
was shown to him two or three months ago, but would 
not reveal who showed it to him. ~ 

• 

<Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

A-3 

MILWAUKEE SENTINEL 
Milwaukee, Wisc. 

Date: 3/39/78 
Final 

Edition: 

Title: 

Character: 

44-388 
Classification: 

or 

Submitting Office:Milwauk 

YY-38 s- So tj 
1 EARCHED _____ INDEXEL---1 

ERIALIZED_.-.bJJ LED~o.-----1 

[ !:[\(' r. ·1 '\07fl 
\t, \t.. .J ..... 

FBI MILWAUKEE / 
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FD-350 <Rev. 10-19-77) • 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

Police & Courts 
James Earl Ray, allowed to meet with reporters Wednesday 

atiushy Mountain State Prison in Petros, Tenn., claimed. ·.that 
he ad found a photograph of a man known as ,"Raoul,i" ~ho. 
all edly set him up to be charged as the sole slayer . the 
Re Martin Luther King Jr. Ray is serving 99 years for : g's 
19 murder. Nashville lawyer Jack Kershaw, who for . rly 
represented Ray, said later Wednesday that Ray had.made the 
same claim earlier. Ray said he was uncertain how he would 
proceed with the alleged new evidence._ _ -

<Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.I 

A-3 

MILWAUKEE JOURNAL 
Milwaukee, Wisc. 

Date: 3/30/78 
Edition: Latest 

Title: 

Character: 

C or ·r· t· 44-388 
lass1 1ca 10n: M, l uk 

. orr· 1,J. wa e Submittmg ice. 

1 EARCHED_ .INDEXED · 
~ERIALIZED~ILED....:t----:-_...;._---a 

rs.(AP n 1· 1978 l\i , , ' .' -

FBI-MILWAUKEE V 

1)..-r/ I 
FBI/ DOJ 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

,

II Nt OatbteioEndltors Say 

.1 StilfSuffers Loss of Kihg 
New York Times 

Who knows where Martin 
Luther King Jr. would have 
stood this morning had he not 
been gunned down in Mem­
phis 10 years ago. His strug­
gle for desegregation in the 
cities and towns of the Deep 
South was close to won. The 
drive for economic justice 
had just begun. The trek to 
Memphis to support a strike 
of garbage workers seeking 

higlr wages was symbo~ of ew situation. 
I losing Martin Luth 

Kin, , black Americans lost 
lea r who better than an -
one gave voice to their aspi­
rations and added a powerful 
vision of the fair society. All 
Americans lost a moral force 
that compelled them finally 
to confront the evil of racism 
and the costs of inequality. 

But something more was 
lost with Martin Luther King. 
Even in the midst of rebel­
lion, he had the American gift 
for searching out the "vital 
center," for building coali­
tions that stretched from the 
militant to the moderate and 
unified their objectives and 
ta~['cs in a boldly nonviolrnt 
stl\1··· ggle. It was no easy f sk 
an~ on the day he was stt ck 
do n, his own moveni;.,nt 
was visibly fragmenting. 

Those who knew him, 
however, felt sure that he 
would find a way to shift the 
attack against segregation to 
the more difficult issues of 
economic integration witho~ 
losing his hold on million 
His American dream su 
vives. It is up to us to ,r . 
create his ennobling tactics. 

<Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

A-21 

MILWAUKEE JOURNAL 
Milwaukee, Wisc. 

Date:4/7 {?8 
Edition: ate S t 

Title: 

Character: 

or 

Cl 'f' . 44-388 
ass1 1cahon: M. l uk 

S b ·tt· Off' n1 wa ee u m1 mg ice: 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

.F/les Show .. Plot J 
1 o >;l':\u· st:: IA'.'·1n·g· --,_. __ ;fi'.. ~\ 
1 · --~ ·IX · 
i. ._ :·.ft: -.. -_.. .. ~ · . :,:r, ;,.;-~~., , /·.~·.• :---~: ~~ ~::;_· 

/:: Washington, D.C. _,;;_UPI he was.faced: .. with the diffi• 
[- An unidentifie~b}ack! cult·probJem;ot tak!!tg ~p.s 
Jeader appare~tly,. wor~cid:i~o ~OYEldJOBf fro~1qhe•. . . 
:_with the FBI~in ·the' 1960fl_, ._tli~/tio'n~p. 1i:~re-~_,a cw_r:ot . · 
'an ef_f~rtto remove.;th~"~emi:sJ?V1p~"~1natc:at . 
'Martin-Luthet:King•Jr;·Jrom .. ,m.;chis.;comments a_ lack. o. 
nation~ prolninence.·. inf:tP,f.,,confid_enctH~hat .. lri'l';f~lon • .­
'civil rights qnovemen4Ji~~.;c coulct..,rbetsuccessful,\:{It .. 1 .. _ 
cording to. just ~~l~.~Ii::therefore•suggested that co~ 
files. . ·1:;, " ,, '> ·:t:~3t sidemtion~be giveir to the-.fol.,. 
: ~-e secret :offke1 )e/J9w,i~g ~?Ur~ 0~ a~~l,l~~(t{i 
_lona g to former FBI J:?irec0 .··'.""fhat.DeLoaali-:have·a)ur~ 
tor 1 • Edgar Hoover: were-·, ther discussion with (blank) 
o btal e& undetc a- Fre~om oL_ •nd of fee to,. be :chelpful • In 
lnf mation·. Act 'request connectiop. with the-problam 
-~ade by th!} Center '_f.~r ~~'" of removatof King from th& 
tional Sec~~ S~;: t~p--:,·' nation~ scene.!~:'\ ,,:,;;,/;::,: 

ya;h:~~t:~;:itli~\;ri:n::~J!tb:!::t 
which King.and his cl~~"":er, get..,:together with·,: other: 
'sociates were,perteiv.ed J.a:. black leaders such as James. 
threat by the,;_FBI.,,fii~ k.e_pt\; Farmer~1and .labor; leader ~~; 
under governme,n.fi1.u:,te1l•, · Philip:_-Randolph and "on a;: 
lance. durjn.g. th. e nr_· es.. ye. at~.-.: highly .. con.fidentia. l~;abai··_·• .. pe~od b7fore. Ki_ng's.:~i~ :· could brie_f .such a'.-~roup ,o, 
nation" 111.' .196~ th~.cente~~ the secunty background- Q -
said. :;;. • <::;_:,,:,. · ·. King." ,The-, b1iefing;;;_wouj . 

It said, for instance,,..a·Oet;;:, include;J'the·•use of._a. ta · _ · 
1, 1964, interoffice memo:.to- · such as contemplated in yo~ 
William Sullivan,,;then No.· a.~ memorandum, wi~. a.itrali1, 
in the FBI hierarcliy;.-'mdicat-':: script for.convenience•in f~' 
ed "the- FBI and a black lead•.· : lowing the t_ape, (and)' ~hould: 
·er apparently workedtogeth~-: be most convincing..'°;;·"':f,(, L· 
e~ in,,an effort}~'. eli~!,~~te_,,: ~'This might bave,th~-~ect· 
King. -· "''·'" 1 ~-, • oL increasing the- stature ol 

Th~ name of the coll~bora• . (blank). who iS\a capable per-~ 

;~fe:1: a: d~!~:~>~i!;_ ~~=~!:~!f::fJ!\:~e-
"(~ ank) stated to DeI:.oach i public, Sunday referred to the 

(ano., er top.·FBI official)thar Septi~.9;:4,964~~..'tmonitoring" 
at Atlanta, Ga.,.of a conversa--­
tion between King· and M~ 
hammad Ali, who wu then' 
facing: federal: draft· evasion 
charges. In another docu- '· 
ment, Atty. Gen. Nicholas, 
Katzenbach gave,- _}looveri 
blanket authority-to carryout 1, 
electronic surveillance in his; 
~absence Without prior· au .. -.· 
thority, as was required -~ 
the·time~ . :, '''f< -· . ,··· . ,: > ~:.~ 

!
. gwas shot and killed' , 

Me phis, _Tenn., April~-- •· j' 

19 .James Earl Ray~ i 
es ed . convict; · plead1 · i 
gu .:, to ~he murder. . . :~)::{J 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

:~ti" ~!~:i~~; : ·,;:;;~:. c;> 
Ki '-Jr-.--f-rom- national· ·· 
pr minenceitt-.the-.civil 
rights...mo-vement-ap:-- -· 
parentlyr: was. aidedu-b~-:r _ 
an unidentified black : 
leader, according,to,.FBt ' 
files just released. !Jlel: . 
secret files ."revealrthe 1 · 
extent to which King i ~ 
a~ his close associates '. 
WI re perceived as a 
th. at by the FBI . it··," -: · 
th Center--for-.National . · ; .. • :';;~i ~:-' - .1•; •. : 

Security Studies said.".,, - - . ~- .... ----

l-MI-80-383 
l~MI-44-388 

MI only 
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FD-350 (Rev. 11-11-75) ce 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

1FBI Used Black ill AttaI:ro.n Kffigl 
ashlngtoaPostService ··•.,;·'FBI also'deleted the name of black leaders was ever hell<; 

Washington, n c. _ The the black leader from the but according to the Intelll · 
FBI apparently ~orked with memo obtained by the center. · gence Committ~e•s 197' : 
a black leader. in its long un• Dated ~- 1, 1964, ~d , tudy on the King sme i 
dercover campaign to dis- addressed to late FBI Ass1st0 (i .. 
credit the late _ Re'/. MartiJJ _. ant Director ,William C. Sulli• 1 ~ • m~aign! info~ation abq tl 
Luther King Jr •according to., van,. -the memo alludes to a I l g s pnvate hfe was ma1 ~­
newly disclosed FBI docu• discussion the anonymous : ailable at the time to v · 
ments. · leader had a few days earlier • ious people. 

. The tentative schemfng, with. an~ther high ranking ,---------~ 
was disclosed ill-one of a se,. FBI official, cartha Deloach. 
ri es of memos from the confi•- . . "(Deleted) stated to . De-
dential files of late FBI Direc- . Loach that he was faced with 

the difficult problem of tak-
- •. ing- steps . to remove King 

from the national picturi 
1

. 

the FBI memo said. "He incl • 
cates in his comments a la11 ·I 
of confidence that he, alo • 

-' could be successful." · 
As a consequence, the 

memo suggested DeLoach 
> : ... "have · a further· discussion. 

. . with (deleted)· in connection 
. •. · with the problem of the re-
; : . nioval of King." . · 
' ·. · DeLoach, it was added, 
-• : : -could also suggest that ( delet­

Martm Luther King Jr. · · · ed) might desire to call a 
. . meeting. 0£ Negro leaders in° 

tor J. Edgar Hoover. The-_ eluding, among others, civil 
Center for National Security- · rights leaders such. as. James· 
Studies obtained the memos Farmer and. A •. Philip . Ran• 
under the Freedom of In• dolph as well as some promi• 
f~rmation-Act.. ; · i ·, ; nent black judges, ministers 
., Senate investigators have-·, and public officials.::' ; · _._ 

P, eViously revwed that· the: . - The 1 memo- concluded by-
1: I's campaign against King,, stating-- that those invited 
included a proposal to groom , might then see "the danger of 
a new "national Negro lead•. :.King . to the overall .civil 
er" to take his place. · - rights movement." · " · 

But in making that discov.:. "(Deleted) is already we!1, 
ery some years ago, the Sen-; aware of this," the FBI mem 
ate Intelligence Committee '. emphasized. •· _1 

also said it had contacted the• - . There is no indication th · . 
proposed successor to King .i the proposed meeting of i 
only to be told that "he was 
·not aware of the FBI's plans 
for him or of any attempts by:· 
the FBI to promote him as-a 
ciVil rights leader.'.. .,;, ·:, 

!lie newly declassified~I 
m, mo suggests otherwi e, 
al1 ough it is not conclu51.' e. 
Tt name of the man the..: I 
hatl secretly anointed . as 
never been made public. The · 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

. • .. '·,,. ·:·;,;:,_ c:.:. . ' ... , .... ~ ::· 1 

~on New Evi~e,pce ; ~ I 
b Assassinations / 

. :' '\ 'J . . ; . 
Los Angeles Times Special expenses and wages for con• 
Was~ington, .. D.C. - De- sultan~; includi~g ballistics, 

spite a te~io~ ex~nsi~e and. forensic ~<t111edrcal exp;~ ., f' 
far rangmg,10vest1gation, a •Interviewed more tha~ 
blue ribbon congressional l 500 witnesses.;-..· . 
committee has uncovered no ' •Examined' voluminou~ 
si~nifica~t evidence ?f ~on- documents, some previo~l~ 
sp1racy_ in the assassmat1ons secret, dealing with prio• 
of President Kennedy or Mar- investigations of both assassi.'r 
tin Luther King Jr., according nations. 
to dozens of. sources inter- - •Expended extensive,•ef- , 
'Vtewed by the Los Angeles fort rechecking ol<l leads dis,;. '.i 
Tini· s. . .. . .. ... ..credited by,, prior _investiga•:· 

j ack leaders, in ~C:i~utitJ;tors· ~nd chasing 'afte_r what• 
the overnment, were princi•,._,consp1racy buffs, particularly 
paf y responsible for creation attorney ~nd au~hor ~.arlo. 
of the House Select commit• . Lane, call new evidence. . .· 

tee on Assassinations, reflect• Clarifying unsubstant.ia. ti· __ · 
ing a strong belief among rumors and exaggerations bj , 
blacks that James Earl R,ay conspiracy buffs may tun · 
did not act alone in the assas- out to be the committee?t '. 
sination of King. principal service to the Ame 

The assassinatiC?Ds commit1-·· ·ican public. ·· . Jf:i 
tee is split into two subcom;; 
mittees, one focusing o 
Ke!nedy, the other on Kin~f~.½ 

l uring its 20 month in~t· 
tiga. ion, the committee h~ 

Spent almost $5 mill" n~ 
on ~ff salaries"- travel andj 

(. 
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