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S ;s‘”s‘i’sfed
| ;*Com‘c:dence&

“OPrison omcxalsj fruitlesslymattem'bteti“ 1.fo- ¢
Morgam County shenff’s.;office;when the{ escape oc-
cur;ed only to find that the: local xelephone system had~

'State SafeW Cominissioner: Joei* Plummer, the
stafe’s top law-enforcement officer, was. in Texas ;on
- busjness at the time of the escape

e lummer’s deputy commxssnoner, Highway. Pati 1-
Conlmander Richard M. Dawson, was w1th his mothpr
onatnp to Alabama. . ;*‘* ”3’ . gj Fota W

%
OPnson Warden Stony Lane was on ,vacanon in C I
pus Christi, Tex. ‘..M T s WA .m.m g &
In ‘thé past ‘Gther "coincidences’ concernmg the K’ng
mqrder have fueled speculatxon about a possnble con-;
spiracy. i .7

. fter the ng sIaymg in
Memphis on Apnl e 1968,-a-shortwave radio broadcasty
told of an imaginary-chase-in the city’s suburb.: The;
shortwave report said there-were shots. being fired in%]
the'chase, and Memphis: police were dispatched to the -
area. Some said this dxstracted them from apprehendmg ]

Police believe the shortwave broadcast was done as a.
prank by a teenager, but there has been no- conclusive”

explanatxon i ; Gl

Fgy’s costly trip to Atlanta then te Canada and fmal-
1y t)-Europe has not-been-explained. The FBI has hinted-
that Ray committed several armed robberies to-suppent -

theirip, but this has never been offxc:ally verme i
2id A S {‘% ot e medaenrt tn b

CE;kT—44-388

) “'l TR
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Y. i capture in London
- for: the-murder. of the Rev:
Martin Luther King, Ray was

~ How.. did -the.. convicts get.
- surrounded by extremely

under alive elecmc wue«that
;dangled: less ‘than..a

since,

“a federal’ “court.. )udge ruled

_that; sohtary conﬁnement for

-ZRay S protectlon violated- his-
ht

breakout is:that: ‘other prison
ersizaided:- the escapees byx

~>The~ only gunfxre came: : k
,,..ffrom Tower 3, a wall obser- the samé open-yard exercige
. vation< post'miore- than* 150, Privileges available .to ot
yards acrosé* the ¢ompounds PPriSONErS: ii:iest ¥obi
. It slightly> wounded Jerry
. Ward the-last man-to make it-
Blanton sald Sunday that ‘over the‘wall, Ward was re-'}
investigators. had found- ‘captured‘almost immediately.
marks _on. the prison .wall ., Another guard post less
where it meets ‘a rock. 'cliff - than<50 'yards away was
that Lelps form one side of -€MPty because it is‘manned
the compound. There is a gap only i emergencies; accord-
between the wall and. the- ingto Dav1s and Henderson-‘
. cliff, creating a.notch ‘that
“makes the Wall lower at. this x,,.;n.Custom De51gned
. point-and_ provides ‘more:~ .

_, f’?;uceg Z’S‘:Seagl;ﬁet;gbﬁﬁg - key shaped fdot 4t the bottom’

“on’ the wall came from-a: wkeep it'away from:the' walk
makeshift ladder used for the and an arigled piece at the top
escape, Blanton said. ; thaticfit~ almost“perfectly’

~ Murray Henderson, correc- - across the wall. It*also could’
tions. commissioner,. said>the be! concealed: in* preces_ and

_gap apparently. worsened- af- qulckly assembled. "1 x
ter.severe winter. weather - Larry Hacker, a 32 year

eroded the aging stone wall: . _old” ‘Tobber- and: safecracker,
" worked'-in % the i'prison’s
TN Pewer Failure 553

: :_plambing plant-and'was iden- |
ther theory concerns a <tified by officials as'the thost’
Prfaxlure at’ the-prison.--likely-‘creator-of the -lacder.-
Hegderson ‘acknowledged But- Hacker did: not confirm
that there was a failure the this after his’ recapture rly
night of the escape, but he Sunday:” -« © R

‘“The: ladder- was" cistom-
- desighed=for-the’ job; with &’
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Brnshy Monnmn,';
. ..Ap.. James. Earl Ray, the _'fugxtxve s1ghted with: Ray just =
mnwcged a.s&ssm of the Rev. -before midnight. remained: at-..

tturd -fugitive,s

: , taken: at ‘that
- Cumberland. Mountams, 54 nl;n 34 was i iy

- hours after he and five other.

b mma_t% ~‘*,.}Afew our after Raywas‘
. iscaled. 3. wall. and.:selzed police“arrested Donald "
% Ray':Caylor; ‘24, another .of "
R R R the< fugltlves who fled> with*
We-»havé'Mr.Ray in3’i:i1 ay.”Caylor--was- spotted
§axd Jim Henderson,,a walkmg along a street in-Oak-

‘, GoTE e

y‘,s enc through the car wi

- Warden- Stoney* Lane and a
dgputy warden. The‘car was’

,.f« urarmed officers.* ~#x:ux

4 capturéd only fwe'mnles from

2to" Brushy Mountam State‘

Caylor §'return’to’ the pris
on left only Douglas‘ Sheltou

year oldh.Ray was:

“Prison'in a squad car ‘and was :
;taken" to- the
bmldmg:’

‘Ray appeared “fired- but.

“alert and wide~ eyed.y en’]

w."His hair’ was‘wet ahd
Xothes. a

bfack *sweatshirtand “bladk
pants, were covered'thh
sand and mud: His face also
was smeared with mud.’ Rt
Riding with Ray * were

fjilowed by an open -four
vheel drive vehicle: carryxng

VA senior state pomh'c'e'r

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

L e e

T (Indicate page, name of

newspaper, city and state.)

A=l
MiTwaukee Journal
Milwaukee, Wisc,

6/13/77
Date: . Latest
Edition:
Author:
Editor: R.H. Leonard
Title:

Character:
or

Classification: Mi 1waukee
Submitting Office:

[T} Being Investigated

Y7338 S

;EARCHED ——e INDEXED —___
ERIALIZED L FILED o
JUN 141977
FBI—MILWAUKEE /

[T~




- ithin minutes after Ray'siz: self: for-the ordeal ‘of the es«
;a-conyoy of Nationaliy; cape and fiight:s - 15 T2

Guard_tmcks began amvmg.
Ioafied “with” fuel :fof ‘the’, 165

opemtxon Monday "mqrmn_
.along with'160- mxhtaryz.po-
licemenzasig G Hineisihd bag
State Safety Commissioner?
Joel Plummer, who had taken:
‘charge of the operanon Sun
day,relayed a ‘statemen
from Gov. Ray Blanton's of-"3'
‘fice saying: the governor.was;
extremely pleased with-Ray’s,
capture” B T dm
. 3Hour Chase 4 :
Lane said Ray was: cap“
tured after a chase of three
-hours and three ;miles -
through heavily. . wooded "
creek” bottoms and- hillsides..
After;the initial sighting, the ..
bloot ounds picked up a “‘hot -
traclf” and pursued ‘Ray until”

D

they found * him- in“woods, -~

lyingfon the: ground covered

‘eglef et

" placed in .

Page Two
1 -MI-88-New
1-44-388

! A g :yE Hackes,:serwng a

e search lntensxfxed, after’ 2875 year term for. safecracking

the capture‘ of ‘Hill, the other., and; :Qbhez&ﬁ:th a deadly
suspects ha ‘spht up a : p

pnson yard to preparelhxm-

RESRS mast ermin of. the escape. He
“Some:of the wcapees'wor e by~a—hxghway':But Lane saidx'was; captured,’eatly’ SEmday

o FBL: agent.; and two

hemselves out in' the, initial? that becaus ~only one:set oft py
dash:from-the-prison,. Plum- ffreshfhoun
metssaid. " Buts Ray,: bemg = %yre chose 2 i
older,,and‘-faxrly cunmng. ‘thé Toad'on’ the "west. sme.’_ . ; nd.
didi’t moveas much:” <1 We dida’t Know: at” the :Wer’e’%‘ e*f ztnd then:. cnmes
Ray stayed with hIS escape - time'it was Ray,” he said./ %502 gil1} murder? and7rape,
pIan until his trail was picked -  Officers said:~that: they She[ton,« ‘murder; : Caylor,
up:by-the fresh- bloodhounds. . .could: hear,Shelton.moving in.armed-:robbery; and:.David
searly Monday: Then, he ran~ the’ woods butthat the dogs,.]ee Powell, murder. Jerry W.
as hard.as he could until he followed Ray’s tracks.., :Ward, a. bank- robber, was
could ‘ot run-anymore. He . - Authorities. said ‘heavy. shot..and..eaptured "as he
Ssurrendered-without a strug- “thunderstorms that raked: the-j~ caled the prison ‘wall Friday.
sofse wami-ii §ighl’ Cumberland. Mountains - earss: vpowe}}« fhe~only "black in
",;Lane* smd :Ray- would: be lier-in-the day, the first.rain ihe group,- was spotted Satuf-
‘“‘administrative since the-escape took. place. day by helicopter-and appaf-
segregation” for three days Friday evening; helped in the ‘ently waited until officers (n
while a hearing on the escape’ search. The moisture could the ground picked hlm up.
was conducted. “It is not soli-- _ help the dogs follow the fugi-
:tary-confinement; but his. tives’ scent because the scent:
* movements inside the prison would adhere to damp earth -
_are_sharply resgncted ” the much . better than to dry~
' ground :
T:Ray “faces ‘2’ dxsciphnary . Blanton”said *he had’ keptf
hearing within.the next three - US Atty. Gen: “Geiffin_-Belk.
39y - sl briefed on'the search and that‘

e Av.ga I P

3

:; days.:: T
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Monday by Werden
eputy Warden Herman Dav
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| Escape Ties

Washington, D.C, — UPI
~— Two investigators of the

House Assassination Commit-
tee said Monday they had
found no evidence to indicate
James Earl Ray received out-
side help in his Tennessee
prison escape. :

“I cannot report that there

was aid from the outside. No

aid from the outside has been

found,” Deputy Chief Coun-
sel’ Robert Lehner told an
_open meeting of the commit-
tee.

* “There is a possibility he

acted alone. There is a possi-

bility he acted with others.

. There is even the possibility
he was a latecomer to the
escape.”

But Lehner also said “there
is no evidence that he had

any funds or arms” when he

was apprehended Monday.

Several members of the .

committee, which is looking

into the possibility of con- -
spiracies in the murders of |

the Rev. Martin Luther King

Jr. and John F. Kennedy,

have expressed fears that
y was sprung in order t
killed. Ray at first coi

ied it.

fybsed to killing King, they}

plimations.

JL.ehner and Edward Evayg,
jef investigator of a sy)-
mmittee probing the Kif
eath, traveled to Brus !
Mountain State Prison jn |
Tennessee over the weekend.
Lehner said Monday the Ten-
nessee Bureau of Investiga-
tion is condueting a thorough
investigation of the escape.

Evans said there was no
evidence that clothing stolen |
from a car near the prison-
“had anything to do with the
escape.” :

In giving his initial report,
Lehner said there were two
general .theories about the
escape:

®It was internally orga- |
nized by the prisoners, and it
is possible that some prison. :
ers joined the escape at the
last, moment when they saw
it unfolding. .

®Qutside aid was not ruled .
out, but it would be “every
man for himself” if prison
authorities sounded an alarm
bell that could be heard

ughout the valley. y

vestigators are hopef
R4y himself can provide

JAMES EARL RA
In Custody
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| James ‘Earl Ray E:éé“épe{

Speculatm ‘that- J’ames Eaﬂ Ray mxght have been .
aided in*his escape from’ Brushy Mountain State Prison
in Tennessee-as-part of a conspiracy has-added interest .
to a House of Representatives subcommittee investiga- -
tion into the 1968 assassination of the Rev. Martin Lus*
ther King Jr: The theory is that unknown individuals,
who also might have been involved in-the killing, want.
ed to keep Ray from testxfymg before the House body. .

Interesting. as. ‘such ‘speculation may be, however,
there are some other questions that should be answered
before pursuing the mystery of why Ray escaped. Spe-
cifically, a full scale mvesnganon should be made of
how he managed to slip out.’; i v

The man, after all, was found gu1lty of one of the
most controversial killings of the sentury, with political
and racial overtones..He.had also attempted escape
twice before and, onone occasmn, was successful.

Consuienng all of tlus, ‘Brushy Mountain prison au-.
t orities should be called on.the carpet to explain fully
v hy security on Ray>was not tightened to the point

v here a repeat perfonnance was impossible. ... __f’

~ - ..
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ay Cusio

~rom "e:ztmel Wire Semces?- :

5 Ty

\ashviﬂe, Tenn. w— Gov.
Ray Blanton, obviously an-
gsred by accusations that ofs

ficials may have conspired in -

James Eari Ray’s -escape,
zsked President Carter Mon-
cay to take the convicted kill-
er of the Rev. Martin Luther
Kizg Jr. into federal custody.

Tiftean hours after the self-
proc‘axmed escape . artist
dropped  exhausted on a
u.\. cuntainside and was recap-

tured as he feebly tried to
barrow under a pile of leaves,
EBlanton announced in Nash-
viile that he had asked Carter
1o z2ccept custedy of Ray. .. -

“I'm oifering him to the"

president of the United

fJtares)” Blanton said with a -
ile, “If they want him, .

eV canhave him.”

. RSP

“Considering that James
Farl Ray was convicted of
murdering a figure of nation-
al prominence; that he was
an escapee from a Missouri
state prison at the time of
this murder; that he has-made
one escape from behind walls
in Tennessee and attempted
two others, and considering
the immense cost ... and
that we are hampered by fed-
eral court order in our efforts
to secure this prisoner — I
am requesting that the feder-
al government accept custody
of James Earl Ray,” Blanton
said in a letter to Carter, -

Ray, little the worse for his.|

futile 54 hour bid for free-

- dom, ate heartily at Brushy |

-Mountam State Pnson and

awaited his lawyer’s arrival.

He was taken first to the
.prison infirmary, where he
i was pronounced fit despite
-scratches and cuts from his

flight through the woods and
thickets with two blood)e

-hounds baying on his trail.

. He was placed in “admini:
[ .
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. Early Sunday a federhl

trative segregatlon” In a one-«- ,agent, aided. by-two sherififs
lan cell in Block D. ... deputies, recaptured Larry. E..

: “: Hacker; 32, believed to have

Although he "can “talk ' peen- the. ringleader - of: the
through the bars of his cell to  gscape. Hacker; serving. two
ther- prisoners, he: will' re- 28.terms- for. armed: robbery;
main:locked up. except.for-a . was_arrested at at.a-church
daily 30 minute exercise peri- about four miles: east of the

S 4 ARother of the fugmves =
to the. cell-and. he loses his:convicted murderer David

$22-a week job’in-the laun- Lee Bowell, "the ‘onl

: ! y, black
dry;.A:hearmg;mll}bef held t  sur-
this.week *10-. determine - ré’i‘,ﬁ’é?ed“éaféﬁia”;"io 2 el
whether: he should be prose-:‘copter crew in an-open { field
cuted for escape. If convicted, * pear Wartburg.. .
he could:be- held:under ad- SR
ministrative: segregation and: Another prxsoner ‘was
have. his- chances of being wounded during the escape
considered for parole delayed and recaptured almost imme-
until .sometime: early in- thend‘ately-

Tells of stgust

Search Continues -The governor said he was
C VR - nomE dlsgusted with suggestions:
The search contmued for . .that prison - officials helped

the last of the seven convicts 'Ray escape by relaxing.re-

who went-over the wall at ‘strictions. He had earlier indi-;

Brushy Mountain Friday. - "cated he thought Ray would
Authorities saxd “plood- ROt have escaped if not for a

hounds had fost ‘the trail of -federal courtorder. ™. -
Douglas Shelton, 32, a con- + “In January, 1970;- James
victed murderer, but they . Earl Ray petitioned the feder-
were- sure he was still "al court for relief from the
hemmed up in the same crag- harshness of his confinement,
gy, coal filled mountains that. and the court advised "the
defeated Ray. - _state to devise a plan to pro-

Ray and" tvjvlo' comﬁamons ‘vide Ray with additional
— Shelton:and’ cellmate Earl- opportunities for wgrk rec-
Hln,;]r had:been free nearly reation and exercise.”” ..
50 hours when. bloodhounds -, Blanton. apparently felt
caught their trail Sunday that the state could not ade-
night near a strip mine eight - quately guard Ray under
miles northeast of the prison.  such circumstances.

They ran in different dxrec- “All of us: have had our
tions. Officers quickly found integrity questioned:and all
Hill hiding in a thicket. Hill, of us are a little tired of it,”
34, is serving two life terms Blanton said. “There -were
for murder. - .. national officials in the news

o Y

L - media that did question our
Walking Along Street integrity and even said we
may have been part of the

fi utes
Six hours and ve mm escape.”

after Ray’s arrest, Donald
Ray Caylor, 24, was taken

ipto custody while walking-
zjong a street in Oak Ridge,
Tjenn., about 10 miles to the
€pst.

" Blanton said the search for

Ray has cost about $178,000
in state funds “and that
doesn’t even mclude court or

- pretrial costs.” .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




HACKER
CAUGHT

RAY & HlLth
%CAUGHT .

. :
Devomog BeechG v
" Petros hu".'hJ

LRDITEIR B4 ”
Wctibdrg —:]STATE
fartbu W PRISON
POWELL | < o) - .

CAUGHT’
-HERE

CAYLOR
SURRENDERS

() AT
Map of the Petros (Tenn.) area indicates . and four. other convicts were recap-
where James Earl Ray, the convicted -~ -tured. They had escaped Friday from

kil ker of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., the Brushy Mountam State Prison. .,
N T R UPIMap
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(ﬁuardloselff
JOb ’0ver S ndicals page, name of
Ray Escape

Petros, Tenn, — UPI — A~
guard who allegedly was ei-:
_ther reading or “looked the:
other way" when James Earl
Ray and five companions
_went over the wall at Brushy
Mountain State Prison was
fired Thursday .for negli-
gence. ‘ -

\Floyd Hooks, 38, was in’

. * tH} tower closest to the sec-
tith of the wall-the:convicts,
sCdled. He"refused to com- . A=2
ment on his firing or fay ]
whether he would appjhl. Milwaukee Sentinel

“Right now, I don't cargito . .
talk about that,” he said. Milwaukee, Wisc,

“His (Hook's) primary re- .
sponsibility is to keep eye on
wall and see that nobody gets
within 10 feet of it,” Correc- - 6/17/77
tions Commissioner C, Mur- Date: Final

ray Henderson said. Edition
. J on:

“I know some people who Authors .
said he was reading. Others . . fdi R H, Wills
said he looked the other wa - wditor:
the whole time. ; - - ) : Title:

“Hooks said he was paying
attention to the yard, but the . - .
evidence is overwhelming = - ) . - | Character:

that he looked the other

How |jan seven men [t : or .
across|ghe wall if you [¥e .+ | Classification: Milwaukee

payingl} attention? The d§i- ' : Submitting Office:
dencejust doesn’t welgh i
out,” Henderson said. - : (T3 Being Investigated .
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;h’. MSY¥STG 02 o SRR
GUARD"‘FIREW b
Floyd Hooks;: 38; was?

fired Thursday from{*;.

Hooks:was’ manmng,‘éﬁ
the guard tower closest»&,
_to__the spot. where
James Earl Ray and six
other inmates climbed :

" thefwall’to escape last:ﬁv
‘week. :The. seven men
were recaptured "and 5
Friday.they were found &
gwilty of escape and!
plced in administra-if
tivle segregation for an.
ing eflmte penod.

3

MI-88-7126

MI-44-388
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LG

ELather™ (Marty),
K.i_n m;son of the:Rev: itz
tin ter. King Jr.;.said Fris-
. day n Maeon, Ga:,‘thathe did.
_not’believe that’confessed:
assassin: James Earl. Ray a.ct—~
‘ed=aloneswhen:-he 'shot ¢ his
father: andZthat’:“thére cer~
tamly had’ to-besome kind of.
consplrzcy KIng,ls said he

‘ha¥e éscaped wth'e-' ay toh
London™ afterthe. slaying....s

>
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imes Earl Ray Wants Retractions of 2 UPI Stories

York, N. Y, —~UPI—

Jam¥s Earl Ray, convicted
slayer of Martin Luther King
Jr., has asked United Press
International to retract two
stories carried by the wire
service in-the past month.

e first dispatch, carried
May 29, was a story quoting
a cqpyrighted Nashville Ten-
- nesdlan exclusive interview

that: carried the headline:
“Would Plead Guilty Again,
Ray Admits.”

The second story, written
by UPI while he was at large
large after his June 10 escape

from Brushy Mountain State

Prison, depicted him ~— based
on records of previous inter-

views with a social worker,

his -onetime attorney and le-

gal pfocee@ings — as a man
who never got along with his

.poverty stricken family,

drifted between holdups and
who Jed a bitterly lonely life.
Referring to the second
story, Ray said it served “to
convince the public, and in-
fluence the courts, that eyen
it T am not guilty in the
Martin Luther King Jr. hofii-
cide I belong in prison.” |

T
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Financing ing Plot

" ByJESSE JACKSON = |

THE NINE years since a sniffr’s
single bullet stopped the mortal li oA
the "Rev. ‘Martin Luther King Jr., the
mystery of how many fingers were on
the trigger has grown,

::The mystery isn't only one of who
schemed,/ financed: and committed the
assassination. There is also the question
of who schemed, financed and created
the_moral climate that led-directly to
King's death. ‘

Eight years ago, the law satisfied itself
that James Earl Ray was the single mind
and hand in King’s death. But all that has
happened since then has made it incrgas-
ingl} evident that the complex realit§ of

thqkssassination could not have beeglthe
_solkary handiwork of a man Who
couldn’t even pass muster as a first class
burglar. . ‘

* 'WHAT’S BROUGHT the mystery into
new and disturbing focus after years in
the bureaucratic maze is the desperate
escape and recapture of Ray. ~

He’s back in his cell now, and it's im-
portant that we-don’t let the question
that his escape resurrected go back in
there with him.  ° :

Please consider some of them with me;
they ask yourself if we don’t owe ¥
outjelves, to our future and to Ki
mdhory to-face all the facts of both{the
de¢|s and of the times that stole il
. from us.

* FIRST, but not necessarily th
moit disturbing, questions focus on
hingpelf.

e year before King's assassinati
Ray was a prisoner in Missouri, doing
time for stealing, an unremarkable felon
without record or reputation for vio-
lence, or for making big scores.

| Yet, after he escaped his Missouri pris-

on and before he was captured 131
months later across the Atlantic in Lon-
don, he had lived in Canada twice, had
_raised and spent $10,000.to pursue King
and then to flee, and had somehow man-

A succession of Ray confidants has

int: that he acted alone/“th
was a dupe, that he was part of a con~
spiracy. Ray also has contradicted him-"
self, claiming sole responsibility and then
darkly hinting of a conspiracy. Most re-
cently he has spoken unspecifically about
a-“Raoul,” who -guided him to and.

. through the assassination.

AS DESPERATELY as we need an-
swers to these questions, history and the
future also urgently need o know how
the climate was created that gave us Ray
and his co-conspirators.

Some key answers are hidden in, ironi-
call}, the Department of Justice, the
ian of our rights which sancti¢hed
ficial “get King" operation so |#in-

e thatits ggents burst into chiers

hey learned that Ray had silenced
ce they could not. MY

Thige were the agents of the FBI
signed to maintain continual surveillan|
of every element of King’s life. They
their job with relish and devotion, eaves- -
dropping on all King said with hidden °
electronics, watching all through tele-
scopic lenses on their cameras.

Their mission was not to preserve his
rights in life but to discredit his witness
and morally damage his life.

ONE OF THOSE FBI agents, now re-
tired, was Arthur Murtaugh. He has told
how a key unit in the investigation of
King’s assassination was the very core of
the FBI “get King"” squad, Murtaugh has
been quoted as saying that when King
was wounded, the agent in charge of the

_ unit shouted, “I hope the SOB dies!”

A1l} when word was flashed that King
was {1ead, Murtaugh recalled, the same
agen| umped up and down joyo
ing, “They finally got that SOB!”

b

_aged to supply himself with plausible '

-identification and passports.

“]t seéms no less remarkable that he
méhaged to position himself in a d-
inghouse window with a clear lin§)of
sid )t over roofs and into the courtyarj} of

¥g’s motel in Memphis — a city {lay
* had never before seen in his life.
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The FBI in 1968 was an accurate, ep-
thugipstic reflection of its director’s §jll
and{sense of duty. His hatred of g
wag well known, as was his fear of {pe
“subversive” civil rights movement. The
FBI also knew something else: The direc-
tor had the ear and confidence of the
most powerful.

None of them ever told the director
How to run his EBI, but all knew he ran it
in the most useful way he could. We
need to know who helped Ray and why,
but we obviously can’t give the FBI prin-
cipgl responsibility for finding out.fAt
lead) not until the character assassina
plotjed by it in our name has been tof
€x| sefl\as well as those responsible
it. : : -
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An attorney for James Earl Ray said Friday that his
clien§ could not be tried on a prison escape charge lg-
caus{i he was unlawfully confined. The attorney, J k.
Kers{law, said at a preliminary hearing at Tennessel$s
Brusjly Mountain State Prison that Ray, convicted {§-
sassin of Martin Luther King Jr., would plead not guilty |
tothe charge. . '
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Tejnessee, his lawyer I%
inesday. Jack Kers
outjtied Ray’s fears 4§}
hearing on'the state’s reqtest
to dismiss Kershaw’s petition _
and ‘clear the way for the '
trapsfer. Kershaw alsogsaid
Ral would plead inn
Frijlay to an escape chjrge
stgnming from his p}.
breik June 10, ‘
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PRG-I RN YO TORAT FATrTes
/ Tennessee’s. Civil: Service Commission: bla.med Brushy 5

Mountam State Prison-officials Tuesday-for: the escape; -
-J e-1Q-0f James Earl Ray, convicted killer of the Rev.isq
riint Luther King"Jr. The commission ordered. the "
“niinstatement — with $800 ‘back - pay. ‘= of guard” A
Floyde Ray-Hooks, 38, who had been-fifed for negli- — A=3
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Polygraph Points to Ray’s Guil}

UPland AP -

s+ Chicago, Hl.'— A lie detec-
Jor: test indicates that James
“Earl Ray killed the Rev. Mar-
$in. ‘Luther King Jr. all by
‘himself, according to the cur-
rent issue of Playboy Mmaga-
&me

Playboy said the polygraph
test was the first Ray.had
taken since he was arrested
June 8, 1968, for the assassi-
‘pation of the civil rights lead-
§r. The magazine said the
‘questioning was .done at
‘Brushy Mountain Penitentia-
ry in Tennessee June 22,
Shortly after his abortive es-
‘eape.
¢ Playboy said Ray, in-
formed of the test results,
-inaintained his innocence,
~although he originally con-
“Tessed to King’s murder.
“:  According to the magazine,
‘$he key sequence in the poly-
Jgraph interview is:

Q: Did you kiil Martin Lu-
;ther King Jr.2
: Ray: No.

Q: Do you know for sure
who killed Martin Luther
King Jr.2

Ray: No. )

Officials of John E. Reid

and Associates, the polygraph’

firm that administered the
test, said Ray’s involuntary
responses, as picked up on
} polygraph machine, indi-

d he lied, Playboy report-

\_iPlayboy also cited another

James Earl Ray ¢

sequence in the polygraph
questioning:

Q: Did anyone ask you to
kill Martin Luther King Jr.?

- Ray: No.

"Q: Did you arrange with
.anyone to kill Martin Luther
King Jr.?

Ray: No.

. Q: Did anyone give you any
money to kill Martin Luther
King Jr?.

Ray: No.

The experts said that on
the basis of the . polygraph
readmg, he was telling the
truth in these responses, ac-
cording to Playboy.

* Ray said he escaped in
hopes of “making some sort
of arrangements to turn my-
self in in exchange for a

" trial.”

“You know, I don’t think
the state has that much of a
case against me,” he told
Playboy. “I believe I'd have a

good chance of being acqui
ted.” .

Ray claimed that he act
alone in the June 10 escape,

although others made the.

break with him. He was re-
captured two days later.

Ray referred to the myste-
rious “Raoul,” for whom he
said he was running guns at
about the time of the King
assassination. Asked where

ot the $9,500 he spent on
ttempt to flee after the
ling, -he said most came
om Raoul, as payment for
his gun running.

Ray’s lawyer, Jack Ker-

shaw, said in Nashville Mon-
day that the polygraph. test

‘was faulty. He contended

that when Ray answered
“no’* to the question on
whether he killed King, the
polygraph showed little dif-
ference from Ray’s response
to other questions.

Warden Stoney Lane said
Kershaw had told him that
the Playboy writer who came
with him to see Ray was an
investigator. The warden also
claimed Kershaw said the lie
detector test was directly
connected with the case.

“We didn’t know until this |

afternoon,” he said. “He

(Kershaw) comes in and pulls |

a deal like that. The lie detec-
tor test just blew my ming;
They took us to the cleaney

on that deal. I just couldnf}

believe it.”
Herbert Jenkins, who W

MI ONLY

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

—— A-5
MILWAUKEE JOURNAL
MILWAUKEE,WISCONSIN

Date:
Edition:
Author:
Editor:
Title:

8/9/77
LATEST

R.H. LEONARD

Character:
or
Classification:

Submitting Office: MTT,WAUKEE

(] Being Investigated

- 396~ 42
SEARCHED _#. ™ NDEXED ___
SERIALIZED ’\HLFDA

/"\_J:f; e r S

FBI —IWILWAU:\LE

l

FBI/DOJ




|| member of the Nation{l |
\,‘dvisMy Commission on Ciy/
it Disorders, said the poly
taph test “squares with tHi
evidence.” .
. “As I recall, the FBI was
convinced with the evidence
at hand that he (Ray) was the
+ only person and there was no
conspiracy.”
Ray was sentenced after he
aded guilty. Later, howev-
g1, he sought to attribute thj}'
ying to a mysterious a

5
b

mplice. I
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Not ‘satisfied with the, re-:

sylts of a polygraph testijpr-

Ray, convicted slayer of |
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.,
says he will arrange for at
least two more lie tests for -
his _client. ‘Playboy said the
s showed Ray lied when

el lawyer, Jack Kersh

" cotimented: “One nevertke-

lies on one lie detector tes
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The attorney for ¢onvicted.
tiller James Earl Ray says h
Has persuaded Ray to drop-i.

1 million libel suit against-|
Playboy magazine. Ray, con-.
wvicted killer of the Rev. Mar-

in Luther King Jr,, filed the

uit over a Playboy. story that; — A~

aid lie detector tests showed; MILWAUKEE JOURNAL
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y Convicted)
Ot Escaping
From Pnson

Wartbur Tenn.--UPI-\-
Jamés Ear Ray wag found
guilty Thursday night of es-
caplé\x.jtom the Tennessee

prison where he is’ confined
for the mixrder of the: Reva“
Martin Lutr ‘: ng Jr.,

Ray receivel an addmoaal
_ sentence of one totwo years.

ay, who. could" N jave re-
ceL ed up to five: yeat an ‘the-{
- escape charge, testmed
broke out..of; Brushy ‘Mou
 tain State Prisgitnear Petr
Jone 10 ‘because “he-thoug
that was the only. Way*dae
cof§d win a new trial for the
Kill assassination. -

e sentence was added to
the 99 year term Ray re-
ceived after pleading guilty
to the 1968 sniper slaying of
King in Memphis.

“It was my intention after
I was out a-couple of months
to get'in touch with US Atty.
Gen. Griffin Bell, to arrange
for a trial in the King case,”
Ray said.

- A jury of nine men and
three women deliberated
almost 3 hours before return-
ing a verdict.

Defense attorneys immedi-
at served notice the
wolld file a motion for a ne
tria} Circuit Judge Lee Asbu
ry 9theduled a’hearing on th
moffon for Nov. 28.
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| The House Assassinations
{ommitteenhas ordered
James Earl Ray to undergo af
Ile detector test on his denial
that he killed the Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr. Four commit-
tge investigators questioned
Kpy Monday at Brushy
Mountain Penitentiary. in
~Tpnnessee. . /
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ing Overcame
uchin Short Llf

By JESSE JACKSON

SUNDAY WAS the birth-
day of Martin Luther King Jr
He would have been only 49.

Most of those we admire in

American life and history.

were “hardly finished with
their works at 49, but King’s
was finished when he kept
his final date with destiny at
theageof 39. .

How could one man S0

touch and alter the Americat
conscience in such a short

jfe? How could such an opfi
jry man do so much?

And that is: what Mafjin
uhher King Jr. was: an ordi-
nary man.

DO YOU remember his
ordinary origins? A public
school student- with parents
‘who taught the principles of

Martin Luther King Jr.

a conservative life. A man
who, for most-of his life, was
noted neither for his social
conscience nor perfectlon in
-.own life.
And don’t forget the ne
e'power of one othier 3
hiis"life: He was a bl
man in a white society.

ways. He began dis{f-"
- plinitig his mind as a student
at Morehouse Coilege. His
mastery of himself next led
him to Boston UniverSIty and
to his doctorate in systemanc
theology. o

THE OPEN dlsciplmed
mind he developed as a stu-
dent was never allowed to
deteriorate.

He was always hungry to
know more. Up to. the week
of his_death in Memphis 10
years ago, he read at least
lone book ‘a week — and not

‘books of entertainment, but
of substance. '

-..I} remember that: one d
dujjng the bitter and terrif
ing| days’ of the demonst
tiolls in Selmal Ala,, I saw

three books in his briefcaip:
on/f on Thoreau; one by

-| th{plogian-thinker, Paul

lici}, and a third on the life
. Gandhi, .

In those years of reading
and thinking he had mastered
the theory, art and practices:
of nonviolence that Gandhi’s
life exemplified.

BUT KING never forgot

+ who he was and so he deli-

cately blended the ethnic, the

- ethical, the economic and the
' eternal to make his own for,
- midable contribution to non-

violent change.

And though his life was
consumed with practicing
-what he preached, he careful-
ly taught all of us around him
so that the work could go on
regardiess of what happened
to the man.

And thousands have adopt-
ed the methods King perfect-
-- TROSt especially thosfjof
cogfrontation politics, - pghc-
today by such divdlse’

m cests -as - farmers, .g4)s, |

) nsand women

ik

BUT IT WAS hisprincnples
het—gave- his. m

ower 1 heard him dnscuss [

the choice he had: to be polit--

fcal, which is to be expedient, |

or to be prophetic, which is
to ‘be morally motwated

He never. yxelded on this
He remained a public. opini
molder and never became.

public opinion leader <~ that .
is, someone who" reads the -

polls to find out where
lead.

And hedid lt, this ordinary

man. He did it so well that His !

stature came to. overshadow

that of the presndents of his~

day. .

Yet every barrier he ver-':
""came led him to am thet,

re formidable barrier.

th each struggle, the of s‘_

ame greater,

OU AND I know
damage that can be

when someone — a boss or &
teacher — criticizes us, but .

imagine how it must have.
hurt King when a president
of the United States and oth-

er civil rights leadérs said. he
was wrong {0 oppose thel

Vietnam War.

But history proved him ]

right.

Martin Luther King Jr. ’

won a Nobel Peace Prize and
the admiration of many

world leaders,. but alt that ke |
really wanted was:to com‘m |

ue to«prove that the dream
of ordinary people are mor

powerfui-than any. pohtxes. Bt

T Los Amdts 'nmos swdlcm
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King Death Probed Andw

lshington, D. C. —AP— The

HouSe Assassinations Committee has
subpenaed J. B, Stoner and several
associates of his National States
Rights. Party for its investigation
intdb the murder of Martin Luther
King Jr,, a congressional source said
Saturday.

The source, who declmed to be
identified, said the committee want- A=3
ed to question Stoner about his as-

sertions that an FBI informant of- »
fered him $25,000 to have King as- ' MILWAUKEE JOURNAL

sassinated and $2,000 to blow up a s s
churgh in Birmingham, Ala. : i E’ waukee, Wisc.
TH® source said the House panel J.B. Stoner
also{jwanted to learn more about
Ston|ir’s activities with the party and his relationship §fith
convicted King assassin James Earl Ray, whom he repres{ht- 1/ 29/ 78
ed as an attorney. - : Date: T otesgt
Edition:
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or 44388

Classification: Milwaukee
Submitting Office:

Xl -3 PRS00

SEARCHED. INDEXED
SERIALIZED . A FILED_ Jpc ]

JAHT 01378

FBI—MILWAUKEE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 (Rev. 10-19-77)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

| BI Paints Ray)
as Painfully Shy

Washington, D.C. —UPl—
James Earl Ray, the convi
ed assassin of the Rev. Mal
Luther King Jr., is portray
in FBI fileSas a pamfully s
man who. sought. women’s
" company through ballroom
dance classes, phone calls and
.sex oriented classified-ads in
the back pages of magazines.

Ray was described
throughout the FBI investiga-
tion as the classic example of

a loner — too shy to look a

woman in the eye, yet abie to
proclaim sexual preferences
in a letter to a woman he had
never met.
- FBI files also suggest that
jay sometimes sought out
ostltutes A woman he dat-
j} in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico,

id Ray advised her of his
strict daily budget — $8
women and $8 for drinks.

Ray was a bad enough sq
dier to- be discharged andl
good enough escape artist to
break out of a state prison.

His records list several al-
jases, two birth dates and a
confusion of names for par-
ents and other relatives. One
memo from a 1967 prison
escape file on Ray, who had
fled a 20 year term for robe
bery, said that Ray, “while
incarcerated, had no visi-
mrs‘”

509 Intérest Charged

An FBI memorandum said
a fellow inmate in the Mis-
souri state prison had said
Ray would lend money to

" poker. players and charge
them 509 interest.

: Ray enlisted in the Army
in 1946 and was discharged
in-1948 because of “mept \

_surgery on his nose early in
1968. ;

A medical file referred
inyn FBI memorandum s§jd’
‘Rel} had suffered an epilep |
seffure as a child, and anoti-
«er {fecord told of a month’s
stdy in a state hospital. Ray’s
criminal record dated back to
1949, when he was about 20.
He had faced charges for
burglary, vagrancy, driving
without a license, robbery,

| cashing stolen money- orders

and forgery.

" Racy Ads Answered

For a while, the FBI devgl-
0j ed a detailed profile f an

fispected assassin. Lier,
’. estigators concluded that

Pnson inmates who servi
time with Ray in the eal
19{Ps reported he constan
redfl “girlie magazines,” a
th¢}FBI files indicate that he
oftén replied to the classifed
ads.

Ray himself placed & clas-
sified ad in the Los Angeles
Free Press saying: “Wanted:
discreet meeting with pas-

James Earl Ray

sionate married female.” He
‘left a box number and hired a

mail- forwarding service:

when he left the area. - .1
The FBI files contain re-.
ports the Post Office Depart-
ment received obscene letiars
from) Galt, along with jjc-
turi
wolfen complained -that|fe
plagjed them with- late

“telephone calls. |

of Ray. At least §jo .

Ry algo sought to be with.
women at dance cleeses—Hé'
. took classes in New Orleans,
Blrmingham and Los Ange-s

ﬁut when he met women
face to face in these classes,
he froze. One instructor re-
called that he was very shy in
crowds and with %women.

Ray nonetheless had some
girl friends, one of whom told
the FBI he was extremely shy
and-neverrwould look-frerm:
the eye while talking to fier.

1-MI-44-388
1-MI-88-7126
MI only
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

osadas
WY - 3%Y

caw o

SAC, Memphis DATE: January 20, 1978

Director, FBI

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION.ACT (FOIA)
REQUEST OF HAROLD WEISBERG .FOR
MURKIN MATERIAL ™~ 7 9a

FOTPX FATTER ™ 0 A ,
3 *Hh Enclosed for each recipient office is a copy \9°~

of the following documents: James H. Lesar's letter 190 16,
dated Decmeber 19,n1977, with attached privacy waiver of (i a s
Mr. Bernard Fensterwald; Mr. Harold Weisberg's FOIA - >

requesSE Tetter dated DecemBer 23, 1975; and Mr. Harold Al e
Weisberg's FOIA request letter dated April 15, 1975.

For your information, James H. Lesar is the
attorney representing Mr. Welsberg in the two FOIA
requests referred to above. The subject of both these
requests is the Murkin case. Pursuant to these requests,
the Bureau has processed Murkin and related files at
Headquarters and in eight field offices, culminating in
the release of approximately 48,000 pages of material to
Mr. Weisberg. ‘ N

This is to advise the recipient offices of the
Bureau response to Mr. Lesar's letter dated December 19, 1977.
Mr. Lesar requested information from FBI Headquarters, 18
field offices, and one legat concerning Mr. Bernard
Fensterwald and his relation to the Murkin case. The.
FOIPA Branch will handle this request as it pertains to
material at FBIHQ, however, Mr. Lesar has been advised that
he should contact the individual field offices set forth '
in his letter for a direct response from those offices on
the material in their possession. Each office is being
provided the enclosed documents in anticipation of

Alexandria (Enc 3) 1 - Los Angeles (Enc 3)
Atlanta (Enc 3) - Miami (Enc 3)
Baltimore (Enc 3) C%D Milwaukee (Enc 3) /;/ i
Birmingham (Enc 3) Nashville (Enc 3) ,
Boston (Enc 3) 1 - New Orleans (Enc 3) (i?
Chicago (Enc 3} 1 - Pittsburg (Enc 3) ' K
Dallas (Enc 3) - 1 - Portland (Enc 3) - A O— <
Houston (Enc 3) 1 - WFO (Enc 3) A 4/7/ 3&8 SOA
Kansas City (Enc 3) 1 - Legat: Mexico City (Enc 3)

: SRwoal

SLRIALZD A F e

ot et ot o i b et o (ot

S

(LR N S

FB! — MILV/AUKZE
o
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’ ‘JAMES H. LeEsaRr

ATTORNEY AT LAW
. 1231 FOURTH STREET, S. w .
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20024

TELEPHONE (202) A4B84-6023

December 23, 1975
Lo

(a3

.
-
'

\)

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST ’;\

=
Mr. Harold Tyler, Jr. . ‘;
Deputy Attorney General - . : m
U. S. Department of Justice '
Washington, D. C. 20530

Dear Mr. Tyler:

On behalf of Mr. Harold Weisberg, I am requesting that you
grant him access to the following records pertaining to the assassi-
natlon of Dr. Martln Luther King, Jr.:

-~ . ** P ace

l. All receipts for any letters, cables, documents, reports,
memorandums, or other communlcatlons in any form whatsoever.

2. All receipts for any items of phy51cal ev1dence.

3. All reports or memorandums on the results of any tests

performed on any item of ev1dence, including any comparisons normally
made in the investigation of a crime.

4. All reports or memorandums on any fingerprints found at the
scene of the crime or on any item allegedly related to the crime.
This is meant to include, for example, any fingerprints found in or
on the white Mustang abandoned in Atlanta, in any room allegedly
used or rented by James Earl Ray, and on any registration card. It
should also include all fingerprints found on any item considered as
evidence in the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

5. Any taxicab log or manifest of Memphis cab-driver James
McCraw or the cab company for which he worked.

6. Any tape or transcript of the radio logs of the Memphis

Police Department or the Shelby County Sheriff's Office for April 4,
1968.

7. All correspondence and records of other communications

exchanged between the Department of Justice or any division thereof.
and:

R. A. Ashley, Jdr. -
Barry S. Avery

FBl — MILWAUKEE

ﬁrklv‘) . ‘ C~A?
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.James G. Beasley.
. Clay Blair )
U pavidcCaleoutt’ e
Phil M. Canale
John Carlisle
Robert K. Dwyer
Gov. Buford Ellington
Michael Eugene
Percy Foreman
Gerold Frank
Roger Frisby
Arthur Hanes, Jr.
Arthur Hanes, Sr.
W. Henry Haile
William J. Haynes, Jr.
Robert W. Hill, Jr.
william Bradford Huie ~
George McMillan
Wwilliam N. Morris
Jeremiah O'Leary
pavid M. Pack

Lloyd A. Rhodes s§ r-}on

J. B. Stoner _~—

Hugh 7 Jr.

Hugh Stbnery\gi. ’
J sforcton

8. All correspondence or records of other communications per-
taining to the guilty plea of James Earl Ray exchanged between the
Department of Justice or any division thereof and:

Rev. Ralph Abernathy
Rev. James Bevel

' Rev. Jesse Jackson
Mrs. Coretta King
Rev. Saruel B. IXyles
Rev. Andrew Young
Harry Wachtel

»

9. All notes or memorandums pertaining to any letter, cable,
or other written communication from or on behalf of the District
Attorney General of Shelby County, Tennessee, or the Attorney
General of Tennessee to the Department of Justice or any division
thereof. .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



. 10. .all.notes.or memorandums pertaining to. any telephonic ..
“or verbal communications from or on behalf of the District Attorney

‘» General. of Shelhy .County, Tennessee; or- the Attorney General of =

Tennessee to the Department-of Justice or any division thereof.
11. All tape recordings and all logs, transcripts, notes,

reports, memorandums or any other written record of or reflecting

any surveillance of any kind whatsoever of the following persons:

Judgye Preston Battle
Wayne Chastain
Bernard Fensterwald
Percy Foreman

Gerold Frank

Arthur Hanes, Jr.
Arthur Hanes, Sr.
Renfro Hays

Robert W. Hill, Jr.
William Bradford Huie
Janes H. Lesar
Robert I. L1v1ngston
George McMillan
Judge Robert lcRae, Jr.
Albert Pepper

Caxrol Pepper

James Earl Ray
Jerry Ray

John Ray

Richard J. Ryan

J. B. Stoner
Russell X. Thompson
Harold Weisberg

.This is meant to include not only physical shadowing but also mail
covers, mail interception, interception by any telephonic, electronic,
‘mechanical or other means, as well as conversations with third
persons and the use of informants. ~

) 12. All tape recordings and all logs, transcripts, notes,

reports, memorandums or any other written record of or reflecting
any surveillance of any kind whatsoever on the Committee to Investi-
gate Assassinations (CTIA) or any person associated with it in any
way. _

v

This is meant to include not only physical shadowing but also
mail covers, mail interception, interception by any telephonic,
electronic, mechanical or other means, as well as conversations w1th
third persons and the use of informants.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



~w: k¥ 2BLY. xecords pertaining to.any alleged or contemplated . el
witness, including any statements, transcrlpts, reports, oY memoran="
"dums ‘from any source whatsoever. e e Te e e e T el ot e e

14. 2l correspondence of the follow1ng persons, regardless
of origin or however obtained: -

Bernard Fensterwald
*-. - Percy Foreman
- = Robert W. Hill
William Bradford Huie
James H. Lesar
Albert Pepper
Carol Pepper
James Earl Ray
Jerxy Ray .
- . John'Ray - - .. e s C s e
J. B. Stoner )
Harold Weisberg

T T1s. a1l letters; cables; reporte, ﬁemoréndums, or an§'othef
form of communjication concerning the proposed gu11ty plea of James .
Earl Ray.

-

16. 2All records of any information request or inquiry from,
or any contact by, any member or representative of the news media
pertaining to the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
since April 15, 1975.

17. All notes, memoranda, correspondence or investigative re-
ports constituting or pertaining to any re-investigation or attempted
re~investigation of the assassination of Dr. King undertaken in 1969
or anytime thereafter, and all documents setting forth the reasons
or guidelines for any such re-investigation.

18. Any and all records pertaining to the New Rebel Motel
"and the DeSoto Motel. . *.

- .

19. Any records pertaining to James Earl Ray's eyesight.

20. Any records -made available to any writer or news re-
porter which have not been made available to Mr. Karold Weisberg.

21. Any index or table of contents to ‘the 96 volumes of evi-
dence on the assassination of Dr. King.

22, A list of all evidence conveyed to or from the FBI by ahy
legal authority, whether state, local, or federal. -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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e 23., All reports, notes, correspondence, or memorandums

) pertalnlng to .any effort by the Department of Justice to expedlte
the transcript of the evidentiary hearlng held in October, 1974,
on James Earl Ray's petltlon for a writ of habeas corpus.

24, All reports, notes, or memorandums on information con- .
tained in any tape recording delivered or made available to the
FBI or the District Attorney General of Shelby County by anyone
whomsoever. All correspondence engaged in with respect to any in-
vestigation which was made of the information contained in any of
the foregoing.

25. All records of any contact, direct or indirect, by the
FBI, any other police or law enforcement officials, or their infor-
mants, with the Memphis group of young black radlcals known as The
Invaders.

26. All records of any surveillance of any kind of The
Invaders or any member or associate of-that organization. This is -
meant to include not only physical shadowing but also mail covers,
mail interception, interception by telephonic, electronic, mechanical
or other means, as well as conversations with third persons and the

use of informants.

27. All records of any surveillance of any kind of any of
the unions involved in or associated with the garbage strike in
Memphis or any employees or officials of said unions. This is
meant to include not only physical shadowing but also mail covers,
mail interception, interception by any telephonic, electronic,
mechanical or other means, as well as conversations with third
persons and the use of informants.

28. All records containing information which exculpates or
. tends to exculpate James Earl Ray of the crime whlch he allegedly
‘committed. 4

»

This request for disclosure is made under the Freedom of
Information Act, 5 U.S.C. §552, as amended by Public Law 93-502, °
88 Stat. 1561.

Sincerely yours,

-

O VS0
Jim Lesa
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1231 FOURTH STREET, 8. W. . ST !

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20024 flo, 1Y 2 :
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TELEPHONE (202) 484-8023

JEPUTY
April 1514197$cchAL

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST

The Deputy Attorney General
U. S. Department of Justice ‘ .
Washington, D. C. 20531

Pear Sir:

On behalf of Mr. Harold Weisberg I am requesting disclosure
of the following information on the assassination of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.:

1. The results of any ballistics tests.

2. The results of any spectrographic or neutron activation
analyses. ' :

3. The results of any scientific tests made on the dent in
the windowsill of the bathroom window from which Dr. Xing was
allegedly shot.

L U ORI LIV

4. The results of any scientific tests performed on the butts,
ashes or other cigarette remains found in the white Mustang abandoned
in Atlanta after Dr. King's assassination and all reports made in re-
gard to said cigarette remains.

5. 2al1l photographs or sketches of any suspects in the assassi-
nation of Dr. King.

6. All photographs from whatever source taken at the scene of
the crime on April 4th or April 5th, 1968. .

7. All information, documents, or’reports made available to -
any author or writer, including but not limited to Clay Blair,
Jeremiah O'Leary, George McMillan, Gerold Frank, and William Bradford

Huie.

This request for disclosure is made under the Freedom of Infor--
mation Act, 5 U.S.C. §552, as amended by Public Law 93-502, 88 Stat.

. 15610 ]

Sincerely yours, rrrrrrarean e

. \_/  SERIALIZAD ..., FILED.....evee
A A, 0,,&"“:”\/7 b L. Sl
Jim Lesar ' : [ EBI — MILWAUKEE
' ke oAl
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JAMES H. LESAR

AYTORNEY AT LAW

910 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W. SUITE 800
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20008

—

TELEFHONE (202) 223-3387

December 19, 1977' 

Special Agent John Harting
Federal Bureau of Investigation
6982 J. Edgar Hoover Building
Washington, D.C. 20535

3

Re: Weisberg v. Dept. of Justice,
C-A- NO. 75—1996

Dear John:

Fensterwald,,Jr. which authorizes you to release to Hardia:ﬁg;s4sf
berg any records or information pertaining to him which is con- .
ta;ned in FBI files. :

In addition to the FBI's Central Headquarters records which
pertain to Mr. Fensterwald, I am requesting a search of certain
FBI field offices where such materials may be found, namely:

Alexandria
Atlanta
Baltimore -

Birmingham -

Boston &6
Chicago ’
Dallas e’ e ﬁj’
Houston :
‘Kansas City ‘ ' : -
Los Angeles ‘ T
Memphis . §

. Mexico City : . -
Miami ’ »
Milwaukee
Nashville

New Orleans

Pittsburgh

Portland

Washington, D.C. Field Office

If you have any questions, please give me a call.

Sincerely yours,

S HERIALIZED,

WAUKEE

Laad

£QI — ML

s
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PRIVACY WAIVER OF BERNARD FENSTERWALD, JR.

I, Bernard Fensterwald, Jr., 811 Prince Street, Alexandria;i
Virginia, have read the two Freedom of Information Act requestsfv'
dated April 15 and December 23, 1975 which Mr. Harold Weisbérg_has'
made for Department of Justice records pertaining to the aséassinaf o
tion of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. | '

I hereby authorize the Department of Justice to release to.

Mr. Weisberg and his attorney, Mr. James H. Lesar, and only to
them, any records responsive to Mr. Weisberg's requests-which-v
mention or pertain to me, and to do so without excising my namev

or any details about me which appear in such records.

B I Gbntl k-

BERNARD FENSTERWALD, \JR.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 2 day of

| .@ﬁazo%m/ , 1977.

TARY PUBLIC IX 7AND FOR
HE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

My Commission Expires Ociober 31, 1988

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Letter to Memphis ) e
Re: FOIA Request of Harold Weisberg for Murkin material

Mr. Lesar's request. It is noted that Mr. Fensterwald's
privacy waiver is restricted to that information which only
falls within the purview of the subject matter of

‘Mr. Weisberg's Murkin request letters dated April 15, 1975,
and December 23, 1975.

Should this request be received by any of the
recipient offices, any questions regarding handling of
this request may be directed to Ralph Harp, FOIPA Branch,
FBIHQ, extension 5566.

Enclosures—{3)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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(Mounl Clipping in Space Below)

Kennedy, King-Death-Probes

_" bew York\Times Service
#shington, D.C. —
on the police guax‘
desk reads “Restricted Ar
SCA staff only.”

Once, the somewhat scruf-
fy building near the Capitol
housed millions of the FBI's
files and fingerprints. Today,
more than 100 staff members

of the House Select Commit-

tee on Assassinations work
on a hush-hush basis not un-
like the FBI's own mode of
operation in the days of J.
Edgar Hoover.

Police guard the committee
quarters 24 hours a day.
There are special locks on
files filled with huge piles of
secret material. Every staff
member has been cleared by
the bureau and the CIA.

Created by the-House in
the fa]l of 1976 to investigate
the]] assassinations of - P
dedl{ John F. Kennedy and ik
Re|} Martin Luther Kingi[r.,
the’committee is very muich
alive despite the almost total
silence in which it has enve-

loped itself in recent months:: |

It was scarcely a year ago:
when the committee was

very much on view, A widely
publicized dispute over staff-
ing and spending between
| Rep. Henry B. Gonzalez (D-
Tex.), who was then the
committee chairman, and
Richard A. Sprague, then the
committee chief .counsel,
threatened for a time to end
the panel’s effectiveness.

Pledged to Secgecy
Sprague subsequently re-
signed and was replaced by

G. Robert Blakey, a Cornell.

. and|{the committee is. n
_headed by Rep Louis Sto
“(D-Ohio).- -

Unlyersity - law professdf.
Gongalez also stepped asgj,

e tly Gcntmue

th 1ts staff member
pledied to secrecy and hold
ingitlosed hearings thre
timd{ a week, the committ

findings are not yet public.

But the findings will be un-"

veiled ‘in 40 ‘days .of “public

_hearings t}ys fall, béfore the

committeé officially goes- ous
of business.

the other for November. It
has not yet been decided
which of the two assassina-
tions will be dealt with first
in the hearings.

Actually, there are two

“staffs. One group of lawyers,
researchers and investigators

is assigned to the Kennedy
assassination. The other, of
equal "size, is investigating
the King assassination.
Mountains of Paper

., The two staffs have cgn-

, dugled more than' 2,000 inf{jr~"

vieyls and examined mogn-
tain| of documents furnisgpd
by government agencies and
departments..

The staffs have had access
to 347 vcubic -feet of files
housed in the National Ar-

 chives; ‘998 volumes of FBI
' material; 2,800 CIA files and'
/1,400 other documents; 4,386
"?pages of reports by the Secret

Service, and numerous other
files and reports by the Drug
Enforcement Administration,
Immigration and Naturaliza-
tion Service, Defense Depart-

-ment and Justice Depart-

ment.

Because of advanced tech-
nology and sophisticated
cgmputers, the’ committee

‘bijieves that new analysis of

zevidence can:discl e

| ‘Commissiop investigated

Kennedy assdssination and
that "L

Despite the ﬁndings of the
. Warren Commission:and the
| conviction of James Earl Ray
in the King case, the House

i tions:

dy?

Who. kﬂled Martin Luther
ng Jr..

two men work alone or-as
part of conspiracies?

ret Service, police dep:

nts and other investigatilp
ajencies or departments. p
.fdim in probing: the as:
nations?

1-MI-62-11 g8
Q=-MI-44-38
MI only
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Oswald acted aloneéin kxlling ’
j| Kennedy.

.comiittee was set up to’

“| answe 1 .
One set of public hearings: ¥ the following ques-

is scheduled for September,”
Who killed Jolin F. Kenne- .

Did the ‘assassins ot the'

How well did the FBI, the.,
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)
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Ray Says Photo Shows ‘Raoul’ .

'tros, Tenn, — James Earl Ray, éervi_ng a 99 ygar
ence for killing the Rev. Magtin Luther King}
idqtWednesday he has made positive izfe_ntification |

was shown to him two or three months ago, but would
not reveal who showed it to him.
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{(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Police & Courts

James Earl Ray, allowed to meet with reporters Wednesday
at Brushy Mountain State Prison in Petros, Tenn., claimed that
he{had found a photograph of a man known as [‘Raoul,”gwho
allligedly set him up to be charged as the sole slayer d}} the
Ret} Martin Luther King Jr. Ray is serving 99 years for Klhg’s

. 1968 murder. Nashville lawyer Jack Kershaw, who forprly

represented Ray, said later Wednesday that Ray had madethe
same claim earlier. Ray said he was uncertain how he would
proceed with the alleged new evidence. ) R

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

“INation Stlﬁ_Suffers [0ss of K g

New York Times

Who knows where Martin
Luther King Jr. would have
stood this morning had he not
been gunned down in Mem-
phis 10 years ago. His strug-
gle for desegregation in the
cities and towns of the Deep
South was close to won. The
drive for economic justice
had just begun. The trek to
Memphis to support a strike
of garbage workers seeking
higher wages was symbolj
of ghew situation.

11§ losing Martin Luth
Kin|}, black Americans lost
leader who better than any-
one gave voice to their aspi-
rations and added a powerful
vision of the fair society. All
Americans lost a moral force
that compelled them finally
to confront the evil of racism
and the costs of inequality.

But something more was
lost with Martin Luther King.
Even in the midst of rebel-
lion, he had the American gift
for searching out the ‘‘vital
center,” for building coali-
tions that stretched from the
militant to the moderate and
unified their objectives and
taé¢lics in a boldly nonvidknt
stiijggle. It was no easy thsk

(| on the day he was strjck
down, his own movement
was visibly fragmenting.

Those who knew him,
however, felt sure that he
would find a way to shift the
attack against segregation to
the more difficult issues of
economic integration witho
losing his hold on million:
His American dream su
vives. It is up to us to rd
create his ennobling tactics.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

A-2]1
MILWAUKEE JOURNAL
Milwaukee, Wisc,

Date: 4/ 7£

Edition:

atest

Character:

o 44.388

Classification: .
Submitting Office :Mllwau_ke e

EARCHED.
SERIALIZED

RPR
FRl—MILWA




(Moun’ Clipping in Spuce Below)

; Washington, D.C.. -n»UPI he was facecx with the difﬁ-
— An umdennﬁed.,%black? cult-problem:of taking: steps
leader apparently.. worked ;to- removesg(i
‘with the FBEiin ‘the' 19
‘an effort:to remove; the
Martm Luther-King: Jr

sk rfgfrom ‘thé.na
*t ot ptcture- %a copy-of th&
; “R&mdléat
e his: comments a lack. o
. confidence:that, Heisalon o
- coulds bér{successful,,lt ie

cording to just
fxles. E

- “Thab DeLoae)rhave a:

: Edgar Hoover: Were yjyon ‘discussion -with- (blank):
‘obtal edrundepa Freedom of .. .and_offer. to.behelpful-in
Infodmation. Act ‘Tequest “¢onnection with the problem
made by the Center for. Na». of removal.of King from the
tional Security’ Studies p_rx': national scené"'

vate orgamzanon. a% *~The: ‘memo. then sugg d:
They “reveal the'extent to- that the unnamedblacl. lead-r
which King.and his closeias« .ec get::together -with- other:
‘sociates were:perceived as-a’ black leaders such as James:
threat by the-FBL Q;\Q kept: Farmer:/and labor leader- A
under government Su rtelt- - Phiilip.-Randolph and “on &l
lance  durjng. the. fiye: year ‘highly - confidentiaki; basig
period before King's! assassi-"* could brief .such a:group off
nation” in. 1968 th cénter: the security backgroind- o}
. s :- King: Thef‘bmfm& woujp ]
It said, for instance;. & . mclude ‘$the: use of - a- tapq:
1, 1964, interoffice memo:to- such as contemplated in- your
William Sullivan, then Nov 3. memorandum, with. a. trazy
in the FBI hierarchy, indicat-" script for convenience-in fol~
.ed “the FBI and a black lead- . lowing the tape, (and) should
er apparently worked togeth=- be most’ convmcmg. 3
‘er in an effort to ehmm te e Y
ng i -
The name of the collabom-
tor v as blanked out m the

Teleajled documentc, '+ Another document- made
“(tfank) stated to Det.oach. public: Sunday referred to the.
(anotder top FBI official) that Sept“ 9,::1964;>monitoring”
at Atlanta, Ga., of a conversa=~,

tion between ng and- Mu~

hammad Ali, who was then’

facing: federal: draft evasion

charges. In anotheér docu~:

ment, Atty. Gen. Nicholass

Katzenbach .gave: Hoover:

blanket authority to carryout

_electronic- surveillance -in his

“abserice without. prior: au-q

thority, as-was reqmred ag;—

the tune. v L ;s

(blank), who isia capable per-:
“son and is ambmous,’: it said. ;

1-MI-80-3%83 '
1-MI-54-388 _
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The FBI’& effort G

the 19603 to remove-the.

Rep.. Martins Luther

Ku g-Jr.-from- national-

préminence in-the: civil

rights-movement-ap-— -

parently: was - aided«by-

.an unidentified black:

leader, according:to:FBY

files just released. The ‘;

'secret files. “revealnhea

extent to which King;

ang his close associates - A
wyre perceived as a -2

thieat by the FBE. .7, - :

the) Center-for National - ;- - O MILWAUKEE SENTINEL
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IFBI Used Black in Attack-on King

v asungtonrostSewia )
‘Washington, D.C. — The
FBI apparently worked with
a black leader.in its long un-
dercover campaign to dise

credit the late. Rev. Martin

Luther King Jr., according to -
newly dxsclosed FBI docu-
ments.

The tentative scheming
was disclosed inone of a se~ -

ries of memos from the confie -

dential files of late FBI Direc-

Y

FBI also’deleted the name of
the black leader from the
memo obtained by the center.

Dated Dec. 1, 1964, and
addressed to late FBI Assiste
ant Director William C, Sulli-

‘van,.the memo alludes to a
discussion the anonymous :
" leader had a few days earlier .

with. another high ranking
FBI official, Cartha DeLoach.
“(Deleted) stated to De-

“'Loach that he was faced with
- the difficult problem of tak--

ing steps .to remove- King
from the national picture}’
the FBI memo said. “He ind}-
cates in his comments a lagk-
of confidence that he, alo ¥,

could be successful.”

As a consequence, the

"~ memo suggested Del.oach
.. “have - a- further- discussion.
., with (deleted)-in connection

... with the problem of the re-
.. moval of King.”

Martin Luther King Jr.

tor J. Edgar Hoover. The»
Center for National Security:
Studies obtained the memos
under the Freedom of In-
farmation-Act. < : % -
A Senate investigators have -
teviously revealed that-the: .
‘BI's campaign-against King:,
included a proposal to groom:
a new “national Negro lead-
er” to take his place. - -

But in making that discov '

DeLoach, it was added,

' " could also suggest that (delet-

-ed) might desire to call a
- meeting. of Negro leaders in-

_cluding, among others, civil

rights leaders such as James
Farmer and. A. Philip Ran-
dolph as well as some promi-

- nent black judges, mxmsters

and public officials.:: ;- . --
The :memo- conciuded by-
statmg that. those. invited
,might then see “the danger of
‘King . to the overall cxvxl
rights movement.” ’
-“(Deleted) is already we‘

€ry some years ago, the Sen-: aware of this,” the FBI mem

ate Intelligence Committee

also said it had contacted the - -

proposed successor to King
only to be told that “he was
not aware of the FBI’s plans |
for him or of any attempts by-

the FBI to promote him as-a]

civil rights leader.”
~he newly declassified

m; mo suggests otherw1 e,

although it is not concluge.

IOREN

hdd secretly anointed das
never been made public. The

. emphasized.
There is no mdncatxon th' !
the proposed meeting of |

black leaders was ever held-
but according to the Intell

~gence Committee’s 197P
Etudy on the King smear;

¢ ampaign, information abajt!
Hing's private life was maje

ailable at the time to v: =
fous people.

4
{

1-MI-80-383
1-MI-44-588
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{Mount Clipping in Space Below)

No New Evidence
n Assassmahons

Los Angeles Times Special
‘Washington,..D.C,. — De-«

spite a tedious, expensive and:

far ranging . investigation, a

blue ribbon: congressnonal
committee has uncovered no
significant evidence of con-
spiracy in the assassinations
of President Kennedy or Mar-
tin Luther King Jr., according

to dozens of sources inter- -

viewed by the Los Angeles
Tinjes. .

pally responsible for creation-

of the House Select Commit- -

tee on Assassinations, reflect-
ing a strong belief among
blacks that James Earl Ray
did not act alone in the assas-
sination of King.

The assassinations commlto
tee is split into two subcoms
mittees, one focusing o
Kepnedy, the other on ngr

I uring its 20 month i mv1
tigikion, the committee has!

J

Spent. almost $5 milli
on staff salaries, travel and|

,.credxted by. prior investiga--
Hack leaders, in and out of;tors and: chasing ‘after what'j
thefgovernment, were princi-»-conspiracy buffs, particularly

- principal service to the Ame;

expenses and wages for con
sultants, . including ballistics,
forensic and, medmal. exper 3

®Interviewed more’ than
1,500 witnesses. i~" ’

®Examined* volummouei
documents, some previousi
secret, dealing with priog
investigations of both assass1 A
nations. ;
®Expended extensxvev ef- :
fort rechecking old leads dis-;

attorney and author Marks4
Lane, call “new evidence.”

Clarifying unsubstantiateq -
rumors and exaggerations lg %
conspiracy buffs may turg-
out to be the committeelfs

ican public.

e
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