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Jf k-Kin~.·~~l:~S~M~U~O~ JJ 
Spent; L1ttletoShowJor It,,, { 

~-. Los Angeles Times Service ... · Examined \loluminous cloc:0 : way, the committee Is- mov• 
. W~hington, D.~. ~ ne:. :,iuments. 'some 'hitherto1secret; ;·Ing.' In- tbtt latter part of July 

spite a tedious, expensive and. ,dealing. with prioi:· investiga-, _or August; vi.:hen we open up,, 
far·_~nging investigati?n, a ;!!~nsff_both ~a~ons;., ,~to th! med1~ I. thi~ the. 
blutLribbon congressional 1\" Expended extensive efforts· American. people wlll be 
committee has uncovered no : rechecking-old-leads•descre-c· -pleased as)we~l .••• We are~r 
si~nifiC4!1t evidence ~f con• ... \dited. by .. prior investigators . going to .close 1t out, lay.the: 
sp1racy 1n the assass111atiorut"· and chasing after what con4 ' facts• ~!ore _the_ A~~ri~i. 
of President John F._Kennedy;•ispiracy buffs ~most partic--' .. peOple. :: .:". •,. ' • ·. · ~: ·:, 
or;. the Rey. M:artin 1..uther:., . u1ar11 -._attorney, and, author ;~ Ford placed • emphasis· on.I-' 
Kmg Jr., a~cordi~g ta dozens Mark Lane "."':' call .'.'new evi0 . the phrase "close iiol.\t." , • 
of sources interviewed by. the:· dence.'' -· ·., , ,,.,J< ..,,, • ,. -·":' · . · · • • · ., ·' ·, 

Los.Angeles Times. . . . ' ; . ' Some';,_of: the-:- :~ttew--· evioc It> remains to be seen, bow~\ I 
B. lack lead~rs. were pril!ci-': dence_"_ bas turn_~ out largely, _ ev~r, . if Americans.. will ~-. j 

pally-responsible for creatt?n to be an assortment of flimsy. satisfi~- _with the commit• . 
of the House Select Commit• · rumor distortion and . plain tee's fmdings.; A final, repo 
tee on Assassinations, reflect- untruth. • · '', · : · is due Dec. 31. · •. :: ' 
ing ,~a strong belief among Witnesses who were inter• 
blaei1• that James Earl ~Y viewed often have termed 
did 1 _t a~t alone _in the 1968 s_ ome c_om~ttee inve_ stigato_ rs 
assai mation of Km_g. "bumbling", and. ''naive.'..: 

B , · the commiitee· has:::. Alabama · author' '.William. 
d~veloped little- a·bout ~he· · Bradford Hille,. \fho,~wrote· a'. 
King:- murder not already,-. ,book about RayandlS eonsid•, 
kno~ to Tennessee law en-. "ered an·expert-·on~tlieh.Khi~ 
forcement agencies. or any•. assassination.Z:was>~orie;fo . 

' thing·!SUbstantiatnot known severaCwitnesses-!wbo./~ ' 
to _·tne Warre~Cornmission- -the ;investig-ators at: times· 
years,," ago a_bout:._ lh:e 1~ '.: appearecr·more .Jntereste!i 
Ken~~y slaying.~::, , :· :·. : r:·t.:,; :justifying their'. salaries· 
. '.:~\+\, To_~,·A~·f: . , ~,~.P~~ng the iny~g~U" 

· Interviews:i-and•;;examina ... ~i- ',NoSIQoldngGwa.,~,. · 
tions"- of . committee-· records "~'Dono"vin Gay; the~--·.- . 

· show. that the-.committee and,~nie's $38;500 chiefteseari: 
i~.i~v~gators have ~bored -;from its inception, in ~epte 
m1glitily _to ~n~ eVtdence· ber, 1976;;until,,~1Y; 
of--COllSPll'acies 111 both mur• year said-• -, ~. ·,.,.,-:..,_. : 
~e~~- but to no ayail. Dur-~ ~i-'The',thing that Is frustrat 
1!1g :Its· 20 m~nth mvestig~- ing to:the staff (lawyers an _. 
tion;;:the·comnuttee has:· _-·, . investigators) is that, the :. 

· Spent almost $5 million on · hav!n't; fo~nd. that smoking:: 
staff salaries, travel and ex- guD."> They jUst are not ab!e to1 ... 1ses and wages for consul- ,_find\th_at · smoking· gun •. J.'m 
ta, ts, including ballistics, notsayi. ng it'_s_ not_.~ut-there/'\ 
fol nsic and medical experts. · GaY: :said he· left_ the,, job: 

_j terviewed. nearly_ 1,500- because_ ~ls talep.ts were, no:. 
witnesses. . : . , · . .. _longer- be1_ng fully utilized. b_~, 

· ..,,_ •· • - •· - 'the COIIlDlltt~·-: ,. ·.:' ''. ---.\1.,~'-,l 
Some- say that. clarifying· 

unsub$tantiated . rumors ;an 
'exaggerations· by: conspiracy; 
buffs may tum out to be th 
committee's principal 'servi . 
to tbe·American p_ubll~-w,,z~-~ 

Rep;·Harold Fe>rd,'.a.riem': 

<Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

A-8 

MILWAUKEE JOURNAL 
Milwaukee, Wisco 

Date: 6/1/78 
Edition: Lat est 
Author: 

Editor: 
Title: 

Character: 

or 

Classification: Milwaukee 
Submitting Office: 

D Being Investigated 

L/y-3 f g- ~// --- ___ _, 
~rHrn ___ lNDEX[y ___ _, 

"'ALIZEO__l:S: fllED-L-----t 

JUN 11978 
era! ·committee -·membe 
f_rollJ Memphis, Tenn., when 
King wu.murdered; said in·4 
rece Memphis interview: ~ 

,.l-MI-62-1178 l!--~F~•~1::.· ~M~ll.'.:.:W:.:.A:.::Uft<.?t'::?, 

,·" . . ' : l-MI-44-388 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



K1NG iv:ARTIN LUTHEH JR. 12-75 
.DEPARTI•~~TAL REVIEW 

66-2223~} 

CCST DATA 
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80-780-32-A 
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TAKEN AGAINS'I' l·IARTIN LUTHER KING JR• 
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see MARTIN LUTHER ,KING for references 
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·e· lack Mayors Seek 
' I Files on Leaders 1 

Prichard, Ala. -AP- The 
· -.i Conference ot Bladt~ 
Mayor~ expr~@Sing outrage 
over reJlOJ1$ that the FBI 
tried ttJ: repll1ce the late Mar­
tin Luther King Jr. as leader 
ol the emf rijpts movement, 
is asking to se'e FBI files on 
blackl~ers. · 

A;J. t:6oper, mayor of Pri­
chard and president of the 
conference, said Monday that. 
telegrams had been sent to 

. Gen. Griffin Bell a~-' 
Director William 

ster requesting a mee · 
i o discuss the files. 

HI ONLY 

-
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t Police 1~ 
U& Courts Jl 

..\ 
Federal marshals pulled : a 

brother of James Earl Ray; 
the convicted assassin of 
Martin .t'-ilther King Jr., out 
of a halfway house in · St 
Louis this week ·and put him 
back in jail to await an inves~ 
tigatioh .of a complaint that 
he lied to the House Assassi• 
nations Committee. US- Pa~ 
role Commission officials said 
they decided to delay the 
parole of John L. Ray -- who 
had been scheduled to be re­
leased from the halfway ise Friday ~ on the 
st ngth of . allegations fro . 
th. , co.mmittee's chief coui\( 
se G. 'Robert Blakey. Joh ~ 

was being held 9n ban ,,'1 

robbery charges. , 
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.. • "''' .J~, ic,x:;,;BJf 
The House Assassinations Committee·has ·released:a ·•r 
set of photographs and composite drawings in _hope:.~:, 
citizen recognition of them might shed. additional ligh!,' -~ 

· on the assassinations of Presi_dent. John F. Kennedy· .; 
· and the Rev .. Martiri.Juther King Jr:, Sketch• A, (left) r<;· _ 
shows a man who rep~edly represented himseltas· a t~ 
member ot tha US intetligence. community in the 1960s ,r-id who-occasionalty,used the.name MauriceBishop.1· -­

etch B (tight) shows.a man, first name of Ralph, who.-, : 
a egedly,,was -_in--Atlanta,. Ga:,;Jn--~967~or early,1968.-f 
~- _e phot~ra~~,s ~~r!_~f poor quality.,~ ?J ? ,-,, ,:.:_ -m:ll•'. -~ 
I.· ----~.: }'f {" :~·~~~-~·.,u,,., ..... ~~-.--~---*'t~•' - ... ~~1- ~t--!': ;. m::.~-~--uo. t. . =-~1 TT 

l-MI-62-1178 
l--MI-44-388 
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~ REQUESTED"::=The·House Select Commit• ': At left. tira:man who _represented·,himseltas·.a :· 
tee:~D-Assassinatio1:1s~r~leas~d·;tw.o_s~etches Sun- z :. member, ·or the intelligence COJ?mu~tY,.~n ... thf :.:·} 
da)l in·, hopes that: atizen:.recogmtion of them ··. 196Os. and .. used. the. name Maunce Bishop. Th, .. 
mii. t help shed light on the assassination-of-Pres- , · other sketch shows a man named Ralph wh~ al·.; 
Ide· ·John F. Kenn~y and Martin Lu~er: King Jr. '. - legedly- was in Atlanta, Ga., in 196?. ·o~:J~~~~- ~,; ·, · 

•. -~!.r~'."~~- __ :· ·,~_•: :--~•-~~ ,. __ ;'"•::• ~••.\•,••.':,( · •: . • '' ·•••·••••:.,'}, ... , .. -.. ~-, ·'·'!\•f·.' ,'\ .'~11•,.a-;•:~;,.{.'~.--·:i~-""t;-~ 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 
. . ' . . 

f onspirafr~~~I·· ASks:Public.' s. ~ 
Washington, D.C~ -UPI- of the men to the cases would The three photographs re-

Americans were· asked Mon- directly challenge the conclu- · leased Sunday include a 
day to identify: blurred photo- s!on of the Warren Commis- blurred image of a dark 
graphs and sketches of sever- s10n that Lee· H8;f"'.ey Oswald haired man, possibly. with, 
al men who may be. connect- acted alone in killing Kenne- . mustache, sitting on a curb 
ed to' the murders '.of Presi- dy in: Dallas in.1963, as well; with a group, none of whose.1 
dent. John F. Kennedy and the as raise questions . about the 1 faces can be seen. The coll . 
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.· guilty plea ,made by James I mlttee caption said only tha ·Jj 

The . House .Assassinations . Earl · Ray that he murdered ' the picture was taken ne . 
Committee-made public Sun- King in .Memphis, Tenn., in, the scene of the Dallas shoot ·1 
day two composite. drawings ... ..1~_68. . · · <f_ r+1 ·\ . .' ' Ing "moments after Preside' t 
and . three· ~l~~red;'_p~o~~~.':':f Ray Wants Ne\\'. Trial . ! !_Kennedy was ~hot.'_'·.,: ·, 1ft: 
graphit.;. . : " ... ~ ~-, '· • ., ;•,~-.,_'.··•Ray. who, is in prison for r; - · -;: · • . ·:, 
;, In doing so. it said it hoped:" the slaying,\,has. changed his 1 : .The. other. photographs~. 

to _make ~ ~~le _use of : story:·and" has long sought a { acco~,ding to the committee, 
available .. p1ctoriaLevt~ence .. new trtal~-:-""'i~r,:~~1;HJ~,{ l ·are of two men w.ho m~ 
... in. the hope .that, citizen Formed in .la~-1'976 to in• i .have been in Me~ico City.in; 
recognition of ·'them, might vestigate rumors of conspira- i :the fall of \963·' ~hen Lee­
shed, additional light. on the --•cies in the murders, the panel l : Harve~ · _Os~~ld; _\··.:( ~a~. 
assassinations.":· ' ,.•,'. ' ar- :· • • . . • ,there:•· ... '' '.'. ,,._. '• ... ·-• .. 
. A . one reco · ·z1n an of so. far has f~led to,come upi: :-·,;_.,h· _ _..,_.,n.,c(;e.",;;i•,_,-;;n ,::3"'l~ i gm g Y _ with anything •., concrete to \ , , ': ,: ,.. . . . " ,r • : v, •::tt~-
the en bu. been ask~ to dispute the\_lone-assassln,: .) . 2Sketches >,, <.··,~ 
c_ont t the_ House Ass~ssina- theses. _ •. ·( ]':.::.<• ·, ---. ··- .•. , . One shows .. 8 ., -handsom~ ... 
bon omJil.lttee, ~~~-hm~n~ _ _.,;. A.series of pub. 11_·_c. _ hearings apparently light haired m~ 
D.C . 0515. . ; · . · · · on both cases is scheduled to in his 20s or early 30s. ~ e 

Qo,cumented linking of any begin soon. . ._ ,:, -. ' :r
11 

~-e: to/e_.d:~:i~e:~,~ ... 

swe ter ot pullover~ , .• ) ',' 
· 'f; e other pp.otograph. baa r' 
. ly scratched and blurred; is ' i 
· profile view of a light or gray ·· 
' haired man who could be in, 
· his late.·40s or 50s. He wears. 

a light ~uit, shirt and tie, Thel,; 
·· face_ of.a man standing to ms; 
_ left 1s obscured. ., •,, 

One. of the two sketches; 
· shows a middle aged, dark 
haired, square-jawed inant 
with high cheekbones· 'who · 

· allegedly was, in Atlanta~ in·~ 
196711:or, 1968.'.t,, The sketchf 

, carries the label-"Ralph.''.:ilil.tt> 
;, The other- drawing shows al. 

maliJwith close·cropped·halr~ 
. The--'commlttee said the mant. 

"reportedly, represented hii4 
s~i as· a member of the u! l. 
in elligence community In thi ... 
H Os and ; . . on· occasio, ,.­
u d the name Maurice Bis ·,. 
op." . :. :f''½ 
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(Mount Clipping in Spoce Below) 

,__,1.: ;::I::.:·. l! .•. ! ~.:a .. yq1f._: ./,. ,,~1e1e:~t~ift .. ~Jb.Je1·i·.·~~,. a·. 
li'lio'. J·'· '. . d • ·. • · ~e ed, notfurtler(dfntifl .· '. ege Jn , . 1: i\" had of~er,d to. gi~e lf 

'.,n_•:_.g··: ··i·D· e··a··•.tL i r:~;in~:~.!<>-~~~Mnia:~.rt.= 
fl\.l_. ·. ' ' ~ . ' n l • rUlll continued. . 
I • • · , t "!J:e said that also present I .. (c) New York T)mes $el'Vlce .t_'U','O a short itockY man, :WJlO 
' . w~~n; D.C. - . The '\_\'lllkecl t-,,ltb a: limp. ],;ater; 
JFBt rece1v~d .a report _in ~.tJ:a ~ to the actual_in- . 
tMatch, 1974'; that an Imperial !ldMdual, · Beyers comment 
:<Mo.) .businessman was ."the ;th. at thl• 111an was actua· l·ly 
cindlvidual wh-o made the '"the indlvtdual who made the 
tpayoff of James Earl Ray ,af- >.ayoff of. James Earl Ray af• 
•ter the killing" of the Rev. ~er tl\e killing.''. 
Martin Luther ~ing, accord- ~ Confederate Flags · 
Ing to bureau documel:).ts Iii 
mildt! public Wednesday: · t_ . rding to_ the memo~ 

--, -The documents, released i \ um: . . , --~', •;, ., 
;pnder: the. Freedom of 1n- _ ~ : Beyers said _he ~p~: 
~o,rmation Ac:t to Harold ~!];. , ~ to accept this contract 
,V~lssberg, a private investi- . . _cbd remark that this Iaw-
'.!lator _of ~nation ljlat• . er · bad · Confederate f.la~s 
:ters, and The- New Yor\'i .,and_ other items _about. t 
~lines Included the 197~ ~ouse that J!light mdicate ~ 
~port 1of an informant to hil .· >WU 'a real rebel.' Beyers al 
JB.I conirol agent, which hai • · 1omm.ented that }le had be 
!l?een written by the agent. 1 ,.;off ere!! ei~ber. $1 ~,000 or 
; It was based upon the in- ~20,000 to kill King. 
,;t_ormant's. conversation with ~ Th,re ls no indication that 
~u,ell G. Byers, a onetime ~yers presented an. y corra-
~t. · uls auto parts deaier · O>oration. for the charge that , 
:Wh ls now a witness before ~ was paid. · . . ·•. . · · , 
.iie · ouse Select Conunittee ~- In an lnte1'."1e:w with··~; 
pli•Assassinations. The Times mew York Tblies reporter on· 

: ,reported lilit week that Byers ~ uly 18, Brers confirmed that 
)ad told ·the committee that · e met with John H. Suther-·· 
two Imperial men had of- and, a patent lawyer from 
fered him $50,000 to· kill , mperlal, and John R. Kauff-

. King and that he had turned ann, a onetime stockbroker, 
- down the offer. n.late 1966 or early 1967 and-

• hat they offered him $50,000 
Payoff Alleged ' J or the King murder. He did 

But the documents released ttnot disclose In the interview 
Wednesday showed that in !that 'he believed that Kauff. 
1973 Byers iold an FBI-infor- fmann had actually paid Ray 
~t that one of these two taiter the crime. He said · he 
.~en was the person who paid .turned down the offer. 
~ff Ray after King's murder t . Both Suthe_rl~nd a~d 
1>n April 4, 1968. Ray is serv~ ~auffmann are dead, au 
!Ing a 99 year sentence . in ~hi widows have salci the;r, 
tennessee for the killing.J,I .e ,;...,.di not believe thelr late hul. 
~has said, after initially plead- jb _s would have ·becoiq 
,-ng guilty, that .he did not ~n Ived IJl such a plot. Bye:11 
'!Shoot the black leader. · !'to . this story to persons ~ l The bureau memorandum $1968 and again ln 1973. · 
;,noted that "during the fa~l • 1 

· , · 3 (lengthy deletion) · · 
• if' s (the name was mi 
,i ed) talked freely a ' 
. If and bis business, an 

ey later went to (sbort 
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. Je~e Jackso~ _.,:·JI.-lets on Ray . · ): 
bicagQ, IU.· -AP-:- Th · 

R v; Jesse Jac·kson · .has , 
opened his own investigation 
into Martin Luther King's 
mt1rder, spurred by a letter 

L J:.,::.so:ay J 
what be called a· threat of 
death hanging over everyone 

· .present a~ the killing. 
Jackson, who asked per­

. mission Thursday - to inter­
. view Ray at Tennessee's 

Bushy Mountain prison, said 
he was convinced Ray did not 
act alone. "There are still evil 
fo,rces at large," he said. 

· Ray denied In his letter to 
Jackson · and others that he 
.killed King and offered evi-

. •i· nee, "about how I wffi·-. . i .'! He asked to be tri ; 
f1i r the assassination, t' 
· ich -be originally plead . 
guilty. ' - ' ' ' 
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-Je . · :iack Af ......... □ ;, , · -:·sse ;,, .. __ ,_~ son 1· .. ·. ·_ ~> 

Probes KiAg-Slaying.. 
I ticago, Ill. - AP - The Rev. Jesse Jackson_ h1! 

o.. e. d. h. is .. o. wn in··. ve. stig·a· tio. n into th. e .. k. l.lling of the ~·. .. M tin Luther King Jr. because "t;l.te threat of dea1', 
ll s over ~very9.P.,e present at t,he ~,s!lssination." · 1 ..• '., . > 

ompted by a letter from James.Earl Ray, Jackson 
• asked permission Thursday to interview the confessed 
l{lssassin at Tennessee's Brushy Moull!ain Prison. 

"I fear greatly for his life,"' J~ said. "I fear 
gre@tly for my own life.1• 

He ~d he is convinced Ray 4~dil't act .alone ~ 
ther~ 11',i still evil forces at 11!,rge.'' 

•· JacksQn, now head of Operation PUSH in Cbica' 
~,. ® a motel !'()Om balcony in ~IP. phis, Tenn,, wi ·. ,. ~l g when the civil rights leader was shot April , 1, s. . l 

, · ~ he New Y~rk Times reported Thursday that an F~-I 

dolent shows a Missouri businessma~ made ~ pa.~ .. 
m.e~ to Ray after th~ assass.inatio. n,. but·t. he F. BI fiev. · . 
putj ed the l,ead. : 

:IJ e Times reported that the document::says the FBI's 
inf. mation came from Rmisell Byers, :a former St. 
Louis auto parts dealer. Government sources told the 
'rimes that Byers named John Kauffmann. a.stockbrok,. 
er who died in 1974, as the man who mad~ the payment. 

]3yer~ had conflnned to the Times tllat he told tlte 
· House Assassinations Committee he turned down a 
$50,000 offer from Kauffmann and a MiSSOUfi lawyer to 
arrange tµe killing of King. • 

~

Y, now 50, pleaded guilty and was sent to ptis~ 
f~r 9 years, But since tben he rep. eatedly has claiml. -
his nocence. · l 

Tuesday, Jackson .sent a telegram to Presld~ 

' Cairt:rs::::::::a: ::::: :r:~::: f;:r:~~e FBI ~~ 
,d_iJ lo~e information "that it consi<l,ers irrelevent or ®f 
f1 tial. Those are value judgments that could be coj 
ored by the FBI's possible role in the assassination or 
the FBI's failure to pi;:event it." _ 

Jackson adde4, "~cause be did not act ~lone, others ... 
involved are still walki11.g the stre~t. Ray is our closest · 
lead to those P!l0ple." _ · 

. Ray's letter.to Jackson, dated Jl,lly 21, said: "I did not 
kill D.r. Martin L~ther King Jr. · · · .. 

••1 believe the evidence that I can give yoµ abQUt Jiow 
I 1· used, moved around the country, paid ~ubstaptJI 
su of 1Poney, ,directed to b1,1y a rifle and c:Urected · 

r.ep._ .•.·.·.·.·.·to ... ·.• M.· ·.em .... P. h·i•s onA·P· ri·l··. 4,. l. 968,. •W·itl· b. ·e .. ~~.lpf .. uJ .. j . -es llsl)tn,i ~be fact that tbere W.a$· a coµ~,puaey-. 
m ... ~r Pr. ~µa." . • : ' · 
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Warden Stonney Lane con- ' 
firi~d. Thursday that he r~ 1 

cei• e.d Information within t~ · 
lasl few months that Jamti 
Ea1 :Ray might be plotti~ : 
another escape from Brush _ 
MQ_unt11-in State F>_rison in Pe•_ 
tros, ;Tenn. Ray, who is serv .. 
ing ·99fyears-forthe murd·er 

· of tq~ Rev. · Martin Luther: 
Kingj Jr., escaped.~June 10,, 
197_7,_ with six other inmate~.-~ 
NBC&l'fews reported -Thur~­
day tMt the ne\lf escape plot ~is ,discovered- by .Olivl i 
P1 tterson, a congression• . : 
id orma_ nt,. who stole,. Jetter I 
f m:Ray to his brother, Jer ·_ 1 
cy Ra!"L:, : --'.,; ':, , .,< ,.1;,:,J 

( 

2-Milwaukee 
1-88-7126 

(j_,-44- 388 
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./flekson Doubls ( 
Flay Killed K(ng 

Pell'.os, · t~nn. - UPI - police helped· "conspirators" 
The Rev. Jesse Jackson, the' transport Ray front Memphis 
civil rights leader who was after the April 4, 1968, shoot• 
with the Rev. Martin Luther: Ing. 
King Jr; whe~ he was slain, "If given a new trial,, be 
met with James Earl Ray (Ray) would reveal the names 
· behind bars Thursday and and information that would 
later said he had 0profound · lead the police to the real kill• 
doubt" the convicted assassin I ers of Martin Luther King," 
actually killed.King. said Abernathy, a civil rights 

••1 ant convinced that he leader who also was with 
was involved but was not King the day he was assassi• 
alone," said Jackson. nated. 

In another development in Ray, serving a ·99 year 
the case, Rflpb Abernathy term at Brushy Mountain 
to,~: the Me .. m· ph.i s Commer- State Prison, initially plead,ed .. 
cia• ppeal that h.e would., guilty to the crime, but~·r. 
tes . y at a congressional since changed bis story 
h g next week that he contends he was not the • · • 

· believes the FBI and Memphis ger man. f . 
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1/'!,N'BWS '.,l~r.JJ~I~ 
: Iil~estin.·King"pltjbe.o~ru~Jl 

Wulllngtoa,_~-~- '"'WI;.::_ investigators ),\londf.f .~ a 
T),le:. House. A'8tsst9atious news conferenet.,· · >'.t 
c~~ 1'bur6Y denied · ouver Patterson._.y,ho ··1· .~-' 

on tile strength~-. ,.ajtreliml• scribed' himself as aa und • 
llll'Ji••: · . __ :av __ ...... _-_).Jh~:.an, -~~-If cover agent- tot :the:· ,o 1, ·• 

""~ ... \llf .. _ - panel, said he·· h-4 , ta,\ 
m•pt,~'lboilslnip~.the recorde4 telephone•~ to 
m~ of ;tll-' aev. ,-tartln Jerry Ray, brother of con-
L · . Klng Jr: .' · _ _ ..'. ~ vlcted King ·slayer James Earl 

.G'. ,.,,Robert·- Blakey, the Ray, on the advice.of his su­
. c • · · · · ittet1s chief counsel, · perlor In. the congreSSlonal 
r ·. stateine11t -to reporters investigation. . 
that .. ·._ _. eel allegations made In bis statement, -Blakey I · ·· 
by,;9ire of the panel's former I the Individual :Wklna 

chataes "had nevwg . · . ; , 
employe ,of th~: ~Pl: \ Jesse Jae"°!' , . · 
"although he at OQe'U, 1

1 
I . , ·;-; . , : ,. 

- made a stateJQepf wul I' • FBrs true role:-in Klat'• ,..., 
oath to the panel. , ~-''I suslnation. . :· ,,.,. ... 

lakey salcl t_he .co• I .. He said· . · · ' '-' -•:• 
.. :.., I continie_ -~-, conil' u~_.·.·' '. -_ "The FBI . followe.i !n_·· ', ·.· co . lete i~~estlgatlon of , 124 hours a day. . _ 1 . 
all , ations.. . . ,:;, m 11 ves of the ·Flt _,. ·i i1 • 

Meanwjlile,. civf .. 1 ,1i_ihts g ter than tht_•_ ·,.fi)a _, · 
leader Jesse JacQ>li:e111erged ( I 'a)motlves/~, < · , · · , 
from a talk with James F.arl ·. . . . . · · 
Ray at . a Tennessee ·penlten• 
tiary and said he h&4 a pro. 
found doubt that Ray w .. the 
killer~f King. . · ·_ · , : · · · 

Jackson salct-he had ~led 
Benjamin Clvllettl, tile deputs}' 
•}i~,ey. _general, and t~ 
h~,, that a-new trial for ~!f 
w'', be'ln the national_~~ 
te ,, st .because there weri i 
a\i ·_ strong doubts _ab®t.-irl • 
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ijin~ Felt ~· 
ilhreatened! 
. Friend Says 

• I 

Wai,hington, D.C. -AP- . 
Martin Luther King Jr.'s 1 

chief lieutenant in the civil 
rights movement said Mon­
day that he b~lieved King 
received advance warning of 
hb assassination. 

·. 'FI think he had receive~.·: 
s~ e word from som 
sq 1' rces that he was going t 
bf:!. assassinated," the Rev 
Ralph David Abernathy tol 
the House Assassinations 
Committee as the panel 
opened a ,week of public 

• hearings on its investigation 

I of King's death. _, 
Under questioning, Aber­

nathy said he had "no knowl­
edge" of any warning deliv-
er~to King. . · 

e said that although 
an◄ King were the closest · I 
frii ds, King had said not . 
Ing to him about any thn>at~ ,, ,., ... hout his experi-

N evertheless, Abernathy ences in Memphis and elsj'r; 
recalled that the night before where, King distrusted la ·i·.l 

thtmurder in Memphi~, enforcement agencies an .; 
Te. ., April 4, 1968, King felt he could not rely on the ·' 
de .. ered a speech in which for protection, Abernathy 
he , eemed to foretell his said. 
death. · · "He really did not rely on 

That was a famous· speech or trust the police powers in 
in. Which King declared, "I this country," Abernathy 
have been to the mountaintop said. "He knew the FBI was 
and I have seen the promised against him and could not be 
land." trusted. He knew the CIA . B more than an hour of was· against him and couil 
te mony, Abernathy de- not be trusted. His hot 
sc. ed bis relationship ~ith rooms had been bugged. : T. , 
Ki from the time they first police were looked on as :J 
met in Atlanta in 1951. enemy." . . ' 
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James Earl Ray, convicted killer of the Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr., testified Wednesday before the House 
Assassinations Committee In Washington. Ray·swQre 
he did not kill the civil rights leader and said he was 
not at the murder scene. He describe.d himself as a vic­
tim of conspiring lawyers, "intelllgence agencies (and) 

mbllshing empires," and added that King was the\tic- ~1 
, I 

of a conspiracy between the FBt and the Memphis '. 
enn.) police. King was slain In Memphis on Aprit 4, . 

1 

68. -AP 
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'an~I Tri~s to Trip, 
. cly, on Testimony 

AP and UPI 

Washington, D.C. - The 
House Assassinations Com­
mittee tried Thursday to 
shake one discrepancy after 
another in James Earl Ray's 
account of bis travels with 
mylry man "Raoul", trig­
geri a storm of protest 
fro I Ray's attorney that de­
lay , the hearing time and 
agai . 

Rep. Louis Stokes (D-Ohio) 
picked up on a theme cut 
short Wednesday when Ray 
was excused early from his 
first day of testimony after 
complain~ng of weariness he 
said he suffered from mis­
treatment by prison officials. 

Stokes assailed Ray's state­
ment to the committee that 
his unfound and never fully 
identified accomplice Raoul 
had never handled the .30-06 
rifle~t· hat later proved to be 
the eapon used to kill the 
Rev.l Martin Luther King Jr. 
on :-1 ril 4, 1968. 

A Ray told the panel 
that if he had killed King, his 
fingerprints never would 
pave been found on the mur~ 
der weapon. 

''Every Novice Knows" 
"I would have wiped my 

fingerprints off the rifle if I 
knew it was going to be used 
in a seri~s crime," Ray said 
in' his second· day of testimo­
ny before .the Assassinations 
Committee: He Insisted that 
even as a petty criminal he 
was too smart to leave his 
prints behlnd. 

I was suggested that be 
d. id ot have time to wipe his 
pri oft the rifle because he 
w n a hul1'Y to flee the 
.scene of µie shooting. 

"Usually you do that (re-

' '·, J 
move. the prints) beforehand goods stor~f.n<l boughta!1$C.,~ 
- before the crime," Ray· ond one that Raoul lnspec;ted: . 
said. "There are several But in his initiaj testimopy: , 
things you can use to prevent Wednesday, Ray -~d :.~ul -· 
your fingerprints from get- Inspected the·· first· rifl~ but•·• 
ting on the rifle. Every novice n0 nevee. r approve_ d the~_' -~.~;·;', . '. __ 
knows enough to keep your 
fingerprints off a weapon if "Where I had the proble 
It's .going to be usecl for a se- was that I th'.ought.lbll4 p. ~ ~ .- -
rlous crime. chased the second rifle • 

"I used flesh colored Band- same •.day as the first," :ht 
Aids in the past," he said. said. "When 1 saw goyei,f 

Ray's fin.gerprlnts were ment documents · that -;,:ii: 
found on · the rifle when it bought the se~ond rifle the 
was recovered near the next da~1 I realized I had 
shooting scene. Ray contends. made an error." 
that he had given it the day, Ray testified earlier he 
before to a man he knew oply drove from Birmingham lo 
as Raoul. Memphis, gave Raoul the ri· 

nfll · , fie the day before King was 
Co ctlng st0ries shot and after that never saw 

"When we think about the h ai , . t egunag n. __ 
fact that Raoul s flngerpnnts Much of the. first hour .of 
don't ~xist on that _rifle at all, Ray's testimony was take_n 
doesn t tha! in~icate th~~ up by wrangling between his 
Raoul doesn t exist at all? attorney, Mark· Lane, and 
Ray was asked. committee members over 

"It doesn't to me," Ray · procedural questions. At o; .. 
replied. He said Raoul proba- point Lane accused the. co .· 
bly used Band-Aids or some mittee of returning to th' . 
other method to keep his "McCarthy era," a referenc, 
prints off the rifle. to the communist witchlnih 

Ray . admitted e_arlier led by the late Sen. Joseph 
Thu,;s~y that ~e had given McCarthy of Wisconsin. 
conflicting stones to House Chairman Richardson 
!~vestigators,,, b~t said _these Preyer- (D•N.C;), warning 

small errors did not dispute against continued - interrup~ 
his denial that he shot King. tions told Lane he could be 

Under intensive question- ejected from the heariiig 
ing by Stokes, Ray said he room. · ' · .· .. 
had told two stories about . Ray's memory was. ;u. 
how Raoul ln,spected and tacked again and.again. Why 
approved 'the King murder had Raoul never been f®nd? 
weapon when It was pur~ Who .co1ild ha:ve 'seen - th'.em 
chased in Birmingham, Ala., together? Wh~•' couldn't, Ray. 
several days before the kill- fumlsh _more · descljptlve Jn• 
Ing. formatloa abopt Raoul, ill(lch· 

Had a Problem 
Ray told · Investigators In 

Tennessee that , he returned 
the first rifle to a SJ)Ortlng 

·· as his.real name? - · __ , 
Ray, struggling _to cl.· 

vlilce the;. com~ttee , that/
1 

• 

dl_d not kill King; -l>Iames:,. . · · 
,poor. memQey ~d -hwnait . · 
'oles f9r dftltrep11-nQlesJn c ' 
stories; ·. -· .'.J. · ... . : ' <'. . . :: 
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- . . -~,.. "'...: ·.~-, . 

iay Tells C~ngre.f; 
'I Didn't Kill Kinit1r, 

Ray .sat~ hew~ at:;~:~,;.' 
station several blocks.J.rim,-:, 

Wasbbagtoa, D.C. -UPI-- He said he was unaware of 
James.. Earl Ray, who con• the King· slaying until he 
fessed to killing tbe Rev. hellrd a radio report an hour 
Martin Luther King a decade ,after the shooting. By that 
ago, testified under oath time, .said Ray, he was driv• 
Wednesday that he was sev- ing in Mississippi.. just over 
eral blocks away when the . the Tennessee border. The 
civil rights leader was *lain radio report said police wl!re 
in Memphis on April 4, 1968. looking for a white Mustang_ 

"l did fiot shoot Marti - t~e kind of car Ray was 
t,uther Kin'g Jr.," Ray to I. drlvmg at the time. 

House, Assassination 
mmittel! in his first publi 
timony on the murder. Hi 

· 1~1 was expected. 
· · . ay began speaking about 

8:30 a.m .. CDT and finished 
reading· his 88 page prepared 
statement about 90 minutes 
later. Hts tfitimony was na-

, tionally televised by Public 
Broadcasting Service (Chan­
nel 36 in Mllwaukee). 

Speakiifg '·r~pidly, Ray pre- j 

sented what he termed "new­
ly discovered'.' FBI docu- · 
ments which he .. said suggest­
ed .that the-King· assuslnation 
was a co~pb:acy . between 

_ the rs1 and the ){eniphii~ I.Much of what 'Ray tol he 
_ i_. mltte. e has .. been r-e ed.· . 
i other .-tntemews . ov · e ·. arlii' . ,"::•,,•,., .. :·· •' •,: ' 
___ ,: •... '"l,· ·.-.· •.: 

the murder. -site ,.at.~~.··.':. ;]i·:·: .. 'J King was sl~n. ·• .. , , .. . ~ 1, I'~-
. ·But be a~~owted~ ·. · 
ing a ~• at . ,.__, ' 
house. from whittf t.be,· 
$110t was belle~· :.ti>.· 
been fired, and he $&lcl 
brought a tine· tQ M. ·. . 

r.,..n tt>He111';Jg, ,,.,~;it~~~\l! 
d ', 4~. 1~•.,; t '· ' 
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?~fr ~fY Gef ~ 
'!i FO}urlt at Last' ·.' l»rl•• bis hnPri'°"J· nt,· :, . · _ · · •'4\flt'' . Ray bas waged a pnvate ar 

·. · . . • . i c::ortvinced that Ray did not with prison 1>fftctals, at t. es 
Washiilgton,. I?:•~· -t,. . ! act alone, or, as he now refusing to work, tos ng 

. And now the United Sta s e§l. s, that he acted not at .1n:wanted food from hi!\ ell 
c .. ongress has offered its r .a·· 11. . u. t. rat. her wa. s se. t uito .··1, d d.eclining . to appea.r be• 
t~ a man with a doze_n na~es_, t ', the rap by a,, my ry , re a board that could grant 
a loner and a bumbling df!ft- , . named· -Raoul.· . · ·. m better privileges. 

· er, a convicted drunk, thief, · . Ray, 50, has s~~nt mo of · .. Eveh Monday,, as he was 
burglar,. robber, forger, es- _ his adult lif~ behind bars. He_ :take.n from his Tennessee cell 

.· cape artist and kiHer. '_ls now serving a 99 year se~- and turned over to federal 
· Jam'es · Earl _Ray. has · tence f?r King's murder in ·aUthoi!ities for the trip to 
yearned for this day,. a .Memphis and ~ 1 to 2 year ·wash~ngton, he allegedly 
chance to recant once agam, sentence for his 54 hour es- :- .refusad to be photographed 
f.his ~I.me' in the 1:11arbl~d cape from ~rushy Mountain _ a~ episode, according to1 

~agmflcenc_e of. Capitol Hill, State Prison m Tennessee last ;his· iar,vyer, Mark Lane, that 
his confession to the 1968 year. . re$ult~d in a hard blow to the 
murder of the Rev. Martin _ Months ago, Ray consented. 1 head ~y federal authorities. 

Lights, camei:a, co~spir~cy._ ,f'iayboy magazine. The m_ \I· . ~ Doesn t Mingle 
Luther King Jr. . to a lie detector_ test set upl t , , , ,, 

The House Assassinations azine reported that Ray li :I, ~ In tecent years, Ray has 
.committee, its own credibili- · Jrccording ~o the detect .', .spent /much of his tim~ writ•_ 
ty in question for alleg\ when he satd lie did not k1 I legal briefs and wnts. He 
leaks, unsupported alleg · · King. Ray later denounced _ tay~ to himself and dl't 
tions and internal bickerin , the test. , ngl~," said Charles ss, 
was on the air. at last wit ··· Ray, who is-still pleading ·.·· slstant corre.ctions co ·s-
l'lay as its star witness. · · for a new trial despite the .- · ner· at tM Tennessee is-
. 11 M t ry M n Supreme Court's refusal to '<>n.<IHe's a very difficult er-

1 . ~s e a . ·give him one, said, "I think son to get a line on,." 
J.!It promised t? be a field that all could be resolved •· Ray,\ 5 feet 10 inches and aw for. the legions already f~at. · simply at somflype of '170 .. po. unds, has always, 

be . ng or trial. Possibly the seemed!, a loner. He speaks 
CQ \nittee will be able to ,softly, acting by turns shy 
· Jve it." and sure In prison interviews. 
•· Would Be at Odds · Hiscince bla~k hair is graying 

now; accentmg blue eyes. 

James Earl Ray 

If the committee strikes a -the eldest_ of nine children new conclusion, it will be at alld. the son of an alcoholic 
1 odd$ with an investigation fath~r; Ray gave up school in 
· that involved 3,000 !!I the 10th· grade, drifted and 

a.· gents and 30,000 intervie • Jt}ined the Army. He was sta• 
1 Ray's fingerprints we e tlOned in Germany, wheihe 

found on the murder weap · , ; sentenced to hard l ~or . 
a .30-06 rifle, and he was .'' .. rtdru .. n .. kenne.ss and eve. u-
tracked down in London, liv• ,al · discharged ,for "i t-
Jn:g under a t alse name, four ·JI. . ." · . · · . . 
months after the killing. j:., e. adapted ev~n mote 

Ray· 1,ater would claim he -~(lyJ9-civililrflift. Various 
handled; the weapon during 

· the course of what he 
thought was a gun running lhetne by the man naml 

·.· ool." He says he w . 
1
- anging a tire when the sh 

f killed· King was fir 
and that he fled because he 
was a fugitive; , 

accounts of his criminal ac• • 
dvit.ies, apparently beginni;. 
w~h a typewriter theft 
L Angeles shortly after h. f 
di barge, portray him . I 
bu bling and nabbed for pe , 
ty urglary Jllld other ~rimes 

. over the next 10 years. · 
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that , w~ the same type~ 

. th~i~t;~:J:r!!l:S·saw t~ 
r e the day before the as .· 

; s ; ation. He said he gave it to 
· •• aou.l" -, a mysterious fig­
ure with I whom Ray said be 
had engaged · in smuggling 
,activities ,in Mexico and Can­
ada during ,tthe year before 
the King ltilling. Ray has 
claimed he was set up by 
Raoul. . . \ 

On the day before the 
shooting, Ray testified that 
he met Raoul at a bar near 
the Memphis rooming House. 

"He then. took the rifle and , 
departed, and truA was the 
last I saw ofttb.e weapon," 
Ray said. : !..i 

Ray said that on the day of 
the sbooting he went to a gas 
s~~tiotl to checlt a leaking tire 
0!··1,1 the Mustang. He then 
d ve back toward the room­
in · house to f(nd a police car 
blocking the . street and peo-

ple running a~ut. . J' 1 

Headed for New Orleau ,. 
Apparently because be ·w 1 

a fugitive ·trom prison, he 
immediately · started driving 
toward New Orleans, Ray 
testified. "I hiarcl over the 
car radio that Dr. Martin 
Luther Kins Jr. had been shot 
in Memphis," he,sald. 

Ray rev~led tfor the first 
time how ·· he financed his 
year out of jail - Including a 
$1,700 robbery in Canada, 
and a smuggllna operation 
between Detroit and Wind­
sor, Ontario, which brought 
in $1,500, a Mexican sm1• 
gllng scheme, .oarried o 
with Raou), that paid $2.0 . iliy originally plead 
g y to the murder in 19 '· 
b he almost immediately , 
r ted t~at confes~on after • 
receiving a 99 year1~ntence. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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fiay'S, GlliltDeriialt{ 
HardlY.•J~ersua.§iY~*t 
J~es · E~l:,·Ra:fJ ~fambling pie~ or·i~~cenc/ tlli;; 

week to the shooting of. the· Rev~ Martin Luther King· Jr. 
on Aprit-4;-1968;'· seems-,to· strengthen '·the-c:onclusioil · 
that Ray, was telling the-truth when he pleaded guilty in 
1969 to murdering the civil rights activist. .. 

Ray's disjointed anct:vague. story:about a 'mysterious 
man _named. "Raoul,'! whom he· had,met in a bar and. to 
whom he allegedly gave the rifle which was the murder 
weapon~ conflictswith·thehard facts of the.case.,Rays 
did purcbase,the-murder weapon, he did:rent a room, 
overlooking the Memphis motel balcony where King: 
was shot and the_ rifle )vas subsequently found in his. 
belongings •. ~ -~~i::\.~:::;,~; ,::~: .. 2·,; ,,.·::.' • _::,_·_ :a /~!_·-._.f 

Ray, in testimony this' week before the House 'Assah 
suitions Committee,.:again said bis attorney-talked bi . 
inl a false plea of· guilty. But Ray's efforts to recan 
ov r the years have sounded more like a shot in th 
d,. k effort to capitalize on the public's fascination wi 
the possibility that there was greater intrigue'involved, 
in the killing than,had reached the.·surface. . , . · >,.z' 

The- contu,,uing7 cont.toversy:~ver:\,vhe~er, Lee1--, 
. vey_ Oswald actually marclered John F. Kennedy had-set 
thepatt~~-~:':<:;\/<'.<"-::::' -~----··.·;, __ . , . : · 

It is also.in fashionsto. suggest,.as.Ray.has done,_that. 
th
~:

1i~~t~i~~7~1!t1::S;i~:~;ti~:~,:~~!i;_~i~~~~ 
Ray-was the type of_petty:crooic.-:y,h~-rr1ighthavebeen · 
used by-others~ ·.chances are that.if-=:a' conspiracy were 
involved, Ray was the-Jlired gun who did;merely.what 
he was paid to do.-.~·.,·,~ i:~: ·.-~~~-~Y.J ~..;_;~/~::~•;_i~ji;tt~:;?}:·· :.? ~~~~)~ft.:;~~::~; · 

The tracks of any'reai.-~nspira.torsiri the case tire 

~==::1'!::~:=;·· i . 
th~onsibillty for-tbs actual shooting • .f~.l- hi y .... , 

k . , .. , ... ·. - . · .. ·:. :._ . .· •· .. · . · •. ,. ,:,;_·. 
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·1f 1ng'Pallel,Ru1.i ~U;et · ;r .. · .... ··.· 
<,].:~"-- • _,_., And w~• Ray PRma.irt'an~ Robel1 f. Pa.- . . . . . . 

Washington, D.C. - It was , testified and was later ques- ne~t,was attom~_Y. generi··. 
a dramatic .ttuation· in the. tioned by the committee an servlce as. chief couu,s , 
House's renewed investiga- chairman Rep Louis Stokes fo _Senate subcommmitt ... 
t(on into the assassinations of (D Ohio) ' Blak. hi on minal laws and proc . 
President John F.- Kennedy • ' -.ey sat sp ·D]!: duresfrom 1969to.1973. :1 

and tbe Rev. Martin Luther like. He also has been a frequent . 
King Jr. Reshaping Probe i' consultant on such matters as Imes Earl Ray, the con• But for the last year, · 1

1 electronic surveillance, l~gal .. 
· vi ed killer of · King, was has been the key role in r ', ized gambling and crime con-
b g brought into the tightly shaping and rehabilitating spiracies. He drafted the fed~ 
g · rded hearing room on investigation that lapsed into eral law on wiretapping,. ' 
Capitol Hill as the star wit• virtual chaos with noisy con-
ness and would remain for flicts between his p:redeces• Tough to Ku,ow Him 
hours to testify. sor, Richard A. Sprague, and "It's very tough to set 

Yet the man in charge of the previous committee close to Blakey," one commit~ 
the investigation, G. Robert chairman, Rep. Henry Gonza- tee member said. ''He is not 
Blakey, a 42 year old Cornell lez (D-Tex.). looking for something spec~ 
University law professor Far from being aloof from tacular. But he wants to have 
who is chief counsel for the the. main business of the in• positive results and he's both 
A1· assinations Committee., vestigation, Biakey has in• meticulous and notofiOusly 
w ' typically quiet and out of tense convictions on the su~,l failji,, . . . . ··ri: 
thi limelight. . ject. One of those convictio · . .''1i'' e wants a concJuSi · 

), e allowed an assistant to is that the investigatio , tha , will say - in the JE!•, · 
m e the introductory re• should not degenerate into ·, cas , for instance .... that .tq' 
marks leading up to Ra,y's cir' because, as he says, "It ···. did t, or someone else dicl • . 

ca 1
: easily be sensationa J~ ·. 

ize ' i 
· native of Bowlingtod 

N.C., Blakey still retains a 
soft southern accent. 

"H' b • e s an a solutely oppo-
site personality to Dick 
Sprague, who was a flamboy­
ant showman," a member of 
the committee says. ..He•s 
totally a man from academe." 

W11shfngton Experience 
Blakey got his- liberal arts 

and law degrees with high 
honors at Notre Darile and 
taught law there for several 
years. Since 1973 he has.been 
teaching law at Cornell, 
where he heads the Cornell 
11·tute on Organized Crime. 

! ·s Wa.shington expe. :rie31.' in : udes .a stint as a you 1 

1a· ! . er in the racketee · : 
s · on of the Justice i:>ep 
ment when Kennedy was 
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UPI and AP ihll was a deliberate e1- vejgated. murders. in .. h .. is.tory. · 

Earl Ray's lawyer accused A~' ric,.ri people," Lane s~. I dgyat•11, n·-. di, ... er_v .. ,!d. re, •.,i.nv~·.' 11 ·, ·. 
Washington, D,C, - James fo I belleve,·to deceive ti - ins's !'ttd John~F. K.ennel• 

the 9hairman of the House asJ e commit~ee began 1 j 
Assassinations Commile thiril day of questioning R. a. · . · ,ck, cdii'aresstnen. parti 111 .·. 
FrlclJY of deliberately dist : - : . Stok~ .«:cused Ray Thurs- ularly wanted an- inv~ · .· ... 
ing evldence·to paint a fa, , day of .going to. Atlan~ after tion. The Kennedy ·mut,1er 
headline grabbing picture· f news reports appear~ in Los had ·been examtned .. ·bt'tlte 
Ray,· king the Rev~ Ma in · Angeles saying King was Warren Cofnl1"ion · but-. 
Lu \ r King. going east.. The committee there. was no comp6rable · 

R : 's attorney, Mark Lane, introduced a newspaper clip~ public body· to examine the 
and ay also accused the ping to supll()rt that point. . King investigation and to see 
committee of refusing to pro- But Lane said .the. newspa- whether the FBI ~ad pel'.• 
vide Ray· with notes he had per account was da,ted March formed adequately, , · 16i968 :--,, the _day after Ray B~ it appears the con-

. . fil , a postal address chant gre~1 men on the committefl 
The assassination . panel's fo . giving ~tlanta as a f . in i e course of the yeaj 

chief .counsel prefers to avoid ' w Ing· . address - · ~ath · cam' to accept the FBI ver'j ·, 
the limelight; story on Page th before. Ray's decislofi · J slorr f events in• Memphis o!IJ 
13,Accent. . go.to Atlanta, as ~tokes h 1April4, 1968, . 

. suiested~iStokes refuse1) 
made in the past, including coQ ·· ent on the accusatioill 
materiiµ given to author Wil• ~u e committee acknowl 
liam Bradford Huie, and Ray ed · d · the conflicting, date 
threatened briefly to refust for the official record. 
further testimony if he could • It wasn't Ray's day T~urs• 
not see the documents. I day as the Assassinations 

Ray's threat prompted an-. Committee m6ved. to the end 
other delay in the hearings of its first week of public 
while commi!tee membel hearings on· findings that 
s~lt. to . see whether t_ I . have consumed two years of 
do ments, inclu<!f ng cop1 · ! investigations costing more 
of y•~ handwritten not · than $4 million in public 
a . t . bis ~avels,. could funds. ·. 
1111 .,uced. . . ·. . If Ray has a friend on the 

The committee agreed. ~ · committee he hasn't spoken 
make documents .containing ' 
208,000 words of evidence · upFrom the start, the ·com­
available to Ray before the mittee's handling of Ray has 
day was out. been hostile. No member will 

In a bitter opening ex- say so, but the committee's 
change, Lane said Rep. Louis purpose appears intended to 
Stokes (~•Oh(o), the commit• make a persuasive case for 
tee chairma;rt, ignored the the American people that he 
. 4ates on a newspaper story alone was the culprit. . : 
anton ,a ,l)ostai addrem ' It is strange ln 1lgbtJ1 ' ch : ge form to make it a I the • mmitte~history~ . . . 
. pe Ray left Los A,ngeles .f . ..- .· was c~eated beCi'l,l 

1 
• 

At}. ta aft_er se~lng n~ . ma ,members, of the Ho . i · 
-repc;,rts that I(fng ~, &of I fel , the full truth was no 
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ra~si-w~•1······'~m~;<, <k:· ·.••~a." .. 
. . ~:::..~ .. ; . ' ". 

#' ~ • •• .. 

. 1 . 

- ,: •• ':°- •• i . .:.. .. •••~' ;~_• .. :~~~ ~ • • , •~ l,. , • "' r • ,.-,.-1 •:-:.•., ,,.' n- •;.:, ;, •• ':l,, •• •~- -
- ... " - ,· .. ~.~~-"' .....-'11 _..,...., ............ -~ .... _, .··_.·· •.• , __ ·;-ii,L-~.:.-:...--.:.: _,• . ·-~ 
~-:--:"·~ •-"'\..:_;-/.::•.z.;.:1;f'J, ;:-··••j~•·: ... 

"'!\·~~~----~: -~·:1.r_:· .. ,: -,.,0 t!,1 

..... ' 
'... ... - . 

,-. -
,, Jc 

·' ~ ? 

...... 

. ~ • • "' • . t •"\.. -~••.( ~;t":= I ........ : ■.:.·:t· :. 

... ~---_· -~:~l~1~~s~~/ ~-:_.r:,ri·~ .]<+ - ~_,., 

~::r1·n:.·.· :;:1 
.:,.~ . 

' . . .. 

<,. •• ., •. 

"':.· "~::3~ From SentineLWire Servicei;J,1 :..- ;;~. ::--:;:•l c: 
., : ·::;---:,· ·-•"--:'"• ... :::··-~·f:>f; . . . ->···:< /~;:~ 4( 

Washington. D.C, ~ James Earl J{ay told a Scotland ... 
Yard insnector berore.his return to the.United States in ,,1 

1968 thai he killed the 'Rev: Martin Luther ~ing· Jr. and:1:.-~ 

expected.it would inal(e hin('!a nai:ionaHero; ''. _accord~'. ;1~": 

ing to surprise evidence unveiled Friday. ::«•i,; '·_.:,. l _'•:·-~--0 ·: 
:' ~ • . , . t . : /: . -~ '~ 

The allegatioO: drew- an· jmmediate denial from Ray-·:: 
=lnd, an ,mgry'Aentmciatio13i.fr.om,, h!s. attorn~Y~, Mark. h~ 

_... 1:" ..,. ...... ,!.,~. ·-.:...,;..!'·:·:-ii'£, 'W-s.i:.sA.;,·l•~·3 A;.!:.,, ,t' .. ~_-5,1.,;·-: 

Lane."' .. who countered b~·-announcing.,.dramatica!ly, he·~i 

!. ~{f ~~~~~~Viiii@:~l:~J!~lf 
In· a heated exchange,.~·acting committee/ Chairman.; 

Richardson. Preyer (D·N,C}:did _not -~011tr:1td:ict, Lane's,: 
charge lxlt merely said the panel was not attesting.to·. 
the truth or Jalsity,of the,policeman'.s'statement_,....;,,.....-=i, 

. _.;:,~Th~·panef°th~n·dismissefRa/asiwffo~s-unt_il No-., 
.. · --vember-~ sticking.to its planned three day._schedule. for 

r , ·~~s;1~;~;~r:h~}tt;1\~~fti~;t1~;¼·;t -
.. ' .The damaging claim-of. Ray's alleged confession.w; 

. attributed to retired-~British, police officer=-)\lexahd 
Anthony Eist and was read aloud by Rep. S11muel .De-

.... vine(R-Ohio) ... · ··_:' -~£:(•:i-••· ~~···:;jf~{(;:,~·-·\ 
Devine quoted·:£~:as saying, •~er:W~S!:R~y•s·:near!y:; . 

constant gtl.1l?'d duri~g the'Yf,eeks ~f his t_mpn~Qnn:tent ·.11ti •·· 

tondon and thus became something. of_ a fn~nd of th 
ugitiv;. · ' .. _ ,1 ·:t ··.·;,::;;:'.t;)s2t:\\ ,;•:·'.~-{i: .:, 

Eist, now a pubkeeper; -..y~,asked-by. ~he-~om~~tt~e : 
n vestigators on AUF ·f "'.het,he_r, ~~-r~ca_lle_d,Ra~.llC_t~al~ i 

ly admi~n~:·.~e;_lqll!~f:!>.f;.!S,1.2~•,·:or~,-1,11~!~~~, mere) .. ¥.,;. l-HQ-44-38861 
. -·· <i)..MI-44-388 
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j ac~:7::::.t:. :::cii~.:Jl~:F!:i: ~f~.i:J;:.,and ~ :~1'..'':;::s~ii ~:~~~;~f6::ffi. • 
. Wt.th the murd~t\!.e~po~·: i'.,iJ; ~1st a~so said Ray coni~i ~ay ~hen char~ed that .theJ. 
1 '.Oh, no, no,. no," Eist re-•. plained h.1s only mistake was•. interview of E!st was evi-i _ 

plied. -~•Dunhg:Cthet tourse :01. · ,to -leave: behind the murder '. dence that the panel .:'intends ,, 
the; conv!i'~tio'n,. he definite · •. ·.weapon ~'ith his fingerprin~/£:}~ crucify me:•.?~\.:.. : \'; /~-~ ; 
Iy, ·h~~ d1dn.tr-actually come., on it.· .but expressed confl~t~- ! Lane, his attorne-y,,,:re~ 

· ?Ul:!WJtb/it.:.but~it.was there.;jcience. t~at··w?uld not be}/turned to Ray's side about,:. 
. . m th~ ~?nversa~on that he' ,· _enougli to ge~ Ji~m on a mur-t~ that time and said he had just:i-: 
·. done1t..f!:;:i JJ.i•H :f).:;:":::·;::,;:i. ~~e~ch'.11"g~. ::, :::·. · , i, ;,tjplaced a call to a barrister in4,­
-~: At another point; Elst sai~f~·· ·,(;t'The ·only thing that tl~~\i·Ehgland who denounced-Eist . .' 
; "He was telling.me that after: :~tate or wherever this shooti.,·as corru~t and called him."a~ 
j the shooting (on, April- 4 ·,1~g. occu~-red would be a~le t~ _, ~lsgrace. ~? the E~gla~d p_o-j. 

1968), when he left this plac . pm· on him was a consp1racvi -!1ce force. Lane said his Brit-1 
· he panicked- and _threw, th~), because they couldn't actuaf4 1sh contact told him Eist had l , 

gun away .• ~ • I mean there-,Af.lY prove that he fired the gull!1~t been forced off ·the job· for,: 
isn't any doubt from the con-t!>ecause according to hi , ~!lla~ful ~~!l:~u~t.:.·.;-,_,. ~-~, z 
versation tb~t he told me that~:nobody sa~ him,f' Eist•.~· ' i. · - - · ' ~ 
he was admitting. to me tha ~s~atement said~.~. . , . .,_ ·-i·· 

1.; .. 1
·- he had done th~ n,iurder." ··· ,j ,j'.{ After the: e~tire· i~teme~: 
_ Asked if'Ray expre~sed J wa~ ,read into the c.ommitJ · 

hatred of· blacks,. - . somed te~ s record, Ray was· askec 
t~ing ~ay has long deriied .. :. ,1:;~· res~ond .. He said simpl , 
Elst said, "There wasn't any '. .. r~at IS probably the most·. 
doubt at all. He. just· hated:: • ' --~ · · _. · · .. •... · ~ · 

, black people. Irr fact, he said~ 
, he was trying to go to Africa, 
to try to shoot some more "• 
when he was arrested . ;{" 
London's airp~rt on June 5·t 
1968. · ,~ •. c, <•·•· .. ~' 

.
:~; "He was t~lH~; ~e/ E~·, : 

.:: ~ent On irt _-,the~ interview. . 
'1 that for hirn- to- have shot:, 

black man of·note in certain.,; 
parts of America would make; 
him· into a national . hero; 

. . . anyway. He seemed absolute;.; 
Iy mad about publicity~:.:-He; 
really wanted it)'.,:;,;,.~"~' :--·'.?:Ii 
•' Eist said Ray predi~ted ;;, 

.:]
. would make $250,000·<tcl. 
. $500,0~? for the killing be .· .. 

cause he would have ·n< , 
shortage of friends, no shof1 
age of fund raisers. He would; 

. ,.,'.'''! 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



~e?flf!ld~ Anthgny ~1st,, 

PAGE TWO 
44-388 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 (Rev. 10-19-77) 

, • 
_ . . (Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

~-P?HcemafiJm~ates;Jhy 
i Los Angeles Times, AP · d . · . . ,. B t R · ..... · . ·1 f.a e against me. u al . Washington, D.C •. - In a b1zai:re s~n . iSisted "It is false." , 

of events, the House Assassmatio I · · · · ' ·, · · 
Committee presented sworn testimo · · Mark Lane, the assassina 
Friday by a former British policem on theorist who is acting a 
that James Earl Ray had bragged about , Ray's attorney, ducked out'°f 
killing the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. ' the committee ~oom wh!le 

The police:\'Jlan, Alexander Anthony Devine was reading the _E1st 
Eist, who guarded Ray in June, 1968, di~ statement. When he retum~d, 

~ not testify in person. Instead, Rep. Samu ~ane said he had been ~11 

el L.. Devine (R•Ohio) read aloud the 2 rmed by telephone by . 
page transcript of an interview that Eis · ndon lawyer ~horn he d1 
gave under oath to committee staff . t name that E1st w~~ fir~ I 

.. members two weeks ago. · om Scotland Yard m dis-
. •·. In another · curious twist, Coy Dean grace." 
... · Cowden, a former mental patient who _"He has. been. placed on 
- once claimed that he could give .Ray an !nal for takmg ~nbes and for 

ai~tight 11.libi by proving Ray was several , inv?,lvement i~ J~~el robber­
blocks away from the murder scene at ies, Lan~ said. On nume~­
the time King was shot, admitted to the , o_us o~cas1ons when he test1-

- committee that he had fabricated the fled_ m court, he fabricated 

~ whole story. Cowden testified that he testimony. 
. was more than 400 miles from Memphij . Co!71mitt~e m,embei:s did.· 

at the time he said that he saw Ra . ' mt dispute Lanes version oil 
service station at the mom t f t/ k1~ll~ • . . e events. One membe~ conll . en ° e 1 eded. during a break m th ·, 
mg. · . . roceedings that the panel•~~ 

Eist, in the interview tape recorded · taff was "aware of allega-
Aug. 4 at the Greenman's Pub that he tions against Eist." 
owns near Cambridge, said Ray ex- Eist retired from Scotland 
pressed a hatred of blacks and that "For Yard in 1976 with the rank of 
him to have shot a black man of n~te in detective chief inspector, a 
certain parts of America would make · Yard spokesman in London 

~ 
him-into a national hero." · said Friday. 

Eist, who said he was . assigned to ~- l'l He was charged in Jultfz 
guard Ray day and ni_ght after Ray's a~-· . !1976, with two counts ~L 
rest at th_e Lond?n airp~rt Ju. ne_ 8, said · ,conspiracy in connecw,Jl 
Ray admitted killing Kmg durmg the ~ith jewel robberies •~;u 
cours~ of Ion~,• rambli_ng conversations.. with conspiracy· to "pervert . 
FI~ _said Ray was quite proud" of the the course of · justice," th~ 
cnme. spokesman said, but was 

Ray, who pleaded guilty to the April 4, found not guilt~ of bo_th i68, '!llurder of the civil rights leader~~ ch!1rges when tned earher 
q E1st's assertion was "probably th . this year. 

ost damaging st~tement that has bee . ,' Shortly after the El~ state'f' 
TurntoSl&Yin.::.11&i<e2.co!,4 I~' ment was presented, th~ 

1. committee postponed furthe 
I' testimony by Ray ulitit• No . 

vember. . 
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UPI; Washington Star . 
Wasbington, D.C. - James Earl Ray was 

back behind. bars Saturday and, barring a 
miracle when his congressional. "trial" re­
sumes in November, appears destined to 
serve his full 99 year sentence for killing 
the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Two surprise developments Friday in 
Ray's testimony before the House Assassi­
nations Committee dealt severe blows to· 
Ray's claim of innocence - a retired British 
policeman's statement that Ray boasted of · 
Iqlling King shortly a.fter his arrest in Lon­
don in 1968, and another witness' admission l his ~upport of Ray's alibi was f_abricat-

y's attorney, Mark Lane, said th_e offi­
had been ~barged with corruption and 

fired in disgrace. Scotland Yard later said 

the officer; Alexander Anthony Eist:, was 
found innocent of corruption in ·a trial 1iar­

· lier this year. 
In the other development, Ii witness who 

Ray claimed could, corroborate his alibi tes,­
tided that he "totally fabricated" .the .story 
that he saw Ray in a Memphis gas station at. 
· the time.King was assassinated'in Memphis. 

Coy Dean Cowden, 43, told the ·committee 
he was living over 400' miles away in. Beau- . 
mont, Tex., and that he made up the alibi 
story to help a friend he met in the psycbiat- · 
ric ward of a Memphis ·veterans -hospital 
"make a million" peddling it to new~apers, • 
authors and the movies. • . 1 • 
· When Ray reap})t!ars before the com~u-1·1 

tee in November, que~oning is expected te>·:·. 
focus on whrther he was part f)f a conspira-. , 
cy rather th~~ lone killer. . • ·-

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.I 
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l(.R"ayJs,.GuiltyFH,&R~~:He)Ji[rlKifil!ili/ ·:..--- ·:... 'j ' King __ :~ 
.... _ - .. -..;,;. ........... ,. ,) ;• {:-,. . ~ ._ .•. ,•._ .I 

~>l•BylESSE.LJACKSONJ. · . Dr~,Toussaint's assessme11J1·•. ~ars) and his brotherwoulq~-1 
' ,.,,;; ; , . . ._; · ·.· as, that Ray appeared to ~ . e picked up and incarcer!'-te~ 
· ---PETROS..Tenn.·- After 1 ' . sane, . rational and sobei ·· nless • .he pleaded guilty. 
ltlite~,-60ur meetln_g, wit! , t' erson. My assemnent is that . so; he argued, it w,., ~• 
k.Ja.n;es Earl Ray, I ·have r .. i:Y is no more orno less rac .~. nly way he could save Ray 

_sonabletdoubt as to wheth.eri istfthan most white Amed44. life. Though he confessed to 
'}tay killed _the Rev.· Martin-, cans and that he is virtuallyiili the killing, when asked point-, 

/.I,. _u uthenKirirJ~.,. and .. I ~ l apo. _ lltical. ,, ..•. ,.. • ..,,.~ •. -.. , ., } ,,.,,,,..Jl blank by the jud~e i. !, he_ ha~.· 
·absolutely convinced that if;;'.',· 1- .: · • · • .. · · ... ,,~. acted alone he said, .. I d1dn t 
he diet. he. did not act alone .• •"ft •:i: -~. Grace Walden, t.he eyei,; sa.y th. at.'!,,,:. ,.··~ , ':· .. . . 

..,,.~,- .•. '. .. .. . . . ~· ·Etness who-·saw .. the ma ,4 . . • .,.. ... . •• •· · .,· 
,· pnJuly 21, Ray wrote tc -:; ho·ran ouf of-the--roorr.;i .·4.-:Ray's motive was low .. 
'me. lndfcating; (1) He- did n01' '.· hereHhe shot· was fired • He was. a narcotics hustler, 

.'.}'kill King; ~~) There was 1 .. efused to• id. e.ntify Ray.- She and gunrunner who comm. it-~ r conspiracy involved; (3) H . · was put in a mental institu~ ted crimes for pay. He had no 
1 felt the, answers would · be: tion for IO years. The firs6 record of violent crime.'.~/ .. : .:' 
'=found·,in. EBI files. Without twp. hours of news reports; ~- ·.· :. , ·. · . ·.,. ... ·':, 
fl fudging)' the ·truth ·of· these:: indicated tnat the killer was a· ' 5. · The FBI s motive . was 

• .:_st,atements, they .. did. seem, short; ·sto~ky man i~ hi§_ late: ll gh. A Senate committee 
·.-substantial enough.to pursuel50s,.'.weanng a huntmg Jack~ umented that the F~I had: 

., ·d too· rta t.to · • , ,: ,.. . · · · ·1 King• under· electronic or -an 1mpo n 1gnora. - t."1..,,•J· .,,, .. ,·, ... "··.· .. , .. , ..... ~ ~ . . . 
. · •. . • ,~ ,, •· ·· .. : . '"·· • physical surveillance 24 · r===so on Aug. 10,.~I;• al ng \ Also:du:ing the intervie ' hours a day, with no fewer.:'. 

:E•~.h-_Dr. Alvin_T. ouss·ai! t •.. J· .a·t -~~ntione~ ~fa~e .. !~t than seve.n.agents, and som.e-. 
· '" ·· • ,g · · • .... , ""'-• --~~ •· ·. · · times as many as 25 from the 

· a sociat~,; prof~rof:'p~ i : .. ';my knowledge,~has- neye time he won the N~bel Peace 
c iatry .at the. Harvar~ _Me - 1 • ·surfaced ··.b~fore.- He·· clauns Prize·. in .1964 until. approxi- • 
cal .School; and Rev.:}ames that. ac::V,ill~am Barry, a _po- mately one hour before .the•· 
Lawson,_who was leading.the, llceman with. the _tacti_cal assassination, when they 
garbage workm ·strike and squad of the Memphis police, were pulled off.' "''"'; ;:~r•· 
invited King to-Memphis, met was;:in the ,firehouse when ·_. . . . ·: ' ·· ·1· 

·th Jam. es. Earl. Ray and h. is: th .. e s. hot ;warfired··. .. . 6. Sci .. entif1c .exammations WI · :· , .. ,. . bv. the FBI have not proven· 
attorney, ~kLane._. ·.:.··,., -· .. ~~ .. : 0

""\.:.: •'t·~;..-; f{:';J:::,u·: 1
;_'': .·~ .. , :t Jat the bullet in King•s"bodY 

WHY:\'.DCf 1 haveisu~~l !1i,RA"':',CLAIMS that B~~ .. ;,as.fired.from .. the;,rifle,Con_, loubt?: ... , , . .•••"""!:·. : , old hun,:.~hat·he .. ,was in_ z ti escene • .-. , ., , .... ,· 

·· 1; ·Th"e:'g-;;;e;,;'~e;t h~ ' co!!0~~tt~/:;'e~ .. ffi;\:~s I AM' ;OT ~igui~g: that · 
pent_ considerable_ ti ·. and escape in the white Mus- ames Earl Ray; did not kill, 

, ainting Ray -as e!11otionally • ;,..tang if that is what had oc- King. I am NOT passing judg-' ' 
unstable and a raost. with a · ed,. ,; , , ,. '.'°"'''' ·:· · .:. ·. ·• ment · on his guilt or innoc-. Ki · curr ..• , , . · .· .. ,. "·' .... ,, " . . .. , 
compulsion to kill ng, as ,~.~••'' _. .·· ... : , .. ,,, ;..~• ence.,But I am·arguing that 
evidenced by his ranting and ~:: .... , ._..,.. ~ .. -«,. ·· · Jnty '.we should not-be deceived 

. raving: when· he ·would· see ,-,: ·: 3· Ray,. daims · h~ g re into accepting a $2 hustler as 

m
ingJ on ·. television., It- h~ ,' Ilea wf as ehn_teretdt un Yer /ere~ a tradeoff for a· prophet. of 
nee been·· discovered · tha ' : ure ron:i is a_ o~e ' ~ infinite worth. ·. ' 

· · · · · orman who md1cated tha ' 
here were. _n.o tele:::~.:-~: :\. Ra. y's f~ther.(who had been I •· Ray•~ ~otive may_ be to get 
he area_ he ~asp ~ r fugitive from the law for 2 out of Jail. Ou. r motive oughij 

m the Missoun. ~ru e~ 1~· .· ' .. ,. : . .,.~, .. ,;" Eo be to find o~t the truth, 
· ·· · · nd the only way I know of 

o make that happen is to get 
ay ln court.· .. · ';-,: .... ,. 

, •.v~ .. , ~,_.,,,,r,•:,.-,J~- -_.~-;·,1"' 
.,. , . . ,! Universal Press Syndicate«•,, ,. ,, 

1-HQ-44-38861 
',f-MI-44-388 
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ness Angerec:I j', 
Ci 
<· I 

R I 
if 
\ · 
I 

r 
said Saturday he was "quite 
upset" abo,ut the attack on 
his character and reliability 

, as a witness before the House 
Assassinations Committee. 

Mark Lane, attorney for 

[
mes Earl Ray, made t~ 
arges against Eist at Fr , 

, y's hearing before a natio I 
television audience and cl , 

d an unidentified British 
barrister .as the source of his 
information about Eist. Lane 
said Eist was corrupt, that he 

took part in jewel robberies 
throughout England and that 
he invented oral confessions. 

Eist, who was assigned tq. 

(
ard Ray after he wa:s cap1 l 

. red in England in 1968, saiqV 
ay told him he had kille~j 
e, Rev. Martin Luther King, 
. ' . 

l-MI-44-388 

• 
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general .. alleges sliw,~ FBI ther. «: I• m?o,,flookecl" . 
and· polltiC'al· &etlou. duril).g · routine · hi.-.\1.Uve i;J>roce- · 
the civil rights DiQvement in dures, wJtat·'.eJN .. dld ltJ>v~-- '. 

.Alabama. look?, .. ···.·:,:,,.;·_·_ ... ··.·.·-'.-.· -·.' __ . 
·;-:--, .· . . / . . , 

, Pulitzer Prize winning A~THUR MURTA9ff.,<a !porter Les Payne has re- former-.PBI aaat ancl ·one.•• 
aled the stranp actions by · who_partlcipated.hitheinvep>;I 
emphis public safety direc• tigatlonr. llas· Indicated , tha · · 
r, Fran!( Holloman, in re• his superiors .,.. both in At• 1 I 
oving a black police officer lanta · and in Washlngto11; - . 

in charge of security for washed outleads- .uggesUng · 
King, Ed Redditt, Just two .a right-wing connection and 
hours before his assassina- never even looked for a con-
tion. Holloi;nan spent 25 years splracy. · · 
working for the ,FBI (eight When the memo surfaced 
years as inspector-in-charge from the St. Louis FBI bureau 
·of J. Edgar Hoover's personal m rejard to the Byel'I matter 
~ffi~) prior to his Memphis and the alleged_ $50,000 offer 
JOb. · -- . by two St •. Louis busln~n 

King -had been under con- -to Iqll King, Atty; ·oen. Grif­
stant electronic and physi~al fin Bell said. that there may 
surveillance from the time ~e be other such memos yet un• 

,~eceived the Nobel Peace discovered with pasi FBI l Prize in ,1964 u~tjl approx_i• positions _stating conclusively 
JI mately one hour before his that there was no COD$. piracy .·. 
J d~ath by as many as 25 and-. and the FBI played ng role in · 
. never fewer. than . seven King's death~ How can one·. 
, agents. ·According · to Mem- draw conclQ.lons with cer.:. 

phis newspiper sources, the talnty and yet'say ill the evi• , 
FBI took over the ~:vestfga- dence may not be bl? , , ... · 
tion within one hour after the . If we knew,u much-~~ 
assassination and refused to another orpnlzation (e.g. the 
talk to anyone. .· . . Minutemen) as· we .·tnow 

3. The FBI Is implicated' about the FBI .. fn relation to 
because of actions not taken , King, ii would be dlfficlllt, · 
by thent. Their lnyestigation even irresistible, for reasona~ 

~
eked thoroughness. I was ble people 'NOT to conclude 
anding in.the parking _lot that the FBI _was inyolv. ed. 
low the balcony talkmg We know It engaged Iii char•_ 
ith King wi.en the shot was acter assa8Sinatlon •. It is the . 

fired, yet the FBI has neyer task of the HSC::A to establish . · 
interviewed me. Interviewmg whether1Jie FBI went furtber- ; 
eyewitnesses is normally a . and engaged . In· pbystcaJ · • 
routine matter. Rev. Ralph sa88.lnation.; And it is'in,. th 
Abernathy, who was also national interest 'that W 1 

present, has said that he his .. kdOw·the answer., . · 
never ,been interviewed el• ' ' Universal Press Svndlcilta ' ' 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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~ By JESSEL. JACKSON 
~. . , t:J'HE 1-IOUSE Select Com­

Ji nni,e on Assassinations 
i i,t.(\), · through its public 
l . nrings, circumstantially 
~Qj).Vfnced us that James Earl 
!Sy was the•actual assassin 
of! the Rev. Martin Luther 
Kt)lg Jr. Too many of us, 
)l<JWever, are willing to settle 
foj- the. "one crazy m. ail" ,· 
t~ory in King's death.'. / 
~unting evidence continues 
to;I)oint to a conspitacy, and, 
ci~cumstantial evidenc.e sug- •cs' ·se L.· 'AC.KSON 
&811~- that the governmept ,,._ ., 
itielf·,. especially the FBI, •,is . , ," . 1. ... ... : 

d~ply impli~ated. · · , King's -death because of ac~ 

~

, ' · tions taken by it. J-_Ioover 
. t.:What. suggests the FaI·was_, didn't just have. ce~in feel­
. i'olved? 1. The FB}A1ad ~ · ings and attitudes or say 
j (eatest motive. Ro9ver's things,and write memos_. He 
personal hatred of b\a&s, but also_ acted on t)lose feelings. 
especially l'fng. · is well- His documented illegal activi•. 
,known and publicly docu- ties are even greater than the 
minted. Others, in authority contempt for the· law dis­
aCth~ ~ and many in the played by former President 
ranks share. his views, took Richard Nixon.· 
his lead and carried out his 
wishes with great zeal. 

politicians, unions- and finait .. ' 
cia1 · supporters. The FBI at• 
tempted to . manipulate . the.· 
press by leaking allegem 
damaging ·informati9n abo,1 
King,: cultivated reporte . 
writing negative ·articl 
about aim· andc·attempted 
prevent pd'sitive articles: 
about.. him (and otbers by 
him) ~rom appearing: 

When King received"· the 
Nobel Peace Prize~ the FBI 
tried to both sabotage. recep­
tions given by forelgn heads 
ot state and undermht~ p. 
huge banquet and special 
"day" held in his litmor. ru: 
attempted to use. • .. Cardi~.~ 

, Spellman to prevent Kin 
from .. having an audi!ln 
with the ·pope .. The FBI 
sought to influence universi­
ties to withhold honorary 
degrees from Kin'g. It also 
attempted to use the Internal 
Revenue Service against ltim. 
and his ' organization. Thef 
even sought to destroy King's 
marriage. THE FBI USED the same 

and similar surveillance · and 
~. The background of James disruptive techniques against· 
~l Ray,. a professional-sub- ·King that it used againl!t So- Even two years after 
cglture criminal, tends to lead . viet agents .. '.l'he -. FBI spent· King's death, Hoover and the . 

, ~e to believe that he would more of.the taxpayers' mon• ·. FBI continued to attempt to · 
·40 anything for money, rath- ~y·.viobiting the constitutional smear and discredit his ac­
,er than engaging in criminal rights of King than It did any compllshme!lts, honors, char• 
atllvity for a cause - racial other Am~rican citizen in the acter and mtejnty, ~d to !·;•~·Ideological.Hoo. ver, on. the ·history of this country. . · un. dermine Mrs~ .. ·Kings .ef• 

· ·· · · · · · · · · · f rts to perpetuate hisJegai ~r ~and, wrote11mem_os Wiretaps were .placed in ° • . ., . . 
re~thig ,the ·FBI to disn,q,*, his home aild 'offices and i!l I THE AM'.ERIC,.N . Ci 

. pct~dit or otherwise d~,; the h.<>mes and office~ of asso- . Liberties Union revealed F · 
;-!~0~; .1118 black ~ovement elates and .friends, as well as and rlght~wtng polltl~ c , 
·: .~~ to,. neut.rall~ bJack Jead· . hi . hotel and : motel rooms,, . ·luslon which resu.lted ln,· vio•: 
.. ;e.rsJi.lp ,and. pr,iv .. ~~.-the.·ri•e ..... ,of · w. hi.le he tr~v~e. d. A .. ttem..·pt s Jenee .. again .. .i ... ~e "Freedo.'!11 
J~;~la.~k m,,~~ti. . . . , . . . were ,made by the ~I.19-~is• , . R.fders" of .the _1960s, an(! lhe 
;.-<-2, ,T1-e;.FB~ Is implicated .fn· credit •him ;wtth ·chµrche~, present A~bama ,.a.,ttorn~r, 
·<fl•:,·· .. / ~;. , ~- . •·: . -· 

'3ClltftC.S ~. ~ - ~'°l-'381 
po\ ""t,.\t., ~'-\- 3 '\ 

'3 ,-c.~ f.o..r\ "-\ - ~ I -11 ?.(,. 
,, - 15"1-H'L~-s-pb 

:SQ."'&~ t,v-\ °tA- - '\"\-35t - a MI ONLY 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

A-21 
MILWAUKEE JOURNAL 
MILWAUKEE, WI. 

Date: 9 /11/7 8 
Edition: LATEST 

Title: 

Character: 

or 

Classification: 

Submitting Office: 

SEP 13 1978 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Common-''tause, a private 
watchdog group, said a study 

. shows that the NEA, the Iarg-, 
est teacher organization with 
1,750,000 members, contribu~ · 
ted $620,556 to the 1974 and 
1976 campaigns of 237 cur• 
rent members of the House . 

.., a dh 

Common Cause said a top · 
legislative priority of the 
NEA, the Department of Edu­
cation Organization Act, · is· 
expected to be considered 
soon on the House floor~-.. ) . ,-

The bill would establish a 
cabinet level Department of 
Education that apparently 
would be more favorable to 
teachers' programs than .is 
the current Health, Education 
and Welfare Departm~nt. 

. An. NEA spokesm~n said 
there was "nothing· .at all" 
wrong with Its contributions; 
"Our membership has .. sup~ 
ported candidates basically 
friendly to NEA, and mimey 
has been based upon lhe fact 
they supported NEA issues,'' 
he said. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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lot in King.Sl 4 11 j 0 aying 
From Sentinel Wire Services 

"Washington, D.C. - A 
Member of the House Assas-
sinations Committee said 
Sunday there is evidence that 
if, confirmed would show 
.there was a conspiracy to kill 
the Rev. Martin Luther King 

'Rep. Richardson Preyer 
(D-N.C.), chairman of the 
panel's subcommittee on the 
John F. Kennedy assassina-
tion, made the statement on. 
he CBS program "Face the 

is 

• FPreyer, a former judge, 
'as asked whether it would 
be possible to prove a con-
spiracy existed without the 
cooperation of James, Earl 
Ray, who pleaded guilty to 
murdering the civil rights 
leader. 

Preyer, noting the deaths 
of witnesses since the 1968 
killing, replied: "It's going to 
be difficult to prove. It may 
be that we can only prove an 
association rather than a 
convictable conspiracy with-
out Mr. Ray's help." 

"1 have to say, Judge Prey-
er," responded one question-
er, "that your choice of 
words in that answer makes 
me think that you believe 
there was a conspiracy." 

"Well," Preyer said, "I'll 
have to take refuge behind 
our committee's rules and say 
that I don't want to make a 
statement on that. I think it's 

' fair to say this, there is evi-
deñce which. if it checks out 

* * * ******** ***** 

Washington 
* Digest * 

* 
**************** 
to be credible, would show a 
conspiracy in that case." 

On the Kennedy assassina-
tion, Preyer conceded that 
many questions will remain 
unanswered when the com-
mittee's work is through. 
Some  will never be an-
swered, he said. 

Preyer maintained that the 
-committee's investigation 
will at least put to rest the 
complaint that the assassina-
tion was never thoroughly 
explored. 

In other Washingtondevel-
opments: 

CORE: The executive di-
rector of the Congress of 
Racial Equality says critics 
who are trying to oust him' 
are traitors and says he 
doesn't mind his foes compar-. 
ing him to Ugandan dictato 
Idi Amin.. ' 

Roy Innis, who has direct 
ed CORE since 1968, saia' 
Amin "is a very dynamic 
leader." 

Critics of Innis said he has 
turned the organization into a 
"black Mafia." James Farm-
er, founder and former direc-
tor of CORE, is leading the 
movement to oust Innis, call-
ing Innis an American Idi,, 
Amin. 

Appearing on the syndicat-, 

ed television program, "A-
merica's Black Forum," Innis 
said he did not resent the ref-
erence. 

"Idi Amin is a very dynam-
ic leader," said Innis. "I may 
have many differences with 
him in policy and style of 
operation, but he has done 
some important things." 

Innis said he is the first 
black man in the Western 
Hemisphere to be invited by 
Amin to be a delegate at a1 
meeting of the Organizatior 

African Unity. 

,. Farmer, appearing on, th' 
I,Of 

same program a week agt 11 
said he and, his CORE sup-
porters will hold a conven-
tion to vote out Innis. But 
Innis said a convention held 
inNew Jersey gave him a 
vote of confidence. 

NEA: The National Educa-
tion Association "has blan-
keted the House of Repre-
sentatives with campaign 
contributions," Common 
Cause Vice President Fred 
Wertheimer said.  
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Knoxville, Tenn. - UP! - James Earl Ray, serving afl 9 
year prison term for the asst(ssination of the Rev. Martin 
ther King Jr., will be married to a free lance artist within tVo 
weeks in a prison ceremony, a news-
paper reported Tuesday. 

Ray and Anna Sandhu, a 32 year 
old Knoxville courtroom artist, first 
saw each other during a June, 1977, 
hearing on escape charges against 
Ray, the Knoxville Journal said in a 
copyrighted story. 

Miss Sandhu said she first spoke 
Ray, 0, last fall while he was bein 
interiewed by reporters. 

"I'i marrying him because Ijo 
him atd because I know he's it a 
'murderer," Miss Sandhu said. 

Stoney Lane, warden at the 
Brushy Mountain Penitentiary near 
Petrs, said Tuesday that Ray had ANNA SANDHU 
told him nothing about the story. 

Lane added: "He'd be right back in his cell after it's over. 
There would be no honeymoon." 

MI ONLY SEA 
SER 
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A r'Nst Wed" 
In Prison Rites', 
Petros, Tenn. - AP - A trembling James Earl Ray mar-

ried a nervous Anna Sandhu on Friday behind prison walls 
where he is serving a 99 year sentence for murdering the Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

Ray, a bachelor, and his bride, a 31 year old divorcee and 
free lance courtroom artist, were married during a brief cere-
mony by the Rev. James Lawson. Lawson is a former King 
associate who invited the civil rights 

i. leader to Memphis where he was 
I slain 10 years ago. 

Reporters and photographers were 
barred from the 30 minute ceremo-
ny, which was attended by only a 
fEw friends and relatives. However, 
thwson later played a tape of the 
piceedings at Brushy Mouitain 
Stite Prison. 

"This signifies that the ) st of 
your lives is yet to be, the past is 
behind you," Lawson told the couple. 
"The reason I am here is because I 
see it as a sign of grace." 

Smiling nervously, the blonde bride, wearing an offwhite 
It pleated skirt and matching crocheted blouse, told reporters 
after the ceremony that it was the happiest day of her life. 

"I know we have a lot of adversity 
ahead of us," she said, occasionally 
wiping tears from her eyes. "But 
we're ready to face it." 

The couple had a short reception 
with a cake baked by Ray's celimate. 
They spent 10 minutes separated 
from their guests, but were watched 
closely by four guards. Tennessee 
law does not permit conjugal visits. 

The new Mrs. Ray left for her 
Kroxville home after the wedding. 
Ri was returned to his cell. 

A7arden Stoney Lane said mem 
bs of the party were searched to 
make sure they did not take cameras 

ii inside. * 

ANNA SANDHU 

JAMES EARL RAY 
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Abernathy· 
t_r Seek Ne,­
Jilay 'Jrial .. J 

Petros, Tenn. -AP- The 
Rev. Ralph David.Abernathy, 
convinced that a i;:onspiracy" 
was behind the slaying of the 
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., 

, says he will work for a new 
trial for the man convicted as 
the civil rights leader's lone 

: assassin. 
Abernathy, who met and , 

questioned convicted assassin 

Ralph David Abernathy 

James Earl Ray for five hours 
Tuesday, said he would form 
a national committee of cler­
gymen and civil rights lead­
ers to investigate King's 
death. -~,. 

"I am thoroughly co · red that James Earl 
: not do this alone, if : 
I s involved with it at all," 

rnathy said. "I really do 
· not feel, after my discussion, 
that he knew he was cooper-

: ating in• conspiracy." · 
It was the first meeting 

between Ab~rnathy, who 
succeeded King as head of the 
Souther'n Christian Leader­
ship Conference, and Ray, 
whQ pleaded guilty to King's 
shooting death In 1969, but 
has since said the plea was 
coerced by officials, the FBI 
and his former attorney. 
. In August, the' Re\r. Jesse 

[~
. /a~~8;?;,.~J1.·t::at~! 1·1· . .. · 
easonable doubt that 

· • ad killed King. He ~d e 
was convinced .that If : 
did, he did n()t·act alo~e. · . 
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bernat, · v ·savs1 
ay No lotter · •· 

Petros, Tenn .... AP - The 
Rev. Ralph Abernathy visited 
James Earl Ray .Tuesday and 
said that while' he believed 
there was a conspiracy ·to 
murder Martin Luther King 
Jr:, Ray had no conscious role 
in any assassination plot. 

.1 Abernathy refflsed to spec­
ify what the questions or the· 
answers were, but he said .be· 
believed· new evidence .that 
Ray's attorney, Mark Lane,ts 
said to have uncovered would 
fesult in a new trial. 

After Ray's marriage last Abernathy, who succeeded Friday to a Knoxville artist, 
:Kin, ~s head of th~ Southem Lane said he had uncov:ered 
,Cbnstian Leadership Confer- evidence in the past two 
ence, <:ame to Brushy Moun-ij k Ii k·' Ki • I '" tain Penitentiary to meet ,I wee s · n i~g ng S ·Sa.,,~ 
-with Ray for the first time. i ,to. an ~rgan1zed group. ~e 

· · . said high government • f 
I am thoroughly con- • dais had helped keep. the . : 
ced that James Earl Ray formation secret. . · 
not do this alone, if he . . 
involved With it at all," Lane refused agai!l Tues-

Abernathy said. "I really do day to name the group but 
not feel, after my discussion said he no.w knows 1· .e 
today, that be knew he was , names of three individ , 
cooperating ln a conspir. acy." ~• wo ~ye and one. dead,_ o 

Abeoiathy said Ray's an- . c1pated .in, the alle . d 
swers to about 2oo·questions lot.. . · · , , I asked Tuesday "convince 

e more than ever thati· 
u a conspiracy · that to ·1 
e life of Dr. Martin Luth I 

ng Jr. and that James E 
1 

• 

Ray should get a Dl;lW trial.' , 
Ray, now .so, pleaded 

guilty to killing King in 1868 
In · exchange .for a . 99 year 
prison sentence .rather than 
the death pellalty. He' lam· 
· . . reed into making the_ pl · ;

anted, saying he w .. 

' b , Memphis authorltieJ, · 
F , and his· lawyer at th 

·tj e;Perc::y For~man~ .. 
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· l.j'I ohn Ra}{, brother 8 
} ames Earl Ray, convi . 
· d assassin of ·Mar . 
Luther King Jr., was ar­
rested Tuesday in St.. 
Louis, police said.· Ray, 
45, was booked for suspi­
cion of burglary and as­
sault with intent to kill. In 
another development, the 
House-Assassinations 
c;ommittee sought a co~­

·~• lrder to question Jo 1 

·.qay about a possible fa I • 

y conspiracy to kill Ki 
in 1968. -AP 
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~l{ing .. Probe < ~c:r:e!;!::tl:!~1:.>~
1
, 

, .. ,.[·h· -·· ... · · h. 1.1. . sms in a 10s pagi! com.· ...• 

I.· i, . Qtoug ' 'I:: ! s~~~~~/~t~ t!!/ \ 
·.' '""Ia· .r. k Says t ~~~a,tiv~ too.ls at its ,d ·, t.' · \..., . · • · · il:i.that' might have uncov-~ 
, · ered a conspiracy to kill King 
t AP and UPI - if one in fact existed. 
t Washington, D.C . ...... For- The committee has indicat-
"1ller Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark ed that it has uncovered new 
fsays a "quality of racism" irr signs of a conspiracy In, 
hhe:late FBI Director J. Edgar King's murder in Memphis, 
:Hoqver's attitude toward the Tenn., on April 4, 1968. . . . , 
1R;ev: _MartinLuther King Jr. 1 _ Thi~ _has centeredon •~ .. 
,did not stop the bureau from · · possib1hty that one or both, of·. 
~arrying ·out a vigorous and t)le two brothers of ·'Jame~ 
,thorough . investigation into Earl Ray, who is serving ~: 
,King's assassination in April, life sentence as King's.· S()le ··, 
;1968. · , , assassin, might have been 
t Clark testified Tuesday I part of "a Ray family con• 
!that he kept the Justice De- slacy." 
lpartment from taking an ac- , · , lark testified that he I 
tive role in the investigation \ n ' vidence at the time of t,. · .. 
bf the assassination because , or',', Ina! investigation th ~ 
:he feared worsening relationt . w Id indicate a conspira ,y 
'.with Hoover. . i by the Ray brothers. He d' 
1r But he told the. House As- : he had seen no reason since· 
!s. 11.!ssinations Committee that,. then to change his mind.. . . ·, 
~-i en .11 <iecade after the Kinf" John Larry Ray, one of the 'i 

j ' sa. ssination, nothing cause~· brothers, was arrested .c;,. n , 
I), m to believe that a lt'lor assault and burglary charges • 
r ' , : Monday in St. Louis. Federal 1 

· authorities were expected. to 
bring him to Washington to 
testify. 

The other brother, Jerry 
Ray, said in Marietta, Ga., 

, Tuesday that there was no. 
conspiracy to kill King. 

Publicly Cordial 
The committee was look-

i n. g .into suggestion. s tha~t-. 
·I.· I James Earl Ray might hav 

I Jir,rderea King to collect · • I ~i ported $50,000 reward. 

\ Clark, candidly discussed: Ramsey Clark . 
thorough investigation would 
have .. resulted from the day to 
day participation of Justicl!. ,, 

I his differences , with Hoover; .. 
I. saying that. whl',e the· twit 
' were publicly cordl4f• they,. , 

Department attorneys. · .. · , t"And it probably WO~.· 

were pro{oundly at odds over 
major polfcy 1•~ue$, . 

ve been worse in terms· A.lso;.,:~~k ~ai4, "l)~tnl<:_ 
ready strained relatio11 ·

1
•: he und~ood JftY--~et~r 

said, referring to his. wfd , , whatever his PIISt..achieVe•,. 
publicized differences with ' · ments, ll:!(had stay'ecf c;>n ·t~f 

Hoover. · job too long.". · · '.. :, · < 

· :-f~:cr\~~hi~t:i~~~r~;:_ 
. e might have been cafrtl· ·· 
· . er into an ''illegal !llld' u ', 

nstitutional'' ·FBI ·catnpai •· 
. to discredit King. · 
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~?mmitt~e End(, ~ni·•· ·. Pr()b~ 
finds NoliProof of ; · . o~spiract 

AP and UPI . A final report will cover, denied any involvement if 
Washington, B.C.·- .Afttir the King assassination and:: asked: .. 

a two year in.ve~tigation, the the shooting of President .At the time of the King 
House AssassiiiatJons .Com- John F. Kennedy, whose slay-;, killing, John Ray managed 
mittee· found ~trong sugges• ing was also investigated by .. · the Grapevine, a St: Louis bar 
tions of a conspiracy in the the committee. The report is · that cbthmittee investigators 
death of civil rights leader expected next year. : say ·was frequented. by two 
Martin Luther King· Jr:;. but.· . Committee counsel G. right-Wing St. Loui.s busi­
no clear, pr<>of anyone otli'er,: Robert Blakl!y has said it is , n_ess:men, now deeeased, who 
than. James Earl Ray was likely that one or both of circulated an offer of $50,0~0 
involved. James Earl Ray's brothers · for anyone who· would kill· 

The panel compteted a John and Jerry, played som~ the civil rights le_ader. 
month O.f' public heatings ort part in planning or carrying , Jolth Ray said he. }\ev~r 
the assassination Friday and out King's assassination on .. , hearo.any such discussions m I. Louis Stokes (D-Ohio), ~prH 4, 1968, at a Memphis: the b~r. . ·· · .. 
c mittee chairman, said he wtel. . ,At t>ne point, a committee 
b eved the. inquiry found James Earl Ray is serving a ~ttor!t .. ey quote¢'. ei.e~pts 
' e outline of a conspiracy." 9 year prison term for the fr?m ·a letter Jo~n Ray~· ~s 
B ht Sii.i!i, '..Tm n.ot su~~.we. , ,a:it,assinafien:~·Jie pleaded said. ~.o hav~ w~tt~q.~ • e,r. 
proved conclusively that. guilty to the kilring in 1969, , Uh~ Bra~forjl .Hiue1 1 

.n~ 
there was a conspiracy;" but recanted in a confession clud1...hg this comm · t: 

Final Report shortly thereafter and now i "Whars all the _excitem~nt 
The next ·step calls for claims he was an unwitting . about, . He only killed a n1g-

committee memb_er.s to reach participant in a'conspiracy ger. Rmg should have been 
. . . . · kitJe(\•10 years ago." · 

~eta1l~d :oncl~s1ons . on the . . !he comn:1ttee spent time A.sked whether he still felt 
mvest1gat1on m:. which· th:..:~Fnday as¼,,t"K Joh~ R~y I that .way, Ray repiiid, .. l'd 
staf~ of 31 attom_eys an~,Jn ... :ab~ut bank , rqbbenes _ 1!1 say no .... 1 was•Jiving in a 
vest1gators co~ducted. 2,~87 ,. which. he . allegedly pah1c1- racial neighborhood .•.. 1 got 
workdays ~ak1~ _ _g 5?2 trips . ~ted b~t n-e!er asked him drunk. It's possible r made ll. 874 locations 1~. th1s·c· o~.n~-- directl_Y 1f_he·n_ad a role in t~g .• that statement." , · 
ti a~d ab~oad, ,con~uctm .. assassmat10n. , f . Ray was in the custody of 

. 86 mterv1ews, ISS~mg ·~60l w Id D It n . us marshals after' his air. t s · penas- and grantmg 1m-. ou eny . . : · • : 
munity to 72 witnesses. Esti- · Ray's _lawyer, James .. Mon~~y m St. Loµ1s on t • -. 
mated cost so.far- $5 million. Lesar, said Ray would have . pLassm_g la~d adssaJulht c~~r • s. 

. · : . ··. asar- c a1me o n . . .· n-
. dered ··into a house ,by · ·s-

. take:'. 
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,, 
P1anelfails I 
ishowPlot · 
In King Death 

. f 

Washington, D.C. -AP-
The House Assassinations 
Committee completed its 
public inquiry 'intt> the death 
of the Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Friday without ex­
posing a clear conspiracy in 
the assassination of the civil 
rights leader. 

"The evidence tends to 
paint the outlines of a con­
spiracy," Rep. Louis Stokes 
(D-Ohio), the committee's 
chairman, said at the. end of 
the final public hear[ng. But 
he added itr an interview: 
·"l'inot sure, given the pas­
sag of time, that we prov~ 
con usively that there was 
con iracy." 

King was killed in Me 1 

phis, Tenn., on April 1, 1968. 
James Earl Ray pleaded 
guilty to the assassination a 
year later but later recanted 
his confession and said he 
was framed. 

While not reaching any 
final conclusions about its 
two year inquiry, the com­
mittee has said the evidence 
points to some involvement 
by Ray's brothers, Jerry and 
John. But they denied. any 
involvement. 

John Ray denied Friday 
playing any role in a bank 
robbery the committee be• 
lieves financed the flight. 'of 
J,~es Earl Ray after tht_ · . s · ination; _ . 

,'. he committee has sal , 11_ 
-th ' e Ray brothers pro ly 
robbed a bank in Alton, Ill., 
of $27,000 on July 13, 1967. 

• 
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Wa$11~gtQ~ Poit~ef~: · ':. 
.. Washington~ : D.c.~·- The .. 

Hciuse -~ A~assiriations Com~ 
. mittee · wlUjJ!.no~.11!fits vet~ 
diets on .the,murder1tQ.()?re5!- . 
dent John F: I(ennec}y a,nd tlie 

• Rev. Martin Luthet King Jr,; 
on Jan. 3, the day its congres- . 
sio~al m~~~~te.".'.expire-s,:1 

Chamnan-Louis 'Stokes (D, : 
Ohio) said ·Friday.· The evi~ •. Ince wUI,11ot b~,made publ~:: 

til later; how~er, · • • 
'The ·awk.wird·:sequenc .. , 
as prompte. 1,t by· a startlin ·l 

· last minute atoustica1 study 
for the committee,.leaked'by 
one of the rommitt'ee mem- ·. 
bers, that P91.nted to a con- : 
spiracy behind'the Kennedy· 
assassination. . .. 

. ;I'he committee's experts . 
said a Dallas.· police tape 
recording --Of the noises in 
Dealey Plaza wneri Kennedy 
was killed picked up a fourth 
shot, fired from the area of . 

·:,h~. :7f ~_1~ttt::rn_ 
· ld a public ·hearing on. thU 
, w evidence· next Friday- : · 
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The Memory and the Dream 
As America notes ori Monday what would have 

'been the 50th birthday of the Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr., there may be a tendency to think of might­
have-beens. The pull of that idea should be resisted. 

True, there is the memory of the terrible April day 
when Evil and Hatred muttered, as had Joseph's 
brothers of old: "Behold this dreamer cometh. Come 
now therefore, and let us slay him ... and we shaU 
see what shall become of his dreams." 

However, to linger on that moment or on the 
promise thwarted by the assassin's bullet would be 
to give victory to the notion that to murder a man is 
to kill a dream. That idea, as Adlai Stevenson said, is 
a common heresy whose grave is to be found all over 

_the world. Let us remember life, not death, and re­
call the ideals to which King's life was commiW:a. · 

1 
We will honor King's memory and his dream if we 

recall his unshakable conviction that peace - a11:10ng 
m tions and within nations - requires not just the 
ab"sence of conflict but the presence of justice. 

We will honor King's memory and his dream if we 
remember that there are millions of our people 
whose quest for what he termed "somebodiness" is. 
barred by stubborn poverty and prejudice. 

And we will honor King's memory and his dream 
When whites and blacks turn from the polarizations 
·of race and find the common sense to affirm their I ·con:imon interests, their common citizenship and 

\ :their common humanity. 
1 Of course, it can be argued that these attitudes 

are vis(o~ary. And so they undeniably· are. They 
were v1s10nary when King proclaimed them with ' 
;such torce and eloquence. Then, they had a grip on 
the_ mrnds and hearts of a nation. Now, years of ,;isil­
lus10nment and doubt have diminished their appEal. 

But the dreams are merely diminished, not de­
stroyed. They cannot be destroyed so long as tliose 
who were to~ched and moved by them renew their 
resolve to keep the faith and to gain the mountain-

,_ top. 
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.
cf·. o'br' _rKte.·,·1,·"n•.' e.g .. ··. all_··,.,.' . j S)'lbbell all I ,· ' rtant ' f: 'if'" .. ,,, ', a l:irti" ldt 

. ·'·.I The ho1'm';, rs ;:b~licll,llf .. ·1··.~.· 'V ."'·l\,t:t,,:,i, .. "~.r.o, \~.·.·.··•·n·",,···.·~~i-.·.· ' .. ·.M·:.irnst.· :·. ,·· 1: importartt to Attierlca'! the. 11.frll~~' '(If ~v_t ~\.J:ir 
blacks, especially hi the husbl!,itd .ftiugbt-.a,;:po~, 
. South, where Confederate raclsm,ati4 wat.,n . -, 

'~·ol'1•.d~· y. . . heroes such as Jefferson Da- Carter protn1se4aurltig,bl$ 
vis and Robert E. Lee · are speech ~t the chm:ch t<>Jight' 
commemorated by state holi- .for new fµnds for ,a host of· 

· NewYork11mei,tJl'i,AP days. King's birthday is al- ·social welfare progr:ams and 
Atlanta, Ga. - President.. ready an . unofficial and said be would unveil tlie de~ .. 

Carter, promising that his school holiday in a dozen tails )n the budget he-wlll 
administration would remain states ani,!he District of Co- present next week"! . 1 • 

true to the goals of the Rev. lumbla. - Meanwhile outside, 
Martin Luther King Jr., [Wisconsin has a statute hundreds of chanting {ranlali 
called on Congress Sunday to. . that makes King's birthday a students marched across the 
designate the slain civil rights special observance day in street from the church, and 
leader's birthday a national pu!>llc schools. In Michigan, the Atlanta chapter of. the 
holiday. all state offices were closed Southern Christian Leader•. , 

In a 35 minute speech from Monday as the state observed ship Conference, founded by 
the pulpit of. Ebenezer Baptist its first Martin Luther King King, also held a prot! 
Church here, Carter told a Day.] · march against domes · 
largely black audience cele- Carter, accompanied by his budget cuts and milit , 

I .brating the 50th anniversary wife, Rosalynn, and daugh- spending Increases; 
of King's birth: . ter, Amy, flew here from : Earlier, In an lntervie 

"I hope that In this annl• Dashington to attend the : with a group of black jour-
versary year I will.be able to ng ceremonies and to re- lnalists, Carter said he would 
sign a bill proclaiming Jan. ve the Martin Luther King \ like to nominate blacks for 
15 as a national holiday iii jud;hlps throughout the 
honor of Dr. King's principles i Jrm· NOnvlolefit feace Pri. ze -natl but indicated he was 

•and accompllshments.0 , fr the K;ifig Center for~o- faci difficulties gettl 
It was the first time he had I ci Change. ., sena rs from several No i 

called publicly for a full na• I art.er said of ~Ing, •.• ad I ern sates to submit sugg . 
tional holiday in honor of ! h · Oto- lived; had his voice ot tions for woman and mino 
King. As governor o~G ir• I been . heard, had he not · e- ty judges 
gia, carter avoided the se i• ;' vailed, it would be an llm~ar- · ---=--
tive issue by characte · it I rassment for the, 1Jmted 
as a federal matter. · , I States today to. mention the 

Political Edge words_ 'human ~ghts' in in­
ternational councils." 

'.l'he question took on a po-!, Ironically, Carter, a Geor­
Utical edge lo'riday when Sen. , gla politician while Kiiig was 
Edward M. Kennedy (D· . the state's most widely 
Mass.) appeared_ at an earlier known black citizen, never 
event in the -SIX dar com- met King, who was assassl• 
memoratlon ceremonies and nated on April 41 1968, in 
promised to do all he coUld to Memphis Tenn. 
persuade Congress to declare ' ) 1 

the holiday this year. "I Know His Heart"~ · 
King's relatives and fol- . ~e Rev. Martin Lu er . 

lowers had hoped that the \ Ki Sr., who was pasto ()f 
grand scale of the observance · th Ebenezer church fo 44 
here would embarrass the , ye s, took .the pulpit during 
white dominated state Legis- : th ceremonies and said of 
lature into declaring King's !. Carter: blhday, Jan. 15, a state hoi ! "I'm honored and happy 
d , . - . , .'. and privileged to be on the 

, ut they received a cri . ,same stage with the greatest 
.. •" recently when the · i president iri the world .... I 
a ed Thomas Murphy, know him close up, I know 
speaker of the Georgia · his heart." 
l:{ouse, whether his col- Coretta Scott King, the 
leagues could be persuaded to slain dvil rights leader's 
pass the legislation. . 

One- black leader grinned · 
with satisfaction Sunday- at ; 
the president's proposal and · 
described it as an "end run" 
around the Legislature. 
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· ByLES PAYNE . with it. In "Operation Solo," the bu! ' 

\ 
·F .- . l reau had mana~ed to infiltrate !wq . . . 

: OURTEEN_ YEARS A~O this ,1 ~rothers, Moms and Jack Childs; social role has been to repress al\ 
month, Martin Luther Kmg Jr. · mto the upper reaches of the party , perceived threats to the dominant' 
walked out onto the b~lcony of his "Over the years Morris C~lds trav-1 status quo-oriented society. Thus the 
motel and extended his left hand eled all over the world, Garrow FBI Is not "a deviant institution in 
toward the railing. He Is reaching for writes. "In these travels he served as American society but actually a · 
that railing yet. the concealed representative of most representau've and faithful 

Much about the circumstances of American party leader Gus Hall. one." 
· King's assassination has been ob- • ·Prom Hall, Morris and Jack learned Near the end on the Vietnam Is­
: scured, chief!)'. by the FBI, whic~ ~ad virtually !verything oc~urring ~!thin sue, the stat~s 'quo-oriented society 
; no small role m tormenting this man the Amencan Commurust Party. · made King an enemy of the people. It 
, of peace in life, and in slandering his The operation never supported would have been no great leap for 

memo:Y as he lay decomposing in ~e charges that King was under commu~ • someone to conclude that eliminating 
cold disturbed ground of Atlanta. nlst Influence. , King would be a patriotic public 

Any enlightened ~ude~t of history But instead of calling off the lservice. The stage was set . 
. knows that a states pohce agencies search for the communist conspiracy, And on April 4 Martin Luther I torment leaders of the oppressed not the FBI, in January 1964, redirected King walked out o~to that balcony 
• for personal reasons, but because and expanded its investigation of . a. nd reached for that railing. l 

they dare challenge the oppressive King, in Garrow's phase two. Here , . 
system of the dominant society. the FBI's intent, disclosed In its bliz- I' Les Payne .01 Newsday writes 

zard of memoranda was to commentary distributed by The Los 
Still no real answer "discredit," "neutr;lize," or '~Angeles T!mes. , .. , 

For years, the ·FBI managed to hide "expose" and finally to destroy King 1 · 

the full extent of its pursuit of King as an authentic black leader. r 1 

· because of its friends In the media Saw way to discredit I! 
and its ability to control government Ii. 
investigations of the matter. Despite Having discovered that King took 1, 

bureau pressure, the 1978 US House pleasures outside his marriage, the" 
Assassinations Committee concluded bureau saw In his personal life a way 
that King's death was likely the re- to discredit him. William Sullivan, a 
suit of a conspiracy. James Earl Ray puritanical New Englander who 
is serving a 99-year prison sentence headed the FBI's domestic intelli­
as the lone assassin. gence division, pursued this assign-

Scores of books have been written ment fanatically while portraying 
about the King case, but only recent- himself to reporters and others as 
ly has one brought to bear the weight essentially an open-minded liberal. I of disinterested, lntelllgent inquiry Sullivan and Hoover harassed and 
and analysis. David J. Garrow's "The attempted to Intimidate King, his 
FBI and Martin Luther King Jr." is a famll:,.. and those around him. They 
book well-documented and tightly photographed him In compromising 
ana)ytlcal. Garrow, who holds a positions, recorded Intimate conver-i 
Ph.'D. from Duke and teaches history sations, malled scurrilous letters and 1 
at fhe University of North Carolina, tapes to his wife and even wrote \ 
sets out to explain why the bureau King a blackmail letter suggesting i 

pur~ued King so steadfastly until his that he commit suicide . 
. assassination In 1968. He postulates Phase three against King was 
· that the seven-year investigation of strictly political, according to _Gar­

Klng went through three distinct row. In February 1967, King spoke 
: phases. out against US involvement in Viet­
. The first phase, Garrow submits, nam. President Johnson and much of 

was initiated after an informant who the media Joined the FBI In attacking 
had infiltrated the American Commu- King on this one. 
nist Party said that King's confidant,· The Washington Post called King's 

. Stanley Levison, had been active in criticism of the war e(fort "sheer 
th~ party In the 1950s. In a well-re- inventions of unsupported fantasy." 
searched chapter, Garrow details The Post sentenced King to 
steP.S leading up to the bureau going "diminished usefulness to his cause, I I full-throttle on the Investigation. to his country and to his people." . 

· ·• The FBI knew the domestic Com- The FBI's subterranean battle 
; mun.1st Party well enough to know against King now went public. · 

that King had no direct connection As Garrow points out, the bureau's .... 

FBI/COJ 

\. 
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