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FBI

Date: 5/17/68
Transmit the following in PLAIN'I;BXT l -
ype in plaintext or code

TELETYPE El{'l‘

Via
(Priority)

B e e e e T e s o i o s e L QRS

TO: WFO

FROM: MIAMI (44-1854)

MURKIN

TRAVELING ON NEW YORK AVE. ON MAY SIXTEEN, LAST, BY
RESEMBLING SUBJECT,

PAN AMERICAN LAND DEVELOPMENT CORP., TWO THREE ZERO

SON, ALBERT VADIA, JR., ONE EIGHT THREE ONE BELMONT

CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY, WASHINGTON, D, C.

(1)- 44-1854 |

searched s
.]I.J;gl?‘l-’ﬂls (aM) Serialized
‘2) lndexed

Filed

Y/ EE4

RE JACKSONVILLE TEL TO MIAMI, MAY SIXTEEN, LAST.
#%7“ LRETEL ADVISED LATE MODEL BUICK BEARING FLA. LICENSE
ONE W ONE NINE FOUR ONE ZERO THREE OBSERVED WASHINGTON, D.C.

INDIVIDUAL

ON MAY SEVENTEEN, INSTANT, ALBERTO VADIA, EXECUTIVE,

ZERO

CORAL WAY, MIAMI, ADVISED ABOVE LICENSE IS ISSUED FOR
SIXTYEIGHT PONTIAC GTO OWNED BY HIM. CAR BEING USED BY HIS

APT. THREE ZERO ONE, WASHINGTON, D.C., WHO IS A FRESHMAN AT

F2£

L) A

Special Age 1“ Charge

;
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FD-263 (Rev. §-17-65)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD
MIAMI MEMPHIS 5/17/68 5/13 - 16/68
TITLE OF CASE REPORT MADE BY TYPED BY
DAVID N, JELLISON ve
JAMES EARL RAY - WGITI“; CHARACTER OF CASE

DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING,
JR, (DECEASED) - VICTIM
CIVIL RIGHTS

REFERENCES
New Orleans airtel to Memphis dated 5/7/68.

Miami teletype to New Orleans dated 5/13/68.
New Orleans teletype Miami dated 5/15/68.

MIAMI
At Miami, Florida:

Will conduct any additional information upon
request of the Bureau or the Memphis Office.

- COVER PAGE -
ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED: NONE

Case been: Pending over one year [_| Yes [¥] No; Pending prosecution over six months [ Yes [XK] No
PECIAL AGE
ED ¢ R A RGE DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

2 - Bureau (44-38861) (RM) 4‘% ' /fS% 529 0
- Memphis (44-1987) (RM) Searched
@ - Miami (44-1854) Serialized Z
\ Indexed 74
SO e
/7'
: ad
Dissemination Record of Attached Report N iofis [

Agency

Request Recd.

Date rwd.

How Fwd.

By
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FD-204 (Rev. 3-3-59)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to:
Report of: DAVID N, JELLISON Office: Miami, Florida
Date: May 17, 1968
Field Office File #: 44-1854 Bureau File #: 44-38861
Title: JAMES EARL RAY;

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. (DECEASED) - VICTIM
Character: CIVIL RIGHTS
Synopsis:

Credit and criminal, telephone and city directory checks
regarding W, H., RUNGLER, Miami;, Fla,, negative. No Columns
Avenue exists in Miami. Current Fla. license tag 1WW11380
issued to E. G. HOLMAN for use on a 1966 Lincoln Continental
coupe. HOLMAN interviewed and states car and tag in his
possession on 12/17-19/67, in Miami, Fla. HOLMAN not
acquainted with a W, H. RUNGLER and was not in New Orleans
12/17-19/67. Current Fla. license tag 1WW11l386 is subscribed
to by W. H, RUNZLER, 725 N.E. 24th St., Miami, RUNZLER
interviewed and states he was in New Orleans during pertinent
period staying at Provincial Motel but was unable to identify
photographs of JAMES EARL RAY or recall anything about any
of the other guests at the motel.

-p-
DETAILS:

Information was received from the New Orleans
Office of the FBI that a W, H. RUNGLER, 2899 Columns Avenue,
Miami, Florida, had registered on December 18, 1967, at
the Provincial Motel, 1024 Chartres Street, New Orleans,
Louisiana,

On May 13, 1968, the records of the Credit
Bureau of Greater Miami, the Miami Police Department, the
Miami Beach Police Department, the Dade County Department
of Public Safety and the Miami Municipal Court were
reviewed by IC CLIFFORD M., WERNER with regards to a W, H,
RUNGLER, These records contain no information identifiable
with W, H. RUNGLER.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

4r U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1967-0-273-878
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MM 44-1854

Miami telephone directories and Polk city
directories checked for W, H., RUNGLER from 1958 to 1968
with negative results.

There is no Columns Avenue in the Greater Miami
area,

The Miami Auto Tag Agency advised that 1967-1968
Florida license tag 1WW11380 is issued to E, G, HOLMAN,
1410 West 21st Street, Miami Beach, Florida, for use on
a 1966 Lincoln Continental coupe.

EUGENE G. HOLMAN interviewed and advised that tag
number 1WW11380 has been in his possession since April, 1967,
and has been displayed on his Lincoln Continental coupe
since that time. HOLMAN was not in New Orleans from
December 17-19, 1967, nor was his automobile or the license
tag 1WW11380. HOLMAN knows of no one named RUNGLER.

W. H. RUNZLER was located at the Walston Company,
199 S. E. 1lst Street, Miami, Florida, and was interviewed
at this location on May 16, 1968. RUNZLER: advised that
he was in New Orleans from December 17 - 19, 1967, and
recalled that'he was a guest at the Provincial Motel while
staying in New Orleans. RUNZLER was unable to recall any-
thing about any of the other guests staying at the motel
at that time,

Upon viewing photographs of JAMES EARL RAY, RUNZLER
stated that he recalled seeing no one at the Provincial
Motel who resembled these phtographs. RUNZLER could recall
nothing of the vehicles being driven by other occupants
of the motel.
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FBI MIAMdL

FBI MEMPHIS

606PZ'6 URGENT 5-17-63 MEN

TO DIRECTOR, 44-33361, BIaMINGHAM, KANSAS CITY, MIadl,
NEW ORLEANS, ATLANTA» DETRIIT, AND LAS VEGAS

FROYM MEMPHIS 44-1987 3P

AURKIN

IT HAS BEEN DETERMINED TARQ0UGH SECRET SERVICE, MEMPHIS, THAT

THE THREE TWENTY DOLLAR FEDERAL RESERVE NOTES PREVIOUSLY SUBMITTED
7O THE LABORATORY ARE BONAFIDE AND NOT COUNTERFELT.

EFFORTS ARE CONTINUING T0 LOCATE THE ORIGINAL Us Se POSTAL
YONEY ORDERS THAT SUBJECT USED FOR PArMENT TO LOCKSMITHING
INSTITUTE IN NEW JERSEfe THE ORIGINALS OF THESE MONEY ORDERS

_ WILL BE FORWARDED TO THE FBI LABJRATORY REQUESTING APFROPRIATE
EXAMINATION. &

RALPH CARPENTERs EMPLOTEE OF YORK ARMS, MEMPHIS, WAS ADMITTED
4AY TEN LAST T0 PSYCAIAIRIC UNIT JOHN GASTON HOSPITAL, ME4PHIS,
ON COMPLAINT OF WIFE. SANIT( HEARING TO BE HELD MONDAY NEXT,
AND CARPENTER T0 BE COMWITTED TENNESSEE PSYCAIATRIC HOSPITAL' AND
[NSTITUTE, 4E4Fdlse CONDIIIJN DIAGNOSED AS PARANOIA WITH
GRANDIOSE FEELINGS. '

IN CONNECTION WITH INFORMATION FURVISHED THE LOS ANGELES

N v}SPAP‘?(’_‘gél

OFFICE BY REPE&ESENTATIJES JF LOS ANGELES TIME&

MAY 171968
FBI — MIAMI
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B PAGE TW0 _ o
WALCHA INFORMATION IS REPORTEDLY ALSO BEING FURNISHED JUSTICE
DEPARTMENT, THE FOLLOWING IS NOTED:

, MRSe BESSIE BREWERs OPERATOR OF ROOMING HOUSE, FOUR TWO

B

TWO AND ONE HALF Se MAIN STe» MEMPHIS, ADVISED THIS DATE
THAT SAMUEL LEWLIS UNKNOWN TO HER EITHER BY NAME OR AS AN
ADDITIONAL REGISTRANT ON APRIL FOUR LAST.

MRSe BREWER STATES THAT NJ UNE LIVING THERE HELPS =

Yy

MAINTAIN THE ROJMING HOUSE BY MAKING BEDS»s ETCe EACH TENANT

P

#
f MAINTAINS 4I5S OWN RIJM AND MUKRSe BREWER CLEANS THE K004 AFTER S -

s =

I4AE TENANT CHECKS 0UTs

AN EAAMINATION OF THE ROJMING HOUSE AND THE CELLARE OF |

A

THE RJOOMING HOUSE DISCLUSES TAERE IS5 NJ FURNACE. AEAT ' L -

SUPPLIED IN EACH ROOM BY GAS HEATERSe : o
PREVIOUS INVESTIGATION, OF WAICH LOS ANGELES TIMES NOT
. AWARE, WOULD TEND 70 PROVE BEfOND REASONABLE DOUBT THAT

' MURDER WEAPON WAS RECOVERED AND NOW IN PUSSESSION OF

JES.

MEMPALIS POLICE DEPARTMENTe PREVIOUS INVESTIGATION WOULD
7

R~ ALSO INDICATE THAT SUBJECT'S WAITE MUSTANG WAS IN SUBJECT'S

POSSESSION AT REBEL MOTELs, MEMPAIS, ON NIGHT OF APRIL THREE

LAST.
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT

Via

FBI
Date: 5/18/68

(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE URGENT

- —— b ———— ——————— —

(Priority)

TO DIRECTOR, LOS ANGELES AND MEMPHIS ¢+ 747777
FROM MIAMI (44-1854)

MURKIN, CR,

RE LOS ANGELES TEL TO DIRECTOR, MAY SEVENTEEN LAST;
MIAMI TEL TO DIRECTOR, MAY EIGHTEEN INSTANT; AND LOS
ANGELES TEL TO DIRECTOR MAY EIGHTEEN INSTANT,

BENJAMIN LARNARD THOMPSON, JR,, MIAMI, ADVISED THAT
HIS FATHER, BENJAMIN LARNARD THOMPSON, SR,, DIED NOVEMBER,
SIXTYSEVEN, AND THAT HIS FATHER HAD BEEN SEMI-RETIRED SINCE
NINETEEN FIFTYFOUR FROM COMMERCIAL FISHING AFTER
SUSTAINING HEART CONDITION,

THOMPSON ADVISED HE HAS BEEN EMPLOYED WITH AERODEX,
MIAMI, SINCE MARCH, SIXTYSEVEN, AND HAS BEEN ON THE
THREE PM - MIDNIGHT SHIFT SINCE JANBARY, NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT.

THOMPSON ADVISED HE WAS NOT OUT OF MIAMI AREA
DURING THE PERIOD APRIL THREE THROUGH TWELVE LAST AND
WAS WORKING AT AERODEX DURING THIS PERIOD,

DNJ :ke. - 53"”'3" e c)

i e 59"41'“‘# T S|

7 AN lnwxed 4 '
Approved: Sent P M Per

Special Agent in Charge

Yof /654 -5
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FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

MM 44-1854
PAGE TWO

THOMPSON ADVISED HE FORMERLY WORKED AS COMMERCI AL

BOATS DURING VARIOUS INTERVALS IN THE PAST FIVE YEARS

THOMPSON STATED APPROXIMATELY FOUR YEARS AGO HE
W AS ARRESTED BY BRITISH GOVT, FOR FISHING IN BAHAMIAN
WATERS, HIS ARREST RECEIVED A GREAT DEAL OF PUBLICITY
MIAMI NEWSPAPERS,

THOMPSON ADVISED HE WAS OUT OF STATE OF FLA, ONCE

WHEN HE VISITED NEW YORK CITY,

MATTER AND NEVER HEARD OF THE NAMES WILBURN, PIERCE OR
KNEW ANYONE WHO OWNED MOTSL OR AIRPLANE,

THOMPSON ADVISED IT WAS COMPLETE MYSTERY TO HIM
AS TO HOW HIS NAME WAS BEING UTILIZED IN THIS MATTER,

FISHERMAN FOR EAST COAST FISHERIES, MIAMI, FLA,, AND PRIOR
TO AUGUST, NINETEEN SIXTYSIX, HE HAD OWNED THREE SEPARATE

IN WHICH HE FISHED OFF FLORIDA KEYS, MOSTLY FOR LOBSTERS,

IN

DURING HIS ENTIRE LIFETIME, THAT BEING DURING HIGH SCHOOL

HE EMPHATICALLY DENIED ANY KNOWLEDGE REGARDING THIS

Approved: Sent M Per

Special Agent in Charge
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FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

MM 44-1854
PAGE THREE

HE STATED THAT HE HAD A RELATIVE WHO IS A COMMERCIAL
F ISHERMAN IN MARATHON, FLA,, BY THE NAME OF RONNY PIERCE,
AGE THIRTY FIVE,

ROBERT OPP, SECURITY OFFICER, AERODEX, MIAMI,
ADVISED THAT ALL PERSONNEL RECORDS AND TIME CARDS AT
AERODEX WILL BE UNAVAILABLE UNTIL MORNING OF MAY TWENTY
NEXT,

CITY DIRECTORIES, MARATHON, AND KEY WEST, FLA,,
NEGATIVE RE BENJAMIN THOMPSON, KEY WEST CITY DIRECTORY
NEGATIVE RE RONALD PIERCE, MARATHON CITY DIRECTORY LISTS
A RONALD K. PIERCE, FISHERMAN,

INVESTIGATION MARATHON, FLA,, DETERMINED RONALD K,
PIERCE, AGE FORTYFIVE, IS AN INDIGENT LOBSTER FISHERMAN
WHO IS MARRIED, HAS FIVE CHILDREN AND WHO SUPPLEMENTS
HIS FISHING INCOME BY WORKING PARTTIME AS A MECHANIC,
PIERCE IS A LIFELONG RESIDENT OF MARATHON, FLA,, WHO

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge
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BB}

Date:

Transmit the following in
: (Type in plaintext or code)

Via
} (Priority)

MM 44-1854

PAGE FOUR

SELDOM LEAVES THE FLA, KEYS, PIERCE DOES NOT HOLD A
PILOT'S LICENSE, HAS NO INTEREST IN ANY AIRPORT AND DOES

' NOT OWN A PLANE, PIERCE HAS NEVER BEEN A BUILDER AND HAS

HAD NO AFFILIATIONS IN CUBA, DOES NOT KNOW EDDIE WILBURN

i AND HAS NEVER BEEN A MEMBER OF ANY KKK GROUP,

| INVESTIGATION AT PAHOKEE AND BELLE GLADE, FLA,,

| INDICATES THAT A WILLIAM L, PIERCE, WHITE MALE, AGE

l FIFTYEIGHT, EMPLOYED AT BELLE GLADE AS A WELDER AT TRUE

| SomeE CArrLe AvP

| FLOW, INC,, FORMERLY OWNED,A LOW CLASS MIGRANT LABORER

| BOARDING HOUSE WHICH HE WAS FORCED TO GIVE UP IN NINETEEN

SIXTYSEVEN FOR NONPAYMENT OF TAXES, DOES NOT HAVE ANY

|

|

' INTEREST IN AN AIRPORT, DOES NOT OWN A PLANE AND DOES NOT
1 FLY, PIERCE IS NOT RELATED TO OR ACQUAINTED WITH EDDIE

\

|

WILBURN AND IS NOT AFFILIATED 'Iz ﬂ KKK ORGANIZATION,
F! :48/&“\,:,,{,&7{,\ Qowayr,ou&—.—&

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge
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| FBI KNUXVLE

| 415A4 UAGENT 5-18-63% WiB
TO BUREAU«« ATTENTION IDENTIFICATION DIVISION AND CIVIL RIGHTS szcr’mﬂt._.,'

ATLANTA, LUS ANGELES»s LOUISVILLEs, MEMPALIS» EL PASO» BIAMINGHAM, i

KANSAS CITY, MIA4l, LAS VEGAS, DETRROITe INDIANAPOLIS. ) ?‘

W FR)M ANJAVILLE 44-696 ]
MURKIN B

KE LOS ANGELES TEL MAY SEVENTEEN LAST COPIES OF WALCH BEING nﬁ A
SENT SEPARATELY BY TELETYPE TO ATLANTA, INDIAVAPOLIS AND LOUISVILLE
" FOR INFO. .
THE FRANK BRICKLEY OF CHATTANOUGA REFERRED T0 BY INFORMANT
MAY BE[FRANK WILLIAM BRICALEY AKA WILLIAM ROY BRICKLEY, WILLIAY
FRANKLIN BRICKLEY, WILLIAM FRANK BRICKLEY» WILLIAYM ROY BUCKLEY»

‘ BILL RJBEWXT SHAW, BILL SHAwW» BILLY SHAWs BILL Re SHAW, FBI NO.

ONE NINE SEVEN SEVEN NINE SIX C ORIGINALLY FROM CHATTANOOGA, TENN.
b . AND WHO HAS AN EXTENSIVE CRIMINAL RECORDe HE WAS LAST KNOWN TO HAVE |
BEEN 1MPRISONED AT TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA AND WAS RELEASED JAN.

SILTEENs SIXTYSEVEN UPON"COMPLETION OF SENTENCEe TERRE HAUTE PRISON |

NOe TWO THREE SIX FOUR TwO DASH THe

END PAGE ONE
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Al vl CAL L 14 SERVED TIME 1 CHAILLICOTHE
NTION 1S CALLED TO ALL b \TION THAT AMUEL
IN CHILLICOTHE AND TEHRRE HAUTE. POSSIBILITY
ITHAT BRICKLEY IS Tal IDENTIL] JF AMUEL L
J N I HED 1 ) 1IATION FQ L9 AN N DY [ °
ESTE IJ Al \[L S CIAL DELIVERY COPIE JF
Ard UF BRI CALEIX 0 1U8 ANGCLRLED ol i5J» 1EM
1 SPLAYT BY THUOSE 0 WILLIAM THUOMAS,
abLES 11MESy J EXXI COHEN, LUS ANGEL
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PAGE THREE
K& 44-696 A .

3, LUS ANGELES AT LOS AVGELESee.«BRICALEY WAS ARAESTED PD
LOS ANGELES, CALIFe APRIL EIGAT, sxxfnagzs UNDER NAME BILL SHAW
NOe SIX FIVE THREE SEVEN ZER) SIX S FOR GT-AUTO AND BY SO LOS

“ ANGELES AS BILL ROBERT SHAW APRIL NINE SIATYTHREE, GT-AUTO» UNDER

NO. B=NINE S ZER) FOUK TWO SEVEN. OBTAIN PHOTOGRAPHS IF AJAILABLE

. AND IF GOOD PHOTOGRAPH CONSIDER DISPLAYING TO THOMAS IMMEDIATELY.
 ALS0 REVIEW RECORDS FOR LOCAL LEADS «e+IT BEING NOTED THAT HE

i ALLEGEDLY 1S IN LOS ANGELES AREA AT TALS TIME ACCORDING TO INFO

: i
FUANISHED BY "BJB" TO0 THOMAS. |

-

ATLANTA REVIEW YOUR FILE SEVEN SIX DASH TWO FOUR ONE TW) FOR ' |
LEADS TO LOCATE AND INTEAVIEW BRICALEYe -
KNOAVILLE WILL INTERVIEW RELATIVES AVD KNOWN ASSOCIATES OF

[- BRICALEY IN CAATTANOOGA AKEAs ' . e
LOUISVILLE AT LEXINGION AT GRE(HOUND OFFICE, ELGHT ZERO ONE _

LIMESTONE, REVIEW COPIES OF AUDITOKS STUBS OF TICKETS ISSUED AT
KNOAVILLE, TENNe TO DETERMINE IDENTITY OF TICKET AGENT

SELLING TICKET NOe THREE s;ms 4ZERO ZERQ ZER) EIGHT TW) TW0 TwO

ZERD SPACE FJUR TWO ON APRIL SEVEN, NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT AT

KNOXVILLE FOX TRANSPORTATION KNOXVILLE TO LOS ANGELES VIA

MEMPHIS AVD EL PASO AND FOK ANY OTAER DATA AVAILABLE.
INVESTIGATION CONTINUING

‘;\‘.
b
'

SUBJECT SHOULD BE CJNSIDERED Amm)' AND DANGEHOUSe L
END ’ '

—_—
TR

LVA i : . ‘ ' , E

FBI MIAvl " ot )

S : u .
R .| € S RS
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TO

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1982 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CPFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC, MIAMI DATE: 4/29/68

FROM g& AC, BIRMINGHAM (62-0)

SUBJECT

y

A

5010-108

= G- 18356 -5 (et moyed)

HAZEL V. ACOCK
MISCEL OUS INFORMATION

On 4/29/68, SA LAWRENCE G. GETTINGS, Birmingham

Division, received the following letter from HAZEL V.
PEACOCK, Route 2, Box 250, Okeechobee, Florida:

AN

"Dear Mr., Gettings:

"I have information regarding a matter of
national concern which I would like to discuss
with you. The magnitude and importance of
what I wish to tell you has me very frightened
and utmost confidentiality must be maintained.

"Mr. RALPH C. BROWN, Milwaukee Police
Department, Vice Squad, recommended that I go
to you with this information when I asked him
for the name of someone I could trust. My
name must never be made public, as I would
surely be killed.

"Please do not contact me at my home. I &
can be reached at my place of employment by A \y
telephone ... ROdeo 36307 ... from 8 A.M. to ’ \X/'\\’
12 noon, and 1 P,M, to 5 P,M,, Monday through Y 9‘ ¥
Friday. I will be happy to make an appointment

to meet you in some town in this approximate
area.

"Please understand that I am very frighten-
ed and will talk with no one but you,
personally. Kindly contact me as hastily as
possible, as this matter is becoming more

urgent, daily." ?%’/% < %rgﬁ /

HAZEL V., PEACOCK is unknown to Agent GETTINGS;

however, Detective BROWN is an experienced, capable member

of the Narcotics Squad, Milwaukee Police{%ﬁm,
(2 - Miami ARCHED 27 & INDEXED_ ¥

1 - Birmingham SERIALIZED__ ZFILED
LGG:epg )
(3)

[ MAY 11968
s { FBI— MIAMI L
. 6 ]
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly ¢ Payrol +
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MIAMI:
AT OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA:

Will contact HAZEL V. PEACOCK at her place of
employment and receive any information which she desires
to furnish.
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 Date 5/8/68

HAZEL V. PEACOCK, 608 Hancock, Okeechobee,
Florida, appeared at the office of the Fort Pierce
Resident Agency of the Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI), and furnished the following information:

She is employed as a secretary at the Guidance
Center of the Okeechobee School for Boys, Okeechobee,
Florida,

At midnight 1 4, 1968, she received a
collect tel call - gl ex~-fiancee, DONALD
JACKSON , from Birmingham, Alabama, advising
that he and TERRANCE ALVIN SMITH were on the run and
involved in the death of MARTIN LUTHER KING. Because
of the nature of the call she made notes shortly
thereafter of the conversation which are as follows:

She explained that the initials "D. C.”
stood for DONALD CARPENTER, "T.A.S." stood for
TERRANCE ALVIN SMITH, and "M. L. K" stood for
MARTIN LUTHER KING. She also explaimi that the statements
in quotes were made by CARPENTER.

"Phone call at 12 midnight 4 April from
Birmingham (collect) from D. C. (T. A. 8. w/him,
eou%d hear him in background. I think one other
man) .

"Stated, 'We're on the run'., Why? - 'Haven't
you been watching TV?' No- 'You mean you haven't
heard the news?' No - "Well - M.L.K. is dead'.
Oh, No! What do you mean? --

"We did it, They're hot on our ass, You
don't mean this. Don't kid me about this!

"Can you hide us out for a couple of weeks?

on__ 5/3/68 o  Fort Pierce, Florida Filey_ Miami 44~1854

SAs RONALD TODD and

o HAROLD K. PARSON/RT:bab e gy 5/6/88

This d t tains neither r dati nor lusi of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency:
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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MM 44-1854

"] don't know - No - Oh, I guess so,

"Do you know what you'd be charged with if we
were found there? Yes, nothing. I don't believe
you, Where are you?

"Birmingham - the cops went off to the north,
but we're here, okay,

"When are you coming? Tomorrow night late,
We get our money in Dothan, no, tside of Dothan
(He was corrected as to location by “Tomorrow
(5 April) and then we'll come to Okeechobee,

"You are serious, aren't you? How much is a
job like this worth on the market today? $100,000,
split two ways.

"How could you do this?

"We need the money.

"It isn't worth it. How will you, an old Ga,
boy, explain all that sudden wealth? You're crazy.

"Don't worry about it. Why is your voice shaking?
'm scared for you -~ I'm shaking all over,

"Us too. TERRY thought he missed, He (MLK)
leaned over just as he fired, but he got him. He's
dead,

"I still can't believe all this.

"Well, go to sleep. I'll be there tomorrow night,
Let us do the worrying. I can't believe we could
be so slick,”

She stated that they did not come to see her
nor have they contacted her since this telephone call,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




MM 44-1854

She said she first met CARPENTER on
January 23, 1968, through a mutual friend, SUSAN
MORELAND, who works for the United Telephone Company
in Okeechobee, Florida, At the time he was working
for the Power Engineering Company in Okeechobee, He
was closely associated with JIM O'NEAL who also worked
for Power Engineering. CARPENTER suddenly left town
on February 25, 1968, with a Mr, BARNES. They were
allegedly going to Tampa, Florida, to see the head man
of Union IBEW 102, CARPENTER never returned to Okeechobee
although she subsequently talked to him several times
by telephone., On or about February 11, 1968, she called
him at the home of his ex-wife, Mrs. VIRGIL SALTER, in
Americus, Georgia, telephone number 924-5133, and he
advised thathe was working for the Continental Telephone
Company, Gray, Georgia. In the latter part of February
he called from Terre Haute, Indiana, aroufid two or three
A.M., and advised that he had flown there with a friend
and was snowed in, On either March 8 or 11, 1968, he
called and advised that a friend of his by the name of
TERRY SMITH was coming to Okeechobee, Florida, and would
look her up. SMITH was also supposed to be working for
Continental Telephone in Gray, Georgia, That was the
first she had ever heard of TERRY SMITH,.

TERRANCE ALVIN SMITH arrived at her apartment
on March 20, 1968, accompanied a hippie he had picked
up in Tall » Florida, by the name of BOB THIBODEAU,
a French - Canadian, THIBODEAU left Okeechobee the
following day. SMITH stayed in her three bedroom apartment
until mid-afternoon March 25, 1968. He rarely left the
apartment and was only gone for short periods. On Saturday
night, March 23, 1968, he left the apartment carrying a
black Samsonite attache case, He left at about 8 PM and
did not return until almost 1:00 AM, She stated that he
was almost hysterical and he mentioned something about
almost being caught or that a witness had almost seen him,
He had been drinking; however, he was notdnumk. She said
she recalled the initial "R" being on each side of the
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handle of the briefcase., SMITH left Okeechobee sometime
between 2 PM and 5 PM while she was at work, She

said when she returned home shortly after 5 PM she

found a note he had left her which is as follows:

"I had to split the scene, I knew I would as
soon as my assignment was finished, but once you're
in you're in and no way out until they are finished
with you., I never know how long I'll be in one
place but I knew this would be a short trip but
I couldn't say anything., I wish I could be here
to see your face when (don juan) DON arrives but it
was ble, I'm sure you will be very happy
{but for how long). Never base your happiness on
the future, only excitement comes from thinking
of the future; happiness is the present, but —=w=-
who knows the future? A person can talk himself
into believing anything or thinking it possible
unless he asks why? or how? I have my own thoughts
about you and DON, there are many things I could
say and tell you because I've seen it happen time
and time again but maybe it will be different
this time, only time will tell as always, I'm
not trying to di-mraa:‘{au but stop wishing and
start doing, keep your f-confidence it will always
pull you through,

"1'11 contact you within a week to see what
happen. Well, good-bye, wish I could take you
with me to see the many wonders of the world, in

actions, people.
/s/ "A friend,

"Ts

A wtooooo

S e
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"Life can be very short, live it for
yourself, don't sacrifice your feeling for something
unless you have the ace,

"Atlas Shrugged”
JOHN GALT speaking ==

"Happiness is not to be achieved at
the command of emotional whims, Happiness is
not the satisfaction of whatever irrational
wishes you might blindly attempt to indulge,
Happiness is a state of non-contradictory joy =~
a joy without penalty or guilt, a joy that does
not clash with any of your values and does not work
for your own destruction, not the joy of escaping
from your mind, but of using your mind's fulliest
power, not the joy of falsing reality, but of achieving
values that are real, not the joy of a drunkard,
but of a producer., Happiness is possible only to
a rational man, the man who desires nothing but
rational goals, seeks nothing but rational values,
and finds his joy in nothing but rational actions.”

She said he was an avid reader and enjoyed James
Bond type novels, BShe recalled that one of the main
characters in one of the novels was called ERIC, She
said his favorite novel was "Atlas Shrugged" and he often
quoted the main character, JOHN GALT.

She received a call from CARPENTER on March 29th
and he described how he was going to help SMITH do a little
job outside of Atlanta., Apparently they were going to kill
a former member of their group whom they thought might
talk, CARPENTER described how he could be electrocuted
without causing any suspicions., It was at this time
CARPENTER mentioned that he had a briefcase like SMITH's
with the initial "R" on each side of the handle, She
said she believed he was calling from Gray, Georgia.
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