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'ft>: 

l'ldl: 

SAC, DURR (W...lNT) 

UC, MIAIII (44-1.aN) (P) 

SUBJBCT: NUIDW 
CITIL UQlffll 

(00: "" Jllt:I■) 

5/lS/88 

.. 8unaa airtel to all UC. and lc&t■ dated 
5/7/A. 

.a.,JG■■II ,-. tbe N1rph!• Diriaioa uacter ...-rate 
COYer are N illftllltjp~i.'N ta■erta, titte.a cepl• .-ell, 
retlectias 1a ... tt,at1ell OlllldllO'ted bJ tlle ■111111 DlrilsiOD 
lJa tbe abcwe c .. tl .... -tter, tor pa■ible laol•l• 
in aa lDn■tic&tl'N report. TIie wlaaed 1-rt■ ~ with 
•pect■ of tile iaWNtis&tl• -■cr:llled • foll_.: 

I • DQCIN 81VDI08 

I I . NI I lit UAL LIIJJIDn IUCIIID IPRD 

III. D'IOJlTB !ft> LOCAU WAI.TD IOll-ftD fluiOODII .JOIIR B. 
IUJT, TAUlllfID, nDJIJDl 

IT. CIIICl'.lm YD JOa U-UGJna&TJOJI IOa 1987 
WBIB"8'fJIIIG 

Y. rmn OP ADJYUG AIID .... ll'l'IIIG ............ 
Alll> m IOUIGS JIOnll, IIJAIIJ DIYl8IOII 

n., LOCAL AGJIIICr caws• ■JAIII Dl'YJ8JOII 

- llalpbl■ <•> 
- Packqe (DID. N) <•> 

2 - Mlaal 
JIU:YC 
(5) 

~ . ... 
l '/ ,-,...,~ 

_ tJl\:.MYI 
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-44-1854 

YII. 

IX. 

DTin a, U8TDII AIItLim D00lm8 JOit 
PLIGBTB DKPArl'IllG ATLOTA ARIL 4, 1- -
APaJL 12, JJNS8 

UlfIDrmnD LAnlT 1'1JIGDRIJIT CH■!IR AT 
JIOLICB D.......,. AIID Mlllff'S Ol'l'IC.IB 
Dr 'l'ID IIJAIIJ DIYIRl(II AGADST 1BK l'J.GDPUlft'8 
01' JA.m SUL UT 

Ut.WrIGlTIOII DUmJ• umG DIST.IIICB TSLUlllmlK 
CAI,I,8 IIADK fll0II flD Tm..DIICJIIK IJOOIU D flD 
ST. l'UIICJS BDISL, L08 AllaLD, CALIIO•IA 

llaz •••dallloa _. 1aten1..-cl la tllia nsarc& aad 
lnatt.sati- ... ooaductecl at tla• IIDlJ Croaa 
IIDllpltal, ft. Lalldardale, l'loricla, 1Ja th:la nsard• 

X. 11ifi:IITlGATIOII DGAltP~WG JAIID NMN• GAULT nD8E 
DATS OI' Bln'II 18 JOLT 20, 1931, TIIK Ulm DAT.I a, 
Bllffll UIDm BY IIU8RCT DIC ft.uto G:&LT . 

XI. I 

XII. 

DII. 

XIV. 

1■talIG&TIOlf DGARDJ'IG GUT •• UT AT IOAIU, 
n.olllDA, OD n.om(3, AI.fBUKA 

DI881111.ATICII OJ' IDIIITll'ICATIOII ODIM A.JO> W.&Jrl'D 
l'LTDS OI' IIUBJJDCT fl> AJIILlllD, a. !UIIIT.&L AGDCID, 
U. a. DIIIJGMTJOII AIID D'IUULIZATIOlr mY1<3, 
u ••• JIIIILIC JIUl,TB armCB, LOCAI, AU&OllITID 
AID) YAUOU8 OIWWW UDDAJ,, STATS AJID LOCAL AGIWCtD 
AT POJlft'B a, DJT AW'D Ai1ti TO TD COuli t&I 

1M tDtlGATIOII U>CATIJIG .MnD 011GJ1. UCACOW IIOTO•, 
KJAIIJ, l'LOIUDl, WIIDS J.411111 :IUL JIAT MIIO!MD A 
ftlllCLS 1• 19M. 

1■iUTIG&TIOII DGAIIDJJIG ■ICDL ft. PIDD .AJID 
.A CADllrl.AC WaJN n• n112TN IITOLD' IB 
IIOIITlmAL, CUIADA, AUGUft 21, 1987 

.1IU11"nG&TIGI DGADJN .&LTD •1m A1II> 
OOlllI,O J.ACDull CUHIIID no JOUJIGLT 'IOU> BAZSJ, 
PS&COCX" .A GI IIL ftlilllD a, CluiPBii ID, 'IBAT 111 ft BAD 
DLLD urn• LimlD um. 

- 2 -
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•"-1864 

DI. 

nII. 

DIII. 

XIX. 

u. 

DI. 

XXII. 

JI iD'flGATIOII AT BIPPf IIUGOUIII MJ.llll DITISJOII 

JWt&ftlGlTICII 0, IIUBIICIIIBD 'ft> TSLDIIDID !N•M«ICJt 
813 U7-4181, IIIIDDLD, nDIIID&, CAI,1:WD ... 
A ULla'llaD IIOO'fll Clf TZD8 uffBISTAU RJGBWAT 
Ta, Tll>Oa, TBDB, BINW DBC■!PD lS-17, 198'7 

IMtDTIGATI• DGA9PlKG DOIIAI:P ■CL.GT Wll0 AJ,IJOii••-.r 
1BIISIIU&D 10 DLL DOC10lt l:DG 1• 1966 IW 'l'BB 

0, .,.,_AJIT LIJIIJII, A Bl 'iCBRim 

1arm1GATICII maDJJIG JAm BOYff WRIT.I AT 
ft. LADDl■IMI,'C., natJDl, 1'1110 AI,1:IGll&T BAD JIIQUIDD 
a, A DJ KLUX a.AW OffJCIAL D 1N8 BOW IIUCB 
IDllf 'lBBY 1IOUU> NY 'ff> DLL IIAllTIB LU'l'BD DH. 

J■tl&TJGATIOlf AT ■IAIIJ, FLOUDA, 1B D'IOJt'III TO 
LOCAU PAUL& 81 .. :S GALT 'lfiWIOGII IJIIIJGUTIOll 
.lJID ICATUMLIZATIClf mYICE DODmm 

DY.DTJG&'l'IOII AT P.ILII 8PUBGI, :rLORID& DGADlllG 
KUL ALYIII LAIL, WBO mt.ID nn IB 'DIS •1880UU 
STATS RnTDTJ.lft nm JADB um. UY 

LOQ1[-ALID8 

All poteatial. baabias mpec:1:11 ill tbe 111111111 
DiTbiGD were elbli-ted .. beillC ideatical with IIUbject 
throucll pbJllical. obaerYatioa and tlae tact ~tr ..reabollta 
were kDowa at 'the -tilla of tbe H t-ioa of tlle crt.ae. 

ID acoorllaace ,rttb tbe illatructioaa -t aut iD 
Bureau teletype to a11 8ACa dated "22/88 aad llalllplab airtel 
to K'J:lclizTille dated "7/88, all crtataal 1a1onuuata aad 
appraprlate ncial uad aecurity iafOl'lllllltll,.... coatacted 
nlatiTe to ~ ia1onatien conoerat.ac tll:la -tter. 

With res-rd to .. llC GOWAII, - illdiYidlaal 
wbo.,.. preyioaaly uaecl by tile ■taai Office c■■cenlias Dan 
actiYiti• uct nctal -ttena, it,.. betas left to tu 
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• 44-UN 

cUacretioa of Maapbi■ u to the aawr in wbich thia 
bacqrowad ill1onlation oa IIC GOlrAK :la to be reported. 
In tbi■ resard ■laai DDte■ ... p':}18 teletype to Bureau 
IIIIC:l ■lud dated 4/8/68, &11d ■1-.t teletyi,e to aareaa, 
-.111■ and Jaclmoa dated 4/9/68. 

Witla ncarcll to IIIA DlTID BAl'TIIOm (foraer 
• 1081-B) aad WJLLIAII ii (twr • 607-a), who 
turaiaW Jnfonlatloa nsarcu.ac SUL LDDD aad GIie 
GIUIDT wbicla ... -t forth ia a 111&11:1 teletype to the 
Bureau datecl 4/29/U, aa ainlail CGpJ ot wbicll-■ turaillhed 
to ■ plat.a, it 1■ behs left to tile dl■cretioa ot n, pb4• 

u to the Mn..-r in which the lntOl'll&tioa contaiaed therein 
1• to be reported. 

- 4 -
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TO 

' ·' ,. 

oPTIONAl POIM NO. 10 
MAY lf'2 IOUIOM 
01>. OIN. HO. HO. 27 

r so1~10, 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

MEMO, ALL AGENTS 

r 

DAT E: 5/16/68 

SUJUECT: 

.r ~AC F. A. FROHBOSE 

MURKIN 

Reference is •de to previous memo to all Agents 
relative to this matter, setting forth all background infor•tion. 

The Bureau has advised that it has been developed 
1subject spent a considerable sum of money from 4/23/67 to 4/4/68, 
1and that the source of this money has not been determined. Conse­
'quently the Bureau has instructed that subject's photograph be 
displayed to all appropriate witnesses in unsolved bank- robberies 
,and bank burglaries, in those instances where witnesses are 
available. Additionally, requests should be •de of police 
departments to display subject's photograph to witnesses in 
their unsolved robberies. 

The Bureau has also pointed out the possibility that 
'the subject may have died since the commission of this crime. 
In this connection, the Bureau has instructed that all law 
enforcement agencies be alerted to the fact that subject's 
fingerprints should be compared with all unidentified dead 
·persons located from the period beginning 4/5/68 to date. 

All Agents having unsolved bank robberies and/or 
other cases in which it would be appropriate, are requested 
to display subject's photograph to witnesses. In addition, 
Agents having liaison with local law enforcement agencies should 
assure that they are requested to display subject's photograph in 
connection with their unsolved robberies and additionally, that 
all fingerprints of unknown dead are compared with fingerprint& 
of subject RAY. 

The Bureau further pointed out that in connection with 
covering leads in this matter, it should be borne in mind that 
prior to departing Los Angeles in March, 1968, the subject made 
several telephone calls to country clubs in an effort to obtain 
employment as a bartender. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

M 44-1854 
/ ~ All Agents 

HAN:jth 

r::=:::::.:.....~-+---.:::S9 ..3 
SEA '4rD 

5al1AUZED "7?lp /:fJ 

~ ~ ~ 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



TO 

PROM 

SUBJECT: 

Off'TtoHAL ti'Ol'IM NO. 10 -
MAY t• U>JTION 
GSA l'~Mlt (41 Cl'II) 101-11,f 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, MIAMI (44-1854) DATE: 5/17 /68 

SA EUGENE L. PAYNE 

IIURKIN 
(00: MEMPHIS) 

Re Milwaukee airtel to Miami, 4/20/68, and Miami 
airtel to Memphis, 4/29/68, Miami airtel to Bureau, 5/6/68. 

Referenced Milwaukee airtel to Miami, 4/20/68, 
set forth inforaation fro■ a citizen in Milwaukee, Wis., 
who had visited the Sun Castle Motel, Pompano Beach, Fla. 
While at the ■otel he dealt with a bell boy who he later 
learned traveled to the State of Tenn. and after viewing 
photographs of subject RAY decided that this bell boy 
rese■bled the photos of RAY. 

Based upon the above info, investigation was 
conducted at the Sun Castle Motel to identify the bell boy 
in question. It developed that this individual's name was 
EARL B. SHIELDS, who is originally fro■ Randolph, Mass. 

Referenced Mia■i airtel to Memphis, 4/29/68, 
infor■ed Memphis of the results of preli■inary inquiries 
re SHIELDS and set forth a lead for Boston at Randolph, 
Mass., to further identify this individual and eli■inate 
hi■ as a suspect in captioned matter. 

Referenced Mia■i airtel to Bureau, 
set forth results of additional inquiries regarding SHIELDS 
further identifying information concerning him and leads 
for Boston to continue their inquiries to elillinate SHIELDS 
as a suspect in captioned matter. 

Boston was requested to advise Mia■i the results 
of their investigation so that further inquiries regarding 
SHIELDS could be conducted if necessary. )/-_,If-,'/.,, 

Inas■uch as SHIELDS has been identified a{d"'Sfr.5.t/f 
leads set forth to locate hi■ through contacts in Randolph, 
Mass., no further inquiries are being conducted at this 
ti■e. 

l
~ Miami 

ELP/ysb 
(2) r IA 

~ i!l', - • . I}-,~ 
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll SV#f;d ~ 1/Jt' 

IOI 0•10l◄t 
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>147 r-• U\GE. 

r .J'1 A:1:-'A 157- 323 1> 

.E. '1IA1l .a:.LE (:-':;. tJ su:.EAU 1A{ ZIC:i.if'E.t:.. ~IE. fElG-i 1e 

' L{ CJ. I.AC CALL:-iA-l De.. AL 

~.tl'\L 6 !:Ii:;. JlC.c. • iJlCA1ED CALLA'iA U.-JAJAIL BLt u. IL 

EUwA. D CALL~~A • CALLA~A DE TALL bJr.A.Jrtlz:. • I:: l E. •• J 

lE. J J • .c. t..t:.rU LJCf.-iA CJu:-. • l
0 '1r , r-tJ,_ I ~:-iED rJLLJ ,.I -.JG 1A'i 

CJ 1 AC . tD l '1 E..J f EJ i LA5 J iA-Jr:.. DE v:-<.E5 

,'1A!JE A 1J :,AJE t.:t,L.AiA J>J.c. ,il,).-JUn.::.u uJLLAn C"EC1{ t':ii'-. I DAE A~ PA:. IAL 

~ 1.t:. • D r I ,J E L S l • b J ' 

•• r.CALL t.U• U.t:., l u:-tr.. l.1Pn::.!:>!:> 1 J . ~ 1 l)J:. Pnl L F J IJ:i. A:>J D CALLAri A.'lj 
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T.:-' 157- 3231 

J :- d:, UJLL. :::, . CALLA1 L" Jr J Pl >J t J .J BJ..LS~ rLt.t . IS Pnl JA fE. 

,•l:JDt:.L Cru.J.dL.:. i.. J'I A:-'tuL rlJE SIAHElG11 1.,1 Dl5CU!:>~11JN lJr KI'1G 

AfrI I uDE A-JD 2KP:-.i:.SSED ·-il.✓.::i.c.LF A~ Bi::I. G GLAD 1UnDEn JCCU:,.n.t.D • 

. f:.Ai-Jr-i:.At1.ED r J :iAv'i:.. AOcitJ~ l .•ii.:: . .J ! ✓,AD.t. TJ D:.. u. ES · CAL.LA-iA ' .':) !{ECJ.n.DS 

~EFLECf oJ,LES FUrl~I~rlEU LJCAL lA~~A IELEPiU~E ~U~BEn T~U Tri~EE 

=-· l v t:. F 1 • F J J... l ~ . • J ,,i E fri l L\. { L.o!:i • DAM :-i AI .r •• 

A.:{ttl JALS A.JD DEPA.>{1 U.-..i . U. Lz..S~ OJE.-...'11 G:iT r-A:-v<I...JG Dr" i:-'LA:H: I:-1-

E-JD r-AGE f .-.J 
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:-IAG.l:: T:irtE!:. 

.}:> l::>7 - ...)231 

A Dz:. o~~G LJCA1ED J GA!) tlC~E, :\ECEIP l • A1.c. JF BJwLES UA ED 

A.P:·dL LI:; 51.1. ElGti1 FJ:\ Sl JL.J :ihEE GALLJ S A'JD l DlCA ED 

:-'JS51BlLI 5J\\LE5 .1Af A:J:. ,wtAu!:. GA!> PU.\C:iA5!:.!> EAHl..lE .. I. Af'rl.IL 

AD •• ECz:.Ir . J LY 1ADE JU d C 5 • wl 1Ju1 C.c.r-. Al.\Jlf Or DAfE5 5iE 

.. ECALLED J z:. JF BJ•LE!) ' Fmt.lvALS iv.ii:. .iE U~ED JF'F'IC2 Pi-tJ:-.JE 1J CALL 

A rlELA lvE, :.JA•iE U.-JnECA LEO , 1J rlCK r:il1 UP Af AlnJ.1J11 A.,iLJ 

PPJISJ i.1E: • 

JCCA5IJ . •.:iE-J BJ .LE!> ACCJ"ltJA. lz:.D Bi rE"lALE W:tJ !::HE JJK r).:-{ G •• \Jli:.D 

wA~ Is Ir£, DE..::,CnibED vJF , DA.1< rlAlR, FIVE F • - FI,JE Ft • d 

I. •, 11 D -il :-. f ' 5 . 

1J t;.-iArlLlz:. GrdllAr":-E, :i:-.EI:: 1.-i.nEt.. .,. . Cr.E!:>i , A:."1.--,-h 

J"i G. l.!-Arrl:: D 151:.D AA{ 1wE 1 { Sl~i"fEIG:i PA. E.-.lf!> PrlES~ L'f 

LME J,U.z:.C:iJSSE, F'LA. AD !>,AfJ ,,rn At Pn:JPE. f ~ •. >JED Bf tiEi , 

BUC~r-IEAD :dDGE A?A."\f,'1£\JtS , n.A Q:1. :d 11-i:-,EE F'JUrl lE.,J 1rl: r..t. J:-JE • 

"llA.'11 L\JfE. vISv, G:iA:\LlE GrtllLArrE A.:\JD 11lr"E FJ. AC 1 UAL LEi\lG , 

JF l I ,1E BJ LES K.~ J ,.,,\J ' iJ BE A I A1.!-'A J .\J PErl I '.\IE DATE!). 

1 .n.'iAl L CJ~l E!> LJ5 A GELr.!> A~D 1E~t" il !> • 

i->Jt-

r"B! -i 1. All! 

• u C n. 
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MM 44-1854 
DNJ:vc 
1. 

STEVE STEINHARDT, Supervisor, Parking Concession, 
Sorrento Hotel, 4391 Collin• Avenue, Miaai Beach, Florida, 
WU contacted by Special Agent• DAVID N. JELLISON and 
LEONARD C. PETERSON on May 10, 1968. 

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY were displayed 
to STEINHARDT and he advised that no one worki• for 
hi• at the present tillle or who has worked for him within 
the last six aonths in any way reaeables RAY. 

STEINHARDT was furnished with a copy of the wanted 
flyer pertaining to RAY. Be advised that if anyone fitting 
that description was seen in the vicinity of the parking 
area of the Sorrento Hotel, he would i.aaediately notify 
the FBI. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



TO 

FROM : 

SU13JECT: 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 ,-..... 
MAY 1182 EDITION 
GSA FPMA (.t1 CFR) 101·11,9 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, JUAMI 

SA DAVID N. JELLISON 

MURKIN 
CR 

RE: LOOK-ALIKE, SORRENTO HOTEL 

DATE: 5/20/68 

Re serial 476, anonymous letter from "A Citizen." 

Attached hereto is an investigative insert 
reflecting investigation conducted with regard to above 
anonymous letter. 

1 - 44-1854 
"DNJ:vc 
(1) 

l 
S,10·108..01 

Jf-.lf-I IS ~~f 1 
~/f1 

y t,_ :. _J /)'I-JP -

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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Not Interested, 
James Earl Ray 
Family Asserts 

Mllml Her■lcl-1.ot An .. lH Tim• Wl1'9 

ST. LOUIS - "I'm not 
interested in my brother at 
all. Not at all. I never want 
to Se!! him again." 

The words are harsh, bit­
ter, disappointed, and spoken 
by John Larry Ray, 37-year­
old brother of James Earl 
Ray, the man accused of 
killing Dr. Martin Luther 
King. 

Sipping an orange Juice 
and vodka drink at a south-
11id13 St. Louis bar, John Lar­
ry refused to discuss in detail 
hi!I brother or anything 
touching on the April 4 as­
sassination of Dr. King in 

Memphis. ! 
Moody, and omewhat or a 

Ione r, ac nil to his 
friends, John Larry Ray Is 
the next eldest after James 
Earl of nine Ray children. 

He and his sister, Mrs. 
Carol Ann Pepper, 27, live 
quietly In St. Louis seeking 
anonymity from the publicity 
which hu surrounded the 
family since their lives came 
under public scrutiny. 

As the member of the fam­
ily clo1,est to James Earl, 
John Larry has been the only 
one not publicly accounted 
for since I he assasc:.inatinn. 
Like all olher members nr the 
family, however, he has been 
questioned at length by the 
FBI. 

He has been described u 
everythln1 from a migrant 
worker to a New York City 

nder. Actually, John 

owns a o)truck de­
service her and helps 

a south sld neighbor• 
hood tavern, the ape Vine. 
which 11 leased b his sister, 
Mrs. Pepper, for 1960 a year. 

James Earl Ray 

t 
... ,tiUattge 

As how well he r em-
bered ames Earl, or w t he 
knew about his brother, he 
replied: "Who knows him? 
Probabl~• his cellmate knew 
him better than anybody." 

James Earl's cellmate at 
the prison has described him 
as a loner, an avid reader of 
espionage and detective stor­
ies, and a man "who served 
his time in his own way." 

A state psychiatric exami­
nation of James Earl made in 
October 1966 after an escape 
attempt failed, diagnosed him 
as a "sociopathic personality, 
antisocial type with anxiety 
and depressive features." It 
~aid hP had an J.Q. of 105, 
somewhat above the average 
prisoner. 

Byron L. Kinder, the Cole 
County prosecuting attorney 
who tried James Earl in 
1966, says the suspect ii an 
improbable assassin. 

th:::ri.:~:,!os~r erev~1 
"No g In his b ground 
Inell ea he had an practice 
with a telescopic rifle or had 
ever handled weapon, to any 

I.-----~-~ --~-: extent. 

Nothing i n d i r. a t es he 
ha!ed

1
Nearor~. Rnd.J1e rnuld 

never /ivlifl null otr a ~illi!iff­
time rnhhery, so how could 
he plan and exrcute the a.~­
sassination of Dr. King? I 
think Ray is an improbable 
assassin," Kinder said. 

A friend of John Larry Ray 
said he sometimes used an 
alias of "Jerry Ryan." Both 
John Larry and Mrs. Pepper's 
husband have had minor 
scrapes with the police over 
the years. Mrs. Pepp(?r's hus­
band is a mechanic at a 
downtown St. Louis hard­
ware store and has b~ a 
friend of ohn Larry' for 
years. 

"Ff'w o his friends rrP. 
mn konlinho I, th• nth­
er of ,Jami'!! Earl," said n 
c Io s" arquRintanrr. "HI' 
dnf'sn't t11lk about what han­
pPnl'd, but he said afti>r the 
assa11sination that he hated 
his brother for what he had 
donf'." 

The acquaintance also said 
John Larry Ray wu shocked 
by the Identification of 
James Earl as the suspected 
assassin. "He i tried to 
make somethln of himself 
despite his poor mily back­
ground and may he knows 
how James Earl ended uo a 
convict. Larry's a nice guy." 

John Larry lives on the 
city's south side where the 
Grape Vine ill located, not far 
from the streets and side­
walks where some of the Rav 
cbDd.ren matured. It Is an old 
German neighborhood, says a 
city offit:lal, rapidly helm~ 
filled with people from rural 
areas. 

The FBr obviously h:1s 
e'lne into the Ray family 
barkgrnund extensively. 

C o n t r a r y to published 
reports, the father, Gporge 
R;iy is still alive and then• 
are some indications hi' may 
be living in or near St. Louis. 

John 1.arrv was the last 
memher of the family to see 
his brother. d11ring a visit the 
day before James Ea?ies­
caped fro the Mis uri 
penltentljat Jefferso City 
on April , 1967. He ited 
hi!I brot r at the prison 
eight times, more than any 
other member of the family 

while .Tames Earl served 
almost six years Rf , 20-year 
sentence /or armed fodf5ery 
in St. Louis. ___., 

1lay talked briefly about 
hl<i brother but refused to go 
Into any detail. He particu­
larly declined to dlscllllS the 
po11;ibllity of a conspiracy. 
Friends say he keeps to hlm-
11elr, occ:Hinnally plays a 
game of pool, dOHn't talk 
very much and 1ometfme1 
uses the allar"Jerry Ryan.ttt 

"I don't have any com­
ment. I'm not implicated In 
this In any way. The FBI has 
hPen here to talk to me. 
They've talked to my sister. 
She's 11ick and tired of It all 
and so am I," he said. 

"I could sell mv story for 
S 15.000 or $20.000 to ma11a-zinl or television if r Iant­
ed , but I don't want do 
tha and r don't have any 
int lion of doing it. I on't 
wa t to talk about it. at's 
all there is to it," he added. 
,-.-
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IOI 44-1854 
DNJ:vc 
1. 

The following investigation was conducted 
by SA DAVID N. JELLISON at the Drop-Off Coin Laundry, 
N. W. 79th Street and 32nd Avenue, Miami, Florida, 
on May 12, 1968: 

NORMAN HEERY, Manager, advised that there is 
currently no unclai■ed laundry at the Drop-Off Coin 
Laundry in the name of ERIC STARVO GALT. 

All records since April, 1967, were reviewed 
with reference to the name ERIC STARVO GALT and all 
other aliases used by subject, JAKES EARL RAY, and these 
checks met with negative results. 

All efforts to locate a ■ale superviso~who 
allegedly told TERRI BUSBY, patron of the laundry, that 
a man named BRIC STARVO GALT had left laundry at the Drop­
Off Coin Laundry and did not reclaim i~were negative. 

l 
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TO 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1812 EOTTION 
GSA FPMR (,1 CFR) 101-11.1 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, IIIAIII DATE: 5/20/68 

FROM : SA DAVID N. JELLISON 

SUBJECT: IIURKIN 
CR 

Re memo of LAWRENCE A. SCHLAPP, Night Clerk, 
dated 5/12/68. 

Re: Clothing at Drop-Off Coin Laundromat, 
79th Street and N. W. 32nd Avenue 

Attached hereto is an investigative insert 
reflecting investigation conducted regarding referenced 
memo. 

l/ - 44-1854 
DNJ:vc 
(1) 

t/ 

l 

l 
J/-J.f--1 f 5~ ~D cJ 

,&()~ 

~lt~ t>ff\~ 
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Pa.J.r}u Savings Plan 

5110- IOI..OI 
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l 

Director, 1'81 (44-38861) 

SAC, lleaphia (.._,1987) 

IRJ'UI!f 
CIVIL JUGBTS 

5/20/68 

aeBuA1rtel to all SACS and LKGATa dated 5/7/68, and 
Kiaai Airtel to lle■phia 5/16/68, copy enclosed to Bureau. 

Paragraph not reBuAirtel specifically state• that 
should investigation increase in any such area warranting aub­
■isaion of individual report the office involved ahould do so and 
advise the Bureau and lleapbia. lleapbia ia of tbe opinion tlat 
22 aub-headinga and 54 different insert• 1.8 ■ufficient baaia to 
warrant ■ubai-ion of individual report. lllaterial being returned 
to Mia■i tor auba:laaion report. 

2 Bureau (Enc. 1) 
2 tia■=i~:a:a:=....,!ol..K.::JLL---::--:-:--:--=::-----

1 - Package, Enc . 54)(811) 
1 llelllph s 

RGJ':81' 
(5) 
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Ofl'TlOHAL f"OAM NO, 10 
MAY 1111 EDfTIOH 

r- ,-.. 

- GIA ~MIii (,u Cl'Jlt) 101-11.1 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO SAC, Albany DATE: May 20, 1968 

~OM Director, FBI 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

l 

PUBLICITY ON REWARDS OFFERED 

Each Special Agent in Charge and Legal Attache is 
instructed to promptly remind their established cooperative news 
sources, in a discreet and tactful manner, of the existence of sub­
stantial reward money for information leading to the arrest and 
conviction of the killer of Dr. Martin Luther King. This money 
now totals at least $100,000. The FBI should not, however, be 
publicized as the source of this reminder. 

While the Bureau's continuing policy is to encourage 
the public to furnish information to law enforcement authorities as 
a matter of good citizenship, without expectation of financial reward, 
it is fully recognized that monetary rewards are often necessary to 
motivate some individuals. The knowledge of the existence of the 
substantial rewards available in the Murkin case could possibly 
prove of value in the solution of this major investigation. 

1 - Copies to all Special Agents in Charge and Legats 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payro 

-1i~-y - GZ 
St~RCHED~ OEXEO~l,;) 
SERIAIJZEO-A-f"1uo ~ 

MAY 2 l 1968 
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DE 44- 3 

-{ . J . B.:{LK£11., :dBEH. !::,J .'1 ' 5 FATdE:n , AiJVl!:i£D ' rlA ,vrilLE E WA.S 1:-.J 

ilJCA HA J,'-1 , FLu~IDA rr,J•j •1A.."C:i J\li:. fr{:iJUG:i AP rl! L .H.JE LAS ,GE :<ADED 

Af A Su-JJCJ ~i:.:1.V 1 Ci:. s·, Al 1 J ,IJ A ! fiiE CiJ E.:'\ Jr u. s . \Ji:. A'-JD PAL"1 AI t1.E, 

oJCA .{A J ,IJ , ~LJnI DAJ :ii:. AS L1P.tESSED v, l :1 HE Erl' 1 Cl E.JC'f JF A Y':.>U.JG 

-..Jil I:: ,'1AL:. A f:-iE :::, ATIU. • r E {OU. G .•lA iJLU 1 L tJ rlE AD A B:U, ;1 ::.rt 

l C ... z:.J t.LA D l 'rt E. , Al LJn.L i.;i BUSI :h.SS 'D iA, nE ~JOLD LI tCE fJ ~JVE 

BACr< ,J ':-iE .11 D 1::~T J B:.. t.A:1. 1-il S Brd .-ic..:1.• 'J SRI i<i.::n JLD ·.u; 
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A J fa r.r{ l""l::n!::iU :·.J" i.JSi:.. i':·U:: 'J . / 

•llA.'ll ril,E.·H-' ru LuCA,' t .:,U\IJCJ !> All:J.IJ DESC !BEU A'-JD ASCE:hfAIN 

lf .-U. '{Ju-.JG 1A:-J •1E..\I lJ-H.iJ Bf :i • v • Bnl :< I:: CJULD BE "BJB" L . U Jn 

Ir r.. B U:::,1Nt:5S CAr.D CuULi> -iAJI:: Bi:.E. PA55ED J 8( TiAf PE: SJ, r) " 3J3" • 

SUcJEC1 A A D D• 
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MIAMI 04 4-35 PM LRC 

URGENT 5-21-68 LRC 

TO ALL SACS CPLAINTEXT) 

FROM DIRECTOR (44-38861) lP 

MURKIN 

• 

Slli1 BY CODED TELETYPE 

INASMUCH AS RAY IS KNOWN TO STAY AT "FLOPHOUSES" AND 

LOWER CLASS ROOMING HOUSES, ALL OFFICES WILL FURNISH COPY 

OF IDENTIFICATION ORDER REGARDING RAY TO SALVATION ARMY 

AND OTHER CHARITABLE TYPE MISSIONS. 

ALL OFFICES COVERING STATE CAPITALS, IF NOT ALREADY 

DONE, ~JILL AT DRIVERS LICENSE BUREAUS CHECK ALL DRIVERS 

LICENSE APPLICATIONS FOR MONTHS OF APRIL AND MAY, SIXTY­

EIGHT, CONCERNING ALL MALE CAUCASIANS OVER THIRTY YEARS 

OF AGE AND UNDER FIFTY- FIVE YEARS, IN VIEW OF FACT IT IS 

POSSIBLE SUBJECT SECURED DRIVERS LICENSE USING ANOTHER 
~ 

NAME OTHER THAN ALIASES KNOWN . AS RESULT OF REVIEWING 

THESE APPLICATIONS , YOU SHOULD CONDUCT APPROPRIATE INVESTI­

GATION TO DETERMINE IF ANY SUCH INDIVIDUAL IDENTICAL WITH 

SUBJECT . 

END 

RGC 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS . 

FBI MIAMI 

'jL/- l&flf- t ~ f 
SE.tRCHlD ___ _ 1NtlXtO.rj/) 
SERlf.lllEO_-,P}J1EO · ~ 

MAf?i'-1968 
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F'D -36 (Rev, 5-22-64) 

FBI 

i
smit the fo llowing in 

' 

J- TELETYPE 

Date: 5/21/68 
PLAINTEXT 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

URGENT 
(P riority) I 

-------------------------------------5£Nl-BY-009£0-fEl-ff¥PE- -
TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) 

FROII MIAMI (44-1854) 

IIURICIN. CIVIL RIGHTS. 

RE MIAMI TBL TO BUREAU IIAY EIGHTEEN, AND TAIIPA TEL 

TO BUREAU IIAY TWENTY, SIXTYEIGHT. 

RE: SUSPECT JOHN 1BOIIAS BOWLES 

INVESTIGATION AT O0:BCHOBEE, FLA. REFLECTS THAT AIRPLANE 

OWNED BY BOWLES IS A J DASH THREE, TWO PASSDGER CUB WITH 

AN EIGHTYFIVE HORSE POWER MOTOR CAPABLE OF TOP SPUDS AT 

SEVENTYFIVE TO EIGHTY MPH. AIRPLANE HAS APPROXIIIATE THIRTEEN 

GALLON CAPACITY AND BURNS APPROXIIIATILY FIVE GALLONS PER HOUR. 

AIRPLANE HAS NO LIGHTS, RADIO OR NAVIGATIONAL BQUIPIIENT AND 

LANDING FIELD UTILIZED HAS NO LIGHTING FACILITIES. PEOPLE 

JOfODBDGEABLE OF BOWLES' ACTIVITIES OF OPINION BOWLES HAS 

MOT FLOWN ANY FURTHER THAN FROII OKEECHOBEE TO TAMPA, A 

DISTANCE OF ONE HUNDRED TWENTYFIVE MILES. 

1 - Tampa (lnfo) (A.A\) 1 ., Searched ~-'~~·•i /A- Memphis (44-1987) (Info) rAMJ Sertalized _____ __ --"~~ ·-J 

(Q.,,1- Miam,1~ Indexed 

~~;vc ,t/l-1 F1led_J./-_)/ ___ I_/./Pf----~-o___,o/ 

Approved: ~~~_) _ _ ____ _ 
Specia l Agent in Charge 

Sent 
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F'D-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in --------,-------,-------,--,------------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ________ _ 
(Priority) I 

------- ------ - ---- - ------------------------- ----L- - ----- -

JOI 44-1854 

PAGE TIO 

BOWLES' ESTRANGED WIFE ADVISED SHE CHECO:D ON HIS 

ACTIVITIES FOR NIGHT OF APRIL FOUR, SIXTYEIGHT, AND ASCERTAINED 

HE WAS IN O0:ECHOBEE. 

IN VIEW OF ABOVE, BOWLES IS BEING ELIMINATED AS A 

SUSPECT IN THIS IIATTBR. 

TAIIPA AND MBIIPIIIS ADVISED BY All. 

Approved: _ _ ________ _ Sent _ _ _ _ M Per _ _____ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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F'D- 36 (Rev. 5 - 22- 6 4 ) 

FBI 

Date: 5/20/68 

Transmit the following in ----------,-----,------,--,------------1 
( Type in plainte%t or code) 

Via ___ A_I_R_T_E_L ___ _ 
(Priority ) I 

---------------- --------------------------------L------- -

TO: SAC, MI.Alli (44-1854) 

FROM: SAC, IIBIIPHIS (44-1987) (P) 

SUBJBcr : IIUlll If; 
CR 

IIBIIPBIS 00 

Re llia■i letter to lle■phia, 5/14/68, regarding the 
look alike described by llr. R. A. FLIMII«:i, Sanford, Fla. 

Mia■i ahould i■■ediately inatitute investigation to 
locate, identify and eli■inate the look alike deacribed by 
llr. FLEMIHG. 

ARDD AND DAlfGBROUS. 

Ai t J'.)) - Mia■i 
~ - Me■phia 

Te etype __ ' ___ _ 

JCH:■jb 
(4) 

Reg. Ma.a 
Appro-ve_d,_:-_-:..-:._-:..-:_==--+--...,._ ___ _ Sent _ _____ M Per _ _____ _ 

Registered ____ _ 
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0-9 (Rev. ~ -22-6◄ ) 

FBI 

Date: May 21, 1968 
Tronsm it t he follow ing in - - ----------:;;;;::::-:;:--:::.:-;-::-:--:-:--:---..----- --- - ----- -­

(Type in plaintext or code) 

V Airtel 10 __ ..::..;_.;..._.:....:.._:::..._ _______ _ 

(Priority) 

- --··----------------------- --------------------------------------

rr-= 
WRKIN 

All SACs 
LEGATS, Mexico City 

Ottawa 

Director, FBI (44-38861) 

For your information and investigative 
assistance, subject James Earl Ray has been known to 
consort with prostitutes and "street bums." A photograph 
of subject was obtained from a prostitute in Mexico. 
This photograph showing subject wear i ng sunglasses was 
previously forwarded to your office. 

This should be borne in mind in your daily 
contact with informants, officers of v i ce squads and 
prostitutes in covering leads i n connection with this 
and other cases. 

Armed and dangerous. 

SERIAI.IZED _ _.fll[D __ _ 

MAY 2 31968 
FBI-MIAMI 

Sent Via 
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MM 44-1854 
JJM:vo 
1. 

AT MIAMI, FLORIDA 

On May 16, 1968, the Jacksonville Office 
advised that a late model Buick bearing Florida license 
lW 194103 was observed traveling on New York Avenue, 
Washington, D. C. on May 16, 1968, by an individual 
resembling subject. 

On May 17, 1968, ALBERTO VADIA, Executive, 
Pan American Land Development Corporation, 2300 Coral 
Way, Miami, Florida, advised SA JOHN J. MC BREEN that 
the above license was issued for a 1968 Pontiac GTO which 
is owned by him. The oar is presently being used by 
his aon, ALBERT VADIA, JR., 1831 Belmont Road, N.W., 
Apartment 301, Washington, D. C. His son is a Freshman 
student at Catholic University, Washington, D. C. 

Searched 
.-~erialized-=--=--=--=--=--=--=--=--=--=--=--=--=--:.:s::~-'---_-_ 
;ridexed / 

- ------ - -~~ 

1-/-4-/ J>S 1-- - ~6 9 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



5/22/68 

AIRTEL 

'IO: SAC, IIEIIPBIS (44-1987) 

FRait: SAC, MIAMI (44-1854) (P) 

SUBJECT: IIURKIN 
CR 

(00: llemphia) 

Re Miami teletype to WFO with airmail copy 
to Memphis, dated 5/17/68. 

Enclosed tor, the Kemptiia Diviaion are 15 copies 
ot an inser t reflecting information furnished by ALBERTO 
VADIA, Miami, Flor,ida, on 5/17/68. 

l - Memphis (Enc. 15) (BM) 
l - Miami 
JJM:vc 
(3) 

)V 

, ·ctr,:,,11C0 _________ ~-:2J~ 
_,priahzed ________ ....,x.__~ 
11dexed - 78/f 

~tied ____________ ._/ 
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AIRTEL 

IIUBIIR 
ca 

5/22/68 

SAC, IIIAIII («-1854) (P) 

(00: IIEIIPBIS) 

Re lleapbia airtel to llia■i, 5/20/68. 

Referenced a irte 1 requnted llia■i to :fiiiiilidiate lJ 
institute inYNtiption to locate, identifJ and eli■inate 
the look alike described b,: Jlr.. R. :IA. FLEIIDG, Sanford, 
Fla. 

tbe inf or■a t ion • , 1a 
J11N.1 Division. 

nt ion Of lie ■i 
to Bureau and Ta■pa, with air•il lle■ptii.8, 

/14/88 which tbia d ws set e Ta~ 

attent on of lle■pbia la further ected to 
to Burea 5/17/68, with aubcaptian 

rber Shop d, Fla." 

Searched ______ ~~--

~erialtzed _____ t$-,4~U-~~----indexed ____ ~ -:1-'t-flrf-l_ ___ _ 
,ilf'd _____ ____. 
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f"0-36 (Rov. 5-22-6•1) • • 
FBI 

Dote: 5/22/68 

Transmit the following in ________ P_LA_I_N_TE_XT _________ _ 
(J Jpe in plaint ext or code) 

TELETYPE Via ________ _ URGENT 
(Priority) I ________________________________________________ L _______ -

ro DIREC1UR (44-38861), AND SACS, CLEVELAND AND CINCINNATI 

FROII MIAMI (44-1854) 

IIURKIN, CIVIL RIGHTS. 

RE LOS ANGELES TEL ro BUREAU MAY EIGHTEEN AND NINETEEN, 

SIXTYEIGHT, KNOXVILLE TEL ro BUREAU MAY NINETEEN, AND DETROIT 

TEL 'ID BUREAU MAY TWENTY, SIXTYEIGHT. 

FOR INFORMATION OF CINCINNATI AND CLEVELAND, fflE 

"LOS ANGELES TIMES" NEWSPAPER EDI'IDR RECEIVED INFORMATION 

CONCERNING CAPTIONED IIATrER FROII A SOURCE KNOWN AS BOB (LNU). 

A SUMMARY OF A PORTION OF THIS INFO AND INFO DEVELOPED 

SUBSEQUENTLY IS SET FORTH BELOW. 

(ONE) ON mE DAY OF KILLING (APRIL FOUR), RAY SUPPOSEDLY 

MADE TELEPHONE CALLS FROM MEMPHIS 'ID BELLE GLADE, FLA. CALLS 

BELIEVED ro IE MADE FRCIII BUS STATION. RAY SUPPOSEDLY USED 

A TELEPHONE CREDIT CARD ISSUED ro U.S. RUBBER, DETROIT, IN 

1 - Los Angeles (AM) 

- Memphis 
- Miami 

DNJ:vc 
1
.J. 

(3) .AJV 

(AM) 
Searched: ___ ~-=----~t:--
Sertalized __ ~~:.._---t'"r."'i 
lndexed __ ---"lMt-----;-t--;~1'1' 
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F"D-36 (Rev, ~-22-64) , 
FBI 

Dote: 

Transmit the following in ____________________ __: 
(I )pc m plaint ext or code) 

Via ________ -------- ------------l 
(Priority) I 

- -----------------------------------------------L------- -

MM 44-1854 

PAGE TlfO 

NAME OF (FNU) RIDELL OR ROBERT BRINKLEY. RIDELL SUPPOSEDLY 

RESIDES HARBOR WOODS, MICH. SOME CALLS ON CARD REPORTEDLY 

MADE FROM MEMPHIS 10 BELLE GLADE, FLA. 

(TWO) ON NIGHT OF APRIL FOUR, RAY SUPPOSEDLY DRIVEN 

TO KANSAS CITY BY ONE EDDIE WILBURN OF HUNTSVILLE, ALA. 

nIE FOLLOWING DAY AT DUSK, RAY ALLEGEDLY WAS FLOWN 10 BELLE 

GLADE, FLA. IN A PRIVATE PLANE OWNED BY A WILLIAM PIERCE, 

A WEAL'fflY MAN WHO SUPPOSEDLY OWNS OR OPERATES AN AIRPORT 

IN BELLE GLADE AND WHO ONCE OWNED A CONTRACTING FIRM IN CUBA. 

PIERCE ALSO ALLEGEDLY OWNS A MOTEL AND COTTAGES IN BELLE 

GLADE OR THE OKEECHOBEE, FLA. AREA. PIERCE ALSO SUPPOSEDLY 

FLYES OFTEN ro NEW ORLEANS AND KNOWS JIii GARRISON. (SUBSEQUPT 

INVESTIGATION MIAMI DIVISION HAS FAILED 10 DEVELOP ANY 

WILLIAM PIERCE, AS DESCRIBED ABOVE.) 

RAY SUPPOSEDLY STAYED IN A MOl'ZL OR COTTAGE, LOCATION 

NOT INDICATED, AND ON APRIL ELEVEN, WAS TAKEN OUT TO SEA 

FROM KEY WEST, FLA. BY ONE BEN 'nIOMPSON AND SUPPOSEDLY MAY 

NOW BE IN CUBA. (SUBSEQUENT INVESTIGATION MIAMI DIVISION 

Approved: _________ _ Sent ----·•-M Per _____ _ 
Special Agent in Charge 
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F'D-36 (Rev . ~- 22-64) , 
FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in ____________________ __. 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ________ _ 

(Priority) I 
________________________________________________ L _______ -

MM 44-1854 

PAGE THREE 

FAILED 'IO VERIFY ABOVE.) 

LOS ANGELES DEVELOPED INFORMATION THAT A FRANK 

BRICKLEY AND ROBERT BRICKLEY, BROTHERS, AND POSSIBLY A 

SAM LEWIS, WHO ARE EX-CONVICTS AND HEAVY DRINKERS, MAY 

POSSIBLY BE INVOLVED IN FURNISHING THIS INFORMATION TO --"LOS ANGELES TIMES," OR BE THE SUBJECTS OF INFORMATION 

FURNISHED TO THE "TIMES." 

THE KNOXVILLE OFFICE DEVELOPED INFORMATION THAT FRANK 

BRICKLEY MAY BE FRANK WILLIAM BRICKLEY AKA WILLIAM ROY 

BRICKLEY, WILLIAM FRANKLIN BRICKLEY, WILLIAM FRANK BRICKLEY, 

WILLIAM ROY BUCKLEY, BILL ROBERT SHAW, BILL SHAW, BILLY 

SHAW, BILL R. SHAW, FBI NO. ONE NINE SEVEN SEVEN NINE SIX C, 

ORIGINALLY FROM CHATl'ANOOGA, TENN. AND WHO HAS AN EXTENSIVE 

CRIMINAL RECORD. HE WAS LAST KNOWN '00 HAVE BEEN IMPRISONED 

AT TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA AND WAS RELEASED JAN. SIXTEEN, 

SIXTYSEVEN, UPON COMPLETION OF SENTENCE. TERRE HAUTE PRISON 

NO. TWO THREE SIX FOUR TWO DASH TII. 

BRICKLEY DESCRIBED AS WMA, BORN 

Approved: ___ ______ _ Sent _ _____ M Per------
Special Agent in Charge 
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PAGE FOUR 

TENN. OR VICINITY. HEIGHT FIVE FT. EIGHT INCHES, ONE FORTY 

TO ONE FORTYFIVE LBS., (IN NINETED SIXTYTHREE), EYES BROWN, 

HAIR BROWN, DIii TATTOO LEFT UPPER ARM. 

INVESTIGATION AT DETROIT, MICH. INDICATES TIIAT R.H. 

MC KAY, INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS IIANAGER, US RUBBER, DETROIT, 

ADVISED THIS DATE THAT INTERNAL CATERING FOR THAT COMPANY 

IS DONE BY RIDDELL INDUSTRIAL CATERERS. THAT COIIPANY IS 

OWNED BY H. ROBERTSON "ROBERT" BRINKER AND HIS FATHER H. V. 

BRINKER. 

~ ROBERTSON BRINKER, SIX ONE ROSLYN, GROSSE POINTE SHORES, 

MICH. ADVISED HE HOLDS AT&T CREDIT CARD NUMBER J EIGHT EIGHT 

ONE DASH ZERO ZERO FOUR SEVEN DASH ZERO EIGHT THREE WHICH 

IS MADE OUT TO ROBERTSON BRINKER. THE RIDDELL CATERING COMPAIIY 

DOES NOT HAVE A PHONE AND 'fflERE IS NO CREDIT CARD IN THE 

NAME OF TIIAT COMPANY OR IN 'fflE NAME OF RIDDELL. 

ROBERTSON BRINKER SAID NEITHER HE NOR ANYONE ELSE HAS 

USED HIS TELEPHONE CREDIT CARD FOR ANY PHONE CALLS FRCJI 

IIEMPHIS. HE IS NOT ACQUAINTED WITH FRANK OR ROBERT BRICKLEY 

AND HE COULD 

Approved: __________ _ Sent _ _ _ _ M Per _ ____ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 
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Wl'ffl HIS POSSESSING A TELEmONE CREDIT CARD OR WITH HIS 

CONNECTION ro THE RIDDELL CATERING COMPANY. 

H.V. BRINKER, .ROBERTSON'S FA'l'HER, ADVISED nlAT WHILE 

HE WAS IN BOCA RA'OON, FLORIDA FROM MARCH ONE 1HROUGH APRIL 

ONE LAST, HE TRADED AT A SUNOCO SERVICE STATION AT THE 

CORNER OF U.S. ONE AND PALM AIRE, BOCA RATON, FLORIDA. HE 

WAS IMPRESSED WITH THE EFFICIENCY OF A YOUKi WHITE MALE AT 

'l'HE STATION. THE YOUNG MAN TOLD HIii HE HAD A BROTHER IN 

CLEVELAND IN THE TAILORING BUSINESS AND 'IHAT BE WOULD 

LIKE ro IIOVE BACK TO 11HE IIIDUST TO BE NEAR BIS BROTHER. 

( MR. BRINKER TOLD 'IHE YOUNG MAN HE RAN A CATERING SERVICE 

FOR U.S. RUBBER IN DETROIT AND SHOULD HE EVER WANT A JOB TO 

CALL BIii OR Bl S SON ROBERT. BE GA VE THE YOUNG IIAN ONE OF 

BIS BUSINESS CARDS WHICH READS, "RIDDELL FACTORY CATERING 

COMPANY, INDUSTRIAL CATERERS." HE COULD NOT REMEMBER IF 

HE WROTE ROBERT'S NAME ON 'IHE CARD FOR THE BOY BUT WAS SURE 

HE 'IDLD BIii ROBERT'S NAIIE AND 'fflAT THEY CATERED FOR U.S. 

RUBBER. 

Approved: _________ _ Sent ----,-- M Per _____ _ 
Special Agent in Charge 
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/ THE PRECEEDING WAS THE ONLY EXPLANATION EITHER BRINKER 

COULD OFFER FOR THE INFORKANT KNOWING ABOUT A TELEPHONE 

CREDIT CARD IN THE NAME "ROBERT BRINKLEY" AND BRINKLEY'S 

CONNECTION WITH RIDDELL CATERING. BOTH EMPHATICALLY DENIED 

HAVING EVER LOST THEIR CREDIT CARDS OR LETTING ANOTHER 

PERSON USE THEM. 

INVESTIGATION AT BOCA RATON, FLA. INDICATES THERE IS 

A SUNOCO SERVICE STATION AT THE INTERSECTION OF U.S. ONE 

AND ROYAL PALK ROAD OPERATED BY BERNARD IRELAND, JR. NO 

PALM AIRE ROAD EXISTS IN BOCA RATON. IRELAND ADVISED THAT 

HE EMPLOYED AN INDIVIDUAL NAMED DALE WHI'11lAN FOR A FEW 

WEEKS IN MARCH AND POSSIBLY EARLY APRIL, SIXTYEIGHT. WHI'lllAN'S 

MO'fflER, MRS. GORDON YOST, LOCATED TROPIC GARDEN TRAILER PARK, 

SOUTH FEDERAL HIGHWAY, BOCA RATON, AND ADVISED HER SON 

DEPARTED SOUTH FLORIDA AREA FOR THE MIDDLE WEST OlfJMAY SEVEN, 

LAST. HE TOLD YOST AT THAT TIME HE WAS GOING 10 SEEK 

EMPLOYMENT ELSEWHERE AS THE JOB OPPORTUNITIES IN SOUTH 

FLORIDA WERE FEW. WHITMAN HAS NO BROTHERS. WHI111AN TOOK 

MOST OF HIS PERSONAL EFFECTS WITH HIM AND THOSE; HE LEFT 

Approved: _________ _ Sent ______ M Per------
Special Agent in Charge 
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BEHIND YOST HAS SINCE fflROWN AWAY. 

WBI11AAN HAS THREE UNCLES RESIDING IN OHIO WHO MAY 

KNOW HIS CURRENT WHEREABOUTS, ACCORDING TO HIS MOTHER: BYRD 

JAY LANE, FIVE ZERO NINE FOUR KUSZMAUL AVE., WARREN, OHIO, 

EMPLOYED BY GENERAL MO'OORS, ROBERT LANE, ADDRESS UNKNOWN, 

WARREN, OHIO, EMPLOYED BY GENERAL MOTORS, AND NOAH LANE, 

COLUMBUS, OHIO, ADDRESS AND EMPLOYMENT UNKNOWN. BYRD JAY 

LANE DOULD KNOW ADDRESSES OF ROBERT LANE AND NOAH LANE. 

CLEVELAND, AT WARREN , OHIO, ATI'EMPI' TO LOCATE DALE 

WHI111AN THROUGH UNCLES BYRD JAY LANE AND ROBERT LANE AND 

THEREAFTER INTERVIEW WHITMAN OR SET FORTH LEADS TO HAVE 

WHI'DIAN INTERVIEWED FOR ANY INFORMATION HE HAS REGARDING 

FRANK OR BOB BRICK.LEY, EDDIE WILBURN, WILLIAM PIERCE, BEN 

THOMPSON OR SAIi LEWIS, AND ALL INFORMATION SET FORTH 
1 ABOVE. DETERMINE D RE COULD BE BOB (LNU) AND IF HE RECALLS 

CONVERSATION WITH H.V. BRINKER AT SUNOCX> STATION IN BOCA 

RA'OON, FLA. AND IF HE HAS BUSINESS CARD OF BRINKER IN HIS 

POSSESSION OR IF HE COULD HAVE PASSED BUSINESS CARD OF 

BRINKER ON TO ANYONE WHO COULD BE BOB (LNU). 

Approved: _______ __ _ Sent ___ _ M Per _____ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



F'D•36 (Rev. 5-22-64) , 
FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in ______________________ _. 
(1 )pe in plarnt~.tl or code) 

Via ________ _ 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L-------
IOI 44-1854 

PAGE EIGHT 

CINCINNATI, AT COLUMBUS, OHIO, LOCATE NOAH LANE AND 

CONDUCT SAME INVESTIGATION AS SET FORTH FOR THE CLEVELAND 

DIVISION. 

MEMPHIS AND IOS ANGELES ADVISED BY AM. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

Approved: __________ _ Sent ___ _ 
Special Agent in Charge 

M Per ______ _ 
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TO 

~i,(H,MN0.10 
MA\' 11G: KOITION 
GSA o,p.,,. l" aw) 101-11.• • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
• 

DATE: 5/22/68 

PROM SA RI CHARD B. KELLOGG 

SUl3JECT: MURKIN 

l 
ID10 .. . o01 

CR 

Re telephone call fro■ Sup~rvisor HUNTER HELGESON, 
SOG, 5/16/68 concerning lead to contact Dr. RUTH TURRELL, Nort~ 
Palm Beach,Fla., re possible suspect this utter known to her. 
Dr. TURRELL bad 11entioned in a letter DID to her nephew, PBI 
Lab. Asst. JAMES M. WOIF, a patient of her who resembled RAY. 

On 10/17/68 Dr. RUTH TURRELL, 928 Shor• Drive, Nortb 
Palm Beach, Florida, advised SA RICHARD B. KELLOGG that in her 
letter to her nephew, JAMES WOLF, she did not mean to indicate 
the patient she had in mind resembles RAY physically, as he doe, 
not, but only that the patient is psychologically capable of 
anything, and could have killed Dr. KING. Dr. TURRELL said when 
that person first contacted her, in her capacity as a marriage 
counselor, he gave the name FRANK MARCUS but later tolc:llier bis 
na•e is really FRANK BENSCOTER. His wife's name was ALETA. She 
described BENSCOTER aa about six feet tall, heavy or medi1a1 
heavy build, who claims to be 31 but looks more like 41. She 
said he had dark hair and his right eye seemed to stray off 
or always point in the Salle direction. She said he doe• not 
resemble any of the photographs of RAY, and from inforaation 
furnished her by BENSCOTER and his wife, they were e i ther just 
arriving in West Palm Beach, Florida, or enroute from St. Louie, 
Mo., to West Palm Baacb on 4/4/68. 

Teletype sent to Bureau re this 5/17/68. 

1 - Nia111i 

RBK/rbk 

sr.~RCHm l~OcXED & 
SERIAUZm Rf' r , / . 

~IAY 2 31968 
fb - Ml,.,MI 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Re1,11larly on the Payro Savings Plan 
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Rou ti ng Slip 
0 - 7 (f'li,v ,f- 3J.- G 7) (Copies to Officos Chockod) -TO: SAC, 

D 1111,,my 
C7 A ll,uquorque 
D Anchora go 
D Atlanta 
D Baltlmorc 
D Bi rmingham 
D Boston 
D Bu ffa lo 
D But t e 
D Charlollc 
D Chlc aqo 
D Cincinnati 
D Clovoland 
D Col umbia 
D Dallas 
D Denv er 
D Detroit 
D El Paso 
D Honolulu 

D Houc lon 
D lndlanapol le ,_-J Jackson 
D Jo'c kson v lllo 
D Kansas Clly 
D Knoxville 
0 Los Veqaa 
D Little Roc k 
0 Las Angclca 
CJ Louisville 
D Memphis 
~ Miami 

B Milwaukee 
Minneapolis 

D Mobi le 
D N.,wark 
D New Haven 
D New Orison■ 

REt MURKIN 

D N"w Yo rk C lly 
D No rfolk 
D Ok lnho ma C lly 
D Omaha 
D Philadelphia 
D Pho<>nlx 
D Pl lleburq h 
D Portland 
D Richmond 
D S t, Louis 
D Sa ll Lake Ci ty 
D San Anto n io 
D San Diego 
D San F"ranclsco 
D San J uan 
D Savannah 
D Seattle 
D Spring field 

Cl Tampu 
CJ Wnshlnglon Field 
D Ounn llco 

TO LEGAT1 
D Bern 
D Bonn 

§ Bueno s Aires 
Honq Konq 
Londo n 

D Mantia 
D Mexico , D.F, 
D O tt awa 
D Parl B 
D Rome 
D Santo Dom lnqo 
D Tokyo 

Date 5-22-68 

PUBLICITY ON REWARDS OFFERED 

sr~RCHED~DWJJn_ 
D For Info rma ti on D ::/1:~~~n D :c l~A'tfl~te 'Pur~Y/--4----
0 The enclosed Is fo r you r In forma tion . If aed In MP.i)'u ,$pl~~~ cone a l 

all sources, D paraph rase conten t s . FBI - MIAMI 

D Enclosed ore corrected pages from report o 
do t ed 

Remark5: ReBulet 5-20-68. 

In the event of inquiries regarding the identity of 
the sources of the reward money offered in the Murkin case, 
you may confidentially advise established sources that ac­
cording to a compilation set forth in the April 27th edition 
of the "Commercial Appeal," Memphis, Tennessee, 
$25,000 each has been offered by the "Commerc,ial Appeal" 
and Scripps-Howard newspapers and that in addition, 
businessmen and citizens in Memphis have offered several 
thousands more and the Memphis City Council has under­
wrri.tien the reward up to a total of $100,000. 

Bufllo 

Urflle 
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FD-302 (Rev • ..C-15-64) 
r 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date _ _ 5_/_8_/_6_8 _____ _ 

HAZEL v. PEACOCK, 608 Hancock, Okeechobee, 
Florida, appeared at the office of the Fort Pierce 
Resident Agency of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI), and furnished the following information: 

She is employed as a secretary at the Guidance 
Center of the Okeechobee School for Boys, Okeechobee, 
Florida. 

At midnight, April 4, 1968, she received a 
collect telephone call from her ex-fiancee, DONALD 
JACKSON CARPENTER, from Birmingham, Alabama, advising 
that he and TERRANCE ALVIN SMITH were on the run and 
involved in the death of MARTIN LUTHER KING. Because 
of the nature of the call she made notes shortly 
thereafter of the conversation which are as follows: 

She explained that the initials "D. c.u 
stood for DONALD CARPENTER, "T.A.So" stood for 
TERRANCE ALVIN SMITH, and "Mo L. K" stood for 
MARTIN LUTHER KING. She also explaimi that the statements 
in quotes were made by CARPENTER. 

"Phone call at 12 midnight 4 April from 
Birmingham (collect) from D. c. (T. A. s. w/him, 
could hear him in background. I think one other 
man). 

"Stated, 'We're on the run'. Why? - 'Haven't 
you been watching TV?' No- 'You mean you haven't 
heard the news?' No - 'Well - M.L.K. is dead'. 
Oh, Nol What do you mean? --

"We did it. 
don't mean this. 

They're hot on our ass. You 
Don't kid me about this! 

"Can you hide us out for a couple of weeks? 

5/~8 Fort Pierce, Florida Miami 44-1854
1 

- '/~ On _______ at _______________ File#-----------''--~(&7'---'-~lf-'--

SA ONALD TODD and 
HAROLD K. PARSON/RT:bab 

hY-------- - --+W.it---------- - Date dictate...__ _________ _ 
5/6/68 

This document contoi ns neither recommendotions nor conclusions of the FBI. II is the properly of the FBI ond is looned to your ogency: 

it ond its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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"I don't know - No - Oh, I guess so. 

"Do you know what you'd be charged with if we 
were found there? Yes, nothing. I don't believe 
you. Where are you? 

"Birmingham - the cops went off to the north, 
but we're here, okay. 

"When are you coming? Tomorrow night late. 
We get our money in Dothan, no, outside of Dothan 
(He was corrected as to location by TAS)""'"l'omorrow 
(5 April) and then we'll come to Gkeechobee. 

"You are serious, aren't you? How much is a 
job like tliTi worth on the market today? $100,000, 
split two ways. 

"How could you do this? 

"We need the money. 

"It isn't worth it . How will you, an old Ga. 
boy, explain all that sudden wealth? You're crazy. 

"Don't worry about it. lfhy is your voice shaking? 
I'm scared for you - I'm skaking all over. 

"Us too. TERRY thought he missed. He (IILK) 
leaned over just as he fired, but he got him. He's 
dead. 

"I still can't believe all this. 

"Well, go to sleep. 
Let us do the worrying. 
be so slick." 

I'll be there tomorrow night. 
I can't believe we could 

She stated that they did not come to see her 
nor have they contacted her since this telephone call. 
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She said she first met CARPENTER on 
January 23, 1968, through a mutual friend, SUSAN 
MOREIAND, who works for the United Telephone Company 
in Okeechobee, Florida. At the time he was working 
for the Power Engineering Company in Okeechobee. He 
was closely associated with JIM O'NEAL who also worked 
for Power Engineering. CARPENTER suddenly left town 
on February 25, 1968, with a Mr. BARNES. They were 
allegedly going to Tampa, Florida, to see the head man 
of Union IBEW 102. CARPENTER never returned to Okeechobee 
although she subsequently talked to him several times 
by telephone. On or about February 11, 1968, she called 
him at the home of his ex-wife, Mrs. VIRGIL SALTER, in 
Americus, Georgia, telephone number 924-5133, and he 
advised thathe was working for the Continental Telephone 
Company, Gray, Georgia. In the latter part of February 
he called from Terre Haute, Indiana, arouGd two or three 
A.M., and advised that he had flown there with a friend 
and was snowed in. On either March 8 or 11, 1968, he 
called and advised that a friend of his by the name of 
TERRY SMITH was coming to Okeechobee, Florida, and would 
look her up. SMITH was also supposed to be working for 
Continental Telephone in Gray, Georgia. That was the 
first she had ever heard of TERRY SMITH. 

TERRANCE ALVIN SMITH arrived at her apartment 
on March 20, 1968, accompanied by a hippie he had picked 
up in Tallahassee, Florida, by the name of BOB THIBODEAU, 
a French - Canadian. THIBODEAU left Okeechobee the 
following day. SMI'ffl stayed in her three bedroom apartment 
until mid-afternoon March 25, 1968. He rarely left the 
apartment and was only gone for short periods. On Saturday 
night, March 23, 1968, he left the apartment carrying a 
black Samsonite attache case. He left at about 8 PM and 
did not return until almost 1:00 AM. She stated that he 
was almost hysterical and he mentioned something about 
almost being caught or that a witness had almost seen him. 
He had been drinking; however, he was at ckunk. She said 
she recalled the initial "R" being on each side of the 

..3 
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handle of the briefcase. SMITH left Okeechobee sanetime 
between 2 PM and 5 PM while she was at work. She 
said when she returned home shortly after 5 PM she 
found a note he had left her which is as follows: 

''HAZEL, 

"I had to split the scene. I knew I would as 
soon as my assignment was finished, but once you're 
in you're in and no way out until they are finished 
with you. I never know how long I'll be in one 
place but I knew this would be a short trip but 
I couldn't say anything. I wish I could be here 
to see your face when (don juan) DON arrives but it 
was impossible. I'm sure youwill be very happy 
(but for how long). Never base your happiness on 
the future, only excitement comes from thinking 
of the future; happiness is the present, but----­
who knows the future? A person can talk himself 
into believing anything or thinking it possible 
unless he asks why? or how? I have my own thoughts 
about you and DON, there are many things I could 
say and tell you because I've seen it happen time 
and time again but maybe it will be different 
this time, only time will tell as always. I'm 
not trying to discourage you but stop wishing and 
start doing, keep your self-confidence it will always 
pull you through. 

"I'll contact you within a week to see what 
happen. Well, good-bye, wish I could take you 
with me to see the many wonders of the world, in 
actions, --------people. 

"A thought ••••• 

/s/ "A friend, 

"TS 
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"Life can be very short, live it for 
yourself, don't sacrifice your feeling for something 
unless you have the ace. 

"Atlas Shrugged" 
JOHN GALT speaking --

"Happiness is not to be achieved at 
the command of emotional whims. Happiness is 
not the satisfaction of whatever irrational 
wishes you might blindly attempt to indulge. 
Happiness is a state of non-contradictory joy -
a joy without penalty or guilt, a joy that does 
not clash with any of your values and does not work 
for your own destruction, not the joy of escaping 
from your mind, but of using your mind's fulliest 
power, not the joy of falsing reality, but of-achieving 
values that are real, not the joy of a drunkard, 
but of a producer. Happiness is possible only to 
a rational man, the man who desires nothing but 
rational goals, seeks nothing but rational values, 
and finds his joy in nothing but rational actions." 

She said he was an avid reader and enjoyed James 
Bond type novels. She recalled that one of the main 
characters in one of the novels was called ERIC. She 
said his favorite novel was "Atlas Shrugged" and he often 
quoted the main character, JOHN GALT. 

She received a call from CARPENTER on March 29th 
and he described how he was going to help SMITH do a little 
job outside of Atlanta. Apparently they were going to kill 
a former member of their group whom they thought might 
talk. CARPENTER described how he could be electrocuted 
without causing any suspicions. It was at this time 
CARPENTER mentioned that he had a briefcase like SMITH's 
with the initial "R" on each side of the handle. She 
said she believed he was calling from Gray, Georgia. 
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MM 44-1854 

She furnished the following description of 
CARPENTER: 

SMITH: 

Name 
Sex 
Race 
Nationality 
Date of birth 

Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 
Occupation 
Education 
Parents 

DONALD JACKSON CARPENTER 
Male 
White 
American 

(She 
records 

say 1941) 
5t9 - 10" 
180 pounds 
Dark brown 
Blue (bloodshot) 
Welder 
Attended schools in Leslie, Ga. 
Mother - ALICE CARPENTER, 
Leslie, Ga. 
Father - Deceasedo 

She furnished the following description of 

Name 
Sex 
Race 
Nationality 
Date of birth 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 
Speech 

Occupation 

Education 

Parents 

TERRANCE ALVIN SMITH 
Male 
White 
American 

6' 
172 
Sandy 
Blue - gray 
Spoke with strong southern 
accent. 
Communications and electronics 
worker 
Attended schools in 
Marianna, Fla. 
Father - Name unknown; 
operates Smith Servicenter 
in Marianna, Fla. 
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F'0.2fl3 (Rev. 3-8-67) • • 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

.. ll l"0III TING o..-FICE OF'FIClt OF' ORIGIN 0ATE INVESTIGATI V E PEAIO O 

MIAMI IIEIIPBIS 5/23/68 4/9 - 5/22/68 
TITLE OF CASE R EPOR T M A OE IIV TV P IE0 av 

DAVm B. JELLISON 
JAIIES EARL RAY, aka - CHAUCTE R OF CASE 
FOOITIVE; 
DR• Ma\Jrl' IM LOTBER KING, JR. 
(Deceased) - VICTIM 

UFERBBCES: 

CIVIL RIGHTS 

Bureau airtel to all SACs and Lepta, dated 
5/7/68. 
Miaai airtel to lleaphis, 5/16/68. 
Mtl■pbis airte: v _.U.■1, 5/20/68. 

• Ao11,'1sTRATIVE • 

In accordance with Bureau instructions, all leads 
in this case are being handled within 24 hours and all leads 
are being aet forth by telephone, teletype and airtel. 

jth 

An infor•tion copy of this report is being furn ished 
the Birain1haa Office in view of the fact that the Bureau 
advised all offices by teletype dated April 7, 1968, to furnish 
results of investip.tion to the Bureau, Meaphis and Birainghaa. 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED V•HIA ACQUIT• C A SE HAS IIEEN1 

C:Qp,I V I C. AUTO, F'UG. FINES SAVINGS l'Ut COVE 1111 £9 TALS 
PEN DING OV£111 O NIE V E AR Ov 1u ONo 
P EN DI NG P R OS£CUTION 

0 VIIA SI X MON Tl-IS Ovu O N o 

- V/L- SPE C IAL AGENT 
A P,. R0VEn.- IN CHARGE 

DO HOT WRITE IM SPACES BELOW 

c o 111 11• MADI 
.,, 

1/~1 I1P51f I ~ 1,,, / '7 
2 - Bureau (44-38861) (RJI) " 
2 - lleaphia (44-1987) (RII) ~ ~arched 

~ 2 - Kanaaa City (RII) s ~~:~f~ c!} Bir■ingbaa (44-1740) (Inf11 

MU■{ M l85•) F led 

Dl sHmlnotlon Reco1/fof Attache d Report Ho tot Iona 

A&cncy II 
Request Recd. 

Date 1- wd. 
-
How fwd. 

!L 
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All potential bo■bing suspects in the Miami 
Division were eliminated as being identical with subject, 
through physical observation and the fact their whereabouts 
were known at the ti■e of the co-ission of the cri■e. 

• INFORMANTS • 

In accordance with the instructions set out in 
Bureau teletype tQ all SACs, dated April 22, 1968, and 
Memphis airtel to Knoxville, dated April 7, 1968, all 
cri■inal inforunts and appropriate racial and security 
infor•nts were contacted relative to any infor•tion 
concerning this •tter. 

By teletype dated April 26, 1968, the Bureau 
advised that on February 26, 1965, the Los Angeles "Herald 
Examiner" stated in effect that KEITH D. GILBERT, a 
Minute•n, had dyna■ite, was a racist, and was a threat to 
the life of MARTIN L11rBER KING. 

The sa■e co-unication stated that on March 5, 
1965, D 607-R advised that EARL LINDER, 2521 N. W. 23rd 
Street, Miami, told hia that they would not ■ake the sa■e 
mistake again and next tiae a high powered rifle would be 
used on KING. 

By teletype dated April 29, 1968, the Mia■i Office 
advised the Bureau and Memphis as follows: 

IRA DAVID HAWTHORNE, JR. (for■er MM 1081-R), who 
resides directly behind EARL LINDER in Kia■i, was contacted 
April 26, 1968, and April 29, 1968. Be advised he has 
al■ost daily contact with LINDER, who has not expressed 
any unusual interest in or knowledge of KING's death. Be 
said LINDER has not taken any recent extended trips fro■ 
the Mia■i area and there has been no unusual activity 
around LINDER's home. Re said LINDER's main interest 
presently seems to center around a "conservative church 
group" fro■ South Carolina. Be said LINDER is getting 
old, not in good health, and appears to have soae financial 
proble■s and therefore his activities have been limited. 

B. 

• COVER PAGE • 
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