44-1854

Name

Sex

Race
Nationality
Date of birth

Height
Weight
Hair

Eyes
Occupation
Education
Parents

SMITH:

Name
Sex

Race
Nationality
Date of birth
Height
Weight

Hair

Eyes

Speech

Occupation
Education
Parents

She furnished the following description of

DONALD JACKSON CARPENTER
Male

White

Americ

(She
said his service records
say 1941)

5'9 - 10"

180 pounds

Dark brown

Blue (bloodshot)

Welder

Attended schools in Leslie, Ga.
Mother - ALICE CARPENTER,
Leslie, Ga.

Father - Deceased.

She furnished the following description eof

TERRANCE ALVIN SMITH
Male
White

P

172

Sandy

Blue - gray

Spoke with strong southern
accent,

Communications and electronics
worker

Attended schools in
Marianna, Fla.

Father - Name unknown;
operates Smith Servicenter
in Marianna, Fla.

bl
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5/16/68

AIRTEL
T0: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)
FROM: SAC, MIAMI (44-1854) (P)
SUBJECT: MURKIN

CIVIL RIGHTS

(00: Memphis)

Re Bureau airtel to all SACs and Legats dated
5/1/68.

Enclosed * the Memphis Division under separate
cover are 54 estigative inserts, fifteen each,
reflecting investigation conducted by the Division

I. DANCING STUDIOS

11, THERMO-SEAL LAUNDRY MACHINE MARKS

III. EFFORTS TO LOCATE WALTER LOHMEYER THROUGH JOHN B.
SWIFT, TAVERNIER, FLORIDA

Iv. CHECKING VIN FOR RE-REGISTRATION FOR 1967
WHITE MUSTANG

v. REVIEW OF ARRIVING AND Mm
AND TO FOREIGN PORTS, m

LOCAL AGENCY CHECKS MIAMI DIVISION

Cb- m (l-. 54) (Rm)

IJ tn
(5)
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MM 44-1854

VII.

VIII.

IX.

X.

XI.!

XII.

XIII.

X1v.

REVIEW OF EASTERN AIRLINES RECORDS FOR
FLIGHTS DEPARTING ATLANTA APRIL 4, 1968 -
APRIL 12, 1968

UNIDENTIFIED LATENT FINGERPRINT CHECKS AT
POLICE DEPARTMENTS AND SHERIFF'S OFFICE

IN THE MIAMI DIVISION AGAINST THE FINGERPRINTS
OF JAMES EARL RAY

INVESTIGATION REGARDING LONG DISTANCE TELEPHONE
CALLS MADE FROM THE TELEPHONE BOOTHS IN THE
ST. FRANCIS HOTEL, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

Max Mendelson was interviewed in this regard and
investigation was conducted at the Holy Cross
Hospital, Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, in this regard.

INVESTIGATION REGARDING JAMES EUGENE GAULT WHOSE
DATE OF BIRTH IS JULY 20, 1931, THE SAME DATE OF
BIRTH USED BY SUSPECT ERIC STARVO GALT.

INVESTIGATION REGARDING GUY E. RAY AT MIAMI,
FLORIDA, AND FLORENCE, ALABAMA

DISSEMINATION OF IDENTIFICATION ORDERS AND WANTED
FLYERS OF SUBJECT TO AIRLINES, CAR RENTAL AGENCIES,
U. S. IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE,

U. S. PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE, LOCAL AUTHORITIES
AND VARIOUS OTHER FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL AGENCIES
AT POINTS OF EXIT AND ENTRY TO THE COUNTRY

INVESTIGATION LOCATING FORMER OWNER, AMACKER MOTORS,
MIAMI, FLORIDA, WHERE JAMES EARL RAY PURCHASED A
VEHICLE IN 1954,

INVESTIGATION REGARDING MICHEL ST. PIERRE AND
A CADILLAC BEARING VIN F7112795 STOLEN IN
MONTREAL, CANADA, AUGUST 21, 1967

INVESTIGATION REGARDING TERRENCE ALVIN SMITH AND
DONALD JACKSON CARPENTER WHO JOKINGLY TOLD HAZEL
PEACOCK, A GIRL FRIEND OF CARPENTER, THAT THEY HAD
KILLED MARTIN LUTHER KING.
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MM 44-1854

XvI. INVESTIGATION AT HIPPY HANGOUTS MIAMI DIVISION

XVII. INVESTIGATION OF SUBSCRIBER TO TELEPHONE NUMBER
813-657-3181, IMMOKALEE, FLORIDA, CALLED FROM
A TELEPHONE BOOTH ON TEXAS INTERSTATE HIGHWAY
TEN, VIDOR, TEXAS, BETWEEN DECEMBER 15-17, 1967

XVIiII. INVESTIGATION REGARDING DONALD STOUT WHO ALLEGEDLY
PRESENCE OF STEWART LINDH, A HITCHHIKER

XIX. INVESTIGATION REGARDING JAMES HARVEY WHITE AT

FT. LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA, WHO ALLEGEDLY HAD INQUIRED

OF A KU KLUX KLAN OFFICIAL IN 1966 HOW MUCH
MONEY THEY WOULD PAY TO KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING.

XX. INVESTIGATION AT MIAMI, FLORIDA, IN EFFORTS TO
LOCATE PAULA SIMONE GALT THROUGH IMMIGRATION
AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE RECORDS

XXI. INVESTIGATION AT PALM SPRINGS, FLORIDA REGARDING
PAUL ALVIN LAIL, WHO SERVED TIME IN THE MISSOURI
STATE PENITENTIARY WITH JAMES EARL RAY

XXI1I. LOOK-ALIKES

All potential bombing suspects in the Miami
Division were eliminated as being identical with subject
through physical observation and the fact their whereabouts
were known at the time of the commission of the erime.

in accordance with the instructions set out in
Bureau teletype to all SACs dated 4/22/68 and Memphis airtel
to Knoxville dated 4/7/68, all criminal informants and
te racial and security informants were contacted
tive to any information conceraning this matter.

With regard to BOB MC GOWAN, an individual
who was previously used by the Miami Office concerning Klan
activities and racial matters, it is being left to the

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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i OPTIONAL FORM HO. 10 & 5010-108 SUPERVISURS_¢
55 08 488, 1o: 37 MM AGENTS_ &7

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT RA'SZ AL/
M d CLERKS
| STENOS
emoranaum e e
w L MEMO, ALL AGENTS DATE:  5/16/68
FROM | :

SAC F. A. FROHBOSE
(%

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Reference is made to previous memo to all Agents
relative to this matter, setting forth all background information.

The Bureau has advised that it has been developed
'subject spent a considerable sum of money from 4/23/67 to 4/4/68,
'‘and that the source of this money has not been determined. Conse-
‘quently the Bureau has instructed that subject’s photograph be
displayed to all appropriate witnesses in unsolved bank robberies
and bank burglaries, in those instances where witnesses are
available. Additionally, requests should be made of police
departments to display subject's photograph to witnesses in
their unsolved robberies.

The Bureau has also pointed out the possibility that
‘the subject may have died since the commission of this crime.
In this connection, the Bureau has instructed that all law
enforcement agencies be alerted to the fact that subject's
fingerprints should be compared with all unidentified dead
persons located from the period beginning 4/5/68 to date.

All Agents having unsolved bank robberies and/or
other cases in which it would be appropriate, are requested
to display subject's photograph to witnesses. In addition,
Agents having liaison with local law enforcement agencies should
assure that they are requested to display subject's photograph in
connection with their unsolved robberies and additionally, that
all fingerprints of unknown dead are compared with fingerprints
of subject RAY,

The Bureau further pointed out that in connection with
covering leads in this matter, it should be borne in mind that
prior to departing Los Angeles in March, 1968, the subject made
several telephone calls to country clubs in an effort to obtain
employment as a bartender.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS ., /4{5}L(ﬂg5§tg

SEARCth
/@ 44-1854 el W ﬁﬂ
/ - All Agents
HAN:jth B
’éﬂﬁzagsmzl_éij
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TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

: @- Miami i /Qﬁ ‘g/

010-108-01

BET @) &
UNITED STATES VERNMENT
Memorandum

SAC, MIAMI (44-1854) DATE: 5/17/68
SA EUGENE L., PAYNE

MURKIN
(00: MEMPHIS)

Re Milwaukee airtel to Miami, 4/20/68, and Miami
airtel to Memphis, 4/29/68, Miami airtel to Bureau, 5/6/68.

Referenced Milwaukee airtel to Miami, 4/20/68,
set forth information from a citizen in Milwaukee, Wis,,
who had visited the Sun Castle Motel, Pompano Beach, Fla,
While at the motel he dealt with a bell boy who he later
learned traveled to the State of Tenn., and after viewing
photographs of subject RAY decided that this bell boy
resembled the photos of RAY,

Based upon the above info, investigation was
conducted at the Sun Castle Motel to identify the bel 1 boy
in question, It developed that this individual's name was
EARL B, SHIELDS, who is originally from Randolph, Mass,

Referenced Miami airtel to Memphis, 4/29/68,
informed Memphis of the results of preliminary inquiries
re SHIELDS and set forth a lead for Boston at Randolph,
Mass.,, to further identify this individual and eliminate
him as a suspect in captioned matter.,

Referenced Miami airtel to Bureau,
set forth results of additional inquiries regarding SHIELDS
further identifying information concerning him and leads
for Boston to continue their inquiries to eliminate SHIELDS
as a suspect in captioned matter,

Boston was requested to advise Miami the results
of their investigation so that further inquiries regarding

SHIELDS could be conducted if necessary, l%%¥74/2§5bg;934

Inasmuch as SHIELDS has been identified and
leads set forth to locate him through contacts in Randolph,
Mass,, no further inquiries are being conducted at this
time, [_

ELP/ysb !

e S T
Bﬂy[Lf.Sbvhgwlkwdquydadyontﬁcl%gmd?&%%’ﬁi&*ﬁilchﬁ’ =¥
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MM 44-1854
DNJ :ve
1.

STEVE STEINHARDT, Supervisor, Parking Concession,
Sorrento Hotel, 4391 Collins Avenue, Miami Beach, Florida,
was contacted by Special Agents DAVID N. JELLISON and
LEONARD C, PETERSON on May 10, 1968,

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY were displayed
to STEINHARDT and he advised that no one working for
him at the present time or who has worked for him within
the last six months in any way resembles RAY,

STEINHARDT was furnished with a copy of the wanted
flyer pertaining to RAY., He advised that if anyone fitting
that description was seen in the vicinity of the parking
area of the Sorrento Hotel, he would immediately notify
the FBI.

sy -4 594 ovf
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Fv - OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 =
od MAY 1962 EDITION (
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 \

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

| Memorandum

TO : SAC, MIAMI DATE: 5/20/68
FROM : SA DAVID N. JELLISON
SUBJECT: MURKIN

CR

RE: LOOK-ALIKE, SORRENTO HOTEL

Re serial 476, anonymous letter from "A Citizen."

Attached hereto is an investigative insert
reflecting investigation conducted with regard to above
anonymous letter.
| - 44-1854

DNJ :ve
(1) ,

Rl 105 4-~577
% ey 4

y// /p—»—:.ﬁ.»-' 04::(.’ J

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

5010~108-01
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,Mgt Interes ’\

Asserts

v

Family

Miam| Herald-Los Angeles Times Wirs

ST. LOUIS — “I'm not
interested in my brother at
all. Not at all. T never want
to see him again.”

The words are harsh, bit-
ter, disappointed, and spoken
by John Larry Ray, 37-year-
old brother of James Earl
Ray, the man accused of
killing Dr. Martin Luther
King,.

Sipping an orange juice
and vodka drink at a south-
side St. Louis bar, John Lar-
ry refused to discuss in detail
his brother or anything
touching on the April 4 as-
sassination of Dr. King in
Memphis.

Moody, an ewhat of a
loner, to his
friends, John Larry Ray is
the next eldest after James
Earl of nine Ray children.

He and his sister, Mrs.
Carol Ann Pepper, 27, live
quietly in St. Louis seeking
anonymity from the publicity

family since their lives came
under public scrutiny.

As the member of the fam-
ily closest to James Earl,
John Larry has been the only
one not publicly accounted
for since the assassination.
Tike all other members of the
family, however, he has been

questioned at length by the

FBL.

He has been described as
everything from a migrant
worker to a New York City
agtender.  Actually, John

'Jamea' Earl

oo atill at ch
blmﬂ%ﬂhcwmlllm
Earl, or t he

knew about his brother, he

replied. “Who knows him?
thabjy his cellmate knew
| him better than anybody.”

James Earl's cellmate at
the prison has described him
as a loner, an avid reader of
espionage and detective stor-

which has surrounded the | ies, and a man “who served

' his time In his own way.”

A state psychiatric exami-
nation of James Earl made in
October 1966 after an escape
attempt failed, diagnosed him
as a “sociopathic personality,
antisocial type with anxiety
and depressive features.” It
said he had an 1.Q. of 105,
somewhat above the average
prisoner.

Byron L. Kinder, the Cole
County prosecuting attorney
who tried James Earl in
1966, says the suspect is an
impmbahle assassin.

friend of glohn Larry’
years..
L Few his friends
even kn ohn is the

h_thhing lnd icatu he

never eveR pull off™ i
tlma rabbery, s0 haw could
he plan and execute the as-
sassination of Dr. King? I
think Ray is an improbable
assassin,” Kinder said.
Afrlend of John Larry Ray
said he sometimes used an
alias of “Jerry Ryan." Both
John Larry and Mrs. Pepper’s
husband have had minor
scrapes with the police over
the years. Mrs. Pepper’s hus-
band is a mechanic at a
downtown St. Louis hard-
ware store and has b
for

er of James Earl” aald
close acquaintance, "He
daesn't talk ahout what han-
pened, but he said after the
assassination that he hated
‘his brother for what he had
done.”

The mquainuiice also said
John Larry Ray was shocked
by the Identification of

James Farl as thc suspected

how James Ear! ended un a
convict, Larry’s a nice guy.”

John Larry lives on the
city’s south side where the
Grape Vine is located, not far
from the streets and side-
walks where some of the Ray
children matured. 1t is an old
German neighborhood, says a
city official, rapidly being
filled with people from rural
areas.

The FBI obvipusly has
gone into the Ray family
background extensively.

Contrary to published
reports, the father, George
Ray is still alive and there
are some indications he may
be living in or near St. Louis,

John Larry was the last
member of the family to see
his brother, during a visit the
day hefore James Ear_‘ es-

eight times more than any
other member of the family

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

while James Earl served
almost slx vears 29- '
sent or al

in St.

Ray talked briefly about
his brother but refused to go
into any detail, He particu-
larly declined to discuss the
possibility of a conspiracy.
Friends say he keeps to him-
self, occasionally plays a
game of pool, doesn’'t talk
very much and sometimes
uses the alias*“Jerry Ryan.”

“I don't have any com-
ment. I'm not implicated in
this in any way. The FBI has
been here to talk to me.
They've talked to niy sister.
She’s sick and tired of it all
and so am 1,” he said.

“I could sell my story for
$15,000 or $20.000 to maga-
\zin or television if I want-

, but I don’t want & do
thaf and I don't havej any
intgntion of doing it. I fon't
want to talk about it. That's
a]l there is to it,” he added.

Miam! Hersld
Miami, Flo

--57’371:

S
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MM 44-1854
DNJ :ve
) i

The following investigation was conducted
by SA DAVID N, JELLISON at! the Drop=0Off Coin Laundry,
N. W, 79th Street and 32nd Avenue, Miami, Florida,
on May 12, 1968:

NORMAN HEERY, Manager, advised that there is
currenfly no unclaimed laundry at the Drop-0ff Coin
Laundry in the name of ERIC STARVO GALT,

All records since April, 1967, were reviewed
with reference to the name ERIC STARVO GALT and all
other aliases used by subject, JAMES EARL RAY, and these
checks met with negative results.

All efforts to locate a male supervisor, who
allegedly told TERRI BUSBY, patron of the laundry, that
a man named ERIC STARVO GALT had left laundry at the Drop-
Off Coin Laundry and did not reclaim it, were negative.

b1 P54 59 P
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OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10 ~~
MAY 1962 EDITION {
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
U SAC, MIAMI DATE!  B/SN/4S
FROM : SA DAVID N, JELLISON
SUBJECT: MURKIN
CR

Re memo of LAWRENCE A, SCHLAPP, Night Clerk,
dated 5/12/68.

Re: Clothing at Drop-0Off Coin Laundromat,
79th Street and N. W. 32nd Avenue

Attached hereto is an investigative insert
reflecting investigation conducted regarding referenced

memo.,

1l = 44-1854
DNJ :ve

(1)

Gﬁ MY 54— 00D

— 1 |

Q. 57
Sclliag— o).

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Pczjl Savings Plan

5010-108-01
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Director, FBI (44-38861) 5/20/68
SAC, Memphis (44-1987)

MURKIN
CIVIL RIGHTS

ReBuAirtel to all SACs and LEGATs dated 5/7/68, and
Miami Airtel to Memphis 5/16/68, copy enclosed to Bureau.

Paragraph #2 of reBuAirtel specifically states that
should investigation increase in any such area warranting sub-
mission of individual report the office inveolved should do so and
advise the Bureau and Memphis. Memphis is of the opinion that
22 sub-headings and 54 different inserts is sufficient basis to
warrant submission of individual report. Material being returned
to Miami for submission report.

A& D,
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION

o~ GSA FPMR (41 cPr) 101-11.8

TO

o

SUBJECT:

5010-108

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC, Albany DATE: May 20, 1968
Director, FBI

MURKIN
PUBLICITY ON REWARDS OFFERED

Each Special Agent in Charge and Legal Attache is
instructed to promptly remind their established cooperative news
sources, in a discreet and tactful manner, of the existence of sub-
stantial reward money for information leading to the arrest and
conviction of the killer of Dr. Martin Luther King. This money
now totals at least $100,000. The FBI should not, however, be
publicized as the source of this reminder,

While the Bureau's continuing policy is to encourage
the public to furnish information to law enforcement authorities as
a matter of good citizenship, without expectation of financial reward,
it is fully recognized that monetary rewards are often necessary to
motivate some individuals. The knowledge of the existence of the
substantial rewards available in the Murkin case could possibly
prove of value in the solution of this major investigation.

1 - Copies to all Special Agents in Charge and Legats

LL 155 —LOAR

SEARCHED DEXED. ).
SERIALIZED ILED /4
MAY 2 21968
FBI — MIAMI

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Paymﬁs:cwing: Plan
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{:m“- $-22-64)

FBI
Date: 5/21/68
Tragsmit the following in PLAINTEXT
l (Type in plaintext or code)
)i - TELETYPE URGENT

Priority)
oot SRS M - 1 ETETE Y

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861)
FROM MIAMI (44-1854)

MURKIN, CIVIL RIGHTS,

RE MIAMI TEL TO BUREAU MAY EIGHTEEN, AND TAMPA TEL
TO BUREAU MAY TWENTY, SIXTYEIGHT.

RE: SUSPECT JOHN THOMAS BOWLES

INVESTIGATION AT OKEECHOBEE, FLA, REFLECTS THAT AIRPLANE
OWNED BY BOWLES IS A J DASH THREE, TWO PASSENGER CUB WITH
‘ AN EIGHTYFIVE HORSE POWER MOTOR CAPABLE OF TOP SPEEDS AT
SEVENTYFIVE TO EIGHTY MPH, AIRPLANE HAS APPROXIMATE THIRTEEN
GALLON CAPACITY AND BURNS APPROXIMATELY FIVE GALLONS PER HOUR.
AIRPLANE HAS NO LIGHTS, RADIO OR NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT AND
LANDING FIELD UTILIZED HAS NO LIGHTING FACILITIES, PEOPLE
KNOEEEDGEABLE OF BOWLES' ACTIVITIES OF OPINION BOWLES HAS
NOT FLOWN ANY FURTHER THAN FROM OKEECHOBEE TO TAMPA, A
DISTANCE OF ONE HUNDRED TWENTYFIVE MILES,

1 - Tampa (Info)(A-M) Searched :
- Ne—— 1(14:-{987) (Info) (AM) Serialized /(71;
‘ - Miami tqdexed
'RT:ve | Filed J:%
= Y/ HY G- 4o,

Approved: g/\} /Y Sent L/’ﬁi?f M Per /@y(o,

Special Agent in Charge
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DIRECTOR, ¥BI

FROM: S4C, TANPA (157-3231)(P)

. M._.:.. i m_ i .mmwwm um-
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‘r——,

\ FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

| Fo
Date: 5/20/68

. Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL

s i s e v s S i i N

(Priority)

TO: SAC, MIAMI (44-1854)
FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN;
CR

MEMPHIS 00

Re Miami letter to Memphis, 5/14/68, regarding the
look alike described by Mr. R, A. FLEMING, Sanford, Fla.

Miami should immediately institute investigation to
locate, identify and eliminate the look alike described by
Mr. FLEMING.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

44855 ~40T

ARCHED INDEXED. .
SERIALIZED. LED
WAY 2196
%
Reg. Mall TZ&
Approved: J Sent M Per
Registered Special Agent An Charge
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MM 44-1854
JIM:ve
1.

AT MIAMI, FLORIDA

On May 16, 1968, the Jacksonville Office
advised that a late model Buick bearing Florida license
1W 194103 was observed traveling on New York Avenue,
Washington, D. C. on May 16, 1968, by an individual
resembling subject.

On May 17, 1968, ALBERTO VADIA, Executive,
Pan American Land Development Corporation, 2300 Coral
Way, Miami, Florida, advised SA JOHN J. MC BREEN that
the above license was issued for a 1968 Pontiac GTO which
is owned by him. The car is presently being used by
his son, ALBERT VADIA, JR., 1831 Belmont Road, N.W.,
Apartment 301, Washington, D. C. His son is a Freshman
student at Catholic University, Washington, D, C.

Searched
serialized AL72
indexed e

| L~ ed T AP
Hup~ PEY— 609
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5/22/68

AIRTEL

TO: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1887)
FROM : SAC, MIAMI (44-1854) (P)
SUBJECT: MURKIN

CR
(00: Memphis)

Re Miami teletype to WFO with airmail copy
to Memphis, dated 5/17/68.

Enclosed for the Memphis Division are 15 copies
of an insert reflecting information furnished by ALBERTO
VADIA, Miami, Florida, on 5/17/68.

tii - Memphis (Enc. 15) (RM)
) - Miami
JIM:ve,,

(3) 1 /"‘

|

e

Seeatained -
serialized J—?ﬂ
indexed ) 7
Filed - ;bf

At~ REY4—4) O
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5/22/68

AIRTEL

TO: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)
FROM: SAC, MIAMI (44-1854) (P)

MURKIN
CR
(00: MEMPHIS)

Re Memphis airtel to Miami, 5/20/68.

Referenced airtel requested Miami to immediately
institute investigation to locate, identify and eliminate
the look alike described by Mr. R, A, FLEMING, Sanford,
Fla,

For the information of Memphis, Sanford, Fla., is
located in the Tampa Division.

The attention of Memphis is directed to Miami
teletype to Bureau and Tampa, with airmmil copies to Memphis,
dated 5/14/68, in which this lead was set out for the Tampa
Division.

The attention of Memphis is further directed to
Tampa airtel to Bureau dated 5/17/68, with subcaption
"Suspect, Barber Shop, Sanford, Fla."”

ARMED AND DANGEROUS ,

- Memphis Searched . pa—
@' Miami Serialized If §é’
N:j<th }/ indexed A
( Cilnd 4’42__ e
/)

AFF 1541
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) ' ‘

FBI

Transmit the following in

{Type in plaintext or code)

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
Date: |
|
|
\
|
|
J
|

(Briority)

MM 44-1854
PAGE THREE
FAILED TO VERIFY ABOVE.)

LOS ANGELES DEVELOPED INFORMATION THAT A FRANK
BRICKLEY AND ROBERT BRICKLEY, BROTHERS, AND POSSIBLY A
SAM LEWIS, WHO ARE EX-CONVICTS AND HEAVY DRINKERS, MAY
POSSIBLY BE INVOLVED IN FURNISHING THIS INFORMATION TO

. "LOS ANGELES TIMES," OR BE THE SUBJECTS OF INFORMATION
FURNISHED TO THE "TIMES,"

THE KNOXVILLE OFFICE DEVELOPED INFORMATION THAT FRANK
BRICKLEY MAY BE FRANK WILLIAM BRICKLEY AKA WILLIAM ROY
BRICKLEY, WILLIAM FRANKLIN BRICKLEY, WILLIAM FRANK BRICKLEY,
WILLIAM ROY BUCKLEY, BILL ROBERT SHAW, BILL SHAW, BILLY
SHAW, BILL R. SHAW, FBI NO, ONE NINE SEVEN SEVEN NINE SIX C,
ORIGINALLY FROM CHATTANOOGA, TENN, AND WHO HAS AN EXTENSIVE
CRIMINAL RECORD, HE WAS LAST KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN IMPRISONED
AT TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA AND WAS RELEASED JAN, SIXTEEN,
SIXTYSEVEN, UPON COMPLETION OF SENTENCE. TERRE HAUTE PRISON

NO. TWO THREE SIX FOUR TWO DASH TH,

amccizzy pascureen 4s wa, son [

Approved: Sent ; M Per
Special Agent in Charge
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FROM

SUBJECT:

S010-108-01

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1982 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.%

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC, MIAMI (44-1854) DATE:  5/22/68
SA RICHARD B. KELLOGG

MURKIN
CR

Re telephone call from Supbrvisor HUNTER HELGESON,
$0G, 5/16/68 concerning lead to contact Dr., RUTH TURRELL, North
Palm Beach,Fla,, re possible suspect this matter known to her,
Dr. TURRELL had mentioned in a letter XMNEK to her nephew, FBI
Lab, Asst, JAMES M, WOEF, a patient of her who resembled RAY.

On 10/17/68 Dr. RUTH TURRELL, 928 Shoré Drive, North
Palm Beach, Florida, advised SA RICHARD B, KELLOGG that in her
letter to her nephew, JAMES WOLF, she did not mean to indicate
the patient she had in mind resembles RAY physically, as he does
not, but only that the patient is psychologically capable of
anything, and could have killed Dr. KING, Dr. TURRELL said when
that person first contacted her, in her capacity as a marriage
counselor, he gave the name FRANK MARCUS but later toldher his
name is really FRANK BENSCOTER. His wife's name was ALETA. She
described BENSCOTER as about six feet tall, heavy or medium
heavy build, who claims to be 31 but looks more like 41. She
said he had dark hair and his right eye seemed to stray off
or always point in the same direction, She said he does not
resemble any of the photographs of RAY, and from information
furnished her by BENSCOTER and his wife, they were either just
arriving in West Palm Beach, Florida, or enroute from St. Louis,
Mo., to West Palm Beach on 4/4/68,

Teletype sent to Bureau re this 5/17/68.
1 - Miami
RBK/rbk

4‘4‘7Af25§¥;:49

SERIALIZED.. Z%‘ L) -
MAY 231358

FE — Mianil

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Paymﬁ Savings Plan
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Routing Slip
0-7 (Revi3-31-67)

TO: SAC,

[] Albany

[ 1 Albuquerque
_] Anchorage

] Atlanta

] Baltimore

] Birmingham

(Copies to Offices Checked)

[] Houston

[T] Indlanapolis
[ ) Juckeon

[ ] Jacksonville
| Kansas City
[ ] Knoxville

ﬂ.

] Boston [] Las Vegas
[C] Buffalo [ Little Rock
[] Butte [ ] Los Angeles
[] Chatlotte (7] Leoulsville
[] Chicago rj Memphis

[] Cincinnatd XX Miami

[ ] Cleveland Mliiwaukes
(] Columbia Minneapolis
[] Dallas [ ] Moblle

[ ] Denver [C] Newark

] Detroit [ ] New Haven
] El Paso [ ] New Orleans
[C] Honolulu

RE: MURKIN

[] New York City [] Tampa

[_] Norfolk [ ] Washington Fleld
[ ] Oklahoma Clty [] Quantico

[ ] Omaha

[ ] Philadelphia TO LEGAT:

[[] Phoenix [] Bern

[ ] Pittsburgh [] Boenn

[ ] Portland [ ) Buenos Alres
(] Rlchmond (] Hong Kong
[] st. Louls [ ] London

[ ] Salt Lake City [] Manila

[ ] San Antonlo [ ] Mexico, D.F.
[_] San Diego (] Ottawa

[] San Franclsco [] Parls

[] San luan [ ] Rome

[] Savannah [] Santo Domingo
[ ] Geattle ] Tokyo

[ ] Springfleld

Date 5-22—68

PUBLICITY ON REWARDS OFFERED

(] For tniormation

all sources,

[] Enclosed are corrected pages from reportjo

dated

Retention
[] optional

St - r;s’“/ i

SEARCHED

[ acl SHRRLIZEDLS
1 The enclosed s {or your information. Ifjused in &“%Y 3 138

paraphrase contents.

FBl =

— MIAMI

rep. hy%__

concgal

Remaorks:

ReBulet 5-20-68.

4

In the event of inquiries regarding the identity of
the sources of the reward money offered in the Murkin case,
you may confidentially advise established sources that ac-
cording to a compilation set forth in the April 27th edition
of the "Commercial Appeal," Memphis, Tennessee,
$25,000 each has been offered by the "Commercial Appeal"
and Scripps-Howard newspapers and that in addition,
businessmen and citizens in Memphis have offered several
thousands more and the Memphis City Council has under -
written the reward up to a total of $100, 000.

Bufile
Urfile
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date 5/8/68

HAZEL V. PEACOCK, 608 Hancock, Okeechobee,
Florida, appeared at the office of the Fort Pierce
Resident Agency of the Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI), and furnished the following information:

She is employed as a secretary at the Guidance
Center of the Okeechobee School for Boys, Okeechobee,
Florida,

At midnight, April 4, 1968, she received a
collect telephone call from her ex-fiancee, DONALD
JACKSON CARPENTER, from Birmingham, Alabama, advising
that he and TERRANCE ALVIN SMITH were on the run and
involved in the death of MARTIN LUTHER KING. Because
of the nature of the call she made notes shortly
thereafter of the conversation which are as follows:

She explained that the initials "D. C."
stood for DONALD CARPENTER, "T.A.S." stood for
TERRANCE ALVIN SMITH, and "M. L. K" stood for
MARTIN LUTHER KING., She also explaiml that the statements
in quotes were made by CARPENTER.

"Phone call at 12 midnight 4 April from
Birmingham (collect) from D. C. (T. A. S. w/him,
cou%d hear him in background. I think one other
man) .

"Stated, 'We're on the run'. Why? - 'Haven't
you been watching TV?' No- 'You mean you haven't
heard the news?' No - 'Well - M.L.K. is dead’'.
Oh, No! What do you mean? =--

"We did it. They're hot on our ass. You
don't mean this, Don't kid me about this!

"Can you hide us out for a couple of weeks?

on /3(68 Gr Fort Pierce, Florida " Miami 44-1854 — @/Q
SA ALD TODD and
HAROLD K., PARSON/RT:bab 5/6/68
by wf‘ Date dictated
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBl. It is the properly of the FBI and is loaned to your agency:

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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"] don't know = No = Oh, I guess so,

"Do you know what you'd be charged with if we
were found there? Yes, nothing. I don't believe
you, Where are you?

"Birmingham - the cops went off to the north,
but we're here, okay.

"When are you coming? Tomorrow night late,
We get our money in Dothan, no, outside of Dothan
(He was corrected as to location by TAS) tomorrow
(5 April) and then we'll come to Dkeechobee.

"You are serious, aren't you? How much is a
job like this worth on the market today? $100,000,
split two ways.

"How could you do this?

"We need the money,

"It isn't worth it. How will you, an old Ga.
boy, explain all that sudden wealth? You're crazy.

"Don't worry about it. Why is your voice shaking?
I'm scared for you - I'm shaking all over,

"Us too. TERRY thought he missed. He (MLK)
leaned over just as he fired, but he got him, He's
dead,

"] still can't believe all this,

"Well, go to sleep. I'll be there tomorrow night.
Let us do the worrying. I can't believe we could
be so slick,”

She stated that they did not come to see her
nor have they contacted her since this telephone call,
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She said she first met CARPENTER on
January 23, 1968, through a mutual friend, SUSAN
MORELAND, who works for the United Telephone Company
in Okeechobee, Florida., At the time he was working
for the Power Engineering Company in Okeechobee., He
was closely associated with JIM O'NEAL who also worked
for Power Engineering. CARPENTER suddenly left town
on February 25, 1968, with a Mr, BARNES. They were
allegedly going to Tampa, Florida, to see the head man
of Union IBEW 102, CARPENTER never returned to Okeechobee
although she subsequently talked to him several times
by telephone, On or about February 11, 1968, she called
him at the home of his ex-wife, Mrs, VIRGIL SALTER, in
Americus, Georgia, telephone number 924-5133, and he
advised thathe was working for the Continental Telephone
Company, Gray, Georgia. In the latter part of February
he called from Terre Haute, Indiana, arould two or three
A.M,, and advised that he had flown there with a friend
and was snowed in, On either March 8 or 11, 1968; he
called and advised that a friend of his by the name of
TERRY SMITH was coming to Okeechobee, Florida, and would
look her up, SMITH was also supposed to be working for
Continental Telephone in Gray, Georgia. That was the
first she had ever heard of TERRY SMITH.

TERRANCE ALVIN SMITH arrived at her apartment
on March 20, 1968, accompanied by a hippie he had picked
up in Tallahassee, Florida, by the name of BOB THIBODEAU,
a French -~ Canadian, THIBODEAU left Okeechobee the
following day. SMITH stayed in her three bedroom apartment
until mid-afternoon March 25, 1968, He rarely left the
apartment and was only gone for short periods. On Saturday
night, March 23, 1968, he left the apartment carrying a
black Samsonite attache case, He left at about 8 PM and
did not return until almost 1:00 AM, 8She stated that he
was almost hysterical and he mentioned something about
almost being caught or that a witness had almost seen him,
He had been drinking; however, he was notdmunk. She said
she recalled the initial "R" being on each side of the

3
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handle of the briefcase, SMITH left Okeechobee sometime
between 2 PM and 5 PM while she was at work, She

said when she returned home shortly after 5 PM she

found a note he had left her which is as follows:

"HAZEL,

"] had to split the scene, I knew I would as
soon as my assgnment was finished, but once you're
in you're in and no way out until they are finished
with you. I never know how long I'll be in one
place but I knew this would be a short trip but
I couldn't say anything. I wish I could be here
to see your face when (don juan) DON arrives but it
was impossible, I'm sure you will be very happy
(but for how long). Never base your happiness on
the future, only excitement comes from thinking
of the future; happiness is the present, but =—==--
who knows the future? A person can talk himself
into believing anything or thinking it possible
unless he asks why? or how? I have my own thoughts
about you and DON, there are many things I could
say and tell you because I've seen it happen time
and time again but maybe it will be different
this time, only time will tell as always. I'm
not trying to discourage you but stop wishing and
start doing, keep your self-confidence it will always
pull you through.

71'11 contact you within a week to see what
happen., Well, good-bye, wish I could take you
with me to see the many wonders of the world, in
actions, =-=----=-people.

/s/ "A friend,
"TS

"A thought sesco
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"Life can be very short, live it for
yourself, don't sacrifice your feeling for something
unless you have the ace,

"Atlas Shrugged"
JOHN GALT speaking --

"Happiness is not to be achieved at
the command of emotional whims., Happiness is
not the satisfaction of whatever irrational
wishes you might blindly attempt to indulge.,
Happiness is a state of non-contradictory joy -
a joy without penalty or guilt, a joy that does
not clash with any of your values and does not work
for your own destruction, not the joy of escaping
from your mind, but of using your mind's fulliest
power, not the joy of falsing reality, but of achieving
values that are real, not the joy of a drunkard,
but of a producer. Happiness is possible only to
a rational man, the man who desires nothing but
rational goals, seeks nothing but rational values,
and finds his joy in nothing but rational actions.,”

She said he was an avid reader and enjoyed James
Bond type novels, She recalled that one of the main
characters in one of the novels was called ERIC. She
said his favorite novel was "Atlas Shrugged"” and he often
quoted the main character, JOHN GALT.

She received a call from CARPENTER on March 29th
and he described how he was going to help SMITH do a little
job outside of Atlanta. Apparently they were going to kill
a former member of their group whom they thought might
talk, CARPENTER described how he could be electrocuted
without causing any suspicions, It was at this time
CARPENTER mentioned that he had a briefcase like SMITH's
with the initial "R" on each side of the handle. She
said she believed he was calling from Gray, Georgia.
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CARPENTER:

SMITH:

She furnished the following description of

Name

Sex

Race
Nationality
Date of birth

Height
Weight
Hair

Eyes
Occupation
Education
Parents

DONALD JACKSON CARPENTER
Male
White

eric
(She
sa s service records

say 1941)
5'9 - 10"

Blue (bloodshot)

Welder

Attended schools in Leslie, Ga.
Mother - ALICE CARPENTER,
Leslie; Ga.

Father - Deceased,

She furnished the following description of

Name

Sex

Race
Nationality
Date of birth
Height

Weight

Hair

Eyes

Speech

Occupation
Education

Parents

TERRANCE ALVIN SMITH
Male
White

Americﬁ

6'

172

Sandy

Blue - gray

Spoke with strong southern
accent,

Communications and electronics
worker

Attended schools in
Marianna, Fla.

Father - Name unknown;
operates Smith Servicenter
in Marianna, Fla.
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FD-263 (Rev. 3-8-67) .

FEDERAL BUREAU

OF INVESTIGATION

REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD
MIAMI MEMPHIS 5/23/68 4/9 - 5/22/68
TITCE OF CASE REPORT MADE BY TYPED BY
DAVID N, JELLISON Jth

JAMES EARL RAY, aka -
FUGITIVE;

DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,
(Deceased) - VICTIM

CHARACTER OF CASE

CIVIL RIGHTS

REFERENCES : Bureau airtel to all SACs and Legats, dated

5/7/68.

Miami airtel to Memphis, 5/16/68.
Mémphis airtel to Miami, 5/20/68,

= ADM

STRATIVE =

In accordance with Bureau instructions, all leads
in this case are being handled within 24 hours and all leads
are being set forth by telephone, teletype and airtel.

An information copy of this report is being furnished
the Birmingham Office in view of the fact that the Bureau
advised all offices by teletype dated April 7, 1968, to furnish
results of investigation to the Bureau, Memphis and Birmingham.

o' ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED None ACQUIT-| case Has sEEN:
egNVic |auTo.| FuG. FINES SAVINGS recoveries | TALS
PENDING OVER ONE YEAR [ |vESs [Nno
PENDING PROSECUTION
OVER 81X MON THS [Cves [CJno
ABpROVE B i DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW
coR|ES u:a;
-
| [ PEH Ll
2 - Bureau (44-38861) (RM) x

2 - Memphis (44-1987) (RM)
2 - Kansas City (RM)

serialized
- Birmingham (44-1740) (Infedex(RM) _ j
Miami (44-1854) Flled

rched T/

i Dissemination Reco, oﬁ;wchod Report Notations
Agency | /4

Request Rech

i_)ate Fwd.

How Fwd.

By
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All potential bombing suspects in the Miami
Division were eliminated as being identical with subject,
through physical observation and the fact their whereabouts
were known at the time of the commission of the crime,

= INFORMANTS =

In accordance with the instructions set out in
Bureau teletype to all SACs, dated April 22, 1968, and
Memphis airtel to Knoxville, dated April 7, 1968, all
criminal informants and appropriate racial and security
informants were contacted relative to any information
concerning this matter.

By teletype dated April 26, 1968, the Bureau
advised that on February 26, 1965, the Los Angeles "Herald
Examiner" stated in effect that KEITH D, GILBERT, a
Minuteman, had dynamite, was a racist, and was a threat to
the life of MARTIN LUTHER KING.

The same communication stated that on March 5,
1965, MM 607-R advised that EARL LINDER, 2521 N. W. 23rd
Street, Miami, told him that they would not make the same
mistake again and next time a high powered rifle would be
used on KING.

By teletype dated April 29, 1968, the Miami Office
advised the Bureau and Memphis as follows:

IRA DAVID HAWTHORNE, JR, (former MM 1081-R), who
resides directly behind EARL LINDER in Miami, was contacted
April 26, 1968, and April 29, 1968. He advised he has
almost daily contact with LINDER, who has not expressed
any unusual interest in or knowledge of KING's death. He
said LINDER has not taken any recent extended trips from
the Miami area and there has been no unusual activity
around LINDER's home. He said LINDER's main interest
presently seems to center around a "comservative church
group" from South Carolina. He said LINDER is getting
old, not in good health, and appears to have some finmancial
problems and therefore his activities have been limited.

Bl
= COVER PAGE =
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