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BUREAU OF mE CHIEF POSTAL INSPECTOR 
OPEN CORRESPONDENCE CLUB INVESTIGATIONS - MAY - 1968 

Correspondence Club 

Atlanta, Georgia Division 

RJS 

The Register 

Enterprises of America 

His and Her Club 

ABC Publications 

Jean Marie 

Rebel Florida 

Kay Manor 

Fort Worth, Texas Division 

Sterling Action Club 

F and T 

? 

Horizons Correspondence 
Club 

Boston, Massachusetts Division 

Nutmeg Press 

Kitten Club 

Action Relationships 

Arthur A. Swanson 

Jane Weton 

City Case No. 

Columbia, S. C. 364-00188-E 

Delray Beach, Fla. 364-00839-E 

Pinellas Park, Fla. 364-01459-E 

Savannah, Ga. 364-03123-E 

Hollywood, Fla. 364-03126-E 

Orlando, Fla. 364-03137-E 

Orlando, Fla. 364-41602-E 

Miami, Fla. 364-48750-E 

Corpus Christi, Tx. 364-39986-E 

Fort Worth, Tx. 

Fort Worth, Tx. 

Dallas, Tx. 

364-40081-E 

364-40330-E 

364-40389-E 

Grosvenor Dale, Ct. 364-23774-E 

North Adams, Mass. 364-30737-E 

Boston, Mass. 364-42967-E 

Boston, Mass. 364-43051-E 

Boston, Mass. 364-43137-E 

Inspector 

Bullard 

Marquette 

" 

Capps 

Marquette 

" 

Richie 

Marquette 

Marsh 

" 
It 

" 

Allain 

" 

" 

" 

" 

SEMICHED~~ 
SERIAUZED~Lm~ 

JUN· 31968 
FBI-MIAMI 
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OPEN CORRESPONDENCE CLUB INVESTIGATIONS (Continued) 

Correspondence Club 

Chicago, Illinois Division 

Carlton Enterprises 

Social Exchange Publishing 

Arnold J. Madiol 

Martin's 

Random House 

Cincinnati , Ohio Division 

Swinger's Travel & 
Vacation Club 

Vigo Villa 

Kansas City, Missouri Division 

Swinging Set 

Club Lolita 

I . 
New York, New York Division 

Ram Enterprises 

Pace Setter Corp. 

Black Book 

City 

Chicago, Ill. 

" " 

Case No. 

364-O1633-E 

364-O1637-E 

Grand Haven, Mich. 364-43568-E 

Detroit, Mich. 364-43569-E 

Warren, Mich. 364-48O63-E 

Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Terre Haute, Ind. 

Kansas City, Mo . 

Kansas City, Mo. 

New York, NY 

Brooklyn, NY 

New York, NY 

364-27O59-E 

364-28234-E 

364-11O96-E 

364-38211-E 

364-321O1-E 

364-327O5-E 

364-32822-E 

Inspector 

Hinckley 

" 

Potts 

" 

Hinckley 

Herzog 

Herzog 

Fay 

Fay 

Miller 

Miller 

Dolan . 
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OPEN CORRESPONDENCE CLUB INVESTIGATIONS (Continued) 

Correspondence Club 

Philadelphi a, Pennsylvania Division 

Mixer 

Select Club 

Frenchy 

Swinger's Life 

The In Crowd 

Club Ecstasy 

Stonehill Studios 

Saint Louis, Missouri Division 

R J S 

Ron Williams 

Saint Paul, Minnesota Division 

The Group 

Action 

Trenton, NJ 

Camden, NJ 

Chinchilla, Pa. 

Enola, Pa . 

Philadelphia , Pa. 

York, Pa. 

Berkeley Heights,NJ 

Davenport, Iowa 

Saint Louis, Mo . 

Wayzata, Minn . 

St. Paul, Minn. 

San Franc i sco , California Division 

A to Z Club 

Ad Reply Ser vice 

The Group 

Los Angeles, Cal . 

Van Nuys, Cal . 

Los Angeles, Cal. 

Case No. 

364-00460-E 

364-22100-E 

364-44883-E 

364-45329-E 

364-45370- E 

364-45500-E 

364-48312-E 

364-46385-E 

364-46572-E 

364-39222- E 

364-47443-E 

364-21863-E 

364-38729-E 

364-38802-E 

t 

Inspector 

Similes 

Ferguson 

Similes 

Ferguson 

" 

" 

Kallies 

Wensman 

" 

Gosnell 

Gosnell 

Poindexter 

" 

Vanden Bosch 
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OPEN CORRESPONDENCE CLUB INVESTIGATIONS (Continued) 

Correspondence Club City Case No. 

San Francisco, California Division (Continued) 

The National Clos~ Up 

Jan 

Reynolds Machinery 

Tape Club 

North Hollywood, 
Cal. 

Reno, Nevada 

Los Angeles, Cal. 

" " " 

364-38870-E 

364-38993-E 

364-39006-E 

364-41205-E 

Swinging Sam Young Ontario, Cal. 364-41386-E 

Swingers Club Santa Monica, Cal. 364-41403-E 

United World Publications San Diego, Cal. 364-41409-E 

Sincerely Yours Club La Puenta, Cal. 364-44006-E 

Phi Pi Eps!lon Los Angeles, Cal. 364-44144-E 

Modern Enterprises Los Angeles, Cal. 364-44296-E 

Japan International 

Remco 

Blue Star 

James L. Hubbel 

The Local Swinger 

Donald Fickes 

Sir, Inc. 

Le Group 

Roberta Perkins 

Kinsey Club 

Newport Beach, Cal. 364-44297-E 

Las Vegas, Nevada 

Reno, Nevada 

Strathmore , Cal. 

Downey, Cal. 

Norwalk, Cal. 

Van Nuys, Cal. 

Van Nuys, Cal. 

Santa Rosa, Cal. 

San Diego, Cal. 

364-44337-E 

364-44412-E 

364-44539-E 

364--44606-E 

364-44660-E 

364-44661-E 

364-44686-E 

364-44696-E 

364-44745-E 

Inspector 

Poindexter 

Lawrence 

Poindexter 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

Vanden Bosch 

" " 

Poindexter 

" 

Vanden Bosch 

Poindexter 
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OPEN CORRESPONDENCE CLUB INVESTIGATIONS (Continued) 

Correspondence Club 

Washington, D. C. Division 

Richard Stanley 

David C. Bohner 

Mr. and Mrs. E. King 

City Case No • 

Charleston, W. Va . 364-28406-E 

Washington, D. C. 364-28571-E 

Hagerstown, Md. 364-29026-E 

Inspector 

Bradley 

Bradley 

Bennett 
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5/31/68 

AIRTEL 

TO: DIRECTCB, FBI (44•38861) 

~: SAC, WFO (44-703) (p) 

MURKIN 

ReATta1 to Bu dated 5/23/68 requesting wro obtain 
from Postal Inspector, woe, a. llat of all obscene pen•pal clubs 
in the United States presently under 1m7eatlgatlon by the Post 
Offlce Departmento 

3• Bureau (Enclo 2) 
2• Atlanta (44-2386) (Enclo 2) (AM) 
2• Baltimore (44•669) (F.ncl. 2) 
2• Boston (Encl 2) 
2• Qdc:ago (44•1114) (Encl 2) 
2• Clnclnmt1 ( 157 • 1893) (Encl. 2) 
2• Columbia (Encl. 2) 
2• nallaa (44-2649) (Encl. 2) (AM) 
2• Detroit (44•989) (Encl. 2) 
2• Bouaton (44•1509) (incl. 2) 
2• Indtanapolia CEncl 2) 
2• ltanaae Clty (44•760) (Eoc:1. 2) 
2• Laa Vega• (Eocl. 2) (AM) 

• Los Angel a (44-1574) (Encl. 2) (AM) 
M1am. (Encl. 2) (AM)~ .....________ 

2• Memphia (44•1987) (Encl. 2) 
2• Minneapolia (Encl. 2) (AM) 
2• Newark (44-854) (Encl. 2) 
2• NevHa,ren (15'7•818) (Encl. 2) 
2• Nev Yark City (44• 1609) (:Encl. 2) 
2• Ooaba (Encle 2) (AM) 
2• Phlladalphla (44-1368) (Incl. 2) 
2• Pittsburgh (44-578) (Encl. 2) 
2• Sacramento (100•427) (Encl. 2) (AM) 
Copy count contlmied on next page 
1• WFO 
SHR:age 
(GO) 
AIRTg. 

SEMC 
SERIAUzm~41a.ZM 

JUN· 3196i 
FBI-MIAMI 
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WFO 44•703 

2• Sto Louis (44•775) (Encl. 2) (AM) 
2• San Diego (Encl. 2) (AM) 
2• San Franclaco (173-65) (Enclo 2) (AM) 
2• Savannah (Encl. 2) 
2• Tampa (157•3231( Encl. 2) (AM) 

• 

Encloaed ber..S.th for each office 11 ted below haring 
lead• in their dlvlalon are two copies each conalating of fiYe 
pages w1cb contain list of ccrespondeoce clubs undar Poat 
Office luftat1pt1on, 

Alao ancloaed far information 1• am copy each for 
Bureau, Hemphu and Atlanta. 

Offlcu ccwarlag Beadquart.-a di'rialona of Poatal 
lnspectora vlll contact d1Ylaion cbiefa for addreaaaa am otbar 
ldentifylng lnfar:matlon regarding the clubs Uated and furnish 
auch information to otbC' FBI field offic for further llMlatl• 
gatlon 'tlbare appropriate. 

All offlcaa haring club vi.thin their cU.v1•lon will 
thereafter conduct appropriate llMastlgatlon to d.etetmlne if 
subject JAMES EARL RAY 1a a member or baa corresponded 
wlth that club. 

Dlac:retian ahould used with 11st being furnished and 
aaurce of agerq fundablag list sh.auld not be dlac:losedo 

A1lMiD IRJ D~OOS 

- 2 • 
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TO 

Ofl'TIOHAL FORM NO. 10 ei 
MAY 11ft 1::DJTION 
GSA ll'l"M,. (41 C7111) 101 •11 ,4 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, MIAn (44-1854) (P) 

r 

ATTN: SA DAVID N. JELLISON 

DATE: June 3, 1968 

FROM : SA ROBERT w. WI SEMAN 

SUBJECT: ~filRKIN 

On this date ZELL DAVIS, JR., Asst. State Attorney and 
practicing attorney in Palm Beach Co., Florida advised the writer of 
the following information concerning captioned matter. 

He has a client, whose identity cannot be revealed, that he 
considers competent and reliable in all respects, who wishes the 
following information be furnished the FBI concerning a suspect who 
may be identical with RAY. 

This client stated that he first saw this suspect about four 
days after the shooting of MARTIN WTHER KING, has seen him on several 
times since, last being during the middle of last week (about 5/22/68). 
The suspect has been observed, in each instance in the same area of 
Miami, Florida, is on foot, sometimes with jacket but not well 
dressed. Suspect walks from the vicinity of NE 2nd. Avenue and NE 1st. 
St., past Wilson's Parking Garage (rear of Dupont Building) on NE 1st. 
St. has sometimes obtained change from the attendant-cashier at this 
garage for soft drinks and then continues West on 1st. street in the 
direction of a "mission". The appearances have all been between the 
hours of 8PM and 11 PM. Photos of subject RAY were given to DAVIS 
who,in turn advised that his client selected the photo with sun glasses 
(10/67) and the photo standup with top coat (1955) as most closely 
resembling this suspect. All other physival data is similar with the 
addition of the mustache. DAVIS added that his client suggested that 
if a surveilance of the area by the FBI was set up and this suspect 
did not appear, tha t a check with the cashier-attendent at Wilson's 
to nsee if subject had been redently observed might be indicated. 

-44-1854 
RWW 

The above submitted for appropriate action at Miami. 

£//f--;Pi;. -?.f-5 
SEARCHEO _ _.NDEXEJ>~ 
SERIAUZ"""-9 flUQ __, __ 

JUN - 41968 

Btty U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

5/Q0/68 Dot--~--'----- ---

llr. BENJAMIN LARNARD THOMPSON, JR. , 12801 East 
Randall Park Drive, after being informed of the identity 
of the interviewing Agents, voluntarily furnished the 
following information: 

In March, 1967, he commenced working for Aerodex, 
Miami. Prior to that time, he earned his living through 
comaercial fishing off the Florida Keys . 

For a number of years he worked for East Coast 
Fisheries, lliaai. In this regard, he would operate boats 
mortgaged through PETER SCHWARTZ who was one of the owners 
of East Coast Fisheries. Four or five years ago, he operated 
a 38 foot fishing boat named the "Virginia Lee" on which 
SCHWAR'l'Z held the mortgage. He returned this boat to SCHWARTZ 
about a year later and switched the mortgage to a 48 foot 
fishing boat named the "Miss Gayle," on which SCHWARTZ 
also held the aortgage. Approxiaately two and one-half or 
three years ago, he and SCHWARTZ had financial differences, 
and he left the employment of East Coast Fisheries. 

Following this incident, he went in partnerships 
with LOUIS LOBER, Miami, and purchased a 28 foot fishing 
vessel, which had no name. He and LOBER fished comaercially 
until on or about August 1, 1966, at which tiae he soldhls 
equity in this boat to LOBER And got out of the fishing 
business entirely. 

Most of his fishing was accomplished froa Bakers 
Haulover (Miami) in the north to Elliott Key in the south. 
His fishing interests were in lobsters. 

ApproxiJaately four years ago, he was arrested by 
the British Governaent for fishing ~ 'l.-tet-9 ia~ -~ian 
waters. He had been carrying on this activity for approxi­
mately ten weeks before he es caught. British authorities 
kept him in jail overnight and the followingdly he was fined 
$27 and allowed to leave Nassau with his boat with the 
pr011ise of not fishing in Baba.art-.~ waters again. He recalls 

5/18/68 Ilia.mi, Florida File # Miami 44-1854 -- ~~f, 
SAs GAY R. S and ot ~ 

by THOMAS H. , li~/vc 5/18/68 ,....-=-- Dote dictated _________ _ 

This document contolns neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and Is loaned to your agency: 
ii and its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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JOI 44-1854 

that there was quite a bit of neWBpaper publicity for 
a period of five days during this incident. 

With regard to his foraer partner, LOUIS LOBER, 
he spoke with LOBER about four ■onths ago. At that ti■e 
LOBER still had the boat and was fishing. He noted the 
reason he sold his interest in the boat to LOBER, as 
■entioned abo•e, was the fact he could not ■ake a living 
any longer in fishing. LOBER, who■ he described as 
being around 37 years old, recently had an operation on 
his throat for the re■oval of a growth fro■ his "voice box." 
As tar as he knows, LOBER has never been arrested and in 
fact, both he and LOBER went to school together in Miaai 
and he considers LOBER to be of good character and 
reputation. 

With regard to his personal whereabouts during 
the period froa April 3 - 12, 1968, since January, 1968, 
he has worked at Aerodex, Mia■i, on a shift in which he 
leaves ho■e around 2:15 p.■• and returns around 12:30 a.■• 
On April 3, 4, and 5, 1968, he was working at Aerodex on 
the above mentioned shift. On April 6 and 7, 1968, a 
weekend, he re■ained ho■e and did not leave Miaai or Dade 
County, Florida. Fro■ April 7 - 12, 1968, he worked at 
Aerodex on the above described shift. 

He has never left the State of Florida with the 
exception of going to New York City once when he was in 
high school. 

He has never been in the State of Alaba■a and 
he has never heard of the na■es EDDIE WILBURN, SAIIUEL 
LEWIS, WILLIAM PIERCE or BOB BRINKLEY. He does not know . 
anyone fro■ Huntsville or Athens, Alaba■a and he has never 
been in nor does he know anyone that drives an auto■obile 
with a police radio. 

He has never been in Belle1Glade or Okeechobee, 
Florida, and he does not know anyone that owns a motel, hotel, 
cot•ages or owns an airplane. 

I 
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IOI 44-1854 

Be has never been a aeaber of the Ku nux Klan 
and does not know anyone who is or was a aeaber of the 
Klan. 

There are no other BEN THOMPSON• who are fishermen 
in the Miaai-Key West, Florida area as far as he knows, 
noting his father, BEN THOIIPSON, SR. died in Noveaber, 
1967, while residing at 4220 N. w. 23rd Avenue, Miaai. His 
father gave up full tiae fishing in 1954 when he had heart 
trouble. Prior to that, in 1952, his father sold 
his boat. Froa 1952 to Noveaber, 1967, his father was 
seai-retired and only fished occasionally. When his 
father was auch younger, he worked on a wreoking tug and 
at tiaes, went to Cuba on this tug. Howe,_, his father 
did not own any business in Cuba. He has never been to 
Cuba hi11Self and he has never had any interests in Cuba. 

During the tiae he was a c01111ercial fisheraan, 
he has had a great many individual deck hands, however, 
to his knowledge, none of these individuals had ever 
served any tiae in a prison or penitentiary. 

He has a relative named RONNY PIERCE who is 
about 35 years of age and who is a fisheraan living in 
Marathon, Florida. As far as he knows, IONNY has never 
been in any trouble. 

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY were shown to 
hia and he felt the photographs showing RAY by hiaself, 
with the picture of RAY with sunglasses, looked faailiar, 
however, he could not be sure of this identification. 
Possibly he aay have seen photographs of RAY in the newspapers 
or on television. 

He eaphatically denied being involved in this 
aatter in any aanner or under any circuastances. It is 
a complete aystery to him if or why his name would be 
used in this aatter. If soaeone is using his naae tn this 
regard, then the identity of this individual is unknown 
to hia. 

The following descriptive data was obtained through 
observation and interview: 

Naae 
Sex 
Race 

BENJAMIN LARNARD THOIIPSON, JR. 
Male 
White 
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1D1 44-1854 

Date of birth 
Place of birth 
Height 
Weight 
Eyes 
Hair 
Coaplexion 
Build 
Marital Status 

  
Key West, Florida 
5 '8" 
140 pounds 
Blue 
Brown 
Ruddy 
llediu■ 
Married 

II 
t . 
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PII IIR&INT 6•4•61 PJL 

TO DIRECTOR, ATLANTA, IAISAS CITY, AND 

n•HIS 

FROI ..if"111 <44•1854) 

IUIXUI - CR. 

RE ATLANTA TEL TO DIRECTOR SIi POUR SIXffEIEIKT • 

ALL TICKETS IAINTAINm IN IASTEIN AIRLINES RECORDS, IIAII FOR 
PASSDISIRS TIAftU18 01 DSTD• FLIGHTS ONE zao SIX, DIRE[ TIO ZIRO, 

AND THIii TIO EI8llT no■ APRIL nn, NINETEEN SIXTTEIIRT TO APIIL 

IINTEEN IINITIIN SIXTYEI8HT 11:VIEVID THIS Di\TI WITH ID'EREICI TO NAIIIS 

RA■oN HOISi SNEYD AND PAUL BRID81■AN AND AU. CHECIS IE8ATIYE. 

ONLY TICIITS PURCHASED TRROlla EASTERN AIRLIIIS ARE IAIITAIIID II 

I.ASTERN RECORDS. 

RECORDS row OFF UNE TICIET Pll'ICNASES BY PASSEIIDS WNO ALSO USED 
ABOVE ,UQHTS IIAINTAIIED IN COIIPUTD RECOIDS AND Alb18111ElffS 11118 

IIADE TO LOCATE AID RIVI IV SAIi AID SIT ,ORTH LEADS• 

A & D. 

DID 

SedrCht!d 
Senahzed--;---;-;;-------
lndexed 
Fited --+h r---------
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MM 44-1854 
DNJ/pmg 
1 

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA -PATRICK A. PHILBIN, at Belle Glade, Florida, May 
20, 1968. 

WILLIAM IEE PIERCE located at Tru-Flo Pump 
Company, advised he presently lives in ' Pahokee, Florida, 
across from the Farmer's Market on Le~ Friend High­
way, but uses P.O ~ Box 398, Belle Glad~ Florida, 
as his mailing ad~ress. 

' ,II 
·\i I 

PIERCE ~dvised that he came up Belle Glade as 
a young man from ~he area of Uniontown'.., Pennsylvania, 
in the eaPly 1930~s, and after workin@. ·;nard in construction, 
and other field& teqa:me one of the bist'iest property 
owners in the area and did construct sie apartments ! 
knCMl as the Bill Pierce Apartments on ghway 441 in 
the city limits. He stated just after , orld War II 
he and several others cleared out a 1a.4e field which is 
now the city airport and that he got i~to the air taxi 
and crop dusting qusiness and that he *d learned to 
fly back then but had never gotten a ~ot•s license. 
He stated that all of his airplanes wee torn up and 
destroyed in a huI?rica.re about 1949 and { hat was the end 
of his venture in this field . He staterd that in the 
50's he had developed some machinery wh\ich wove the fibers 
of the Ra.mi plant into cloth resembling cotton and was 
doing an extremely profitable business in Cuba with 
Batista until Castro took over and put him out of 
business there. He said his financial statement would 
have been worth several million dollars at that tim~ but 
that severe financial ·losses, poor business operations 
in construction, etc . , cost him almost everything he had. 
He stated that he had signed a . $350,000 contract with 
TRUJILLO in the Dominican Republi~ for his weaving 
machine and that two days later TRUJILLO was assassinated 
and that was the end of that. 

PIERCE stated that he be,came involved in 
several money, losing ventures and a sh~pping center fell 
through in which he had invested heavil y and that friends 
wanted him to declare bankruptcy but that he had worked 
hard and had ~aid off $27,000 in debts and with the 
exception of ,125,000 which he owes in Federal Income 
taxes be is out of debt and plans to work hard and get 
back on his feet. He stated that at the present time he 
is completely broke butthat he feels he can still make 
money amt will soon have his own weldi-ng shop and has 
plans for the development of various types of machinery. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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MM 44-1854 
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PIERCE stated that the only trips made in 
the past year was one trip to BainbridJe, Georgia, 
during March, 1968, to visit his sisteF-in-law, 
BESSIE WILLIAMS and one trip to IslamoFada, Florida, 
to visit his step son CHARIES WARREN SMITH a day or 
two prior to Easter. 

PIERCE stated he owns no airplane, could 
not fly one at this time. He has not been to Atlanta, 
Memphis, Kansas City, Missouri, for years and has not 
been contacted by anyone from the"Los Angeles Times"and 
has never heard of anyone named BEN Tlit)MPS0N who owns 
a yacht or shrimp boats in the area of Key West, Florida. 

PIERCE stated that in the optration of his 
apartments and during his lifetime he probably has 
made a number of enemies. 

PIERCE is a white male, born August 8, 1900, 
at Revere, Pennsylvania, is 5 1 8½" tall, weighs 200 pounds, 
hair is dark brown_ and greying, eyes ~e brown, has 
several moles on face, wife FAY nee IQLLER. Drives 
a tan 1957 Ford Sedan, Florida license 6w-62269. 
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The following invest1.gation was conducted by 
SA ROBERT W. WISEMAN at Boca Raton, FloPida, relative 
to identifying the unknown individual at the Texaco 
station located at U.S. #1 and Palm Aire Street, in 
Boca Raton who was the recipient of a business card 
from Mr. H. D. BRINKER. 

Physical inspection of the Boea Raton area 
developed that there is no Balm Aire Street, how~ver 
there is a Sunoco station located at the intersection 
of Highway #1 and Royal Palm Road, which appears to 
be the logical location of instant serv-ice station. 
Mr. BERNARD IRELAND., Jr., co-owner of instant service 
station advised that beginning March 7, . i968, and for 
a period of three weeks he employed one DAIE WHITMAN., 
whom he described as ·1n his early twenties., very per­
sonable and an excellent public relations man with 
customers. WHITMA'N was dissatisfied with his employment 
and was interested in bettering himself and left voluntar .. 
ily to ~ecure employment elsewhere with an unknown 
uniform company in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 

Subsequent investigations identified DALE 
WHITMAN's mother as Mrs. GORDON YOST, who resides 
in a trailer lot #35, Tropic Gardens Trailer Park, 
s. Federal Highway, Delray Beach, Florida, which is Just 
north of the Boca Raton City limits. Mrs. YOST 
interviewed on May 21, 1968, stated that her son 
DAIE WHITMAN is an only child of a pre¥ious marriage 
and his father is deceased. She stated that during 
a~pr~~i-~ely the middle of February, 1968, her 

son phoned her from Chicago, Illinois, stating that his 
wife had left him and that divorce action by her had 
been instituted . As a result he came here to this 
area and resided with her and her second husband up 
until May- 7, 1968. She stated that he was very 
dissatisfied with the employment opportunities here in 
South Florida, and had worked for a while at the 
Sunoco station in Boca Raton, left there and worked 
for an unknown uniform company in Fort Lauderdale, as 
a truck driver and on the afternoon of May 7, 1968, came 
home saying that he was going up north to seek better 
employment, and that he would contact her at some later 
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date when he got settled and left. She advised that she 
has had no contact with him since and has no idea of 
his current whereabouts but is of the opinion that he 
would not go back to Chicago because of his unhappy 
situation and 'divorce action. Mrs. YOST continued saylng 
that prior to coming to Florida, she ana her son DAIE 
resided for many years in the Warren, ©pio area and that 
she has two brothers in Warren, Ohio, now who her son 
might contact. She stated that one brother or uncle of 
DAIE WHITMAN is BYRD JAY LANE, who resides at 1594 
Kuszma.ul Avenue in Warren, Ohio, and that the other 
brother ROBERT LANE also is in Warren, Ohio, address 
unknown, but his address will be known to BYRD. Sh-e 
added further that she has another brotner named NOAH LAijE 
who resides at an unknown address in C~lumbus, Ohio, 
and his address also will be known to JBYRD. BYRD JAY 
LANE and ROBERT LANE are both employed by General Motors 
Corporation in Warren, Ohio. The empl0Y,JDent of NOAH LANE 
in Columbus, Ohio is not known to her. 

Mrs. YOST continued saying tut her son DAIE 
took most of his personal effects with him upon departure 
including any correspondence, notes and s1m1Jar items. She 
stated that after he departed she did f~~d some notes 
with telephone numbers on them and busimess cards which 
she threw away in the trash without reading and had no 
knowledge of the~r contents believing tlaat they were of no 
value to her son or he would not have left them. Mrs. 
YOST is unfamiliar with the name of H. B~ BRINKER or 
H. ROBERTSON BRINKER or the Riddle Factory Catering 
Company of Detroit, Michigan. She does not recall her 
son mentioning anything about this, but added that she 
does know that he was interested in bettering himself 
and was rnakingevery effort possible while in this area 
to get better employment th{ln the two tnat he did have. 
Mrs. YOST did divulge in the conversation that her son 
DAIE WHITMAN at age 18 had enlisted in the U.S. Navy and 
shortly thereafter while being stationed in Bainbridge, 
Maryland, was involved with the Federal Government 
concerning a car theft for which he had a two year 
probationary sentence. She explained this is the reason 
why she was initially reluctant to discuss her son's 
whereabouts or possible whereabouts with the interviewing 
agent. 
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The following investigation was condu.cted by 
SA PATRICK A~ PHILBIN on May 18, 1968, in Belle Glade, 
Florida. 

Chief of Police CHARIES GOODIETT (NA), 
Belle Glade Police Department, advised that he has l<;nown 
WILLIAM L~ PIERCE for about 35 years. He said that 
PIERCE used to own PIERCE 1 s Quaters which was a 
sort of "flop house" for migrant farm workers. However, 
he advised PIERCE lost the business about six months 
ago for non-payment of taxes. 

Chief GOODIETT further advised that PIERC! 
used to have an. interest in cattle, farm land. and a 
"Ramey.!! machine he invented that ~ve hemp into cloth. 
He continued by saying the PIERCE had ma.de a lot of 
money years ago but had_lost it by making bad invest­
men ts over the · years • 

Chief OOODIETT stated he was- very well acqualni­
ed with BILL PURCE and he is not a racist or a bigot. 

Chief GOODIETT advised PIERCE is pres~ntly 
working for the True-Flow Welding Company Emd lives 
in Pahokee, Florida. 

The records of the True- Flow Welding COJDPfll'\Y 
showed that WILLIAM PIERCE was at work on April 4, 5 an4 

· 6, 1968. 
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The following investigation was oondu.cted 
by SA WELDON L. KENNEDY at Marathon, Florida, on 
May 18, 1968. 

DAVID DAY, Deputy, Monroe County Sheriff's 
Office Sub-station, Monroe County; Florida, advised that 
RONALD _K. PIERCE, age approxima_tely 45 years old, is 
an indigent lobster fisherman who is married and ha.a 
five ch1ldren and to supplement his fishing income he 
works part time as an automobile mechaniq. 

DAY further advised that PIERCE ia a , 
long time resident of Marathon, Florida, who ae.ldoll, 
if ever, leaves the Florida Keya. As fa~_as DAY 
knows, PIERCE does not hold a pilot's license, 
has no interests in flying, and does not own a plane. 
PIERCE has had no affiliation in Cuba. 

Searched ______ ~ ~-,9-;-::::;--
Senal1zed _____ _ 
lndeJ(ed _ _ _ _____ ~---r-;-;, 
F11ed _ _____ _ _ _ --"'-Y-

+4-1fS1f--fo'5rP_ 
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The following investlg&tion was conducted bf 
SA ROMALD TODD at Okeechobee, Florida: 

On May 18, 1968, GEULDXNE BOWLES, Ridge 
Apart■enta, Buckhead Ridge, adyised that she is the wife 
of JOHN To BOILES. She stated tbat she recalls that 
she was at the ho■e of BOILES' sister, Mrs. CHARLES 
GRIZZAFFE in Ta■pa, Florid&, the day IIARTJI:N L11!'BER JCI:IG 
was killed. She stated th&t she had gone to Ta■pa 
that ■orning fro■ Okeechobee, Florida for a dental 
appoint■ent. She ■ade the drive with Mrs. GRIZZAFFE 
and spent the night at her ho■eo Early the next 
■orning J<BN BOWLES flew fro■ Okeechobee to Taapa and 
she flew back to Okeechobee with hi■ that ■orning. 
She stated that she had not known he had been in Ta■pa 
the day KING was killed; however, she stated that they 
are getting a divorce and she is not aware of all of 
his activities. She co-ented that upon returning to 
Okeechobee on April 5, 1968, she asked his ■other if 
he had been ho■e on the night of April 4, 1968, and his 
■other stated that he had. She asked his ■other this 
question because she wanted to know if he might have 
been out with his girl friend, IIARY KNIGHT, a bar•id 
at the Fin and Feather Bar. She co11Mnted that nothing 
has occurred within the ~st two aonths tut would cauae 
her to believe he ■ight hll\~e been involved in the ■urder 
of KING. She said she did not believe be could possibly 
b~ involved. She added that he has been in the Okeecijobee 
area for the past two ■ontbs with the exception of the 
few trips he took over to Taapa. She e&id she did not 
b~lieve BOWLES would atteapt to fly the airplane any 
further than Ta■pa. 

On May 18, 1968, JURY INXGBT, 106 1st Street, 
was located at the Fin and Feather B&r, Buckhead Ridge, 
and she stated that she was working the night KIBG was 
■urdered. She said she could not recall if BOILES was, 

St!MCY'l-'d --- - --- -----: 

Senatw:d _ ---· -jPyY_,;J 
lnd~xt'd ~ ,a Filed __________ _ 
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at the bar ti.at night. She said she is certain he 
could not have been involved and that with the e~eeptie>n 
of a few trips to Taapa around the tiae of KIXG's 
death be baa been in Okeechobee, Florida. She stated 
ttaat she ls BOILES' girl friend and that both she and 
BOILES are getting a divorce. 

On ■ay 20, l968, CllARLES GRIZZAFPE, Ridge 
Apartaents, Buckhead Ridce, advised that his wife 
is the sister of JOIUf T. BOILES. Be stated that he 
lives at 332 Westcrest, Taapa; however, he coaes to 
Okeechobee, Florida often since he owns the Ridce 
Apartaents at Ba,ckhead Ridge. Be s1;ated that BOll,IS 
and -is wife, GIR,ALDJU, ■-nage the apartaenta for 
hia. Be stated that BOWLES •de several trips to 
Taapa around the first part of April, 1968, to visit 
a ~ental laboratory. BOWLES would always call hi• 
first so that soaeone could aeet hi• at the airport. 
Be stated that nothing has occurred that would cause 
hia to suspect that BOILES aight ha,e been involved 
in the aurder of UBG. 

On ■ay 20, 1968, GLD BA■ILTOB, Okissi-■ee 
Fishing caap, Okeechobee, Flori~•, advised that BOWLBS 
keep~ his airplane just across the road f~o• his caap. 
The place is called Bog Island. Be stated t~at BOILES 
buys ga~oline f~o• hi• for his ai~plane. The airplane 
has a oapacity of about 13 gallons and a top speed of 
about 75 ailes per hour. Be believes the furtherest 
BOILES has flown is Taapa. Be stated that he bas ~ot 
heard or seen anythinJ t~t would lead hia to ~•li•ve 
BOILES could possibly be involved in the au~der of 
IIAR'?IR L11rPR DKG. 
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The following investigation was conducted 
by SA WELDON L. KENNEDY at Marathon, F1erida, on 
May 20, 1968. 

RONALD K. PIERCE, Sr., also known as "RED" 
PIERCE was interviewed and stated that he was born 
on September 2, 1929, at Battlecree1lc., Michigan. 
He is 5'11" tall., weighs 205 pounds, hat brown eyes 
and red hair. PIERCE advised he operat s a small 
fishing boat and fishes for a living. o one else ever 
uses his boat. 

PIERCE advised he last left the Florida 
Keys in 1957. PIERCE often works as a~1automobile 
mechanic to obtain extra money. PIERCB' has no 
relatives by the name of WILLIAM PIERCK., does not 
know how to fly, has no plane and owns no interes,t 
in any land or airports. 

PIERCE is mar~ied, has five ~hildren 
and knows no one by the name of SAM IEWIS, EDDIE 
WILBURN or JIM GARRISON. 

' PIERCE is related to BEN THOMPSON who 
he used to fish with several years ago $lld who 
he has not seen for ©ver a year. 

Searched - --------:;po~7~ 
senahzed - --------_-1:_-=r--
lnde)(_e_d===================~¥ Flied 
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The following investigation was conducted 
by SAs DAVID N. JELLISON and IEONARD c. PETERSON 
at Miami, Florida, on May 17, 1968. 

Current Miami, Florida Southern Bell Telephone 
Directory lists a WILLIAM L. PIERCE at 500 N.E. 
83rd Street, Miami, Florida. 

Mrs. WILLIAM L. PIERCE., wife of WILLIAM 
L. PIERCE was located and interviewed at the PIERCE 
apartment, 500 N.E. 83rd Street, Apartment 5, Miami, 
Florida. She stated she and her husband were staying 
at Conch Key, Florida, on the night of April 4, 1968. 
Later that night tney returned to Miami, Florida where 
they remained for four or five days.prior .to 
her husband's departure to Waynesville, North Carolina, 
with his mother, DOLLY PIERCE. 

PIERCE owns the Rocky Waters Motel, Waynesville, 
North Carolina, and his telephone number is 926-1585. 
Mrs. PIERCE advised that he has been at the Rocky Waters 
Motel since leaving Miami. 

Mrs. PIERCE stated her husband has a private 
pilot's license which he obtained at the Asheville, 
North Carolina airport. He last flew a private 
plane in about October, 1967, in North Carolina. He 
flies only for personal pleasure and does not own a 
plane. Mrs. PIERCE lmows of no one 1n a position 
to loan a plane to her husband. 

Mrs. PIERCE further advised her husband has 
not been in Kansas City or New Orleans and to her 
lmowledge he is not associated with JIM GARRISON 
or EDDIE WILBURN, he has never been associated with any 
Klu Klux IO.an organization and he owns no property 
such as land or airports. Mrs. PIERCE advised her 
husband was born in Arizona on September 7, 1913. 

::,._-,, rch:!d - -------~,--
Senaltzed ______ q 
Indexed _________ ...,~_, /l 
Filed _ __________ ~ 
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MEMPHIS ( 44-1987) 

MIAMI (44-1854)(P) 

6/5/68 

Re investigation concerning infor tion 
furnislied bY. "LOB Angele Tim.es" reporters. 

Enclosed for the He■phis Division are 15 
copies of 4 separ.ate FD-302s and 15 copies of 7 
separate investigative insert tor poigsible clusion 
in • r,eport. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS 

2 .... 165) (RII) 
1 - 111am1 
DNJ/pmg 
(:J) 
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l 858JIII DST 6• 5• 68 ua&DIT UT .. -· -- . -
TO DIRECTOR. ATLMTA < .... 8386) • au CA80, DM.LAS, HOUSTON • .. _ .,. ........ ·- . --··· ----·-- . . . ... . 
LOS M&II.ES, ■INPIUS, 111-EAPOLIS MD IIEV YORK - . .. - ... . -
P'80N . NIMI <P> 

IIURKIII• 

U JCMSAS Clff TII.: TO THE BWll:AU JUNE THUE LAST• . - - - - -- .. 
ATLANTA TEI. " TO THE BOR&AU JONE roua LAST MD NIMI TIL . . - ... . . 
'I) THE BUREAU JIM£ roua LAST· 

roa IIIFO OFFICES WRICH DID NOT UCE1'1E RE ATLMT ta.· - -- . __ .,._ _ _...,. __ ·-· - .. 
or JIME FOUR LAST, THIS TIL &17LECTS ONE &MON 8DR81: . . -
SIIEY'D• IIIOSE PASSPORT PHOTO NAT BE THAT OF SUBJECT &lit, OBTAIIID - . -... .. . - . - . ,. 

A 8IU Tl Sil OOIIIIOIIVUI.TH PASSPORT ON APRIL TVDlff POUR LAST• Ill 
,. - .. - - .. , .. . - . . . . - - . .. 
APPi.Tiii& FOR PASSPORT HE FWIUSKED ,Ou.GVINI DESCRIPTIOll1 . - . -. . . - . .. . . -
WRITE NALE, 80Rlf TORONTO, ONE 

SIXffEl&IT LBS •• BLACK HAIR, BROIM au. RESIDINI NINE six· ... .. . . . "" .. -
El 8KT DmlDAS, TOROIITO• CMADA. 1111 CH IS CHEAP 800NUI& HOUSE . .. . - ... 

WHERE SNErD llESIDID SINCE APRIL SIXTY'&IIBT• PIIOPRI rroa COUl.8 - . - .. - .. 

IIOT IIMJ: POSITIVE IDDITlrICATUUI or SNEYD AS RAY rm• PHOTO. .. ... -- ...,_ _____ .,._ . 
PASSPORT APPLICATION OBTAIIID TH80UQK TUIIEL. A&DICf IIUR . - . . --· -- . - - . -

Searched Se~~~--------a~w­
lndexed --r-
c-iled --------~-

tfJ 

• 
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PAGE TWO 

• • . 

ROONUI& HOUSE MD TRNEL · A8ENCY RECORDS INDICATE Slft:TD HAD 
. - ·-- - - . 

PLANNED TO TRNEL· TO LONDOM VIA S>AC MD IIOULD RETURN NA!' . . - . . 
TWDITTIIUIE LAST• RE ATL-,TA TIL OF J&JIE FOUR LAST REQUESTED - . . ... 
IIIMI REVIEW EASTERN AIBI.INES <EAL> n.I&RTS THREE TVflf11' MD 

"' . - - .. -
TllUE TVDITTEI &KT FOR DAILY FLI &IITS FSON ATLMITA TO TORONTO - ~ . . . . .. 
AND n.1 allT OIIE ZERO SIX . DAlLT F'ROII A'h..MTA TO NONT&EAL• auauu ··- -- - ... -
FURTHER ADVISED SNEY'D I ■ OBTAUl11'6 PASSPORT FURlll SHED MME OF 

• .. • ' -· 1- 4 .. - • .. - -

PAlL BRID&DIM AS PERSON TO IIOTI rt Ill EVDIT OF DID&INCf MD .. .. ·-- . . - .. ... .. - . 
AlN 1 SSD B8J D8ENM NAY NAU E BEDI INCARCERATED VI TH SUBJECT• . 

BUREAU UIST&OCTD MME OF Slll:rD MID BIUD8DIM BE QISCKED TO - . 
DETEBNUIE IF PASSDl&ERS Obi AS>VE-N!NTIONED n.1 GRTS FOR PERIOD 

~ . . . . ... 

APRIL FIVE THR006R AP&lL NINETUN LAST• . ... . ""' .. -
UL. RECORDS QISCKED ON JUNE FOO& LAST DID NOT REP'LECT . . ~ . - - ... .. -

EITKE& SNErD OR B&lDGIIUIII AS PASSIN&ERS THU.SE FL18HTS DU&UI& .. . . . .... ... ... . 

PDTUIENT PERIOD• - .. .. ... 
ULl UCO.RDS IDIDICATE THAT TICKETS OF OTHER AIRLIIIES VERI: . .. ·--· ... - ...... 

USED ON PEilTlNDIT FLiaTHS DUBIN& PUTUIDtT PEalOD MD TICKET - .. ... - - . ... .. . . . 
NmBERS ARE AS FOLLOVS1 - ' . 
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PAGE TIIREEE 

UNITED AIRLINES, QUCA&O, IU.•• COACH CLASS& - - . . - " ... .. . 
ZERO OH£ SIX•TVO ONE TIUlEE•TWO SI.VOi El &KT THRJ:E IIUIE - . . . . .. ... 

COUPONE TW, FLl&HT THREE TWDITY ON APRIL: FI\fE LASTa -. . ... ... .. .. -
zao ONE SlX-,OUR TWO Fl\fE•TVO "'"' TWO S&VDI TWO SEVDI, 

COUPON TWO, FLI &KT THREE TVDIT't Ofll APlllL NUIE LASTJ - "' -. . .... - - . .. . -
ZERO ONE SIX•TKJU:E ZERO ONE-TWO FIVE NINE SIX THREE TWO, - . ... -

COlJPON TWO, FLI GNT TKREE TWDITY' ON APRIL . NINE LAST. 
- , .. . ... .. - -

DILATA Al RLU1E, ATLANTA, 6A•, COACH Q.ASS1 - - . . 

ZERO ZERO SIX-TWO ZEBO TW•TWO ,oua 11U1EE TKREE POOR . . .. . . - -
FIVE, COUPON TWO, FLI 6HT ONE ZERO SIX, APRIL SIX LASTJ 

"" .. . .. .. 
ZERO ZEBO SIX•TWO ZERO 011.E•TKREE 081E TKREE SIX ONE NINE, - . . . 

COUPON TWO, FL81 TH TKREE TWDIT't, APRIL SIX LASTJ 
... . . -- - . . -

ZERO ZEJiO SIX-FOUR NlDilE ElGKT-SINDi TWO ZERO SEVIN El&KT - .. . .... - . .... 

F'l\lE, COUPON TWO, FLGITK TKREE TWilfTYElaKT, APIUL EIGKT LASTJ - - . 
ZERO ZERO SIX-El 8KT SIX ZERO-TW SEVEN SE\IDI El ET SIX 

El&HT, COUPON FOUL FLIGHT THREE TVDltTEIGKT, APRIL E16HT LASTJ . ·--- - - - -
ZERO Z:ERO SIX-TWO ZERO TIQ•ONE NINE SIX El IHT SIX TIIO, .. - - .. ... 

COUPON ONE, FLl&KT THREE TWDltT, APRIL THIRTEEN J.ASTJ 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



llbl <44-1854> 

ZERO ZERO SIX-FOUR ZEBO ONE•ZEBO SIX El&HT SEVIN FIVE 

THREE, COUPON THREE, Ji'LI&HT ONE ZEBO SIX, APRIL SI.VIJfTEIN - --· . ... - . .. 

ZERO ZERO SIX•FOUR ZEBO ONE-ZERO FIVE ONE TKUE ONE .. - - .. 
EI6KT, COUPON TW, Jl'LI&KT THREE TWENTY. APRJL SlltENTEEN LASTJ .. . . . - . .. -

ZERO ZERO SIX-FOUR ZERO OME-ZERO FI VE ONE roua TIQ ONE. . .. . ... 

COUPON TWO. FLI6HT THUE TVINTY', APRIL SEVENTEEN LAST. 
... . . ... -

SOUTBEBN AIRWAYS, INC•• ATLANTA. 6A• • COACH CLASS1 . . . 

ZERO THREE ElGKT-THREE ZERO ZE&>•FOUR EI6KT SEVEN S!YDI 

,.IVE TWO, COUPON TVO, FLI&HT O!IIE ZEBO SIX, APRIL SIX LASTJ - . . - . .. . . . . 
ZEBO THREE El&ilT•THREE ZUO Z£80•,0UR NINE NIIIE l'OUR - -- -~ - . .. -

TWO SEVIN• COUPON TWO, FU&HT ONE ZERO SIX, APRIL THIRTDJt .. ...... . - ... . - . 
LAST• 

Fl&ST CLASSI 

ZERO THREE EI &HT-TWO ZEBO ZERO• SIX TIO TIO FI VE NIN£ - ; .. -- . .. - .. 
TWO, COUPON TVO. n.IeKT ONE ZERO six. APRIL. TEN LASTJ - - .. - .. 

Z&BO THREE EIGKT-TWO TIIO ZEBO-SJX TVO TWO FIVE NINE ONL - ~ .. . 
COUPON TWO. Pl.SI TK ONE ZEBO s1x. AP&IL TIN LAST• 

• .. II, • .. 
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TRMS-TEXAS AIRWAYS, UITERNATIONAL . AIRPORT, HOUSTON, - - . - -
TEXAS, COADI CLASS1 

ZERO THREE THllU-TRllEE TWO ZEBO-ZEBO El &HT 011£ TilllEE 
- • - -· - - • I, 

ZERO TWO, COUPOII THREL J'LI &CT THREE TWENTY El &KT, APRIL · NINE . . - .. . .. .. 
LAST• . . 

BRMllFF INTERNATIONAL AIRWAY'S, 1:3'CHMSE PARK, DAU.AS, 
... - . .. . 

TEXAS, COACH CLASS1 . . ... - . 
ZERO ZERO TW-TRUE OM!: ONE-ONE ZERO SWEN ONE ZEBO SEVDI, . . - ' - ·· - - . 

COUPON 1HREE, '1.811'K ONE ZERO SIX, APRIL G..EVDI LASTJ 
.. - -· .,. ..... - - .. . -
ZERO Z~ TW-TKBEE ONE OIIE-ONE ZERO SEVEN OIIE ZERO &llHT, 

... . .. .. ... . - . ... .. - . 
COUPON THUL rL&ITH ONE ZERO SIX, APRIL ILEVa LASTJ 
,,,. - -· .. -· - - . ... . . ... - - . .. 

ZUO ZDO TVO•TK&EE ONE ONEaONE ZERO Sl:VDI ONE ZERO SIX, .. ... . - - - . . .. 
COUPON TRUE, Fl.I &IT ONE ZERO SIX, APRIL El.WEN LASTJ 

.. - .. """ .. -
ZERO ZERO TVO-TlUl&E OHE ONE-01.U; ZERO SWEN ONE 0111: ZDO, ..... -. - . - ....... 

COUPON TKB.EE, '1.1 IKT ONE ZERO SIX, APRIL BLEVDI LASTJ - . - --- . - . -
ZERO ZEBO TWO- THREE ONE O•E-0111: ZEBO SEVDf 011£ ZERO NUIL . - . 

COUPON fllU:E, '1.18HT ONE ZERO SIX, APRIL D.EVDI LAST• - ... ···---. .. . . -

NOanc CINTRAL AIRLINES, SIX TW ZERO ONE-'llURTY'f'OU&'nl .. . . . - - ~ - ... . 
WENCi£ SOOTK, NUOIEAPOLIS, NINII•• COAQI CLASS1 - - - - - . ... .. -· ........ . 
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PME SIX 

ZUO ntaEE TWO-FOUR ZOO FOUR-TWO FIVE ONE TKJlEE SIX ONE, 
,, - .. .. 

COUPON OlfE• YLI &HT TKREE TWDUYEI alT, APRIL FOURTEIN LAST• .. .. - .. - - - . .. . -
MERICM AIRLINES, SIX TKRU TKREE THIRD AVDfUE, NEV 

YORK, arr., FIRST CLASS1 
... . . -. -

Z&BO ZERO ONE-THREE NIM£ TW01FIVE ZE3> SIX TWO FOUR EUIIT, .. - - ·- ·-- -
CO UPON TWO, 11.I ET THREE TViN'IT, AP&IL Fl nEDI LAST J - ... .. .. . .. .... -- - . 

ZERO ZERO ONE-THREE NIii£ TWO•FIVE ZERO SIX TWO FOUR SIX, - - .... - · - - - .. - -
COUPON TW'>. FU &HT TIIUE TWDfTY, AP~L FIVE LASTJ - . - - . - - . 

ZERO ZERO ONE-FOUR NINI: TIIO-SIX SIX SIX El&BT SEVDf TWO, ...... -- · ... - - .. --

COUPON FOUR, n.l&HT THRU TWDITr, APRIL S£VDITEDI LASTJ - . .. .. . . - .. 

PMI MUICM AIRLl~ES, NEW YORK, NY, FIRST C1.ASS1 . . ~ 

ZERO TIIIO SlX-TNREE ,OUR rwo-roua SIX ZERO TWO SJ.Va SIYIN, .. . - .. . 
' 

COUPON TIUlEL FLIGHT THREE TVDITr, APlUL FlnEEN LAST• 
~ . - - . . . 

CONTINDIETAL AIRLlllES, UITEBHATIOIIAL AIBPORT, LOS M&ILES, . - - - . 
CALIF•, COACH CLASS1 

ZERO ZEBO FIVE-THREE ONE ZEROITIVE ZERO ZDO ,OUR SIJfDI 
\ 

EI 6KT, COUPON TWO, Tl.I &HT ONE zau SIX, AP&IL NIii£ LAST· - .. - --- . .. .... . . .. - . . 
AIR CMADA, PLACE VILLE N.A&IL NONTREAL, P80VIDDICE OF 

"' - .. . . 
QUEBEC, COAal CLASS1 
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ZERO ON! l'OUR•TKREE NIii£ ZE&O-SIX FOUR SI.VEN TW El&HT ..... ·- - ... - .... 
TN&EE, COOPON TWO. VLIET TK&EE TVDITYEI&HT• APBlLl 1'11/E ~TJ · - · ... ' . .. . - .. . .. -

ZEBO ONE ,oua-THatE lflllE ZERO-SIX ZEii> FOUR El &IT ZERO - . - .. . - - .. ... .. 
EI&IIT. COUPON ONE, FLIGHT THREE TVDITY, APB.IL SIX LASTJ .. - . - - - .. ... 

ZERO ONE FOU&•1HREE NINE ZERO-SIX ZERO ,OUB EIIHT ONE - . - ... . 
ZEBO, COUPON ONE, FLl8KT TH&EE TWDITY, APRIL: SIX LASTJ .. . - - .. . ... 

ZERO ONE FOUR•THllEE NINE ZE80•SIX S&VEN FII/E ,OUR POUR - . 

NINE, COUPON ONE, VL.1 INT ONE ZERO SIX, APRIL SEV'DI LASTJ .. . .. . . 
ZUO ONE P'OUR•THREE MUI£ ZERO•SIX SEVDI FIVE FOUR FI\JE -

TWI>. COUPON ONE, FLI &KT ONE ZERO SIX, APRIL SEVIM LASTJ .. . . .. 
ZERO ONE FOUR1,0UR ZUO ONE1EIGHT SIX SIX FOUR FOUR nl/E, . . ... .. - . 

COUPONS TIUlEE MD FOUR, FLJ QIT ONE ZERO SIX, APRIL SEI/DI LASTJ 
.. - . . . - . -

ZERO OME FOU&-TKREE NINE ZERO•Fl\lE 1lUlEE SIX El&HT TWO - ..... - .... .. - - - - " · ·- ... .. 
FOUR, COUPON TWO, P'LIGKT TKREE TWDITTEleHT, APRIL EIGHT LASTJ - . . . ""' - - -

ZPO ONE FOUR-THREE ~HIE ZERO•FII/E TRUE SIX El&RT TIIO 
... - - - ... 

TlfO, COUPON TWO, P'Ll8KT THREE TVDITY'ElalT, APRIL. EHIIT LASTJ - .... - . . .. -
ZERO ONE FOUR-THREE NINE ZEll>-P'OtJR EI &RT ONE FOUR n 1/E 

FIVE, COUPON TWO, FLISIT THREE TWDITY'El&HT, APRIL T&t LASTJ ....... _ .. - .. - . ... . 
Zf;RO ONE FOUR•TWO SIX ONE•TW P-II/E EI&KT THREE ZERO ZIRO, . - . . 
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PASE El&HT 

· COOPON TWO, FLI &HT ON£ ZUO SIX, APRJL IL.LVDI LASTJ . . . .. 
ZERO ORE FOwt-P'OUR NINE ONE-SINDf FOUR NINE FIVE ONE IIINL .. .. .. . . . - . --

COUPONS TKUE MD Jl'Oua. Pl.I GMT ONE ZERO SIX, APRIL. ELEVIJf -- . . ,. .. - .. .... 

LASTJ 

ZERO ONE FOUR-FOUR NINE ONl:-SEVDI FOUR NINE FIVE TWO 
.... ... - - - - .. ·-

zmo. COUPONS TKREE AND FOUL f'LI&KT ONE &ERO six. APllJL" 
. .. - -- .. ~ .. ..., -

ELININ LASTJ - . 

ZEBO ONE FOU&-THUE NINE ZEa>-Fl'1£ THJlU S&VDI SIX ElaKT - ~ - -
SIX, COUPON THJlU, FLlalT TIUlU TVDITYEI&HT, APRJL· TV!LVE LASTJ .. ... - - . 

ZERO 011.E P'OU&-TKRU ZEIO Ollt:-ONE 1HUE TH&U El 6KT NIIIE 
... . . . . -

El&KT, COUPON TWO, 11.IIHT ONE ZERO six •• APRJL POURTEDI LASTJ -·· - -.. - - ... 

ZERO ONE FOUR-FOUR ZERO OIIE•J:18KT SEVDI EHHT NINE SEVDI 

FOUL COUPON FOUR. 11.J&HT TH&U TWi>lff • APR.lL . POU&TEDI LASTJ - . . ... - . .. . . . .. 
ZERO ONE FOUR-FOUR ZERO ONE-El alt THREE EUIIT NUIE EUIHT ., . - . --- ·-

NUIL COUPONS THREE MD POUL Fl.I fiHT ONE ZERO SIX, AP&JL - -· - .. .. - . . . .. . --- .. . -
Sl»DITEEII LASTJ · - . -

ZERO ONE ,oua-roua NINE ONE-Fl VI: THREE ZERO Fl VE FOUR - - - - ... - ---... - ....... - .... . 
TRUE. COUPON THau. FL16KT ONE ZERO SIX, APRJL i Elan'Ellf LASTJ --. . . . "" 
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ZERO ONE ,OlJR•TIIUE SIX ONE-ZERO EIIHT nva: ONE FIVE TKREL 

COUPON THREE• FLIGHT ON£ ZERO SIX. APRIL . El8KTEDI LASTJ · 
- ... - --• ~ • atri, - ~ I .., - • -. 

ZDO ONE roua-vooa SIX ONE-ZERO ElatlT EUIIT ,OUR ONE 
...... - ... - i- • " " 

. . 
FIVL COUPON FOUR, P'LlalT OIIE ZDO SIX• APRIL· EHHTEDI LASTJ 
.. ... -· ... .. . . . ... - ... - . -

. 
ZERO ONE FOUR•TWO NINE TWO•El&HT NINE SIX n~E NINE . .. .. .. .. .. .. - ... -- . - - -

FOUR. COUPON TWO. P'L81TH ON£ ZDO SIX• APUL El-TEDI LASTJ - ... .. . . . .. - . .. 
ZERO 0111: ,OlJR-THaa; ZERO ONE-ZERO P'IVI: SIX nva: 111REE 
-·• .- . • - .. I . . 

zuo. COUPON THUL Jl"L.l&HT ONE ZERO SIX, APRIL. NINETEDI LAST• ....... - ..... .. .. - - . -
TRMSAIR LI•ITD, UITEINATIOIIAL AIRPORT, VIIIIIIPEI, 

~ ... - ♦ • --. . • .,. 

CMADA. COAQI CLASSI ... . . .. . ... - .. --- .,,. . 
TVO SIX POOR•TH&U ZERO ZERO•ZDO' ZERO ,OU& SIX 0111: SIX, - .. 

COUPON · TVO, FLletlT TKREE TVINTY',AP&JL. NlNE LASTJ 
..... .. • • .""'I ... - - - - • .. 

t 
TIIO SIX f'OUR•TKllU Zl:80 ZEIO•ZEBO ZERO FOUR SIX ONE FOUL .. ... .... .. - - ... . 

COIJPON TVO. P'L8ITH THREE TVDlff• APRJL NINE LAST• - . . .. -- - -- -. . . .. 
NATIONAL: AIRLl ■ES• NIMI• FLA.. COAQI CLASSI - ..... - ·- . 
ZERO OIIE ZEBO-FOUR NUIE SWDl•ONE FIVE SIVDI NIii£ TRUE .. - - .. . 

SIX. COUPON THUL PLl91T ONE ZER> SIX, APRIL 11.EVDI LAST• - . . 
BRJTISK WIST UIDIM AIRWAYS, LTD•• KDIT HOUSL LON& 
.... - ... . - " . 

Cl&CULAR aoAD. IIARAVAL• PORT OF SPAIN, TRINIDAD• U11'ISH VEST . . . 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• (44-1854) 

PASE TIM 

• 

lNDI ES# COAal Cl.ASSt 

ONE ZUO SlX•F'OUR ZEBO ZEBO-SDIEM ZERO ONE TWO SIX SI.VIM# .. . . .. . 
COUPON ONE, FLl&TH THREE TVINTrEI&KT, APRIL . TWELVE LAST• - - - ... .. 

NlMl IS KMDLUl6 NATIONAL. AIBUII!:$ TICKETS• . . . .. 
MIMI IS ALSO HMDLUIG BRITISH WEST IMDIM AIRWAYS, LTD., - . ... . ... _ - -··· . 

TKBOUCII LOCAL . TICKET OFFICE, NIMI, 11110 ARE OBTAININ6 DESIRED - - -- --. - . - .. . . ... ... . 
UIFOBNATIOfll BY TELETYPE FRON HONE OFFICE• - - - - ' 

BUREAU IS REQUESTED# THBOU&R LEGAT OTT.AVA, TO HAWE ... - . - .. 
APP80PaIATE CHECKS NADE VITK AIR CANADA, IIONTREAL• MD TRMSAIR, . ... . . . 
UJIITED• VUINIPE&• TO DETERMINE IF PERSONS USING LISTED TICKETS .,.. ... . . ~ - - -

ARE IDENTICAL· VI TH RAY MD TO KNIE APPBOPRJ ATE LEADS SET OUT . ..._,. .... ... ~ . " . 
FRON UIFORNATION lllADE MIAILABLE B'f L£6AT• .. . . . . - . . 

CKICAaO, AT UNITED AlRJ.IIIES• DETERIIINE TO VKON LISTED . .. - . .. . . ... . - . - . -
TICKETS VERE ISSUED MD SET OUT LEADS TO DETERMINE IF IDillTICAL 

'DRAY• 

ATLMTA AT DELTA AIRL.UIES MD SOUTHERN AIRVA'fS# IIIC•J . . . . . .. - . -
HOUSTON AT TRMS-TUAS AIRWAJ'SJ . . -
DALLAS AT BRMIFF UilT!:RNATIONAL AIRWAYSJ ... ·-··- - - ....... 
NINNEAPOLI S AT NORTH CENTRAL AI BLINESJ 
~ ' ~ 
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PAGE ELEVEN 

• • 

NEV '!ORK AT MERICM AIRLINES AND PM MERICAN AlRLIMESJ . . - - . 
LOS Alll6ELES AT CONTUlmTAL AIBLINES - . 

COVER I.EADS AS SET OUT FOR CIU CAGO • 

ABIIED MD DM&EROUS• 

END 

WA VPK 

FBI - WASK DC 

NT JVD 

FBI NEV '!ORK 

TUTU 
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~ . Bl fllAIII • • 
FBI WASH DC 

18"3 NI IJR&INT 6•6•68 NAU 

TO AT1.MTA f?t!C~O DAU.AS KOUSTON LOS NIGEi.ES flENPHIS NIMI MINNEAPOLIS - - .. - . 
IIEW '!ORK 

FRON DIRECTOR 4"•38861 IP 

. NURKIN• 

&DIIMI TEL TO . BUREAU JUME FIVE LAST• 

INDIVIDUAL KNOW AS RMON 61DJUiE SNt:YD WAS . . . 
DETERIIIUID TO KNE BEEN Iii TORONTO, CA"ADA. AS OF 

. -
APRIL El6KT SIXTJ•El&KT• CKECK OF AIRLINE RECORDS CM, - - - . ~ .. .. 
TKUU'OU, Bl: LIMITED TO PERIOD OF APRIL. FIVE TKROUal 

.,. .. - - - -
APRIL EliKT SIXTY'•El&HT• AD\'1SE BU.REAU OF IDENTITIES OF . - - . . 
PERSONS TO WKOM SUCH TICKETS WIRE ISSUED BUT DO NOT - -
SET OUT LEADS TO TRACE SUCH PP.SONS UNTIL ADVISED BY' 

£HD 

KTF 
I 

ARIIED AND DANGEROUS• 

~B~ INl~l 
• I 

I 

TU 

. !/- f0 i-&,5f 
SEARCI ..:0 ----p)'f'- l 
SERIALIZED - "711-fD...., --== 

1968 
-- MIAM1 

.____,;7P"""'~IUJL-J ~ 
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FBI IUMl 

FBI NUINAPLS 

1155 M 6•6•68 IJRGIMT MCD 

TO NlMl (44•1854> 

FRON NlNMEAPOLlS <157•450> IP ... . . - .. . 

NURKUi 

RE .IUMI TEL TO BUREAU, .~TL.MITA, ~~CASO, DAU.AS, K0UST0N, 

LOS M&ELES, NENPHl S, NlNNEAPOLl S, NEW YORK, DATED JUNE FI VE, 

DOIIALD SONNlCKSEN, SUPER\IISOR, NORTH CDITRAL · Al&LINES, . . 

ADVISED MORTtl CDITRAL. AIRLUIES TICKET NtllBER ZERO TKBEE TW 

DASI! FOUR ZERO FOUR DASK TWO FIVE 0111: DASK THREE SIX ONL . - . . . . 

1 SSUED TO A Na• A• DlltN ON APJllL SEVEN, LAST, ON NORTH .... . .. . . 

CDITR.Al. AI&LUIES P'Ll6KT EllKT ONE ZERO FRON TORONTO TO DETROIT. . . . - - . ... 

DUNN RETUBIIED TO TORONTOM, APRIL ll.EVDI, LAST, Fl.YUi& . . -
Al& CANADA AI.BLIIIES DEPA&TUl6 WIIIDSOR• . .. . .. 

IIIMI, CHECK IJITK EASTERN AIRLINES MD DETERIIUIE WKETIIER -- - . . .. . 
OR NOT ABOVE TICKET NtMBEJl IS CORRECT• . . . 

ARIIED MD DM&EROUS• 
. ' . 
IIENNI S ADVl SED M 

- •• I 

DID 

CORR 1111RD PARA P'I RST LUI£ FOURTH WORD SHD BE TORONTO 
' . -

KTJi" 

FBI •IMI 

SEA ~.J',m_x,., /)(ff 
SERl;LIZ~O ~ IL.ED / " 

rr-'J 
FBI-MIAMI 

.. . I 
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F"D-36 (Rev. ~-22-64) • 
FBI 

Date: 6/6/68 

Transmit the following in ---------:-=---'-P_L.,...A.,..I_N_TE_XT_~-----------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

TELETYPE Via ________ _ URGENT 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -
TO MINNEAPOLIS (157-450) 

FROM MIAMI (44-1854) 

MURKIN, CIVIL RIGHTS 

Hfi~Tfks~~x, SIX, SIXTYEIGHT, AND BUTEL TO MINNEAPOLIS JUNE 

NORTH CENTRAL AIRLINES TICKET NUMBER SHOULD BE ZERO fflREE 

TWO-FOUR ZERO FOUR-TWO FIVE ONE THREE SIX ZERO, COUPON ONE, 

FLIGHT THREE TWO EIGHT, APRIL FOURTEEN, LAST. 

HCB:vc 
(1) 
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ME 44-1987 

ADMINISTRATIVE: 

Additional copies of this report have been designated 
for the Bureau in order that dissemination may be made to 
Legats, Ottawa and Mexico City. 

It should be noted that during interviews with certain 
of the subject's associates and former prison mates, their 
stories have varied from time to time. Some of their stories 
may have varied after this report was prepared. This is 
recognized but could not be avoided. Any more recent information 
obtained from them will be set out in subsequent reports. 

LEADS: 

All offices will continue to conduct investigation 
in this matter and will set out all leads which appear to be 
appropriate. 

COVER PAGE 
B* 
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Copy to: 

UNIT~ TATES DEPARTMENT OF JU~ 
Fi.:.DERAL BUREAU OF JNVESTIGATION 

Report of: SA JOE C. HESTER 
Dote: JUNE 5 1 1968 

OFfice: MEMPHIS 

Field Office File No.: 44-1987 Bureau File No.: 44-38861 

Title: JAMES 1-.ARL RAY; 
DR . MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR . - VIC'fH! 

Character:CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY: 
UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID CONFINEMENT - ROBBERY 

Synopsis: JAMES EARL RAY, FBI #405 942 G 1 escaped Missouri State Penitentiary 
(MSP) 4/23/67, and on 7/20/67 n complaint was filed before USC 
W. C. SHELEY, Jefferson City , ~ .• charging RAY with unlawful flight 
to avoid confinement in violation of Title 18, USC, Section 1073 . 
On 4/17/68 an authorized complaint was filed against ERIC STARVO 
GALT for violation of Title 18 use , Sec tion 241, charging that he 
did conspire to injure , oppress, t hreaten, or intimidate MARTIN 
LUTIIER KING, JR . , in the free exercise and enjoyment of his rights 
secured by the Constitution of the United States . Complaint was 
filed before USC, Birmingham , Ala . , by SAC JOSEPH H. GAMBLE, and 
a warrant was issued for the arrest of GALT. Recommended bond is 
$50,000 . On 5/7/ 68 Shelby County GJ, Memphis, returned a secret 
indictment charging JAMES EARL RAY with murder in the first degree , 
Chronological listing of subjec t•s activities from 4/67 to 4/68 
set forth and reflects he resided briefly at Montreal, Province of 
Quebec , Canada . He traveled to Birmi ngham, Ala . , purchased a 1966 
Ford Mustang , then traveled to Puerto Vallarta. Ja lisco, Mexico, 
for a brief residence, and then to Los Angeles, Calif . Subject made 
2 round trips by automobile from Los Angeles to New Orleans and 
in 3/68 established residence in Atlanta , Ga . Using the name HARVEY 
LOWIIEYER, a Remington, Model 760, r i f l e was purchased 3/30/68 
Birmingham, Ala ~ At 6 : 00 P.M., 4/4/68 Dr MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 
was shot and kill ed by a single b1.,1 I fi red from the bathroom of 
a nearby rooming house while he was standing on the balcony of the 
Lorraine Motel, Memphis . Same Remington rifle identified above 
recovered at scene along with other i t ems and personal belongings 
of the subject . Results of Laboratory examinations of all evidence 
described herein. Interviews of relat ives of JAMES EARL RAY, fellow 
prisoners, and associates set forth . Subject is described as a loner 
with no close associates, reportedly on amphetamine , and selling 
drugs at EP while incarcerated there. I dentification record and 
description also set forth . ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

-P-
Thill document contain• neither recommmdatlona nor conclualona of U.. FBI. It la the proport,, ot the FBI and ia loaned to 70m -•Y: It and 

lta cont.nta are not to be dlltributed ob.talde ,oar a,enc:,. 

' 
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ME 44-1987 • • 

I. CRIMES COMMI'M'ED FOR WHICH 
FEDERAL PROCESS OUTSTANDING 
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The subject, JAMES EARL RAY, was received at the 
Missouri State Penitentiary (MSP), Jefferson City, Missouri, 
March 17, 1960, from the St. Louis City Circuit Court to 
serve a sentence of 20 years after conviction for robbery 
first degree by means of a dangerous and deadly weapon 
(2 counts) and for operating a motor vehicle without per­
mission of the owner. He was given sentences of 20, 7, and 
5 years, all to run concurrently. 

The subject, who was MSP inmate #00416, was assigned 
to the Bakery Unit of the Food Service Department. Just prior 
to the 5:00 P.M. count on April 23, 1967, he was discovered 
missing and could not be found within the penitentiary. It 
was not until some 10 days later that prison officials determined 
that the subject had escaped by being concealed in a large 
bread box being taken by open truck from the main prison to Renz 
Farm, a prison farm that lies outside the prison walls and 
about 5 miles north of the main prison. This method of 
escape has not been positively verified and remains largely a 
matter of conjecture. 

Federal assistance was requested to locate the 
subject, and on July 20, 1967, a complaint was filed before 
U.S. Commissioner w. C. SHELEY at Jefferson City, Missouri, 
charging the subject with Unlawful Flight to Avoid Confinement 
following a conviction for robbery first degree, this being 
in violation of Title 18, U.S. Code, Section 1073. 

On April 24, 1968 , an amended complaint was filed 
by SA ROWEN B. AYERS before U.S. Commissioner SHELEY. 

At about 6 : 00 P.M. on April 4, 1968, while standing 
on the second floor balcony outside Room 306 of the Lorraine 
Motel, 406 Mulberry Street, Memphis, Tennessee, Dr. MARTIN 
LtrrHER KING, JR., was struck -in the right side of the face 
by a single bullet. Investigation disclosed that this shot 
was fired from the bathroom of a rooming house located at 
422½ South Main Street, Memphis, which bathroom was located 
at the rear of the rooming house and which bad a window overlooking 
the Lorraine Motel. It is 207 feet from the bathroom window to 
the spot where KING was shot. 

4 
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ME 44-1987 

It was determined that on the ~f ternoon of 
April 4 , 1968 , a man using the name J OHN WILLARD rented 
Room 5B at 422½ South Ma i n Street, paying one week's rent. 
After hearing the rifle shot at abou+ 6 00 P.M. on April 4 , 
1968 , other t enants in the rooming hou•e observed the man known 
as WILLARD fleei ng from the r ooming houaa carrying a large 
package which was subsequent l y abandoned ~Y him on the sidewalk 
in front of 424 South Main Stree;. Further i nvestigation 
disclosed that WILLARD fled f roa the acene in a white Mustang 
parked a few feet south of 424 South J,ici ln Street . 

Found abandoned in front of ~24 South Main was a 
30-06 Remington , Model 760 , ri f le. a sr~ll plastic suitcase 
containing numerous t o ilet articles und~mhorts, a T-shirt, 
binoculars , a newspaper , an aft~r shave lotion bottle, 2 
cans of Schlitz beer , and a brown and green bedspread in 
which all of these items were partiall rappe d. 

Investigation at motels in the v cioity of Memphis, 
Tennessee , to identify persons who might be driving a white Mustang 
automobile disclosed that ER IC S. GALT, 2608 Highland Avenue, 
Birmingham, Alabama , had s pent the night of April 3 , 1968 , 
at the Rebel Motel , 3466 Lamar Avenue ffenphis , Tennessee, 
and was driving a Must ... ng with Alabama license 1-38993. Sub­
sequent investigation at Birmingha, set out in more detail 
elsewhere i n this ropor indic~ted that ERIC STARVO GALT 
was responsible for the murder of Dr. RTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 
and OD April 17 , 1968 , Assictant u. s. Jttorney R. MACEY TAYLOR, 
Birmingham, Alabama, authorized the f1 ing of a c omplaint 
against ERIC STARVO GALT for viol&tion of Title 18, U.S. Code, 
Section 241, charging that GALT did cooopire to injure, oppress, 
threaten or intimidate MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., in the free 
exercise and enjoyment of bis rigbta, secured by the Constitution 
of the United States , namely, the right to f reely travel 
from state to s t ate . Ass istant U.S. Attor ney TATI..OR recommended 
bond be set in the amount of $50,000 . 

This complaint as filed by SAC JOSEPH H. GAMBLE before 
U.S. Commissioner MILDRED F. SPRAGUE , Birmingham, on April 17, 
1968, and Mrs. SPRAGUE issued a warrant of arrest for ERIC STARVO 
GALT. 
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On May 7, 1968 , a Shelby County Grand Jury, Memphis, 
Tennessee, ret~rned a secret indictment charging the subject, 
JAMES EARL RAY, with murder in the first degree. While this 
indictment has not been made public, the local press is 
aware of its existence and has commented on it . 

• 
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