
F0·302 (Rev. 4-15-6-&) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

5/29/68 Do~-----------

LELAND CLIFFORD PEARCE, Owner, Buckhead 
Ridge Subdivision, Okeechobee, Florida, was advised 
of the identity of the interviewer as a Special Agent of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation and of his rights as 
contained in an executed waiver of rights form. Upon 
signing the form PEARCE furnished the following information: 

He was in the cattle business in Cuba in 1956 
and 1957 and upon leaving Cuba he came to Okeechobee, 
Florida where he developed the Buckhead Ridge Subdivision, 
of which he is the sole owner. He is no longer in the 
cattle business and devotes all of his time to the 
developing of tl:B subdivision and selling lots. He does 
not own any buildings or cottages on the property. For 
eighteen years, prior to going to Cuba, he was in the 
cattle business in Belle Glade, Florida. While in Belle 
Glade he became acquainted with WILLIAM PIERCE, who also 
went to Cuba in the 1950 1 s to promote a middle east fiber 
called "Raime". He did not associate with WILLIAM PIERCE 
and in fact only spoke to hmm about a half a dozen times. 
He does not know what line of business WILLIAM PIERCE is 
in now nor does he know how he could be located. 

He is not now nor has he ever been a member of 
the Ku Klux Klan nor is he sympathetic to their cause. 
He does not know the following individuals; BOB and 
WILLIAM BRICKLEY, BEN THOMPSON, EDDIE WILBURN nor JIM 
GARRISON, although he has read about JIM GARRISON in 
the paper. He did not do any building while in Cuba nor 
did he believe WILLIAM PIERCE did any building while in 
Cuba. He has never been to Kansas City, Kansas or 
Kansas City, Missouri, and in fact the only places he bas 
been outside of the State of Florida are New Orleans 
for a cattle auction in the early 1950's, New York City, 
Washington, D.C., Thomasville, Georgia and Cuba. He 
does not own a plane nor does he do any flying. 

__J 
Okeechobee, Florida MM 44-1854-, o/ .$ 

On. ________ ot __________ ---'--____ File#-------------
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He did not kill MARTIN LUTHER KING nor 
does he know who did nor does he know who might have 
been involved in the murder of KING. There is a 
member of the local Ku Klux Klan, JOHN THOOAS BOWLES, 
who was capable of participating in the murder of KING. 
BOWLES has a strong hatred for Negroes and was recently 
tried in Martin County, Flortda for beating up a school 
superintendent because of his efforts in integrating the 
schools. BOWLES owns a small two passenger Cub airplane 
that he keeps on Hog Island which is next to Buckhead 
Ridgeo It is an open field without any lighting 
facilitieso Deputy CURTIS WRIGHT, Glades County Sheriff's 
Office, had asked PEARCE to keep an eye on the airplane, 
particularly if the Klan was planning anything, so that 
BOWLES' whereabouts could be accounted for. He recalls 
that on the evening of the murder of MARTIN LurHER KING 
he made it a point to check the airplane and noted that 
it was gone. The next morning, around seven AM, while 
on his way to Okeechobee for coffee he noted that the 
plane was there; however, when he returned approximately 
an hour later the plane was goneo It was either the day 
following the death of KING, April 5, 1968, or the next 
day, April 6, 1968, that the airplane was gone and stayed 
gone for -bout two or three days. He had been told by 
BOWLES' girl friend, MARY KNIGHT, a barmaid at the Fin 
and Feather Bar in Buckhead Ridge that BOWLES had gone 
to Tampa to get his teeth fixed. BOWLES' pf•, GERALDINE, 
is presently seeking a divorce although he believes they 
are still living together. He sold BOWLES a couple of lots 
in Buckhead Ridge and BOWLES built a home on one and 
his brother-in-law, CHARLES P. GRIZZAFFE, built the Ridge 
Apartments on the other lot. There are about sixteen 
units in the apartment. GRIZZAFFE is a businessmaan 
who lives in Tampa, Florida. BOWLES and his wife, 
GERALDINE, manage the apartments for GRIZZAFFE. 
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The following description of PEARCE was 
obtained through observation and interview: 

Race 
Sex 
Date of Birth 
Place of Birth 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 
Military 
Wife 
Children 

Education 

Occupation 

Arrests 

White 
Male 
May 13, 1918 
Fort Bassinger, Florida 
Six feet 
260 pounds 
Light brown, balding 
Green 
None 
MILDRED 
Mrs. JIM LINDSAY, 
u. s. Air Force, 
Mac on , Georgia ; 
LELAND SIDNEY PEARCE, 
Northwestern Mutual, 
Jacksonville, Florida; 
CLIFFORD PEARCE, age 15, 
living with parentso 
Attended University of 
Florida, 1934 through 1936 
Land developer and sole owner 
of Buckhead Ridge Subdivision 
None 

-
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7/15/.68 

AIRTEL 

DIUCI'OR, FBI (44-38861) 

FRCII: SAC, MIAMI (44-1854) (P) 

SUBJECT: IIURKIN 

WILLIAM SODRSETT, fol'llerly IOI 607-R, who is no 
longer beina contacted by the Miami Office and who is 
characterized as having furni■hed reliable information 
in the past, and in addition ha■ furnished information 
which cannot be verified or corroborated, telephonically 
adviaed on 7/12/68 as follows: 

Since the assassination of Dr. MARTIN LU'DIER 
KING, JR., he has made trips to Atlanta, Ga. and Memphis, 
Tenn. at the request and expense of the Florida State 
Attorney'• Office and the Miaai, Florida Police Department. 
He indicated the purpose of these trip■ was to try and 
develop information relative to the uaasaination of 
Doctor KING and other information relating to the National 
States Right■ Party. He did not elaborate on his asaigmaents 
nor did he indicate he had dawloppi any unuaual or pertinent 
information. He reportedly waa in contact with witnes■e• 
involved in the KING case and baaed on information heard 
on the "street," it waa said that the chauffeur of Doctor 
KING was au■pected of "setting up Doctor KING for the 
assassination." S<WERSETT was unable to identify source 
of this infol"lll&tion. 

It is not knO'Wll why the Florida State Attorney's 
Office or the Miami Police Department d have SOJIEJlBBTT 

4 - Bureau 
(1 - 66-16458) (SOIIERSETT) 

2 - Memphi■ (44-1987) 7 
1 - Atlanta (44-2386) (Info) f/ .... 

1'2 - Miami • fL...,-- u J 
(1 - 170-1)~ _ / 

LCP:vva ---/ 

(9) ~ - -

~:;:~/ ~ . ~~ --
fi\ed_ ~ --- ---
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make trips to Atlanta, Ga. and llemphis, Tenn. except for 
possibly •ome senaational infol"lll&tion that would attord 
them nationwide publicity. 

'ftle atiove i■ being turniahed to the Bureau, 
Atlanta and ■-phi& tor intoraation and to be aware 
of the fact that SOllER8ET1' has been in Atlanta and llemphis 
regarding the KIMG cue. 

- 2 -
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FD•H (R...,, 12-13-56) • • 
FBI 

Date: 7 / 16 168 

Transmit the followinQ in -------~------..,.......-------.1 
(Type In ploln tut or c"'•J 

Via IRTEL 
(Priority or Method of llollUlf) 

--------------------------------------------~------- -
TO: ALL SACs 

FROM: SAC . MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P) 

~UBJECT: IIURKIN "4- /S:1-;).i./-34-* 
Re Bu~e u airt l to Memphis , 7/ 9 6~. 

Tb Bureau has r que t d that all d1vi ions continue 
to submit monthly cot aata until further not ice. 

In v1e of the above , all d1v1~10ns ar r quested 
to coaply w1th the Bureau inbtruetions , incluaing offices 

ho have negat1ve cost data ta report . 

- ALL OFFICES 
2 - Memphis 

Sent ______ M Per __,..---.-----
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MAY ltla mlTION 
OfPT10N.AL ,O"-M NO. 10 • 

• GSA ""MR ( 41 a>t) 101•11,t 

TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

l 
mt0•lOI..Ot 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, MIAMI DATE: 

7/24/68 

SAC. GRAHAM HURST 

MURKIN 
(44-1854) 

KENSALT 
(44-1880) 

On 7/24/68, PHILIP M. ZANG, who requested 
that his identity be protected although he would not 
mind, if necessary, his name being given to U.S. Secret 
Service, 2431 NW 28th St., Miami, Fla., telephonically 
advised at 2 : 20 PM as follows : 

ZANG, who has been contac1Ed by SA HURST in 
the past in connection with another case, inasmuch as 
his stepson, GARRETT BROCK TRAPNELL, is currently a 
Bureau fugitive (Miami 88-7644), owns two Diamond taxi 
cabs and operates one himself. He requested that if 
anyone needed to recontact him that he not be recontacted 
at his home, but that the Diamond Cab number, FR 9-7575, 
be called, and requested that ZANG call a certain person 
at a certain number . He stated that be goes into service 
from approximately 7:00 AM to 4:00 PM. ZANG stated that 
something has been bothering him, and he wanted to furnish the 
following information for whatever value it might have. 

ZANG stated on 7/11/68, sometime around noon, 
he picked up a passenger at Leon ' s Bar, which is located 
at SW 8th St. and 70th Ave., Miami. He stated that the 
passenger had had a few drinks. He stated the passenger 
indicated through his conversation that he"disliked Negroes" 
and he also bragged about what had been done to ROBERT KENNEDY 
and to Reverend KING. 

rD -_ 44-1854 
'-f 44-1880 

CGH/neb:jgm 
(2) 

<..J ✓ --Jts-f-- iJ i 
SEARCH ............ IN 1[ 

SERIALIZE ..... . 

~ 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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He indicated that he had no employment other 
than "working with his buddies". He indicated that any 
time he needed money that he could go to the nearest GEORGE 
WALLACE Presidential headquarters and obtain same. The 
passenger requested to be taken to the GEORGE WALLACE 
headquarters, Hialeah, Fla., which is located at about 
3rd or 4th Street, just off Palm Ave. The man went into 
the headquarters and after a while, came out and said 
the boss was not in and he could not get any money. The 
passenger then requested he be taken to Cooper's Ranch 
Motel located on SW 8th St. where he was staying in Room 5. 

He was taken to this address, and in lieu of paying 
a $15.10 taxi fare, he packed two suitcases and gave them 
in payment of the fare. He signed the receipt showing 
that he owed $15.00, which receipt be signed "ERNEST F. SIMPSON". 
The passenger described as a white male, age 60, 5'11" - 6', 
175 pounds, reddish hair turning to gray, very outspoken in 
a rather loud way, indicated he had been in the construction 
business in the past. 

Above recorded for whatever action deemed 
necessary. 

- 2 -
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AillTEL 

TO: 

FROM: 

MUIUCIN 

SAC, 

SAC, 

MEMPHIS (44-1987) 

MIAMI ( 44-1854) f) 

7~31/68 

Re Memphis airtel 4/19 and Bureau airtel to all 
SACS, 7/16/68. 

COST DATA - MIAMI DIVISWN 

l. Man Hours - Regular and Overtime 

A. Special Agents 

Regular 
Overtime 

Tota 1 1'gent 
Man Hours 

B. Clerical Employees 

8 hrs. 
None 

8 

Regular 2 
Overtime None 

Total Clerical 
lilln Hours 2 

II. Total Mileage Traveled 

2 - Memphis 
1 - Miami 

lmJ:jkk l 
(3) 

\V 

50 miles 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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111. Unuaual or OUt of Ordigary Coat 

None 

IV. PMk N\aber of Special Agenta Working 

three 

- 2 -
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OrTIONAL FORM NO. 10 • 
MAY INI EDITION 
GSA FP'MR (◄1 CP'l'I) 101•11,9 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT • 
Memorandum 

TO SAC, MIAMI DATE: 7/31/68 

FR OM SA DAVID N. JELLISON 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 
(44-8154) 

l 
,OI0•IOl-01 

KENSALT 
(44-1880) 

Re memo of SAC. GRAHAM HURST dated 7/24/68. 

On 7/25/68, D. LEE COOPER, owner and manger, 
Cooper's Ranch Motel, 7017 S.W. 8th Street, Miami, Florida, 
advised that ERNEST SIMPSON has been known to him for 
several years. He stated that SIMPSON is an alcoholic 
and has been arrested numerous times for drunkenness. 
He stated further that when drinking, SIMPSON is a 
"loud mouth and a braggart of many wild and exaggerated 
stories." At one time several years ago, SIMPSON was 
employed as a painter b~t has not held any steady employ­
ment of any type for many years. 

COOPER is of the opinion that SIMPSON does not 
like Negroes. He has never known SIMPSON to openly or 
actively proceed against Negroes in any way. He does 
not believe that SIMPSON is associated with the WALLACE 
for President campaign and does not think SIMPSON is 
smart enough or stable enough to have had anything to 
do with the KING or KENNEDY assassinations. 

COOPER advised that SIMPSON has no permanent 
address as he often sleeps where he falls when he is 
drunk, which is most of the time. 

A white ~emale named E. MOSLEY, whom COOPER 
also described as an alcoholic, rented Room 5 at 

c? - 44-1854 
1 - 44-1880 
DNJ:sll 
(2) 

.d( , 

w - /ft s "-I - 700 
SEARCHED ~ND~ 
SERIALIZED ~ ILED ---

/.dJ G l 1968 
FBI- MIAMI 

Buy U.S . Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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• 

Cooper's Ranch Motel from 7/5J68 to 7/12/68. She used 
so much profane language that COOPER asked her to leave 
on the 10th of July. Since she had paid her rent until 
7/12/68, she gave the room to SIMPSON for the remaining 
two days in order to get even with COOPER for asking 
her to leave. She left no permanent address and COOPER 
does not know where she went or where she came from. 
When SIMPSON slept in Room 5 on 7/11 and 7/12/68, he 
did not register since the room was already paid for. 
COOPER has not seen him since and does not know his 
current whereabouts. 

On 7126/68, IC CLIFFORD M. WERNER reviewvd 
the records of the Credit Bureau of Greater Miami with 
reference to ERNEST F. SIMPSON. These records contain 
no information identifiable with SIMPSClf. 

On 7/26/68, IC WERNER reviewed the records 
of the Miami Beach PD with reference to SIMPSON. These 
records indicate SIMPSON was arrested for drunken driving 
on 2/1/63. On 2/22/63, he paid a $125 fine as a result 
of this arrest and his license was suspended for three 
months. He was described as white male, born 7/19/12 
at Greensboro, N.C. His eyes were listed as brown, his 
hair as gray, his height, G'l½" and his weight, 210 
pounds. 

On 7/29/68, IC WERNER reviewed the records 
of the Dade County Department of Public Safety with 
reference to SIMPSON. These records indicate he was 
arrested on 10/23/65 for drunk driving and was sentenced 
to nine months in the Dade County Jail on 11/2/66. 

The Miami Municipal Court records indicate that 
SIMPSON was tried for drunkenness on 3/25/68 and received 
a 30-day sentence. HH has been tried for drunkenness on 
at least 12 other occasions in the last five years and 
has received sentences ranging from fines to jail terms. 

- 2 -
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Miami PD records were reviewed on the same 
date and list several arrests for SIMPSON, all for 
drunkenness. 

In view of the fact that SIMPSON is obviously 
an alcoholic and a braggart and was, in fact, confined 
to jail in Miami, Florida, on 4/4/68, no further 
action is being taken with regard to SIMPSON. 

- 3 -
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FBI 

Date: 8/2/68 

• 
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• I 
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I 

Transmit the following ln -------=---------:,.....,----------111 
(Type in plaintc;d or code) 

I 

V TELETYPE TrRGENT 1 
la-------- --------------:----"'-i~~=----11 

(Priority} 1 
• I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -

TO: DIRECTOR, (4~-38861) AND MEl1PH1S (4~-1987) 

FROM: JACKSON (157-9586) 

MURKIN. CR. x.-U J 5.1- ~t/-ifJk 
IMMEDIATELY AFrER MURKIN OCCURRED, THE JACKSON DIVISION 

INITIATED IMMEDIATE INVESTIGATION CONCERNING WHEREABOUTS 

OF SUSPECTS WITHIN THE JACKSON DIVISION INCLUDING BURRIS 

L. DUNN, JR., JOE DANIEL HAWKINS, AND J. L. HARPER, ALL OF 

WHOM ARE KNOWN TO THE BUREAU. INVESTIGATION THAT DATE INDICATE 

l'HESE INDIVIDUALS WERE IN THE CITY OF JACKSON. 

ROBERT EARL WILSON, AT THAT PARTICULAR TIME WAS BEING 

SOUGHT BY HAWKINS, DUNN, AND HARPER, AS IT WAS KNOWN TO 

THEM THAT WILSON WOULD TESTIFY AGAINST THEM IN LOCAL BOMBING 

MATTERS AND FURTHER THAT WILSON HAD ELOPED WITH THE WIFE OF 

BURRIS L. DUNN, JR., AND TWO MINOR CHILDREN.OF DUNN. 

IT IS NOT CONCEIVABLE THAT WILSON COULD HAVE BEEN 

INVOLVED WITH THE THREE INDIVIDUALS 
' 

OBILE (AM) 
IAMI (AM) 

~ACKSON 
0 U 

(3) 

Approv".c'd : ________ _ 
Special Agent in Charge 

Sent ____ _ Per _____ _ 
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F0-3& (Rev, 5-22·64) •• 
F 8 I 

Date: 

Transmit the following in -----------,~--....,....,.-------; 
(Type in plainte::d or code) 

Via ________ ---------------,,--,----------1 
(Priority) 

I -________________________________________________ L _______ -

PAGE TWO 

CONTINUOUS ATrEMPTS HAVE BEEN MADE THIS DATE TO LOCATE 
✓ 

MRS. VERA BOUTWELL, PRINCIPAL OF THE SCHOOL IN WHICH 

KATHLEEN MADLYN AINSWORTH WAS EMPLOYED AT THE TIME OF MURKIN. 

THESE HAVE MET WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS AS BOUTWELL HAS BEEN 

UNAVAILABLE TODAY. 

EFFORTS TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEW RALPH AINSWpRTH, HUSBAND 
I 

OF IECEASED AINSWORTH, HAVE BEEN UNSUCCESSFUL TO DATE DUE TO 

FACT AINSWORTH IS ON VACATION AND IS AT THIS TDE EN ROtrrE 

TO THE CITY OF JAC-l<SON FROM SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA. 

EFFORTS ARE CONTINUING TO ESTABLISH WHEREABOUTS OF 

DECE...o\SED AU!SWORTH AT TIME MURKIN OCC!JR..'R.ED THROUGH BOUTWELL 

AND RALPH AINSWORTH. 

lllilL COPIES FURNISHED MOBILE AND MIAMI. 

END. 

Approved: _________ _ Sent _____ M Per------
Special Agent in Charge 
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I 

Da te: 8/2/68 1 ~ I 

P&4R IBH' --c· ~ ~~ 1 Transmit the following in ----~~~.;.=.~~-~llll---=------~~=;=--_!:.._::::===.--r=--~1 
(Type in plaintext or code) I 

Via TELETYPE I URGENT P . J I l 
(~n~ I 

-------~~---;;~~;t~-~~;;l~-~A~~• IIEIIPRIS (44-1987~ - ---
SAC, JACKSON, SAC, MOBILE 

FROII: SAC, IIIAIII (44-1854) 

IIURKIN. CR. 

RE IIIAIII AIRTEL TO BUREAU, JULY FIFTEEN, IAST, AND IIIAIII 

AIRTEL TO BUREAU, JULY TRNTYFOUR AND TWENTYF IVE, LAST, 

CAPTIONED KATHLEEN MADLYN AINSWORTH, AKA; ET AL, A1TEIIPTED 

BOIIBING RESIDENCE OF MEYER DAVIDSON, TWO NINE ZERO FOUR 

TBIRTYS IX ST•, IIERIDIAN, IIISS •, JUNE THIRTY, SIXTYEIGHT, 

BOIIBNG IIA'M'ERS. 
FORMER SYMBOL INFORMANT WHO IS 

WILLIAII SOIIEBSETT, ., . . . . .. ·, . . . " , . ·, .. :, .. , ... ' ' .. : . . . 
NO LONGER CONTACTED BY THE IIIAIII OFFICE, AND CHARACTERIZED 

AS HAVING FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN THE PAST, AND 

IN ADDITION HAS FURNISHED INFORMATION WRICH COULD NOT BE 

VERIFIED OR CORROBORATED, ADVISED AS FOLLOWS TODAY: 

ON JULY THIRTYONE, LAST, MARGARET CAPOIIACCBIA, MOTHER 

OF D~EASED, KATHLEEN AINSWORTH, CONTACTED BIii AND REIATED 

THE FOLWWING. 

1 - Atlanta (Info) (All) (RII) 
1 - Birmingham (Info) (All) (RII) 

@ - Miami 
1 - 44-1854) (1 - 174-363) 

170-1 

Searctied ___ ~-----
Senalized ,di(,,,/ 
lnd1>11ed ___ ---:;,~ -----: 
Filed /4( :Z 

Per _.,,...1,W{J,a.w~---

-/ u 1/- (v,;_/ 
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F.D-36 (Rev11 ~-22-64) , . . . 

F 8 I 

Date: 

Trans mit the following in - ----------,--,-----,-- -----------1 
( Type in plaintcxt or codt-) 

Via _______ _ 
(Priority ) I 

---- - - - - - - --------------- ------- - - --------------L------ - -
IDI 44-1854 

PAGE TWO 

SHE IS UPSET AND DISTURBED WITH SIDNEY C • BARNES OF 
·--1r---------

ll>BILE, ALA., WB~E WIFE, PAULINE, IS P~ENTLY AT THE HOME 

OF BER DECEASED DAUGHTER IN JACKSON, IIISS. STATED SHE TOI.D 

BlRNES THE GUNS , PREV IO'tl3 LY GIVEN TO SOIIERSETT, WERE THROWN 

IN THE OCEAN. STATED THERE IS A LOT OF DANGER IN TH IS CASE, 

NOT FURTHER IDENTIFIED, AND SHE WANTS NOTHING TO DO WITH 

BARNES AND THE PEOPLE INVOLVED IN HER DAOOBTER 'S DEATH. 

STATIH> TARRANTS (THOMAS A. TARRANTS, III), BER DAUGHTER AND 

FOUR OTHER 11EN, IDENTIFIED AS HAWKINS, DUNN, HARPER AND WILSON, 

ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE DEATH OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

STATED AtrrOIIOBILE IN WHICH BER DAUGHTER WAS KILLED WAS tl3ED 

WITH ONE OTBER CAR BY TB~E INVOLVED. STATED THEY USED 

RAD IO EQUIPMENT AND KATHY HELPED IN JAIIIIING POLICE CALLS. 

STATED TBBY BAD UNKNOWN COLORED MALE HELP TO ''SET UP KING." 

SA ID SHOOT ING WAS FROII TREES AND Btl3HES IN VIC IN ITY OF HOTEL 

AND THAT JAKES EARL RAY MAY HAVE HELPED TO PURCHASE THE GUN, 

BUT RAY D:rD NOi' DO THE SHOOTING. AFTER THE SHOOTING, THEY 

RElllINED IN MEMPHIS, TENN., UNTIL THE FOLLOWING DAY, WHEN 

THEY DEPARTED FOR ATLANTA, GA. KATHY AND TARRANTS THEN 

Approved: _ _______ _ _ Sent ___ __ M P er _____ _ 

Spe cial Agent in Charge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



F"D--36 IR,v, 5-22-6◄) , ► ~ 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in --------:-=------:-----:-:------;-;-------1 (Type in plainte-d or code) 

Via-------- ----------:-::-:--:-.-----------i (Priority) I ________________________________________________ L _______ -

1111 44-1854 

PAGE THREE 

PROCEEDED TO SOUl'H CAROLINA, lfHERE THEY REMAINED AOOUl' ONE 

WEEK PRIOR TO GOING TO MOBILE, AIA., AND THEN TO JACKSON, 

IIISS. 

IN FUR111ER IDENTIFYING THE IIEN INVOLVED, SHE SAID THEY 

ARE GOING TO TRIAL OR ARE CURRENTLY ON TRIAL THIS WEEK IN 

CONNECTION WITH THE OOIIBING OF A REAL ~TATE OFFICE AND THAT 

THE POLICE INFORIIANT IN THIS CASE REPORTEDLY BAN OFF WITH THE 

WIFE OF A KIANSIIAN. 

SOIIERSETT ADVISED HE WAS UNABLE TO CLEARLY UNDERSTAND 

THE INFORIIATION FURNISHED BY CAPOMACCHIA, WHO HE FEELS IS 

MENTALLY DISTURBED, AND BE BAS NO WAY OF EVALUlTING THE/ 

INFORMATION, BUI' IN VIEW OF THE TYPE OF INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED, 

IT IS REIIOTELY POSSIBLE TARRANTS AND HIS ASSOCIATES IN SOME 

WAY IIAY HAVE BEEN INVOLVED WITH THE ASSASSINATION OF KING. 

SOIIERSETT ADVISED THAT HE WAS IN CONTACT WITH BARN~ ON 

THE EVENING OF JULY THIRTYONE, LAST. BARNES ADVISED HE WAS 

LEAVING JACKSON, IIISS., ON AUG. tlO, DIST., AND REQUESTED 

SOIIERSETT TO JOIN HIii. SOIIERSETT DECLINED THE INVITATION 

AND RElATED THAT BARNES LIKES TO PfflH PEOPLE IN'OO THINGS 

• 

Approved: _________ _ Sent _____ M Per------
Special Agent in Charge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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# 

FBI 

Date: 

• 
Transmit the following in ---------:-=----:---:-,-----:-:---------, 

(Type ,n plaintext or code) 

Via _______ _ 
I (Priority) 

------------------------------------------------L------- -
1111 44-1854 

PAGE FOUR 

MIAMI • IS NOT IN A POSITION TO EVALUATE THE ABOVE 

INFORIIATION, HOWEVER, IT IS NOTED THAT ANTHONY CAPOIIACCBIA 

AND BIS WIFE, NORIIA, WJI> HAVE BEEN INTERVIEWED IN IIIAIII, 

INDICATE THAT IIARGARET CAPOIIACCBIA BAS A IIENTAL PROBLEM. 

UlCB, JACJCSON, THROUGH EIIPWYIIBNT RECORDS AND INTERVIEW 

WITH RALPH AINSWORTH, BlSBAND OF KATHLEEN, ESTABLISH THE 

WHEREABOUTS OF KATHLEEN AINSWORTH DURING THE PERTINENT 

PERIOD DURING AND FOLWWING THE ASSASSINATION OF KING, 

IN AN EFFORT TO ESTABLISH ANY VALIDITY IN THE ABOVE 

INFORIIATION. 

JACKSON AND IIOBILE SHOULD BE ALERT TO THE ACTIVITIES 

OF BlRNES, WHO REPORTEDLY IS LEAVING FOR JACISON TODAY. 

AIRIIA.IL COPIES FURNISHED ATLANTA AND BIRIIINGHAII. 

Approved: _________ _ Sent _____ M Per------
Special Agent in Charge 
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5~5P~ UKLlE'f q - 5- 6~ LL 

IJ DlrlECIJ~ 44- 3~~6 1 AvD 11A11 44-1 ~54 
e 

nE ~IA~ I A-JD JACKSJ~ TELS AUGUST TwU LASf . 

JACK~J-J UIVISIJ~ AS ACC0 t}:;U FJrt ~~ErlEABJUfS BU~MIS DU~-J , 

"AS ~tA EU It I S 11~J~~IBLE 1nA • )BER EAnL WILSJ\J CJULD HAJE 

BEE I. v J Lv ED ,•,1 Li f:i E~f:: ~£11.~J.-J ~ J.IJ DA{ 1A.rl I I L UT £1 KL -JG Kl LLED. 

I PlrE F'AbJJE, :1IA1I ~riJULDREI.\JTEt-WIE MA.GA.:ET 

CAf-'J .1ACCrilA, MJT Et{ JF lJECi:.ASEU AI-J ~J •• T:i , FJ.{ A:H A\10 ALL 

I '.\lrJn'1AT1 J .11 •dl Ci Si£ 1A{ :iAJE IN :{£rt PJSSES~Iu. nmr CATI.\JG 

f~A A~{J E CJ~S~IRED wIT~ ~U~JECT ?.Al TJ 1U~DEH Kl-JG. 

'iIA~l S!iJuLO ACCJU-JT FJrt riErtEAB)U S CAPJ1ACC:iIA J APnIL 

FJurl AD A~CEK AL'J F'nJ•l £!'\. .iAT S:-iE 1A{ K\JJ ·i A3JUT tiE. DAUGt-iTE:{ ' S 

CH:-JEC IJ.-J IT1 rlI~ ALLEuED l"'l.0 · • 

:1IA'11 5!iJULD ADJlSE 3Un.E;AO A-JD :1E•i?.{I~ Jr IfS ESfl~ATE 

E~D PAGr.. )-JE 
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1£ 44- 1:d? 

Jr ~APJ1;cc1IA 1 S PRE~~~ l ~£~ AL CJ~UITI)~ A~D JE~AClff . 

Al~1AlL CJ?f 1J JAC~~J~ . ~ 

E O ~A ADVISED 

. u 
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• 
FBI 

Date: 8/6/68 

• 
' 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in ___ ..:,P:...:IA=.:IN:::__:T:.:;EX:;;=_T----:-----:-:-----;-;-------1 1 
(Type in plainte,r;t or code) I 

TELETYPE URGENT 1 

Via--------
(Priority) I 

-------------------------------------1--- ------L------- -
L 

TO: DIRECTOR (44-38861) AND SA 

FROII: SAC, IIIAIII (44-1854) 

IIURKIN. 

RE IIIAIII TEL TO BUREAU, AUG. TIO IAST, AND DEBIS 

TEL TO IIIAIII, AUG. FIVE, IAST. 

WILLIAM SOIIERSETT, FORKER SYMBOL INFORlllNT OF THE 

IIIAIII OFFICE, ADVISED TODAY AS FOLLOWS: 

MARGARET CAPOII.\CCBIA, IIOTBER OF KATHLEEN AINSWORTH, 

CONTACTED HIii AND RELATED ADDITIONAL INFORMt\TION CONCERNING 

THOMAS TARRANTS, III. STATED THAT AFTER ASSASSINATION OF 

KING, TARRANTS PROCEEDED TO ATLANTA , GA • , AND THEN TO THE 

RES IDENCE OF IIR. HENDERSON, WHO RES IDES NEAR TOPTON , N. C • 

HENDERSON DESCRIBED AS WHITE MALE, THIRTY FIVE TO FORTY, 

DARK BA IR, FIVE FT. TEN IN • , ONE HUNDRED F IFTYF IVE LBS • , 

OCCUPATION SALESMAN. TARRANTS REPORTEDLY STAYED WITH 

HENDERSON FOR ONE WEEK, WHEN HENDERSON FELT TARRANTS WAS 

GETTING TOO RCYr AND TOID HIM BE BAD TO LEAVE i TARRANTS 
Srllrcheo ___ -"'T'l" ____ -t"' 

1 - Charlotte ( Info) ( II) ~ · " 

~- Mobile (Info) (All ' ~11..~~-lJ...1-~----t ~- ___ 1 t ~~-

(1 44-1854) ~ 

LCP: 

Approvtt~ ~~:::::....,_-~_---,,...:111.--__ Sent _____ M Per ~~~~~---
L{-~O fa {Y)£_ -/f5f-7t1 f 
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FBI 

Date: 

• 
Transmit the following in --------,-.,,..------,-----,-,-----:-,:-------7 

(Type in plamte,ct or r:odeJ 

Via ________ ----------::---:--:---:----------1 
(P riority J I 

----~-------------------------------------------L------- -
MM 44-1854 

PAGE TWO 

REPORTEDLY DROVE TO ATIANTA, GA., AND THEN ROCEEDED TO 

MOBILE, AIA., WHERE RE RElllINED AT THE RESIDENCE OF SimEY 

BARNES FOR A PERIOD OF TEN DAYS, PRIOR TO RETURNING TO 

JACKSON, MISS. 

MIAMI WILL INTERVIEW MRS. CAPOIIACCHIA AS SOON AS SHE 

CAN BE LOCATED. IT IS NOO'ED THAT SOURCE HAS NEVER BEEN ABLE 

TO CONTACT CAPOIIACCH IA AT BER RESIDENCE AND WHEN SHE CONTACTS 

SOURCE , IT IS ALWAYS UNANNOUNCED AT SOURCE 'S RES IDEN CE • IN 

ADDITION, IIRS. CAPOIIACCHIA 'S SON AND DAUGBTER-IN-IAW, WHO 

RESIDE IN MIAMI, HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO CONTACT BER. 

MEMPHIS AND JACKSON COMJUCI' NECESSARY INVESTIGATION RE 

POSSIBLE INVOLVEMENT BY TARRANTS. 

A IRMA IL COPIES TO MOBILE AND CHARLOTl'E. 

Approved: _________ _ Sent _____ M Per------
Spec1al Agent in Charge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



r o 1 '111-\.'.l 1 

456 PM URGE.\JT g - 6 - 63 '1CP 

TJ DLECTO 44- 3336 1, 'lIA-.II 44- 1354, JACKS~:-J , 157- 9586 

FtU 1 ME:-tr.1 IS 44- 19:S 7 1 I:' 

r<E '1 I A"ll EL 1. J BUREAJ AJGU~ SI J( 1." ~)I. A.\I 1.. 

F'J:t l;"JF\Jli'IAdJ. '11A:•11 , 1£1r'i-HS AND JACKS!:>. A E :i LDL'JG L 

ABC::{ A:-JC!:: A.\Jf ADDI I J . AL I -Iv ES I GATl J.,J CJ" CE. I DJ G I Fu '1AT1 DN BEi NG 

r·U:-t. 1 S:-iED Bf ,'1A.-tGA1,ET CAP:.> ,1ACCnIA PE.\1D1.-.JG 1IA'1l ' 5 EX:~AUSTIVE 

I .?TEtWI EW · 1 CA?JMACCrlIA. 1,-JrDn.-!ATIJ:-J BEi G F'U :-II~!iED T'.) 

BUnEAU Bi A DI ~C. EDI TED ll FJ:t1A'IJ AS CJ '11 ~G Fn.l .1 A P:JSSI BLE .'1£'\lTAL 

CASE ~1 t-iAS , 'J tsEE\J l'IJTEnvIEwEU lS, Ji SUFFICIE-JT BASIS F'Jrt 

:-11.A"ll Srhh.JLD TAKE :-iATEilEl'\ AC1.IJ ,,J '.'JECESSAn{ , I'IJCLUDl G 

A J J"D T1E Ct..JCK SUitJ!::ILLA\JCE~ J.J t< Jt•,:-J HA. G:JU S , I. 1iDER TJ 

LJCA E A:--JD l Er.VI E,1 CAPJ.'lACi,;·11 A• :-iE:.J rtl ~ H~ BEEEN DJ E, l F' 

1 I l 

ADDITI -JAL I~VES IGATIO.\J {OU ARE REQUESTED ro Ttil:l\J SET ou, LEADS 

FlJn. SA"i t. • A-1 CO i-'I ES fO A1'L.A'1 A , C.i . LU 1. E , 10 Bl LE• 

p . 

CJ. . .. 
E,-:u 

PJL 

:- Bi tARCI D 1 

StRIALIZ t ll . D 
ju 

1 8 
FBI-~ 
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FBI 

Date: 8/7 /68 

Transmit the following in _____ PA...,MLlllll...A,IIN~T._.E;u;XuT.....,_ ___ .,......,.... ______ ----1 

(Type in plaintext or code) 
I 
I 

Via ------THEML:rl!E'P-YP-E-- -'-----U'f:JRR-1Ga:;;mli:NffTP--------,----------1I (Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -
TO: DIRECTOR (44-38861), SAC JACKSON (157-9586) AND 

SAC MEMPHIS (44-1987) 

FROM: SAC, MIAMI (44-1854) 

MURKIN 

RE MIAMI TEL TO BUREAU, AUG. SIX, LAST, AND MEMPHIS 

TEL TO BUREAU, A 00 • SIX , LA.ST• 

MARGARET CAPOIIACCHIA LOCATED HOIJ.,'llfOOD, FIA., AND INTER-

VIEWED TODAY. AT OUTSET OF INTERVIEW, CAPOMACCHIA WAS 

PLEASANT, COOPERATIVE AND FRIENDLY, HOWEVER, WHEN QUESTIONED 

RE ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., SHE REFUSED TO 

DISCUSS THE MATTER, SAYING SHE WANTED TO BEAR NOTHING 

CONCERNING KING OR WHAT HAPPENED TO HIM. AI.SO DECLINED TO 

FURNISH HER WHEREABOUTS ON NISBT OF APRIL FOUR, LAST. SHE 

DENIED KNOWING ANYONE BY THE NAME OF ALBERT TARRANTS, AS WELL 

AS INDIVIDUALS BY THE NAIIES OF HAWKINS, DUNN, HARPER AND 

WIU»ON • s,,~t311Zed , ~ ~'---"-:;.;? SMrclieiJ ~ - . 

tnd•'l!.Ect=-=-~:-----:- --=--·-
STATED SHE HAS BEE!t11WDER CON~DE -SXD.iS AND STRAIN 

AND BAS CONSTANT HEADACHES SINCE DEA TH OF HER DAUGHTER• IN 

1 '- Atlanta (AM) 
1 - Charlotte (All) 

- Mobile (AM) 
iami 

- 74-363 ~ 

Sent 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



F BI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in ---------------,----------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via _______ _ 
(P rioriiy) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -
MK 44-1854 

PAGE TWO 

DISCWSING ACTIVITIES OF BER DAUGHTER, KATHY, SHE STATED SHE WAS 

UNAWARE AS TO THE EXTENT KATHY WAS INVOLVED WITH INDIVIDUA~ 

INVOLVED IN BOMBING MA'ITERS • SHI DESCRIBED HER DAUGHTER AS 

THE BEST F IFTB GRADE SCHOOL TEACHER IN THE UNITED STA TES. 

PRIOR INTERVIEWS WITH CAPOMACCBIA 'S SON AND DAUGHTER-IN­

IAW INDICATE THAT CAPOMACCBJA BAS A MENTAL PROBLEM, BUI' NO 

INFORMATION DEVELOPED THAT SHE BAS BEEN IN A MENTAL INSTITUfION. 

IT IS NOTED THAT THE VARIOUS INDIVIDUAIS IDENTIFIED 

BY CAPOMACCBIA WHEN CONTACTING INFORMANT, HAVE EXTENSIVE HATE 

TYPE BACKGROUNII AND CAPABLE OF SERIOUS ACTS OF VIOLENCE. 

MIAMI HAS NO REASON TO QUESTION THE INFORMATION FURNISHED 

BY INFORMANT, AS HE OBrAINED IT FROM CAPOMACCHIA. ALTBO'OOH 

INFORMANT IS NOT BEING t1rILIZED BY MIAIII, NO INFORMATION HAS 

EVER BEEN RECEIVED FROM HIM WHICH WOUID INDICATE THAT HE IS 

FURNISHING FALSE INFORMATION• 

IT IS , THEREFORE, BE ING LEFT TO THE DISCRETION OF THE 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN, WHETHER THE INFORMATION REIATIVE TO ALBERT 

TARRANTS WARRANTS ADDITIONAL INVESTIGATION BY THE MEMPHIS AND, 

JACKSON OFF ICES • 

Approved: ____ ____ _ _ Sent ____ _ M Per _____ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Dote: 8/5/68 

Tro11sm1t the folbwi11g in 
(Type in pl,1i~1r,., or code) 

V10 
1'CLE':f1~1'E ,,(1/1 J,0 r; ~ lf.~ _____ l1_tlt_CBN-T ), r:_(_ll,f_r_/ ___ --i 

t - !T,";;;r.ty) I 

-------------------------------------------------L------- -
TO: DIRECTOl~ (l•l: -38861) AND MEMPHIS (44-1987) 

FROM: 
..,,.,-

JI.CK.SON (] 57-9586) 

MURKIN. V (!fL(., I 67 - J..4-3/-CRo f\ 

RE MIAl•iI TEL AUCUST TilO AUD JACKSON TEL AUGUST TWO LASTo 

RALPH A tNSWORTH, l[JSBJ\ND OF TllE DECEASED KATHLEEN YJ.ADLYN 
11 Jv,St.d /.,.f l'hJ ~/'?> /."->f 'Ji, 4 ! ,;.j_. 

Al.NSWC>RTH, AKA'" RECALLED 1-IlS WIFE CALLBD IUMIATE AFTERNOON. OF 

I. PRIL FOUR LAST REPOR1'ING 'fH.AT 'l'HL NEWS HAD REPORTED MARTIN LUTHER 

K!tW HAD BEEN Sl!OT. J..ATgn. IN THE lWEl.HNG HE \IAS WITH HIS WIFE 

A1'!D rs POSITIVE IN HIS OWN Mitm SHE HAD NO KlWt/LEDGE OF THIS NLJRDER. 

AIRH,\J!, COPIES FURNISHED MI/,Nl l\ND HOBJ.LE. 

1 - t-!ia~i 
1 •· }1obil.c 
l - J ackson 
'£BW/clm (3) 

Sent ______ M Per------
Sper.ial Agent in Charge 
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• 

FBI 

Date: 8/7 /68 
Transmit the following in _____________________ ...,: 

(Type in plainte:d or code) 

Via ____ A_IR __ TE_L ___________ A_I_RMA_IL _________ ~ 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: SAC, MOBILE (157-2627) (P) 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 
CR 

Re Miami teletype to the Bureau, 8/2/68, setting 
forth information to Miami by WILLIAM SOMERSETT concerning 
MARGARET CAPOMACCHIA. 

Mobile was requested to be alert as to activities 
of SIDNEY Co BARNES who reportedly was leaving for Jackson, 
Miss., 8/2/68. 

SIDNEY CROCKETTE BARNES, 1379 East R1'1fera Drive, 
Mobile, Ala., is a bombing suspect of the Mobile Office 
and his activity has been covered in the past month by four 
different neighborhood sources. No information has been 
reported by these sources to indicate that BARNES was away 
from his residence just prior to or subsequent to the murder 
of MARTIN LUTHER KING. These sources have furnished no 
information indicating that THOMAS A. TARRANTS, III or 
KATHLEEN AINSWORTH had stayed at the BARNES' residence. 

In the late afternoon of 8/2/68, neighborhood 
source, Mrs. MARY LONGCRIER, 1382 East Riviera Drive, 
telephonically advised that at about 5:20 PM that date she 
had observed BARNES in his stationwagon which vehicle 
appeared to be packed as if BARNES was moving from the 
residence. She did not see Mrs. BARNES on that occasion. 

3 - Bureau 
2 - Jackson tl57-9586) 

- Memphis 44-1987) 
';I - Miami ( 4 -1854 

- Mobile (2 - 174-71) 
2 - 157-494) 

Approved: __________ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 

J/-t.f-1?5'-/- Jc~ 
SEARCHED:---,:r-1'-DI XED 
SllilALllED;:-4-FIU 0 
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• 
MO 157-2627 

On the morning of 8/5/68, Mrs. LONGCRIER advised 
that BARNES had returned to his residence at 4 PM, Sunday, 
8/4/68, and had left about 5 AM, 8/5/68, apparently enroute 
to work. 

On 8/5/68, neighborhood source, Mrs. GERALDINE 
WILKINSON, 1383 East Riviera Drive, advised that both Mr. 
and Mrs. BARNES, according to Mrs. WILKINSON'S daughter, 
were at their residence late in the afternoon of Sunday, 
8/4/68, and left in their stationwagon which was loaded 
down. She had not seen them on the morning of 8/5/68. 

It appears that BARNES may be moving, possibly to 
Miss., since he works in Miss. His activ.itties are being 
followed in order to determine whether or not he moves and 
to determine any contacts which may have a bearing on this 
case. 

-2-
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Ham• and F.P.C. 

George William Tyree, 
20 L 1 U 010 16 

s 1 U 000 / 

• 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 205!S5 

FBI Ho. A.O. ,.o. W. F. cc 
Jr. 

4, 714, 268 3337 3780 

Date 8-2-68 
Cancel lat Ion 

Federal process 
dismissed. 

(8-2-68) 

Don Ferris McC~ Jr. Located Northridge, 
21 M 1 U 15 327, 089 B 3338 4092 Calif., 7-17-68. 

/ L 3 Wr 1 / {8-2-68) 
ames Earl Ray 442 Extradited London, 

16 M 9 U 000 12 405,942 G 3339 4182 442.J England to Memphis, 
M 4 W IOI Tenn., 7-19-68. 

John Michael Walton Located Lowndes Co., 
17 I 30 W OMI 356, 640 E 3340 4200 Alabama, 8-2-68. 

I 32 W IOI (8-2-68) 
Robert Vance Walton Located Lowndes Co. , 
14 M 13 U OOM 12 Ref: 13 361,075 E 3341 4201 kc\labama, 8-2-68. 

I 25UOOO 26 (8-2-68) 
James Joseph Scully Located Arcadia, 
2 M 21 W 19 Ref: 21 1, 170, 115 3342 4202 Calif., 7-23-68. 

I 17 Ra 19 (8-2-68) 
Jimmie Johnson Located St. Louis, 
20 L 1 Ut 6 Ref: u 11, 215 F 3343 4203 Missouri, 7-15-68. 

M 1 u T (8-2-68) 

l/ V - I ~ 5 V -70 f 
SEARCHED } Yl-""ANOEXED --
SERIAUZE\';I. .AA..f11 m ~,t -fUG I 3 1968 

FBI-MIAMI 

I I / 
y 
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C: SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE 

~;:i FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION (4-17-68) 
li'l tl UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT or JUSTICE 
tl t"l 

Localed at: BuUdlng Telephone 

0 .a~ ALBANY, New York 1220'7 502 U. S. P. Q. r, Cl. Rouse 518 485-7551 

~' ci= ALBUQUERQUE, New Mexico 87101 4303 Federal OUJce Bldg. 505 Cll 7-1555 

'o~ ANCHORAGE, Alaaka 99501 Room 204, Federal BuildJng 272-8414 

s::gi ► ATLANTA, Georgia 30303 275 Peachtree st., N. E. 404 JA 1-3900 
t"', ► C:: BALTIMORE, Maryland 21202 408 U.S. Post Office Bldg, 301 LEll-6700 

=' ~o BIRMINGHAM, Alabama 35203 Room 1400 • 2121 Bide, 205 322-7711 
0' .,, BOSTON, MQsachuselta 02203 John F. Kennedy Federal 

~:g~ Office Building 617 RI 2-5533 

~' li'l 
BUFFALO, New York 14202 400 U.S. Court Houae Bldg. 716 856-7800 

0~ 
BUTTE, Montana 59701 400 Thornton Building 408 7112-2304 .,,_ CHARLOTTE, North Carolina 28202 1120 Jefferson Slandard Life 704 333-4128 

d~ CITTCAOO, Illlnol8 60604 Room 905, U. S. Court House 
~➔ I, Federal O!0ce Dulldlng 312 431-1333 

l'I ~ CINCINNATI, Ohlo 45202 415 u. s. Post omce Ii 
Court House llutldlng 513 421-4310 t"l 

CLEVELAND, Ohio 44109 3005 Federal omce Building 218 522-1400 
COLUMBIA, South Carolina 29201 1529 Hampton Street 80, 252-1911 
DALLAS, Texas 75201 Room 200 • 1810Commerce 

Street 214 RI 1-1851 
DENVER, Colorado 80202 Room 18218,Federal on. Bldg303 222-6981 
DETROIT, MIChlpn 48228 913 Federal Building 

Ii U. s. Court Hou.5e 313 wn 5-2323 
EL PASO, Texaa 79901 202 U. S. Court House Bldg. 915 533-7451 
HONOLULU, Hawaii 96813 206 Oilltngham Build~ 59546 
HOUSTON, Texa1 77002 6015 Federal BuUdlng Ii 

U. S. Court Ho111e 713 CA 8-1414 
INDIANAPOLIS, Indiana 4620'7 1221 North Penn1ylvanJa St. 317 632-84 I 5 
JACKSON. MlaslSBlppl 39201 Room 800 • First Federal 

savtns• Bultdlnc 601 948-5000 
JACKSONVILLE, norlda 32202 414 U. S. Court House Ii 

Poat Olflce Building 904 355-1401 
KANSAS crrY, Missouri 64106 707 u. S. Court Hou~• 

Building 816 BA 1-6100 
KNOXVILLE, Tennea■ee 37902 617 Walnut Street, Southwest 615 524-2721 
LAS VEGAS, Nevada 89101 Room 2-011 Federal arr. Did& 702 385-1281 
LJTTLE ROCK, Arbnsu 72201 215 U. S. Post Ollie• Bldg, 501 FR 2-3157 
LOS ANGELES, Callfornla 90017 1340 w .. t 6th Street 213 483- 3551 
LOlllSVn.LE, Kentucky 40202 Room 701, Bank of Loulsvlllr 502 583-31141 
MEMPlllS, TeMe1&ee 38103 84 I Federal Olflce Bldlf. 901 525-7373 
MIAMI, nortda 33137 3801 Blacayne Boulevtrd 305 379-2421 
Mn.WAUKEE, Wlsconaln 53202 735 U. S. Post omce, Customs 

f, Court llouae Bulldtn1 414 278-4884 
MINNEAPOLIS, MlMesota 55401 392 Federlll Bulldlng 612 FE &-7881 
MOBILE, Alabama 38602 520 Federal Bulldlng 205 438-3874 
NEWARK, New Jersey 07101 U. S, Poat OUlce t Court 

House BulldlnR 201 822-5813 
NEW HAVEN, Connecucut 08510 510 The Trust Company Bldg. 203 787-1217 
NEW ORLEANS, Loulalana 70113 701 Loyola Avenu• 504 522-4871 
NEW YORK, New York 10021 201 East 611th Street 212 IE S-7700 
NORFOLK, Vlq~lnla 23510 420 U. 8. Post 0111cc f, 

Court House Build.Inc 703 825-1831 
OKLAHOMA CITY, Oklahoma 73118 5104 N. Francis Street 405 VI 2-7471 
OMAHA, Nebraska 68102 1010 Fodera! Otllce Bide, 402 348-1210 

;:i PHILADELPHIA. PennaylvanJa 19107 500 Widener Building 215 LO 3-~300 
C PHOENIX, Arl:r:ona 85013 244 Weal O1born Road 802 CR 9-5511 
li'l PrrTSBURGH, Penn.1ylv1nla 15222 1300 Federal Office Bldg. 412 471-2000 

~~ PORTLAND, Oregon 97205 423 U. S. Court House Bldg. 503 224-4181 

• RICHMOND, Vlrtpnia 23220 200 Wett Grace Street 703 844-2831 
I l:D ► SACRAMENTO, California 95814 2020 J Street 916 441-1275 
• C: 0 ST. LOUIS, Mlsaourt 83103 2704 Federal Bulldlng 314 CH l-5357 .. 

~li'l ,, SALT LAKE CITY, Ulllh 84111 3203 Federal Building 801 EL 5-7521 .. ~i SAN ANTONIO, Texa1 78200 433 Federal Bulldlnc 512 CA 5-6741 .. SAN OIEOO, California 92103 3211 Fifth Avenue 714 297-3381 • • "';:J SAN FRANCISCO, Caltfornla 94102 450 Golden Gate Avenue, 

• ~ lil Box 38015 41 5 552-2155 .. 
"" "' 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rlco 00917 Pan Am Bulldlna 
;:: ~a 255 Ponce de Leon Annue 765-8000 

SAVANNAH, Georgia 31405 5401 Paulaen Street 912 354-991 I 

► SEATTLE. Waal\lngton 98104 1015 Second Avenue 208 MA 2·0400 
➔ SPRINGF1ELD, Dllnols 82701 421 South StxU1 Street 217 522-9875 !5 TAMPA, nortda 33802 Room 810, Federal Off. Bldg. 813 228-7881 
~ 

WASHlNGTON. D. C. 20535 50B Old Poat Office Building 202 393-7100 
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;Rev. 5-22-64) • 
FBI 

Transmit the following in ---,-------------­
(Type in plaintext or c 

Via __ ..z.Au1...ar...Jti.se:z..il..__ ______ _ 

• 
(Priority) 

- -------------------------------------------------------------------

TO: SAC, Miaai (44-1854) 

~•: Director, PBI (44-38861) 

IIURKIN 

In view of the alleged mental condition of 
Mrs. Margaret Capomacchia, mother of Kathleen Ainsworth, 
and in view of the past performance of the informant, 
•1a■i should have no further contact with tbe former 
informant in regard to the information that Kathleen 
Ainsworth and five other individual& were involved in the 
assassination of Martin LUtber King, Jr. 

In view of the fact that in interview with 
11rs. Capomacchia she denies any knowledge of this alleged 
participation in the assassination and refuses to 
discuss it, receiving offices should conduct no further 
investigation in this aspect. 

If any further infor11&tion co■es to your 
attention regarding this, you should notify the. BUreau 
of same, submit your recommendations and take no further 
action. 

1 - SAC, Jackson (157-9586) . 
1 - SAC, Memphis (44-1987) 

=~}iF~ 
-MIAMI ' 

Per ___ __.__ _____ _ 

</-~ - 7/ IJ 
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F dl .. AS!"i UC 

rBl 1i "ll 

J DI :<.i(.; J Ji<. , C I ~J l l E, J C.{SJ.J , A\JD "lf..-lP'i.I s 

F ! ) "1 '1 l A.1 I C 1 5 7 - l l , , I ) ~.t' 
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.. • 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

8/12/68 
Dole, _________ _ 

l 
- ■ABGARET CAPaUCCBIA, 2000 Jefferson Street, 
Hollywood, Florida, was interviewed at her residence. 
Prior to being interviewed, CAPOIIACCBU was appraised of 
the ideatitiea of LWOIABD C. PBTBRSOR and DlYID 1'. Jm.LISOR 
as Special qenta of the Pederal Bureau of Investigation 
(l'BI). She waa advised of her richta and furniahed with 
an Advice of Bights and Waiver fora, which she read, but 
declined to execute. 

At the outset of the iaterYiew, CAPOIIACCBU was 
very pleasant, cooperative and friendly; however, when 
a■ked to diacuaa the asaaaa1nation of lll&TIX LlJ'l'BD KllfG, 
ehe refused to do so. She aaid ehe wanted to bear nothing 
concerning XIJIG or what happened to bi■. CAPCIIACCBU declined 
to furniah her whereabouta on the night of April 4, 1968. 

CAPCll.&CCBIA denied knowing anyone by the naae of 
Dl0IIA8 ALBB&T 'l'AJIIAftS, and aaid she had no knowledge of 
anyone naaed BARI118, 000, lllJlP.IJl or WJLSOR. 

CAPCIIACCBU stated further that she ha■ been 
bnder severe atreA and atrain since the death of her 
daughter UTBY. She stated :further that •ince her dauchter 
died, she bu had a constant headache. 

While diac1111siq the activitin of her daughter, 
CAPmlACCBIA adYiaed whe waa unaware of the extent of UTBY' • 
involveaent with individuals connected with bcabiq aattera. 
She went OD to cleacrlbe her daughter .. the b .. t fifth 
p-ade achool teacher in the United States. 

CAPOIIACCRIA declilled to turniah any background 
1Dforaat1on with reprd ~o beraelf or her 1iUdly. 

On
1

--K8,-l-'f!/'#-,~'81618~...;..0t 'IIUl1wood, :Florida File# Miaai;~W~~ ~ ~ 
by a,. Bl'flB •• .al:al.1885 and ldl8MB e. Dote dictate s71i!m I 

Thi• docu.a ma&().,ther rellll.lelDla, nor conclu1Ton1 of !he FBI II 11 the property of If. FBI and 1,rrijlne/v W,., ~I 
II and 111 conlenls ore nol lo be dlalrtbuted oul1tde your agency. I~ 

J/ - J <t S J.J - 7 /~ 
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PD·36 (Rn. !>-22·C.◄) • • 
FB I 

Date: 8/21/68 
Transmit the following in _____________________ _ 

(Type in plaintcxt or code) 

Via _ _ _ A_I_RT_EL _ _____ ___ A_I_R_r~_A_I_L ____ .,..-------- ~ 
(Priority) I 

----- ----------------------------- ------- ------- L------- -

TO: SAC, JACKSON (157-922) 

FROM: SAC, MOBILE (157-494)(P) 

SUBJECT: ACQUISITION OF WEAPONS BY 
RACIAL EXTREMIST GROUPS 
RM 

Re Jackson airtel to Charlotte, 8/12/68 . 

The Mobile Office currently has four neighborhood 
sources who reside in the close proximity to the residence 
of SIDNEY CROCKETT BARNES at 1379 E. Riviera Dr., Mobile, 
Ala., and who are in a position to furnish information 
concerning his whereabouts. The residence of this subject 
is in a secluded area and close visual observation of 
visitors is extremely difficult due to the heavy shrubbery 
on the property . These sources have reported continuously 
BARNES' presence at his residence, and on 8/20/68, Mrs . 
MARY LONGCRIER, 1382 E. Riviera Dr . , reported BARNES' 
presence at his residence and also reported that a second 
individual was conversing with BARNES and was evidently 
intending to stay the night at the BARNES' residence. 
It is to be noted that the Miami Office had previou::;_y 
advised Mobile that WILLIAM SOMERSETT, former MM 607- R, 
contemplateu a visit to BARNES in Mobile on this date . 
It is further to be noted that SOMERSETT advised that he had 
received a letter from BARNES in which BARNES stated that he 

4 - Jackson (2-157-922) 
(1-157-51 )(1-157- 9586) d 

1 - Charlotte (Info) 
4 - Miami (Y-t4.].854)(1 -15l7918 

(1-157- 116~1-170- lll,tf'" 
5 - Mobile (2-157-494) 

(1-157-517)(1 -157-528) 
(1-174- 71) 

PHS:agf 
(14) 

Approved: __________ _ 

Special Aqc::i~ in Charqe 
Sent ______ M Per-- -----
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MO 157-494 

was contemplating moving in the near future to 5605 Plemon 
Dr . , Jackson, Miss . The neighborhood sources have reported 
during the past weeks that BARNES has been loading boxes and 
clothing in the rear of his personally owned station wagon 
and has been taking them with him each morning as he drives 
to work , returning to his home in the evening with an empty 
car . 

A review of the files of the Mobile Office fails 
to reflect current information concerning NOAH JEFFERSON 
CARDEN, but reflects that on 12/15/67 he operated a night 
club in Mobile called Jeff's Smokehouse, and resided at the 
time at 2359 W. Hollwood Rd., Mobile . CARDEN was observed 
in the Mobile area on 8/19/68 by members of the Mobile PD 
Intelligence Unit . 

The current residence and employment of NOAH 
JEFFERSON CARDEN will be ascertained . 

A review of the files of the Mobile Office fails 
to reflect any information concerning HORACE BYRON GAAR, JR., 
and there is no record of his having been in the Mobile area . 
As of late· 1965 the whereabouts of GAAR were unknown at the 
Mobile Office, and no information has come to their atten­
tion indicating his present whereabouts . 

2 
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DIIPBIB (4-4-1987) 

IIIAIII (-44-1854) 

eaphia ir.tel 4/19/68, an~ Bureau ai~tel 
/18/68 

Roura - Replar and Overtille 

Special .Apnta 

Replar 
OYertiJDe 

Clerical Bllplozwea 

aesular 
Overtiae 

Tota 1 Cler. ica 1 
llan Roura 

8 

2 

If¥,- Al$1Sf~~ 71~ 

-Onfj 
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II. Total ■ileap Traveled 

20 ailes 

Ullusua 1 or out of Ordinary Cost 

Rone 

Peak Muaber. 

Three 

2. 
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TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

l 
5010-108-01 

' 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 J'--
MAY 1992 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, MIAMI (44-1854) ( 

DATE: 
9/3/68 

SA DAVID N. JELLISON 

MURKIN 

In view of the fact that all leads set forth by 
the Bureau, the office or origin, and other field offices 
in this matter have been covered, it is suggested that 
this case be placed in a closed status. 

r;\ - 44-1854 (C) 
ln'NJ: jgm 
(1) 

\ 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Pay roll Savings Plan 
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9/30/68 

ADTEL 

TO: D IBBCT<ll, J'BI ( 44-38861) 

ftOII: UC, JallPBIS (44-198'7) (P) 

SUBJEcr: ~ /(t ~I 5 '1 -& l-\ ?.> lJ-k 

Encloaed herewith tor tbe Bureau and 111.a■i 1a one 
xerox copy ot a letter addreaaed to the Shelby County 
Sheritt, llellpbia, Tenn., troa IOIIIU> ID llffCIISLL, who 111 
an in•t• of tbe Collier County jail, •plea, l'la. 

Accordins to tbe content• of tbia letter, IIITCIIILL 
states be baa aoaa lnfm•tion of value re a•s um. UY tbat 
would be ot intere■t to tbe Sberitt. Also in tbi• letter, 
IIITCIIILL indicatn tbat be •nt■ •woaetbing out ot the dal 
aa well." 

1&AD 

MIAIII DIVJSICII 

AT KAPU:8, J'LA. 

Will UACB interyiew imlllte DOMU> ID IIJTCBSLL, 
Collier County jail, to deter■ine if be doe■ ban any perti­
nent inforaation re tbe IIJJlKD 111 ... tiption. Ko pro-1 ... 
■hould be llllde ~o •wu. DGr abould any deal• be entered 
into. 

_..apbia indice■ neptive •• to whether IIITCBILL 
•• interviewed by any diYiaion re JmllKD •tter . 

..tffli- Bureau (line. 1) 

q;: ::::i~nC\Al] Y4 - 1354- --?/(,, 
an:LI' lv 
(7) 
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l11hply,Plee..&J--• 
Fu. No. 44-1854 

• e 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Miami, Florida 
October 2, 1968 

Re: MURKIN 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

On September 30, 1968, DONALD LEE MITCHELL waa 
interviewed at bis request at the Collier County Jail, 
Naples, Florida. 

~ d - --~--~ Searc 1•P. ---------- ----In<1 ' 1•~. - - ---;----

Serj P 1 /: ~-------:....,....., ___ .. 
J ilOd------ ---------

k-
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FD-302 (Rev. ◄ -15-64) 

1 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

October 2, 1968 
Date----------

DONALD LEE MITCHELL was interviewed at the Collier 
County Jail at his request. Prior to the interview, he 
was advised of his rights as reflected on an executed 
waiver of rights fora. 

MITCHELL furnished the following statement in 
his own handwriting: 

"Septeaber 30, 1968 

"I, DONALD LEE MITCHELL, make the follow­
ing stateaent to Special Agent ERNEST IIAllllISON, 
JR., who■ I know to be a Special Agent of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation . 

"In 1961, I bad the opportunity to meet 
one JABS EARL RAY . I was introduced by a 
friend of mine by the name of BAWKS, who was 
doing twenty four (24) years. He was fro■ 
New Madrid, Missouri, not far from my home town 
of Kennett. 

''He informed RAY that I was about the 
last of the good convicts. RAY said be was 
plea■ed to aeet ■e, because the big city boys 
froa St. Louis, and K.C., Mo. were turning 
out to be a bunch of 'punks'. This was the 
Mo. State Pen, Jefferson City, Mo. 

"R.AY was the quiet type of guy. Be 
had very little to aay to convicts or guards 
for that matter. I seen bi■ every now and 
then, but didn't ask ■any question. We had 
uaed a little dope together, but that••• all. 

"RAY showed great co■temp for the colored 
convicts, as be very seldom talked to them except 
on buaineaa deala for dope or ■oney. He••• 
alway• telling ■e bow the boys fro■ St. Louis 

- 2 -

On _ _ 9..,./....,3 ... 0.,./~6-8-- at Naple11, rlorida File # llia■i 44-1854 

by _ .....1S.a.A11-Ba.Ba.MB&1LDa..18~T_QHl4IIA~B ... B .... 1 ... s .... 0Ql11~,....-JRILA-,_,-J/'-l■lalgr~------Date dictated --.1li.-.O#J/ .... 2~/'-'6M8- ---­
This document contains neither recommendations nor conc lus ions of the FBI. It is the property of lhe FB( and is loaned to 
your age ncy; it and its content& are not lo be distributed outside your agency. 
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2 

"and K.C. alway■ kiaaed their (Obacene #1) • 
Be ■aid be never would, becauae it it badn••~i--­
been tor LINCOLN they would still be shining 
hi■ ahoea. 

"I waa relea■ed fro■ priaon on Auguat 21, 
1962. And never beard from RAY until, 1966. 

"In June 4, 1965, J received two (2) 
years :from Butler County, Mo. A:fter thirty 
(30) daya in quarintine I was sent to Church 
Far■, (one ot the prison farm (which ia honor). -

"Later in January, 1966, I waa trans­
fered back to the walls to compl ete thereat 
o:f■y time, 

"I••• placed in Food Service and there 
I remained until by releaae of June l, 1966, 
:from the Mi■aouri State Penitentiary, at 
Je:f:feraon City, Mo. 

"On, or around the middle ot February, 
1966, I came in contact with JAMES EARL RAY 
apin. Be explained that it wa■ nice to aee 
me and that he had a good deal :for me. 

"Be wanted to know 1:f I would do him 
and myael:f a big favor: ■o I ■aid yea; any­
thing to help a friend. 

"When be f irat ment i oned escape I thought 
be wanted me to leave with him, but I quickly 
explained that I got out on June 1 , 1966, that 
year. Re aaid no, I want you to help me. 

"Than a:fter I make i t I 'll wa i t on you in 
St. Louii'. Be asked me how I would like to 
make a lot o:f money ao I aaid doesn't everyone. 
But I explained I bad tbia girl friend in 
Tenn•••••• who was waiting on me, but he let 
■e know that it really didn't make any 
difference at all. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



D 44-1854 
3 

"So I wanted to know what hie plans were. 
This is how RAY, explained it to me. Some 
people (friends in St. Louis) fixed it with 
aome one in Philadelphia , for him to kill Dr. 
MARTIN. LUTHER KING. 

"I told RAY I didn't want to get mixed 
up in it. So he let me know real politely 
that I waa already in it only didn't realiae 
it yet. An I couldn't get out unleaa I -
wanted it. Than I agreed to go along, at~er 
I heard thi■• -Alao he told me I waa coming 
up there to the pen, for chicken feed, waa 
I afraid to get ahead? I told him no, but 
killing KING, we couldn't get away with. 

"RAY told me not to worry about a thing. 
Alao bow did a grand aome of Fifty Thouaand 
(50,000) dollare ■ound"""to me? I ■aid great, 
but what if we get caught? He explained we 
wouldn't and if we did we would get out of 
it with a fixer lawyer, besides who in the 
South like "Nigger■"?? 

"RAY alao said after we get KING, we'll 
beable to get more for one of the KENNEDY'•· 
r-i"aid that the Kennedy Family bad done more 
for the United States, than anyone ever bad. 
He aaid they were like KING, a bunch of 
Cominiats all of them and that in the way they 
wanted people to believe, an I did. 

"RAY said: Take that punk J.F.K. (meaning 
JCIIM F. KENNEDY, Late President) for inatants, 
he ■ade you eat with a nigger on the streets 
didn't he? He made you live by themp go to 
■cbool with them. So how ia be ao great? I 
said, that a change had to come and we had 
better be ready for one. RAY got mad at me 
and ■aid not as long as I can kill one of the 
(Obacene #2)~-.-~· I seen be was angry, 
ao I told him, I guea■ he"'"'iii' right about it. 
He ■aid, he knew he waa and would get KING to 
prove it. 
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"At thi■ time I wanted to know how, 
JAUS EARL RAY, planned to escape from the 
walls, of the Mo. State Pen. 

"This 1■ how it was to be done. RAY would 
leave his cell in the month of April, or approx. 
for the show. Re would than have bi■ bed fixed 
■o aa a gaurd would not discover him missing. 
Th.!,n I caiie into the picture: 

"RAY wa■ to place hiuelf on top of the 
■ain kitchen, where I worked. Than at 2:30 
All I was to ■end him food and cigarette■, with 
a jar of water. Be waa to remain there for 
about three days, after that I was to ~t some 
kind of pills he gave me into th~ coffee that 
was to be sent to the Gauard Towers. 

"After that be would wait until they were 
asleep and he would go over the wall. Re had 
■o■eone, ~1 the name of VINCE or VINCESON 
waiting o'n him from St. Louis, Mc. 

"RAY continued to pass me notes, on the 
matter up until the night be plan to leave. 

"The fir■t note read: DON L. don't let 
me down if you do you know the scor~. But you 
won't: 

"The second was. Tear theste note■ up and 
flush them! Say can't you just see all that 
money for one lousey Nigger? We will live 
in style and travle the world. You can bring 
your girl along. Tour Pal JIM. 

"#No. Three: 'Pal, the tim<e has grown near, 
so all is left is the wait. I think April 12, 
i■ a good day, or do you believe Lucky 13. 
Smile friend, JIM.' -

"The la■t note was: 

I 

I 
;' 

It 
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