FD-302 (Rev. #-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

b 5/29/68

LELAND CLIFFORD PEARCE, Owner, Buckhead
Ridge Subdivision, Okeechobee, Florida, was advised
of the identity of the interviewer as a Special Agent of
the Federal Bureau of Investigation and of his rights as
contained in an executed waiver of rights form. Upon
signing the form PEARCE furnished the following information:

He was in the cattle business in Cuba in 1956
and 1957 and upon leaving Cuba he came to Okeechobee,
Florida where he developed the Buckhead Ridge Subdivision,
of which he is the sole owner. He is no longer in the
cattle business and devotes all of his time to the
developing of the subdivision and selling lots. He does
not own any buildings or cottages on the property. For
eighteen years, prior to going to Cuba, he was in the
cattle business in Belle Glade, Florida, While in Belle
Glade he became acquainted with WILLIAM PIERCE, who also
went to Cuba in the 1950's to promote a middle east fiber
called "Raime'"., He did not associate with WILLIAM PIERCE
and in fact only spoke to him about a half a dozen times.
He does not know what line of business WILLIAM PIERCE is
in now nor does he know how he could be located,

He is not now nor has he ever been a member of
the Ku Klux Klan nor is he sympathetic to their cause.
He does not know the following individuals; BOB and
WILLIAM BRICKLEY, BEN THOMPSON, EDDIE WILBURN nor JIM
GARRISON, although he has read about JIM GARRISON in
the paper. He did not do any building while in Cuba nor
did he believe WILLIAM PIERCE did any building while in
Cuba, He has never been to Kansas City, Kansas or
Kansas City, Missouri, and in fact the only places he has
been outside of the State of Florida are New Orleans
for a cattle auction in the early 1950's, New York City,
Washington, D.C., Thomasville, Georgia and Cuba. He
does not own a plane nor does he do any flying.

On

by.

o
5/18]/68 Okeechobee, Florida MM 44-1854_ (9%
at : L. File
SA 7RONALD TODD/dme 5/28/68
Date dictated
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He did not kill MARTIN LUTHER KING nor
does he know who did nor does he know who might have
been involved in the murder of KING, There is a
member of the local Ku Klux Klan, JOHN THOMAS BOWLES,
who was capable of participating in the murder of KING,
BOWLES has a strong hatred for Negroes and was recently
tried in Martin County, Florkda for beating up a school
superintendent because of his efforts in integrating the
schools, BOWLES owns a small two passenger €ub airplane
that he keeps on Hog Island which is next to Buckhead
Ridge, It is an open field without any lighting
facilities. Deputy CURTIS WRIGHT, Glades County Sheriff's
Office, had asked PEARCE to keep an eye on the airplane,
particularly if the Klan was planning anything, so that
BOWLES' whereabouts could be accounted for. He recalls
that on the evening of the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING
he made it a point to check the airplane and noted that
it was gone., The next morning, around seven AM, while
on his way to Okeechobee for coffee he noted that the
plane was there; however, when he returned approximately
an hour later the plane was gone., It was either the day
following the death of KING, April 5, 1968, or the next
day, April 6, 1968, that the airplane was gone and stayed
gone for gbout two or three days. He had been told by
BOWLES' girl friend, MARY KNIGHT, a barmaid at the Fin
and Feather Bar in Buckhead Ridge that BOWLES had gone
to Tampa to get his teeth fixed. BOWLES' wifé, GERALDINE,
is presently seeking a divorce although he believes they
are still living together. He sold BOWLES a couple of lots
in Buckhead Ridge and BOWLES built a home on one and
his brother-in-law, CHARLES P, GRIZZAFFE, built the Ridge
Apartments on the other lot. There are about sixteen
units in the apartment. GRIZZAFFE is a businessmaan
who lives in Tampa, Florida. BOWLES and his wife,
GERALDINE, manage the apartments for GRIZZAFFE.
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The following description of PEARCE was
obtained through observation and interview:

Race

Sex

Date of Birth
Place of Birth
Height

Weight

Hair

Eyes

Military

Wife

Children

Education
Occupation

Arrests

White

Male

May 13, 1918

Fort Bassinger, Florida
Six feet

260 pounds

Light brown, balding
Green

None

MILDRED

Mrs, JIM LINDSAY,

U, S. Air Force,

Macon, Georgia;

LELAND SIDNEY PEARCE,
Northwestern Mutual,
Jacksonville, Florida;
CLIFFORD PEARCE, age 15,
living with parents.
Attended University of
Florida, 1934 through 1936
Land developer and sole owner
of Buckhead Ridge Subdivision
None
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7/15/68

AIRTEL
TO; DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, MIAMI (44-1854) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

WILLIAM SOMERSETT, formerly MM 607-R, who is no
longer being contacted by the Miami Office and who is
characterized as having furnished reliable information
in the past, and in addition has furnished information
which cannot be verified or corroborated, telephonically
advised on 7/12/68 as follows:

Since the assassination of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR., he has made trips to Atlanta, Ga. and Memphis,
Tenn. at the request and expense of the Florida State
Attorney's Office and the Miami, Florida Police Department.
He indicated the purpose of these trips was to try and
develop information relative to the assassination of
Doctor KING and other information relating to the National
States Rights Party. He did not elaborate on his assignments
nor did he indicate he had develéped any unusual or pertinent
information. He reportedly was in contact with witnesses
involved in the KING case and based on information heard
on the "street," it was said that the chauffeur of Doctor
KING was suspected of "setting up Doctor KING for the
assassination.” SOMERSETT was unable to identify source
of this information,

It is not known why the Florida State-Attorney's
Office or the Miami Police Department
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MM 44-1854

make trips to Atlanta, Ga. and Memphis, Tenn. except for
possibly some sensational information that would afford
them nationwide publicity.

The above is being furnished to the Bureau,
Atlanta and Memphis for information and to be aware
of the fact that SOMERSETT has been in Atlanta and Memphis
regarding the KING case,
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1062 EDITION
- GSAFPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

" UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

L SAC, MIAMI DATE:  =2/24/68
AR SA C. GRAHAM HURST
. MURKIN
L (44-1854)
KENSALT
(44-1880)

On 7/24/68, PHILIP M. ZANG, who requested
that his identity be protected although he would not
mind, if necessary, his name being given to U.S. Secret
Service, 2431 NW 28th St., Miami, Fla., telephonically
advised at 2:20 PM as follows:

ZANG, who has been contacted by SA HURST in
the past in connection with another case, inasmuch as
his stepson, GARRETT BROCK TRAPNELL, is currently a
Bureau fugitive (Miami 88-7644), owns two Diamond taxi
cabs and operates one himself. He requested that if
anyone needed to recontact him that he not be recontacted
at his home, but that the Diamond Cab number, FR 9-7575,
be called, and requested that ZANG call a certain person
at a certain number. He stated that he goes into service
from approximately 7:00 AM to 4:00 PM. ZANG stated that
something has been bothering him, and he wanted to furnish the
following information for whatever value it might have.

ZANG stated on 7/11/68, sometime around noon,
he picked up a passenger at Leon's Bar, which is located
at SW 8th St. and 70th Ave., Miami. He stated that the
passenger had had a few drinks. He stated the passenger
indicated through his conversation that he'disliked Negroes"

and he also bragged about what had been done to ROBERT KENNEDY
and to Reverend KING.

- 44-1854

- 44-1880
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He indicated that he had no employment other
than "working with his buddies". He indicated that any
time he needed money that he could go to the nearest GEORGE
WALLACE Presidential headquarters and obtain same. The
passenger requested to be taken to the GEORGE WALLACE
headquarters, Hialeah, Fla., which is located at about
3rd or 4th Street, just off Palm Ave. The man went into
the headquarters and after a while, came out and said
the boss was not in and he could not get any money. The
passenger then requested he be taken to Cooper's Ranch
Motel located on SW 8th St. where he was staying in Room 5.

He was taken to this address, and in lieu of paying
a $15.10 taxi fare, he packed two suitcases and gave them
in payment of the fare. He signed the receipt showing
that he owed $15.00, which receipt he signed "ERNEST F. SIMPSON",
The passenger described as a white male, age 60, 5'11" - 6",
175 pounds, reddish hair turning to gray, very outspoken in
a rather loud way, indicated he had been in the construction
business in the past.

Above recorded for whatever action deemed
necessary.
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7/31/68

AIRTEL

TO: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)
FROM: SAC, MIAMI (44-1854) [P)

Re Memphis airtel 4/19 and Bureau airtel to all
SACS, 7/16/68.

COST DATA - MIAMI DIVISION

I. Man Hours - Regular and Overtime
A, Special Agents

Regular 8 hrs,

Overtime None

Total Agent N

Man Hours 8
B. Clerical Employees

Regular 2

Overtime None

Total Clerical
Man Hours 2

II. Total Mileage Traveled
o

50 miles
Searched_ L
2 - Memphis Indexed - ______ .
1l - Miami Se rna
/ ] / TE1 .
tjkk /. Filea.__ WMo T
3)

W \wvf@fw%
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III.

Unusual or Qut of Ordinary Cost
None

k s 1A
Three
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10

MAY 1962 EDITION

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8 ? .
VERNMENT

UNITED STATES GO

Memorandum

TO : SAC, MIAMI DATE!: 7/31/68
FROM SA DAVID N, JELLISON
SUBJECT: MURKIN

(44-8154)

KENSALT

(44-1880)

Re memo of SA C, GRAHAM HURST dated 7/24/68.

On 7/25/68, D, LEE COOPER, owner and manger,
Cooper's Ranch Motel, 7017 S.W. 8th Street, Miami, Florida,
advised that ERNEST SIMPSON has been known to him for
several years. He stated that SIMPSON is an alcoholic
and has been arrested numerous times for drunkenness.
He stated further that when drinking, SIMPSON is a
"loud mouth and a braggart of many wild and exaggerated
stories." At one time several years ago, SIMPSON was
employed as a painter but has not held any steady employ-
ment of any type for many years.

COOPER is of the opinion that SIMPSON does not
like Negroes. He has never known SIMPSON to openly or
actively proceed against Negroes in any way. He does
not believe that SIMPSON is associated with the WALLACE
for President campaign and does not think SIMPSON is
smart enough or stable enough to have had anything to
do with the KING or KENNEDY assassinations.

COOPER advised that SIMPSON has no permanent
address as he often sleeps where he falls when he is
drunk, which is most of the time.

A white female named E., MOSLEY, whom COOPER
also described as an alcoholic, rented Room 5 at

(V- 44-1854

1 - 44-1880 2
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Cooper's Ranch Motel from 7/5/68 to 7/12/68. She used
so much profane language that COOPER asked her to leave
on the 10th of July. Since she had paid her rent until
7/12/68, she gave the room to SIMPSON for the remaining
two days in order to get even with COOPER for asking
her to leave. She left no permanent address and COOPER
does not know where she went or where she came from.
When SIMPSON slept in Room 5 on 7/11 and 7/12/68, he
did not register since the room was already paid for.
COOPER has not seen him since and does not know his
current whereabouts.

On 7/26/68, IC CLIFFORD M, WERNER revieéwed
the records of the Credit Bureau of Greater Miami with
reference to ERNEST F., SIMPSON. These records contain
no information identifiable with SIMPSON.

On 7/26/68, IC WERNER reviewed the records
of the Miami Beach PD with reference to SIMPSON. These
records indicate SIMPSON was arrested for drunken driving
on 2/1/63. On 2/22/63, he paid a $125 fine as a result
of this arrest and his license was suspended for three
months, He was described as white male, born 7/19/12
at Greensboro, N.C. His eyes were listed as brown, his
hair as gray, his height, 6'13" and his weight, 210
pounds.

On 7/29/68, IC WERNER reviewed the records
of the Dade County Department of Public Safety with
reference to SIMPSON. These records indicate he was
arrested on 10/23/65 for drunk driving and was sentenced
to nine months in the Dade County Jail on 11/2/65.

The Miami Municipal Court records indicate that
SIMPSON was tried for drunkenness on 3/25/68 and received
a 30-day sentence. HE has been tried for drunkenmess on
at least 12 other occasions in the last five years and
has received sentences rangipmg from fines to jail terms.
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Miami PD records were reviewed on the same
date and list several arrests for SIMPSON, all for
drunkenness.

In view of the fact that SIMPSON is obviously
an alcoholic and a braggart and was, in fact, confined
to jail in Miami, Florida, on 4/4/68, no further
action is being taken with regard to SIMPSON,
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Date: 8/2/68 :
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Trfmsmlt the following in o e ey e 4]:
Via TELETYPE URGENT o
(Priority) ' R I
e L e e e e ekl i e e i s e o e e g . i i i G e S e M s <3 g, s S o <5 s s
TO: DIRECTOR, (44-38861) AND MEMPHIS (44-1987)
FROM: JACKSON (157-9586)

MURKIN. _CR. (-Rek ) 87- aday”

INITIATED IMMEDIATE INVESTICATION CONCERNING WHEREABOUTS
OF SUSPECTS WITHIN THE JACKSON DIVISION INCLUDING BURRIS

THESE INDIVIDUALS WERE IN THE CITY OF JACKSON,

SOUGHT BY HAWKINS, DUNN, AND HARPER, AS IT WAS KNOWN TO

BURRIS L, DUNN, JR,, AND TWO MINOR CHILDREN.OF DUNN,
IT IS NOT CONCEIVABLE THAT WILSON COULD HAVE BEEN
INVOL\(Ef) WITH THE THREE INDIVIDUALS IN ANY ACT

OBILE (AM)
TIAMI (AM)

. (-JAcksoN
___ BOR/WGJ

IMMEDIATELY AFTER MURKIN OCCURRED, THE JACKSON DIVISION
L. DUNN, JR,, JOE DANIEL HAWKINS, AND J, L. HARPER, ALL OF
WHOM ARE KNOWN TO THE BUREAU, INVESTIGATION THAT DATE INDICATEI

ROBERT EARL WILSON, AT THAT PARTICULAR TIME WAS BEING

THEM THAT WILSON WOULD TESTIFY AGAINST THEM IN LOCAL BOMBING
MATTERS AND FURTHER THAT WILSON HAD ELOPED WITH THE WIFE OF

%L%%’%?Ei/_
\% ‘-l.i- '

3)

Approved: Sent
! . Special Agent in Charge
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

- . .
FBI

Date: 8/7/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

i AIRTEL AIRMAIL
(Priority)
________________________________________________ b s e i
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, MOBILE (157-2627) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN
CR

Re Miamli teletype to the Bureau, 8/2/68, setting
forth information to Miami by WILLIAM SOMERSETT concerning
MARGARET CAPOMACCHIA,

Moblle was requested to be alert as to activities
of SIDNEY C., BARNES who reportedly was leaving for Jackson,
Miss., 8/2/68.

SIDNEY CROCKETTE BARNES, 1379 East Ridera Drive,
Mobile, Ala., is a bombing suspect of the Mobile Office
and his activity has been covered in the past month by four
different neighborhood sources. No information has been
reported by these sources to indicate that BARNES was away
from his residence just prior to or subsequent to the murder
of MARTIN LUTHER KING. These sources have furnished no
information indicating that THOMAS A, TARRANTS, III or
KATHLEEN AINSWORTH had stayed at the BARNES' resldence.

In the late afternoon of 8/2/68, neighborhood
source, Mrs. MARY LONGCRIER, 1382 East Riviera Drive,
telephonically advised that at about 5:20 PM that date she
had observed BARNES in his statlonwagon which vehicle
appeared to be packed as if BARNES was moving from the
residence. She did not see Mrs, BARNES on that occasion.

2 I Jackson (157-0586)
- Jackson 7-9 —
- Memphis E‘uﬂ-li W 4‘/ £5 ‘/' 7[) g

9) = gg.gﬁ e 18?73 1) sumzoxmmm

- e = - SERIALIZED HLLD =—=C
( 2 - 157"494 : ALlo O A0L o

TTE T AU 91908

(13) FBl = miami /] //
Approved: Sent M Per =%___

Special Agent in Charge
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On the morning of 8/5/68, Mrs. LONGCRIER advised
that BARNES had returned to his residence at 4 PM, Sunday,
8/4/68, and had left about 5 AM, 8/5/68, apparently enroute
to work. )

On 8/5/68, neighborhood source, Mrs. GERALDINE
WILKINSON, 1383 East Riviera Drive, advised that both Mr.
and Mrs. BARNES, according to Mrs. WILKINSON's daughter,
were at their residence late in the afternoon of Sunday,
8/4/68, and left in their stationwagon which was loaded
down. She had not seen them on the morning of 8/5/68.

It appears that BARNES may be moving, possibly to
Miss., since he works in Miss. His activiities are belng
followed in order to. determine whether or not he moves and
to determine any contacts which may have a bearing on this
case.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

WASHINGTON, D. C.

20535

8-2-68

Date

Name and F.P.C. FBI No. A.O. 1.0. W.F.| CC Cancellation
George William Tyree, Jr. Federal process
20 L 1 U OIO 16 4,714,268 (3337 | 3780 dismissed.

S 1 U 000 P (8-2-68)
Don Ferris Mccy,/ Jr. Located Northridge,
21 M1 U 15 327,089 B |3338 4092 Calif., 7-17-68.

/L 3 Wr\/ (8-2-68)
ames Earl Ray 442 Extradited London,

ﬁ; M 9 U OO0 12 405, 942 G |3339 {4182 [442A |England to Memphis,

M 4 W IOI Tenn., 7-19-68.
John Michael Walton Located Lowndes Co.,
17 I 30 W OMI 356, 640 E (3340 (4200 lAlabama, 8-2-68.

I 32 W 101 (8-2-68)
Robert Vance Walton Located Lowndes Co.,
14 M 13 U OOM 12 Ref: 13 361, 075 E |3341 4201 Alabama, 8-2-68.

I 25 U 000 26 (8-2-68)
James Joseph Scully Located Arcadia,

2 M 21 W 19 Ref: 21 1, 170,115 |3342 (4202 Calif., 7-23-68.

1 17 Ra 19 (8-2-68)
Jimmie Johnson Located St. Louis,
20 L 1 Ut 6 Ref: U 11,215 F |3343 4203 Missouri, 7-15-68.

M1U T 7T (8-2-68)

_ (X507 4, ¢
smmﬁblﬂ:]mummj 7
SERIALIZER A _FILED A

AUGT 3 1968
FBI — MIAMI
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SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Located at:
ALBANY, New York 12207

ALBUQUERQUE, New Mexico 87101

ANCHORAGE, Alaska 99501
ATLANTA, Georgla 30303
BALTIMORE, Maryland 21202
BIRMINGHAM, Alabama 35203
BOSTON, Massachusetts 02203

BUFFALO, New York 14202
BUTTE, Montana 59701

CHARLOTTE, North Carolina 28202

CHICAGO, Tlinois 60604
CINCINNATIL, Ohio 45202

CLEVELAND, Ohio 44199
COLUMBIA, South Carolina 29201
DALLAS, Texas 75201

DENVER, Colorado 80202
DETROIT, Michigan 48226

EL PASO, Texas 79901
HONOLULU, Hawaii 96813
HOUSTON, Texas 77002

INDIANAPOLIS, Indlana 46207
JACKSON, Mississippi 39201

JACKBONVILLE, Florida 32202
KANSAS CTITY, Missouri 64106

KNOXVILLE, Tennessee 37902
LAS VEGAS, Nevada 80101
LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas 72201
LOS ANGELES, California 90017
LOUISVILLE, Kentucky 40202
MEMPHIS, Tennessee 38103
MIAMI, Florida 33137
MILWAUKEE, Wisconsin 53202

MINNEAPOLIS, Minnesota 55401
MOBILE, Alabama 36802
NEWARK, New Jersey 07101

NEW HAVEN, Connecticut 06510
NEW ORLEANS, Louisiana 70113
NEW YORK, New York 10021
NORFOLK, Virginia 23510

OKLAHOMA CITY, Oklahoma 73118

OMAHA, Nebraska 68102

PHILADELPHIA, Pennsylvania 19107

PHOENIX, Arizona 85013
PITTSBURGH, Pennsylvania 15222
PORTLAND, Oregon 97205
RICHMOND, Virginia 23220
SACRAMENTO, California 95814
ST. LOUIS, Missouri 63103

SALT LAKE CITY, Utah 84111
SAN ANTONIO, Texas 78208

SAN DIEGO, California 92103

SAN FRANCISCO, California 84102

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico 00917

SAVANNAH, Georgia 31405
SEATTLE, Washington 08104
SPRINGFIELD, Mlinots 62701
TAMPA, Florida 33602
WASHINGTON, D. C, 20535
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'Bulld:lgs
502 U, 8. P, O. & Ct. House 518
4303 Federal Office Bldg. 505
Room 204, Federal Building

275 Peachtree St., N.E. 404
408 U.8. Post Office Bidg. 301
Room 1400 - 2121 Bldg. 205
John F. Kennedy Federal

Office Building 617
400 U. 8. Court House Bldg. 716
400 Thornton Bullding 406

1120 Jefferson Standard Life 704
Room 906, U. 8. Court House

& Federal Office Building 312
415 U. 8. Post Office &

Court House Building 513
3005 Federal Office Building 216
1529 Hampton Street 803
Room 200 - 1810 Commerce

Street 214
Room 18218, Federal Off. Bldg3o03
913 Federal Building

& U. 8. Court House 313
202 U, 8. Court House Bldg. 915
208 Dillingham Building
6015 Federal Building &

U. 8. Court House 713
1221 North Pennsylvania §t. 317
Room B00 - First Federal

Savings Building 601
414 U. 8. Court House &

Post Office Building 804
707 U. 8. Courl House

Building B16

617 Walnut Street, Southwest 615
Room 2-011 Federal Off. Bldg 702
215 U. 8. Post Office Bldg. 501

1340 West 6th Street 2138
Room 701, Bank of Louisville 502
841 Federal Office Bldg. o01

3801 Biscayne Boulevard 305
735 U, 8. Post Office, Customs
& Court House Building 414

392 Federal Building 612
520 Federal Building 205
U. 8. Post Office & Court

House Building 2m

510 The Trust Company Bldg. 203
701 Loyola Avenue

201 East 69th Street 212
420 U. 8. Post Office &

Court House Building 708
5104 N. Francis Street 405
1010 Federal Office Bldg. 402

500 Widener Building 215
244 West Osborn Road 602
1300 Federal Office Bldg. 412
423 U. 8. Court House Bldg. 503

200 West Grace Street T03
2020 J Street 916
2704 Federal Building 314
3208 Federal Building 801
433 Federal Building 512
3211 Fifth Avenue 714
450 Golden Gate Avemue,

Box 36015 415

Pan Am Building
255 Ponce de Leon Avenue

5401 Paulsen Street 012
1015 Second Avenue 206
421 South Sixth Street 217

Room 610, Federal Off. Bldg. 813
508 Old Post Office Building 202

(4-17-68)

Tel ne

465-7651
CH 7-1555
272-6414
JA 1-3900
LE 9-6700
322-1M1

RI 2-5533
856-7800
792-2304
333-4126

431-1333

421-4310
522-1400
252-1011

RI 1-1851
222-5981

WO 5-2323
533-7451
50546

CA B-1414
632-6415

948- 5000
355-1401

BA 1-6100
524-2721
385-1281

FR 2-3157
483- 3551
583- 3941
525-7373
379-2421

278-4684
FE 9-7861
438-3674

622-5613
787-1217
522-4671
LE 5-7700

825-1631
VI 2-T4T1
348-1210
LO 3-5300
CR 9-5511
471-2000
224-4181
644-2831
441-1275
CH 1-5357
EL 5-7521
CA 5-6741
297-3361

552-2155

T65-6000
354-9911
MA 2-0460
522-9675
228-7661
393-7100
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iM 157-1164

PAGE TWJ

CAROLINA, REQUESTING THEY IMMEDIATELY REMOVE ARMS FROM HER
PROPERTY IN NORTH CAROLINA. PROPERTf IS A FARM, POSSIBLY ONE
{UNDRED ACRES, LOCATED BETWEEN TOPTON AND ANDREWSs N. Ce PROPERTY
HAS TWO OR MORE HOUSESs, ONE UNFINISHED REPORTEDLY BUILT Bf C(FNU)
HENDERSON. IN CHIMNEY OF THIS HOUSE AS WELL AS OTHER AREAS OF THE
HOUSE ARE GUNS-AND EXPLOSIVESe. A SECOND HOUSE WITH APPLE TREE
NEARBY ALSO CONTAINS WEAFONS, SOME REPORTEDLY BURIED NEAR TREE.

{ENDERSON BELIEVED IDENTICAL TO JOHN A. HENDRIXSON.

MIAMI INDICES SHOW HENDRIXON FORMERLY RESIDED FIVE EIGHT FIVE
INE Se We FIFTY SECOND TERRACE, MIAYI» AND ON SEPTEMBER FOURTEEN
SIATY TWO, AENDRIZSON AND He Be GAAR ATTENDED A PUBLIC RALLY

OF THE NATIONAL STATES RIGHTS PARTY MEETING IN MIAMI.

H0RACE BYRON GAAR, JRe, DESCRIBED AS WHITE MALE, BORN
_L)UISVIL.L.E.a KENTUCKY» FIVE FEET,
TEN AND ONE HALF INCHES, ONE FORTY FIVE, BROWN HAIR, BROWN EYES,
KUDDY COMPLEXION, SELF-EMPLOYED PILOT, FORMER WIFE, ALMA GAAR.
ASS0CIATES ARE BILLY GENE BETTS, A PILOT, AND NOAH JEFFERSON CARDEN.
GAAR AND CARDEN ARRESTED MARCA TWENTY THREE, SIXTY FOUR BY ALCOHOL
TAX UNIT» GEORGE COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, FOR OPERATING ILLEGAL STILL.

END PAGE TWO
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9/3/68

AIRTEL

TO:  SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)
FROM: SAC, MIAMI (44-1854)

MURKIN

Re Memphis airtel 4/19/68, and Bureau airtel
to All SACs, 7/16/68.

COST DATA - MIAMI DIVIS ION
I. Man Hours - hﬂlr and Overtime

A. Special Agents

Regular 8 hrs.
Overtime None
Total Agent

Man Hours 8

B. Cleriecal loyees

Regular 2
Overtime None

Total Clerical
Man Hours 2

searched

[ndexed

Sf.rinhz.(\:_{I
- Memphis Mdfé—’—
1)= M

@) Wik 1885S~ T/
}é’/éﬁ—.,\ \Qﬂ@_
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MM 44-1854

II. Total Mileage Traveled

20 miles

III, Unusual or Out of Ordimary Cost

IV, Peak Number of Special Agents Working

Three
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QPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1862 EDITION
GsSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

DATE.
o SAC, MIAMI (44-1854) ( 9/3/68
e SA DAVID N. JELLISON
SUBJECT:

MURKIN

In view of the fact that all leads set forth by
the Bureau, the office or origin, and other field offices
in this matter have been covered, it is suggested that
this case be placed in a closed status.

@— 44-1854 (C)
NJ: jgm
(1)

L

PUJ\ I/_ 7/ {

3

\0' '
o g~\/
\

= Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

‘ ~¥\
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\// '

AIRTEL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: 8AC, (44-1987) (P)

d{/Qag{)IS’I -2 W\ 34

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau and Miami is one
xerox copy of a letter addressed to the Shel Mz.
Sheriff, Mewphis, Tenn., from DONALD LEE 9 is
an inmate of the Collier County jail, Naples, Fla.

According to the contents of this letter

atases he Do G MAEREII of Wi Bo aae Sl A T
would be of interest to the Sheriff. Also in this letter,
lmn indicates that he wants "something out of the deal
as well,

LEAD
MIAMI DIVISION
AT NAPLES, FLA,

Will UACB interview inmate DONALD LEE MITCHELL,
Collier County jail, to determine if he does have any i-
nent information re the MURKIN investigation. No pr
:::nuh-ﬁhMmMuyinhhnm
0.

Memphis indices tive as to whether MITCHELL
was mwumdivmnm-tm

- u . D
@%P’ 5 N4 1459 9%

RFB:LF
(7)
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

i Miami, Florida
In Reply, Ploase Refer to

96
File No. 44-1854 October 2, 1968
Re: MURKIN

CIVIL RIGHTS

On September 30, 1968, DONALD LEE MITCHELL was

interviewed at his request at the Collier County Jail,
Naples, Florida.

gearched - ——-m===== P e
Tadn (88 - cmsmosmmeesss -
Ser é/f)/)\-:/ ______ 5
Filodaaa——mbomm=n—n=s -

A - (fSY D)%)
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) . .

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 bate  October 2, 1968

DONALD LEE MITCHELL was interviewed at the Collier
County Jail at his request. Prior to the interview, he
was advised of his rights as reflected on an executed
waiver of rights form.

MITCHELL furnished the following statement in
his own handwriting:

“September 30, 1968

"I, DONALD LEE MITCHELL, make the follow-
ing statement to Special Agent ERNEST HARRISON,
JR,, whom I know to be a Special Agent of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation.

"In 1961, I had the opportunity to meet
one JAMES EARL RAY, I was introduced by a
friend of mine by the name of HAWKS, who was
doing twenty four (24) years. He was from
New Madrid, Missouri, not far from my home town
of Kennett.

"He informed RAY that I was about the
last of the good convicts. RAY said he was
pleased to meet me, because the big city boys
from St. Louis, and K.C,, Mo. were turning
out to be a bunch of ‘punks’. This was the
Mo, State Pen, Jefferson City, Mo.

"RAY was the quiet type of guy. He
had very little to say to convicts or guards
for that matter. I seen him every now and
then, but didn't ask many question. We had
used a little dope together, but that was all.

"RAY showed great comtemp for the colored
convicts, as he very seldom talked to them except
on business deals for dope or money. He was
always telling me how the boys from St. Louis

w 2 =

On _9/30/68 at Naples, Florida —  File# Miami 44-1854

by ___SA ERNEST HARRISON, JR./mgc Date dictated —10/2/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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"and K.C. always kissed their (Obscene #1) "
He said he never would, because if it hadn"t
been for LINCOLN they would still be shining

his shoes.

"I was released from prison on August 21,
1962. And never heard from RAY until, 1966,

"In June 4, 1965, I received two (2)
years from Butler County, Mo. After thirty
(30) days in quarintine I was sent to Church
Farm, (one of the prison farm {which is honor).

"Later in January, 1966, I was trans-
fered back to the walls to complete the rest
of my time,

"I was placed in Food Service and there
I remained until by release of June 1, 1966,
from the Missouri State Penitentiary, at
Jefferson City, Mo.

"On, or around the middle of February,
1966, I came in contact with JAMES EARL RAY
again. He explained that it was nice to see
me and that he had a good deal for me.

"He wanted to know if I would do him
and myself a big favor; so I said yes; any-
thing to help a friend.

"When he first mentioned escape I thought
he wanted me to leave with him, but I quickly
explained that I got out on June 1, 1966, that
year., He said no, I want you to help me.

"Than after I make it I°'l1l wait on you in
St. LouiS. He asked me how I would like to
make a lot of money so I said doesn't everyone.
But I explained I had this girl friend in
Tennessee, who was waiting on me, but he let
me know that it really didn't make any
difference at all.
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"So I wanted to know what his plans were,
This is how RAY, explained it to me. Some
people (friends in St. Louis) fixed it with
some one in Philadelphia, for him to kill Dr.
MARTIN LUTHER KING.,

"I told RAY I didn't want to get mixed
up in it. So he let me know real politely
that I was already in it only didn't realise
it yet. An I couldn't get out unless I
wanted it. Than I agreed to go along, after
I heard this. “Also he told me I was coming
up there to the pen, for chicken feed, was
I afraid to get ahead? I told him no, but
killing KING, we couldn't get away with.

"RAY told me not to worry about a thing.
Also how did a grand some of Fifty Thousand
(50,000) dollars sound to me? I said great,
but what if we get caught? He explained we
wouldn't and if we did we would get out of
it with a fixer lawyer, besides who in the
South like "Niggers"??

"RAY also said after we get KING, we'll
beable to get more for one of the KENNEDY's.
I"Said that the Kennedy Family had done more
for the United States, than anyone ever had.
He said they were like KING, a bunch of
Cominists all of them and that in the way they
wantéd people to believe, an I did.

"RAY said: Take that punk J . F.K, (meaning
JOHN F, KENNEDY, Late President) for instants,
he made you eat with a nigger on the streets
didn't he? He made you live by them, go to
school with them. 8o how is he so great? I
said, that a change had to come and we had
better be ready for one. RAY got mad at me
and said not as long as I can kill one of the
(Obscene #2) . I seen he was angry,
so I told him, I guess he was right about it.
He said, he knew he was and would get KING to
prove it.
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"At this time I wanted to know how,
JAMES EARL RAY, planned to escape from the
walls, of the Mo. State Pen.

"This is how it was to be done. RAY would
leave his cell in the month of April, or approx.
for the show. He would than have his bed fixed
80 as a gaurd would not diScover him missing.
Than I camé into the picture:

"RAY was to place himself on top of the
main kitchen, where I worked., Than at 2:30
AM I was to send him food and cigarettes, with
a jar of water. He was to remain there for
about three days, after that I was to get some
kind of pills he gave me into the coffee that
was to be sent to the Gauard Towers.

"After that he would wait until they were
asleep and he would go over the wall, He had
someone, by the name of VINCE or VINCESON
waiting him from St. Louis, Mo.

"RAY continued to pass me notes, on the
matter up until the night he plan to leave.

"The first note read: DON L, don't let
me down if you do you know the score. But you
won't!

"The second was. Tear these notes up and
flush them! Say can't you just see all that
money for one lousey Nigger? We will live
in style and travle the world. You can bring
your girl along. Your Pal JIM,

"#No. Three: 'Pal, the time has grown near,
80 all is left is the wait. I think April 12,
is a good day, or do you believe Lucky 13.
Smile friend, JIM.'

"The last note was:
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