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lRay tries to escape prison J. 
PETROS, Tenn. - James he was trying to cut an ope 

arl Ray, who pleaded gullty ing t~rough the roof," Lut • 

to killing the Rev. Dr. Martin ret!ai~~id Ray hu been 
Luther King Jr., bu made a placed 1n a disciplinary area. 
second unsucceuful attempt Ray tried Jut spring to •· 
to escape from the muimum cape through ductwork at 
security Brushby Mountain the prjaon hut took a wrong 
Prison here, officials aid turn and wu forced Into the 
yesterday. prison compound when he 

Mark Luttrell, atate correc- encountered scorching steam. 
tions commissioner, said In He was picked up In the yard 
Nashville that Ray was dis- near a fence surrounding the 
covered Feb. 5 trying to prison. 

~

ake his way to an area In Ray Is serving 99 years fo~ 
the ceiling of the prison gym. the sniper slaying In Mem 
aslum. phis In April 1968 of the civil 

"We had reason to believe rights leader. 

(Indica te pa ge, n a me o f 
n e w s paper, cit y a nd sta te , ) 
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FD-30 2 (REV. 3-17 -69) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date_.....cl__,/2_,2_,/......,7~2~ ---

Officer ■1c--. GLla- waa iateni .... at the 
Coral GablN Pi■tol .... Clublloue lecatN at Coral 1'ay 
and s.w. 73rd A•-• .... at tile aatNt of tbe illten1 .. , 
Officer GI.Al- waa ani ... et tile ideatity of the inter­
v1 .. 1 .. Apat. •,... advi_. tb&t lie,... bel .. lateniewed 
ia co-ctioa wltll a coaplaiat lie IIIMI takea oa Aquat 3, 
1971 troa a 11n. -■ILIA D. A-..DlmJOLO of 5210 ■acsiore 
Avenue, Cenl Gabl••• :rler141a, reprd:1 .. tile •atll of 
lll&TI• LU'iW uaa. Officer OLU- tlecli.-d to fU'Di■h 
a ■iS-d ■tat•-t but ilMlicated lie weuld w1111ac11 di■cua■ 
th• •tter with tlle iateni•willC A .. at. 

GLAS- ■tated tb&t ■r■ • AB .. -■DGLO i■ aa 
•l•rly .... n ••tl•tacl to be iD her 70■• .. •aeriW 
ber u ratber f-bl• ailMlled &ad "hu■-r:, fer atteatl•"· 
&e ■tatN tbat to tbe beat ef Ilia kaowl .... ■lie ll&a callN 
tba l'BI aad tbe lecnt 8enlce • •tten before. 

CILAS- ■tat .. tllat on A..,..t 3, 1971, at apprcml­
•t•ly 1:37 p.a. be a .... nd a call over hi■ car radio to 
re■poad to 5210 llacsion Aveaue, Coral 8able■, Plor141a, to 
latent .. a WOll&a reprdiq iatonatioa ■lie_. coacerai .. 
th• death of Dr. IIARTD LDTldla DIIG. Upoa arrlvins at 
lln. A---■DOLO'■ re■i41eace, be .... told by Iler tllat 
approzl•t•ly .July., 1171, a Friday,·--· lD tlae dCIIWll­
towa ■ia■i, :rlorla, area, )IONibly •ar leWe Ith ltree-t 
or Plasl•r Street AN n• ofteft41 a ••sro :teaal• wb.o-■ 
■taadiac at a bu■ ■top a rl• to tbe ..._teilnl ■:1&■1, :rlorida 
ana. While ridlq tc,cetller tlle two of tlle■ talk .. about 
•tten ■ucll u criM in tile ■treet■ ... the ••ro WOll&D 
alle .. dly tbea told 111'11. AaBCIIDUIDOLO tb&t ■lie kaew ■oae­
tbiq that all colored peo•l• kaow bat wen afraid to tell 
tbe ..»lice. Accent .. to tlao ••ro f••l•, Dr. an1• 
LUIS& KDG'• wife, LCJallJa KI■G, IIIMI a laeyfrload &1141 ■11• P•• thi■ NJfrlead $1,NO to ■N tllat Mr llu■ll&ad .... 
killed. Accerti .. to tM ••sro f-1•, u related bJ 
■I'll. A....-.....0, tba lloyfriead coatact .. ■-- ia a 
bar aad a "Iii t" waa ••t up oa Dr. KDG. Accorcliq to th• 
■te-r:,, ■r■ • LGllaTl'A KIN waa 1• lon with lier boyfri••• 
&ad ••tN her hu■ ... out of the •Y. 

Date di ctat•d 8/22/72 

This document conto ins neither recommendotlons nor conclusions of the F BI . It Is the property o f t h e FB I on d Is loaned to your agency: 

it ond its c o nt e nts a re not to be di s t ribute d o utsid e your agenc y. 
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Officer GLASD• ■tated that fro■ th• inforaation 
be received, tbia boyfriend of LORSTTA KDIG'• wa■ allepdly 
aoaewhere in Jail ia th• State of Florida at th• pre .. nt 
ti•. 

OLASDD ■tate4 that to the beat of bi■ Jmowleqe 
and in hi• opinion, •v•• thoucb llra. ABBmfDlDMJLO ■icht be 
f .. bl• ah• did not ■ake th• story up, but actually received 
■aid iDforaation fro■ th• peraon ab• picked up. 

OLASDD ■tated that ABBClmlllDOLO bad Cle■cribed 
thi• ... ro f••l• a■ approxi•t•ly 45 year■ of ace, 5'2" 
in h•icbt, weisbiq 145 pound■ , with black bair aad brown •Y••· B• ■tated tbat he could furni■b DO further infor•­
tion than thi■• 

Th• following deacriptiv• data resardiq Officer 
GLlSDIII was obtained tbrouch interview and observation: 

Sex 
Race 
Date of birth 
Place of birth 
B•icht · 
Weicht 
ll&rital ■tatua 
Years with Coral Gables 

Police Depart-nt 
Scar■ 

2. 

MICIIABL (Ko Middle xa■e) 
GLASIIDM 
ll&le 
caucaaian 

White Plaina, Kew York 
6' 
165 pounda 
Divorcetl 

Six 
Gun ■bot wound on right 
kDH 
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r. the Bureau and 119111)b1■, t 
tter, 1a one copy each oft 

ve• ption conducted b1, the ■iaai 
8/22/.72, which relate to thia -tter 

8/7/.72, the City of Coral Gables, Pl 
o the Kiaai Office of the l'BI a ooapla 
8/3/72, an officer froa that Police l>ep 
ooapla1nt troa a re■ide Coral Gabl 

• re■ldent stated that o ound 7/28 
d up an unJmcnm Kegro t e•le near a bi1■ ■t 

er to the dowatcnm Uaaf, llorida, area. 
o f-1• adYiMd that the wife of Dr. IIAJr1' 

DlfG, had paid an unknown lfecro •l• 
led. ilbown •• 
knew thi ...._-"-----' atrai 

t the ■1 to 
able iii oration with the OOlg)lalnant 
•iclent of Coral Gable■, •1oricla, 

•• . . . . • -
■ 

,I' 

• -
~ •• 

·--~___. 
.:.. 

• • - lie 7) (Bnc. 2) (Info) 

• ... .• .. ,, 
I - I "' 

J _ _.~ 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



... 
FD-302 IREV. I I -2 7-70) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

8/23/72 
Da le of lranscr lpllan ______ _ 

Mrs. EMILIA DE NICOLAS ABBONDANOOLO, 5210 Maggiore 
Avenue, Coral Gables, Florida, telephone 667-4793, was inter­
viewed at her residence by SA LEONE. FISH of 1he Miami Office 
of the FBI, and at the outset of the interview Mrs. ABBONDANOOLO 
was advised of the identity of the interviewing agent. Mrs. 
ABBONDANOOLO was advised that she was being inter~iewed in 
connection with a complaint regarding the murder of Dr. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, which complaint she had furnished to the City of 
Coral Gables Police Department on August 3, 1972. Mrs. 
ABBONDANDOLO declined to furnish a signed statement but stated 
she would willingly discuss the matter with the interview:in g 
agent. 

Mrs. ABBONDANDOLO advised that sometime between 
July 28 and August 1, 1972, at approximately 4:15 p.m., she 
left her residence and headed north on Lejeune Road to do some 
shopping. As she approached the corner of University Drive 
at a stoplight, she observed a Negro female standing near a 
bus stop heavily laden with packages and perspiring heavily. 
She stated that she could tell that the Negro female was 
exhausted. At that moment, the Negro female walked over to 
her car to an open window and asked Mrs. ABBONDANDOLO for a 
ride and where she was going . Mrs. ABBONDANOOLO told her that 
she was going to 27th Avenue and Flagler Street am allowed 
the Negro female to get in. 

Mrs. ABBONDANDOLO described this Negro female as 
being approximately 45-50 years of age, approximately 5'5" 
tall, weighing 170 pounds, medium black complexion, large 
lips, and possibly a maid by profession. 

Mrs. ABBONDANDOLO stated that as the two of them 
began to talk, the Negro female stated that white people were 
not always good to black people. However, the Negro female 
stated that in her opinion there were many good white people. 
Her conversation led to the accused killer of Dr. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JAMES EARL RAY. She described RAY as being not 
guilty. She stated that everyong in the Negro neighborhood 
knew that RAY did not kill Dr. KING. She advised that she 
knew a boy who was in jail who had been given $5,000 by C,ORETTA 
KING, the wife of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, and instructed him 
ta arrange far the assassination of her husband. 

8/22/72 Coral Gables, Florida Miami 44-1854 -T'/1D Interviewed on ____ ~ ____ at ______________ File # ________ _ 

SA ~ FISH : apj 8/23/72 by _______________________ Date dictated __________ _ 

This document contains neither recommendo rions nor conclusions o f the FB I. II is the p ro periy of th e FBI and is loaned to your age ncy; 

it and ils c.onlenls ore not to be dislributed outside your agency . 
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' According to the Negro female, the boy was known 
both by Dr. KING and his wife. The boy allegedly killed KING 
and then gave the gun to RAY and asked him to say that he had 
killed Dr. KING. According to the Negro female, CORETTA 
KING had a "lover", named DEE or LEE, a married man who could 
not or would not divorce his wife to many CORETTA KING. 

ABBONDANDOLO stated that she asked t.hs Negro female 
why she did not go to the police or the FBI and give them this 
information and the Negro female stated that she was afraid 
to talk about it and if she did she would be killed. Mrs. 
ABBONDANDOLO stated that soon they reached 27th Avenue and 
Flagler Street and she dropped the Negro female off at that 
point and went on her way. ABBONDANDOLO stated that she has 
no way of determining the woman's name, nor has she seen her 
again since that date, nor does she know where the woman might 
reside. 

ABBONDANDOLO is described as follows: 

Name: 
Sex: 
Race: 
Date of Birth: 
Place of Bir th: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Hair: 
Eyes: 
Marital Status: 
Husband: 

EMILIA DE NICOLAS A880NDANOOLO 
Female 
White 
April 18, 1899 
Paolisi, Italy 
5'4½" 
138 pounds 
Reddish 
Blue 
Widow 
RENDO ABBONDANOOLO, deceased 
doctor of law, real estate 
broker 

2 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) (__ 
r--- --=====:=====-----------------~-----, 

,-----,:Ray to Get Hearin~l 
dould Lead to New Triaf 

I •CINCINNATI - (UPf) ~ 
'The U.S. Sixth Circuit Cou 
of Appeals ruled Tuesda 
that James Earl Ray, servin 
99 yeacs in jail for the murder 
of '.Martin Luther King, was 
entitled to an evidentiary 

. hearing which could lead to a 
new trial. 

Ever since the day aftej 
ay pleaded guilty on Marc 

10, 1969, to the assassinatio 
of the civil rights leader, h 
has been seeking a new trial 
and permission to change his 
plea to innocent. 

Tuesday's d e c I s i o n 
followed oral arguments be­
fore the court in October in 
which an attorney for Ray 

J 

contended his client had bee~ 
"browbeaten, bad1~ an / 
bribed" into entering th 
guilty plea. 

Attorney Bernard Fenster-
wald said that Ray's former 

(

attorney, noted trial lawyer 
Percy Foreman, had coerc! 
Ray into entering the guilt 
plea and that contention w 
the basis of Ray's appeal t 

b
e court here. J 
"We hold that (Ray) i 

ntitled to an evidentiary 
hearing," the three-judge ap­
peals court panel said. "It is 
clear that the allegations 
which are the subject of 
Ray's petitions have never 
been tried upon their merits 

or resolved by any court -
allegations which - if true, 
plainly negate any notion o 

lea that his guilty plea ·•n· d· l 
was made voluntarily 
intelligently. 

I \_ 

---2-

(lndlcate page, name of 
newspaper, clty and state. ) 
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(Mount Cllpplng In Space Below) 

Ray's Attorney: He's Parsy; 
l(ing Killed by Hired Guns 
MEMPHrS, Tenn. - (UPI) 

- Two professional gunmen 
hired by four "wealthy, so­
cially prominent Americans'' · 
killed Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr., an attorney for James 
Earl Ray said Friday. The 
two purportedly want Immu­
nity from prosecution so they 
can testify against the men 
who paid them. 

Ray's attorney, Robert Liv­
ingston, of Memphis, said he 
has been contacted by an jn­
termediary for the gunmen 
who say they were hired to 
murder the civil rights leader 
and Nobel Peace Prize win­
ner as he stood on the balco­
ny of a Memphis motel April 
4, 1968. 

Ray, now serving a 99-year 
prison term for King's mur­

der, said he was tricked into 
associating with the killers 
by buying a rifle he thought 
was being used in a gun-run­
ning operation. The rifle was 
the weapon used to kill King. 

"THE GUNMEN did it 
strictly. &or rnaney," Living­
ston said. ''They had no feel-

ings one way or the other for 
Dr. King. 

"The motives of the four 
wealthy, socially prominent 
Americans who paid to have 
Dr. King killed sprang out of 
hate," he said, "although 
they could probably tation1ll­
ize what they did as consis­
tent with national security." 

The ltwyer said the men 
believed King was part of a 
foreign plot to "touch off a 
racist revolution in the na­
tion." 

Ray, an escapee from the 
Missouri State Penitentiary, 
pleaded guilty to murdering 
King, but now is seeking a 
new trial on the grounds that 
his former attorney, Percy 
Foreman, urged him to make 
the plea and accept a 99-year. 
prison sentence. 

THE SIXTH Circult Court 
of Appeals in Cincinnati has 

held that Ray is entitled to 
an evidentiary hearing which 
could lead to a new trial, but 
the ruling has been appealed 
to the U.S. Supremi. Cpurt 

Shelby County Attorney 

General Hugh Stanton con­
firmed that Livingston con­
tacted him about the immuni­
ty request from the purport­

!d gunmen, but said, "thert 
1s no way we can contac 
them - they must contac 
us ... 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 
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(Mount Cl lpplng in Spoce Below) 

• scounts 
~Plot 

Lawyer Claimed 

Ray Wu 'Patsy' 

. C "Maw people don't 11r1nt 
to accept what tnl facts are 
because in many instances 
they don't lend themselves to 
grandiose theories. But we 
had to go with what facts we. 
had. Theories and supposi­
tions don't hold up In court." 

ALLEGING A conspiracy 
behind the April 4, 1968, 
shooting of King in Memphis, 
Livingston said the interme­
diary he talked to is seeking 
immunity from prosecution 
for the slaying conspirators. 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. - (AP) He said they want to testify 
The FBI agent who direct- "in revenge" against "f(Jlr 
the investigation into the Southern gentlemen" who al-

urder of Dr. Martin Luther legedly hired them, not Ray, 
King Jr. says to klll King. 
the facts of According to Livingston 
the case don't eight men were involved ~ I 
I end them- tg's death, with Ray th ~ 
s e I v es to , patsy." He said Ray wa 
• 'gr a n·diose . just a gullible-type so 
theories" of fellow, easily influenced 
conspiracy. and led around. He had never 

"It was a been a high-powered criminal 
relatively sun- all his life, just penny ante 

_ pie thing." stuff •.. " 
KING Robert G. Jensen described the inves-

Jensen said in a telephone In• tigation as a "good case, 
terview. "A man was killed. well-worked, well-handled. 
A man was caught. In many I'm satisfied with the re-
ways, it was like any other aults." 
case, but the stature of King It is probably true, Jensen 
gave it a lot more publicity aaid, that King's slaying was 
than the usual case." one of the most thoroughly 

Robert I. Livingston, attor- investigated murders in crim-
ney for James Earl Ray, said inal history. 
last week that he has been in "There is little doubt that 
periodic contact since March It was an extensive and in-
with a representative of the depth investigation," he said. 
"men who actually carried • "It was worldwide, involving 
out the slaying of Dr. Martin the cooperation of Canadian 
Luther King Jr." Ray, the authorities, the Royal Cana-
only person charged in the dian Mounted Police, Scot-
case, pleaded guilty to mur- land Yard and many, many 
dering King, and is now serv- others. We explored every 
ing a 99-year prison sen- angle and the only thing is 
tence. that when the case devel-

"lf he (Livingston) has oped, we could find no evi-
someth'lng, more power to-.,'-4=-.!!E,.. of such a thing (a con-
him," said Jensen, who no ~!racy).'' 
is head of security for an in- - -~-~---~~--­
temtlonal motel firm. He 
said h• had not read Living­
ston's ~ms because there 
was "na particular reason for 
me to read them." 

"The facts that were devel­
oped were made public," Jen­
seniald. " 

~ SAD!.._ when the 
''%~ comp!Ieti ine tlctS, 
I ... representative of the at-

I 
torney general's office fol­
lowed through and rechecked 
tbe material." 

1 "The case was analyzed 
bd it wlll continue to be an­
-1yzed," ha said. "I don't 
think historv buffs have ever 
JIUt to ,rest °the story of Lin­
coln and John Wilkes Booth. 

"Fifteen years from now 
,eople will ask "the um~ 
questions, it my persona 
,opinion n lies with the 
public reco . I have no per 
sonal the ies whatsoever 
that differ with the record of 
the case." 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state,) 
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(Mount Cl ippin g in Space Below) 

tlired-Gun IGllin.g 

<j__ IGn Discounte(,I 
MEMPHIS, Tenn. - (AP) -

ft S • tt=mey Thomas Turley 
Jr. discounted Saturday an 

attorney's 
c I aim that 
two · gunmen 
hired by four 
wealthy per­
sons assassi­
nated Dr. 
Martin Luther 
King Jr. 

Robert Liv­
ingston, who 
represents 

convicted slayer James Earl 
lt&Y, said Friday that he had 
•n contacted by an inter­
ll'lediary for two men who 
claimed they kllled the civil 
rights leader and said that 
Ray is innocent 
• The lawyer said the gun­
men are seeking immunity 
from prosecution in order to 
testify against the four 
~wealthy, socially prominent 
Ajnericans who paid to have 
Dr. King ldlled." 
• · "Mr. Livingston may have 
been denied such experi­
ences," Turley said, "but his 
office Is contacted regularly 
by intermediaries of unidenti­
fied persons said to be wiU­
iiig and claimed to be able to 
solve, in exchange for immu­
nity, crimes ranging from the 
~o-called 'Donation ot Con­
stantine' to the murder of 
CockRdlsia. t 

"AND WE have no inten­
tion," Turley said, "of run­
ning such rabbit tracks in the 
Ray case or any other. 

"[f Mr. Ray, his latest law­
yer, or both have such evi­
dence, we will be pleased to 
receive and pursue it," Tur­
ley said. "Meanwhile, we are 
not going to be inade pawns 
In a publicity game, nor in­
veigled into chasing easily 
fabricated, self-seiving ru­
mors." 

King was kille!,f April 4, 
1968, as he stood on the bal­
cony of the Lorraine Motel 
near downtown Memphis. 
Ray was linked to ttte crime 
by fingerprints found on a 
rifle left in front of a run­
down rooming house from 
which authorities said the 
fatal shot was fired. 

Ray, an escapee fro 
Missouri State Prison, 
arrested in England 65 d-.,s 
after the shooting and later­
pleaded guilty to the murder 
m exchange for a 99-year 
prison sentence. 

Ray is seeking a new tria I 
on grounds that his fonner 
attorney, Percy Foreman, 
coerced him into pleading 
guilty. The U.S. Sixth Circuit 
Court of Appeals has ordered 
an evidentiary hearing that 
could lead to sucb a trial, but 
the state has appealed the 
ruling to the U.S. "!up,Euffl 

Court. 
LIVINGSTON, who Is rep­

resenting Ray in his efforts 
to obtain such a trial, said 
his story about the King mur­
der rs not fabrication. He 
said he has met the interme­
diary twice in person and has 
talked to him • by telephone 
several times. He said he is 
willing to take a lie-detector 
test Lo verify his story. 

"They all think," Llving­
iiton said, "this is a hoax. a 
farce and a sham - a grand­
stand play - but if they find 
my dead body lymg out here 
someplace they'll say, 'Well, 
maybe there was a conspira­
cy."' 

Livingston said the man 
who killed King reportedly 
was promi~ed $250,000, but 
received o ~~. "Be­

all the 
fllt11e•ea@&d 
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-P-ath CleareU 
' 

In Ray's Bid· 
For New Trial 

"NIii Hwald Wire SINlcN 

l1 
WASHINGTON - James Earl Ray won Supreme] 

ourt clearance Monday to seek withdrawal of his 
ilty plea and a new triaJ in the 1968 slaying of Mar­
Luther King Jr. The court held that his lawyers 

may have unduly influencid him because of a book in 
which they had an interest. 

Without comment, the 
court rejected an appeal by 
the state of Tennessee of an 
order from the Sixth U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals that 
a hearing be held to deter­
mine whether Ray had been 
deprived of his constitutional 
rights to due process and as­
sistance of counsel. 

That hearing now can be 
held, and if the change of 
plea is accepted Ray would 
be entitled to a new trial. He 
pleaded guilty in 1969 to the 
slaying of the civil rights 
leader in a Memphis, Tenn., 
motel, and was sentenced to 
99 years in state prison. 

At the Tennessee State 
Penitentiary Ray accepted al­
most stoically his clearance 
by the court to seek with­
drawal of his guilty plea. 

"I've had half a dozen de­
cisions," Ray said. "1 take 
things as they come. I think 
things look pretty good. We 
want to gel everybody on the 
wilness s tand and get every­
thing cleared up once and for 
all." 

Assis tant State Attorney 
General He nry Haile said the 
hearing for Ray will be held 
before Federal Court Judge 
Robert McRae in Memphis. 
probably sometime In late 
summer or early fall . 

Haile said the hearing will 

Turn to Page lOA Col. I 
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!Path Is Cl~red for Ray--• 
To Seek a Change in Plea 

From Page 1 

"Jive Ray another chance to 
spout off before the press. I 
doubt seriously if it will be in 
the public interest." 

The assassination on April 
4, 1968, touched off rioting In 
the nation's capital and other 
cities. 

' SHORTLY AFTER he was 
sentenced, Ray claimed that 
his counsel, we 11 -known 
criminal attorney Percy Fore­
man of Houston, had coerced 

~

IDl IOlO pleading guilty in 
i'der to keep facts in the 
ase from coming out in open 

urt. 
Ray turned his case over 

to Foreman after dismissing 
attorney Arthur HllJ)es, who 

had signed a contract with 
writer William Bradford Huie 
for a book on the King slay­
ing, with Hanes to get 30 per 
cent of the royalties. Fore­
man kept the agreement in 
effect but increased his 
share to 60 per cent. 

Ray contended that Fore­
man advised him to plead 
guilty so that information in 
the case could be preserved 
exclusively for the book. 

Judge William E. Miller, 
writing the Appeals Court 
decision that a change-of­
plea hearing should be held 

l
·n U.S. District Court, said: 

"THE ALLEGATIONS . .. 
f true, would support a find­
ng that Ray's attorneys de­
liberately compromised their 

client's Interests in order to 
further the financial success 
of Huie's works in which 
they themselves had a sub­
stantial interest. 

"Such conduct would con­
stitute an outrageous abroga­
tion of the standards which 
the legal profession sets for 
itself and upon which its 
clients have a right to rely. 

"If the allegations are cor­
rect," Miller said, Ray's law­
yers "not only did not prop­
erly advise him but deliber­
ately misled and coerced 
him. It is inconceivable to us 
how a plea entered under 
these circumstances could be 
either intelligent or volun­
tary." 

Trial Judge W. Preston 
Battle questioned Ray thor­
oughly at the outset of the 
trial and Ray said !flat his 
plea was knowledgeable and 
voluntary. 

In other actions Monday: 

THE COURT ruled that 
Corning Glass Works violat­
ed federal law and discrimi­
nated again!¢ women by per­
petuating a pay system de­
signed to induce men to work 
at night at its plants in New 
York and Pennsylvania. 

The 5·3 decision upheld a 
decision of the Second Cir­
cuit Court of Appeals that 
Coming bad engaged In sex 
discrimination at its New 
York plants. 

THE COURT also agreed 
to decide If high schools can 
forbid distribution of unoffi• 
clal student newspapers using 
vulgar 'language but which 
are not obscene under crimi­
nal law. 

The case, involving stu• 
dents at an Indianapolis 
school, could knock down ad­
ministrative rules across the 
country providing for prior 
approval of papers distribut­
ed in high schools. The court 
could also decide whether 
slµdents ;ave the same First 
Amendment rights as a . 
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Jlay Lawyer~: 

Nelv Data to Be Barecfl 
.,MEJ' HWIS, Tenn_ - (UPJ) 

- Evidence that may have 
b e e n suppressed before 
James Earl Ray pleaded guil-

shot." 
• a e • 

The 1awyers said the 32 
defense questions should un­
ravel whether Ray's earlier 
defense attorneys, Arthur 
Haynes of Birmingham, Ala., 
and Percy Foreman of Ho111-
ton, let their interest in a 
book on the uaauinatlon in­
terfere with defense counaeL 

ty to killing 
Martin Luther 
King Jr. will 
be uncovered 
at a hearing, 
Ray's attor­
neys said in 
m 8 m O ran _ RAY, WHO ts serving 99 
dums flied in years at the state prison at 
federaJ court Nuhville stemming from bJa 
Tuesday. March 10, 1969, confession 

Ray A 1 t O meys to the 1968 murder at a 
Bernard Fensterwald and M e m p h i s motel, claims 
James Lesar, both of Wash- Hayn1:5 and Fore~an lured 
ington, D.C., and Robert J. him _tnto the guilty ,Pl~, 
Livingston of Memphis said pro~sing to ease Ray I ft• 

~

hey intend to reveal whethei na~cial ~ 81 and mean-
the prosecution withhel ih1Je hel_ptng Alabama ~ 
'statements by police offi or Wilham B~dford ~.u 
ers tending to show tha ther intormat1on for 

Ray was not at the scene of ew the Dreamer." I 
the ,crime when Dr. King was The prosecution will aim 

. .,, . . 
at showing "the utter absurd­

of the conflict-of-interest 
the prosecution's 

emorandums said. 
BUT THE defense said i 

would angle its case to bring 

to light testimony that coul 
~!ear Ray of the murder, call 
tng for a new trial. Ray, a 
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Latin G11nman Told Lawyev 
A Friend· of His Shot King 
MEMPHIS, Tenn. 

(UPI) - Fi\'e days after 
Martin Luther King .Ir. was 
murdered, a Latin gunman 
told a Memphis lawyer that 
a friend of his, who .. hired 
out his gun to kJII Ne-
1roes," shot the civil rights 
leader. 

Assistant Attorney Gen- i 
eral Henry Haile, of Nash- ,·: 
ville, confirmed Saturday ! 
that a transcript of the in­
terview given Memphis at­
torney Russell X. Thomp- ~ 
son was filed as evidence in 
connection with the King T 
murder. f Dr. King 

••• killed 
James Earl Ray confessed $ 

to the killing March 10, 1 were going to charge him 
1969, and is serving 99 with the slaying. 
years at the state prison at 
Nashville. \ '"HE SAID the police had 

• picked him up the day after 
THERE IS to be a special , King's death and hed taken 

federal court hearing Sept. him up to the rooming 
30 to determine w1lether . house from which they 
Ray, as he claims, was \ would later say the bullet 
coerced by his former de- \ that killed Kini was ~" 
fense attorneys ,into plead- t Thompson said. 
ing guilty. ! · 

"He insisted be was an 
,Thompson, who in 1968 expert on firearm• and 

rep11esented the Legal De- ~ talked about eJevaUon. 
fenstt Fund of tlile NAACP, ~ wind drlftage and then 1ald 
said a man calling himselr ! the fatal bullet could not 
Tony Benavides came to his' have been fired from the 
office five days after the window " the lawyer said. 
April 4, 1.968 King slaying, ' 
saying he Jeared he would Thompson quoted Bena-
be charged with murder in vldes as saying that "Pete" 
the case. ,~ fired. the fatal bullet Into 

Thompsol'\ said Benavidestii King's neck from the bush· 
told him that "Pete," a for-F ea In back of the roomfn& 
mer roommate of his in,· house which face1 the 
Denver, actually killed the motel balcony. 
Nobel Peaae Prize winner "The man calling himself 
as he stood .on the balcony ~~- Benavides said bis friend 
ot a downtown Memphis Pete had "hired out bis a 
motel. e .-kill NelfOU,'' .J'P!omp 

"He called himself Tony 
Benavides," Thompson said, 
"but almost in the same 
breath he told me the name 
was an alias. He said anoth­
er professional gunman 
~le~ Ki~t- but that he was 
a ra1 t e police ina tffi 

Jamea Ray 
••• laearinJ' rnllinf 

said. "My vt1ltor, howeve3 
said he would not hJre ou 
his gun for the exclusl 
pu of kill " 

Thompson said he In­
formed the FBI, the Shelby 
County attonaey general 
anf Memphis poJice; Ja 
after the interview wlti 
navtvs, Lut that autho 
tiea ·•1lost all lnterett" af 
Ray waa ~ ~ ---
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New 'l'rial for Uuv Consitl~eil . 
MEMPHIS, .Tenn. - A federal judge set Oct. 22 for a 

IJ)flclal hearing to determine whether James Earl Ray is en­
titled to a new trial in the assassination of Dr. Martin Lu­
ther King Jr. 

After a closed-door meeting with opposing attorneys, 
U.S. District Judge Robert McRae Jr. delayed the hearing 
from Sept. 30 to give defense lawyers time to look at the 
physical evidence the state gathered after the 1968 assassi­
nation. 

Earlier in the day, McRae had ruled that defense law­
yers were entitled to see the evidence despite objections by 
the state. 

McRae also imposed str,ict security guidelines for the 
ing, · last about two weeks. HJ 
all ~■-lfllf'iGpurtroom woul 

b~ ~lii!Nl to cover th 
I will , for credential 

at least a week prior to the hearing. 
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Ray Goes to Court Today 
To Seek_? C-hange in Plea 

a • 

-i~UMPHJS, Tenn. 
(UPI) - James Earl Ray re­
turned Monday to the cell 
where he claims Texas law­
yer Percy Foreman talked 
him into pleading guilty to a 
crime he says he didn't 
commit - the 1968 murder 
of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. 

Barring an eleventh-hour 
intervention by the U.S. Su­
preme Court, Ray will be 
led before U.S. District 
Judge Robert M. McRae Jr. 
at 10:30 a .m. today. McRae 
will conduct an evidentiary 
h e a r i n g to determine 
whether Ray is entitled to 
withdraw bis guilty plea 
and stand trial in King's 
death. 

James Earl Ray 
••• claim, preuure 

day night from the Tennes­
see State Prison in Nash­
ville, 200 miles away. At 
the end of the trip, he was 
locked under tight security 
;,1•~= :=-e maxmfum-secir-

Phy clilf'he occupiea before• 
the 1969 trial. 

Late Monday moming, 
U.S. marshals drove Ray 
from the jail to the federal 
building to meet with his 
lawyers. Persons who saw 
him said he looked tired 
and older than his 46 years. 
He returned to jail seven 
hours later. 

Ray claims Foreman 
pres!>ured him into pleading 
guilty because the famous 
Houston lawyer hoped to 
make money off a book by 
William Bradford Huie of 
Bimdngham, Ala. Ray had 
signed his share of royalties 
from the book, "He Slew 
the Dreamer," over to Fore­
man to help cover legal 
fees. 

TI10ugh the alleged con-

I 
flict forms the basis ir 
Ray's bid for a new tr I, 

neither Foreman nor ie 
• will attend the evidentiary 

hearing ordered by the 
Sixth U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals. McRae ruled they 
could not be subpenaed, so 
attorneys will present their 
te!->limony by deposition. 

FOREMAN, IN his sworn 
statement. said he recom­
mended the guilty plea in 
order to sa.ve Ray from the 
electric chair. He also said 
there was no doubt in his 
mind that the Missouri pris­
on escapee killed King out 
of hate. 

Ray's current l1twyers -
Robert Livingston of Mem­
phis and Bernard Fenster­
wald and James Lesar. both 
of Washington - have said 
they will attempt to show 
t~jlt Ray was set i..- to iiilfe 
t e blami for murder. 

a Ll+illg.s,on said ~ne at._,__ ____ ,.__ ______ _ 
two professional gunmen 
fired the .30-06 bullet that 
struck down King as he 
stood on the balcony of a 
Memphis motel on April 4, 
1968. Four other persons 
hired the gunmen, he said. 

Ray admitted he was in 
Memphis on the day of the 
murder~He said a man he· 
k n e w only as "Raoul" 
asked im to buy a .30-06 
!i!le, c e to ~emphis and 
JOtn a gun-running venture. 

(Indicate page, na m e of 
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Ray at Court 

r 

-Auoclatld Praa 

eraJ court In Memphis. The court Is 
bearing evidence In Rays clahn that 
he wu coerced into pleading guilty 

James Earl Ray, right, who wu after eight months In a }Vindowless 
sen,Stmc;ed to life In the slaying o_f=.,,.''v.-jlult" that was under electronic 
Dr. Marti: Luthe,r King, leaves re& surveUlance. (See stol')'I ~-••28A.) 
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~y Was·_ Coercelfinto 'Guilty P~ 
After s · Months ~V ~ul~' ·court · ttdd 

MEMP~S. renn. - (AP) 
- James Earl Ray's attor­
neys portrayed Ray on 
Tuesday as a man who was 
ba~sered in ,I 969 into 
~n~ ~ ~io-· ktJling 
bi:,~t~•~~na Jr. 
~)1:i,.smg•r-'lacked eight 
~tbs in a window.less 

• • ._k-vault" · cdl monitored 
~ ~~lectronic devices. 
-~~ ~ay sat_ impassively at 

t!l~ ,opening of a federal 
cpurt hearina he hopes will 
le~d to freedom., .Bernard 
Pensterwald 'Of Washing­
ton,. D.C., -«.lso accused 
Ray's guards of making 
Rbo.bktic tlGJ)lea .of all his 
~•,· .includin( correspon­
~iwe \fjlta his .attorneys, 
a.!14 delfverlifl them to the 
l',l1>~or. ~ • 
;:~1,v~ .. fery,'jt,ue sense 
thi~~s ifie . -EUsberi 
c~se•I~ IUte a tllOdel of ju­
d1ctali rectitude,•i Fenster­
wald -said in ~nee to I 
tlte~Qf~ba­
figll~ei~ ,.... .. 

"THE SENDING of Ray's 
mail to the prosecutor is, 
we co9tend, an Jrremedial" 
constltutiona,I def~t.11 

- • 
Fensterwald made "his 

comments in an . opening' 
statement before Judge 
Robert McRae of U.S. Dis­
trict Court, who wiU decide 
Whether Ray may withdraw 
his guilty plea and stand 
trial for murder. 

Ray, sat without comment 
~behind his attorneys, guardl 
ed on each side by U.S. 

marshals. ~ 

About 30 spectators, in­
cluding 10 blacks, and more 
than 20 newsmen were on 
hand. Each underwent an 
electronic search for wea~ 
ons before entering the 
courthouse. 

RAY CONTENDS tha 
one of his former attorney 

Percy_ Foreman ~f Houston 
oerced him into pleadin 

guilty. He also alleges tha,t 
Foreman and another attor­
ney, Arthur Hanes Sr. of 
Birmingham. Ala., had a 
conflict of interest because 
they held royalty rights 
under contracts with Wil­
l~m Btjitford Hyje wtw 
wrote aoout Ray's case. 

(I n dica te p a ge , name of 
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:Fitness Was Drmrk,I 
-~Y C<,urt Is Told 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. - (AP) - Fifteen minutes before 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was assassinated, the only wit­
ness to place James Earl Ray near the slaying was so 
drunk he couldn't stand, a cab driver testified Wednesday . 

• : .. , James McGraw gave the testimony on the second day 
.P( a federal court hearing on Ray's efforts to withdraw his 
guilty plea to the King slaying and gain a new trial for 
murder. 

McGraw said he was called to a rooming house across 
the street from the motel where King was shot April 4, 
1968, to pick up Charles Quitman Stephens anii found Ste­
phens drunk in an upstairs room. 

"He wu laying on the bed and couldn't get up," Mc­
Graw said. 

Stephens told officers he saw Ray running from an up­
stain bathroom in the rooming house, from where officers 
theorize King was shot. · 

Earlier Wednesday Ray was quoted by the doctor who 
treated him during his stay In the Shelby County jail a] 
saying he wun't alone in the King death. 

l DR. McCARTHY De Mere said he asked Ray1 if he wer 
involved In the case as Ray prepared to leave Memphis i 
ytarch 1969 to begin serving a 99-year sentence in the 
state penitentiary in Nashville. 

"Well, let's put it this way - I wasn't by myself," De­
Mere said Ray replied. 

Because of the guilty plea, there never was any testi­
-· mony whether Rey was guilty or innocent. But a former 
•· lhlstant in the public defender's office, Hugh Stanton Jr., 

testified Wednesday that he had concluded, "We didn't 
have much defense." 

Stanton, whose fathet was public defender after Ray's 
1968 arrest in London, now is district attorney. He and De­
Mere testified before \J.S. District Judse Robert McRae Jr. 

Explaining why he thought Ray's defense was weak, 
Stanton cited Ray's fingerprints on the murder weapon, 
Ray's presence in Memphis and the discovery of his over­
night bag at the scene of the shooting. 

But Stanton said he was preparing a defense for Ray 
until he pleaded guilty. "I was amazed and astounded" at 
the plea, Stanton said. 

HOWEVER. STANTON said he considered as reason­
able the recommendation that Ray plead guilty. "I think it 
was an extremely high probability that the iury probably 
would have given him the death penalty. ' 

Ray claims his private allomey, Percy Foreman of 
Houston, Tex., coerced him to enter the plea and that none 
of his former attorneys developed ,a supportable defense 
for him. 

Stanton said that several documents collected by de­
t11nse Investigators could have been used in support of 
Ray's Innocence, including statements by witnesses diaput­
ing the site from which the fatal shot came. 

: Authorities have discounted the possibility of a con­
spiracy in King's death, claiming Ray acted alone. But Ray 
and his attorneys are contending that he was innocent of 
the shooting and was the dupe of a conspiracy c1rtjed ,;wt 
bf others~ · 

r 
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A uthor' s Motives, 

Ray Tells Court· 
MEMPHIS, Tenn. - (UPI) - James Earl Ray, seeking 

a new trial in the killing of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., tes­
tified Friday that he si~ned over to his first defense lawyer 
40 per cent of any money he might get from books but 

l WiUiam Huie 
••• of /ere,/ $12.000? 

later became "suspicious" 
about author William Brad- I 
ford Huie. 

Ray, who now claiml J 
that he did not kill Kin&, Is 
asking for a new trial on the 
grounds that his attorneys 
in the first trial, Arthur 
Hanes Sr. •of Birmingham. 
Ala., and Percy Foreman of 
Houston, pressured him Into 
making a guilty plea. 

The 46 - year • old Ray 
leaned forward in the wit­
ness chair and spoke into~ 
microphone as hla presen 
attorney, Jam es ~ 
began probing the financl 
arrangement between Huie 

and lawyers Foreman and Hanes. Hanes represented Ray 
from shortly after his June 8, 1968, arrest until Ray fired 
him the following Nov. 12. Foreman replaced Hanes and 
was fired the day after he entered Ray's guilty plea on 
March 10, 1969. 

RAY SAID he first met Hanes when the Alabama at• 
tomey responded to a letter by coming to him ha an Enallah 
prison while he was awaiting extradition. He nJd Banet 
gave him two documents - one granting Hanes powv of 
attorney and the other giving Hanes "40 per cent or any 
revenue he might receive through the communications in­
dustry." 

"I accepted and signed the documents,'' Ray said, 

Lesar-asked when Ray first heard of Huie, who even­
tually wrote a book on the case after Ray's conviction enti­
tled, "He Slew the Dreamer." 

"I have no recollection of ever hearing his name until 
I returned to the United States," Ray said. 

After he was extradited and arrived In Memphla on 
Jul~ 19, 1968, Ray said he began to dist.nut Huie. 

"'I HAD READ a book by him, I think It WU °'TbrM 
Lives In Mlssiuippi" or something like that. and I aot IUI• 
picloua. His technique, it would seem to me, wu to pt 
1gieone to incriminate themself and then be'~ 
money.N ... 

C 
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Rights Group Catts Ray 'Fall Guy,' 
tfrges ~'!, Triaf1ii King's Slayii'l_g____, 

~A - (UPI) - The Southern Christian Lead­
ership Conference (SCLC), founded by Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., said Saturday it waa convinced that James Earl 
Ray wu Just the "fall guy" for wealthy interests in King's 

llaying, and urged that Ray get a new trial 
The SCLC referred to Ray u a "min-

now" In the cue and aa.ld the new trial wu 
needed so authorities could get to the "bis 
fish." 

Ray pleaded guilty to the murder of 
the civil rights leader in exchange for a 99-
year prison sentence, but baa since changed 
bis story and now contends be was pres­
sured by his attorney, Percy Foreman, into 
entering the guilty plea. A federal court in 

IAY Memphis, Tenn, currently is holding an evf-
dentiary hearing into Ray's charges. 

IN A 1WO-PAGE statement issued by SCLC head­
quarters, the civil rights group said It was convinced that 
Kln1 was killed by a conspiracy, and that Ray wu Juat a 
"fall guy" for wealthy leaders of that conspiracy. 

"We do not question James Earl Ray's guilt or Inno­
cence," the statement said. '-rhat to ua i. Immaterial with­
out other persona involved 1n the conspiracy being brought 
to trial." 

The SCLC said, "This Is why we call for the new trial 
for Ray. To catch and punish a minnow and let the big fish 
get away would not be justice to any degree." 

IT CONTENDED that some wealthy persons w 

wanted King dead "paid a huge sum of money, we believ 
to a few lunatics who agreed to be the patsies to carry o 
the crime. 

"Even though James Earl Ray wu apprehended and 
given a 99-year sentence, this wu not Justice, nor wu ft 
law and order, because James F.arl Ray wu the fall IUY," 
the SCLC said. ''He was set up to be captured." 

1be SCLC statement contended that Ray cooperated 
at first. "but for some reason James Earl Ray bas become 
dissatisfied with the way things have worked out for him, 
and as we all know he has started to talk and complain 
about the way he was forced to confess to this brutal mur-
8'er." • 
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·Ray's Effort to Get 
Plea Data Upheld 

l'rom Herald Wira Strvlcu 

WASHINGTON - The 
Supreme Court Tuesday 
upheld James EarJ Ray's ef­
fort to obtain evidence 
about the circumstances of 
his plea of guilty to the 
murder of the Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr. 

The court let stand an 
order of U.S. District Judge 
Robert M. McRae of Mem­
phis, Tenn .. to make the ev­
idence available to Ray's 
lawyers. 

A hearing opened in U.S. 
District Court in Memphis 

• last week on Rav's motion 
~~at he be permitted to 
withdraw his guilty plea. 
Ray contends he was pres­
sured into the plea by cir-

f,
stances and by his at­

neys. 

On Aug. 21, McRae issued 
a order requiring Ray's 
former attorney,"' Percy 

Foreman, of Houston, Tex., 
and others to produce cor­
respondence and other rec­
ords. 

Tennessee officials peti­
tioned Justice Potter Stew­
art for a stay on grounds 
the judge had exceeded his 
authority. Stewart referred 
the matter to the full court. 

The evidence sought in­
cluded correspondence be­
tween Foreman and authors 
William Bradford Huie and 
Gerold Frank. 

Ray has maintained that 
Foreman advised h.im to 
plead guilty to avoid a pub­
lic trial in order to increase 
the sales of books being 
written about the case. Ray 
was to get a share of the 
proceeds of the books. ~ 

Ray said Foreman argued 
the books would sell bette 
if they contained detail 
whilfb had not already come 
out in trial. 
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• Th1.abook was about the trial of the men n~::4 ;,;f 
klllina three, young civil rights workeni at Philadelphia, 
Miss. 

Earlier, John and Jerry Ray, James Earl's brothers, 
testified that they too distrusted Huie. Jerry Ray testified 
that Huie offered the Ray family $12,000 to help keep 
J•mes Earl off the witness stand, and when he asked the 
author whether Hanes would go along with that, Huie re­
plied: 

"I'm the boss. I'm the one payina out money. I call the 
aholl." 

AS A JlESULT of this conversation, Jerry Ray Pid he 
later told James, "'You don't have an attomey repreaent­
ln& you, he's representing the book writer.' I Aid, 'I'd tire 
him and pt another lawyer.'" 

l Jany. Ray testified he met Huie in Huntlvllle, Ala. 
arly in November 1968 at Huie's request. ~ 

"llf (Huie) said Arthur Hanes was having trouble wt 
Jame, because he (Jame&) was wanting to 1et on the wi 
nes1 atand," Jerry Ray $&Id. "Huie said he didn't want 
James on the stand because It would be public knowledge." 

' Jerry Ray said the writer told him It he would get his 
brother not to take the stand, Huie would get $12,000 from 
Hanes and give it to the Ray family. 

John Ray, brought to --~-------' 
the hearing from a federal 
prison in Illinois where be Is 
serving 18 yean as an ac-
cessory to bank robbery, 
said Foreman told him he 
planned to show films of 
"cities burning while King 
talked." 

"He said he'd turn the 

I volume up real high !d 
after two weeks of this, e 
jury would want to sh t 
Martin Luther King th -
felves," John Ray said. 
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f>rdrl't kill King, 
Ray letter says 

-'-11'" ..,_ kind of crime and not have 
MEMPHIS - James Earl knowledp of it. I had no 

Ray says he did not person- direct knowledge." 
ally shoot Dr. Martin Lu- Ray's attorneys contend 
ther King Jr., "but I beUeve Ray, 46, was the "fall guy" 
I am partly responsible for of a conspiracy carried out 
his death." by others. 

The statement came in a Ray al90 testified that on 
letter introduced into evi- the afternoon of the King 
dence at a U.S. District assassination on April• 4 , 
Court hearing at which Ray 1968, he had rented a room 
is seeking to overturn his across the street from the 
plea of guilty to the slay- motel where King waa mur­
ing of the civil rights leader dered, believing there 
here in 1968. would be "some kind of 

iThe letter was written by meeting between me and 
y to Sen. James Eastland I another party up there." 
Miss.) on March 14, He did not elaborate., but 
9, four days after he en- his attorneys have said he 

tered his plea of guilty in thought he was going to 
the King slaying. discuss the gun-running 

Asked at the court hear- business. 
ing yesterday what the [ Ray said he could not ac­
wording of his letter to count for the discovery on1 
Eastland meant, Ray re- the street nearby of his bi­
plied, "I assumed you noculars and 30.06 rifle 
could be involved in some which the stale contends 

wu fired from the rooming 
house bathroom. 

Ray's fingerprints were 
discovered on the rifle. 

Ray testified he had wit­
nesses who could tell of his 
wbf!reabouts 11 minutes be­
fore the assassination. He 
said he had kept the infor­
mation to himself because 
he feared the FBr wo1,1ld 
find the witnesses and ha­
rass them. 

Ray was not asked prior 
to the time the hearing was 
recessed for the day where 
he was at the time of King's 
slaying. 

Ray claims his former at­
torney, Percy Foreman of 
Houston, coerced him into 
pleadinc guilty and that 
both Foreman and another 
former Ray attorney, Ar­
thur Hanes Sr. of Birming­
ham, were more interested 
in literary royalties on bis 
case than in preparing his 
defense. 

. . 
Ray said Foreman talked 

him into what he thought 
would be a "technical plea 
of guilty to get me out or 
town to the penitentiary." 
He said that he was unable 
to get Foreman to withdraw 
from the case, so he de­
cided to plead guilty, then 
retract the plea, obtain a 
new attorney and reopen 
the case. 

"I didn't want to drag out 
the case because I thought 
my health was deteriorat-
1ng, rid said. 

C 
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- !!&ft'N said Ray told him that on the nlght..r A,.,N112 
his rifle was "taken" from a motel in Mississippi and that 
he didn't see it again "until it was thrown down" with a 
bundle containing Ray's personal effects and binoculars 
near the rooming bouae after the shots were fired. 

HANES S~ t~at when ttie rifle was taken, Ray was 
left a note telling him to come to the rooming house on 
Memphis' Main Street at 3 p.m. April 4. According to Ray's 
account, Hanes said, Ray drove into the area and parked 
seven or eight blocks away. 

"He walked to the rooming house and checked in and I 
then his contact contacted him and asked where his car 
was parked," Hanes said. 

According to Ray, Hanes said, the contact had him get 
the car and park it near the rooming house. Ray then was 
told to buy the binoculars, Hanes said. Ray returned to a 
room at the rooming house, according to Hanes' testimony. 

"At 5:20 ,p.m. the contact told him 'Jim, you go on 
down and get younelf a beer at Jim's grill,' .. Hanes gave 
u Ray's account. 

HANES AND his son, Arthur Hanes Jr., were dis­
milled as Ray's attorneys In November 1968, two days be­
fore Ray was scheduled to go on trial, 

Ray touched on the conspiracy theory only briefly 
Wednesday when he was asked whether he had told his 
former attorney, Percy Foreman of Houston everything 
about his actions In the case. 

Ray said he told Foreman all the details "but I didn't 

! 
him about anybody else, their names or addressesj" e 

s d he had no addresses but had "a couple of phone n • 
rs." 

Ray said he later was pressed by author Wllliam • 
f d Huie for the names of co-conspirators. 

"The conspirators. I never was associated with more 

r 

.&hnr •e person." Ray said. "I don't believe I ever used the 
word 'c:onaplrator' or 'conspiracy.'" 

ltAY SEEKS a trial on grounds that Foreman coerced 
hla plea and his former attorneys were guilty of a conflict 
ot Interest became of their rights to literary royalties from 
a book about the case. 

At the outset of the seventh day of the hearing, Judp 
Robert M. McRae Jr. said the hearing "may be disappoint• 
ing iA some respects°' to newsmen because it was produc­
ing no sensational revelations on the King assassination. 

But he said the hearing was not a trial; it was only to 
determine whether Ray should be allowed to withdraw bJa 
March 10, 1969, guilty plea and stand trial for the slaying 
of King, 

"This case h~s been famous because everybody who 
has ever heard of it is an expert on whether or not the1 
~i·a conspiracy," McRae said. '"lbat's not the Issue in th 

"I BELIEVE he has testified he did shoot Dr. King, 
Bu this is not a murder case." 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



F'D-350 (Rev, 7-16- 63) r - r 

I· C 
(Mount Cllpplng In Spoce Below) 

Ray Said He Was Josi a Bystand~r," 
Ran From Fright,La er Testifie~ 

'--=-¥QlloioiMPIDS, Tenn. - (AP) - James Earl Ral'_ claimed 
• he was standing on a sidewalk outside a roomfflg noaa 

when Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was killed on April 4, 
1968, and ran away because he knew he was in trouble, 

Ray's first attorney testified 
Wednesday. 

Arthur Hanes Sr. of Bir­
mingham, Ala., testifying at 
a U.S. District Court hearing 
on whether Ray should be 
allowed to nullify an earlier 
guilty plea in King's death, 
said Ray told him he had 

' gone to the rooming house 

James Earl Ray 
••• led Jrom court 

and met a contact named 
"Raoul," talked with the 
man and then went down­
staits and "had a beer or 
two. 

"He was standing out 
on , the sidewalk in front of 
the rooming house at 6:01 
p.m. when the shot was 
fired," Hanes told the court. 
He added that Ray was 
scared and fled. 

EARLIER, Ray had tes­
tified that when asked about 
a conspiracy in the slaying, 
he said he was "never asso­
ciated with more than one 
person." He did not identify 
the person and was not ask-
ed his name. 

The statement came as Ray concluded his testimony 
on whether he may withdraw his guilty plea and stand trial 
in the aasassination of the civil rights leader. 

Ray's current attorneys have said Ray identified Raoul 
as a French Canadian he met in Montreal after his escape 
from the Missouri Penitentiary. After King was shot. Ray 
fled to London with a Canadian passport. He was traced to 
England through passport fingerprints checked in Montre­
al. 

Ray earlier in the hearing said be went to the rooming 
house under the impression be was to discuss gun-running. 

HANES' ACCOUNT was the first sworn testimony to 
challenge police theories that Ray shot King from a bath­
room In the r90ming house. 

Hanes said he had asked Ray repeatedly, "Did you fire 
~c 5b9t ii,at killed Dr. King?" _. = 

"Invariably the answer was 'No,' " Hanes said, 
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Ray'had 
names' of 
confederates 

Combined Miami News Servlus 

MEMPHIS - James Earl 
Ray has testified that he 
had "addresses and tele­
phone numbers" of others 
involved in events leading 
to the assassination of the 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. in I 968, but that he 
never gave most of this in­
formation to his attorneys. 

He said he had kept the 
names of some of his wit­
nesses secret because he 
thought the names might 
get bt'ck to FBI agents and 

f
~lat the FBI might hiass 
hem. 

Ray said he gave one 
elephone number to o of 

his former lawyers, Percy 
Foreman of Houston, but 
that Foreman did not press 
him for names. 

Ray Is seeking to with­
draw the guilty plea he en­
tered in 'March 1969, con­
tending that he was coerced 
by Foreman into falsely ad­
mitting the murder of the 
civil rights leader. 

Ray claimed yesterday 
that he was standing on a 
sidewalk outside a. rooming 
house when Dr. King was 
killed and ran away be­
cause he knew he was in 
trouble, Ray's first attor­
ney, Arthur Hanes, testified 
yesterday. 

Hanes said Ray told him 
he had gone to the rooming 
house and met a contact 
named "Raoul," talked with 
the man and then went 
downstairs and "had a beer 
or two. 

"He was standing out on 
the sidewalk in front of the 
rooming house at 6:01 p.m. 
when the shot was fired," 
Hanes told the court. He 
added that Ray was scareq, 
itmi nfflf' ., 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state. ) 

5-C 

MIAMI NEWS 

MIAMI , FLA. 

Date: 10/31/74 
Edition: 

Author: 

Editor: 

Title: 

JAJIES EARL RAY 

Character: 

Cla::illcatlon: 44-1854 ... 759 
Submitting Ofllce: MIA MI , FLA• 
0 Being Investigated 

'l 1974 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



r 

FD-350 (Rei 

-Ray· Acted Alone, 
Says Author of 
Book on Slaying 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. - (UPI) - Author William Brad­
ford Huie, in a deposition read Thursday in federal court, 
said he tried to prove there was a conspiracy to kill Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. but finally concluded that James 

Earl Ray did it alone "to get. 
attention." 

"I know and knew after 
Oct 15 (1968) nobody else 
was involved (in the April 4, 
1968, murder) except Ray," 
said the author of the book 
"He Slew the Dreamer." 

HUIE'S DEPOSIDON 
made Sept. 28, was read in 
the second week of a hear­
ing in which Ray, who now 
fnsists he did not pull the 
trigger in the King slaying, 
is seeking a new trial. Ray 

William B. Huie contends that lawyers Percy 
... gii,e• depo,idon Foreman and Arthur Hanf, 

~ 
Sr. pressured him to pie 

uilty to the Kin1 murder in order to preserve the value f 
uie's book. 

If the contention Is true, according to Huie's testimony 
the move was spectacularly unsuccessful. The writer said 
his royalties for the book through Dec. 31, 19i3, totaled 
only $4,462. 

Huie said he had two reasons for contacting Hanes, 1 
Ray's first lawyer, and suggesting a book on the murder. 
He said he wanted to find out "what happened in the mur­

' der and who was involved" and to help Ray raise money 
for his defense. 

Huie said, "Ray assumed his story would be worth a 
fortune. Ray and Hanes foresaw a deal with me. Ray never 
bought any pig in a sack. He knew exactly what he was 
getting." 

The only wax to make money from the case, Huie 
said, was to prove a conspiracy. He said there was "no 
story" if Ray acted alone. 

HUIE SAID HE first began to suspect that Ray acted 
alone when he realized the accused murderer was broke. 
"That was the first indication to me there hadn't been any­
one else but Ray," he said. 

Ray has testified that he never told Foreman, who en­
gineered his guilty plea in return for a 99-year sentence, 
that he killed King. Huie said he thought Foreman would 
never even bother to ask. 

"Mr. Foreman," he said, "is the kind of man who 
would assume a man is guilty. He'd say, 'S:<>n, if you ain't 
guily, what do you need me for?'" 

Hanes testified earlier Thursday that he did not be­
lieve Foreman could have talked Ray into a guilty plea 
against the defendant's will. 

"James Earl Ray is strong-willed," the former Bir­
mingham, Ala., mayor said. "It's just hard for me to be­
lie~r aov~y could talk James Earl Ray into doing any-
thing he did not want to do." , • .., r 
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.Ray- Acted ·Alone 

In l(ing Slaying, 
Foreman Testifies 
MEMPHIS, Tenn. - (AP) 

- A federal court hearing 
on James Earl Ray's bid for 
a new trial in the slaying of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
ended Fridav. It ended after 
testimony was given that 
Ray a c t e d alone and 
thought the slaying would 
make him "the most popu­
lar man in America." 

U.S. District Judge Rob­
ert McRae Jr. did not say 
when he might rule on 
Ray's petition to withdraw 
his guilty plea and stand 
trial in the April 4, 1968, 
assassination. But the judge 
Indicated he would be 
ww-king on the case at least 
through the Christmas holi­
days. 

At the end of the eighth 
day of the hearing, McRae 
gave lawyers until Dec 13 
to file arguments and other 
documents concerning the 
evidence. 

the case to be appealed to 
the Sixth U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals, regardless of 
his ruling. 

The only testimony of­
fered Friday was the sworn 
~latement ~ivcn April 3 by 
Percy Foreman, of Houston, 
who was one of Ray's for­
mer attorneys. In his state­
ment that was read into the 
court record, Foreman said 
in "my considered judg­
ment, Ray acted alone." 

Foreman describe Ray as 
a racist who felt the assas­
sination of the civil rights 
leader would make ~im 
"the most popular man in 
America." 

FOREMAN DENIED in 
the 208-p age deposition 
that he badgered Ray into 
pleading guilty because he 
was more interested in in­
creasing literary royalties 
on the case. Foreman, 72, 
said he did not need the 

illAY WILL resume serv- \ money because he is worth 
g bis 99-year sentence at about $4.5 million. 
e state penitentiary in Ray claims that Foreman 
ashville, Tenn. coerced the plea and that 
McRae said he expected Foreman and his first attor-

Percy Foreman 
... la11t witne,s 

ney, Arthur Hanes of Bir­
mingham, Ala., wanted to 
keep him off the witness 
stand because of their roy­
alty contracts with Ray and 
author William Bradford 
Huie. 

He contends that the at­
torneys wanted to avoid a 
public trial that would dis- . 
close inside information ob­
tained by Huie and damage 
the value of the book "He 
Slew the Dreamer." 

Foreman said Ray never 
intimated "that he expected 
me to believe he was inno­
cent. 

"He thought everybody 
thought like he thought, 
and he thought th~ killing 
of Martin Luther King 
would make him the elm­
pion of the white race, at 
he would be the most u­
Jar man in America," F e­
man said. 
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