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Memorandum
0 SAC, MIAMI (337- ) DATE:  6/28/76
FROM SA DONALD E. WERTZ
Sec aMacle = by
SUBJECT: PROBE OF JOHN F. KENNEDY

AND MARTIN LUTHER KING
ASSASSINATIONS

On 6/25/76, GEORGE BRACKETT, friend of retired
SA GAY SHAHAN, advised telephonically that he had been
contacted on several occasions by DAN CHRISTENSEN, a reporter
for the "Miami Magazine", 3361 S. W. 3rd Ave., Miami, Fla.,
who desired to question BRACKETT concerning the activities
of one WILLIAM SUMMERSET, alleged FBI informant. CHRISTENSEN
told BRACKETT he was investigating the assassinations of
JOHN F, KENNEDY and MARTIN LUTHER KING.

BRACKETT advised he is general manager for Hecker
Electric Co., Hialeah, Florida, telephone 888-3205, and
located 10430 N. W. 36th Court, Miami, telephone 836-4828,
He was a friend of WILLIE SUMMERSET, who has been dead for
7 or 8 years. He intends to see CHRISTENSEN, but has no
knowledge of SUMMERSET's activities that he feels would
bear on this matter. His purpose in calling was to notify
the FBI that such an investigation was being conducted.

Indices check reflect SUMMERSET was informant,
137-363-231. SHAHAN has moved to Virginia, but his son,
PHIL SHAHAN, works at Central Bank of North Dade.
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House votes

to investigate

Kennedy and

King murders

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Ho
voted to launch an investiga-
n into the assassinations of
ident John Kennedy and civil rights
leader Martin Luther King.
]

By a 280 to 65 vote, the House
adopted a resolution to establish a
special 12-member investigating
committee specifically charged
with inquiring into the circum-
stances &f the assassinations of

nne and King. The panel

uld have discretion to look in
other cases as well.

S er Carl Albert told repoft-
ers he will designate Rep. Thon
Downing (D-Va.) as chairman, and
Rep. Henry Gonzalez (D-Tex.) as
next in line. Downing is retiring at
the end of this year and Gonzalez
presumably would succeed him if,
as expected, the special committee
is continued in the next-Congress.

Downing told the House before
the vote that “in the case of Presi-
dent Kennedy I am convinced there
was a conspiracy involved. I do not
know the identity of the conspira-
tare orxmheir motives. That-shauld

investigated in depth.”
The Warren Commission, whi
vestigated Kennedy’s death, cof-
uded that Lee Harvey Oswa
‘\iavast the sole assassin of the Presi-
ent.

The investigation of King's death
is based on information that in-
cludes allegations involving the re-
moval of a black policeman and
two firemen from their posts in
Memphis shortly before the assas-
sination of the civil rights leader.

; The information, first aired i
968, was presented last month to

ng's widow and to members of

e Congressional Black Caucus b
Academy Award winning screen-
writer Abby Mann and by asassi-
nation critic Mark Lane.

Walter Fauntroy (D-D.C.) con-
firmed that Lane and Mann were
the source of the “new” informa-
tion.

Downing was quoted Wednesday
as saying that it was a push by
Black Caucus members because of
“new information” they say they
have received which persuaded the

?MIF Rules Committge. ar
the resolution for floor action.
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King probe’

‘will ask for

Head of Kennedy-

glant taskforce

Newhouse News Service

? WASHINGTON -- The veteran
| prosecutor hired by the House Se-
Ject Committee on Assassinations
to re-investigate the murders of
President Kennedy and the Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr. is seeking
permission to form the biggest
probe team ever assembled by Con-
gress.

A month aftar he was appointed
to head congressional investiga-
tions of both the 1963 Kennedy
slaying and the 1968 King Killing,
Chief Counsel Richard Sprague has
sized up the unusual task and has
concluded that a major effort —
“thorough, orderily and definitive”
— will require greater money and
manpower than Congress devoted
to any of its recent tull-scale inves-
tigations, including the Nixon im-
peachment inquiry, the Senate Wa-
tergate hearings, or the probe of
abuses by U.S. intelligence agen-
cies.

The 51-year-old Sprague, who
prosecuted hundreds of murder
cases in the course of a colorfui ca-
reer as an assistant district attor-
ney in Philadelphia, also saia he is
seeking authority to use the most
advanced polygraph (iie detector)
and voice strass evaluation technol-
ogy in conductlng the twin probes.

“If there is to be an investigation
it ought to be done throughly and
adequately — or don't do it at all,”
Sprague said.

On the day he was interviewed,
Sprague and a handful of aides had
been closewed in a darkened room

third fioor of a congressio-
nal office building atnex watching

W it \
JOHN KEN\IEDY
sequences in the film made by by-
stander Abraham Zapruder show-
ing the final secends in the life of
President Kennedy as the bullets
penetrated his neck and head in

Dallas on Nov. 22, 1963.

Sprague has said he will investi-
gate both the Kennedy and King
murders from *“ground zero,” just
as he used to do as a prosecutor in
Philadelphia, when police authori-
ties were under orders to notify
him at the same time the homicide
(siquad was called in cases of mur-

er. )

“Of course, being in at ground
zero then meant the bodies were
still on the scene, not 13 years
later,” Sprague said, acknowiedg-
ing the most obvious handicap fac-
ing the belated congressional inqui-'

ry. But Sprague said his"probe will %
: ; " it 4 =
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. review the initial investigations,
~ re-examining testimony and evi-
* dence, in depth and as if for the
.. first time.
‘The two murders, Sprague said,
- will be investigated simultaneously
--by separate staffs.
i *“To do a professional job, I'm
" talking about 170 people, and these
: are just minimum figures," Spra-
gre said. “You need a minimum of
15 lawyers and 25 investigators on
each case — that’s 80 right there.
» Then there should be a poly graph

.

T

. team and a stress-evaluation unit to-

: wark m collaboration with both

~ teams.”

f{ The xmpeachment inquiry of ex-

aPreSldent Nixon in .1873 and 1974
was manned, at its peak, by a 160-

;limember staff, the Senate Water-

£

-

telligence activities requnred 120
staffers. - e -

“But a murder investigation —
and these are not one but two mur-
ders here — requires a willingness
to spend time and go down blind
alleys and check everything,”
Sprague said. “That's what you
have to do if the investigation is
going to be definitive, if people are
going to have any confidence in it.

“Look,” he said, holding a sheaf
of 38 typed pages of questions he
called *“just the threshold ques-
tions". that arose from his review
of the transcript of the proceedings
in the Memphis courtroom where
James Earl Ray, 41, pleaded guilty
March 10, 1969, to the assassina-
tion of civil rights leader Martin
Luther King.

Whether Sprague will be able to
make the kind of painstakingly
complete investigation of the Ken-
nedy and King killings that would
shed new light on those tragedies,
or at least satisfy the critics of ear-
lier, official inquiries, depends on
the the House of Representatives
and the new administration of
Jimmy Carter.

It was on this past Sept. 17 that
the House, preparing to adjourn,
voted 280 to 65 to create the 12-
member Select Committee on As-
sassinations to examine the Kenne-.
dy and ng deaths, and provided
$150,000 in initial funds.

Sprague was hired by Chaxrman
Thomas Downmg (D-Va) but his
title will remain *“Acting” Chief
Counsel until he is approved by the”
full committee, which is scheduled

! gate committee needed 100, and__ to_ hold its first orgamzauonal

{ the recent Senate committee on in-
T h

o gy~

meetmg Monday.
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New Probe of
Assassinations
Gets Started

WASHINGTON -~ (AP) -— The

House Committee on Assassina-.

tions will subpena an FBI memo-
randum indicating Lee Harvey Os-
wald told
Cuban officials
he planned to
kill  President
John ¥. Kenne-
dy, Chairman
Thomas Down-
ing (D. Va)
said Monday.
Meanwhile,
the 12-member
committee
made plans to
hire one of the
largest con-
gressional staffs ever, to conduct
simultaneous investigations into
the Kennedy assassination and the
siaying of Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Chief counsel Richard A. Spra-

gue said he would hire 170 staff |

members.

Downing said he was aware of
the memo only through news re-
ports. ‘

THOSE REPORTS quoted in-
formed sources as saying the infor-
mation about Oswald's statements
to Cuban officials in Mexico City
was reported to the late FBI Direc-
tor J. Edgar Hoover by a reliable
informant who claimed he spoke
directly with Cuban Premier Fidel
Castro.

An informed source who claimed
he had seen the memo said it had
been provided to a Senate intelli-
gence subcommittee earlier this
year. He szid its significance had
been discounted.

A Justice Department source
doubted that the memo avas-tugned
over te-a-Sexate subcommittee.

et

— ra—y —— = - TG

-the 3868 King slaying.

KENNENY WAS fatally shot
Nov—22,-1963 in Dallas. 4
rensCommission concluded that Os-
wald, acting alone, killed him.

The source who claimed to have
seen the memo also said he was
virtually certain it had been pro-
vided to the Warren Commission in
1964. However, members of the
Warren Commission staff ques-
tioped by reporters said they had
no recoliection of such a memo.

Oswald visited the Cuban em-
bassy in Mexico City on Sept. 27,
1963, two months before the Kene
nedy slaying, in an apparent effort
to obtain a visa to travel to Cuba.

, THE HOUSE committee Monday
held a bricf public session, con-
firming Sprague as chief counsel.
He is a former government prose-
cutor who obtained a murder con-
viction of former United Mine
Workers president, Tony Boyle, in
the slaying of a rival. ]

The panel also agreed to form
two subcominittees, one headed by
Rép. Richardson Preyer (D., N.C‘.)
to investigate the Kennedy slaying;, 1
and the other headed by Delcgate

Whlter Fauntroy (D., D.C.) to probe

=2
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< As the House Select Committee on Assassi- 2

nntlons begins its investigations, the over- _]'__\7 T HERALD
A\ vhelming majority of Americans believes thal
chers besides Lee Harvey Oswald were |in-

olved in the assassination of President Juhn 2T M ST
‘Kennedy in Dallas on Nov. 22, 1963. MIAMI,FLA.
* In the latest survey, 80 per cent think others
.were involved, while only 11 per cent think Os-
-wald acted alone, Nine per cent do not exprc>s
‘an opinion, it
T Persons with a college bdckground while
roverwhelmingly of the opinion that some form
of consplracy was involved, are less inclined to
*hold this view than are persons with less than a -
:college background.

APPROXIMATELY one-half of the survey
-.respondents who believe others were involved S
‘did not name a specific group. Among those
who did, however, Cuba or Castro were men-

tigned most often. Other responses frequently

n are “the Mafia," “Communists,” and the Lo
s : o 12-26-76
The same survey also shows that few Anfer- Edition:
ichns believe that James Earl Ray acted on his P
own in the assassination of Dr. Manino;}llher MYRREE
King Jr. in Memphis on April 4, 1968. ¥ 18 Editors ., - e NG
per cent hold this view, while 69 per cent think 'rm-'j} “A; ‘_'TI,” %U:]'E” = DY K1
.others were involved and 13 per cent do not ex- OEN F., K:&NNZ
press an opinion.
An investigation into the assassinauons re-
cently was launched by the newly established Chmcl’nh 185 L3
 House Select Committee on Assassinations — &5 ~8 -
;the sixth to be conducted on a large scale by 342

Claa-lﬂcau n:

igovernment officials since Kennedy was assas-

!dnated Submitting Office: ;[T /] »|I FLA.

. Richard A. Sprague, chief counsel of the

\House committee, recently told Congress that [[] Betng investigated

‘the re-investigation of the deaths of Kennedy {

and King would cost more than $13 million. d(/ / 35’ f. 73
ONE WEEK after the Kennedy assassina- rTer T

‘tion, a large majority of Americans expressed
‘doubts that Oswald had acted alone. A survey
taken three years later (in January 1967) indi-
cated that these doubts had not been resolved.
It was, therefore, evident that the report of the

B

,%%Coimmls:}‘on ohsnd lfmled to convince
many Am¥ricans that Oswald alone W3S Iespop-
sible. R RS . :&‘io\/
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JANURRY 7, 1977

FM MIAMI (62-6603) P
TO DIRECTOR IMMEDIATE
BT

CLEAR

ATTENTION GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION, CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION,

CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT
HOUSE SELLECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS, BUFILE: 62-117290.
RE BUREAU TELETYPE DATED JANUARY 6, 1977.
(1) (A) MIAMI FILE 89-35 (B) ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT
JOHN F. KENNEDY, NOVEMBER 23, 1963, DALLAS, TEXAS (C) FILE
CONSTSTS OF MEMORANDA, TELETYPES, AND AIRTELS, REPORTING
RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION BY THE MIAMI OFFICE. ALL PERTINENT
INFORMATION IN THIS FILE HAS BEEN FURNISHED TO THE BUREAU
AND DALLAS. FILE CONTAINS NO TAPES, ELEC*RONIC SURVEILLANCE
LOGS, OR TRANSCRIPTS. FILE CONTAINS NO PERTINENT PHOTOGRAPHS
OR OTHER EXHIBITS NOT DESCRIBED IN COMMUNICATIONS TO DALLAS

OR THE BUREAU.

Miami (1 - 62-6603)
%7— 4iy-1854)
(1 - 89-35)

(1 - 105-8342)
(1 - ‘2-523“) Seafd'\ed- ______________ ”

B j 5 aE e U, O ARk i
: Seric ll N
v {L,- lndex oo e i g T
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PAGE TWO MM 62-6603 CLEAR

(2) (A) MIAMI FILE 105-8342 (B) LEE HARVEY OSWALD,
INTERNAL SECURITY - RUSSIA - CUBA (C) THIS FILE HAS 17
VOLUMES CONTAINING A TOTAL OF 2,406 SERIALS. 1IN ADDITION
VOLUME ONE HAS AN EXHIBIT SECTION CONTAINING 26 SERIALS,
NAMELY PHOTOGRAPHS. THE CASE FILES CONTAIN TELETYPES,
AIRTELS, LETTERS, REPORTS, FD-3028 AND NEWSPAPER ARTICLES.
IT IS ESTIMATED THE NEWSPAPER ARTICLES MAKE UP AT LEAST
ONE THIRD OF THE TOTAL SERIALS. ALSO THERE ARE NUMEROUS
SERIALS CONTAINING RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION UNDER THE
CAPTION OF THE ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY. FILE
CONTAINS NO TAPES, ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE LOGS, AND/OR
TRANSCRIPTS.

(3) MIAMI HAS NO MAIN FILE ON MARINA N. OSWALD.

(4) (A) MIAMI FILE 44-1412 (B) JACK RUBY; LEE HARVEY
OSWALD - VICTIM, CIVIL RIGHTS. (C) THIS FILE HAS BEEN
DESTROYED UNDER THE DESTRUCTION OF FILES AND RECORDS
PROGRAM.

(5) (A) MIAMI FILE 62-5234 (B) THE PRESIDENT'S COMMISSION

ON THE ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY (C) THIS FILE
CONSISTS OF THREE AIRTELS FROM THE BUREAU AND SEVERAL NON-
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