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V'ay Also Gait, 4 Others 

I Names Lx- con, 

As Suspected Slayer 
Ray started running 

in 1949. Page 8. 

WASHINGTON (AP) - The 
elusive Eric Starvo Gait, who is 
wanted for the killing of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., was 
identified by the FBI Friday as 

Or 40-year-old drifter and ex-con-
'1'ict named James Earl Ray. 
' The FBI said Gait's real iden-
ilJlty was traced through "a sys-
tem'atjc and exhaustive search 
of latent fingerprints" devel-
oped in the King case against 
the fingerprints of more than 
53,000 persons for whom wanted 
notices are on file in the bu-
reau's identification division. 

Gait is only one of the names 
Ray has used in brushes with 
the law which began, according 
to the FBI dossier, when he was 
21. 

The FBI said he has used the 
names of James McBride, 
James Walton, W. 0. Herron 
and James O'Connor. 

He is described as about 5 
feet 10, weighing 163 to 174 
pounds, with blue eyes and 
brown hair and two scars: a 
small scar in the center of the 
forehead and another on the 
palm of his right hand. 

At the time King was shot and 
killed by a sniper in Memphis, 
Tenn., April 4, Ray was being 
sought on a jailbreaking charge. 

The FBI said he escaped on 
April 23, 1967, from the Missouri 
State Penitentiary at Jefferson 
City, where he was serving a 
20-year sentence for armed rob-
bery in St. Louis. 
Ray, sought on a Tennessee 

murder charge in the King slay-
ing, has an arrest record dating 
at Ye t—t--49 when he served 

The FBI has announced that James Earl Ray (left, 
photographed in St. Louis before his prison escape 
a year ago) and Eric Starvo Gait (right, as he ap-

pears on a wanted poster) are the same. 

time in Los Angeles on a burg-
lary charge. 
This followed his discharge 

from the Army. The FBI said he 
was an enlisted man from 
February 1946 to December 1948 
when he received a general dis-
charge for ineptness and lack of 
adaptability. 

His Army record showed a 
three-month sentence at hard 
labor for being drunk and 
breaking arrest, the FBI said. 

The bureau's dossier on Ray 
indicates he has been a drifter 
since he left school in the 10th 
grade at Alston, Ill. 

He has worked as a baker, la-
borer and color matcher. 

In 1952, according to th3 FBI, Iaborer. 
he was convicted in Chicago for 
armed robbery and served two 
years in Joliet and Pontiac, Ill. 
state orisons. In 1955, the FBI 

said, he was convicted of forg-
ing U.S. postal money orders in 
Missouri and was confined to 
Leavenworth penitentiary until 
1958. 

The FBI said Ray was sent to 

the 'Missouri State Penitentiary 

on March 17, 1960, and spent 

some time in September 1966 in 

the maximum security ward at 

the state hospital in Fulton, Mo. 

The FBI said Ray has listed 
his birthdate as March 10, 1928, 
and his birthplace as Illinois. 

The city clerk at Alton, Ill., 
Paul A. Price, said a James 
Earl Ray was born there on 
March 10, 1928, the ssL 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and State.) 
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