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MARITAL
STATUS ¢
PRESENT WIFEs

FORMER WIVES:

SISTERS 3

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

Married

MARTHA E. BROWN DEWEESE
15370 Lanier Road
Jacksonville, Florida

VIOLET ELIZABETH HOWELL,
(deceased)

JOAN NIECE, divorced,
whereabouts unknown;

BETTY SIMMS, divorced 1956,
last known to be residing
in Stratford, Connecticut

DANIEL FRENCH DEWEESE
113 Hale Street
Narrows, Virginia

CHERRY MAE DEWEESE
same address

DANIEL DEWEESE, age 35
Narrows, Virginia;

EVERETT DEWEESE, age 24
employed Newport News
Shipbuilding and Dry Dock
Company, Newport News,
Virginia

CHARLES DEWEESE, age 19-20
employed at Newport News
Shipbullding and Dry Dock
Company, Newport News,
Virginia

MARY DEWEESE ADAMS, aka
Mrs. HOWARD ADAMS
Richmond, Virginia;

IDA DEWEESE KESSINGER, aka
Mrs. DONALD KESSINGER
Bassett, Virginia;

CORA DEWEESE CROCKETIT, aka
Mrs, WALTER CROCKETT, JR.
Narrows, Virginia;




SISTERS(con't)  BARBARA DEWEESE JOWES, aka
, Mrs. CHARLES H, JONES

Newport News, Virginia ;

MARGARET DEWEESE, who is
married to an unrecalled
individual,
Richmond, Virgimnias

LENA DEWEESE STONE
Percerville, Virginia

EDUCATION s Seventh grade

ORGANIZATIONAL
AFFILIATIONS American Legion Lodge
Little Rock, Arkansas

DEWEESE sgld he had last worked as a stockroom
man for Samsonlite Corporation, 1050 South Broadway,
Denver, Colorado. His check number was 15370, and he
possessed a payroll slip which showed he was paid for
the week ending March 3,1968. He said that he left
Denver en route to Florida; stopped by Houston, Texas;
then to New Orleans; then Moblle, Alabama. Then he
went to Jacksonville, Florida. He said he left
Denver on March 2,1968. He said he left on a Saturday
of the last week he worked. He Indicated that the
work week at Samsonite ended on Sunday. He sald he was
married to MARTHA E, BROWN, & widow with two children,
and that they were at the Lanler Road addresgs in Jackson-
ville, Florida. He said he was unemployed at the time
and that he had obtained his U.S. Coast Guard Merchant
Seaman's papers and was attempting to catech a ship
out. He zald he was a member of the National Marlitime
Union (NMU), and he was told in Jacksonville that
1%t would be easier to catch a ship through the Norfolk
National Maritime Union than the Jacksonville National
Maritime Union. He also adviged he took a round trip
to Baltimore and remained in Baltimore two days, staying
at the Roosevelt Hotel. That was between the time he
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arrived in Jacksonville, Florida, and the date he got
married, which was March 18,1968. He indicated further
that he traveled to Baltimore in his personally-

owned automobile, a 1956 Chrysler New Yorker. He also
stated that he stayed in Jacksonville, Florida

until Saturday, April 6, 1968 at 4:15 PM,

when he caught a bus from Jacksonville to Newport News,
Virginia, arriving in Newport News on April 7, 1968.

He indicated he came to Richmond and then transferred
to Newport News.

, He possessed a card which lndicated that
he registered in the National Maritime Union
Hall, Norfolk, Virginia at 9:04 AM, April 8,1968.
He sald that when he arrived in Newport News on April

7,1968, he went to his sister's house and stayed with
her and her husband, CHARLES H., JONES, 735 Westward
Avenue, Hampton, Virginia.

He was observed smoking lincessantly, and he
sald he had been smoking Winston cigarettes for many
years. He was observed to have blue eyes and brown hailr
wlth a crewcut, which he sald he had been wearing since
he was 21 years old.

He was very emphatic and positive he had not
been in Memphls, Nashville, Birmingham or vicinity during
the latter part of March or the first part of April,
1968. He was specifically asked if he had been in
Birmingham on Maréh 28 - 30, 1968, which he inidcated
he had not. He was also asked about his whereabouts
on April 4,1968. He claimed he was in Jacksonville,
Florida, during these pertinent periods. He sald he was
staying with his wife and their two children (his wife's
children by another marriage). He sald he had never
been in Birmingham to his knowledge, and he went to
Memphls one time several years ago.
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simllarity between GALT and one of the men buying'the
rifle.

On April 18,1968, Mrs. TAWANA SMITH, Assistant
Manager , Sporting Goods Department, Kings Department
Store, Virginia Beach Boulevard, Norfolk, Virginia ,
furnished their log of firearms sales from December
17, 1967 thru April 18, 1968. A review of the log
revealed that there had been only one sale of a
30-06 rifle. It occurred on March 21,1968, to one
J.T. BUCHANAN, 3625 East Sewells Point Road, Norfolk,
Virginia.

The rifle was a 30-06 caliber Kodiac bolt
action rifle with serial number 11156.

Mrs. SMITH advised that her manager, JIM
PEARSON, actually made the sale according to the log.

Photographs of ERIC STARVO GAIT were shown
to the following clerks at the aforementioned King's
Department Store with negative resultss

TAWANA SMITH

NINA COLLIER

JEANNETTE GREEN

PEGGY HEATH

A review of the aforementioned firearms sale
log, falled to reveal any name similar to that of GALT
under his true name or alliases.

On April 18,1968, JAMES W. PEARSON, 274
Sedgefield Avenue, Virginla Beach, Virginia, was

interviewed, and he advised that he did not recall
the sale of the aforementioned rifle. He was shown
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photographs of GALT with negative results. He advised
that upon reviewing the matter more thoroughly, he
recalled that he had one man in mind regarding the
above sale:

A white ma?@3 ‘approximately 24
years old, 5'6" tall, 150 pounds,with
dark brown hair.

He could not recall whether it was the
Same man as was recorded as being J.T. BUCHANAN, the
buyer of the afeorementioned rifle.

On April 18,1968, a neighborhood investigation
was conducted in the area of 3625 Sewells Point
Road, Nerfolk, Virgimia. It was determined that one
TOMMY BUCHANAN, age approximately 21, resided at
the above address with his parents. He was described
as:

SEX ¢ Male

RACE: White

HEIGHT Approxzimately 6'2"

WEIGHT ¢ 160

HATIR: . Brown -

EMPLOYED: Main Naval Base, Norfolk,
Virginia

The neighbors advised that he has resided
in the area continuously for some length of time
and several neighbors observed him personally during
the pertinent dates involved in this matter. It
was the neighbors' belief that he had served some
time in the Unit@d States Army.

On April 18,1968, Mrs. MAUDE BUCHANAN,
3625 Sewells Poimt R@@d Norfolk, Virginia, advised
that she is the mother of one JOSEPH THOMAS BUCHANAN,
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On April 20,1968, ANDY NESKIS, owner, White
House Grill, 443 Granby Street, Norfolk, Virginia, advised
that on April 16,1968, he cashed a check for an individual
who ldentified himself as D, WHIRTH, who was accompanied
by another individual known to NESKIS as DANNY E,
"LEBER, 1115 West Poplar Street, York, Pennsylvania.

NESKIS was hesitant about cashing this check,
so WHIRTH gave him the title to a 1955 Buick automobile
as security.

WHIRTH and LEBER told NESKIS that they were
working in the Norfolk area, as "roofers", and were
living at 244 Freemason Street, Norfolk.

On April 20,968, NESKIS was looking at a
newspaper, and saw the photograph of JAMES EARL RAY,
~and felt tla t WHIRTH somewhat resembled RAY.

On April 22,1968, NESKIS was shown several
photographs of JAMES EARL RAY, and WALTER TERRY RIFE,
After viewing these photographs, NESKIS advised
gg%t nelther WHIRTH nor LEBER resembled RAY or

E. . '

On the same date, Mr. and Mrs. FREDERICK
C. HAND, 244 Freemason Street, Norfolk, advised that
there had been two young men living at thelr rooming
house at that address, until about two days ago
when they were evicted. The HANDS advised that these
men were about, 25 years of age, and were working in

the Norfolk area as "roofers". When registering at
the rooming house, one individual identified
himself as (First Name Unknown) RUBY and the other as

(First Name Unknown) DALLAS.

One individual was about 5'7" tall, and
the other was about 6'1" tall.
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~ They advised that they boarded American Alr-
lines Flight 338 at Dsllas, Texa®s, on April 6, 1968
en route to Fhlladelphis, P@Eﬂ@YIV&REﬁa They occupied
the two tourist seats at the back edge of the right
wing next to the window. A Negroe male occupied the
third seat next to them in the teurist section.

They were shown Qh@tog%@phk of JAMES EARL
RAY, and they stated that he was totally unfamiliar
to them, They advised that in reality they could not
describe any of the other passengers as they paid little
attention to them.

Re: ILong Distance Telephone Calls
Placed at Eaeh Public Telephone On
Interstate 10, Over Which Subject

And CHARLES STEIN Alleg@dly Travelled
December 15 171A19 67 .

- e i

+ The following investigati@n was conducted by
S& WILLIAM D, BRANON on May 7,1968 at Hampton,
Virginia:

It was determined that telephone numb@m
T03-T22-7921 was assigned to the Dixie Hospital,
Hampton, Virginia. .

Investigation at the Dixle Hospltal revealed
hat on December 16,1967 there were over 300 patients
and 585 employees in said hospital. It was determined
that after a direct dlaled telephone eall reached the
switchboard it was undeterminable as to its final
destination in said hospital. A check of the long
distance t@l@phone records for December 16,1967
falled to reveal any charge to the afar@mentioned
number for a call having been @@ht or received by
8ald number,
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Re: Suspect FRANK G, NILES
Also Known As Frank Henry Niles

The following investigation was conducted at
Williamsburg, Virginia by SA H. CURTISS BURRELL:

On May 3,1968, Mrs. WYOLENE POINTER, Superinten-
dent's Office, Eastern State I, VWilliamsburg,
Virginia, furnlshed their file on FRANK HENRY NILES,

. A review of this file revealed the
following information: ~

NILES was at Eastern State _
on January 17,1968 under by Special
Justice DANIEL GRINNAN, Cityof Richmond, Virginia.

He was allowed one pass, which was issued for
the periocd of April 24-26, 1968, when he listed his
destination as being 6150 Wilson Boulevard, Arlington,
Virginla. He has missed no scheduled roll calls at
Eastern State [ N|N.

Very little background information has been
acquired by Eastern State h On several occasions
they have sent persocnal background questionnaires to -
Mrs. CECILIA HOPE LEWIS at 5099 Tlnelawn Avenue,
Chattanooga, Tennessee. They have received no replies
from Mrs. LEWIS. . .

Thelr files revealed that
Lorain, Ohlo, from June 28,1967 to August 11,1967.
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NILES 18 described as a white male, born
. weighing 131 pounds, 5'9" tall,
"blue eyes, gray halr, with a mustache.

the [N vos v.H. BATTE.
nis | = - MARTIN

Interview of Dr. PALMAZ revealed that NILES

1s an alcoholic currently assigned to the Alcoholic

31 Rehabilitation Section of the Eastern State

. It is noted that this area 1s not secured at
all times. Dr. PALMAZ advised that NILES is a definite
raclist, but has had no violence -exhibited toward any
of his fellow Negro inmates. Dr. PALMAZ described his
feellngs as belng merely a general prejudice. He
1s described as being very polite but in definite
need of a great deal of activity to keep his mind occupled.
Dr. PALMAZ advised that he has a very deep-seated
hostility toward life in general and that things

118 W3 ) : PATMAZ considers
Dr.

PAIMAZ advised he has never heard NILES make any comments
regarding any of the racilal or Nazli leaders in the
Unlted States.

PALMAZ .

- Dr., PAILMAZ noted that NILES wrote a letter
to the Social Securlty Administration recently in regard
to his Soclal Security Account, number| B
which he felt was delinquent.

It was noted that since March 30,1968,
NILES has been allowed to work at the Howard Johnson's
Restaurant, off the Eastern State I crovunds,
in Williamsburg, Virginia. Since that time and to
date, he has worked five and six days a week, 40
hours per week, and is paild $5
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On May 3,1968, JAMES HAMILTON, Manager,
Howard Johnson's Restaurant, Williamsburg, Virginia
was Interviewed and advised that NILES was employed at
his restaurant from March 30, 1968 to the present
" time. He noted that he was at all times on duty during
the period April 3-6, 1968. His days off during the
instant period were April 2, and 9, 1968. HAMILTON
advised that NILES 1s very well liked and getts along
well with all the Negro help.

noted that NILES returned to the Eastern
State after his work days during the instant
perlod and at all times during his peried of employment
at the Howard Johunson's Res _ He has missed no
roll calls at Eastern State% .

Re: Suspect ROBERT TERRY

On May 9,1968, Sergeant HARRIS SEAGER,
Virginlia Beach, Virglinla Police Department, advised
that he had received a telephone call from Mrs.
MARY ANN BRILEY, 865 Hunting Hill Lane, Virginia
Beach, Virginia (telephone §97 2094). Mrs. BRILEY
advised him that there had been a man by the name
of ROBERT TERRY staying at her residence for about
a week that resembled the pictures shown in the
newspapers of JAMES EARL RAY.

TERRY was brought to the BRILEY resildence
by Mr. BRILEY on April 17 or 18, 1968 from Columbus,
Ohio. Mrs. BRILEY stated that her husband is a long-
dlstance truck driver, and that he recently leff
for the West Coast taking ROBERT TERRY with him.

She received a call from her husband who advised that
he bad left TERRY in Chicago.
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