5/9/68
AIRTRL
TO: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)
FROM: SAC, NORFOLK (44-268)(P)
MURKIN

Re Interview of passengers aboard American Alrlines
Flight 338 from Dallas, Texas to Philadelphia, Pa., on 4/6/68,

Re Oklahoma City airtel to Memphis dated 5/2/68.

The following investigation was conducted at Fort
Eustis, Va,, by SA H, CURTISS BURRELL, on 5/6/68.

Privat§ W 1%35, was contacted at Ft,
Eustis, Va, He advis at he is in Company E of the Second
School Battalion, Transportation S8chool Brigade, He advised
that he boarded the instant flight 338 at Oklahoma City, Okla.,
on 4/6/68, with his destination being Philadelphia, Pa, He
sat in the most rear seat in the tourist section, next to a
white female with blond hair. He was shown & photograph of
JAMES EARL RAY with negative results, He advlised that he
oould recall no one on said flight who even resembled RAY, i
He noted, however, that due to his close attention to the white :
female with whom he was sitting, that he did not really pay to

much attention to any of the other passengers, He stated that

due to his seat in the most rear secstion of the airplane, also,

that his observation of all passngers in the tourist section

wbhuld have been quite limited,

Due to the above, no further investigation being
eonducted re this matter by Norfolk,
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AIRTEL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (441609)

SUBJECT: MURKIN
(00t MEMPHIS)

At 9:35 pm, on 5/10/68, Mr. HUNTER HELGESON, in I/w('o.

Assistant Director ROSEN's office at the Bureau, called
Weekend Supervisor EDWARD M. KAVANAGH of the New York Office
and stated that at 5:30 pm, on 5/10/68, an anonymous male
caller contacted the Bureau switchboard and said he was
calling from Brooklyn, New York, '

A Bureau supervisor took the call and the caller
said he had a tip on the killing of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
The caller then stated AARON WEISBERG, 4323 Avenue J.

~ The Bureau superviscr, at this point, inquired if
this address wae in Brooklyn, NY, and the caller sald he
could say no more and hung up.

The Brooklyn, New York Telephone Directory lists
AARON WEISBERG, M.D,, with an office at 1060 Ocean Avenue,
Brooklyn, New York, telephone number UL /=5802, and his
residence at 4323 ivenue J, Brooklyn, New York, telephone
number ES 7 ® : ‘

The New York Office indiceg contain no identifi-

: ‘f;&?:ﬂﬂ

3 = Bureau L
_= Memphis (b4-1287) (INFO) Ayl s g
(i » New York W |
C(%‘g():uev e V/ ? /y’/éﬂ?’ﬂa
et
1 - Supv. #23 1ND};}]§ED 17 s
FIL ——

3

,
e
|

4
|
|

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



NY 44-160

The 24th Edition, 167, American Medical Directury
lists the following as t: AARON WEISBERG, who ig a member of
the American Medical Assgocliation:

Office: 1060 Ocean Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11226

Date of Birth: 1514

Medical Education: Eclectic Medical College

Cincinnati, Ohio
Doctor of Medicine degree
awarded 193

Year of License in

New York State: 133

American Speclalty

Board Certification: American Board of Internal
Medicine

Primary Speclalty: Gastroenterology

Secondary Speclalty: Internal Medlicine

Type of Practice: full-time Speclalty Practice

Speclal Socleties: American College of Physicians:
American College of Gastroen-
terology:;
American Soclety of Internal
Medicine;

Anerican Physicians Fellov=-
ship, Incorporated.

Dr. AARON WEISBERG, interviewed at his office,
1060 Ocean Avenue, Brooklyn, NY, on 5/11/683, advised that
he had no information concerning this case and did not tele-
phone the FBI on the evening of 5/10/6Y. He advised, how-
ever, that he and his wife have received several annoying
telephone calls, both at his residence and office since
1/1/6%. 1In addition, several anonymous calls have been made
concerning him to the New York Police Department, Fire De-
partment, and to a local catering establishment, all of which
have caused him embarassment. On 5/10/68, at £:15 pm, he
recelved an anonymous call telling him to "drop dead.

These calls have been reported to the 63rd Precinct

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



NY 44-1609

for investigation, He sudpe¢ts the caller to be either LANNY
GOODMAN, 81/ East 52nd Stmeet, Brooklyn, NY, or BERNARD
LANDSMAN, 71&3 East 51st Street, Brooklyn. He described these
two boys as "psychos” who /hAve had a lot of trouble with the
police, LANDSMAN is his ﬁephew, He believes the purpose of
the call to the FBI was only to canse hinm more enbarascment.

1
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Date: 5/13/68 |
: PLAIN TEXT I
Transmit the following in !
(Type in plaintéxt or code) :
via _TELETYPE URGENT . ]
’ (Priority) I
S o e W e N _ S JStte e, el g ol et "W Avi gt "o gty Sreh, e weell o wpvit P e s X ) I‘“‘_ﬂ ’!‘“*“‘ Wi o Sl W e " Ry W St o L’“,ﬁ" Wew Mo S W o
T0: SAC, KANSAS CITY ,
FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (44-1609)

MURKIN; CIVIL RIGHTS; 00: -MEMPHIS - | '

v

RE ‘EASTERN ATRLINES FLIGHTS (EAL) OUT OF ATLANTA APRIL
FIVE DASH TWELVE LAST. |

RE MIAMI TELETYPE TO THE BUREAU DATED MAY TEN LAST, NO COPY
TO KANSAS CITY.

RETEL ADVISED AS FOLLOWS: |

"EAL IEM SET UP FOR TEN NUMBER TICKETS. WHEN AN ATRLINE
USES NINE NUMBERS FOR TICKETS FOLLOWING IDENTIFYING NUMBERS, EAL
INSERTS A ZERO FOR THE FOURTH NUMBER. ALL OFFICES, IN CHECKING
TICKETS LISTED IN RE MIAMI TEL, DROP FOURTH NUMBER AS SHOWN,
WHICH IN EACH INSTANCE IS A 2ERO".

| MEMPHIS ADVISED BY ATR MAIL.
SUBJECT RAY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

{Zggggpgggkgmga H-/609-56/

1~ Supv. #2 SEARCHZD

1- ADIC JOHN F. MALONE SERIALIZED AN
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¢ FBI XAN CITY

FBI NEW YORX

1007 AM URGENT 5-13-68 JLW

TO XANSAS CITY

FROM NEW YORK 44-1609 1P

MURKIN; CIVIL RIGHTS; 00 - MEMPHIS

;o

RE EASTERN AIRLINES FLIGHTS (ZAL) OUT 6? ATLANTA APRIL FIVE -

TWELVE LAST,

J

RE MIAMI TEL TO BUREAU MAY TEN LAST, NO COPY TO XANSAS CITY.
" RETEL ADVISED AS FOLLOWYS:

: ] .
"EAL IBM SET UP FOR TEN NUMBER TICKETS.

WHEN, AN AIRLINE

USES NINE NUMBERS FOR TICKETS FOLLOWING IDENTIFYING NUMBER, EAL INSERTS

A ZERO FOR THE. FOURTH NUMBER.

ALL OFFICES, IN CHECKING TICKETS

LISTED IN RE MIAYI TEL, DROP FOURTH NUNBER AS' SHOUN, WHICH IN EACH

| INSTANCE IS & zZERO."™ |
MEYPHIS ADVISED BY AIR “AIL.
SUBJECT RAY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END
PHM

'FBI KAN CITY

1
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5/13/68
PLAIN TEXT

AIRTEL
TOs SAC, MEMPHIS
FROMs SAC, NEW YORK (44-1609)
SUBJECT¢ MURKIN

CIVIL RIGHIS

(00: }m!PHIs)
— Re suspect driving car bearing New York m.ce

nse ‘/93
Re Newark tel to New York dated 5/1/68. ‘WUJ

Avove registration held by WALTER WEISBECKER, 30
Manchester Road, Eastchester, NY,

WEISBECKER has been
elininated as a suspect in instant matter through
interview,

SUBJECT RAY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND
DANGEROUS,

2~ Memphis

Newark (INFO)
New York

JFs:fmr j .
1- SUPV, #

Y7-1609-56%

SERIALIZED oA A/
INDEXED

?Q J FILED '/'te/ — ?'6
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FBI NEW YORK'

FBI KAN CITY -
344 PM URGENT S/14/68 KSW
TO DIRECTOR 44-38861; MEMPHIS, NEW YORK, LOS ANGELES

. FROM KANSAS CITY 1P
'MURKIN

RECORDS TWA, KANSAS CITY, REVEAL. THAT COACH TICKET THO TWQ ZERO
SEVEN ONE FIVE THREE ONE EIGHT PURCHASED APRIL SEVEN LAST BY &
Je A. SMITH FOR TRIP FROM LOS ANGELES 10’ CHICAGO 7O ATLANTA WITH
RETURN FROM ATLANTA DIRECT TO LOS ANGELES ON APRIL NINE LAST WAS
EXCHANGED IN ATLANTA FOR 'rmp_ FROM ATLANTA T0 CHICAGO SAME DATE
WITH TRAVEL TO LOS AVGELES OPEN. |

RECORDS FURTHER REVEAL THAT THIS TICKET WAS PURCHASED BY A
TVWA VORLD WIDE JET CREDIT CARD NUMBER ONE FIVE SIX TW0.EIGHT FOUR
FOUR THREE EIGHT NINE EIGHT ZERO T W ASSIGVED TO JAUES A- SMITH»
FIVE ZERO SIX maas INAGLEN WAY, LOS ANGELES, TELEPHONE AX THREE
SIX THREE THREE SIX. | \

LOS ANGELES ATTEMPT TO CONTACT JAMES A. SMITH 70 DETERMINE
PURPOSE OF TRIP FROM ATLANTA TO LOS ANGELES. ARMED AVD DAVGEROUS.
P 4+ ' '

END JaM s - - j;/,,/é,d?"\gég

FBI NEW YORK \3/\

o

SEARCRED _..
SERIALIZEDZE L FILED.
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Routing Slip

Q-7 (Rev, 9-25-.
TO: SAC,

(Copies to Offices Checked)

o
L]

i

NP PIINS iy

Albany Houston Nortolk Tambai
Albuquerque -] Indianapolts Oklahoma City Wash;ington Fleld
Anghorage Jackson Omaha Quantiéo
Atlanta Jacksonville Philgdelphia H H
] Baltimore Kansas City Phoenix T0 LEGAT: =
Birmingham Knoxvtlle Pittsburgh Bern
Boston f.as Vegas Portland Bonn
Buftalo '} Little Rock {7} Richtaond Buenod Alres
Butte () Los Angeles Sacramento Hond Kong
Chotlotte (T3 Loutsville St. Louts Londort
Chicago [ ) Memphis Salt Lake City { Mcml_!a'
Cincinnatt (..J Miami San Antonto Mexizof D.F.
Cleveland Milwgukee San Diego quyc‘;
Columbia Minneapolis San Francisco Pants 3
) Dallas Mobile San Juagn Rome
Denver Newark Savannaoh Sante Domingo
Detroit New Haven Seattle Tokyo s
El Paso %Mrleans Spring(leld By
Honolul 13
ulu ew York City Date May 13 . 1968 é
RE: ' g
3
MURKIN :
: §
: -
. H
Retention For appropriate i3
x___'] For Informatton [ optional action {23 Surep, bf - S
IR
The enclosed is for your Information. If uged In a futvre report, 7] ¢odceal
all sources, (] paraphrase contents. i }!;

Enclosed are corrected pages from report of SA

dated

.

Remorks:

Enclosed for assistance of each
office in connection with any laundry checks
being made are photographs of laundry marks
placed on shirt and bed linen for James Earl
Ray while using the name of Eric Starvo Galt

in the Los Angeles area.
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* 0.9 (Rev, $.22-64) ' .
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FBI m————— 's;:g .J-LRO

Date---ﬁay QSAClQBB

---—- !

Ttansmit the following jn

(Typc in plaintext or code) == SaT III
: - -SAC

Vie . Airtel ] ‘_{Fﬁﬂ” qnbﬁlvej 2

T R
To:  All SACS —————
LEGATS, Mexico City e —— —
Ottawa ~——————
R} . -.--.‘-h\.,

Y¥rs Director. FBI (44-38861) ——

bt |
MURKIN T
00: MEMPHIS (44-1987) TS ———
-~~""‘F:3‘

In order to cover ‘the possibxlxty ‘that subject
may have died since commission of the crime, the U. S.
Census Bureau and Department of Health, Education and
Welfare were contacted and they advised that no central
Tecords of unidentified deceased are maintained by those
agencies. It was suggested that each state may maintain
such a record in their Bureau of Vital Statistics or

similar agency.

There is no known Federal law requirxng the
maxntenance of such information; and it is possible that:
if any record of unidentified dead is maintained, it would
only be maintained at local police departments, morgues,
medical facilities, or the like.

f Each office covering state capitals should
check to ascertain if such records are maintained, and
if so, should check records for the period from 4-5-68,
to date, for any information which might possibly identify
subject Ray with unidentified deceased person over that

period.

If there is no central record repository maintained
in the various states or nationally in the case of Mexico
and Canada, you should, in connection with your contacts
with law enforcement agencies on this c

L it
,m“w'

Bureau matters, make appropriate 1nqu1r1 iye t ”?’J;f
' .) - EARCHED T T—
01}/ ' %‘TJ szxmuzsnﬁdum/&@
ra \/ [a RS
‘o ﬁ,@l—N.}g YOn&

&P‘ ML aan J/U.)l P4

Sent Via (\“»
[
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Airtel to All SACS and LEGATS, Mexico City and Ottawa
RE: MURKIN ‘ '

unidentified dead for the period beginning 4-5-68; and if
fingerprints on such dead are maintained, they should be
compared with those on the Identification Order on Ray

in order to effect identification or nonidentification.
This should be handled in the normal course of business
and only reasonable investigation should be pursued

along these lines.

The Identification Division has placed an appropriate
stop on unidentified deceased inquiries it may receive.
If feasible, appropriate offices and Legats, Mexico City
and Ottawa should place similar stops with appropriate
state, local or national agencies in your territories.

Armed and Dangerous.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Transmit the following in

Via

;.' £8-9 (Rev, $.22.64) . . .

FBI
Date: May 9, 1968

(Type in plﬁintéxt or code)

Airtel

{Priority)

0 o e o e W e Ve o Wt 0 e S . e b e, ek o, e, s A =S e Yl St Sl S e Yt o Aok St} e W "l oSt el so Al g v e e o 4

To: All SACS
LEGATS, Mexico City
Ottawa

ulg\
Vi¥rom: Director. FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN
00: MEMPHIS (44-1987)

In order to cover the possibility that subject
may have died since commission of the crime, the U. S.
Census Bureau and Department of Health, Education and
Welfare were contacted and they advised ‘that no central
records of unidentified deceased are maintained by those
agencies. It was suggested that each state may maintain
such a record in their Bureau of Vital Statistics or
similar agency.

There is no known Federal law requiring the
maintenance of such information; and it is possible that
if any record of unidentified dead is maintained, it would
only be maintained at local police departments, morgues,
medical facilities, or the like.

Each office covering state capitals should
check to ascertain if such records are maintained, and
if so, should check records for the period from 4-5-68,
to date, for any information which might possibly identify
subject Ray with unidentified deceased person over that
period.

If there 'is no central record repository maintained
in the various states or nationally in the case of Mexico
and Canada, you should, in connection with your contacts
with law enforcement agencies on this case or other
Bureau matters, make appropriate inquiries relative to

ated

.

, ‘ SEARCHED NeEAD

| seriauzep L Anentls
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Airtel to All SACS and LEGATS, Mexico City and Ottawa :
RE: MURKIN *

unidentified dead for the period beginning 4-5-68; and if

fingerprints on such dead are maintained, they should be
compared with those on the ILdentification Order on Ray
in order to effect identification or nonidentification.
This should be handled in the normal course of business
and only reasonable investigation should be pursued
along these lines.

The Identification Division has placed an appropriate
stop on unidentified deceased inquiries it may receive.
If feasible, appropriate offices and Legats, Mexico City
and Ottawa should place similar stops with appropriate
state, local or national agencies in your territories.

Armed and Dangerous.

202L5 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FBI
Date: Way~ 10, ‘1968 DIR,

mm— e SA0 T 7

el

mm—mow-SAC IT 49

(Type in plaintext or code)
4

Transmit the following in .
- 'A~~~——$AG III‘

Via . Airtel
(Priority )=~ oAC IV /
x~--2%f_§uzmzﬁ.

T Yy B ™ 3 Ty S S i Tt Vet N . S I S I v o Wip o P i atin oo e e e S, gl . WS Jarin S S Wl Wy e o WA v Vo M _snon et et s, .
= " o
lod 47‘-—;55--! |
* n*--i‘-n--‘.q

""l-a--’-él‘.nl

To: * All SACS
LEGATS, Mexico City ) .
Ottawa I e 2 52 e 3
"“n-_sa-“.a....*

'iﬁr.;*._hq

ViSProme birector, FBI
' ;'-"-Fihh-..q
==‘“""-.-.-..

o ot

a

ta
v )

MURKIN Ry
.-n-..}gj Lt
For your information and -investigative assistance}

subject James Earl Ray took a bartending course in
Los Angeles, California, during the early part of 1968,
and prior to his departing Los Angeles, in March of 1968,
he made several telephone calls to country clubs in an

effort to obtain employment,
This should be borne in mind in covering leads

in connection with this and other cases,

Armed and Dangerous,

- [609566
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Transmit the following in

Via .

L

o ®
FBI

Date: May 10, 1968

(Type in plaintext or code)

Airtel

(Priority)

TR 4TI el S A G sk, S S o sl k" o 3t O vt ke et S o e e, o . ol Sl . o 5 . e e P, W o et W St . o St Yo et e . Bl i

To: All SACS
LEGATS, Mexico City
Ottawa

,;?Zf?bm: birector, FBI
MURKIN

For your information and investigative assistance,
subject James Earl Ray took a bartending course in
Los Angeles, California, during the early part of 1968,
and prior to his departing Los Angeles, in March of 1968
he made several telephone calls ‘to country clubs in an
effort to obtain employment,

This should be borne in mind in covering leads
in connection with this and other cases.

Armed and Dangerous,

Sent Via
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Via
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» FD-36 (Rev. $.22-64) I

FBI ‘
Date: 5/13/68

-4

{Typer in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL

e - ————————— ———

\*l

-

%\g‘”v " NEW YORK
[/

(Priority) H

TO: SAC, NEW YORK
FROM: SAC, SAN DIEGO (44-387) (P)

MURKIN | T W ﬂ%/
(00: . MEMPHIS) /

Re New Orleans airtel to Memphis, 5/7/68.

Following investigation was conducted by SA ARNOLD
W. O'BRIEN, San Diego, 5/13/68: .

Mrs, EDNA GOULD, Manager, apartments located at
4077 Hamilton Street, San Diego, California, advised no one
by the name of STEVE FULLER has ever resided at this address,
She advised, however, .a Mr, and Mrs, STEVE TULLER resided at
this address wntil 12/15/67. STEVE TULLER is.a member of the
U. S. Coast Guard and he was transferred to New York City.
He departed California on 12/15/67 for New York City traveling
via New Orleans, Loulsiana, . .

Mr, and Mrs. STEVE TULLER can be located through
his parents, STEVEN TUDLER, Sr.,.1600 Avenue T, Brooklyn,
New York, : Veye s

LEAD 5:,( ’f w 0
(A
AT BROOKLYN, NEW YORK, Locate and interview STEVE

TULLER for information as to his residency at the Provincial
Motel, New Orleans, Louisiana on 12/18/67 for any information

A

regarding his knowledge of subject JAMES EARL RAY,
Q- New York /2
2 - Memphis (44-1987) ( AN-\b0]_45( 7
2 - San Diego ,U"A A;,ﬂ)&_( 1 SEARCHED, NDEXED
- SERIALIZED. ILE
or (,
(es:ere '} : MAY 1-5-10R8-x s

\v7

Special Agent in Charge )
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5/13/68

AIRTEL

TO: SAC, NEW YORK
FROM3 SAC, SAN DIEGO (44-387) (P)

MURKIN
(00: MEMPHIS)

Re New Orleans airtel to Memphis, 5/7/68.
wmomuum
w.ovnnl. ‘

;-".“55:-.3 ,......,.'::mmm
via Qlﬂ—. WIM
P 8, STEVEN TULLER, Sre, 1600 Avems T, Brooklyns
g B e :
LAD
NEW_YORK
ruam £ SRS IS, it e
nphu m‘::!u’ of subject s
@)~ New York
2 - Memphis (44-1987) HL609-567
2 - San Diego SEARCHED. INDEXED
_ ssmAuztnEﬁunﬂ
“("’) apg - MAY D 41968 | g
FBI— NEW YORK
l fm
\V
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5/11/68

AIRTEL L

703 sAC, mnxs
FROM: BAC, NEW YORK (44-1609).
SUBJECT: MURKIN

RE: QUESTS AT THE
PROVINCIAL MOTEL,
NEW_QRLEANS, LOUISANA,
12/17-19/67

]

Re New wieans' airtel to Memphis, ,5/7/68.

Enclos#d herewith to Memphis arelS copies of
an inaert reflecting negative information from Dr. DAVID
ROSNER, 602 Main Street, Port Jefferson, NY, -

‘RE: LAUNDRY
TAG LEADS

Re Albany airtel to Bureau, 4/11/68, and Boston
airtel to Bureau, 5/7/68. ’ g

For the information of Memphis, Laundry Tag Leads
regarding machines of Textile Marking Naihino Co. have been
completed by NYO, with negative results. ’

‘ Included in this »&#gstigation was Budget
Cleaners and Shirt Laundry, 45 Avenue B, NYC, and Nu Clear

T ey

Cleaners, long Beach Boulevard, Long Beach, NY & 192-10 Linden

Boulevard, Queens, NY, both with negative results,

_ 2-Memphis (Encls, 15)

' 1-Boston {INFO)

K
{

1-New Orleans

1 } vl y / /
e York Y15 09-8¢ >
Jgs:pml i SEARCHED,_ o
{6) 3 . SERIALYZED_ ZCEZ
: JNDEXED s
I o/

1-Supervisor ’#23
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| NY 441609

REs DANCING SCHOOLS
Re Bureau teletype to all SACS dated 4/15/68,

A1l dancing schools in the NY Division have
- been ;conta.ctgdk :&th negative results.

RE: FLIGHT PHRS MEMBERS
OF EASTERN AIRLINES (RAL)
FOREIGN BOUND FLIGHTS OUT
OF ATLANTA, GEORAIA, 4/5-6/68

Re Mimwmi teletype to Bureau datea 4/19/68.

. NY has contacted the following EAL personnel
regarding captioned matter with negative results:

Pilots K, D, HARTMAN and
DONALD GROSMAN

Stewardesnes LUELLEN LOREHN,

JOAN EVELYN MUEZDA,
DIANE SARRAH TREMBLY and
CAROL ANN SCOTT : :

RE: CIRCULARIZATION OF
AVIS AND HERTZ CAR -
‘RENTAL AGENCIES

Re Bursau airtel to NY, 5/3/68,

© . Two thousand 108 of subject JAMES EARL RAY have
‘been delivered to Herts which is circularizing all of its
continental offices (1500 copies) and all of its international
offices (500 copies).

, - Avis hie mcceépted the new er mat of subject,
RAY, and stated it will appear in the Avis Megazine to ke
published 5/15/68. This megazine is distributed world-wide
to Avis agencies, l f

| 'SUBJECT RAY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND
. pANGEROUSo—

) -
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NY 44-1609

~ Dr. DAVID ROSNER, 602 Main Street, Port Jefferson,
New York, advised SA WILLIAM R. WALL that he recalls being
at the Provincial Motel in New Orleans for one day in
December, 1967. He advised he was accompanied by his wife
and two children, ages 9 and 6. He stated that his stay at
the motel was merely a stop-over en route to Mexico City and
‘that he did not converse or socialize with any of the
occupants of the motel.

Dr. ROSNER has seen various photographs of JAMES
‘EARL RAY also known as ERIC STARVO GALT and has no recollection
of ever having seen him in person. He advised that he definitely
has no recollection of having seen RAY at the Provincial Motel.
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5/14/68
PLAINTEXT
TELETYPE ' URGENT
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) AND SACS, ATLANTA (44-2386)
MEMPHIS (44-1987)
MIAMI (44-1854)
FROM: . SAC, CHICAGO (44-1114)

MURKIN,

RE MIAMI TEL TO DIRECTOR MAY TEN LAST.

RE EASTERN AIRLINES (EAL) FLIGHTS OUT OF ATLANTA
APRIL FIVE THROUGH APRIL TEN LAST.

UNITED AIRLINES (UAL) TICKETS AS FURNISHED IN RETEL
EXAMINED AND NO RECORD FOR JERRY HERRON.

‘ ' UAL TICKET NUMBER FOUR SEVEN FIVE FOUR ZERO FOUR EIGHT
TWO NINE WAS FURNISHED IN SIXTY SIX TO BURGESS VIBROCRAFTERS,
INC., GRAYSLAKE, ILLINOIS, AND SHOULD HAVE BEEN LONG SINCE
USED, MIAMI REQUESTED TO RE-EXAMINE TICKET NUMBERS AS
FURNISHED IN RETEL FOR ACCURACY OF ABOVE TICKET NUMBER,

IF ACCURATE, CHICAGO WILL CONTACT BURGESS TO DETERMINE WHY
TICKET USED AT THIS LATE DATE AND UNDER WHAT CIRCUMSTANCES

AS UAL HAS NO RECORD OF USAGE O.N EAL FLIGHT TWO FOUR EIGHT.

AMCC TO NEW YORK AND MINNEAPOLIS: ~ L/‘Q{xg __C_D_ %, 567

NS 4% W .
ARMED AND DANGEROUS, ?""““'ﬁ";&@
. V) #
- New York (44-1609) (AM)

1 = Minneapolis (157-450) (AM)
DRH: jap (3)
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5/15/68
PLAIN TEXT
AIRTEL
T0: SAC, MEMPHIS
FROMs BAC, NEW YORK (44-1609)
SUBJECT: MURKIN
CIVIL RIGHTS

(00:  MEMPHIS)

Re VWilshire Book Company. / M

2~
%;%‘;Q,'( ’” Re Houston airtel to the Bureau dated 5/11/CU.

on 5/15/64, GERARD DORR RAY was eliminated as
beinz identical with subject JAMES FARL RAY. ¥While in
Washington, GERARD DORR RAY resided at 327 Pirst Avenue lasgt,
Pacific, Washingfon, His wife is BARBARA JEAN RAY and

she received a mogazine through Wilshire Iiook Coumpany
under the hane B.J. RAY, ‘

SUBJECT RAY SHOUILD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND
DANGERQUS,

2~ Memphis

1~ Houston (INFO
Seattle (INFO
New York (44-1609)

JE3sirf
(6> A

1- SUPVJS #23 ;" - 70

OrIED o

oo ALNZED, 2l
I oot —
D AL 1\4"&
R
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OPTIONAL, FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-116

TO :  SAC ( lh-1609) DATE:  §/15/68
Attn: SAA JOHN SHANLEY, #23.

FROM :SX"F,J. SANDIN

SUBJECT: MURKIN

On 5/15/68 GERARD DOBR RAY, 8 8th Ave., Farmingdale,
N.Y., home tel 694-9540 was contacted at his pa2dce of
employment, Grurman Aircraft Engineering Co., Bethpage, N.Y.
He stated he was born on 7/8/27, Los Angeles, Malifornia
and has been employed by Boeing Alrcraft, Seattle, Washington
for 17 years and is still employed by that company assigned
to Grumman, He owns his home at 327 First Ave. E., Pacific,
Washington. He is married to BARBARA JEAN RAY, age 32, who
is a subscriber to a ladies magazine thourgh the Wilshire
Book Co,. Lynbrook, N.Y. RAY, based on observation and
interview, ‘is white, male, 6!2", 215 1bs, brown hair,
hazel eyes, large build, wears g2idsses., From observation
it was determined that he is not identical with JAMES .EARL
RAY. He fux was shown the photo of JAMES EARL RAY and stated
that the subject is not known by him and is not related in
anyway. He could furnish no information concerning subject.

| \7;@

0
¥

- [609-57/

SEARCHED. nuvnsssyp ANDEXED 10 gove)

;lIHi l() | )
rol=—=NEW YORA

l

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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,’" ?31 NEW YORK ‘ 6
,,df \
RAg
FBI PITTSBGH
959AM URGENT $/16/68 RLC
\
TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) -
NEW YORK . !

i 1

FROM PITTSBURGH (44-578)3P

MURKIN .

RE ATLANTA TELETYPE T0 THE BUREAU DATED MAY NINE SIXTYEIGHT
AND SAVANNAK TELETYPE TO THE BUREAU DATED MAY TVELVE SIXTYEIGHT.
' ALIAS JOHN WILLARD. \ -
FOR INFORMATION NEW YORK ATLANTA ADVISED RECORDS OF
COOWTOWNER MOTOR INWOATLAVTA, REFLECT JOHN 0. WILLARD
WITHEROW ROAD» SEWICKLEY, PA., REPRESENTING V. W. NORTON AND

' COMPANY, INC., WAS REGISTERED IN THE MOTEL IN ROOM FOUR ONE ONE
oN Appnbxmm'zz. WILLARD, WHO IS ONLY PERSON BY
THAT NAME REGISTERED IN MOTEL FROM MARCH SIXTYEIGHT, WNTIL
APRIL, SIXTYEIGHT, "WAS DRIVING CHEVROLET BEARING NEW YORK |
LICENSE THREE EIGHT THREE-TWO - ¥ X. |

ON MAY TWELVE LAST, SAVANNAH ADVISED EXPAVDED AIRLINE
CHECK REVEALED DELTA AIRLINES RECORDS INDICATE A JOHN WILLARD
¥ ADE RESERVATION ON EAL APRIL ELEVEN LAST, CHANGED HT> AYD

FLEW APRIL TEN LAST ON EAL aND RETURNED ATLANTA APRIL FIFTEEN 757

END OF PAGE ONE ‘ '| seaRcHED INOEXED
smwzm‘ﬂﬁmﬁ'ﬂ—

¢ N | e S .
[] ‘ g 2. /2
N d
' ' i N R ' ! Y ~~’-:!':‘E“:—‘::{f;§-x)
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‘PAGE TWO
PG 44-578
4! ‘

LAST ON DAL FLIGHT NUMBER TWENTY. LEFT CONTACT NUMBERS MIAMI
FOUR FOUR EIGHT DASH ZERO TWO SEVEN SIX AND SAVANNAH TWO THREE
THREE DASH FIVE THREE ONE, ROOM FIVE TWO ONE. LATTER NUMBER IS

| SAVANNAH DOWNTOWNER MOTEL. AT WHICH INQUIRY DEVELOPED JOHN O.
WILLARD, WITHEROW ROAD, SEWICKLEY, PA., REPRESENTING W. W.
_NORTON, COMPANY, DRIVING CHEVROLET CAR NEW YORK LICENSE THREE
EIGHT THREE TWO W X, CHECKED INTO ROOM FOUR TWO ONE ON MARCH
TWENTYSIX LAST AVD OUT MARCH TWENTYEIGHT LAST. CHECKED IN
AGAIN INTO ROOM szds'rwo ONE SAME BACKGROUND INFORMATION, WITH
A'BARRY,E- BEAL, SEVEN ONE ZERO N. W. fobaraswrg AVENUE,
GAINSVILLE, FLORIDA, ON MARCH TWENTYNINE LAST AND OUT ON MARCH
THIRTYONE LAST. . ‘

INVESTIGATION AT SEWICKLEY, PA., ON MAY TEN TO MAY

TWELVE LAST, DEVELOPS ONE LOUIS WILLARD, JR., RESIDING ON
WITHEROW ROAD. ATTEMPTS T0 CONTACT NEGATIVE. CREDIT CHECK
REFLECTS JOHN 0. WILLARD, WITHEROW ROAD, EMPLOYED BY W. W.
NORTON AND U. CO., INC.» FIVE FIVE FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, AS
A COLLEGE TRAVELER.

‘ ‘ ' 0
END OF PAGE Tyol ) /k&ﬂ§<;’6%»/\
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'PAGE THREE

PG 44-578

NEW YORK» AT W. W. NORTON AND U. CO., INC., DETERMINE
" WHETHER OR NOT IDENTICAL WITH RAY. IF UNABLE TO ELIMINATE
DETERMINE PRESENT, WHEREABOUTS AND SET OUT LEADS TO INTERVIEW.
PITTSBURGH, AT §swxckLzY, PA.» WILL .CONTINUE EFFORTS T0
LOCATE LOUIS WILLARD, JRe :
ARMED AND DANGEROUS. . o
' AIRMAIL COPIES SENT MEMPHIS, SAVANNAH AND ATLANTA. P
END
JLW
FBI NEW YORK

P
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FBI NEW YORK ‘
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|
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FBI PITISBGH
9598 URGENT 5716768 RLC

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) .
" NE¥ YORK |
FROM PITTSBURGH ¢44-578>3P

MURKIN . | )
- !

RE ATLANTA TELETYPE T0 THE BUREAU DATED MAY NINE SIXTYEIGHT

AND SAVANNAH TELETYPE TO THE BUREAU DATED MAY TWELVE SIXTYEIGHT.

.

' ALIAS JOHN WILLARD. |

FOR INFORWATION NEW YORK ATLAVTA ADUISED RECORDS OF
DOLNTOLNER HOTOR INN» ATLANTA» REFLECT JOKN e WILLAHD
UITHEROW HOAD, SEWICKLEY> PAe, REPRESENTING We Se NORTON AVD
COMPANY, INC., ¥AS REGISTERED Iy THE MOTEL IN KOOM FOUR ONE ONE
ON APPROXIMATELY ELEVEY LAST. WILLARD, WHO IS ONLY PEMSON BY
THAT NAME REGISTERED IN MOTEL FROM MARCH SIXTYEIGHT, UNTIL
APRILs . SIXTYEIGHT, YAS DRIVING CHEVROLET BEARING NEU YORK
LIGENSE THREE EIGHT THREE Tid = i Xo

"ON MAY TWELVE LAST> SAVANNAH ADVISED EXPANDED AIRLINE -
CHECK REVEALED DELTA AIRLINES KECORDS INDICATE A JOHY 4ILLARD
MADE RESERVATION ON EAL APHIL ELEVEN LAST» CHAVGED FLLGHTs AND-
FLEU APRIL TEN LAST ON EAL AND RETURNED ATLANTA APRIL W’

H09-570

END OF PAGE ONE . ‘ SEARCHED' INDEXED
a , ‘ SERIALIZED 27 HED L D
- MAY 1610
: FBI-NEVSV :‘1‘65m§

‘ l;@ic
{ i —_— L J
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PAGE TLO
PG 44-578

LAST ON DAL FLIGHT NUMBEK TWENTYe LEFT CONTACT NUMBERS M1AMI
FOUR FOUR EIGHT DASH ZERO T«0 SEVEN SIX AND SAVANNAH TW0 THREE
THREE DASH pzv% THREE ONE» noomivas TKO ONEe LATTER NUMBER IS
SAVANNAH DOUNTOLNER MOTEL. AT wHICH INQUIRY DEVELOPED Joéx Ds
WILLARD, WITHEROY ROAD» SEWICKLEY» Pa-:.REPHéSENTING Ue o
NORTON» COMPANY» DRIVING CHEVROLET CAR NEU YORK LICEVSE THREE
EIGHT THREE T\0 & X» CHECKED INTO R00M FOUR T4O ONE ON MARCH
ThENTYSIX‘LAST‘AND OUT MARCH TUENTYEIGHT LAST. CHECKED IN
AGAIN INTO ROOM FIVE TWO ONE SAME BACKGKOUND INFORMATION, WITH
A BARRY L. BEAL, SEVEN ONE ZERO Ne ¥ FOURTEENTH AVENUE»
GAINSVILLE, FLORIDA» ON MARCH TuwENTYNINE LAST AND OUT ON MARCH
THIRTYONE LAST o * |
INVESTIGATION AT SEWICKLEY» PAe» ON MAY TEN TO MAY
TUELVE LAST, DEVELOPS ONE LOUIS WILLARDs JRe» RESIDING ON
WITHEROW ROAD. ATTEMPTS 10 CONTACT NEGATIVE. CREDIT CHECK
REFLECTS JOHN Os WILLARD, WITHEROW KOADs EMFLOYED BY Ue W.
NORTON AND Ue COe» INGe» FIVE FIVE FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK» AS

¥

A COLLEGE TRAVELER.

t

END OF PAGE Ti0
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PAGE THREE
PG 44-578. C
NEU YORKs AT e ue NORTON AND Us GOe» INCes DETERMINE
WHETHER OR NOT IDENTICAL HITH RAYs IF LNABLE T0 ELIMINATE
DETERMINE PRESENT «HEREABOUTS AVD SET OUT LEADS TO INTERVIEU.
PITTSBURGHs AT SEWICKLEYs PAes #ILL CONTINUE EFFORTS T0
LOCATE LOUIS WILLARD, JRe ’
ARMED AND DANGEKOUSs N
ALRMAIL COPIES SENT MEMPHIS, SAVANNAH AND ATLANTAs P
END
JLy
FBI NEW YORK | .
p
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?
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» FD-350 (Rev, 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipplng in Space Below)

B

The Real Llfe and Times of ]ames Ray

Dusk was falling on the eastern Mis-
souri woads, and the only light in the re-
‘note shack was the square glow of a TV
set. An obscure figure emerged from the
darkness and peered out through the dirty
storm door. Suddenly he was frantic, ges-
turing menacingly, and bellowing curses
of rage and fear. He vanished, but an in-
stant later he was back and a silver-
plated .38-caliber pistol was pointing at
my chest.

‘““Get the hell outa here or I'll use

‘this!” The voice, I'm convinced, belonged

to 2 man who was supposed to be dead.

It took that frightening moment to fill
the last gap in the puzzle. Newspapers and

magazines were telling the world that this *

man of many names died years ago. Yet
there he was in front of me—a desperate,
wrinkled, old man manifesting the sense-

This article, by staff writer Daniel
Gr&ene, is based on his on-the-scene
reppriing in the Midwest and in
Waghington, D.C.

less violence that seems to be second na-
ture to most of his family. Behind the gun,
too, was the personified answer to the

,hasic question that had lured me to the

Mississippi River country of Missouri and
Illinois: I wanted to know how Jimmy Ray

.had grown up to become the most wanted

fugitive in the world—and I was looking
at his father.

Matched Fingerprints

One of the biggest manhunts in history
focused on James Earl Ray three weeks
ago when the FBI matched his finger-
prints with prints found during the investi-
gation of the murder of the Rev. Mar-

- tin Luther King, Jr., in Memphis on April

4, The Federal Government charges that
James Ray, who used the name Eric
Starvo Galt and other aliases, conspired
t¢ violate Dr. King’s civil rights. There

'i§ no Federal law against murder, but

Tennessee authorities have issued a state
:rllurder warrant for the fugitive.

| For 40 years, Jimmy Ray was a luck-
ss cipher. For the past three weeks, he
hs been a notorious mystery man—the
nigmatic subject of endless theories and
prijectures: If he did shoot Dr. King, was
e hired to do it—or was he driven by ra-
al bigotry? If there was an elaborate as-
hssination plot, was he the triggerman—
the unwitting fall guy? Did he escape

oo

poon o
\e3

g-caconspirators? R

it of the country—or was he himself slain

I Investlgators soon leamed that piecing )
<together Ray’s backgrodnd was almost as
¢difficult as findikg him. The few records
;Shat could he found provided a sketchy
-outline of an inveterate loser from a root-
i less, impoverished family of losers who
i used various names, seldom had their pic-
Jtures taken (except those who got ar-
i rested), and made few. friends. Conse-
&quently, ever sincp the FBI released pic-
'tures of Ray, togéther ‘with. scanty bio-
: graphical data culled from prison files,
T'more contradictory and inaccurate re-
. ports have been circulated about him than
t about anybody since Lee Harvey Oswald.

< The Long Search
; An effort to sort out the tangled -
threads -has led me hundreds of miles up
+ and down both sides of the central Missis- :
sippi valley, through public records and !
' old newspaper files, into conversation with |
scores of people Who have known the Rays
~and a few kinsfolk. And in the end, t]

, search led to a lom;w"ecret.

The tracer of Jimmy Ray’s early I
encounters ironies all along the trall, be-
ginning in Alton, Iil.,, where he was born;
March 10, 1928, Alton is a blue-collar city'
of ahout 47,000 in the heavily ladustrial-.
- 1zed area spreading out from St. Louis on

both sides of the Mississippi. The city is |
known to historians as the site of the'last |
Lincoln-Douglas debate and as the place
where Elijah P. Lovejoy, the crusading
preacher and newspaper publisher, was |
killed in 1837 by a mob Incensed by his
outspoken stand for the abolition of slav-
ery. Now, 131 years after Lovejoy’s !
death, a native of Alton has linked the
city, indirectly, to the murder of another i
renowned campaigner for racial equality.

Just about everybody in Alton and
other places where the fugitive lived as a
boy and young man now knows the name
James Earl Ray. Pictures of him are on
posters in every police station and post of- (

fice. Local newspapers have been printing
every scrap of information they can dig up {’
about the suspect and his family—much of
it inaccurate. Yet few Altonians actually
. remember any of the Rays. The rundown,
» two-story house on West 9th Street, where .
i the parents lived when James was born, is
now occupied by two Negro families, one
on each floor. None of their neighbors was '
ﬁ'vmg“ﬂrthe block in the 1920s.

e T
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* - Few=jtten in Alton

It is not surprising that the family was
forgotten in Alton. The year after James
Earl, the first of nine children, was born,
his parents moved north. The family as a
whole never again made Alton its home.
After the marriage broke up and her hus-
band disappeared, however, Lucille Ray
and some of the kids lived there at various

times. Mrs. Ray, who died in 1961, is buried '

in St. Patrick’s Cemetery on the outskirts
of town; the name on the little granite
marker' is Lucille Mary Ryan. (Ryan is

one of several names members of the fam- -

ily assumed over the years.)

Lucille’s Irish Catholic roots were in
Alton. Her mother, Mrs. Mary Maher, and
her| aunt, Sadie Fitzsimmons, spent most
of their lives there, Miss Fitzsimmons,
still remembered by some townspeople as
Aunt Sadie, was a respected resident who
ranl a small cleaning establishment on
Broadway for many years, and in later
life'was an active precinet worker in local
election campaigns. Roy Geltz, who is still
ap Alton alderman, remembers that she
cinvassed hard for him.

Aunt Sadie died the year after Lucille,

Mrs. Maher the following year. The
only member of the family still living in
Alton is William Maher, Lucllle’s younger
brother. Mr. Maher is a large, ruddy-faced
man of 51 who works as a painting con-
tractor. He has been bothered so much by
reporters since his relationship to the sus-
pected killer was disclosed that he usually
refuses to answer questions about his late

sister’s family. But during a leisurely con- .

versation one afternoon, in the tastefully
furnished living room of the modest bun-
galow he shares with his wife, Mr. Maher
revealed a lot about the relatives he would
just as soon forget.

‘Sideburns and Muscles’

Bill Maher was 9 when his sister mar-
ried James Ray in 1926. She was 17; Ray
was a 25-year-old, unschooled rake who
had moved from Quincy, Ill., to live with
his mother a few doors from the Mahers.
“Ilguess he just bowled her over with
thaose Valentino sideburns and muscles,”
rerninisces Mr. Maher. He remembers
taat Ray did not work, was probably being

.

B o
| supported by his father (who was reported
to be operating a speakeasy in Quincy),
and drove his own car. Ray also enjoyed
, something of a reputation as a fist-fighter,
j Mr. Maher recalls.

~ The cbuple was married by a justie
of the pesce in Edwardsville, not far from
Alton. That may have been the biggest
mistake of Lucille’s life. For from then on,
the history of the Ray family is a sordid
chronicle of poverty, wretchedness, alco-
holism, and crime.

The Rays were a fepression family—in
some ways typical of the -countless poor
rural families forced to grub for survival
in those lean years. But this clan sagged
under an extra burden: THe head of the
household apparently had a lifelong aver-
sion to gainful employment. Nobody can
remember the man ever holding down a

regular job. *‘He didn’t have any skills,”"
Mr. Maher says. ‘“When he did work, it
was as a sharecropper or section hand or

something.” |

, moved to Quincy, about 115 miles upriver. ,
But by the time the boy started school in
1935, they were living in Ewing, some 30

miles away on the other side of the river ; -

in Missouri. By this time, too, they had
a different name. Ewing folks knew them :
“as the Rayns family (spelied ‘‘Raynes’
in some records). Two years after coming
‘to Bwing, their second child, Marjorie,
was burned to death while playing with
matches. -

*  Ewing 1s one of those sleepy little
‘ crossroads you drive past without even no- '
ticing. The sign on Route 6 says ‘‘Pop.
324”—but on a typical spring afternoon
you can drive around the dusty streets for
" an hour and not see more than a dozen na-
‘ tives. The gloomy maroon train station on
. the edge of town has long been vacant and
_some sections of the rusty tracks are
nearly hidden by weeds. Except for two
grocery stores, a barber shop, two feed
‘ stores, and a post office, the business sec-
tion consists of a few rows of boarded-up
;shells.

In the memories of long-time residents,
the Raynses of Ewing were dirt poor, like
most others at that time, and generally in-
conspicuous. They didn’t mix much. They
lived in a log house on a winding dirt road
2 mile or so outside town. The farmhouse, °
on land owned by Mary Maher, burned
.down—some say while the Raynses were :
living in it, others say shortly after they .
.moved. '
i Today you can’t even find a trace of the
foundation under the tangled lespedeza t
!and sweet clover blanketing the property. !
\In the rolling woodland beyond the home .
isite, Jimmy Rayns, his brothers, ar];d their |
-friends %ged to romp, pick blackberries, .

‘hifRt, and fish for catfish. S

,i in the woods for firewood, he’d pull off |

Mr. and Mrs. Ray, with their baby boy, }' piece of the house and put it in the stove

A recent magazine arficle depicted the™
Rayns family of Ewing as a starvp?ﬁé‘ﬁmd
of untouchables, and Jimmy as a mean,
unmanageable bully who was always get-
ting in fights to compensate for his failings
in the classroom. These descriptions are
far from the truth, according to people
Who remember the family. ‘“They were
poor all right,” acknowledges Carlisle
Washburn, . who went to school with
Jimmy and is now the Ewing postmaster.
“But so was everybody else around here.
They just seemed more shiftless than the
others; they didn’'t seem to care.”

Burning the House, Bit by Bit

The Peacock family were the Raynses’
closest neighbors, and Charlie Peacock
was one of Jimmy’s best buddies. Mr.
Peacock, now a 39-year-old metal worker
in a2 Quincy plant, has retained childhood
memories of the old Rayns place: “The
mister was always home when I'd go
around there to play. Instead of going 0

When they had taken all they could fro
one room, they’d start on another. The
tore most of the house down that way.”

Charles Peacock remembers Mrs.
Rayns as a tired, hard-working housewife
who did the best she could. Her only
‘“weakness” in those days, as he recalls,
was her proclivity to catch a smoke when
she thought nobody was watching. Hardly
anybody around Ewing ate well in the
1930s, but Mrs. Rayns always managed to
scrape up something--typically a pot of
navy beans seasoned with beef suet and
onions and served with cornbread.

The elder Rayns never struck anybody
as particularly energetic, but he did teach
his boys how to take care of themselves.
“He taught them rough,”” Mr. Peacock |
says. “He’d spar with them, and talk to
them like they were grownups.”

Jimmy was an apt pupil; he and Char-
lie probably did more than their share of
scrapping. Yet teachers who were at the
Ewing public school when Jimmy was a |
student do not remember him as any fiore ™
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bellicose than a lot of other spunky farm
kids. ‘‘Oh, he got into things,” says Miss
Ina Kitson, who has been teaching ,in
Lewis County for 43 years. “He was re-
served, but I didn’t see anything slow
about Jimmy. I got along pretty well with
all the little meanies.” :

Like many other things about Jimmy’s.
youth, though, his school record is confus-,
ing. On one side of his achievement card is:
a section for ‘“‘Character Traits,” divided
into grade columns. Curiously, only two of
the columns are filled in, for the second
and eighth grades, though he completed
eight grades. The notations are not flatter-.
ing. In both grades, he scored badly in
Honesty (‘“‘needs watching’’), Attitude To-
ward School Regulations, Appearance:
(“repulsive”), and Courtesy. Only his'
Emotional Stability impressed his judges,
who characterized him as ‘“quiet.”

'The other side of the card tells a differ-
ent story. After repeating the first grade,
Jimmy did at least satisfactory work, and
often much better, until the eighth grade.
From the fourth through the seventh
grades (he skipped one to make up for
the first-grade failure), his record shows
an: abundance of Es (Excellent) and Ss

§(Superior). But the file card also shows a:
‘deplorable attendance record. !

'j I“Tended to Resent Authority’

The record stops after the eighth
grade, which Jimmy passed conditionally.
Comments Virgil O. Graves, one of Jim-
my’s teachers who is now a social-science
instructor in Philadelphia, Mo.: “To the
middle of the eighth grade, he was an av-;
erage student. He tended to resent author-
ity, like most boys of that age. But I never
had any trouble with him. He was just llke
a lot of kids who can—but just never get
around to doing it.” )

Neither Mr. Graves nor his wife knew
the boy’s parents very well, but they do
recall one episode that left them with fond -
memories of Mrs. Rayns. Jimmy’s leg
was broken in a ball game i the school
yard one day, and Mrs. Graves, a substi-
tute teacher, drove the lad and his mother
to;a doctor’s office in Quincy. She also
togk them to town for the subsequent.

. checkups. Mrs. Graves knew Mrs. Rayns

had no money to reimbpurse her for the ex-:
pepses, and didn’t expect any payment.|
Byt some weeks later Mrs. Rayns came
the Graves’ home and presented them
plump frying chickens she had

v

Even before quitting--seior, Jimmy'sl
mind was probably wandering far from
arithmetic and spelling. On week ends and
summer vacations he would sometimes go
to Quincy to visit his Uncle Earl, Earl Ray
had always been well known in the rough-
er parts of Quincy, especially to the po-
lice. His adult arrest record started in'
1020, and is crammed with -charges for ev-
erything from rape to assauit with intent !
to Kill. In 1948 he was sent to prison for
throwing acid in his wife’s face.

The sudden departure of the family.
from Ewing, in 1943 or 1944, closed the
least eventful, and last respectable, chap-
ter of the Ray-Rayns history. Their move-
ments for the next, few years are un-
certain. But by the tifne they returned to - '
Quincy, some time after the war, the clan :
was in hopeless disarray. The picture that
emerges from records and conversations
in Quincy bears little resemblance to the
quiet family Ewing residents describe.

Jimmy, after living In Alton with his
grandmother for a while, had joined the
Army. Brothers John and Gerald were
gaining reputations as juvcnile delin-
quents. Melba, eldest of the three remain-
ing girls, was becoming a mental case.
Both parents were drinking heavily, work
ing as little as possible, and usually letting
their kids run wild. They lived in the slea-
ziest sections of town, most of the time in
a two-story, red-brick house on Spring
Street in a neighborhood crawling with
vice. They were also going by another
name: Ryan. .

When things couldn’t get worse, the fa-'
ther finally took a bold step: He deserted,
leaving his spouse and the seven kids,

who remained at home to fend for them- 1{
selves. Where he went, nobody seemed t0 |
know. Eventually, he was presumed dead.
Most of the biographical accounts
published since the FBI put the finger on .
James Earl Ray have indicated that the !
elder Ray-Rayns-Ryan probably died in |
the early 1950s, |

The family’s final disruption Is chron-
icled in the closed files of juvenile court
in Quincy. In 1954, the three youngest chil-
dren—Franklin, Susan, and Max—were
put in the Catholic Children’s Home in-
Alton. The other two girls, Melba and
Carol, were placed in foster homes. In the -
early 1950s, all three elder boys were in-
volved in criminal careers that would lead
to prison.

Grandmother Maher was especially dis-
appointed when Jimmy became a crook.
When he had lived with her as a teen-ager
after leaving home, he had seemed to be
on the right path. He got a job in a shoe

factory and built up a $1,100 savings ac-.

count. In a statement she gave the assis-
tant state’s attorney after Jimmy was
charged with burglary several years later,

Mrs. Maher described her grandson dur-i
! ipe~hsTnost productive period:

‘““He worked with a man in the tannery '
from Germany, and learned thestrwd® ot
dying leather. . . . Never went out, never
runned around. As far as girls, he was
backward. He was bashful with girls. No
pals of men either. Just stayed home.” .
Further in the statement she added: ‘‘He’s
quiet and easy. Always comes in with a
smile on his face. He don’t smoke.”

William Maher saw a lot of his oldest
nephew during the lad’s Alton residence
too. Sometimes the two of them would go
to St. Louis to watch the old Browns play.
‘“He loved baseball, just like any other
boy,” Mr. Maher says. ‘“‘He used to go
down to the neighborhood field and play
baseball with the other boys; he was a
pretty good shortstop. But you’d never see
him hanging around on the corner with
any of them.”

This period of industry and promise
came to an end, however, when Jimmy
Joined the Army in 1946. Stationed in Ger-
many most of his tour, he never climbed
above private first class, did a stint at .
hard labor for drunkenness and resisting [
arrest, and was ultimately handed a gen- !
eral discharge in 1948 because of ““inept-
ness and lack of adaptability to military
service.”

A civilian again, James Ray promptly )
embarked on an aimless career of mala-i
droit lawbreaking. He was a gutsy crook |
who could be as elusive as an eel whe
cornered. |

Arrest in Los Angeles |

Caught In 1949 trying to steal a
typewriter from a Los Angeles cafeteria,
he wrestled away from two men to make
his getaway—only to drop his discharge
papers in the process. Four days later he

\ was spotted by one of the men, caught,

tried for second-degree burglary, and sen-

tenced to 90 days in jail and two years pro-
bation. That was followed by arrests for|
vagrancy in Iowa and for driving a car!
into Alton without a driver’s permit. (Wil-!
liam Maher paid the fine and drove che |
car to the edge of town for him.) In May "
1952 Ray held up a Chicago cab driver, but
wasg cornered in an alley and shot by a po- !
liceman when he tried to get away. After{
two years in prison, he returned to the .

Mississippi River towns of his youth to try v e

his luck in more familiar terrifory.

By then, the Alton cops knew James!
Ray. To William H. Petersen, who is now
the Alton police chief, he was just a two-
bit “‘dirty-neck’” who didn’t know how to{
be honest or tell the truth. Ray has
changed a lot in appearance since Chief !
Petersen last interrogated him in thel
early 1950s, but the chief says he still.

. remembers the fugitive’s protruding left

ear (‘“‘one of those that flap in the wind’")
and long nose (‘“like some of the car-

- icHtures of LBJ or Bob Hope’), === |
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5/16/68
. PLATN TEXT , /
AIRTEL
TO: SAC, MEMPHIS
FROM S SAC, NEW YORK (44-1609)
SUBJECT: MURKIN -
CIVIL RIGHTS
(00: MEMPHIS) W’Q
Y4
, )
Alias JOHN WILIARD, - /
Re Pittsburch teletype to the Durecau dated
5/16/68.

JOHN B, NEIL, Vice President of W, Norton & Company,
Inc.y 55 PAfth Avenue, NYC, advised JOHN 0O, WILLARD,
DOB~5/8/39, was emsloyed by this company ag a colleze
traveler on 12/12/66, As guch WILIARD calls upon college
teachers in an attempt to sell the company!s textbtooks,
WILLARD graduated from Phillips Academy in 195&&11:1 recoived
s MA in Musice History and Literature, in 1666 from the
University of Pittsburgh, "

HWILIARD's itinerary for Jenuary - May, 1968,
indicates he intended staying at the Downtowmer Motel,
Atlanta, Georgla, 4/4-15/68 at which time he would bte
visiting Agnes Scott College, Atlanta University, lorris
Brovm College, Horchouse College, Clark Collepe,
Oglethorpae College and De XKalb College.

New York conducting no further ,mvcstigat:ion

regarding WILIARD, |
SUBJECT RAY SHOULD FE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS..
i- Pitioburen INFo) y// J509-57 7

1~ Savanneh (INFO T
~~)iAtlanta (iﬂm)) : :SSEgﬁszD
Gl e York 6}@;; Wy §
sJnr / D
,izr,/ FILE

1- SUPV,; #23
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5/17/68
FLAIN TEXT .
AIRTEL
T0: SAC, MEMPHIS (ki-1987)
FROM3 SAC, NEW YORK (4/4-1609) \
SUBJECT ¢ KURKIN J
CIVIL RIGHTS .
(00: MEMPHIS) |
Res Guests at Provincial Motel, New Orleans, :
Louisiana, . ‘\fz;7
Re San Diego airtel to New Yorkidatedr-Aﬂm°“kJZ

5/13/68. /

Fnclosed herewith to Memphis are 15 copies of \“
on insert reflecting nepative contact with Chief Petty \
officer STEVE TULLER on 5/17/68.

SUBJECT RAY SHOULD PE CONSIDERED ARMED AND
DANGEROUS,
,.
Y |
\ ,1{11)* )
A

/ I ,;Fﬂr :x\,j” ‘5: 5
’Itﬂnf“ R ¢

£

SR T (@/6 ;

2~ liemphis (Encls, 15)

1
{5 ] o g
\ ‘

o,
ST I

='SUPV, #23

SERTALLEED etz

ﬁ’/
v Al — /
plb FILED
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NY 11.4-16*09 ,

The, following investigation was conducted by
SA JOHN F, SHANLEY:ion May 17, 1968: 3

Chief Corpsman STEVE TULLER, United States
Coast Guard, Coast Guard Supply Center, 3lst Street
and Third Avemue, Brooklyn, New York, advised he did
stay at a motel in New Orleans, Louisiana, about - .
December 18, 1967 with his wife DOROTHY, however, he
could recall neither the date nor the name of the
motel. He recalled only'that his room was adjacent
to the motelts swimming pool.

. The only thing Chief TULLER recalled about
the other guests at the motel was that the occupants
of the room next to his were an elderly couple.
gﬁgﬁgres of JAMES EARL RAY were unfamiliar to Chief

R. L
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FD-350 (Rev, 7-16-63)

llsomgtf unla;
or wiul flight to avoid confinement for robbery.
‘ long criminal record also includes convictions for burglary and

JAMES EARL RAY, alsolmownasEncStarvoGaﬂ,
Harvey Lowmyer, John Willard, James McBride,
James Walton, W. C. Herron and James O’Conner.

23, 1967, ﬁmﬂwwshterenlmum.

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

TTHE WSS EAGIE
. K

v S//5 168

Edition: 5//\5’/4 g Wﬁp

Author: ~—

Editor: %

23 Jk/za{% FB1"

or

(@
Classification: W’/é o /
Submitting Office: /{// #55]

D Being Inves,tigated

ISERIALIZED‘.... FILED (7
S o

\“";NEW YORK
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FD=850u(Rev. 7-16-63)

WANTED BY

B

-of bartending.

JAMES EARL RAY, also known as Eric Starvo Galt,
Harvey Lowmyer, John Willard, James McBride,
James Walton, W. C. Herron and James O’Conner.

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee, sought under the
alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of
civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is one of the FBI's
“Ten Most Wanted Fugitives.” FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover
ordered the special addition of Ray to the “Top Ten” list to i

insure
widespread dissemination of Ray’s photograph and description to |

speed his location. -

Ray has been intensively sought since the murder of Dr. King
on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the balcony of a Memphis, Ten-
nessee, motel. An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing
latent fingerprints uncovered in the Dr. King case against finger-
prints of over 53,000 persons on whom wanted notices were posted,
determined that Galt and Ray are identical.

A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April
17, 1968, charges Ray, under the alias of Galt; with conspiring to
interfere with a Constitutional Right of a citizen. Ray, who
escaped on April 23, 1967, from the Missouri State Penitentiary, is
also sought for unlawful flight to avoid confinement for robbery.
His long criminal record also includes convictions for burglary and
forging U.S. Postal Money Orders.

‘A white American, born in Alton, Illinois, on March 10, 1928,
Ray is 5’10"’ tall, weighs 163 to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and short
brown hair. He has a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and
his left ear protrudes noticeably. Known as a “loner” and
“drifter,” Ray has worked as a baker, laborer and color matcher.

THE FBI|

Hehastakendancmslmonsandcomplebedacourseataschool:

Consider Ray armed and extremely
formation concerning him to

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

Skl
Date: j //J{/ég’ > ’
Edition:{//f/ég /j.//,c/:/./
i
Title:

Character: —
or: 2 ;
Classification: /}/f/’ (507

Submitting Office: /0’/()

D Being Investigated

e FBI"

2 /; r ] 5
_SH_ 09 $77
SEARCHED.......... ... INDEXED, et fonn]

SERIALIZED,,

2

= 1

” i’i ” .
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 30

MAY 1062 EDITION )
GSA FPMR (& CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO :ofaA,/ %W (V/-/¢4?) DATE: f/&/)’
Mo Lot R PF 23
SUBJECT: W

/)/Z'/ww’z/‘ /° O%““%“W

e
7.
\de Y4 - (609 ST

\Uy’ MAY L £ 1968
/9 * FBI—NEW YORK

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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L@- New York (44-1609) (AM)

|7 2

5/17/68
PLAINTEXT
TELETYPE URGENT
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) AND SACS, ATLANTA (44-~2386)
MEMPHIS (44-1987)
MIAMI (44-1854)
FROM: SAC, CHICAGO (44-1114)

MURKIN,
RECGTEL MAY FOURTEEN AND MIAMI MAY FIFTEEN LAST,.

RE EASTERN FLIGHTS OUT OF ATLANTA APRIL FIVE THROUGH
APRIL TEN LAST.

INQUIRY BURGES8 VIBROCRAFTERS, INC. GRAYSLAKE, ILLINOIS,
REVEALED UAL IN ERROR AS UAL TICKET ENDING EIGHT TWO NINE
NOT ISSUED TO THAT COMPANY, RECONTACT WITH UAL DEVELOPED
TICKET ACTUALLY ISSUED TO ELRICK AND LAVIDGE, INC. CHICAD
IN SIXTY SIX,

CONTACT ABOVE COMPANY DEVELOPED TICKET USED BY CHARLES
PLOCAR WHO, AMONG OTHER CITIES, FLEW OUT OF ATLANTA APRIL
NINE LAST ON EAL FLIGHT TWO FOUR EIGHT. PLOCAR EMPLOYED
ABOVE FIRM SINCE EARLY SIXTY FIVE. BRELIMINATED., UAL CHECK
RE EAL FLIGHTSCONCLUDED.

AMCC NEW YORK AND MINNEAPOLIS,

ARMED AND DANGERQUS.

1 - Minneapolis (157-450) (AM)
RID: Jap (3) -
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FD-36 (Rev. $5-22.61) ' '
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|
{
|
|
I
|
FBI !
Date:  5/20/68 {
PLAIN TEXT '
Transmit the following in !
(Type in plaintext or code) :
Via TELETYPE URGENT [
' (Pnonty) )
P i A W W A i ee e, Bah B Tt B Tt Sk A, Jurig iy Wit ek P gl G gk finde "l e A gy s wwin Suve; - Aoyl g Wk e B W WA ks . 10:-«&.«--4&.- -
TO: SAC, MOBILE |
FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (44-1609)

MURKIN; CIVIL RIGHTS; 00: MEMPHIS

AT APPROXIMATELY NINE A.M. ON MAY TWENTY INSTANT,
MRS. CARMEN HINES, RONKONKOMA, NEW YORK, A SECRETARY
FOR NEWSDAY NEWSPAPER, WHILE DRIVING ON THE LONG ISLAND
'EXPRESSﬁAY IN THE VICINITY OF HOLBROOK, NEW YORK, OBSERVED
A BLUE. CONVERTIBLE AUTOMOBILE WITH A BEIGE TOP, YEAR AND
MAKE OF CAR NOT KNOWN, BEARING ALABAMA LICENSE PLATE
TWO FIVE bASH TWO ZERO ZERO FOUR EIGHT. THIS CAR WAS
DRIVEN BY A WHITE, MALE, WHO LOOKED LIKE JAMES EARL
RAY. THERE WERE NO OTHER OCCUPANTS IN THE CAR. MOBILE,
AT MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA WILL DETERMINE THE OWNER OF
ALABAMA LICENSE PLATE TWO FIVE DASH TWO ZERO ZERO FOUR EIGHT
AND CONDUCT FURTHER INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE IF THIS

CAR COULD HAVE BEEN DRIVEN BY RAY. ¢¢~ é 44~ ﬂ‘
Q7 New York (44-1609) gearcned,
Memphis g44-1987) (AM) (INFO) smauz;gﬁ::
1- Supv. # Indexed .___w
1- ADIC JOHN F. MALONE Filed {
T.01 3‘ ‘v
Approved: 1 ! Q Pl VA Sent

1] Special en{ #hcrge v / '
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