
JAMES EARL RAY 
FBI No. 405,942 G 
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY 

INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ROBBERY 
F.P.C.: 16 M 9 U 000 12 

M 4 W IOI 
Photographs on left taken 1960, other taken 1968 
DESCRIPT~ON 
AGE: 40, born I Alton, Illinois 
HEIGHT: 5' 10 EYES: blue 
WEIGHT: 163 to 174 pounds COMPLEXION: medium 
BUILD: medium RACE: white 
HAIR: ~rown, possibly cut short NATIONALITY: American 
OCCUPATIONS: baker, color matcher, laborer 
SCARS ANO MARKS: small scar on center of forehead and small scar on 

palm of right hand 
REMARKS: noticeably protruding left ear; reportedly is a lone wolf; 

allegedly attended dance instruction school; has reportedly 
completed course in bartending 
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JAMES EARL RAY 
FBI No. 405,942 G 
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY 

INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ROBBERY 
F.P.C.: 16 M 9 U 000 12 

M 4 W 10 I 
Photographs on left taken 1960, other taken 1968 

R~~~l!,!~ON I Alton, Illinois 
HEIGHT: 5' 10 EYES: blue 
WEIGHT: 163 to 174 pounds COMPLEXION: medium 
BUILD: medium RACE: white 
HAIR: ~rown, possibly cut short NATIONALITY: Amelican 
OCCUPATIONS: baker, color matcher, laborer 
SCARS AND MARKS: small scar on center of forehead and small scar on 

palm of right hand 
REMARKS: noticeably protruding left ear; reportedly is a lone wolf; 

allegedly attended dance instruction school; has reportedly 
completed course in bartending 
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FBI No. 405,942 G 
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JAMES EARL RAY 
FBI No. 405,942 G 
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY 

INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ROBBERY 
F.P.C.: 16 M 9 U 000 12 

M 4 W 10 I 
Photographs on left taken 1960, other taken 1968 
DESCRIPTIP"O~N~~ 
AGE: 40, bornr IAlton,lllinois 
HEIGHT: 5' JO" EYES: blue 
WEIGHT: 163 to 174 pounds COMPLEXION: medium 
BUILD: medium RACE: white 
HAIR: ~rown, possibly cut short NATIONALITY: American 
OCCUPATIONS: baker, color matcher, laborer 
SCARS AND MARKS: small scar on center of forehead and small scar on 

palm of right hand 
REMARKS: noticeably protruding left ear; reportedly is a lone wolf; 

allegedly attended dance instruction school; has reportedly 
completed course in bartending 

L/'/-310- IA (j) 
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JAMES EARL RAY 

FBI No. 405,942 G 
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JAMES EARL RAY 
FBI No. 405,942 G 
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY 

INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ROBBERY 
F.P.C.: 16 M 9 U 000 12 

M 4 W 10 I 
Photographs on left taken 1960, other taken 1968 
DESCRIPTc--lO~N~~ 
AGE: 40, bornl !Alton, Illinois 
HEIGHT: 5' 10" EYES: blue 
WEIGHT: 163 to 174 pounds COMPLEXION: medium 
BUILD: medium RACE: white 
HAIR: ~rown, possibly cut short NATIONALITY: American 
OCCUPATIONS: baker, color matcher, laborer 
SCARS AND MARKS: small scar on center of forehead and small scar on 

palm of right hand 
REMARKS: noticeably protruding left ear; reportedly is a lone wolf; 

allegedly attended dance instruction school; has reportedly 
completed course in bartending 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD•S40 (REV. 6°24°65) 

File Na~~-~1_---=-3--'--;-l-=-o-----,-...!.,L//}...,L.__@)_9, __ 

(ADDRESS OF CONTRIBUTOR) 

(CITY AND STATE) 

BJ---~+--:/-'--, IL[,,J/'---"--· ~<!sr~r'f-fL-'-ot....t-/;_,__1/ __ _ 
(NAME OF SPECIAL AGENT) 

To Be Returned □ Yes Receipt given □ Yes 

D No □ No 
Description: /J --:1 I . /J _ 

l,,vn-0'~7.U...LI M ~ 

&vr~ ,h.~ "t- ..£-n/l~ 

,~~ @~or-
cutL-J '7/ .,7 '/t f 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Lb 

/ 
/ 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD•340 (REV, 6-24-65) 

Fro, .. .__ _____________ _ 
(NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR) 

(ADDRESS OF CONTRIBUTOR) 

To Be Returned □ Yes 

l::tNb 
Receipt given □ Yes 

~ 
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F0-340 (REV. 6-24-65) 

_,:9 (ADDRESS OF O 
() ~- RIBUTOR) 

~/JF7Ji.)c(_ ..L ~ 

~

(CITY AND a-r:{ E) 

By .;;:,.,,,-5J ~_________: 
(NAME OF SP AGENT) 

Receipt given O Yes 
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Before we ask you any questions, you must understand 
your rights. 

You have the right to remain silent. 

Anything you say can be used against you in court. 

You have the right to talk to a lawyer for advice 
before we ask you any questions and to have him with you 
during questioning. 

If you cannot afford a lawyer, one will be appointed 
for you before any questioning if you wish. 

If you decide to answer qu,estions now without a. 
lawyer present, you will still have the right to stop answering 
at any time. You also have the right to stop answering at any 
time until you talk to a lawyer. 

WAIVER OF RIGHTS 

I have read·this statement of my rights and I 
understand what my rights are. I am willing·to make a 
statement and answer questions. I do not want a lawyer at 
this time. I understand and know what I am doing. No 
promises or threats have been made to me and no pressuDe 
or coercion of any kind has been used against me. 
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,ii:·.,· 

.c\, 

:~4 

.~'r'Ail:.BVRl!AU ()Ir . 

·~· ,.. · 41 -· itto _; ro;_® · 

;MISSOURI STATE HIGHWAY PATROL 
. C~lMINAl.. lOENTll"ICATIOPi! . · .. 

"' . ~;:::"..' ~ -.:· .: JEFFERSON CITY, MO. 

,,·. . ),._. .' . 

. The following is a transcript of the record/including t.he most recently reported data~ 
· B_u~au concerning OUf numb~f./~0738l~. . fBIH306443A .. · 

. ' '- .-, ,.' . . ~ ~ 

\ ,~ 1: 

FPC 

NAME AND NUMBER 

15 9 U OIO 
!1' 4 W .IOI 

CHARGE 

1J 
15 

DlSPOSlTION t ____ ...;,_,.,_ ___ -.!. _ __:_ ______ ..,,_ ______ ...,,_ ___________ _,_ ______ ..___ 

,.,, 

'S~/ ~ed1sJ~ tl~pids, Iowa. 

. . . . . 

,~~ ·'1hihit1~.c. Ill •. 

: ,. ·, 

80.:. $dW:!llI,"lbV:llle, lli~ 

Janes Earl Ray,, 
,f/B-.119908 

James Earl Ray, 
1139648 

. James F.;. ·aay, 
'/15937 

James Earl Ra;r. 
/17514 .. 

J a.mes Rc1i1, 
/!090696 

JMH\HS Ray, 
. 11131165 

'·, 

James E. Rq, 
/132419 

James E. Ray, 
#19121' 

James Earl Ray, 
#2640 

James E. Rey, 
#40714 

sus. ·459 fC 
(burglary) 

no operator' a 
lic1~se - no st.ate 
li.cen~e - no city 

,/ /-:license · 

·· $-6-52 · robbery (:run) 

6.. 13-52 . rq.bbcry 
,.,/.,,,., 

8-J bu~lar;r & laroeny 
// . . ,• 

3 .. 23-5y ·· inv. breakin~ & 
entering Post Offi 

8 mos. Co.,n .. ~; 
2 ,!,TS. 1:r-h f f'.Y:/."'"ff 

ls:t. 90 d$ ,n 
DJ.6 12-J0 .. £,9 · .•• 

·· (Cs 129tSt!) 

l-2 yrs., 
.'.3-12-54 . 

.ifta.te• iii,~hlfa,Y. ,Pl'trol James Earl Ray ,..3~2:3,!-55 .. •" rel .. to. f:o:-,t,;:~:; 1.rmp.,. · 
~'Maco~,~~, '_ t . : .. r:' t;r . .i}l2u:t;:~ .... 55 

. ,. . . •P.r.presents ~ota:ir,,,. u11slipp0rted by !mgen,rlntt. . . 

F41r.t-ompleti.on of om- rtlCOrds, plcrust: supply dispositions to this Bu~au in nny of th~ forei;oil'll? ·~ where t.he;y do bot eppt:~f. 
r... ,_.; ,~ ~ i 
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S!IT;i1:r11: -al.lftEAu o,, 
,Cftlt.,INAL l~Tll"ICATION 

'MISSOURI STATE .HIGHWAY.PATROL· 

JEFFERSON CITY, MO. 

The following is a transcript of the record, including the most recently reported data. as shown in the files of .th1~ 

fur,au concerning our number ~P7J:8f FBI#J06UJA ,.i 

'' ,.t,age 2 A 
==================::;:=====;========::;.===:::::::=.:=:== 

ARRESTED OR I 
RECEIVED NAME AND NUMBER CHARGE 

~ ..... · .a..;..,;_ ______ !-_________ ,....:i------;.------------;.----,--------, 

Ja.'nes Earl Ray, 
#12018 

Jam.es Earl, Ra.y, 
#29637 

James Earl Ray, 
#81071 . 

. Jam1is Earl.. Ray 

.,.#81071 
~ .4, 

3-28-55 forgery US postal 
i;oney order 

3-28~55 forgery governme.~t 
·,,/',..,,_,,;;.~ 

su.s. robbery & 
stealing & fugitive 

·· other &uthoritie15 

•Repreaen1a nota'.l<:ms unsu111)1lrted by finae111rinte, 
•• ' -~. ,I > ~ ' 

• Fi;1t.:.:ximpletl("1 ot our 'tr4)tds, plealfll suppl)' dhipositioDs to tbia BureJu in an'y of the. fotegolllll cases wlle~e they do not a.tJp,ear. 
:>~-'' ,,_,;-<;<{, ·: ~~·, ;, >i,,, t~ ~ C ,, ... p POl'tM NO~ 104 ·: . ' , , {,-, ·~-· ''" ~ , . ··~· . 

• J;,.,_ 
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*' ·,~. ·~·····;,' 

STATit BUREAU Oil' 
CRIMINAL. IOlltNTll'ICATIOH 

MISSOURI STATE HIGHWAY PATROL 
. ' '·~ ' 

JEff'ERSON CITY, MO. 

<Tb, following is a transcript of the record, i1:1cludir.ig the most recently reported data, as shown in the files of th,s 
Bu,renu concerning our number. 

·.!07l87 ··.. FBI#J064l..3A 

C,ONTRlBUTOll OF 
lfF1:NGERPRINT8 NAME AND NUMBER CHARGE I:>ISPQSITIO!'i , ARHESTED OR I 

,/'llECEIVED 
',,'1 '·',<·"'~~--"----.-·-•""." .... , ....., _____ ....., ___ ..,......_ ____ ....;....,...;---------..._---·-·----

/,,,., 

/"' 
/ 

1950 CJ Los' Angeles, Calif., 0 days fo:r burg. 
1950 ·Crip"Crt., Los, Angeles, al.if., 2 yrs. prob. 'fo:r bttr,g .. 

WANT:¢{ 'James Earl~! Ray, Mi.se url Item #1540, 3-2. 55 
Cha go: passing st len money orders 
N v:if'yt Post Of fie · Inspecto , Kar.sas City, Mo. 
'.ANC:·J-24-55 AUT!f Post 0.ffJ ce Inspector, K~i., City, Mt) .. 

WANTED:. James Earl Ray 
Charge: al'!lled robb ry 
Notify: FD, ,Alton, Ill •. 
(Information receiv d lllinoi ·· Bulletin /1303, 9-1 9) 
CANC. in custody pe prt #810 , FD, St. Lo,x.ts 1 M ~ 10;.10-59. 

•R~prlll!ents .n'ota.'i.d'ml un!"ttpp,,ft~d by tlni;erprlnttl. 

~::~; cem,pletitm of out,r.ec<ltds, ple~t &Upply dispositions to this Bu.reau·in any of the foregoinl,! ca.sea wbere tbey dau<>t t!f>p,;:ir 
' '-;,/>;,i.. • . ',' ., • ',,.. ·,• ' ,, >' ·~· . . ,,. "'' ' i ·'. ' • ~ ' , ': ,, <:. • . • '. ' ' .. · • ' . 
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t.:::"'.. ....... 
DEPAftTRiiLENT or~ rUB:UC SAFETY 

:BUREAU Or- CRl1'-1iNAL INVESTIGATION 
IDEN'l'll?ICA'll'ION DIVISION 

STATE HOUSE DES MOINES, IOWA 

-o,,r J,.,i..,..es E . Permanent . Q;~•i·'ni ·cy Ill , 
N ,.,..,,_,, :.:,n,J', c,_,,, • · R s'd n ,,... ' • 

r&..nix.:.c, ...... 'l"~ .... ,. .................. ~ .................................................. e 1 e ce .................................................. · ............................. ~·············· 

ALIA .. "i •.•.•••••••••••••••••••••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ·, • • • • • '· • • • 

Place Arrested ..... l~!f:1:"'~?.r} ! . . .l;?.1i!'~: .................... . 

Date of Arrl!)st •• , •••• ~:-:-1:?.: ?.~ .... , .......... , ............ . 
Will you send photo? ... 1E?.E! •...• ; .... Married~R ....•....•. : 

· (Answer yes or. no) (Answer yes or no) 

;eJ1.f!-~~- White.~ .... Negro ..•...• Mex. .••..•. Ind ....... . 

By!•f,?.2;',\9.r.l . .'.r." .. :f!::. ~--~f:~.1:-; .9~: .. ~ ~ .. ~':. -~ ....... . 
,. . 

N th . t· alit American ame any o er na 10n y ...•.••...•••.•••••• ,· •••••••••••••• 

'""'1·•-hr,h~~· C'"~r«-,~ Vagrancy . - . 
V :..J. ~11,$!!,.'.i.&, J,},tll ;c,;t!:S. •••I.,_•••••••••• 1t • • •,• • • • • • • • •,.,. 11 • • •·•., • • • • • •" • 

(State specifically Nature of Crime) 

Names of Accmup.Ji.ces •••.•.•••.•• : • . , •.•.••.....•••.. : ••...••.•• 

. 22 
Date of Birth... . ..............• Age •.•••.•.•• 

- • (Day, Month'.& Year) - , 

Height .• ~(;t:~ ..... Weigh;.: .. ?-:~?.·:" ... Build'.'. ~~t°:n?-.f:r° 

Disposition of;' Case ..•..•• · ....••........................•.... 

. Brown .,. . ·.. •. i Biue · 
Color of Hair •..•...•.•.••..•.••.•• Color of Eyes •••••••••....• 

: .'; ' . 
C l 

. : Dark ·· 
0 

< ti Dark · .. 
omp exion ..... , ....... ;...... ccupa on .....••.• '. .••...... 

....................... ,,. ............................... ~ ................................. . · ' Sc 311 palm rt ht=tnd Marks, scats and tattoos .............. _ ........................ . 

• ••••••I .... If .. • .. • .. • ........ • .. • ... •• .. • • .............. • .. • • • • • • • • .... • • .... • • • • .. • .. .. ,1 \'} 

-:,.,. .............. tit ............................................................................................................................................................................................................. . 

·~;: ... .- .... ~·;, ..... ..,, ,.. ....... ·,. ................ : ~ ... · ..... -'.~··~ ...... ,. ... ,.~ ...... ,..· .. •.•••.• ;~~.";.·~"~. -~ ....... ~ ......... :-.: .......... ,: ... _: .... •·· .... ~ .......... · .......... ,.-. :~ ................ . 
. ·1~ ........ t ....... ~"' ................................................... ~.• ........... •·:-: ...................................... ,. .............. ' .............................. _ ................ .. 
.. x • • ., . . ' • . I -
\, .......... "", ........... " .................................... ♦ .................. _ •. ~ .. •'• ••••• -.... •·• ......... , ............. ,. .,., .............................................. , ................... . 

t ' • • • 
• • • .. ,. ..... • # • 'II ♦ •·.' •• '" .......... 0 ...... ~ • ................. , ..... • .............. \-'",. ~ •• ~- ~ ............... • ... •- " ....... ~ .......................................................................... .. 

't ................................................ ·~ ............................ \ ................... ~ ... -j~,.~•· ................................... 1 ................................................... : ............................ · ............ ~ .. ' 
' ' . ; . . . 

,: ..... ·'", .. ~ .• •••• "· ,_,,. • •· ... 'J. .. - ....... ~ .... ,I ................. : ,._ ........ , ..... ~ .•• ~ ~ .......................................................................................................... .. 

The State of Iowa requires that two sets of finger prints on this 
Form and two :,-x5 photographic prints of each subject be sent to 
the TJepartment .of Public Safety, Bureau of Criminal Investigation, 
State House., Des ::Wioines,. Iowa. i · 

•l 

l•'i.nger.prints should be placed in mail same·day as taken, the 
photos to' follow later when completed. Department Executives 
are requested to see thatthis rule is adhered to. 

@~(()l~HWEfmn~. 
lfD APR 2 0 1950 tJ;} 

IOWA BUREAU OF CRIMINAL 
fNVESTIGATION 

Classified by 

Checked by 

Searched by 
~. 

Filed by ' 
LEA VE THIS SP ACE BLANK l 

,,.,.,,,,,4!__.,gJk~-~----,..._;,-.......,;-. L~~~~ 
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No. 00416 

CRIMINAL 
Missouri State Penitentiary 
Received 3-17-1960 #00416 · 
St. Louis City, Missouri 

Classification 

1,{) 

John Ray (Brother) 
1918-Park Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 

' ··~•·'>.. 
. -:~...___ 

Crime: Operating a Motor Vehicle 
without the Permission of the 
Owner; Robbery First Degree by 
means of a Dangerous and Deadly 

Mary Maher (Grandmother) 

~•••• 20 year, 

.\ge 35 J-lt.5 1 11" Wt. 163 

He~. 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Marks and Scars: Clear 

_H~il.J)k. Brown Eyes Blue 

Nativity Ill. Occup. Baker 

1913 Hickory 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Jerry w. Ray (Brother) 
Wheeling, Illinois 

Comp. 

Build 
MediU!II 

Medium 

If located HOLD and wire Herold R. Swenson, Warden 

MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY, JEFFERSON CIT_.!, MISSOURI 
__ , ,.F. ;., , :.,..' ,, ,.'~'-;_'~---· ) ',.·.·;./~\:.,._,,,2_;;4m.~,CJ:_?ZIJ .. i&_tM 6$441.l§ff_ ·, . ·,. ", _.,,._·._. '.< 

1 
,.{ _'.•·'!:;{ ,,_ .... ,''.,, ::,<.,.,',' 

65101 
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t 
I 

1/t~~ ~,: - ~~~ . ~~~· 

' 

~' 4 ~ - 2)' t) (._; \~ \ 

t 

; RE: RAY, JAMES EARL -
HERRON, W. c. 

0 1CONNER, JAMES 
MC BRIDE, JAMES 
WALTON, JAMES 

WALYON, JAMES 
RAY, JIM 

1950 CJ Los Angeles-, Calif., 90 dqs for burg'. 

.l-92 330 
? 

j>BI - Jo644)& 

i-

1950 Crim Crt.,. Los Angeles, Cal.it., 2 yrs prob tor burg. 
WANI'ED: James EarlRay, Mo. Item #1540, 3•22-55 Charge: passing stolen money omera ~ 
Post Offiee Inspector, Kans City, Mo. CA'NC; 3--24..,,55 AUTH: Post Office Inspector,..._ 
City, Mo. 
WANTED: James Earl Bay Charge: armed robbery- Notify: PD, JJ.ton, ru. (Information ~"ftd 
Ill. Bulletin #303, 9-1-59) 
CANO. In custody per prt #81071, PD, St. Louis, Mo. 10-10-59 
(Notations from Mo. Rec) 

10...11-49 James F.arl Ra:y 
#B-119908 

1~11""'49 James Earl 
Ray #139648 

4-18->0 James E. Ray 
115937 

7-23-51 

PD., Los Angeles, Calif". SUS lt.59 PC 
{burglary} 

SO, Cedu _Rapids, Iowa Vagrmt07 
Linn Co. 

PD, Al.ton, lll. llO opttN1ior' e rel lo .pt/1,T 1.., 
lioettae • no -.- ;' 
lieeu&,. no city 
liC81'J8e . 
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1t2 
" ,, 

5-6-52 James Ray 
IID90696 · 

5-9-52 James Ray 
#131165 

6--1:3-5'2 James E. Ray 
#32hl9 

7-7-5~ James E. Ray 
#19121 

B-30-54 James Earl 
',, Ray #2640 

3 .. 23 .. 55 James E. Ray 
#40714 

3-23-55 Jmnes :Sarl Ray 
#'B-3376 

3-28-55 James Earl. 
Ray #12018 

3-28 ... ;$ James Earl &zy-
1/29637 

1- _~·i -_;:0 

l Q...10.$9° James Earl 
Ray #81071 

10-16-59 James Earl Rq 
181071 

A-92 .330 

PD, Chgo., .lll. ~bery (run) 

Cook Co. Jl• robbery 
Chgo., Ill. 

6-1J•S2 sent.to 
pent,-

Rec.. SP, Joliet, Ill. robbery 1•2 FS, 

Rec. SP, Pontiac,. n1. Robbery 
(in trans f/Joliet) 

l-2yrsdiseb 
3-12 ... 54 

So, Edwardsville, Ill. 

PD, Hannibal, Mo. 

. st. Hwy. Pa:t. 
Macon, Mo. 

. US?\ Kans City,. Mo 

burglary & larceny 

inv breaking & 
entering Post Office 

eru3hing stolen . · rel to Postal Inep 
postal money orde,:,s !tans..· Ci. :t~ Ml, 

. 3-24•$5 . 

forgery trs postal 
money order 

forgery govenmient. 

.au. robber., & stealing 
& fugitive other 

'\&uthorii-iea 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI #306 443 A A-92 330 

WANTED: James Earl Ray for Escape 4-23-67. 
Notify: Harold R. Swenson,Warden, Missouri State Pen, 
Jefferson City, Mo. per in8 rec 1d d 6-15-67. 

WANTED: James Earl Juty for Unlawful flight to avoid confinement 
(Robbery First) 
Notify: Nearest FBI Office per inf rec from FBI Law 
Enforcement Bulletin of Nov. 1967. 
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