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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF )•l~iTl(:E 
·. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATld 4-23-68 307 HJC 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537 
3 

The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS. 

CONTRIBUTOR Of NAME AND NUMIER 
AJtRESTED 01 

CHAJtGI D1$110SITION PINGERPRINTS RECEIVED 

lice Department James Earl Ray October suspicion of 
int Louis, #81071 16, 1959 robbery 
ssouri stealing and 

fugitive other 
authorities 

ate Penitentiary Janes Earl Ray March 17, "TC" 20 years (20, 
fferson City, #00416 1960 operating motor 7, 5, 

St 
Je 
Mi ssouri . vehicle without concurrent) 

permission of 
owner 
robbery first 
"b/m DDW" 

.·· (2 charges) 

Sta 
Num 
Fu 

te Hospital 
her 1 

lton, Missouri 

James Earl Ray September-Patient 
#37045 C-5 B,; 1966 

.. 

. 

. 

Notations indicated by • are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but ore listed only as investigative leads as 
being possibly identical with subject of this record. 

John EdgQr Hoover 
Director 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUst,cE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATlf""~ 4-23-68 307 HJC 

' 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537 

4 

·-

The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS. 

CONTRIBUTOR Of 
NAME AND NUMBER 

ARRESTED OR 
CHARGE DISPOSmON FINGERPRINTS RECEIVED 

WANTED: James Eal 1 Ray for escape April 23, 1967 
(operating motor vehicle w ithout permission of 
owner; robbery fj rst degre e "b/m of a D _& D ~V") 
(will extradite) Noti~y Wa rden State Penite nt"iary 
Jefferson City, i issouri information receiv ~d 
May 10, 1967. 

. 

. 

Notations indicated by • are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investigative leads as 
being possibly identical with subject of this r~cord. · 

John·ft!gar HoC)ver 
Director 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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UNITED STATES D:':PARTIAENT OF J\1STlCE 4-
23 307 

HJC 
( . FEDERAL BU,U:AU Of INVESTIGATII' - -68 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20537 

The followin·g FBI record, NUMBER 4os 942 G , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
lnformotion shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS. 

CONTIIIOTOR OP 
PIHGEltl'llNTS NAM! AND NUMl!l 

WANTED BY BUREAU 
James McBride, J 
James O'Conner, 
custody-robbery 
file #88-41730 o 
information rece 
CAUTION: ARMED 

Alias: 

WANTED 
Harvey Lowmyer, 
Fugitive Index# 
Origin Memphis. 
CAUTION: ARMED 

r;..'!~:Is ?~ -·:~ l~ -/ .. :Jr~~-1 
: · -:_:.J :::2.--:'iL :,: _ " -~ ~~,,~·J c: ... 

AlffST!D 01 
IECEIVID CHAIOI DISPOSIT10N 

James rl Ray, also kn as, 
mes Waly , w.c. Herron, 
im, for , lawful flight t avoid 
irst Fu itive Index-#121-26 Bureau 
fice of igin Kansas Cit 
ved July 27,1967. 
ND DANGE OUS 

Eric s 
ohn Will 
27540 Bu 

~--•---· -·1 r, ., 
:.,., ..... :. ; ,. · .. 

arvo Galt, also 
d, Civil Rights 
au File #44-388 
received April 

us 

. own as 
Conspi1:acy 
1 Office of 
19,1968. 

Notations indicated by • are NOT based on fingorprinis in F~l files but are listod only cu investigative l3ads cl 

being possibly identical with subject of this record. 
John Edgar HoQver 

Dirodor 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

j j 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

FBI I 
I 
I 

Date: APRIL 24, 1968 1 
I 

Transmit the following in ______ ....:;PLA-=c=I=N..:::.T=EXT~-------------..,' 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

I 

Via ---=T-=EI='=RT=-YP=-=-=E;:;._ __ URGENT I 

(Priority) I 

-----------------------------L-------

TO: BUREA (44-38861) -3 ,' .3 Ip 
KEMPHIS - C) --8,: 6tf P-KANSAS CITY (44-760) ,,__j_: 'I~ v--
ST. LOUIS- '-/ , 0 3 p 
OKLAHOMA CITY _ LI. ~ p 

7, ~~ 

FROM: OMAHA (44-310) (P) 

IIURKIN 

RE KANSAS CITY TELETYPE APRIL TWENTYTHREE LAST. 

INVESTIGATION WAVERLY, IOWA, DISCLOSED ROBERT DALE 

PORTER, FBI NUJIBER FOUR FIVE NINE ZERO FOUR EIGHT TWO, 

ARRIVED IOWA DECEMBER EIGHT OR NINE LAST FOLLOWING RELEASE 

FROM MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY, JEFFERSON CITY 1 WHERE 

SENTENCE SERVED ON ROBBERY CHARGE. PORTER DEPARTED 

WAVERLY FEBRUARY TWENTYSIX OR TWENTYSEVEN LAST AND HAS NOT 

BEEN IN CONTACT WITH FAMILY SINCE. PORTER TOOK WATCH AND 

RING FROM HIS MOTHER WHEN HE LEFT WAVERLY. 

PORTER ALSO TOOK PERSONALIZED CHECKS OF PARENTS, IIR. 

AND IIRS. HAROLD PORTER, ONE ZERO THREE AND ONE HALF EAST 

BREMER, WAVERLY, AND HAS PASSED FRAUOOLENT CHECKS AT 

DES MOINES, IOWA, AND NORTH PLATTE, NEBRASKA, IN EARLY MARCH, 

NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT. PORTER'S FORKER WIFE, MARY PORTER, WAS 

- OIi.aha fi 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in ____________________ ___,. 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via _______ _ 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -· 

011 44-310 

PAGE TWO 

IN WAVERLY, IOWA, UNTIL KID MARCH, NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT, 

WHEN SHE RETURNED TO KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI, AREA, PRESENT 

ADDRESS OR EIIPLOYMENT UNKNOWN TO PORTER FAMILY. 

FIRST NATIONAL BANK, WAVERLY, HAS RECEIVED NO FRAUDULENT 

CHECKS lYRITTEN BY ROBERT DI\LE PORTER ON PARENTS' ACCOUNT 

SINCE EARLY II.ARCH, NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT. WAVERLY SHERIFF'S 

OFFICE HAS HAD NO INQUIRY A:BOUT IJORTER SINCE NINETEEN 

SIXTYONE, RECORDS SHOW HE HAS ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI POLICE 

DEPARTMENT NUMBER FIVE SIX TWO TWO NINE. 

WAVERLY POLICE DEPARTMENT FILES Sll>W PORTER RECEIVED 

IIONEY IN FEBRUARY, NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT, FROII IIRS. CARMEN 

RAMAGE, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA, FOR BUS TICKET WAVERLY 

TO OKLAHOMA CITY. RAMAGE INTERVIEWED BY OKLAHOMA CITY 

DETECTIVE A. S. JOHNSON, WHO INFORMED WAVERLY POLICE DEPART­

MENT BY LETTER MARCH FOUR LAST THAT PORTER DID NOT ARRIVE 

OKLAHOIIA CITY. 

PORTER IS WHITE MALE, BORN 

Approved: _________ _ Sent _____ M Per _____ _ 
Special Agent in Charge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in ____________________ _ 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via _______ _ 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -· 

0)( 44-310 

PAGE THREE 

AT CLARINDA, IOWA, FIVE FEET ELEVEN INCHES, 
~-----

ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY POUNDS, BROWN HAIR, BLUE EYES, TATTOOS 

QUOTE 11011 AND DAD END QUOTE ON LEFT FOREARM; QUOTE BOB mVES 

WINNIE END QUOTE ON RIGHT FOREARM; QUOTE CHERYLE END QUOTE 

ON RIGHT BICEP; ARMY AIR FORCE INSIGNIA ON LEFT UPPER 

ARK. PORTER HAS DAUGHTER VICKI PORTER, AGE TEN OR ELEVEN 

YEARS BY FIRST IIARRIAGE, LIVING CALIFORNIA, LOCATION UNKNOWN. 

FOR INFORMATION ST. l.OUIS AND OKLAHOMA CITY, REFERENCED 

KANSAS CITY TELETYPE STATES JACK FOX LANPHERE, WARSAW, 

MISSOURI, FORKER INMATE, IIISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY, ADVISED 

A ROBERT DALE PORTER, FBI NUMBER FOUR FIVE NINE ZERO FOUR TWO, 

MAY HAVE BEEN IN'VOLVED WITH RAY IN KING IIURDERo STATED 

PORTER CALLED HIM APRIL THIRTEEN LAST AT CITY UNION MISSION, 

WARSAW, MISSOURI. LANPHERE BELIEVES PORTER RECENTLY 

PAROLED MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY. PORTER TOLD HIM HE WAS 

IN SERIOUS TROUBLE, HAD TO KEEP MOVING, AND WANTED LANPHERE'S 

HELP. INDICATED WANTED MONEY FROII LANPHERE BUT TOLD PORTER 

Approved: _________ _ Sent ______ M Per _____ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in ____________________ __. 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via _______ _ 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -· 

OJI 44-310 

PABE FOUR 

HE DID NOT WANT,~ANYTHING TO DO WITH HIJI AND DID NOT WANT 'IO 

SEE HIM. PORTER SAID HE WAS STAYING AT OSAGE HOTEL IN 

WARSAW AND THREATENED LANPHERE THAT WHEN HE RETURNED 'IO 

MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY FOR SOME VIOLATION PORTER'S 

FRIENDS WOULD KILL HIM IF HE DID NOT HELP PORTER NOW. 

LANPHERE ADVISED PORTER KNOWS JAKES RAY VERY WELL. WAS AT 

MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY FROM NINETEEN SIXTY THROUGH 

FEBRUARY, NINETEEN SIXTYEIGBT. STATED PORTER WOULD DO ANY­

THING FOR MONEY. ADVISED THAT PORTER IS A WHITE MALE, AGE 

FORTY, FIVE FEET NINE INCHES, HUNDRED SEVENTYFIVE, CREWCUT 

HAIR, GRAYING, PRESCRIPI'ION GREEN-TINTED GLASSES. RELATIVES 

LIVE IN IOWA. PORTER HAS DONE TIME AT FORT MADISON, IOWA 

PENITENTIARY. 

OWNER, OSAGE HOTEL, WARSAW, MISSOURI, ADVISED HER 

REGISTRATION BOmtS SHOW REGISTRATION FOR ROBERT DALE PORTER, 

WAVERLY, IOWA , ON APRIL TWELVE LAST. 'IOLD HER HE HAD BEEN 

HITCHHIKING, HAD COME FROM TEXAS, AND WAS EN ROUTE TO IOWA. 

Approved: _________ _ Sent ______ M Per _____ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in ____________________ __. 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via _________ ---------------------1 
( Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -

OM 44-310 

PAGE FIVE 

HE WAS CARRYING ONLY A SMALL DUFFLE BAG. 

KANSAS CITY ATTEMPr TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEW MARY PORTER, 

Fl>RllER WIFE, ROBERT MLE PORTER, REPORTEDLY EMPLOYED AS 

WAITRESS. MARY PORTER'S PAST RESIDENCES OR EMPLOYMENT 

PROBABLY SHOWN MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY FILES. 

OKLAHOMA CITY LOCATE AND INTERVIEW BETTY RAMAGE, ADDRESS 

AVAILABLE THROUGH OKLABIDIA CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT RECORDS. 

ST. LOUIS CHECK ST. LOUIS POLICE DEPARTMENT RECORDS 

ON ROBERT DALE PORTER, NUMBER FIVE SIX TWO TWO NINE, FUR 

ASSOCIATES AND SOURCES WHO MAY KNOW HIS PRESENT LOCATION. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

Approved: _________ _ Sent ______ M Per _____ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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616PM 4/24/68 URGENT WHD 

TOI OIIAHA 
I 

FJi()M: NEW ORLEANS <157-10673> <P> 

MURKIN: CR• 

RE NEBRASKA LIC FOUR THREE SI~ ZERO NINE Tift? 

ON APRIL TWENTYFOUR, SIXTYEI6HT1 MRS• W• E• DAVISI ONE 

EIGHT THREE FOUR COUNTRY CLUB DRIVEi BATON ROUGE1 LOUISIANA1 

ADVISED THAT AT APPROXIMATELY FOUR O'CLOCK PM1 APRIL 

TWENTYTHIRD, SIXTYEIGHT, SHE OBSERVED A WHITE MALE.. 

RESEMBLING JAMES EARL RAY1 LEAVING CITY PAWN SHOP• 

WAS DRIVING A SIXTYFIVE CHEVROLET OR PONTIAC, COLOR OFF WHI 

BEARING NEBRASKA LICENSE FOUR THREE SIX DASH ZERO NINE TWO 

MURRAY HOROWITZ, CITY PAWN SHOP1 BATON ROUGE.. LA•1 ADVISED 

HE HAD NO CUSTOMERS ON APR. TWENTYTHIRD, SIXTYEIGHT, 

JAMES EARL RAY• HE STATED ONE CUSTOMER LLOYD BEEC 

WESTERNER MOTEl.1 PORT ALLEN1 HOCKED A BOX OF TOOLS AT 

APPROXIMATELY FOUR PM, APR• TWENTYTHIRD1 SIXTYEIGHT• 

.. ·-

., CARE OF 

BEECHLEY DESCRIBED AS WHITE MALEJ SIX FEET1 FOUR INCHES., 

ONE SIX FIVE POUNDS, BROWN HAIR AND EYES, AGE THIRTYFOUR• 

OMAHA AT LINCOLN, NEBRASKA• IDENTIFY OWNER OF 

NEBRASKA LICENSE FOUR THREE SIX ZERO NINE TWO, AND ATTEMPT 

TO OBTAIN DESCRIPTIVE DATA RE OWNER., CURRENT ADDRESS• 

AIR MAIL COPY SENT MD!PHIS• 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS• 

END• •11e~ ,.,,,,,.., 

COULD YOU CLARIFY LIC NlMBER HAS TO BE FOUR DASH 

DASH ETC 
. 

CANT BE BUT WILL CHECK ALL POSSIBLITYES 

TU IJS 

FBI OMAHA 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



f'D-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

) 

FBI 

Date: 4/24/68 

Transmit the following in ________ .._P_LA.....,IIT..._.EX_,,T.___ __ ------.-------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ___ T_· E_L_ET_YP_E __ URGENT 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L-------
TO: BUREAU 

NEW YORK 
MEIIPHIS 
BIRMIHGIWI 

FROM: OMAHA (44-310) 

IIURKIH. RE OMAHA TEL APRIL NINETEElf, LAST, REGARDING 

SUBSCRIBERS TO U.S. CAMERA UNDER THE NAMES ERIC STARVO 

G&LT, AXA HARVEY LOWMEYER, HARVEY LOWlfYER AID JOHN WILLARD. 

EARL LANDBERG, SUBSCRIPl'ION MANAGER, COWLES COIOIUBICATIOJf 

IMC. , DES MOINES, IOWA, ADVISED THIS DATE REVIEW OF 

SUBSCRIPTIOlf LISTS NEGATIVE REGARDING ABOVE HAIIES. 

DPK:s~j,' 
(1) JJ:,/ 

I, 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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TO 

, 
OPTIONAL l'O- NO. 10 
MAY I .. IIDITION 
GSA l"PMl'I (41 CPIII) 101-11.t I ,. 
UNITED STATES GOVL_.NMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, OMA~A (44-310) 

( 

DATE: 4-22-68 

FROM SA L. JOSEPH :W:ERSLEY 

SUBJECT: KURlCill: 

l 
IIOI0•108-41 

On the morning of Saturday, April 20, 1968 Sheriff 
Russell Watters, Wapello County Sheriff's Office, Ottumwa, 
Iowa telephonically contacted the writer at his residence and 
advised the Wapello County Sheriff's Office had just arrested 
a man for vagrancy. The man, according to Sheriff Watters, 
was similar in appearance to JAMES EARL RAY. Sheriff WATTERS 
stated he definitely did not feel that the individual he 
had under arrei.t was RAY, but he stated there is a remote 
possibility that he is RAY. 

The furnished the name of the individual in question 
as WILLIAM IRVIN LATHAM, white male American, born 

~~~-~ 

at Atlanta, Georgia. Re further described LATHAM as 
'-----c5~,~1-1", 145 lbs., browni■h-grey hair, and hazel eyes. 

SAs L. JOSEPH RERSLEY and E. ARTHUR RIEGE immediately 
proceeded to Ottumw.-, Iowi.. LATH.AM was interYiewed in det;.il 
..ind his fingerprint8 were taken by buagents. 

On the same date, 4-20-68, Detective Robert Penland, 
Des Moines, Iowa Police Department classified the fingerprints 
of WILLIAM IRVIN LATRAM and compared the classification to 
that of the fingerprints of JAMES EARL RAY. Detective 
Penland st.ted WILLIAM IRVIN LATHAM is positively not identical 
to JAKES EARL RAY. 

The following description and backgrcund ormation 
was obtained regarding LATWAK through observa ·on and interview: 

Name 
Race 
Sex 
Nationality 
Diate of birth 
Pl .. ce of birth 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 

Eyes 
Social Security Nun1ber 
Las, perm~nent address 

2 - Omaha (44-310) 

;meas an 
Kale 
American 

I 

IJ:W: 
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



I' 

j 

r 
( 

Tattoos 

Marital status 
Occupation 

Relatives 

Arrest record: 

Former employment: 

( 

Naked woman left forearm, inn~r, 
with banner bearing word "CENSURED" 
covering part of woman's body. 
Single 
Part time dishwasher 
Part ti1ne II bumll 
All members of immediate family 
dead with exception of father, 
who WILLIAM has never known. 
Numerous charges of drunk and 
disorderly, etc. (dates unreoalled) 
Only two major arrests: 

5/11/64 to 2/21/68 incarcerated 
Southern Michigan Prison, Jackson, 
Michigan forcar theft 
Prison number # 112132 

11/61 to C/63 incarcerated 
Louisiana State Prison for car 
theft, prison (inmate)# 55634 

Mr. Christianson' s ;=lestaurant, 
840 W. 26th Street, 
Chicago, Illinois 
(claims working this location on 
evening MARTIN LUT~ER KING 
assassinated) 

It is noted that even though LATHAM furnished date of 
birth as~----.---------"' which would reflect his age ai 45, he appe~red 
much older in person, and he was wearing very tattered clnthes, & 
shoes v~i th holes in them. It did not @ppear to SAs H.EHSLh,Y 
or iUEGE that LA'fiIAH ivas in :.my way similar to the photogr;::iphs 
,_,f' J Alms EATIL HAY. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI OMAHA 

FBI CHICAGO 

644PM URGENT. 4-24-68 BJP 

TO ALL SACS - RELAY MESSAGE PLAN 

FROM DIRECTOR 44-38861 2P 

MURKIN 

CONTACTS SHOULD BE MAINTAINED WITH ALL MASS COMMUNICATIONS 

MEDIA IN YOUR TERRI TORY TO INSURE THAT THERE IS FREQUENT 

REFERENCE TO RAY AND HIS CONNECTION WITH THIS CASE• 

SINCE YOU HAVE PREVIOUSLY BEEN ADVISED THAT JAMES EARL 

RAY IS IDENTICAL WITH ERIC STARVO GALT AND YOU HAVE BEEN 

FURNISHED 10' S AND WANTED FLYERS ON RAY1 YOU ARE TO BE 

CERTAIN. THAT ALL APPROPRIATE STOPS HAVE BEEN RENEWED ON 

JAMES EARL RAY AND UNDER ALL OF HIS KNOWN ALIASES AS SET 

FORTH ON THE IO'S AND WANTED FLYERS• THIS IS TO INSURE THAT 

THE BUREAU WILL BE IMMEDIATELY NOTIFIED IF THE SUBJECT IS 

ARRESTED OR COMES TO THE ATTENTION OF AUTHORITIES WITH WHOM 

STOPS PLACED• 

OFFICES COVERING DEPARTURE OR ARRIVAL OF OVERSEAS 

FL'IGHTS SHOULD HAVE RENEWED STOPS AND SUBJECT'S PHOTOGRAPH 

SHOULD BE DISPLAYED APPROPRIATELY• 

END PAGE ONE 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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,Cf: I . -
_.,,, I,, " 

PAGE TWO 

ALL OFFICES SHOULD CONDUCT APPROPRIATE INVESTIGATION 

AT ALL .. HIPP I~• ROOMING HOUSES AND SIMILAR ESTABLISHMENTS TO 

OBTAIN ANY INFORMATION WHATSOEVER CONCERNING RAY. 

END 

APPROPRIATE LEGATS BEING ADVISED SEPARATELY• 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS• 

IUXXX IJS 

FBI OMAHA 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



4/25/18 

TO: SAC, .. ap)lia 

l'BOII: SAC, Ollaba (44-310) ,l (P) 
\ 
" SUBI: IIUBD 

00: DIIPBIS 

Be SAM IIASff, ampect la DeaffJ' teletype to 
Olla.JUI, cla ted 4/201-88~ 

Bacloaed for Jlellpble u o• copy ot n.tereaoed 

I .·· / I 
./ 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



... OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
.. ,MAY 1"2 EblTION 

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101•11,6 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO DATE: 4/24/68 

FROM 

SAC, OMAHA(44-310) 

SA JOHN A. WOODSIDE srn:{C ' o~J;iDEXED;:--
___________ JILt.v,': ·:....,. --

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

Re memo to SAC of SPC MICHEAUX dated 4/21/680 

On 4/23/68 OMAR Ho(Pete) ADLER,Credit Consultant,Thorp 

Credit Corpo,MtoPleasant,Iowa advised that on 4/20/68 he was 

attending an auction at Keokuk,Iowa which w~s held and sponsered 

by the Thorp Auction CorpoDuring this auction he noticed an individual 

who resembled JAMES EARL RAYo Adler statee that on the morning of 

the 20tho he had read the newspaper accounts of Ray's description 

and hometown of EWING,ILLo and that it was fresh in his mind when 

he observed the individual in questionoAdler stated that at 12:30 PM 

the man came walking into the sale area and browsee in a highly 

suspicious manner, carefully avoiding contact with the other customers 

and speaking to no oneoAdler approached this individual on one 

ocassion and attempted to start a conversation but was rebuffed in 

a very curt manner by the suspeciwho ignored himoThe individual 

left the auction at approximately 2:30 PM~and Adler did not see 

him drive a car awayoAdler indicated that he had never seen the 

man before but that he hilfflly resembled the 1959 photo of JAMES 

EARL RAY,and fit the description as listed except that the man he 

saw had shorter hairidescribed by Adler as 

i/tt --} /( 
(__ l --- b ,· _\ 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ADLER further advised that he discussed the close resem­

blance with a Mr
0 

Gilbert Eo Krueger who agreed that the suspect 

appeared similar to RAYaADLER gave Krueger's address as li»~ 

1523 Wo MAIN STo 

MARSHALLTOWN, IOWA 

LEAD: -
OMAHA DIVISION AT MARSHALLTOWN 2 IOWA 

Will contact GILBERT Eo KRUEGER for any information 

regarding the individual seen at the auction at Keokuko 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Omaha, Nebr., 
4/25/68 

MEMO, SAC: 

RE: MURKIN 

Re New Orleans tel to Omaha 4/24/68 re Nebr. license 
436092• & which set out a lead at Lincoln, Nebr. re that 
license. 

It is noted that the above license is incorrect 
inasmuch as it does not contain a dash or hyphen. It also 
is incorrect in that it dces not contain a letter. 

The only possibilities of the above license being 
from Nebr. would be for it to commence with 4-, or 43-. County 
4 is Custer County (Broken Bow) 0 County 43 is Colfax 
County (Schuyler). SA CASSIUS RATHBUN determined that 
the above number is too hifh a number to have been issued 
in Colfax County_i'.>ooec JS>() £i9·,1,1,rf€ p1,; l.E:. 

Retel stated LLOYD BEECllLEY, a motel resident in 
Port Allen, La., might be identical with the man who 
left the pawn shop described in retel 0 

LEAD. At Lincoln, Nebr 0 

Will, at the State of Nebr. Dept. of Motor Vehicles, 
determine whether LLOYD BEECllLEY possesses a Nebr. drivers license 0 

Will also determine whether it would be possible for the 
above license number to have been issued in Custer County, 
Nebr. (County 4-). (I suggest serial 121 be sent to Lincoln RA). 

ARMED & DANGEROUS 0 

44-310 SA THOMAS W. CARROLL 
(2) 

11(-3/!J-/~ 7 
YC·:J2;~UN: On l~/25/68 Co lf.c:: Cou.nty D/S EVc~Y.E~T: POOLE &!1~ 

Schuyler, ~-~ebr., ac.vised Colfax Cour1ty (43) licznses 
issued do not include any xx with as hi;::h a nUPJ.ber 
as 4~ -6092. :!e a 1.s o nevi.::.: 2d th.ct check of Co J.::9.x 
County driver's licenses and local telephone directory 
was negative as to the name LLOYD itt::~rr·-:!:r-ii¥---EH~-'l:-l:½A-:e--. 
m ch name was othen:4. se unknown to 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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AFTER FIVE DAYS RETURN TO 

e ,., ,·~. 
!0\)> 

(\ 

i ------

ZIP CODE 

Bu PF l V 
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H1F<FD l•(1NG-- l<tl..~tR {) 

' I 

~ 1,etW C.AN yov pAoVE 

LS V F ,~ V D f ,Al .D ~ 
l 

I 

Lff- 3 10 - Id~ 
SEARCHED. _ __.~NDEXE 
SERJAUZFQ c;;z6 II.ED~ 

APR 2 51968 
f'BJ-OMAH~ 

. . .... ~ ... , --~· ·- """~--·----~~~~----..-...~ 
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TOI BVBU.U 
mmu 
mLA. rn 
l&JI 0 
DIIPB18 

J'BGII: CIIABA 

4/21/81 
PL&DffAT 

VBGll1'l' 

JAIIBI ■IL'l'OII CU&Tll otllllL, "9K1AT ACIADIT JOJUrRIII IIXTI 

IICIJl'l' PBIBIDml&L lDAft liClla'1' Y •.~ J'BIICll'I, 

•IBBlaa, l'BBR1IAB1' Timi JOUB, DftAIIT. DIOBIIA.TIGI 
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~----------________J 
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StnlPIJLID FOB 'IJllll'LS ftOP AT 11 • 

UCRIT SUflCZ <IUBA ADVIDD .DD DPORl'BD 1IO WIBll'CI 

D>IITUIABLB WITJI OflKII, LOCAflD llf 88 l'ILBI, W.&.SJIDG'l'OI, 
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08BIL DGianaBD J.OCAL BOARD TD AIIIIOU. OlleAIICIIA .ID 

l'VIUIIIDD ADDU88 KIGm TIIBBI GIB G STBBft D, ARDIIOU. D 

WAS BBGIITDBD AT ll&GIL iUUL, n--,' APRIL nmt no 
Ll8'l' .AllD APPAUITL1' 88B818T8 BY IALB O'I IUJRIAL ALPBABn' 

CARDS JW>B B1' BDIIBLI'. DUBDIG :orrBaYID BY PD OIJIRI, 

DDIBD DOILBDU a, _,,. CII POBTIOII OP DOT PAPD B&G 

WITB JWIDDITDIO ll'CLUJ>DG •c.u KILL IOBBRT F. rmBD.," 
.lJID "AIMPI" IOUD D JII8 POSSBl8ICII. 

ALSO Du.ax• mann 08BBL JW>S UPBTBD urmmrcs 
TO LOVB JOB IWlTD LU'l'DB KIJIG AID SUBIDQUIIT SBARCII a, BIB 

D'l'.BCTS AT IIAGIL JIJl'BL DISCLOSBD aALL PIICS OF PAPD 

BlWlUG JWIDftlTT.111 1WIB WILDBSCII PBUTDG CO., ftO OD 

l'JQ IOU'fli coana, JIBIIPJIJS, BIGlfinC.UCS, U' Alfi'' .,, 

DOil(. 

m mu ADVIB QffJCB ar UIATOB ammrI' ., • &mlDf'. 

SU Al'l'GIIIO, CIQ,&BOU cm OD IIIIIPBI8 l'UIUIIIB AIIY 

PDTIDIT ID'OBIIATICII BB OIBIL DI l'ILII OD AT LOCAi, 
BURNET, TEXAS 

AUTJDll'l'IK8/ AJII> ARDIIOD, C:W:J.AJUIA • DIIPBII ALIG CGUIDD 
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TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

l 
so10-101-02 

OPTIONAL P0aM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA fPMI l_.1 Cfll 101-11.6 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, OMAHA (44-310) DATE: 4/25/68 

SA WILLIAM B. FAUST, III 

MURKIN 

Re memo to SAC by SPC IRA J. STEVENS 4/18/68. 

On 4/22/68 photos of the subject in this case were 
shown to the manager and employees of the Best Steak House, 
514 Grand, Des Moines, Iowa. The steak house is located at 
5th and Grand in Des Moines. The following persons viewed the 
photo and stated that they had not seen anyone answering that 
description: 

WBF:cjw 
(2). J 

7 

TOM KALLOS, Manager and Co-owner; 

PHILIP IKONOMOV, Assistant Manager and Co-owner; 

HELEN IKONOMOV, employee; 

GUS STATHOS, employee 

SEARCHED 

i 
INDEXED ............... -........ . 

SERIALIZED,.. • .... .FILED ........ ,; I .. 

Ar 
,... . -,,..,.c 

., 1 ·_, · 1~1 0 
• I f,J -' 

FBI-OMAHA 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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TO 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1112 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. Z7 

501~107-4 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, Or.taha (l~L~-110) DATE: 4/24/68 

FROM SA c;i;,r_U\T...D D. MOHR 

SUBJECT: t1URKIN 

Rebutel to Omaha dated L~/18/68 (Serial #75) 

On 4/19/68, writer contacted Postmaster JOHN PSTE:·zso>~, Wyoming, Ia., 

a life-1-:mg resident of that com 1,mnity, whc) advised the1·e was no street 

"911 3rd St • 11 in ttwt comnmni ty, nor ha:c a "M. WAGIISTO '1E11 ever been knowll 

to reside in the area. 

Same date, investigation at Iowa City, Ia. hy SA IIAROLD W. BRUEG;E;1i; 

MA~r f,q -:°_led to reveal any snch address as 415 15th St., and efforts to 

identify a WILT.., Ti\1'1 vop·1c further thro11.gh rP.cords lncn 1 Bred it Bureau and 

other RVRilable dir0ctoried Rnd r~cords, nc~ativc. 

GDM: fJ fl. Nf E f) 

l Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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j 

f"D·36 If\••• l2·U•Ht 
.. ( 

.FBI 

· Date: 4/24/68 

Transmit the following in -------~-~~------=-~-------11 
. (T1Pe in plain tesl or code} I • 

V AIRTEL AIR MAIL 1 
ia --------- -----=..;;;.;_==-,,,,...,...--,----,,~--=-~~.....,..------11 (Priority or Method of Mailin,) I 

------------------------------------------~-----L-----~- -· 
to: 

FROM: . 

MURI<IN 

.l)lRtCTOR (44-38861) 
llfD ALL CONTINENTAL'OFFICES , , 

SAC• KANSAS CITY (44-76q) 

00: Memphis 

' ' ' 

(P) 

Enclosed for the Bureau qre four copies of photograph 
of ·subj,ect J.AMES EARL RAY, which Wc;\S taken l/~/66 at Mitis.ouri 
S'tate ·Pe·niten~iary. 

:, 

. 'l'.we ~pies of above-mentioned photograph are ·enc1osed 
for each of "the Continental Offiices. 

, ' 

·This additional photograph is'bei~g furnished, inas­
much as res-emb!l.ance is·quite different from previous photographs 
furnished, and it may be helpful in aiding sources to identify 
subject. · 

Also, it is to be noted that WALTER TERRY RIFE has 
been located -and interviewed in this matter. 

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

3-Bureau (Enc. 4) 
2-Each Continental 
2-l<ansas City 
RBH:lib. 

Office (Enc. 2 each) \)~~ 

(A) 
~~) 

Approved: __ · __ ,11-/~ "·..,,._. __ 
Special Ag';;t Charge 

lfL-j- J/tJ- /~ 
• SEARCHED I 

SERI 
,, 

Sent ______ M Per __ ,_;._, __ _ 
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4/25/68. 

From Mulhall 

RE: Mtlkin 
xi:44- 310. 

Ref: 1.•.1.emo to All Agents dated 4/24/68. 

Marvin Cohen, Harvey Laundry, Si0uxCity, Iowa, was recontacted 

4/25/68, as his laundry uses a Thermo-Seal marking machine. He was asked 

if 20R.-3 nni:Jix could be his code. Mr. Cohen said if this were his code 

it would mean the following: 

20 = the lot number 
R • the week 
3 = the customers name. 

He pointed out it takes his laundry about 26 weeks to run 

through the alaphabet • We painted antet/te does not have a lot numbers 

as high as 20, so this marker would not have come from his laundry. 

Mr. Cohen said the talley books in which these codes are ■aintained 

are used no more than two weeks after the laudnl has been delivered. He 

caused his records, priently on hand to be searched, which goes back 
A 

tol964, and he had no lot number as high as 20. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA fPMI 141 CPI) 101-11 .6 

UNITED STATES vOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, OMAHA (44-310) (P) DATE: 4/26/68 

SA JERRY W. BASTIN 

IIURKIN 

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA JERRY W. BASTIN on 4/19/68: 

The following persons representing their respective 
Police Departments and/or Sheriff's Offices, advised that their 
records contain no information concerning JAMES EARL RAY: 

Mrs. JO ANDERSON, Douglas County Sheriff's Office; 
Mrs. RITA GIESE, Sarpy County Sheriff's Office; 
Miss BONITA BANOWSKI, Bellevue Police Department; 
Sergeant MILLER, Polk County Sheriff's Office; 
Sergeant BOCKERT, Council Bluffs Police Department. 

Sergeant AUSDEMUR, Identification Division, Ollaha 
Police Department advised that his files contained a finger­
print card received from authorities in•-~ for JAMES EARL 
RAY. Sergeant AUSDEMUR advised that this card was received 
shortly after the escape of JAMES EARL RAY from the Missouri 
State Penitentiary on 4/23/67. Sergeant AUSDEMUR also advised 
that RAY was received at the Missouri State Penitentiary on 
3/7/60 and according to his records, RAY has never been arrested 
by the Omaha Police Department. 

(2) 
JWB:kej 

l Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
so10-1oa-02 
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TO 

FROM 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1982 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
bAC, uMAHA (44-3LO) 

SA <.i:kANT ALAN JACiJHS~N 

DATE: 4/24/68 

SUBJECT: MUHKll\ 

Un the dates shown the followiPg persons or concerns were 
contacted for informHtion pertainini to subject RAY or his krown aliases: 

4/17/nH: 

GAcJ:gaj 
(1) 

County Clerk office, Voter Hecords, Platte County, ColufTlhus, Nebr. 
Platte County so, Columbus, ~ebr. 
Columbus, Nebr. PD 
Henry Hauck, Columbus Credit Bureau, Columbus, l\ebraska 
Sandra Jt~rnst, Sandi Jean School of i)ance, (.;olufTlbus, Nehraska 
4/12/6~: 
Lawrence Zarek, "'olumbus Laundry & nry Cleaners, Columbus, Nebr. 

4/17/68: 
Merrick coutny SO, Central ~ity, Aebr 
Merrick ~o,,nty "'lerks office, Central '--i ty, nehr. 
Central ~i.ty Fl>, Central City, r-..ebr. 
4/17/68: 
Polk Souuty so, O~ceola, ~ebraska 
Polk ounty Clerks Utfice, usceoJa, ~phra~kq 
Osceola µu, Osceola, ~ebrHska 
1'r1nce Co11nty so, .i•u] lerton, Nebraska 
~ance ~ounty Clerks officer, Fullerton, ~ebras~a 
Ji'ullerton rr), 1',ullerton, l\ehraska 
4/24/68 
P~erce County ~O, Pierce,i••w•~ Nebraska 
Pierce County Clerks office, Pierce, hebras~a 
Pierce FU, fierce, ~ebrHs~a 
Madison ~ounty SO, Madison, ~ebraska 
Madison County ClPrks office, Madison, Nebraska 
Mr1rtjson PI>, Madi,-;on, Nehraska 
Norfolk PD (Madison Nebr', Norfolk, Nehr. 
~orfolk Credit llureau, Norfolk, ~ebr. 
Dudley ury Cleaners & Laundries, Norfolk, Nehr. 
t.lodel l<'asley' s Cleaners & Launrlries, Norfolk, Nebr. 

All of the above checks were negative. 1/✓~c9/rJ--/35' 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI OMAHA 

FBt SACTO 

3:57 PM URGENT 4/25/68 CLV 

TO: DENVER AND OMAHA 

FROM: SACRAMENTO C 100- 427 > 

MURKIN• CR• 

ON APRIL TWENTY FIVE INSTANT, MR• ROBERT E• DINKINS, 

FOUR TWO NINE SANTA ANA AVENUE, SACRAMENTO, CALIF, ADV! SED THAT ON 

[APRIL TWENTY FOUR LAST HE OBSERVED A MAN IN PARKING LOT OF 

\BIBG' S MARKET, WHO RESEMBLED JAMES EARL RAY• HE DESCRIBED 
! 

i INDIVIDUAL AS FIVE FEET TEN, MEDIUM BUILD, IN EARLY FORTIES, 

AND SITTING IN FIFTY ONE BROWN PLYMOUTH STATIONWAGON. 

DINKINS ADVISED THIS INDIVIDUAL AND RAY REMINDED HIM OF 

PERSON HE HAD KNOWN IN FIFTY FOUR AND FIFTY FIVE WHOM HE MET 

IN HOBO JUNGLE IN OROVILLE, CALIF• THEY LEFT THERE VIA FREIGHT 

;CAR, WENT TO DENVER WHERE ENROLLED IN CITY MISSION, SIX ONE TWO 

LAMIER STREET AND HAD ODD JOBS FOR APPROX FIVE DAYS• FROM 

THERE WENT TO LINCOLN, NEBRASKA, ENROLLED CITY MISSION AND GOT 

JOB IN BURLINGTON CAFE AS DISHWASHERS• FROM THERE WENT TO ST, 

JOSEPH, MISSOURI, WHERE SPLIT COMPANY. 

jEND PAGE ONE• 

DINKINS ADVISED THIS 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



tNDlVIDUAL USED NAME RAY, BUT DID NOT KNOW WHETHER WAS FIRST. 

OR LAST NAME• 

MR• BING UNG.- OWNER, BING'S MARKET, MAIN AND RIO LI.MM 

BLVD•, ADVISED NO ONE SIMILAR IN APPEARENCE TO PICTURE OF 
' 

RAY IN MARKET ON APRIL TWENTY FOUR LAST• HELPER BY NAME OF 

1H()N UNG ADVISED. SIMILARLY• 

DENVER AND OMAHA CONDUCT APPROPRIATE INVESTIGATION AT 

CITY MISSIONS• NO NEGATIVE REPLY NECESSARY• AM COPY MEMPHIS• 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS• 

.1JS ,. 
i 

!.FBI OMAHA 
L 
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4/24/68 

PLA.IffTEXT 

TELETYPE URGENT 

TO: OIRBct'OR, FBI ANO SACS, CHICAGO, BALTIMORE, AND 

PROM: 

ST. LOUIS 

SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) 

MURKIN. 

MEDICAL RECORDS, QUINCY, ILLINOIS, INDICATB JAMES RAY, 

AGE TEN IN NINETEEN THIRTY EIGHT, TREATED FOR AR EPILEPTIC 

SEIZURE. ADDRESS A'f THAT TIME AND OTi:UtR RECORD INPORMATION 

INDICATES THIS IS PROBABLY SUBJECT. 

ROBY CARPENT.ER, EX-SECOND WIFE OF SUBJECT'S FATHER, 

LOCATED, INTERVIEWED, AT QUINCY ADVISED FATHER'S TRUE NAME 

IS JAMES GERALD RAY, AKA JERRY, ANO RESIDED AUGUST, NINETEEN 

SIXTY ONE TO AUGUST, NINETEEN SIXTY TllREE AT RURAL ROUTE ONE, 

CLARENCE, MISSOURI, AFTER WHICH HB MOVED TO PRESENT RESIDENCE 

CENTER, MISSOURI. BE RESIDED IN ST. LOUIS FRON NINETEEN 

FIFTY TWO THROUGH NINETEEN SIXTY ONE AT FOUR ONE FOUR NINE 

WEST PINE. SUBJE<..~ RESIDED WITH FATllER APPROXIMATELY 

NINETEEN FIFTY NIN£ AT FOUR ONE FOUR NINE WEST PINE STREET 

ouRIN1- WHica TIME HE wo&o:o AS BAKER AT UNK.NOWN co)icOAL.--- / ~// 
1 l - Springfield (44-561) 1/ 
JJ1 - Memphis (AM) 

· , / ,1,• ~A ~ - Birmingham (AM) 
' · o<--\t) •- Omaha (AM) 

l - Kansas City (1J4) 
DTS/smr 
(5) 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI 44-!Uil 

BAKERY IN ST. LOUIS. ON OCCASIONS SUBJEC'l' RBSIOEO WITH 

MO'fHER, ONE NINE ONE THREE IiICI<ORY STREET, ST. LOUIS AND 

AL.SO BAO ROOM IN ST. LOUIS, ADDRESS UNKNOWN. RUBY HAS NOT 

SEEN SU8JEC1.~ SINCE NINETEEN SIXTY ONE AND HIS ASSOCIATES AR£ 

UNKNOKN TO UER. ACCORDING TO RUBY, SUBJECT NEVER MARRIED, 

WAS CLOSER TO BROTll&.RS, JERRY ANO JOHN, THAN TO ANYONE ELSE. 

SINCE L£AllNING OF SUBJECT'S INVOLVEMENT IN MUUIN, RUBY HAS 

TALUD TO UIS FATHER AT CENTER, MISSOURI, Oli APRIL TWENTY ONE 

LAM', AT WHICH TIME HE ADVISED HE DID NOT KNOW SUBJECT'S 

WHEllEABOUTS AND HAS BAD NO CON'l'ACf WI'l'B HIM. RUBY 'l'ALKED 'l'O 

SUB.lECT•s SISTER, MELBA MARIE RYAN, QUINCY, ILLINOIS, ANO 

MELAA LIKEWISE INDICATED NO INFORMATION CONCERNING WHBllEABOU'l'S. 

RUBY BELIEVES SOMETIME DUtUNG EARLY NINETEEN FOR.TIES SUBJEC'l' 1 S 

FATHER RESIDED GALESBURG, ILLINOIS, WHERE EMPLOYED .AS 

SWITCHMAN FOR ca. Q RAILROAD. SHE PROMISED TO COOPERATE 

AND RKPORT SUBJECT IF LOCATBD. 

UCOIWS, QUINCY COMPUSSOR, QUINCY, ILLIHOIS, INOICA'l'B 

SUBJECT D1PLOYBD AUGUST SIX, NINftUN l'IftY 011.E, THROUGH 

- 2 -
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SI 44-561 

S.EP'.fEMBER FOUR, NINETEt;N FIF'l'Y ONE t SOCIAL SECURIT¥ NUMBER 

NO 

ON.C LOCA'l'ED WEO RECALLS • RECOR.OS DWICATE PR.Ion EMPLOYMENT 

AVERY OR AR.VEY CORPOI-tt\TION, CHICAGO, ILLIWOIS, AS LABOR.t;R 

FOR ONE Y£1\R AND Nl!:O PRODUCE COM.PA!>.Y, ClUCAGO, FOUR MONTHS, 

DJ:,.TES NOT SHOWN. 

RECORDS, SELECTIVE SERVICE BOARD NUMBER ONE, 

QUINCY, S!!Ori SUBJECT Rt:GIS'.PERED APRIL THIRTEEN, NINETEEN 1'..,0R'I'Y 

NINE, Nt WHICH 7'IME OCCUPATION STUOEN'.I', AMERICAN TELF.:VISION 

SCHOOL, ST. LOUIS, H.lSSOllRI. 

GEORGE PARSONS (PROTECT ID~NTITY), SOCIAL WORKER, QUINCY, 

WHO 'J."'.,)O;, CARE OF SISTER, M.ELB.ti, OU.RING ~INETEEN FIF'l'IES, 

ADVISED SUBJECT CWSES'r TO BROTHERS, JOHN AMO JERRY, A..'iD HE 

IS CERTAIN Tl!F;Y WOULD PROTEC'l' HIM. 

HAZEL HAMILTON, CASE WORKER, CATHOLIC CUAlUTIES, QUINCY, 

ILLINOIS, ADVISED FAMILY RESIDED DES MOii\lES, IOWA, SHORT 

PEnIOO OF TIME NINETEEN FORTY TWO TO NI~ETEEN FORTY THREE 

AFTER WHICH MOVED TO QUINCY, ILLINOIS. PRIOR TO PES MOINES 

RESIDENCE, FAMILY LEP'f .EWING, MISSOURI. 

- 3 -
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SI 44-561 

ADAMS COUNTY CIRCUIT cour.r RBCOltDS INDICATE WHD 

SUBJECT ARUSTED ALTON, ILLINOIS, AUGUST 'ftmNff, NINETEEN 

FIFTY NIU ON CHARGE AJtMJm ROBBERY HE HAD ACCOMPLlat, JOSEPH 

ELMB.R AUSTIN. THESB UCORDS ALSO INDICATB SUBJECT'S FA'l'BER 

AS JERRY RAYHBS, RESIOBO ONB SEVEN TWO SEVBN SOUTH ELEVENTH 

S'l'UE'l', ST. LOUIS, MISSOOll, JANUARY TWENTY EIGHT, NINETEEN 

SIXTY. PkIOR. ltUIDENCE POUR. ONE FOUR NlNB WEST PINE STRBBT, 

ST. LOUis~·MISSOURI, 0C1'08Kll SEVEN, NINBTUN FIFTY BIGHT. 

RBCOltDS ALSO INDICATE MOTHER AS LUCILLE RYU USIDED ONE ON£ 

TWlBB PIW SOUTH TDTli, APARTMENT BIGHT, S'l' .. LOUIS, MISSOURI, 

AS OF OC.WBBR SBVBN, NINETEEN PiftY EIGHT, AMD ONE NINE 0MB 

TRUE HICKORY STREET, ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI, AUGUST NINE, 

NINETEEN FIFTY MID. THESE RECORDS SHOW CHILDRBH MELBA, 

CARGLB, AND PRANXLIN, WHO AU SIS'11ERS AND BROTHBR OF SUBJECT, 

ALL BORN LEWIS COUNTY, MISSOURI. RECORDS P'URTUR INDICATE 
~ ' "· ·-~ 

FATHER EMPLOYED FOR A NUM!IJUl OF YEARS BY JACK Ml!IDOLPB, 

J a R AUTO SALES, FIVE NINE IBRO ONE SOUTH .&ROADWAY, ST .. LOUIS, 

MISSOURI. 

SI ONE SIX FIVE SIX DASll C WHO IS ACQUAINTED WITH 

ASSOCIATE WALTER T. RIFE WORK:tNG F"vLL TIME ON THIS CASK AND 

- 4 -
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SI 44-5,l 

IN DAILY CONTACT WITH HIS ASSOCIATES, QUINCY, ILLINOIS. 

ST. LOUIS ATTEMPT TO LOCATE COMMBRCIAL BADRY WHICH 

EMPLOYED SUBJ'BCT APPROXIMATBLY NINETEEN l'll"?Y NINE AS 

BAlER. CHBCK RECORDS; SET FORTH LEADS. CHECK RECORDS 

AHERICAM TELEVISION SCHOOL CONCERNING SUBJECT'S ATTENDANCE 

THERE APRIL 'i'liIRTBEN, NINETBBN FORTY NINE. ASCERTAIN 

RESIDENCE DATA .. IOBNTIJl'Y ASSOCIATES. COWOCT NEIGHBORHOOD 

INVESTIGATIONS RKSIDBNCBS ADDRESSES SHOWN YOUR T.BRlU'l'OtlY 

AT ST. LOUIS.. APPROPRIATE INQUIRY J & It AUTO SALES ANO AT 

LEWIS COUNTY, MISSOURI. 

BALTIMORE UTILIZE Bl.9111■,ft' INPOaMATIOH FURNISHED 

ABOVE. 

OMAHA INITIATE INQUIUES DES MOINES, IOWA, CONCEDING 

PRIOR BESIOBNCE OF FAMILY THERE APPROXIMATELY NDIE'l'BER 

:FORTY TWO TO NINETEEN FORTY THRBE, HOTIHG FATlilR WAS EMPLOYED 

CB, Q :aAILROAD, ALTHOUGH SUBJECT IIOULO flAVB BEEN ONLY 

TEENAGER DURING RBSIDUCB YOUR DIVISION. 

CHICAGO CHBCX: RBCORDS AVERY OR AR.VEY CORPORATION NiD 

NEO PROOUCB COMPANY FOR BACKGROUND DATA. 

- 5 -
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SI 44-561 

BUREAU, FILE SPRINGFIELD DIVISION INDICATES JOSEPH 

J.UaM.ER AUSTIN MAY 8£ IDENTICAL WITH SUBJECT FBI NUMBER 

EIGHT fflO ONE SBVEM THBEE -?HUE WITH KXTENSIVE UCORD 

INCLUDING MURDER, ARMED ROBBERY, PAROLE VIOLATOR. BUREAU 

RSQUESTKD TO FURNISH SPaINGPIELD AND INTERESTED OPPICES 

CURRENT IDENTIFICATION RECORD FOR JOSEPH BLHiR AUSTIN, 

FBI NUHBZR EIGHT THO ONE SEVEN THREE THREE TO ASSIST IN 

LOCATING POft INTSRVIBW. 

INVESTIGATION CONTilfUING SPRINGFIELD AT _GAI&SBURG, 

ALTON, QUINCY BASED ON ABOVE. 

GOBIBS MAILED MEMPHIS, BIRKINGUAM, OMAilA, AND KANSAS 

CI'l'Y. 

ARMBD AND DANGEltOUS .. 

J. 

- ' -
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MEMO 

SAC, OMAHA(44-310) 

SA HARMON J. OGREN 

MURKIN 

4/25/68 

Re Memo of 4/24/68 and checking of laundries for yellow laundry 
tags. During the predeeding check of liundries.,it was determined that 
none .. oj the laundries in the Lincoln RA area used any colored laundry tags J 
~uld include either the red or the yellow. There ar4:1 some instm ces 
of use of the white tag. In view of this~no further check is geing made 
of t~e laundries in the Lincoln RA area. 

SEARCHE~--:;:r-lNDEXED­
SERIALIZE~FILED--

APR 2 61968 
FBI-OMAHA 

I 
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MEMO 

SAC, OMAHA(44-310) 

SA HA..,:MON J. OGREN 

MURK.IN 

4/25/68 

It is noted that at the time JAMES EARL RAY escaped from the 
Mis6ouri State Pen, 4/23/6; a flyer was sent out to all the states 
by the Missouri authorities. This flyer has been used by the Nebraska 
State Patrol both as a indicees stop and the fingerprints were placed 
in the NSP fingerprint file in case a print was received with a different 
name. The flyer listed RAY's number as 00416, listed him as 35, 5'11, 
163 lbs, brown hair add blue eyes. It showed that he was born in Illinois, 
a r,.sident of St. Louis and a Baker by trade. It listed a Grandmother as 
MARY MAHER, 19m~ Hickory, St. Louis, a Brother; JOHN RAY, 1918 Park Ave,. 
St. Louis, and another brother) JERRY W. RAY) Wheeling, Illinois. 

This is all well ang good;however>the FBI# was shown as 306443A 
and the fingerprints shown on the card are not identical with the ones on 
IO #4182. The ones on the flyer are not too clear aid the subsecondary 
could be in question;however,the FPC is 18 L l U III 15 and this is 

M 1 U OII 
a long way from the 16 M 9 U ooo 12 and FBI# 105942 G shown on IO 

- M 4 W IOI 
4182. There is no question th,,t the prints on the Mistiouri flyer are not 
identical to those on the IO as I checked them myself. 

If this has not been straightened out at the Bureau it could cause 
some confusion as in the ca.,; e of the NSP they now have -two stops on both 
sets of fingerprints and CJ>nnot say they are identiclal. There is,of course1 
a logic,_j_l explanation that the Missouri flyer in 1967, which was Jr inted 
in the Pen had the wrong prints placed on it but this should be corrected 
and all states having a stop similar to Nebraska's advised of the correction 
and aome explanation shown. The photograph on the MisE-ouri stop is the 
same as us, . .:..d on the recent Bureau stops 0 

(2) 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: APRIL 26, 1968 
PLAINTEXT 

Transmit the following in -----------------------i 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via -~T._.E .... L....,ETJ .............. PE...-... __ _ URGENT 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L-------

MURKIN. 

DIRECTOR (44-38861) J; s4__. I! /tl 
MILWAUKEE lf ,, r-0 IW'\ 
OMAHA (44-310) 

OMAHA RECEIVED HANDWRITTEN ANONYMOUS LETTER, WHICH WAS 

MAILED IN OMAHA, APRIL TWENTYSIX. IT STATED THAT JAMES EARLE 

RAY'S GIRLFRIEND IS JERRIE DORVAL OR DURUAL, COUNTY GENERAL 

HOSPITAL, MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN. 

MILWAUKEE HANDLE. 

AIRMAIL COPY TO MEMPHIS. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

1 - Memphis (44-1987)(Air Mail) 

) m:••y, 
sea.!'chea 1/.. : 
serialized&!, 
Indexed----• 
Filed.--./1-,11-¥----

~ 
Approved: ------'----''r--------

Special Agent in Charge 
Sent 
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IVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRA 
INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ROBBERY 

1.0.4182 
4-20-68 

ALIASES: Eric Starvn Gal 

Photographs taken 1960 Photograph taken 1968 
(eyes drawn by artist) 

A Federal warrant was issued on April 7, 1968, at Birmingham, Alabama, charging Ray as Eric Starve G 
Code, Section 241). A Federal warrant was also issued an July 20, 1967, at Jefferson City, Missouri, ch 
U. S. Code, Section 1073). 

I YOU HAVE I*ORMATIOII CONCERNING THIS PERSON, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR LOCAL FBI OFFICE. 
TELEPHONE NUMBERS AND ADDRESSES Of ALL FBI OFFICES LISTED ON BACK. 
Identification Order 4182 
April 20, 1968 

FBI No. 405,942 G 

16 M 9 U 000 12 

M 4 W 101 

DESCRIPTION 
AGE: 40, born March 10. 1928. Altos, Illinois 
HEIGHT: 510" EYES: blue 
WEGHT: 163 to 174 pounds COMPLEXION: medium 
BUILD: medium RACE: white 
HAIR: hrown, possibly cut short NATIONALITY: American 
OCCUPATIONS: baker, color matcher, laborer 
SCARS AND MARKS: small scar on center at forehead and small scar on 

palm of right hand 
REMARKS: noticeably protruding left ear; reportedly is a lone wolf; 

allegedly attended dance instruction school; has reportedly 
completed course in bartending 

CRIMINAL RECORD 
Ray has been convicted at burglary, robbery, forging U. S. Postal Money 
Orders, armed robbery, and operating motor vehicle without owner's 
consent. 

CAUTION 
RAY IS SOUGHT IN CONNECTION WITH A MURDER WHEREIN THE 
VICTIM WAS SHOT. CONSIDER ARMED AND EXTREMELY DAN-
GEROUS. 

at Right of a citizen ( Title 18, U. S. 
for the crime of Robbery (Title 18, 

3ERIAIZED....F1LEO . 

/ 

10 

- OMAHA 

Director 
Federal rau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 20535 
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c::: SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE 
~.,, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION (1/12/68) 
t,Jl':I UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
t:;Jt::I 
~t,J Located at: Building Teleehone 

o, >~ ALBANY, New York 12207 502 U. s. Post Office & Ct. House 465-7551 ,-,it"" 

"l' t,J 0:1 ALBUQUERQUE, New Mexico 87101 4303 Federal Office Bldg. CHapel 7-1555 ~· "'c::: ANCHORAGE, Alaska 99501 Room 204, Federal Building 272-6414 
t::J[;lj 

S:' t,J> ATLANTA, Georgia 30303 27 5 Peachtree St. , N. E. JAckson 1-3900 
I:"': :c::: BALTIMORE, Maryland 21202 408 U.S. Post Office Bldg. Lexington 9-6700 
0:1' ~~ 

BIRMINGHAM, Alabama 35203 Room 1400 - 2121 Bldg. 322-7711 ~. BOSTON, Massachusetts 02203 John F. Kennedy Federal Richmond 2-5533 
!a!' !! Office Building 
t,J' BUFFALO, New York 14202 400 U. S. Court House Bldg. 856-7800 
gj ' 

0~ 
BUTTE, Montana 59701 400 Thornton Building 792-2304 

"'i:i CHARLOTTE, North Carolina 28202 1120 Jefferson Standard Life Bldg. 333-4126 
... > CHICAGO, Illinois 60604 Room 905, U. S. Court House 431-1333 
~,-,J & Federal Office Building 
"'16 CINCINNATI, Ohio 45202 415 U. S. Post Office & 421-4310 !'1z Court House Building t,J 

CLEVELAND, Ohio 44199 3005 Federal Office Building 522-1400 
COLUMBIA, South Carolina 29201 1529 Hampton Street 252-1911 
DALLAS, Texas 75201 Room 200 - 1810 Commerce Riverside 1-1851 

( 
Street 

DENVER, Colorado 80202 Room 18218, Federal Office Bldg. 222-5981 
DETROIT, Michigan 48226 913 Federal Building Woodward 5-2323 

& U. S. Court House 
EL PASO, Texas 79901 202 U. S. Court House Bldg. 533-7451 
HONOLULU, Hawali 96813 2 06 Dillingham Building 59546 
HOUSTON, Texas 77002 6015 Federal Building & Capitol 8-1414 

U. S. Court House 
INDIANAPOLIS, Indiana 46207 1221 North Pennsylvania Street 632-6415 
JACKSON, Mississippi 39201 Room 800 - First Federal 948-5000 

Savings Building 
JACKSONVILLE, Florida 32202 414 U. S. Court House & 355-1401 

Post Office Building 
KANSAS CITY, Missouri 64106 707 U. S. Court House Baltimore 1-6100 

Building 
KNOXVILLE, Tennessee 37902 61'1 Walnut Street, Southwest 524-2721 
LAS VEGAS, Nevada 89101 Room 2-011 Federal Office Bldg. 385-1281 
LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas 72201 215 u. s._ Post Office Bldg. FR 2-3157 
LOS ANGELES, California 90017 1340 West 6th Street Hubbard 3-3551 
LOUISVILLE, Kentucky 40202 Room 701, Bank of Louisville Bldg. 583-3941 
MEMPHIS, Tennessee 38103 841 Federal Office Bldg. 525-7373 
MIAMI, Florida 33137 3801 Biscayne Boulevard 379-2421 
MILWAUKEE, Wisconsin 53202 735 U. S. Post Office, Customs 276-4684 

& Court House Building 
MINNEAPOLIS, Minnesota 55401 392 Federal Building Federal 9-7861 
MOBILE, Alabama 36602 520 Federal Building 438-3674 
NEWARK, New Jersey 07101 U. S. Post Office & Court 622-5613 

House Building 
NEW HAVEN, Connecticut 06.510 510 The Trust Company Bldg. 787-1217 
NEW ORLEANS, Louisiana 70113 701 Loyola Avenue 522-4671 
NEW YORK, New York 10021 201 East 69th Street Lehigh 5-7700 
NORFOLK, Virginia 23510 420 U. S. Post Office & 625-1631 

Court House Building 
OKLAHOMA CITY, Oklahoma 73118 5104 N. Francis Street Victor 2-7471 
OMAHA, Nebraska 68102 HMO Federal Office Bldg. 348-1210 

;i PHILADELPHIA, Pennsylvania 19107 500 Widener Building LOcust 3-5300 
t::J PHOENIX, Arizona 85013 244 West Osborn Road Crestwood 9-5511 
t,J PITTSBURGH, Pennsylvania 15222 1300 Federal Office Bldg. 471-2000 
~ ;g PORTLAND, Oregon 97205 423 U. S. Court House Bldg. 224-4181 
I:"'"' RICHMOND, Virginia 23220· 200 West Grace Street 644-2631 
0:1~ SACRAMENTO, California 95814 2020 J Street , 441-1275 c:::Q ST. LOUIS, Missouri 63103 2704 Federal Building Chestnut 1-5357 i;llt<J 

~§ 
SALT LAKE CITY, Utah 84111 32 03 Federal Building Elgin 5-7 521 
SAN ANTONIO, Texas 78206 433 Federal Building CA 5-6741 

~o SAN DIEGO, California 92103 3211 Fifth Avenue 297-3361 .,,.,, 
SAN FRANCISCO, California 94102 450 Golden Gate Avenue, · 552-2155 ~; 

00917' 
Box 36015 

t,J'tj SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico Pan Am Building 765-6000 ~s 255 Ponce de Leon Avenue 
SAVANNAH, Georgia 31405 5401 Paulsen Street 354-9911 

~ SEATTLE, Washington 98104 1015 Second Avenue Main2-0460 

6 
SPRINGFIELD, Illinois 62701 421 South Sixth lltreet ' 522-9675 

z TAMPA, Flori<Je. 33602 Room 610, Federal Office Bldg. 228-7661 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 506 Old Post Office Building 393-7100 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

( 

FBI 

I 
I 

Date: 4/25/68 

Transmit the following in --------'--------:=-----=~----,------------i 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via __ A_· I_R_T_E_L ____ _ AIRMAIL 
(Priority) r 

------------------------------------------------L-------

TO: 

FROM: 

SlJBJECT: 

DIRECTOR, FBI AND 
ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES 

SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) {P) 

:t-TURKIN 
CR 
{ 00: r·IEMPHIS) 

Re Atlanta airtel to Director, 4/22/68. 

3 - Bureau 
2 - .Albany 
2 - Albuquerque 
2 - ./\.ncho:~"age 
2 - Bal tirnor•e 
2 - }3j_:rmingham 
2 - Boston 
2 - Buffalo 
2 - Butte 
2 - Charlotte 
2 - Chicago 
2 ··· Cincinnati 
2 - Cleveland 
2 - Columbia 
2 - Dallas 
2 - D2nver 
2 - Detroit 
2 - El Paso 
2 - Honolulu 
2 - Hm.1.~ ton 
2 - Indianapolis 

2 - Jac1rnon 
2 - Jacksonville 
2 - Kansas City . 
2 - Knoxville 
2 - Las Vegas 
2 - Little Rock 
2 - Los Angeler. 
2 - Louisville 
2 - Memphis 
2 - Miami 
2 - Milwaukee 
2 - Minneapolis 
2 - Mobile 
2 - Newark 
2 ·· New Haven 
2 - Ne½' Orleans 
2 - New York 
2 - Norfolk 

A- Oklahoma City 
~ Omaha 

C = Philadelphta 

2 - Phoenix 
2 - Pittsburgh 
2 - Portland 
2 - Richmond 
2 - Sacramento 
2 - St. Louis 
2 - Salt Lake City 
2 - San Antonio 
2 - San Diego 
2 - San Francisco 
2 - San Juan 
2 - Savannah 
2.- Seattle 
2 - Springfield 
2 - Tampa 
2 - WFO 
2 - Atlr1nta 
JJL:rjb 
(119) 

t..f-4- :3 'o - /rd----

, Approved: --· 

c:/y-,,(-i~--~---
- Ser.t ___ r_·_ 

SEARCHED--.l~DEXED-
SERIALIZED_.5-_____ flLED __ ..,..,_._ 

r) "' .. C'lf; 

Special Agent in Chcrge 
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( 

AT 44-2386 

For infcrmat1on those offices not receiving 
reairtel, it was pointed out therein that Subject JAMES 
EARL RAY, aka. was last known to be in the Atlanta, Georgia, 
area on 4/5/68. Intensive investigation by Atlanta tJ date 
has not established mode of transportation R.AY may have used 
after• 4/5/68. Receiving Offices i-:ere requested in reairtel 
to check cars recovered their division that were stolen from 
the State of Georgia subsequent to 4/L!/68, and where the 
transporter of same was not identified oi-· otherwise accounted 
for, investig~tion should be conducted to determine if RAY 
was person who may have stolen and transported sa~e. 

Investigation reflects Subject RAY can be placed 
in the Atlanta, Georgia, aree. 3/24/68. 

In view of the above, all Continental Offices 
are requested to revieH car recoveries 11ithin their 
respective territories of cars stolen from the State 
of Georgia subse,~uent to 3/23/68, and where the trans­
porter of same is not other;,iise eliminated or accou.nted 
f'or, consider Subject RAY as suspect. Where there is 
any remote indication that Subject RAY may have been person 
transporting such a car, exhaustive and intensive investi­
gation should thereafter be conducted. 

ARI•:ED AND DANGEROUS . 

- 2 -
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In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTME'\T OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BLREAU OF 11\VESTIGATIO'.',' 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
April 20, 1968 

JAMES EARL RAY, also known as 
Eric Starvo Galt, Harvey Lowmyer, 
John Willard, James McBride, James 
Walton, W. C. Herron and James 
O'Conner 

FUGITIVE 

CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY; 
INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ARMED ROBBERY 

"TEN MOST WANTED FUGITIVES" PROGRAM 

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought 

under the alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil 

rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., has been added to the FBI's list of 

"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives. n 

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of 

Ray to the "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives" list, which already contains ten fugi­

tives, to insure the widest possible dissemination of Ray's photograph and 

description to help effect his earliest possible location. 

Ray has been the subject of a massive and intensive search since 

the brutal gunshot slaying of Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the bal-

cony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel. One rifle bullet, 

window of a nearby rooming house, felled the victim. 

believed fired from the 

~~-3/0-Jfj 
.5 KS 
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Ray is a 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in Illinois 

on March 10, 1928. He is approximately 5'10" inches tall, weighs from 163 

to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and brown hair which he has worn cut short. He 

has a small scar on the center of his forehead and a scar on the palm of his 

right hand. He has been described as having a straight, narrow nose and 

straight and even teeth and to have a nervous habit of occasionally tugging at 

an ear lobe. His left ear protrudes noticeably. 

Acquaintances describe him as a "loner" and "drifter" whose 

language and diction reflect a "rural" quality and indicate he has had limited 

education. 

He is reportedly a fan of western and country music, drinks 

vodka and beer, dresses neatly and claims past employment as a merchant 

seaman and cook on Mississippi River vessels. He is known to have worked 

as a baker, laborer and color matcher. 

He is known as an avid dancer who has taken dancing lessons. 

He also completed a course at a school of bartending in the Los Angeles 

area early in 1968. 

Ray should be considered armed and extremely dangerous. 

Anyone with information concerning this fugitive is requested to immediately 

contact the nearest office of the FBl;1 the telephone number of which may be 

found on the fir st page of local telephone directories. 

- 3 -
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UNITED STATES D t~::PARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

:FEDERAL BUREAUlf OF INVESTIGATION 

In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. 

JAME:S:: EARL RAY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 

April 20, 1968 

James Earl Ray, a Missouri pirison escapee who has been sought under the 

alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with Ute gunshot slaying of civil rights leader 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is one of the FBI's "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives." 

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoove:r ordered the special addition of Ray to the 

"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives" list, which already contains ten fugitives, to insure the 

widest possible dissemination of Ray's ph,otograph and description to help effect his prompt 

location. Ray has been the subject of a massive search since the gunshot slaying of 

Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the balcony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel. 

An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing latent fingerprints uncovered 

in the Dr. King case against fingerprints of over 53, 000 persons on whom FBI wanted 

notices have been posted determined that Galt and Ray are identical. 

A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 17, 1968, 

charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere with a Consti­

tutional Right of a United States citizen. Ray, who escaped on April 23, 1967, from the 

Missouri State Penitentiary, is also sought for unlawful interstate flight to avoid confine­

ment after conviction for armed robbery. 

Possessing an arrest record dating back to 1949, Ray has been convicted of 

burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Money Orders. 

A 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in Illinois on March 10, 1928, Ray 

is approximately 5' 10" tall, weighs from 163 to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and short brown 

hair. He has a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and his left ear protrudes noticeably. 

Described as a "loner and "drifter," with a "rural" quality in his speech, Ray 

has worked as a baker, laborer and color matchero He has taken dancing lessons and 

completed a course at a school of bartending. 

Consider Ray armed and extremely dangerouso 

concerning him to the nearest FBI office. 

'I(· l ,~, - i 

/'/ 
)./¥\_, 

\/ 

Report any information 

J-/ .t-/ ~· 3~.<! -/✓:J 
__,r: I, ·)CSa. 

~· 
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TO 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 

UNITED ST ATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
All Investigative Employees 

Director, FBI 

DATE: April 22, 1968 

suBJEcT: JAMES EARL RAY, aka - FUGITIVE 
1.0. #4182; W. F. #442-A 
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY 
INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ROBBERY 
"TEN MOST WANTED FUGITIVES" PROGRAM 
RELEASE DATE: SATURDAY P. M., APRIL 20, 1968 

THE CRIMES: Ray escaped from the Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri, 
on April 23, 1967, while serving a 20-year sentence for armed robbery and operating a 
motor vehicle without the owner's permission. He subsequently allegedly conspired, under 
the alias Eric Starvo Galt, to violate the civil rights of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., shot to 
death on the balcony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel on April 4, 1968. 

THE CRIMINAL: A 40-year-old white native of Illinois, who is known as a "loner" and 
"drifter" and has taken elaborate steps to establish a false identity, Ray has an extensive 
criminal record, including convictions for burglary, robbery and forging U. S. Postal Money 
Orders. Outstanding characteristics include a straight narrow nose, straight and even teeth, 
a noticeably protruding left ear and a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe. He has taken 
dancing lessons, attended bartending school, enrolled in a correspondence course in lock­
smithing and traveled widely in a 1966 Mustang recovered in Atlanta, Georgia, a week after 
Dr. King's murder. Ray likes western and country music, drinks vodka and beer and has 
worked as a baker, laborer and color matcher. 

PROCESS: A Federal warrant issued at Jefferson City, Missouri, on July 20, 1967, charges 
Ray with unlawful interstate flight to avoid confinement for robbery. Another Federal war­
rant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 17, 1968, charges Ray, as Eric Starvo Galt, 
with conspiring to interfere with a Constitutional Right of a citizen. 

"TEN MOST WANTED FUGITIVES": Ray is a special addition to the list of "Ten Most 
Wanted Fugitives." The list as of Saturday p. m. , April 20, 1968, was: 

John William Clouser I. O. #3837 Charles Lee Herron I. O. #4163 
Howard Callens Johnson I. 0. #4039 George Edward Wells I. O. #41 75 
George Benjamin Williams I. 0. #4072 David Evans L O. #4177 
Gordon Dale Ervin L 0. #4087 Franklin Allen Paris L 0. #4178 
Carmen Raymond Gagliardi L 0. #4101 David Stuart Neff LO. #4179 

James Earl Ray LO. #4182 u '-/-, 1 I~-/ '-If:, 
THEY ARE ALL ARMED AND DANGEROUS. · If you receive any information, give it 

~H~~~~°i;1~Ai1~~;ii;.~f~;eA.~e~;~~~IPTIVE DA,r&i~~::~~\lGIT&ft~ ON THE 
LIST ARE ON THE REVERSE SIDE. : ·· · I 

'''./Q·/1,'. ·l i~ ·.~ 
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DAVID EVANS, also known as: 

"Pee Wee." 
N; born 10-11-44; 57-58"; 140-150 lbs; 

mod bid; blk hair; brn eyes; it oomp; 

000 - lab, upholsterer. Wanted by FBI 

for BANK ROBBERY and UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO 

AVOID PROSECUTION (Burglary, Larceny, 

and Receiving Stolen Goods). 
IDENTIFICATION ORDER #-4177 

FBI#-388 901 E 
DATE PHOTO TAKEN: 1966 

CHARLES LEE HERRON, also known as: 

Lee Jones. 
N; born 4-21-37 (7); 5'7"-5'8"; 145-

150 lbs; sldr bid; blk hair; brn eyes; 

dk comp; coo - clerk. Wanted by FBI 

for UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID PROSECU-

TION (Murder; Assault with Intent to 

Commit Murder). 

IDENTIFICATION ORDER /-4163 

FBI#-313 926 0 
DATE PHOTO TAKEN: UNKNOWN 

GEORGE EDWARD WELLS, also known as: 
George W. Cox, Lloyd Kuozrnarski. 

W; born 5-14-16; B'S"; 165-175 lbs; 

med bid; brn hair, gr; brn eyes; mad 
comp; coo — maintenance worker, painter. 

Wanted by FBI for UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO 

AVOID PROSECUTION (Armed Robbery); 

INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF STOLEN 
PROPERTY. 

IDENTIFICATION ORDER #-4175 
FB1-1 467 173 

DATE PHOTO TAKEN: 1967 

16 0 29 W IMO lb 

I 26 U 001 13 

It thumb 

13 0 29 W 
I 18 U 

M 

MM 

000 10 
001 14 

It thumb 

LL 

14 0 13 U 000 21 

I 17 U 000 12 

rt ring 

CARMEN RAYMOND GAGLIARDI, also known as: 17 M 29 W ION 

Carmelo Raimondo Gagliardi ( true name), I 32 W 001 20 

Carman R. Gagliardi. 

W; born 10-1-40; 510 1/2"; 185-200 lbs; 

hvy bid; blk hair; brn eyes; mad comp; 

occ - lab. Wanted by FBI for UNLAWFUL 

FLIGHT TO AVOID PROSECUTION (Murder). 

IDENTIFICATION ORDER L_41Ol 

FBI#- 566 944 0 
DATE PHOTO TAKEN: 1965 

GEORGE BENJAMIN WILLIAMS, 23 M 

also known as: Alien 

Benjamin Colby, Ben Jackson, 

George Benjamin William. 

W; born 6-15-il; 56"; 155 lbs; 

mod bid; brn hair, gr, balding; 

bi eyes; rdy soap; rt ring fngr 

amp; 000 - oonstr worker, dairy 

worker, mech, miner, pipe fitter. 

Wanted by FBI for BANK ROBBERY. 

IDENTIFICATION ORDER #-4C72 
FBI 1-497 062 

DATE PHOTO TAKEN: 1965 

21 W IMO AMP Ref: 22 
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FRANKLIN ALLEN PARIS, also known as: MLS 

Franklin Allen Morrison, Al Paris, MLM 

Allis Paris, Frank Alien Paris, 11 S 1 U 000 14 Ref: 

Franklen Allen Paris. M 1 U 001 12 

W; born 1-20-34; 62"; 190-210 lbs; 

mad bid; brn hair; brn eyes; med comp; 

000 - horse trader, horse trainer, 

rancher. Wanted by FBI for UNLAWFUL 

FLIGHT TO AVOID PROSECUTION (Burglary). 

IDENTIFICATION ORDER #-4178 

FBI#-595 084 A 

DATE PHOTO TAKEN: 1966 

HOWARD CALLENS JOHNSON, also known as: 

"Dirty Red," 

N; born 4-14-16 (7); 5'S"; 160-170 

lbs; mad bid; blk hair; brn eyes; 

reed comp, freckled; 0cc - brickrsason, 
carpenter, lab. Wanted by FBI for 

UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID PROSECUTION 

(Murder). 

IDENTIFICATION ORDER #-4039 

FBI#-1 501 726 
DATE PHOTO TAKEN: 1959 

JOHN WILLIAM CLOUSER, also known as: 
Jack Clausor, John William Clauser, 

Chuck A. Williams. 
W; born 3-29-32; 59"; 175-200 lbs; 

stky bid; blond hair, may be dyed blk; 

hi eyes; rdy soap; occ - clerical 

worker, stock clerk. Wanted by FBI 

for INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF 

STOLEN MOTOR VEHICLE. 

IDENTIFICATION ORDER - 3837 

FBI#-229 125 C 
DATE PHOTO TAKEN: 1963 

GORDON DALE ERVIN, also known as: 

Dale Ervin. 
W; born 5-30-26; 511-60"; 170 lbs; 

mad bid; hon hair; hi eyes; mad comp; 
coo - carpenter, lifeguard, reach shop 

worker, locomotive fireman, salesman, 

shipyard worker, typist. Wanted by 

FBI for UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID 

CONFINEMENT (Armed Robbery). 

IDENTIFICATION ORDER #-4087 

FBI#-290 533 A 
DATE PHOTO TAKEN: 1965 
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DAVID STUART NEFF, also known as: 

Steven Andrews, Solomon Baker, Steven 

Greene, George Medina, David J. Neff, 19 
David Stewart Neff, Donald O'Brien. 

W; born 12-26-36; 58°-b'S"; 190-200 lbs; 

hvy bid; brn hair; brn eyes; mad comp; 

ccc - horse trainer, lab, painter, 
plumber, surveyor. Wanted by FBI for 

BANK ROBBERY. 

IDENTIFICATION ORDER -4179 

FBI#-524 874 D 
DATE PHOTO TAKEN: 1965 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Omaha 9 N: e bra.ska 
April 26, 1968 

Re: James Milton Curtis Oslb.eil 
Threat Against 1968 Presidellll.tial 
Candidate Robert F. Ke~~edy 9 Fremollll.t 9 
Nebraska 9 April 24 9 1968 

Captaillll. Francis L. Rurt 9 Frem~l!llt 9 Nebraska 
Police Departme1mt, furl!l1.islh-.~d tlt,e followh1g i:mfo:na;a1.ti<c»i.m 
relating to Oshel 9 a deaf mute 9 arrested at FremoJmt 
8g00 p.m. 1 April 24 9 1968 9 foJllratrillllg ~omplaillllt tlb:.at 
Oshel h8,d circulated a llllote amomi.g patrolll\s at Wcoiooy 0 s Bar 
illll downtowlI!!. Fremont 9 bearill'llg ~ referel!llce to tae killillll.g 
of 1968 Presidelllltial C~~didate, Sewa.tor Robert F. 
Kennedy of ~ew York 9 whose cam~aiglll\ traillll was scheduled 
for a whistle stop at Fremolilt ~1t 6100 p.m., Saturday, 
April 27, 1968. 

Oshel had beem dri.Jmkim1g but did llltOJt appe:!Jl.:r to 
be intoxicated. li1!.terviewed by tlM~ Fremoimt P<0lice 
Departme:mt with assi.stamw;e o,f aim interpreter piroficie!llt 
in the Mallll.ual Alphabet 9 Os~el de~ied a~y kmowledge of 
or even havimg see:m bef~re 9 what appeared t~ be a portio~ 
of a Kraft type paper bag fouimd illl his possessioim whe~ 
arrested and bearillllg the f~.fil<niwirng separate haimd-•ritteim 
items: "Deaf I can kill Robert F. Eemlllie = Eeim:.med.y 9 iw 

ncan Kill Robert F. Kennedy 9 uv aimd 11vAssain.. qv Al though 
Oshel refused to write these words ilDl. the same order, 
he did fur~.,sh handwritten specime:ms of the individual 
words, inclading the misspelled word 11assailll.vv which 9 

it was determined, he ulll.derstood to mean ,rn:assassiJjlate.vv 
It was the opinion of Captain Hurt and of Dodge County 
Attorney Richard L. Kulbman 9 who participated imi.the 
interview of Oshel, that hi.s ll\aiildwritiILg specimems bore 
resemblance to the,ha!Ildwriting om the note. 

Mr. Kuhlman expressed his opirnion that the 
circumstances suggest th.at in the evemt 'an actual threat 
were involved, it would more likely be that Oshel was 
seeking an offer to nkill Kemltil.edyvu for hire than that 

2 
t) /41/7 

"he planned to do so oim his owro1 i:niitiative. ./-/~/-.~ -
• - ....... a - ■u-aa ~earc~~ <"" 
a • ... 'llllt& l • ....... ......,._ Serir-.:,.l.:Lzed..-L · 

••. • ·-·■.11 .. IU-I ~- ~· • -· ct.I .. -. lll9 IndesacL v~·-
• - • .,._ .... CW> ./ • -..:i1o~il-lltilillJJ---+~~:.-r, 

. ./» .. ., /, r, \; ·• ~-· 
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