
5/24/68 

Airtel Air Mail 

TO: SAC, LOUISVILLE 

FROM: 

RE: 

SAC, KANSAS CITY (44-760) -P­

MURICIW 

Reference St. Louie teletype to Bureau, 5/20/88. 

Por information of Louisv 1 11e and Ouha 
Divisions, whieb did not receive referenced teletype. 
the St. Louis Division at,ised as follows on 5/20/61: 

IVAN DALE UNDERWOO.D, foraer inmate, Jlia•ouri 
State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri, on 5/20/68 
advised he ,r,aa not acquainted with JABS EARL RAY While 
UNDERWOOD was incarcerated at the lfiasouri State Penitentia,·y. 
On basia of name and pbotocraph, UIDERWOOD believes RAY 
is identical with an individual ,rho ,rorked with R..ALPB 
RDJ'RO tor a short period during the late 1950'• at 
Joplin, Missouri. RDFRO carried on a furnace and 
beating business and would "finger" residence and 
business establislunents in Joplia area. On pretext of 
free inspection of p1"em1ses, RDJl'RO would gain entrance 
to cue establishment for possible robbery or burglary, 
or if tbe owner was gullible, he would attempt to aelt a 
new heating unit. All of 18 ao11tba aao, RENFRO was working 
at an independent oil company aervic·e atation on 20th 
StrEu,•t in Joplin, lfisaou:ri, and hung out at Elmer•• Bar, 
Main Street, also at Joplin. 

2 Louiavil; e 
Memphis (4◄ -1987} 

, Omaha 
Kansas City 

JWJ:tlw 
(8) 
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KC «-760 

URDDWOOD claims he knew RAY only through 
Uaeir autual uaoc1ation with RE!O'RO. 

tnmERWOOD described RD'PllO as a white ule, 
age 42. 

UNDERWOOD wishes his identity be concealed 
as the source of the above information. 

In an effort to locate and interview RALPH 
RiffltO to determine if he had in tbe past employed JAMES 
BARL RAY or bad any knowledge aa to his whereabout•• tu 
:following investigation was coaducted by S.As JOSEPH•• 
JACKSOR' and LAWRENCE R. HOLAlt: 

~T JOPL,? 11nssomu 

Oa 5/31/88 a review of Polk's City Directory 
for Joplin, Missouri, 1956-1967 editions, failed to reveal 
any information regarding RALPH RENFRO. 

On 5/21/68 a review of tbe current coabined 
telephone directory for Joplin, Carl Junction, Carterville, 
and Webb City, lfisaouri, area failed to reveal a telephone 
listed to i.ALPB RDFRO. 

On 5/21/68 InDE CLARK, Clerk, Records and 
Identification Bureau, Police Department; CLDlflS IUGDE 
COPELAJID, Chief Deputy Sheriff, and RACHEL BRAXTOK, Credit 
Bureau, all advised records of tbeir reapective offices 
contained no reference to RALPB REffRO and that tbey had 
Dever kll01fll anyone by that RUie as a resident of Joplin, 
Missouri. 

On 5/21/68 the following individual• all stated 
they did not know RALPH RElO'RO as either a present or former 
resident of Joplin, M:iaaouri: 

EARL l'ORTlfER, Records and Identification 
Officer, Police Departmeat; 

WALTER B. FLEIIIER, Captain of Detectives, 
Police Department; 
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HAROLD ABBD, Detective, Police DepartaeatJ 

w. T. BAYLOR, Dispatcher, Police Departaeat; 

OLD J. DANIELS, Detective, Police Departaeat; 

JOHN EOBARXS, Lieutenant, Police Department. 

On 5/21/68 JABS H. &Ul'PRO, Branch Kaaqer, 
La1naore•• Araored Car Service, advised while be did not 
know RALPH UD'RO it seeaed to him RALPH RE!D'RO about two 
yeans ago had briefly been eaployed at the Cona\Ullers 
Service Station, Inc., 2002 Main Street, Joplin. a-Er-r-P'""'RO 
stated while be laad never met RALPH RENPRO, that he, 
JAMES JI. REffll'RO, recalled having been asked by hia 
brother-in-law, JUL !f. STBPBEIS, Jfauger, Cona\tllers 
Service Station. Inc., it he waa any kin to RALPH BDFRO, 
an attendllt at the station, and tllat be, JAKES B. REIPtFRO, 
bad replied that he bad never beard of and was no kin to 
anyone named RALPH RENFRO. In thia regard, REJffRO said 
he bad never met RALPH RENFRO and had no idea as to hi.a 
present location. 

On 5/21/68 Patrolman WILLIAll R. STEPHDS, Police 
Department, advised an individual named RENFRO had briefly 
worked for BAL N. STEPHENS, his father, at the Consumers 
Service Station, Inc., 2002 llain; however, Patrolman STBPIIUS 
related he had never met REIIFRO and bad no inforution u 
to the latter named individualll whereabouts. He also advised 
be was of the opinion HAL N. STEPBiJfS bad discharged RDFRO 
nearly two years ago, possibly for drinking oa the job. 

On 5/22/68 HAL N. STEPBEHS, Manager, Conswaera 
Service Station, Inr:., advised he had hired a drifter naaed 
RALPH REN'FRO to wo:r·k as au attendant on 4/2/66, and had 
fired UD'RO for 4-iuking OD the job OD 6/22/66. RDJ'RO 
was not reliable, drank heavily, always drew against his 
earnings, and has not been seen by STEPHENS sin(:e lie waa 
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KC 44-760 

fired. STEPHENS did recall that at Christmas, 1966, 
RERPRO had mailed a Christmas card to tbe service station 
employees from some western aate, poesibly Washington; 
however. STEPHENS said he had tb~own the Christmas card 
._,. and actually bad not paid any attention to the 
poat•rk, but had only noted it was SOiie western etate. 

M'EPBENS said be did not know wbether RDFRO 
was •rried or single, that be bad never seen UJIFRO ia 
co11ptu1y ,rt th any person away frOB\ his place of eaployant, 
and did not have the sligllteet idea ia wllat city RDFRO 
might be living at this time. Be could only state tbat 
RE.Jll'RO bad left Joplin nearly two yeai"S ago and that 
REKFRO'• present whereabouts are unknown to him. 

STEPIIENS said REHFRO, Social Security ~ I, 
had lived at 2124 Adele, telephone lfAyfai.r 4-9279~,----~ 
Joplin, Miuouri, and STEPHEN'S did not knaw whether 
UEN'FRO had been a roomer at that address or bad rented 
the entire house. Also as an eaplo:,aent reference, 
which had not been verified, REIIFRO had 1isted tbat be 
had p.revioualy worked as a part-t.ime service station 
attendant for CURTIS RENFRO, Standard Oil Company Service 
Station, Lexington, Kentucky. 

On 5/12/68 it was determined telephone nt1111ber 
MA 4-9219, furnished by RENFRO to BAL N. STEPHENS, was 
listed to EDA JEAN WHIPPLE, aka Jira. Floyd Whipple, 2124 
Adele, Joplin, Missouri. 

On 5/32/68 the house at 2124 Adele was found to 
be vac;ant • 

On 5/22/68 JOBH BOSIELL, 2126 Adele, advised EDA 
JEAN WHIPPLE, alta Mrs. Floyd Whipple, had 11oved frOII ber 
home at 2124 Adele to Alles, Iowa, about a year ago, and that 
be RB unable to furnish her residence or eaployaent addreas 
at that city. He stated he did not know Pt.ALPS RBKFRO as a 
fcn:mer resident at 2124 Adele, but preawaed be bad been a 
roomer. at tbat address prior to the departure of Mrs. WHIPPLE 
f i·oa Joplin. 
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KC 44-760 

On 5/22/68 ELMER COY. owner, Elaer•a Place, 
903 Main, a tavern catering to "Skid Row" types, 
advised he recalled RALPH RElO'RO as a drifter who bad 
worked briefly at a service station in Joplin and aa 
a torner patron. COY said be bad not seen REHJ'RO in 
Joplin in over a year and did aot have the alighteat 
idea where RE!D'RO might be located at this tiae. 

On 5/22/68 IIELEW GLOYD, Cook, Helen's C.te. 
903½ Main, ■other-in-law o.f GEORGI WAYRE DOTY, wlM> was 
arrested by SA JOSEPH 'f. JACKSON on 12/28/67 for tbe 
armed robbery on 9/29/87 of the Scott Valley Baak, 
l'ort Jonea, California, advised she recalled RALPH 
RDFRO as a customer at the cafe when he bad been employed 
aa an attendant in an area service station. llra. GI.DVD 
said REltJ'RO had disappeared froa Joplin a year or ao 
ago and that sbe did not have the slightest idea u to 
his present location. 

ADKIJUSTRATIVE: 

On 5/22/68 ROBERT BEMTLE'f, Superiatendeat of 
Mails, advised no change of address cards had been filed 
by either !'.:ALPH RENFRO 01· EDA JE.A)t 'WHIPPLE, aka Mrs. 
Floyd Whipple, when they moved from 2124 Adele Street, 
Joplin, Missouri, and that the present location of tbeae 
individuals is unknown to him. 

LEADS: 

LOUISVILLE DIVISION 

At Lexington, Kentucky: 

1) Will, through CURTIS REIQ'RO, Standard Oil 
Company Service Station, endeavor to establish the wbereabouta 
of RALPH RDFR.O, whose interview is desired in order to 

s 
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KC 44-700 

determine i:r RALPH RENFRO did in :fact in theJJUJt employ 
JAUS RARL RAY in the furnace and beating business at 
Joplin. Missouri, and for any infurmation RAI .. PH RD'FRO 
may be able to supply regard:tng HAY's background and 
possible whereabout-11. 

2) Will, in the event investigation establishes 
cm,;TIS 'R'F.NFnO tn be unknown at Lexington, submit request 
to Bureau for approval for a searcll to be made through 
:records of Bal timcn·c Confidential SotJrce (FD-366~ as to 
RALPH TTENFHC, Soc 1a l Secur 1 ty Nmabet· I , in an 
effo~'t. to ,~tablish RENFUO's current or recent whe.reabouts. 

CllABA DIVISION 

At Ames, Iowa: 

1) Will, through established sources of inforution, 
lo::·ate and lnterview EHMA JEAN WHIPPLE. aka M!'s. Floyd 
Whipple• fo-:· the whereabouts of RALPH REN'FiW aa a 
possibility exists ItENFRO may have corresponded with 
Mrs. WHIPPLE after RENFRC left Joplin, Miseonri. 

2) Will, in tbe event Mrs. WHIPPLE is able tn 
f,y·nish the whereabouts of RA1'8 ffEJll"RC, set out lead 
to bave RENFRO inter-vtewed to determ ne if REKFRO did iu' 
fact in tbe past employ JAJIES EARL RAY at Joplin, IUesouri, 
and for any information RENFRO may be able to supply 
1~egarding RAY's background and possible whereabouts. 

ARMED AND DAMlEROUS • 
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Optional Form 10 · 
United States Goverrnment 

MEMORA:NDU M 

TO: ALL AGENTS DATE: 5/27 /68. 

RE: MURKIN 

Bureau radiogram to all offices 5/22/68 states 
as followsg 

lo RAY is kmowm to stay at "flophouses 9
q 

and lower class roomimg houseso All offices will furnish 
copy of ldeimtificatiom Order regarding RAY to Salvation 
Army amd other charitable type missionso 

2o All offices covering state capitalsj if 
mot already domie 9 will at drivers licemse bureau check 
all drivers lice~se applicatioEs ~or mo~ths of April a;md 
Mayj 1968j co~cernimg all male Caucasians over 30 years 
of age and umder 55 years 9 in view of fact it is 
possible subject secured drivers licemse usimg amother 
name other than aliases kmowmo As result of reviewimg these 
applicatioms 9 you should conduct appropriate imvestigatiom 
to determime if ailly such identical with subjecto 

3o Bureau letter to all offices 5/20/68 was 
emtitled q1ifU'RJ[IN; PUJBLICITY ON REWARDS OFFERED." That 
letter stated as follows: 

E~ch SAC and Legal Attache is instructed to 
promptly remimd their established cooperative,m.ews sources, 
.in a di,screet and tactful mam11er, of the exist,111ce of 
sui,stantial ,reward money for iimformatiom leadimg to the 
arrest allld con.victiolll of the killer of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER, 

·KINGo This mo~ey now totals at least $100 9 000. The . . 
FBl should not, however 9 be publicized as the source of this 
reminder. 

1 - SAC 
1 - ASAC 
1 - #3 Desk 
~ All Age!l\ts 

, L OJI 44-310--:Z lf-) 
C:sk~earche~d---­

(GO) Serialize1 ~S 
Indexed----­
File~d--~Y.._:.S.=---
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While the 1Blilreau 0 s coimtilrllUiil!.g policy is to 
encourage t~e public to furruish ilrllformatiolril to law 
enforcement authorities as a matter of good citize@ship 9 

without expectatio~ of firnarncial reward 9 it is fully 
recognized t~~t mo~etary rewards are ofte@ ~ecessary 
to motivate some il!l!dividualso The kl!l!o~ledge of the 
existence of the substantial rewards available in t~e 
MURKIN case could possibly pr@va of value irn the solu-tiolll. of 
this major imvestig;ati011o 

LEADS 

All Agernts will comply with l~ads Ill.umbered 
1 aX'lld 3 abmre o 

~:L LINCOLN=-2., NEBRASKA j). ~ .. DES MOI~!.~g_, IO!_A,:, 
Will j pursual!l!t To leaa ~2ff9 cl!ieci: state arive:rs Ticemise 
bureaus a!lll.d set out any logical le:adsi tlh.at may be 
developed" 

ARHED ill'D DANGEROUS. 
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PD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 
( " 

FBI 

Date: 5/28/68 

Transmit the following in ___ p....,T..,.,A_._,I.._.N~T ..... E .... X ..... T..__ ______________ ----1 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ___ T_E_L_E_T_YP_E __ _ URGENT 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -

TO: DIRECTOR 44-38861, SAC, DENVER, AND SAC, OKLAHOMA 

CITY 44-686. 

FROM: SAC, OMAHA 44-310 

MURKIN 

RE TELCALL FROM JOE KELLY, BUREAU SUPERVISOR, CIVIL RIGHTS 

DIVISION, TO OKLAHOMA CITY, MAY THREE LAST; OKLAHOMA CITY TEL 

TO BUREAU, MAY FOUR LAST; AND OKLAHOMA CITY AIRTEL TO BUREAU, 

MAY TWO FOUR LAST. 

FOR INFO OF DENVER OFFICE, INTERVIEW WITH CARMEN RAMAGE 

INDICATED ROBERT DALE PORTER, ASSOCIATE OF RAY AT MISSOURI 

STATE PENITENTIARY, TOLD HER THAT EX GUARD HAD OBTAINED UNIFORM 

USED BY RAY IN ESCAPE; AND INTERVIEW WITH PORTER NAMED EX GUARD 

JOHN STOUT AS PERSON SUPPLYING AMPHETAMINES TO RAY IN MISSOURI 

STATE PENITENTIARY. KELLY RijQUESTED IMMEDIATE DETERMINATION 

BE MADE WHETHER ABOVE-MENTIONED GUARDS IDENTICAL AND IF NOT 

EFFORTS BE MADE TO IDENTIFY UNKNOWN GUARD AND RESULTS 

FURNISHED BUREAU. 

CARMEN RAMAGE ADVISED OKLAHOMA CITY OFFICE PORTER DID 
< 

NOT MENTION NAME OF EX GUARD AND DID NOT MENTION EX GUARD 

1 - Memphis (AIR MAIL) 
(]) - Omaha Searche 
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F'D-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 
( 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in -------------=-----.,......,...---------, 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via _________ --------------,--;-------------; 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -

OM 44-310 

PAGE TWO 

SUPPLYING AMPHETAMINES TO RAY OR OTHER INMATES. EFFORTS TO 

LOCATE PORTER NEGATIVE AT WAVERLY, IOWA. 

ON INSTANT DATE JAMES LEEMON, BREMER COUNTY SHERIFF'S 

OFFICE, WAVERLY, IOWA, ADVISED HE WAS IN RECEIPT OF 

COMMUNICATION FROM SHERIFF'S OFFICE SHERIDAN, WYOMING 

INDICATING THAT ROBERT DALE PORTER IN CUSTODY AT SHERIDAN 

AND BEING HELD UNDER A CHARGE OF GRAND LARCENY. 

DENVER AT SHERIDAN, WYOMING, WILL INTERVIEW PORTER TO 

DETERMINE IDENTITY OF ABOVE-MENTIONED GUARDS. 

END 

AIR MAIL COPY OF MEMPHIS. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

Approved: __________ _ Sent ______ M Per ______ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 
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FBI OMAHA 

FBI KAN CITY 

619Pl•1 lfRGENT 5-29-68 EJ~T 

TO OMAHA AND t<1E...!1PHIS (44-1987) 

FROl"'l KAl.\lSAS CI TY ( 44- 760) 1 P 

LAST; i•lEi1PHl S TEL TODAY• 

JOE ,•ltH-JROE B.El\i.JS DOES NOT ;.'lt.:ET DESCRIPTION OF SUBJECT ACCORDING 

TO wITNESSES HJTE.RVIE ED AT LITWL'J CONSThUCTIO,IJ co., AND BLUE HAVEN 

.v10TEL, EL DOR,\Du., KS., TODAY• BrANS NOT IN EL DOfi.ADO A,'JD HIS 

v.ht.HEAbvUTS t"lAY BJ:, ASCERTAii~ED THRuUGrl HI s WIFE, WHO HAS PREVIOUSLY 

BEEN INTERVIEWED HY OMAHA• 

LEADS TO LOCi\TE fh..JD INTERVIl'.:~J BEANS THROUGH HIS WIFE BEING 

Ll:J:i'T TO THE DISCRETIOl''-l OF l"1E.i:1PHIS• -P-

IJS 

FBI 0,1AHA 

i 
J 
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/ 

S/29/68 

PLAINTEXT 

TELETYPE URGENT 

TO: DIRECTOR (~~-38861) and 
KANSAS CITY 

FROM: DENVER (157-203) 3P 

HURKIN 

RE OMAHA TELETYPE TO BUREAU, DENVER AND OKLAHOMA CITY DATED 

MAY TWENTY-EIGHT, LAST. 

ROBERT DALE PORTER, WHITE HALE, DOB 
~~~~~~~~~~~__J 

, INTERVIEWED THIS DATE AT SHERIDAN COUNTY JAIL, 
~~~~~__J 

SHERIDAN, WYOMING. ADVISES WAS IN MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY 

WITH RAY ON TWO OCCASIONS, FROM JULY,NINETEEN SIXTY-ONE TO 

SEPTEMBER OF NINETEEN SIXTY-TWO AND FROM MARCH TWO, NINETEEN SIXTY­

FOUR UNTIL RAY'S ESCAPE IN APRIL OF NINETEEN SIXTY-SEVEN. 

HE STATED THAT EX-GUARD JOHN STOUT SUPPLIED AMPHETAMINES FOR 

MANY OF THE CONVICTS AND THAT HE, PORTER, RAN A DELIVERY SERVICE 

FOR STOUT. HE STATED STOUT WAS FIRED IN ABOUT MARCH OR APRIL OF 

NINETEEN SIXTY-SEVEN. 

PORTER SAID THE RUMOR AT TIME OF RAY'S ESCAPE WAS THAT HE 

WALKED OUT THE FRONT GATE. HOWEVER, HE DOES 

END PAGE ONE 

l - Memphis (~~-1987) (AH) 
Oklahoma City (~--686) (AM) 
Omaha (~4-310) (AM) 
Denver GMM:imw (ll) 
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DN 1S7-203 

PAGE TWO 

SUPPOSEDLY IN A GUARD'S UNIFORM OR CIVILIAN CLOTHES. HE DOUBTS 

VERY SERIOUSLY IF STOUT COULD HAVE PROVIDED A UNIFORM FOR RAY AS 

STOUT WAS A GUARD AT THE HONOR FARM AND RAY WAS CONFINED IN PRISON 

PROPER. HE HAS NO IDEA WHO HIGHT HAVE SUPPLIED A UNIFORM FOR RAY 

BUT POINTED OUT THE PRISON LAUNDRY CONTAINS MANY UNIFORMS AND 

SUITS AND IS STAFFED ENTIRELY BY CONVICTS. HE SAID IT WOULD, 

THEREFORE, BE NO PROBLEM FOR A CONVICT TO OBTAIN A UNIFORM OR SUIT 

OF CLOTHES FROM THIS LAUNDRY. PORTER STATED THAT ALTHOUGH HE DOES 

NOT FEEL STOUT PROVIDED ANY ASSISTANCE IN RAY'S ACTUAL ESCAPE, 

THAT HE FELT CERTAIN RAY WOULD HAVE CONTACTED STOUT FOR ASSISTANCE 

AFTER LEAVING THE PRISON. 

PORTER STATED THAT TWO FORKER CIVILIAN KITCHEN WORKERS AT THE 

MISSOURI STATE PEN ALSO RAN AMPHETAMINES FOR THE CONVICTS AND 

WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY HAVE BEEN WELL KNOWN BY RAY. THEY ARE FIRST 

NAME UNKNOWN WHITE, A NEGRO, AND FIRST NAME UNKNOWN SHEPPARD. 

PORTER CONTINUED THAT RAY WAS A VERY QUIET MAN, DID NOT 

ASSOCIATE WITH MANY INDIVIDUALS, AND THAT UNDOUBTEDLY HIS BEST 

FRIEND AT THE MISSOURI STATE PEN WAS NEIL AEBY. PORTER BELIEVES 

AEBY HAS BEEN REL.EASED FROM THE MISSOURI STATE PEN BUT IS CURRENTLY 

END PAGE TWO 
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DN 157-203 

PAGE THREE 

IN THE COLE COUNTY JAIL AT JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI, FIGHTING 

EXTRADITION TO TEXAS. 

KANSAS CITY, AT JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI, IMMEDIATELY ATTEMPT 

TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEW JOHN STOUT, FNU WHITE, FNU SHEPPARD, AND 

NEIL AEBY. 

END. 

FD THREE ZERO TWO FOLLOWS. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

AIRMAIL COPY SENT MEMPHIS, OKLAHOMA CITY AND OMAHA. 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: MAY 31, 1968 

Transmit the following in --------::-=P=-=LA==I=N:-=T:.=E::::X~T ________ _...,l 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

TELETYPE Via _______ _ URGENT 
--------------,---------J (Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -
TO: KANSAS CITY (44-760) 

FROM: OMAHA (44-~10) 

MURKIN 00:MEMPHIS BUFILE: 44-38861 

RE KANSAS CITY AIRTEL TO LOUISVILLE DATED MAY TWENTY-POUR, 

LAST. 

THIS DATE AMBROSE MELLON, TWO ONE EIGHT SEVENTH STREET, 

AMES, IOWA, ADVISED THAT EKKA JEAN WHIPPLE RESIDES WITH HIM 

AT THE ABOVE ADDRESS BUT THAT SHE IS CURRENTLY IN JOPLIN, 

MISSOURI, TO ATTEND HER ILL MOTHER, MRS. ETTA MC GINNES, WHO 

RESIDES AT TWO ZERO EIGHT NORTH MC COY, JOPLIN, MISSOURI. 

WHIPPLE MAY BE STAYING AT HER :B'ODEJl/RESIDENCE TWO ONE TWO 

POUR DALE, JOPLIN, MISSOURI. 

HE HAS HEARD WHIPPLE MENTION RENFRO BUT KNOWS NO 

INFOIIIIATION REGARDING RENFRO OR ASSOCIATES. ~ 
KANSAS CITY AT JOPLIN, MISSOURI, WILL INTERVIEW EMMA JEAN 

WHIPPLE AKA MRS. FLOYD WHIPPLE, FOR WHEREABOUTS OF RALPH RENFRO 

AND SET OUT LEADS TO HAVE RENFRO INTERVIEWED TO DETERMINE IF 

RENFRO DID, IN THE PAST, EMPLOY JAMES EARL RAY AT JOPLIN AND 

FOR INFORMATION REGARDING BACKGROUND AND WHEREABOUTS OF RAY. 

AIR MAIL COPIES TO LOUISVILLE AND MEMPHIS. R\nned and D11..1,/{i1H'\!i-1,:, 

0~ '-~~~~ 
/ 

Per_. _____ _ 

,1y-3/!J - Jf7 
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FBI OMAHA 

FBI i'1El'1PHI S 

" 431PM URGENT 6-3-68 SAB 

FROt-1 MEl'".IPHI S 44- 198 7 1 P 

MURK IN• 

RE KANSAS CITY TEL TO OMAHA, i>lAY TWENTY NINE, LAST• 

OMAHA WILL RE-INTERVIEW THE WIFE OF JOE MONROE 

BEANS RE LOCATION OF_ BEANS AND THEREAFTER SET FORTH 

LEAD TELY ELIMINATED• 

KANSAS CITY ADVISED ARi~ED AND DANGEROUS• 

p. Ei.\!D• 

KAS 

FBI W4AHA 

~/·!~· .. > ·_,,3/ 0 -';? · · 
SEARCHED · ·, N · 
SERIAIJ 

id {~l--+7'--1'!!1" .. ~Q....11; 
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JAMES EARL RAY, also known as Eric Starvo Galt,i 
Harvey Lowmyer, John. Willard, James McBride, ' 
James Walton, W. C. Herron and James O'Conner. 

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison ercrpre, sought under the 
alias Erle Starvo Galt in connection with the gurtshot slaying of 
civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is one of the FBI's 
"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives." FBI Direct.or J. Edgar Hoover 
ordered the special addi~ion of Ray to the "'!pp Ten" list to insure 
widespread disseminatiop. of Ray's photogral>h and description to 
gpeed his location. · 

Ray has been intensively sought since the murder of Dr. King 
on April 4, 1968, as He stood·on the balcony of a Memphis, Ten­
nessee, motel. An ~ustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing 
latent fingerprints uncovered in the Dr. King Qase against finger­
prints of over 53,000 persons on whom wanted notices were posted •. 
determined that Galt and Ray are identical. 

A Federal warrant, issued at BirmingJ:iam, Alabama, on April 
17, 1968, charges Ray, under the alias of Galt, with conspiring to. 
interfere with a Constitutional Right of a citizen. Ray, who 
escaped on April 23, 1967, from the Missouri State Penitentiary, is 
also sought for unlawful flight to avoid confinement fot robbery. 
His long criminal record also includes convictions for burglary and 
forging U.S. '.Postal Money Orders. _. , • 

A white Amerioan, bom in Alton, IDinois, on March 10, 1928, 
Ray is 5'10" tall, weighs 163 to 174 POunds, has blue eyes ahd short 
brown hair. He has a nervous habit of tugging at _an ear lobe and 
his left . ear protrudes noticeably. Known as · a. "loner'' and 
"drifter," Ray has worked as a baker, laborer ancl e:olor matcher. 
He has taken dancing lessons and completed a course at a 8Chool 
of bartending, . · . . . 

Consider _Ray armed and extremely dangerous .. ~rt any'~ . 
-~~tl!>n concerning him to the'nearest P'BI offl~ · · -~ 

6 
The Altoona Herald 
Altoona, Iowa 

5-23-68 

44-310 - ;) (9 
SEARCHED ............ .INDEXEDp""""" 

l:l',-·c-
SEftlALIZED ...... ,,?, .. Fl LED. ............... , .... . 

JUN :~ 1968 
FBI-OMAHA 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



BUREAU OF THE CHIEF POSTAL INSPECTOR 
OPEN CORRESPONDENCE CLUB INVESTIGATIONS - MAY - 1968 

Correspondence Club 

Atlanta, Georgia Division 

RJS 

The Register 

Enterprises of America 

His and Her Club 

ABC Publications 

Jean Marie 

Rebel Florida 

Kay Manor 

Fort Worth, Texas Division 

Sterling Action Club 

F and T 

? 

Horizons Correspondence 
Club 

Boston, Massachusetts Division 

Nutmeg Press 

Kitten Club 

Action Relationships 

Arthur A. Swanson 

Jane Weton 

Case No. 

Columbia, S. C. 364-00188-E 

Delray Beach, Fla. 364-00839-E 

Pinellas Park, Fla. 364-01459-E 

Savannah, Ga. 36:4-03123-E 

Hollywood, Fla. 364-03126-E 

Orlando, Fla. 364-03137-E 

Orlando, Fla. 364-41602-E 

Miami, Fla. 364-48750-E 

Corpus Christi, Tx. 364-39986-E 

Fort Worth, Tx. 

Fort Worth, Tx. 

Dallas, Tx. 

364-40081-E 

364-40330-E 

364-40389-E 

Grosv2nor Dale, Ct. 364-23774-E 

~orth Ada~s, Mass. 364-30737-E 

Bostc:-i, ~lass. 364-42967-E 

_3o .sto:i., °:'·~SS. 364-43051-E 

Boston, :fass. 364-43137-E 

Inspector 

Bullard 

Marquette 

" 

Capps 

Marquette 

t1 

Richie 

Marquette 

Marsh 

" 

" 

" 

Allain 

" 

" 

" 
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OPEN CORRESPONDENCE CLUB INVESTIGATIONS (Continued) 

Correspondence Club 

Chicago, Illinois Division 

Carlton Enterpris~s 

Social Exchange Publishing 

Arnold J. Madiol 

Martin's 

Random House 

Cincinnati, Ohio Division 

. Swinger's Travel & 
Vacation Club 

Vigo Villa 

Kansas City, Missouri Division 

Swinging Set 

Club Lolita 

New York, New York Division 

Ram Enterprises 

Pace Setter Corp. 

Black Book 

City 

Chicago, Ill. 

" " 

Grand Haven, Mich. 

Detroit, Mich. 

Warren, Mich. 

Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Terre Haute, Ind. 

Kansas City, Mo. 

Kansas City, Mo. 

New York, NY 

Brooklyn, NY 

New York, NY 

Case No. 

364-01633-E 

364-01637-E 

364-43568-E 

364-43569-E 

364-48063-E 

364-27059-E 

364-28234-E 

364-ll096-E 

364-382ll-E 

364-32101-E 

364-32705-E 

364-32822-E 

Inspector 

Hinckley 

" 

Potts 

" 

Hinckley 

Herzog 

Herzog 

Fay 

Fay 

Miller 

Miller 

Dolan 
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. OPEN CORRESPONDENCE CLUB INVESTIGATIO;JS (Continued) 

Correspondence Club Citv 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania Division 

Mixer 

Select Club 

Frenchy 

Trenton, NJ 

Camden, NJ 

Chinchilla, Pa. 

Enola, Pa. 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

York, Pa. 

Case No. 

364-00460-E 

364-22100-E 

364-44883-E 

364-45329-E 

364-45370-E 

364-45500-E 

Swinger's Life 

The In Crowd 

Club Ecstasy 

Stonehill Studios Berkeley Heights,NJ 364-48312-E 

Saint Louis, Missouri Division 

R JS 

Ron Williams 

Saint Paul, Minnesota Division 

The Group 

Action 

Davenport, Iowa 

Saint Louis, Ho. 

Wayzata, :Minn. 

St. Paul, Minn. 

San Francisco, California Di~i~icn 

A to Z Club 

Ad Reply Service 

The Group 

Los A~Jeles, Cal. 

Van. Nuys, Cal. 

Los Ang~les, Cal. 

364-46385-E 

364-46572-E 

364-39222-E 

364-47443-E 

364-21863-E 

364-38729-E 

364-38802-E 

Inspector 

Similes 

Ferguson 

Similes 

Ferguson 

" 

" 

Kallies 

Wensman 

" 

Gosnell 

Gosnell 

Poindexter 

n 

Vanden Bosch 
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OPEN CORRESPONDENCE CLUB INVESTIGATIONS (Continued) 

Correspondence Club Case No. 

San Francisco, California Division (Continued) 

The National Clos~ Up 

Jan 

Reynolds Machinery 

Tape Club 

North Hollywood, 
Cal. 

Reno, Nevada 

Los Angeles, Cal. 

" " " 

364-38870-E 

364-38993-E 

364-39006-E 

364-41205-E 

Swinging Sam Young Ontario, Cal. 364-41386-E 

Swingers Club Santa Monica, Cal. 364-41403-E 

United World Publications San Diego, Cal. 364-41409-E 

Sincerely Yours Club La Puenta, Cal. 364-44006-E 

Phi Pi Eps~lon Los Angeles, Cal. 364-44144-E 

Modern Enterprises Los Angeles, Cal. 364-44296-E 

Japan International 

Rem.co 

Blue Star 

James L. Hubbel 

The Local Swinger 

Donald Fickes 

Sir, Inc. 

Le Group 

Roberta Perkins 

Kinsey Club 

Newport Beach, Cal. 364-44297-E 

Las Vegas, Nevada 

Reno, Nevada 

Strathsore, Cal. 

Downey, Cal. 

Van :'luys, Cal. 

Sari.ta Rosa, Cal. 

San Diego, Cal. 

364-44337-E 

364-44412-E 

364-44539-E 

364-44606-E 

364-44660-E 

364-44661-E 

364-44686-E 

364-44696-E 

364-44745-E 

Inspector 

Poindexter 

Lawrence 

Poindexter 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

Vanden Bosch 

" " 

Poindexter 

" 

" 

" 

Vanden Bosch 

Poindexter 
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.OPEN CORRESPONDENCE CLUB INVESTIGATIONS (Continued) 

Correspondence Club 

Washin~ton, D. C. Division 

Richard Stanley 

David C. Bohner 

Mr. and Mrs. E. King 

City Case No. 

Charleston, W. Va. 364-28406-E 

Washington, D. C. 364-28571-E 

Hagerstown, Md. 364-29026-E 

Inspector 

Bradley 

Bradley 

Bennett 
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5/31/68 

AIR'l'EL 

TO: DDECTCa, FBI (44•38861) 

FR<»t: SAC, vro (44-703) CP > 
MURKIN 

leATte1 to Bu dated 5/23/68 requeatlng VFO obtain 
fr• Postal Inapectol: 1 ll>C, a. llat of all obscene pen•pal clubs 
in the United States presently under inveatlgatlon by the Poat 
Office Department. 

3• Bureau (Encl. 2) 
2• Atlanta (44•2386) (Enclo 2) (AM) 
2• Baltimore (44-669) (Encl. 2) 
2• Boston (Encl. 2) 
2• C2alcago (44•1114) (Incl. 2) 
2• Clnc:lnaatl (157•1893) (Incl. 2) 
2• ColUllbla (Jracl. 2) 
2• Dallu (44•2649) (J:ncl. 2) C.U0 
2-- Detroit (44-989) (Incl. 2) 
2• Bouaton (44•1S09) (Encl. 2) 
2• lnclianapolla (Bncl. 2) 
2• Xaaaaa City (44-760) CBncl. 2) 
2• Lu Yegu (Incl. 2) (AM) 
2• Loa ~le• (44-1574) (Bncl.. 2) (AM) 
2• Miami Encl. 2) (AH) · 
2• Maalpbia (44•1987) <Encl. 2) 
2• Mlnne.Ua (Incl. 2) (AM) 
2• Rellark (44•854) (Encl. 2) 
2• Rew Daven (157•818) (Incl. 2) ·t· Rew York Cit, (44•1609) (Incl. 2) 
2• Onahe (Encl. 2) (AM) 

• Phlledelphla (44•1368) (Bncl. 2) 
2• Pittsburgh (44•578) (Incl. 2) 
2• Sacramento ( 100"'427) (Encl. 2) (AK) 
Copy count contlimecl on next page 
l• wro 
SHR:age 
(GO) -

ADJEL 

~'-f-31 D -~/ 
SEARCHEO~NOEXED 
SEBIALIZED~fll£D~ 

JUN 3 1968 I 
H~ 
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VFO 44•703 

( 
) 
J 

2• Sto Louis (44-775) (Encl. 2) (AM) 
2• San Diego (Encl. 2) (AM) 
2• San Francisco (173•65) (Encl. 2) (AM) 
2- Savannah (Encl. 2) 
2• Tampa (157•3231( F.ncl. 2) (AM) 

Encloaed beNlrlth for each offlce listed below bolng 
lead• in their dlvlslon m:e two copies each conalatlng of fl:n 
pagee 11blch contet.n 11st of cccreapondaace ol.uba uncle Poat 
Offlca llwutlptlon. 

Alao encloaed. fe tnfonatlon l• O!l1e copy each for 
Bureau, Hellphu ad Atlanta. 

Office■ conrlng Headquartc.-a din■lona of Poat:al 
lnapectora will c:ontac:t division ohlefa fc addNaM8 and other 
ldantlfyt.ng tnf_....tlon reprdlna the clu'ba liatecl and fumlab 
aucb lnf.,.tlon to ot:ber l'BI fle1d. offlcu.for further llwutl• 
gatlon wbe,:e appropriate. 

All offices Wng c1ub8 wt.thin their diYl■lon will 
tbenafte conduct appropriate t.meatlgattoa to determine if 
abject JAHIS URL RAY la • _,,_. C baa ... coneapoadecl 
vlth that club. 

Dlac:retion llbauld be used with Uata being furnished and 
source of apnq furnlahtng liat arholald not be dlac1o•ac1. 

AIMID All> D.AIGBROOS 

- 2. 
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MEMO 

SA,, ONAHA(44-310) 5/31/68 

SA, W': ;}-;ON J. OGREN 

MURKIN 

Re memo of 5/27/68, following by[. HAi_J.10N _i. OGRSN: 

CW'.RLE..<:.: H. S.',;E:, City Mis::ion a.nd PHYL;_,I~ J. PHIL ,IPS, Salv2tion 
army w.:re furnished an IO of subject • 

Editor BILL W. KREIFEL, Lincol 1 Journal was advised of the 
$1,JO, 000 reward for ti,e killer of Martin Luther King. 

The request to check drivers licenses will not be covered as it 
is irnposd ble to do so. NebraskA Drivers lieenses c•re filed acorcling to 
a phonetic code and i.-'re not oiled by date of purchase or expiration and 
all licenses for a pt:: .... son afe filed in one jacket und<cr his nrune. l'1any 
times drivers licenses. do not reEich ccntrel DMV files for 2 or 3 mo1iths 
AnG then they remamn unfiled at DMV for a month or co. Also un<ler the 
new :.. .wa driver'° lict::nse.s eix:pire on birthdates waidt would nUike one 
sixt~l of the tot2l D.Ls for th~, state is ued durin

0 
1968, May an<l June. 

Therefore ia order to check it would be necessrry to physically check 
each license file in l\ebraska. 

(2) HJO 
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5/30/68 

TO: SAC, O:vi:AHA 

FROM: SA ROBERT P. CAMPBELL (44-310) 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

On 5/28/68, DONALD P. ASHER, Station Agent, Ozark Airlines, 
Sioux City, Iowa, was contacted concerning his telephone call to 
the Omaha Office regarding an individual by the name of JA~IBS F. RAY 
that had purchased a ticket the evening of 5/27/68, for a flight 
to Los Angeles. 

Mr. ASHER stated this individual gave his address as 2008 
S. Wayland, Sioux Falls, South Dakota and paid for his ticket by 
check on the Northwest National Bank, Colonial Branch, Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, exhibiting a drivers license for identification. The 
man had been drinking and was somewhat intoxicated, but by flight time 
he seemed to be alright. Mr. ASHER stated he didn't think much about 
the man until a call was received by Continental Airlines in Denver, 
the connecting line to Los Angeles, concerning some incident the 
man had created by his drinking. Mr. ASHER stated then it hit him that 
the man that shot KING was a JAMES RAY and this is MXKKwhat prompted 
his call. 

Mr. ASHER was shown Wanted Flyer 442-A and after viewing 
the photographs of JAMES EARL RAY he stated the photographs did not 
resembleK the JAMES F. ~U\Y that purchased a ticket from him. 

(2) 
RPG 

ff 3 o -~ cJ.S-3 
SEARCHED___,._INDEXED 
SERIALIZED~FILED ~ 

JUN 4 1968 
FBI-OMAHA 
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TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

l 
5010-108-01 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC PAUL C. YOUNG (44-310) 

ASAC ROBERT RUSS FRANCK 

MURKIN 

DATE: 6/4/68 

SAC ROBERT G. JENSEN, Memphis Office, telephonically 
advised this date that Assistant Director NICHOLAS CALLAHAN 
had called him stating that HOSEA WILLIAMS, leader of the 
Poor Peoples March demonstration in Washington, D. C., had 
raised allegations concerning FBI investigation of the KING 
matter. WILLIAMS stated that if the FBI spent as much time 
investigating the KING matter as they do in investigating 
the Poor Peoples Marchers, the case would be solved. 

SAC JENSEN states that Mr. TOLSON has instructed 
that at 2:30 p.m., Washington time, he wants the May, 1968, 
cost data figures re the MURKIN case. SAC JENSEN said that 
we should immediately compile such data and telephonically 
furnish it to SA GYLFE, Memphif, so that this deadline could 
be met. I assured him this would be done. 

SAC JENSEN further requested that I relay Assistant 
Director CALLAHAN's instructions to Oklahoma City, St. Louis 
and Kansas City. I immediately contacted Supervisor J. GRIIIES, 
Oklahoma City; SAC THOMAS J. GEARTY, St. Louis Office; and 

~AC MASON G. WORKING, Kansas City Office, and furnished them 
the above instructions. All stated they would immediately 
comply and furnish IIURKIN cost data to SA GYLFE in Memphis. 

I immediately contacted SA CARROLL, who was at Offutt 
Air Force Base, and instructed him to return to the office 
and compile the necessary data at once. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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6/4/68 

AIRTEL 

TO: SAC, DIIPBIS (44-1987) 

FROM: SAC, OMARA (44-310) (P) 

SUBJECT: IIURXIB 
COST DATA 

Re Meaphis airtel to Albany dated 4/19/68, bearing 
above caption. 

The estiJDated cost data during May, 1968, in this 
case for the Omaha Division was as follows: 

(1) Man hours spent on case: 

Regular overtime Total 
Hours Hours Hours 

(a) Special 
Agents 280 45 325 

(b) Clerical 
&nployeea 40 0 40 

(2) Estimated mileage of Bucars: 1475 miles 

(3) Unusual expense - estimated additional 
telephone expense in Resident Agencies: $75.00 

(4) Peak nwnber of Special Agents working 
on case: 30 

ABMIID ARD DA:NGEROUS. 

- Memphia 
- Omaha <:,/jj 

Above data telephonically furnished SA ANDREW SLOAN, 
Memphis Office, 12:25 p.m., 6/4/68. 

Searched. ___ _ RRF 
Serialized Q 

1 Indexed Filed --}~I"""-.;;:.._'_. --
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

( ( 

FBI 

Date: 6/5/68 

Transmit the following in ____ P_LA_I_NT_E_XT ____________ ___, 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via __ T_E_LETY __ P_E _______________ IIR_GE_:N_fT ____ ___,j 

(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -
TO: KANSAS CITY 

FROM: OIIABA (44-310) 

IIUIUCIN. 00 IIDPBI S • 

RB OMAHA TEL TO KANSAS CITY MAY TDNTYTBREE LAST AND 

IIEIIPBIS TEL TO OMAHA JUD THREE LAST. 

RE IIEIIPBIB TEL REQUESTED JOE MONROE BEANS BE LOCATED AND 

INTERVIEWED AND COMPLETELY ELIMIHATED. MRS. LA VOlflfE BEAKS, 

AMHERST, NEBRASKA, ADVISED HER BUSBAim, JOE M. BEANS, STILL 

EMPLOYED SKELLY REFINERY, EL DORADO, ICA1fSAS, A1fD LIVI1fG AT 

BLUE HAVEN MOO'EL IN EL DORADO, AND BE WORKS A HIGHT SHIFT. 

ICA1fSAS CITY IIOIEDIATELY CONTACT BEAMS AT BLUE HAVEN 

MOTEL IR EL DORADO AND INTERVIEW AS A SUSPECT. 

AIR MAIL COPY TO IIEJIPBIS. 

~- Memphis (Air Mail) (44-1987) 
\.J)- Omaha 

JRP:erb 
<2> searched : 

\Jut.-L__ serialized /C> 
Indexed.--------
Filed M'i 

I 
Approved: --S-p-ec-i-al_A_g-en_t_i~1--C1+fa-rg_e_ 

I 
JI:~✓ 

Per-+-,------
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PD-280 :Rev, 8-28-58) 

DECODED COPY 

fill Radio 6-6-68 

TO: ALL FIELD DIVISIONS 

FROM: DIRECTOR 

MURKIN. 

FOR INFORMATION ALL OFFICES AND NOT TO BE DISCLOSED TO ANYONE 

OUTSIDE OF OFFICE IT HAS BEEN DETERMINED THROUGH INVESTIGATION THAT 

SUBJECT JAMES EARL RAY RESIDED IN CANADA FROM APRIL EIGHT SI 

- EIGHT UNTIL MAY SIX 

RAMON GEORGE 

MAY SIX LAST 

EIGHT UNDER NAMES 

DEPARTED CANADA FOR LONDON, ENGLAND, ON 

BELIEVED USING CANADIAN PASSPORT IN THAT 

NAME. SUBJE~T BELIEVED TO BE WEARING GLASSES. 

IN VIEW OF ABOVE DEVELOPMENTS REVIEW OF DRIVER'S LICENSE BUREAU 

RIATE STOPS WITH BORDER AND CUSTOM AUTHORITIES UNDER NAME OF RAMON 

GEORGE SNEYD. NO INDICATION WHATSOEVER SHOULD BE GIVEN THAT THERE IS ANY 

CONNECTION BETWEEN SNEYD AND KING ASSASSI.NATION. YOU MAY ADVISE 

AUTHORITIES THAT INDIVIDUAL USING NAME SNEYD IS BEING SOUGHT BY FBI FOR 

UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID CONFINEMENT FOR CHARGE OF ROBBERY. 

FOR INFORMATION OF BORDER OFFICES THERE IS ACTUAL PERSON RESIDING 

IN TORONTO, CANADA, ~HO IS EMPLOYED BY TORONTO POLICE DEPARTMENT-NAMED 

RAMON GEORGE SNEYD. THIS INDIVIDUAL'S NAME AND DATE OF BIRTH USED B~ 

If the intellig~nce contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased m order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems, 
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SUBJECT IN OBTAINING PASSPORT. THIS tS FOR YOUR INFORMATION IN EVENT 

BORDER STOPS DISCLOSE THAT INDIVIDUAL NAMED SNEYD IS ENTERING YOUR 

TERRITORY. COPIES MAILED WFO. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

TOR: 1:53 PM RTB 
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