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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION - :
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum = ,

TO - :_ SAC, Richmond DATE: April 29, 1968

\

/m : Director, FBI / 373

susjecT: JAMES EARL RAY, aka - FUGITIVE
O. #4182; W. F. #442-A )
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY;
INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ARMED ROBBERY
"TEN MOST WANTED FUGITIVES' PROGRAM
~NE—WSPAEERWMAT -

Being forwarded under separate cover is a supply of
newspaper mats and proofs for expeditious distribution to all
cooperative daily and weekly newspapers in your territory. Additional
publications such as shoppers' guides should not be overlooked in
obtaining the greatest possible publicity regarding this fugitive.

In most cases, these mats and proofs may be distrinited
by mail but when circumstances warrant they may be personally delivered
by Special Agents. A form letter over the signature of the Special Agent
in Charge may be utilized in distributing this material by mail and this
letter should point out that the FBI is requesting the aid of the Nation's
press in bringing about the prompt apprehensmn of this badly sought
fug1t1ve . _

Prompt distribution should be made a.nd additional
supplies, if needed, are available at the Buréau; ' The following number
of mats and proofs are bemg forwarded to your off1ce under separate
cover: 150. _ .

As an additional means of securing widespread publicity
concerning Ray, offices covering the place of publication of magazines
which have previously cooperated in publicizing FBI fug1t1ves should
request the assistance of such publications in carrying an article on cap-
tioned fugitive, The Bureau press release, copies of which are available
in each office,along with a glossy photograph of this fugitive can be
furnished. The earliest possible utilization of this material should be

encouraged and special attentmn should be given to publications aimed

at minority groups. - /
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UNI? STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUZRICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Rz "Richmond, Virginia -
In Reply, Please Refer to e e D o

File No.- p - May 3, 1968

TO ALL NEWSPAPERS

»e

RE: JAMES EARL RAY, aka - FUGITIVE
- I. 0. #4182; W, F, #l2-A
; CIVIL RIGHTS =~ CONSPIRACY
; INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ARMED ROBBERY
‘ ’ “TEN MOST WANTED FUGITIVES" PROGRAM
. /
i . ,..-_,/

. Enclosed herewity are: a newspaper mat and proof
concerning captioned in'ividual who is being sought in
connection with the recent shooting of Rev. Dr., Martin
Luther Klng, Jr., at Meﬁphis, ‘Tennessee, on April 4, 1968,

‘Ray has been added to the FBI's "Ten Most Wanted ‘
Fugitives" program, and the FBI is requesting the assistance, .
and aid of the nation'e Press in bringing about the prompt
apprehension of this b%dly sought fugitive, "~

It would be mast appreciated if the enclosed
material could be pladed in an early issue of your publi-
cation and, if possiblie,. that the" material be republished
from time to time thezyafter. '

Your cooperat{on in this matter is greatly
‘ appreciated.

1

]

|  Very truly yours, . , 5
{ /= ; L
] W@W
’ - 4

| ROWLAND C., HALSTEAD.
( Special Agent in Charge

i - A11 Newspapers (Encls. 2)
(72y= Richmond

- 66-2338) "
MEL‘WSK- - 657) .j
' - wfém«-& a*@
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wONTED BY THE®B!

JAMES EARL RAY, also known as Eric Starvo Galt,
Harvey Lowmyer, John Willard, James McBride,
James Walton, W. C. Herron and James O’Conner.

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee, sought under the
alias Erie Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of
civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is one of the FBI's
“Ten Most Wanted Fugitives.,” FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover
ordered the special addition of Ray to the “Top Ten” list to insure
widespread dissemination of Ray’s photograph and description to
speed his location.

Ray has been intensively sought since the murder of Dr. King
on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the balcony of a Memphis, Ten-
nessee, motel. An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing
latent fingerprints uncovered in the Dr, King case against finger-
prints of over 53,000 persons on whom wanted notices were posted,
determined that Galt and Ray are identical.

A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April
17, 1968, charges Ray, under the alias of Galt, with conspiring to
interfere with a Constitutional Right of a citizen. Ray, who
escaped on April 23, 1967, from the Missouri State Penitentiary, is
also sought for unlawful flight to avoid confinement for robbery.
His long eriminal record also includes convietions for burglary and
forging U.S. Postal Money Orders.

A white American, born in Alton, Illinois, on March 10, 1928,
Ray is 5'10’" tall, weighs 163 to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and short
brown hair. He has a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and
his left ear protrudes noticeably. Known as a “loner” and
“drifter,” Ray has worked as a baker, laborer and color matcher.
He has taken dancing lessons and completed a course at a school
of bartending.

Consider Ray armed and extremely dangerous,
formation concerning him to the nearest FBI offi & ¢ ARCHED
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KX 44- 6“5 PAGE 3 : . T >

- N 2 , - . N o

ON w?Lr-om FROM SHIELDS NURSING HOME, LATE AUGUST.

'.

sixf¥fsivgwf ”IL&S VLSITED LEWISES IN CHATTANOGGA FOR

TﬁO'QR THREE DAYvéLRIOD:" LEWISES Dza.wd? HEAR FROM S
NILES FROM AUGe SIXTY SEV@N; UNTIL«HE‘APPEAR55<UNQENQU$¢ED
CHAT%ANOOGA ON'JAN. TEN LASTﬁ NiLEé REPORTED HE EAD'SEEN o -
"legmg AT -ANP HEAD@UART@ES}VDALLQSg TEKAS: NILES- ?EMAIN£D  |
INaDRUN%EN s?updé AT HOTEL PLAZA cmgf%AwaQ@A} TENN{:_
ﬂJAﬂ:‘Tg& O stgT_oa‘Jéwn TQ@R}jEJ LAS?§ HHEN MR | waslll( .
FAID HIS HOTEL BILL> PURCHASED BUS TICKET AND PLACED -
7N;LES ON BUS ENQQUTE‘QRLING?QN{ VA. WEiﬁ;m FEW DAYS
FOLLOWING His DéPA%TUREJ LEWISES:RECEiV@D IN?OQMA?iQN"' L

NILES CONFINED TO PSYCHIATE w@aa; EﬁéTu  ‘STATE IOSPifﬁifli“ ) o

'DRAWERHA» BUTLDTNG TEN WILLZAMSBURE: UA«; WHER HE

= e . ;o N
REPORTEDLY WAS STILL CONFINED AS OF QY ALQ_Lmsha»m~— . . \
e I - Co , .
- LEWIS ADVISED HE AND WIFE RESIDED GRAND BAY, ALne, g
| B . B -
MAY, NINETEEN SIXTY-THREE UNTIL SERT. sr/?v/szx, WHERE

LEWIS EMPLOYED AS TEACHER. ON FEW OCCASIONS DUW}NC‘THIS

. END PAGE 2
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PERIOD, ROCKUWELL. NILES AND CURRENT LEADER OF ANFJ

KAYLE (PHONETIC)» WOULD STOP BY LEWIS' RESIDENCE FOR ‘ -

NILE TO HAVE BRIEF VISIT WITH HIS DAUGHTER. LEYWIS
STATES DOES NOT BELIEVE NILES CAPABLE OF RESORTING TO
TO—PH?SICAL VIOLENCE BUT HAS INDICATED REPEATEDLY HE WANTS

. ) ) .
TO RE MARTYR. LEWIS FIRMLY BELIEVES NILES WANTS TO BE

' N . ) e -

KILLED AS MARTYR FOR SOME CAUSE. NILES HAS THREATENED

SUICIDE ON NUMEROUS OCCASIONS OVER PAST SEVERAL Y ARSf

%

53]

LEWIS AND WIFE HAVE CONTINUALLY BEEN,EMBARRASSED
BY NILES FOR NUMBER OF YEARS ANDON LAST VISITs JAN.-
SIXTY-EIGHT». ®WOULD NOT PERMIT HIM IN THEIR RESIDENCE.
LEWIS COULD ONLY FUﬁNfSH GENERAL INFQRMAT;ON RE NILES | -
_ACTEVITIES: ALTHOUCGH LEWIS MARRiEé CECILIA NILES IN .

NINETEEN FIF

~

Y EIGHT, HE DID NOT MEET NILES UNTIL ABOUT
SIXTY-THO OR SIXTY-THREE. LEWIS STATES ANY DISCUSSION i

WITH HIS WIFE. NILES' DAUGHTER, PHYSICALLY AND MENTALLY

3

»

DISTRESSES HER. LEVIS REQUESTED THAT HIS WIFE NOT RBE

END RAGE 4
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KX 44-696  PAGE S
INTERVIEVED RE MILES . LEWIS VERY COOPERATIVE BUT pOES.
NOT WANT TO CAUSE HIS wzst ANY MORE @RIEF,OVER.ACTIVITIES
OF HER FATHER AND DEFINITELY DOES NOT HANT INQUIRY AT,
CHATTANOOGA THAT WOULD Bu-uérﬂw{L 0 THEIR GOOD_REPUTATION

CAND HIS EMPLOYMEN%: .
EWIS STATED NILES HAD PHOTOGRAPHIC SHOP, TNy UNKNO W
CITY DURING WORLD WAR 11, THEN SPENT QDN@LQ&RABLw TIME
+  IN ALASKA FGLLowiNG WORD WAR d@: AL SO EEPORTED‘TO"BE

LEADING SALESMAN 1IN v-sl

<}

i

SELLING ENGYCLOPEDTAS TN wzrzw““f OF CLEVEL AND AND_:;

CINCINNATI» OHIO, NINETEEN S§XTY—0VE ﬁR SIATyide}"HE

THEN SUFFERED ONE OF HIS MORE SEVERE MENTQL‘bISORbERS;,

FOLLOWING WHICH HE JOINED ANP ABOHL NINE E?ﬂ’S}%TY;TWO

OR SIKTYfTHﬁgE:

REGISTRATION CAR, HOTEL.PLAZA, CHATTANOOGA, Tﬁmwgf 3

REFLECTS NILES REGISTERED A3 FRANK He ﬁngs;,THREE'FIVE .
.'ZERO~SiX LINDE % 00D AUE:}.DALLAS} ‘“4%, ARRIVING NINE

TWENTY-ELGHT ?:M: JANAV?EN LAST AND DEPARTING TEN THIRTY

THO Pat. JAN. THI Rfv"w LAST.

END PAGE 5-

I ] /
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Lﬂﬁ Haﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬂﬂ INTERWIEW BR» QFHUG EiEGK% EE'HILES»

RIGHHON@ AT NiLLIAMSBURGs VA»; WILL VERIF? FAGT

dPEANK H- NILES HAS BEEN PATIENT QT EASTERN_SERE ROSPIT&L:

&
FROM. JAN. LAST TO PRESENT.

WILL IAMSBURGs

DETERMINE FROM

~ ATTENDING PHYSICIANS AND REVIEW OF RECORDS ALL AVAILABLE
”  ~ INFORMATION RE BACKGROUND AND MENTAL CONDITION. NOTE:. i
il REFERENCED BOSTQN TELETYPE ADVISED BUREAU IN3TRUCTS CURRENT

WHEREABOUTS AND ACTIVITIES OF NILES FOR PAST FEW MQNTHS [

g;:' ' BE DETERMINED AND CONSIﬂERATION BE GIVEN RE'POSSIBLILITY
! y :

n y -~

|+ NILES COULD BE CO-CONSPIRATOR THIS CASE. 3 |

) 0 INVESTIGATIDN REQUESTED OF DALLAS. |
| BASED ON FACT NILES HAS BEEN CONFINED MENTAL

HOSPITAL JAN. LAST TO PRESENT; NO ADDITIONAL vassrlbarzeﬂ

BEING CONDUCTED KNOXVILLE DIVISION RE THIS MATTER.

| UACB, MRS. CECILIA NILES WILL MOT BE INTERUIEWEB RE HE |

FATHER AS REQUESTED BY ﬂR._LEWIS:

!
5 AIR MAIL CGPIS TO BALLAS. !

ST

NILES HAS SUICIDAL TENDENCIES-
J

; END . Vo

ST =

i FOR INFO KX NORFOLD COVERS WILLIAWSBURGs VA. OK DESTROY
THIS I WILL SEND TO NO TYU
|
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5/3/68
PLAINTEXT
TELETYPE URGENT
TO: DIRECTOR (44-38861), MEMPHIS (44-1987) AND NORFOLK
FROM: CLEVELAND (L4U4.565)

RL - e

RE KNOXVILLE TELETYPE, MAY TWO, LAST, TO DIRECTOR,
CLEVELAND, MEMPHIS, RICHMOND AND NORFOLK.

INVESTIGATION, SHIELDS NURSING HOME, THREE NINE ZERO FIVE

OBERLIN AVENUE, LORAIN, OHIO, REVEALS FRANK NILES, BORN
FEBRUARY TWENTYFOUR, TWO, ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA, FROM AUGUST
SIXTEEN SIXTYSEVEN - OCTOBER SIXTEEN, SIXTYSEVEN, AT WHICH
TIME HE WAS TRANSFERRED TO THE LORAIN CONVALESCENT HOME.
MR. AND MRS. SHIELDS, OWNERS; MRS. SARANN SCHNITZLER, BUSINESS
ADMINISTRATOR, AND MRS. CATHLEEN KLIER, NURSING ADMINISTRATOR,
ALL VIEWED PICTURES OF RAY AND ADVISED THAT HE DID NOT CONTACT
NILES WHILE A PATIENT AT THE HOME. ALL REMEMBERED NILES WELL
AND STATED HE WAS AN ALCOHOLIC SUFFERING FROM SEVERAL PHYSICAL
AIIMENTS INCLUDING EMPHYSEMA, HEART TROUBLE AND ASTHMA. HE
WAS ALSO SUFFERING SEVERE DEPRESSION AND WAS PRIMARILY TREATED

END PAGE ONE. |

JDR/ Jky Y -65) BRY

( 3 ) SEARCHED INDEXED.

Kn 111 (M 696) (AM) SERIALIZED, FILED
1 - Knoxville
@- Richmond (AM) MAY 6 1968

/2 _FBI—RICHMOND
Y AANECT |

\.
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_«év 1&&-565 =
'PAGE TWO R | o
E FOR 'I'HIS I.MTER AILMENT mmouaﬂ Lmnxcmzon. HE WAS ADMITTED

© FROM ST, JOSEPH'S HOSPITAL WHERE HE WAS TREATED FOR THE: DEPRESSION
CBY ELECTRIG SHOCK, ~ALL DESCRIBE. NILES AS SLIGHTLY "IRRATIONAL,
| \ALWAYS TATKED OF THE AMERICAN NAZI PARTY AND. PRIOR TO
' CHRISTMAS STXTYSEVEN,, SENT THE HOME A CHRISTMAS CARD FROM
. DALLAS, TEXAS, BEARING A LARGE SWASTIKA. 'HE OFTEN STATED HE DID
© NoT LIKE NEGROES AND JEws AND THE OPERATOHS OF THE HOME FELT
. HE. snoum BE comm'rEn T0 A s:m'.m HOSPITAL, HIS. oNLY: VISTIORS
_‘X‘ON HO' ocms:ows WERE szsons FROM ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS WHO
:.TRIED 70 HELP HIM. HIS RESIDENCE WAS' LIS'I‘ED AS STOP. ONE THREE

‘TWO, WESJ.‘LAKE ROAD, VERMILLION, OHIO, AND HIS LAS'I' EMPLOYMENT

| - WAS WITH THE AMERICANA ENCYCLOPEDIA compam PRIOR 70 JANUARY,
| ,,,-'_'s:cmsmn. ' | | ‘

DR. WILLIAM J' P FEICKS s PSYCHIATRIST WHO TREATED NILES,

ADVISED HE HAS NOT HEARD FROM HIM smcm ‘OCTOBER sxx, SIXTYSEVEN

HE . RECALI;ED NILES SUFFERED FROM SEVERE DEPRESSION AND AL’I‘HOUGH

o _-HE! 'I.‘ALKED AS THOUGH HE MIGHL‘ HARM SOMEONE THE DOCTOR DOUBTED
:THAT HE HAD ANY PUI‘ENTIAL FOR VIOLENCE. THE DOCTOR DID NOT

‘END PAGE TWO. J.'_';: : Co e T 1.
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S e

CV 4U-565
PAGE THREE
RECOGNIZE PHOTOS OF sﬁBJEc'r RAY AND NEVER HEARD NILES MENTION
KING. NO FURTHER INVESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTED CONCERNING
NILES IN CLEVELAND. ,

ATRMATL, COPIES TO KNOXVILLE AND RICHMOND.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

P.
END.
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Re El Paso teletype, 4-26-68.

The following investigation an
FREDERICK A. COOK at Saltville, Va., :1—37 3 '
Mr. T. L. HYMAN, U, 8. Post Office (PROTECT

adviged there is no listing for last name of
BALDRIDGE with his office. t.m‘mm-um
routes as well as general delivery.

..mmhmnrtnmm which is
only motel or hotel in Saltville, Va., checked records

) SEARCHE REATE S
(9 ) el m-iD. . ,--rlr\-ir\""!'! C Q K
rl] | - EBI*ILI{;: ED S L v Q
L/L/l/b\/u\_/' INDEXED sl ;

FILED
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5/7/68

701 DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, RICHMOND (44-657) -P-
MURKIN

Re: RICHARD WERNTZ
Re Newark teletype to Bureau and Richmond, 5/2/68.

mzmutmt tion was conducted on
Mua.mn. Mmums.ma

IGOR YACENKO, .mm,m‘mm
x 1 was interviewed
w ;‘ah l,m.m. ‘
mmm-zm as a at the

e P ,-g b
varen 31 2 W 96‘
through April 13, 1 and
e YACHRKO stated

wﬂul with B, (I.
on a semi-permanent basis at tho

Mhuwﬁ “ g’mmmuhﬂ.m

SYA5 P ~ART
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RH 44-657

mlprulG,l WERNTZ and BROADHURST
the motel in & black Buick automobile
apgmi.uto 1952 model which WERNTZ had during the
latter part of 1 and early of 1968. m::m
rorsromatmml,bm refused.
's refusal lmtmmtolmm
hadmmtmtwi&msirzm.

YACENKO cbserved photographs of JAMES EARL RAY
amdstctedhnhdmram this individual.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




5/7/68
AIRTEL
70t DIRECTOR, FBI (U4~38861)
FROM: BAC, RICHMOND (m) <P-

SUBJBECT: MURKIN

YY-657- 233
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GSA GEN. REG, NO, 27° ) .

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT -
Memorandum

T0. : ALL AGENTS . paTE ' 5/8/68

SAC, RICHMOND (44~657) =Pr

Umtcﬁ MURKIN

' Beference is made to mﬁmorandum to all Agents in
‘captloned matter dated‘u/éu/

Figures and other. data cqmpiled as instructed in
above memorandum are to be forwarded to- ASAC MYRON E. LIGHT
by each Agent, by the end of the last worlq day each and
every month" until furth@r noﬁice. -

Each Agent,
SAC

ASAC

Mr. Wagner

Mr. Humphries

Mr. Trow

Chief Clerk

Chief Steno -
Richmond (44.65?)
L/gsl

13 438 48 1 2.

@—-HH 4
B ]

‘ SE!RCHgED .INDEXED. ?
SERIALIZED 'FlLED...,..

EF")
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7RI RICHMOND ' ‘
A
FBI PHILA
713PM URGENT S5/7/68 LCC
"TO0 ALL SACS RELAY MESSAGE PLAN '

FROM DIRECTOR 1P

MURKIN -

-

TWO ‘ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS OF RAY WERE RELEASED TODAY

TO NEWS MEDIA IN WASHINGTON. PHOTOGRAPH NUMBER ONE SHOULD

i

. BEAR CAPTION "JAMES EARL RAY (PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN NINETEEN
- . o

SIXTY-SEVEN IN MEXICO)." TQIS IS THE PHOTOGRAPH OF 'RAY IN DARK
. < ,

CGLASSES AND SPORT SHIRT.. PHOTOGRAPH NUMBER TW0 SHOULD BEAR

]

CAPTION “JAMES EARL RAY (PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN LATE JANUARY OR

EARLY FEBRUARY NINETEEM SIXTY-EIGHT IN CALIFORNIAD.™ THIS I3

HEAD SHOT OF RAY IN BUSINESS SUIT WHICH SHOWS MARKED CLEFT IN

CHINf YOll ARE AUTHORIZED -TO REPRODUCE COPIES OF THESE TUO

PHOTOGRAPHS LOCALLY AND YOU SHOULD INSURE THEY RECEIVE WIDE-

SPREAD DISTRIBUTION THROUGH ALL MEéIA CONTACTS. FIVE COPIES OF

EACH OF THESE PHOTOGRAPHS PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED ALL OFFICES.

LEGATS OTTAWA AND MEXICO ADVISED.

END_ '
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More Ray Photos
Released by Fi

’, WASHINGTON (P — The FBI
ued today two more photo-
g aphs of James Earl Ray,

2 vgho is being sought in" con-

nEctlon with the murder. of Dr.
artin Luther King Jr.
t An FBI. spokesman; said one
. of the latest photos is. “consid-
: ered to be the hest possible like-
.hess of Ray.”

: by J\‘

So far the FBI has issued five.

{ photos of Ray..

' The one the FBI considers
"the best was taken in late
'J anuary or early February of

' thisesesetsewhere in Ca-muu_a_FﬁA_L_ember at an undisclosed loca-

[N A A )¢

T i

|

‘ pears to have been made with
j the use of a flash camera.

i’
i
!

.| what FBI descriptions -say —
| that his weight has been known
| to vary widely. The Mexican.
. p1cture discloses 'a iman with a

!| photase - g

nia.'It shows Ray wearing a
dark checked jacket, striped tie
and -button-down collar shlrt
There is a curtain directly m'
back of him. and a lamp near-

|
f
|
|

SOURCE NOT REVEALED
The FBI would not say whe
it obtained the picture, oy
where precisely it was takeA$
or by whom. |

The other new photo, Wthh i
the FBI said was taken last No-

l
l
i
i

in Mexico, shows Ray
| wearing ‘dark glasses and a
light colored shirt open at the |
collar.

The California photo appears
to have been taken without the
‘use,.of flash, .and with ~side
lighting, The Mexico photo ap- |

The two new photos confirm

‘thin face and pointed chin, |
much as he appeared in 1960

et e
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{ his chin.

tes

[T

[“PUDGINESS’ |
But the picture taken in Cali- l

e, __,m._vl\

+ fornia shows him edging up to *

pudginess, with a clear cleft in "

Other photos issiied earlier !
by the FBI included one of him ,
taken at a Los Angeles bar-;
tending school.

The original showed his eyes
closed. At first an FBI artist *
drew in some open eyes, but ;
later eyes from another photo-'
graph were imposed photo-
graphically. The bartending
photo was taken in early March .
of this year when he graduated ’
from_the school in Los Angel- i

The remaining pair of photos {
were taken in 1960 in con- |
nection with his conviction for- |
armed robbery. He was re-
ceived at the state penitentiary
in Jefferson City, Mo., March

, , !
| 17,1980 ta., serve 20 years. He
|

-escaped April 23, 1967

B ——
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AP Wirephotos

New Photos of Suspect

The Federal Bureau of Investigation released
these photographs yesterday in Washington and
identified them as two additional pictures of
James Earl Ray who is being sought in con-
nection with the slaying of the Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. The FBI said the picture of Ray
wearing dark glasses was taken in Mexico in
November 1967. The picture of him in a business
suit, believed the best likeness of him, was made
in California during the last part of Jan;%ry 0(11'
early part of February this year. The FBI di

R

isclose the=sstzees of the photes=—=—s
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PAGE THREE

JOINTs HALF =A-MILE AWAY, KNOWN:hSlTHE RIVERVIEWs FROM JULYs FIFTYEIGHT
UNT!LrSIXTY%OURo FXHUSBAND STfLL OPERATING SAME PLACEe MRSe KEY
UNABLE TO IDENTI?Y ANY‘PHOTO dk RAY AS PER3SON EVER KNOWN TO HAVE
FREQUENTED THE RIVERVIEWs EITHER DURING FIFTYEIGHT THROUGH SIXTY» OR'
MER PLAGCE» SINCE APRILs SIXTYSEVENs STATES HER PLACE OF TEN FREAQUENTED
BY MEN WHO WORK ON BARGES ON WARRIOR RIVERs WHICH PASSES HER FRONT
DOORe Ce«Ce HAYWOOD NOT LOCQTED YESTERDAYs EFFORTS BEINE MADE TO
INTERV IEW TODAY e

MAMIE MITCHELLs OPERATOR OF ROSE'S PLACEs» ROUTE ONEs» DDORAs

Dl

AlLAss ADVISED SHE HAS HAD THIS PLACE SINCE SIXTYTHREEe« IT WAS

KNOWN AS JOHNNIE®S PLACE AND PARKER'S PLACE DURING PERIOD 3

FIFTYEIGHT THROUGH SIXTYTHREE» AND AS MAMIE'S PLACE IN SIXTYTHREEs
REFORE RBREING NAMED ROSE'S PLACé IN SIXTYFOlUIRe MITCHELL UNABLE TO
IDENTIFY PHOTOS OF RAY AS INDIVIDUAL SEEN BY HERe

NOTING ABOVEs AND INFORMATION PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED ABOUT

RAY BY THOMAS BRITTONs IT APPEARS THAT BRITTON'S INFORMATION IS

ot kL e il e s S .

CORREGTs AND THAT FOR RAY TO HQVE IDENTIFIED TO BRITTONs *"MOMA
HAYWOOD™ AND TO HAVE KNOUN ABOUT TAVERN NOU XKNOWN AS ROSE'S
PLACEs WHICH WAS KNOWN TO RAY BY SOME OTHER UNRECALLED NAME. - i
RAY WOULD HAVE DEFINITEL?.HAD TO HAVE BEEN IN AREA AND FREQUENTED

END PAGE THREE
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PAG FOUR -
THESE TAVERNS IN FIFTYEIGHT THROUGH SIXTYe RIVERVIEW IS IN

REMOTE AREA AND DOES NOT ADVERTISE+ ROSE®S PLACE IS ON OLD US

HIGHWAY SEVEN EIGHT» NEAR DORAs ALAe CONCERNING THE ALL~-STATE
CAFE AND NIGHT CLURBs IDENTIFIED BY BRITTON AS ANOTHER PLACE
REFERRED TO BY RAY IN CONVERSATIONS WITH BRITTON IN PENs THIS

Is COMRINATION CAFE AND NIGHT CLUBe THE CAFE IS ON THE GROUND

LEVEL AND OPERATED BY ED AND ELEANOR HOLLISe UNDERNEATH THE
CAFE IS NOTORIOUS NIGHT CLUB QﬁD DRINKING JDIN%: WHICH IS
OPERATED BY HOLLIS® BROTHERs HAROLD HOLLISe THIS PLACE HAS REEN
IN OPERATION BY THE HOLLISES SINCE FIFTYSEVEN. BOTH'ED AND
HAROLD HOLLIS .STATE PHOTOGRAPHS OF SUBJECT NOT IDENTICAL WITH .
ANY CUSTOMER KNOWN TO THEMs EITHER DURING PERIOD FIFTYSEVEN

THROUEH SIXTYs OR SINCE APRes SIXTYSEVENe BOTH HOLLISESS

MAMIE MITCHELL, AND GLADYS KEY ALL FURNISHED 10-S5 OF RAYs AND

ALL STATE THEY WILL COOPERATE WITH FRIs ESPECIALLY IN VIEW OF J
REWARD OFFERED BY MEMPHIS NEWSPAPERSe ELFKANOR HOLLIS AND HER

COOKs MYRTLE NELSONs IN ALL-STATE CAFE», BOTH IDENTIFY SIXTY

SEVEN AND SIXTYEIGHT PHOTOS OF RAY AS PERSON THEY HAVE SEEN IN

CAFE, BUT BOTH STATE THEY ARE UNABLE TO FURNISHE ANY OTHER INORMATION
WHATSOEVER ABQUT THIS INDIVIDUAL, INCLUDING DESCRIPTION

END PAGE FOUR
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PAGE FivE

OrR WHEN HE WAS SEEN BY THEM IN CAFEe BOTH STATE THEY WILL GIVE
MATTER CONSIDERABLE THOUGHT IN EFFORT TO RECALL MORE DPEFINITE
INFORMATION s CONTACT WITH THESE TWO WOMEN WILL BE MAINTAINED
By BIRMINGHAM. I

TOLL CALLS CHARGED 70O TELEPHONE OF BRITTON FOR PERIOD OCTes
SIXTYSEVENs TO DATE ORTAINED Aé FOLLOWSt CHATTANOOGAs TENNes TUWO
SIX SIX - ONE FOUR ZERO EIGHT» CALLED OCT SEVENTEENs T®O NINEs NOV
THREEs TUWO SIXs TWO NINE» FEP.IPOUR: ELEVENs MARCH FOURTEENs F IF TEEN»
SIXTEENs TWENTYs LASTS JEFFERSON CITYs MOes SIX THREE SIX = EIGHT
FIVE ONE ZEROs CALLED 0CTs THREEs LASTS COLLECT CALL APRs FOURs
LASTs RECEIVED FROM HOPEWELL., VAes FOUR FIVE EIGHT = FOUR SIX ONE FIVE
MONROEVILLEs ALAss SEVEN FOUR THREE = SEVEN TWO THREE SIX CALLED
PDECs SIX LAST.

MOBILEs RICHMONDs KANSAS CGITYs AND KNOXVILLEs IDENTIFY ONLY
SUBSCRIBERS OF TELEPHONE NIUMBERS IN YOUR AREAs AS LISTED AROVEs AND
CONDUCT INDICES CHECK AND DISCREET INOUIRYs DO NOT INTERVIEWs AT
THIS TIMEs AS SUCH -MIGHT COMPROMISE QR ANTAGONIZE THOMAS BRITTONs
WHO IS BEING DEVELOPED AS SOURCE. BRIRMINGHAM WILL CONDUCT SIMILAR
INVNESTIGATION CONCERNING CALLS MADE 10 TELEPHO&E@ LOCATED IN
PIVISIONs NOTE NO CALLS MADE TO ANY TELEPHONE NUMBER KNOWN TO HAVE
BEEN ACCESSIBLE TO RAY.

END
EJM
FB1 RICHMOND
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i
:
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FRI RICHMOND (:;///

FBI BIRMGHAM
209 PM URGENT 5-9-68 JGA
TO DIRECTOR» KANSAS CITY-. KNOXVILLE. MEMPHIS», RICHMOND> MOBILE

FROM BIRMINGHAM 44-1740

MURK IN

REMYTELs MAY EIGHT» LAST.
BEATRICE BRITTONs WIFE OF THOMAS BRITTONs JASPERS
ALABAMA> INTERVIEWED YESTERDAY AND SAID NO PHONE CALLS EVER
RECEIVED BY HER FROM ANY UNKNOWN MALE ASKING FOR HER HUSBAND.
SINCE HIS RELEASE FROM MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY. ALSO STATES
NO INDIVIDUALS CAME TO HOUSE ASKING FOR HUSBAND.
SHE WAS UNABLE TO IDENTIFY ANY PHOTO OF JAMES EARL RAY, AND
NEVER SAW ANY WHITE MUSTANGS IN AREA WHERE SHE AND HUSBAND
RESIDE. MRS. BRITTON ADVISED FROM JUNE>

SIXTYSEVENs THROUGH JAN.s SIXTYEIGHT, THEIR FAMILY DID NOT

Al

ESIDE AT ONE SEVEN ONE ZERD ALABAMA AVEe.s JASPERs ALA.» WHICH
1S ADDRESS GIVEN BY THOMAS BRITTON TO RAY», BUT THEY DID MAINTAIN
THE SAME TELEPHONE NUMBER RESIDENCE IN RURAL AREA OUTSIDE

JASPER, ALA. BRITTONS HAD LIVED AT ABOVE ADDRESS

END PAGE ONE "y (/ / J ?‘1
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3 PG THO . ,
PRIOR TO JUNE SIXTYSEVEN, AND MOVED BACK FROM RURAL

) RESIDENCE TO THIS SAME ADDRESS IN JAN.» SIXATYEIGHT. DURING

' ENTIRE PERIOD SINCE HUSBAND'S RELEASEs SHE RECALLS THO PHONE

- CALLS FOR HER HUSBAND, BOTH FROM AN UNKNOWN WOMAN. WHO DID NOT
IDENTIFY HERSELF - ONE CALL RECETVED ABOUT CHRISTMAS
TIME, LAST> AND SECOND CALL CAME JANUARY> LAST. DURING THIS
PERIODs HER HUSBAND WAS HANGING OUT SOME AT LOCAL BARS IN AREAs
DRINKING> AND MRS . BRITTON BELIEVES CALLER WAS SOME “WOMAN HER
HUSBAND WAS POSSIBLY "PLAYING AROUND"™ WITH. SHORTLY".
AFTER THIS TIME. HE CEASED HIS DRINKING AND GOT STEADY EMPLOYMENT.
ONLY TIME THOMAS BRITTON MENTIONED SUBJECT RAY WAS AFTER RECENT
CONTAGT BY FBI, WHEN HE EXPLAINED REASON FOR FBI WANTING TO
TALK TO HIM. WIFE STATES BRITTON: NEVER MENTIONED ANYTHING ABOUT
RQY.DGRING TIME RAY'S NAME AND PHOTOS WERE BEING SHOUN IN NEYS.

MEDIA. MRS. BRITTON STATED SHE WILL COOPERATE FULLY AND KEEP

1

BIRMINGHAM ADVISED OF ‘ANY DEVELOPMENTS INVOLVING HER HUSBAND

: AND / OR RAY.

t
\

GLADYS KEYs KNOUN AS "MOMA HAYWOOD»" OPERATOR OF THE LITTLE
WARRIOR RIVER CAFEs NOTCRIOUS BEER JOINT NEAR DORA> ALA.. ADVISED SHE
AND EXHUSBANDs CeCo HAYW?OD: FORMERLY JOINTLY OPERATED ANOTHER BEER

4

END PAGE TUWO
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PAGE THREE
JOINT, HALF-A-MILE AVWAY, KNOWN AS THE RIVERVIEW, FROM JULYs FIFTYEIGHT

UNTIL SIXTYFOUR. FXHUSBAND STILL OPENATING SAME PLACE. #RS. KEY

£

UNABLE TO  IDENTIFY ANY PHOTO OF RAY AS PERSON EVER KNOWN TO HAVE
FREQUENTED THE RIVERVIEW, EITHER DURING FIFTYEIGHT THROUGH -SIXTY», OR
HER PLACE, 3INCE APRIL, SIXKTYSEVEN. STATES HER PLACE OFTEN FREQUENTED
BY MEN WHO WORK ON BARGES ONsHARRIOR RIVER>, WHICH PASSES HER FRONT
ROOR . C-C: HAYWOOD NOT LOCATED YESTERDAY> EFFORTS BEING MADE TO
INTERV IEW TODA?. .

MAMIE MITCHELL. OPE§ATOR OF ROSE'S PLACEs ROUTE ONE», DORAS
ALA.> ADVISED SHE HAS HaAD THIS PLACE)SINCE SIXTYTHREE. IT WAS
KNOWN AS JOHNNIE'S PLACE AND PARKER'S PLACE DURING PEEIOD
FIFTYEIGHT THROUGH SIXTYTHREE: ANP AS MAMIE:S PLACE IN SIXTYTHREE.
BEFORE REING NAMED ROSE'S PLACE IN SIXT%FOU?- MITCHELL UNABLE TO
IDENTIFY PHOTOS OF RAY AS INDIVIDUAL SEEN BY HER.

NOTING ABOVE, AND INFORMATION PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED ABOUT

RAY BY THOMAS BRITTON, IT APPEARS THAT BRITTON'S INFORMATION 15

'CORRECT» AND THAT FOR RAY TO HAVE IDENTIFIED TO BRITTON, 'MOMA

HAYWOOD™ AND TO HAVE KNOUWN ABOUT TAVERN NOW KNOWN AS ROSE'S
FLACE., WHICH WAS KNOWN TO RAY BY SOME OTHER UNRECALLED NAME,
RAY VOULD HAVE DEFINITELY HAD TO HAVE BEEN IN AéEA AND FREQUENTED

END PAGE THREE
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PAG FOUR

THESE TAVERNS IN FIFTYEIGHT THROUGH SIXTY. RIVERVIEW IS IN
REMOTE AREA AND DOES NOT ADVERTISE. ROSE'S PLACE IS ON OLD US
HIGHWAY SEVEN EIGHT> NEAR DORA- ALA. CONCERNING THE ALL-STATE
CAFE AND NIGHT CLUB, .IDENTIFIED BY BRITTON AS ANOTHER PLACE
REFERRED TO BY RAY IN CONVERSATIONS WITH BRITTON IN PENs THIS
IS COMBINATION CAFE AND NIGHT CLUB. THE CAFE IS ON THE GROUND
LEVEL AND OPERATED BY ED AND FLEANOR HOLLLS. UNDERNEATH THE

CAFE IS NOTORIQUS NIGHT CLUB AND, DRINKING JOINT» WHICH IS

_OPERATED BY HOLLIS' BROTHER» HAROLD HOLLIS. THIS PLACE HAS BEEN

IN OPERATION BY THE HOLLISES SINGE FI?TYSEVENf BOTH ED AND
HAROLD HOLLIS STATE PHOTOGRAPHS OF SUBJECT NOT IDENTICAL WITH
ANY CUSTOMER KNOWN TO THEM, EITHER DURING PERIOD FIFTYSEVEN
THROUGH SIXTY> OR SINCE APRe. SIXTYSEVEN » BOTH‘HOLLISES:

MAMIE MITCHELL. AND GLADYS KEY ALl FURNISHED I0-S OF RAY-> AND
ALL STATE THEYvﬁILL COOPERATE WITH FBI- ES%ECIALLY IN VIEW OF
REWARD OFFERED BY MEMPHIS NEMSP%PE&S- FLEANOR HOLLIS AND HER
COOK» MYRTLE NELSON> IN ALL-STATE CAFE, BOTH IDENTIFY SIXTY
SEVEN AND SIXTYEIGHT PHOTOS OF RAY AS PERSON THEY HAVE SEEN IN
CAFE. BUT BOTH STATE THEY ARE QNABLE TOv#URNISHE ANY OTHER INFORMATION
EHATSOEVER ABOUT THIS INDIVIDUAL, INCLUDING DESCRIPTION

END PAGE FOUR

F'Y "
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



N

?U.v' ACL FIUP' o l‘A: N '.'* -.l,“ " L

i
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