






 

 

     
   

     
        

 
      

    

     

  

  
         
  

       
          

          
         

         
          

           
          

           
            

     

         
             

             
      

         
       

          
       

        
        

           
 

   
  

  

          



 
  

   
    

   

  
 

  

   
   

    
      

                   

     
       
            

          
                     

         
     

               
        

   
   

  

        
             

             

         
           

        

 



      
     

    

          

      

      

          
 

          

              

           

         

            

               
   

              

      
  

           

          

          

          

   







            
            

         
    

   
                  

  
     

   

   
         

     

   

      

                  

  
   

      

           

     

             
         

             
             

              
          

         

           
                    
                    

   

    

           
             

                        

   

               
       

                               

 

          

  
  

              
            



 

 

 

 

    
    
     

   

     

    

 

 

          
            

              

            
            

               
            

          
             

             
              

    

         
          
       

 
   

          







     

    
             

  
  

         

    
                

               

               
   

           
                

             
               

          
        

     

         
         

              

 
 

         
         

    
          

    

   

    
     



 

    
   
     

   

 
     

     

  
     

       
            

           
 

       
         

         
     

         
           

        

          









 
      

           
     

 

 

     
  

    

 

      

        
           

         
          

                
         

                     

      
         

            
       

        
     
     

            
     

         
      

 
  



 
       

           
   

 

 

      

   

 

  

        
         

        
          

               
        

         
 

      
        

           
        

        
         

  

           
      

        
      

 
 











 

    
   
     

   

 
  

 
  

       

  
 

        
 

       
            

          
          
     

           



 

 

    
   
     

   

 
    

    

  

  
 

        
        
       

         
         

           
       

          
          

      

       

          











fAWiriihnmiñ ii 

fl scribed As 5 feet 10 ' t' ft rnches tall " 175 poundS with F B I had said 4entered cinto 1-r 
brown hair and a slightly conspiracy s ith alt-,;Jrn Birn 
Southern accnt He wa des" iingham on M"uch 29 1968 t 

'Three Earlier Descriptions cbed as being about' 30 year cdeIUve Di King of his c,\il 

of Suspect Vary Widely The fust PB I descriionof Statements by offici us of the 
Thit which came piiri'cipally fustice' Department have mdi 
Irom a gun dealer in 'Birming' cated confusion _within. ,the 
1,",fri5'rn" hnmThG lf'hhdh' '' ' By MARTIT WALDRON 

Sp5iaI' td Tui&New, ?c'k Times 
,5 

BJRMINGHAMi'. Ala.',. April 
19—Thedesctiptions gi en th 
police and the LF B I of the 
assassin of the Rev Martin 
Luther King Jr have varied so 
wideiy'it appears thatarñái. 

.t four, men may have "b'ebh 
under,. suspicio'n. I, ---- ,i ' - , ' ULUUi 

source in the Justice De was medium 'build and hau or to violate Di King s civil 
partment said 1that credible brown har ad blue ees , iights by injuring him 
,witnesses in' Memphis and rn "A 'Rural' Accent On,several occasion t1e bur 
rimit'ihim, wi-id sawd.Eric' ' L birth la,iLi -as  eau'háheèninnrthds,ifi.'. 

StarVOGaIt, floW idefltif1eda1 i12o,i93La date that the    tdftYtheki1er 
arnes,,arl, Raytle accuseFi 1rea'd 'arently got horn an 

imurderer of Dr rKing seemed application that a Gait 'had 
to, be describing diffeient men made'for'an 1b arn di river's 

his observeis beliese license The bureiu s-rid that 
vhy the Federal Bureau of In Gait's voice Thad a rural ac 

isestigatiqn changed uats view ' it" ' - - , - 
and decided that, death of the Newsmen showed copies of 
civil rights leader ma base a picture released Wednesday 
resulted from COflSPiCY o Gait to the'people hoj'had 

Shortly afterhe murcei At sebi him in Birmingham5 and 
'torriey General,,RaInsey,,'-Clark, 

*110 11 b dug 
a ipair of binoc 'tdi Rani 

iiiars ias 0 co1nspiracy to kill Dr King He 
p eise. epeate'dsi5thish'sser'tioit"fhr'ee 
AThe description which was days after the slaving and aarn 
eleasec1f,weUnesaay,JignL,'Sd11V 'e, failoin6"ad •',i,hj'" 

b ,. Y.s,i  

thaa Galt,,was ye ween ee LtWednesday, the F B 
8 'inches and 5 feet 1 inches charged 'that 'Gait' had ' con 
talk weisheds160, to ' 1'75.pounds  

'rtidthat tlaib ev idn 
of a conspiracy i ,, 

eaer in The day after the assassina' 

witnes,äiçI 
-.  -, .,- did no,  r'e' 

Before the bulletin on Ray5 se 
at; were at least thIee sep Two developments hive 

arate descipptions from wit tended to bolster the pecula 
nesses who had known a Gait tion that more than one ni-in 
in the last,si months sed the name Eric Staivo 

Galt had been': described' as Gilt  

follows -, On March 1 1968 "in Eic 
.,cJA long nosed man in his Gait telephoned the Ahbarn 

20 s who was seen ii a Mem Highway Patrol to ask foi 
phis rooming, house fiom v,hich duplicate copy of the driver, s 
the shot was fired that killed license he get in September 
Dr King April , '- ' of 1967 The copy was mailed 
- 1A 30 yeas old \,quiet spoken to a ' Birminghanl 'address'ancl 
man who talked about': the a bill for 25 cents that was 
weather at a Birmingham room- ehclosed with the duplicate was 
mg house last fall i 'd, retilrned to Montgomery on 

1A 36 year old avid dancer ' March 6 with the'25'cents 
who bought a rifle in , irming , The F B I had said that Galt 
ham and who1 took dancing had been in California during 
1essons,i.-New,.Oriea.n a,tthe this time.  

time Iame'Ear1,'.ay. was- m- 'Injts bulletih describing Gait 
prisoied,ii'.Iisp,qii ,. '', as lais ai'd,,,c1aic'er,,',the ',F:B.I. 

Ray Is Described said that he hadttaken dancing, sc,i'ij" 

James1Ear1 Ray ' a five tiniie lessons in New"9r1esns in 199-' 
convict was descr'ibediby the aiid 1965 
F.B.I. as bifl''40 dis l' 1d. ,, ,Toay,mulletiflg id, that 

(alt - - 'under,-' the - name,1. sjarnes 

:1-I'± 'JiULUIUS5 WiLn:"OiUe,ey,e,'..-.,.,,,, ,,.,-,,, ., p 
and brown hair He has5asL. Icar iii eMissolirir 5 rom un 
in the center of his , forehead he escaped ineApiili':iui, 
and on the palm , of his right 
hand 
The witnesses sho saw -'a 

Gait at a Memphis rooming 
houge. the-,daDn't:Ki,sl ng wa 
ans said" thathd'was5, ,fe'et 

11  inches or 6 feet tall slender 
165 pounds It  : sãndy-chair: 
The highest,estinate-ofI,%is,?5àge, 
wasi,32 ,,ynasleIowes,t 
-He-was . aid ' t'oh'havet,aong 
i,olntdd,inôse, add,'a 9'Soüthern' 

5 feet 1Oinchestãll,163.to. l' al - 'be in Lpr'soi 

and ' being '' close toai-restrng 
him. On April 7, fot instance,' 
Mr Clark said that the killer 
Iwa( 'on the run many Inhles 
from Memphis vith F B I 
agen&çidsebehidhi. - 
When the bureau acknowl 

edged publicly for sthe first 
tini,e that it was seeking a man 
named Eric Starvo Gait it ap 
parently'r, did not know,. Gait's 
re,al,jiap'i   

- A photograph of the nn 
wanted by the,F.-B.L,,in: 
nection with the2dss'ãsiha-
Lion; of: :tlidLResh'Dii'Md'rtifl 
Luther Kink Ir will bd sl-ov,n 
in color on The F BI 1p10 
grath on 1ABC TVf,oni 8 to 
9 P.M. tomdrrowiti'i9h' -' 

,Th'C,or iginah-hötogi:ash i -' 
being shown 'll 'a t1 theirequest 
of ,t'hc,EeddraIi.'ured',df, In 
s estigation the netwdrk ,an 
nounced ,'It said thatias f he-
picture: was sho'n an ,actor 
on 'th'e',Oram wdulci " ak' 
the public to notifs the F B I 
if anyone has s'en' the man 

R'äSj 

'Slived 'fôi I" 11 'did" rd,t' iiéiitidffGaIt' 
six weeks last fall he was de ( j rru-i',',r ' t hr the 



Consaatrty ; 

cae of Di;tI,,'.riness, 

Rc'v Lcft Tróil of Tidehce. 

James Earl Ray, the man' 
suspcted of killing the Res. Dr.,, 
Martin Luther King, J '., w a 
'dècribec1 yestel clay as a'drunk 
en .. drifter, pi one to theivei 
and'violence, a failure at evéi'-
thing! 
Ray was' 'horn :'March0 

,1928, in \lton; I1l.,''á 'anifa 
tupp town' Of 53:OpO person. 
arong5 the Mthissippr 'River 26 
miles'borth\'jof!Si L'ouis. 
HiS'fatheJarnl'cRaJ, was 

bprn" in Caithage 1111 and 
woFWéd' iiiainI,r,' as a laborer.His 
rnoth,e'r, .,thb' '(,fqrjñe Lilcie' 

Maher,astbdrn' intIton. BotParents •are­We­aid  
I 

Reèords o':Madison Count' 
show that 3'ames"Earl RayjWas, 
one of seeràl Rays, believed 
to' be eitherthfo'thcrs.or . othei 
ieIativhbconfantI.' caused 
trouble 

Oldest of '3'BMthers 

The roldest,'of; of three  brothers; 
he' ' grew up ir ' Alton 
Quincy, Ill., and",left ,sch'ool,'M 
the'' 10th grade.'.  

'.I'jUst didn't, want to goanyt 
more' Ráy,tóld' a,'pobation ipi, 

.'Acbordi ,to'the',,piohatioiii 
repo4t' Ray" 'begn, a life fil 
driftipg that tookc him first to 
Hàrtfor4, Ill., where he went'.to 

theInterationa1 Shoe 
cohpny,.fr' 77:êpt'a'r'hpur 
He'w,a,s"laid'of,tn Ddeinber!'of 
1945 a'rid-. seeral"rnbpths ' Iaer 
'joined the ,'Ath'iy. ' '" " 

Ray s'ered','fpr more 'than 
two 
as.- an infantryman .and rnilta,ry, 
poliçema'n ' H,é,"waS -given i a 
genér'a discharge" in Dëcernber, 
'1948, 'because of, "ineptness arid, 
lack of adaiflbjlity,tO' inilit,ar 

1.service." - 

While Jii ,serVice'he spent 
three' i'nhnths' at hard"la bor for 

uhkeniesS,L'àfld, tesisting ar-

i"-". 

Losses Hi 'ob  

Ray was no nore able to 
adapt to civilian life. After five 
i6nths, he took a,job operating 
a rubher,:.m old n, ,the D̀ryden, 
RubberCothPaflY'ifl Chicagof,dr 
$45. a week but soon, lost it. 

1947' Mercury he had 
boug t in ,r Louis was re 1 
,ps'sessed and a bank accun 
hI 1Alton of inore than $ 1,000' 
was ,,usedUp June' of 1949, 
RayLthen,mored on to Lo'sl 

1949 
ay,thën21 years; ii-j!wa si *a 

supri's&in the offiëe of l7oruth 
Cafe bj 'th&:àistan .t'rnanage 
A"typerwriter" had been placed, 
,on, 'the fire,, escape. 

,He'dashed,àway, but in try 
.ihg.td, elude, a :park,ing at,tend, 
ant, 'he :dropped :his"identifica., 
tiOn. Séverai.'days later hd"was 
seen in the'sthne'area by' the 
cafe manager arid arrested. 
He as convicted on one 

count of5seconddegree.burg1ary 
and sentenced' to',eight months 
in' the County'Jail, 'b'utth,e tern 
\yas'susended oni the' cbn'ditioiii 
tlt,Ray spend:at lease 90 days 
in "jail' and' tay" ,awy from 
alcohol. 

"I Had Some, Beers' 

c toLd, a .pioba'tio' office' 
that he.,'ha'd " not:entered the 

'j Câie " crhn 
He said',hkprñothing about 
thee p,es,i,iité' orabo'ut whv'h 
h'a'd'been arrhste'd. 
I Asked wly lie,,h d entered, 
,thbuildin he said: 

guess,I'had some b erso 
something.". 'f. 
'RaST.told,the officçrjhat.sev.- 

e'al' tim'es in " I1Unois,"he, hal 
tried to ente' houses after 
drinking too much, "but nev'r 
khew what he was .doing. 
lRay , hen returned o Chi 

cago, ',where .'I3é ' worked 'is a 
labOrer, at' a' pubhshin om 
pany. On,' Ma:"6i952, he, en 
ter,ed', a t'ai'; and ,,after, several 
blocks , put 'a gunagaint the' 
dihe's,, head, a'nd'f1ed,ith , 11, 

A'.'passerby' gave chase,, h 
Ray't'se,me'd to"l'. be ping., 
"Ih'enhe"ducked'iñto :anhlley;' 
WI{icli prpved:tønbe,,a dead end., 
H t,ried to .clirn,'a,.,walI b1it 
rwasshot 

'1i6' cli Od'Rj eballOdIysi 
terday thatRáy had' said &he 
he was.,catued Wht the' 
'hell' ai'eyou "getti •.11ng oht ' of' 

' ' 

Ra Wa's ' ehtenced to,tonelt'o, 
,two i'e rs bnd" ieleasd& from 
th S,tL.ate-,,,Reformatoiy in on 
tiac, lll.;'on,March,'12, 195-1. He 
'ii a ser,'e'd"tirne,, in JoIiOtIll,, 
befoi e next appeaung in Kan, 
,sas' City:Mo.y wherO he' was 

.':convioted,,'-in ";195' ofdc'ahing-
'forged,'i'Indhey,orders.  

ArtestOd Again 

A fLei thF'ée more years, in 
puSOnRay,'movbThto St.'Louis,, 
iherOih&lived'in mdilapidáthd 

boärdirig'"house" inr,'tEeb On'b'e' 
Mshionable Lafayette 1 Park 
area He as larrestedi in 'his 
'1Oby.'10.fobtc,,.room in ',19,59 
,after agrdc'er'' , itcire 

The ' arn ed robbery coñ'vicg' 
tian carried , a 2O-yeac,,,sen 
tence:. ' I-IO',;,,-was a1so':;facing' 
,chargesfo1, robbery at91 
theft at::th'e: tinid,';the,ju'ry 
deLiberated just 20 minutes ,,. 

As e"qa."led 1aafroin, , 
,urtRay1 tried',to escapetby 
jumping' into -an elev1. ator,"buf 
'he v as,'?i'ëcaitCred añd'señt'tO 
the MisdUrj, Statéenifential.y 
Twice,he"tqe'0' eape,o the' 
sec'oiid ,"time ,.by''hidirg' in''à' 
'ñtjl ve'ator-shaft,"1  

1e' s.' con fjf"1j 
in the,,rnaxijñum,sécutjtywa.d 
at the.,tht'éiho'spjtalt in Fulton,' 
'Mo,, hat"s badk at the pbni-
ten tiary , 1ast' ' year when, ,h'e 
final1'iDsud'c'eOd in 
'by 'hiding under a batdh,;of, 

".Ray"'travcI' since 11i escape, 
'are üncertaim  











      
               
           

        
   

    





    
   
     

   

  
 

        

      

   
        

 

       

   

         
          

          
            

         
           
        

            
           

          
              

 

          





  
  
 

         
          

           
           

        
   

     

       
        

   
  



     
    

        

 
     

        

   
  

 

 

         

         
           

       
     

  
  

 

  

           



    
    
      

    
 

       

      

  

       

        
         

          
           

 

         
          

          
          

     

  
 

  

          



    
     
       

   

 
       

     

  

      

      
        

         
         

           
        

        
           

       
  

          



    
      

       

    

  
       

     

  

       

        
        

          
      

         
           

           

         
             

           











 

  
  

    

 

  
   

  
         

        
     

 
     

        
             

   

              
          

            
         

            
          

         
     

  
  

    
           
        

             

   






