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While at the Missouri State Penitentiary RAY quit sm

RAY enjoyed tinkering with mechanical things, had
built an air-conditioner out of spare parts for his pri
cell, and was handy in the repair of radios, parts for which

he would obtain from the penitentiary ma&chine shop.

AEBY stated he would in no way render assisgance
to aid in the capture of RAY. :

BOBBY FRED ASHE Missouri State Penitentiary #
01562, knew JAMES EARL RAY at the penitentiary but was not
too well acquainted with him. He stated no one was well
acquainted with RAY as he was a quiet individual. He |never
knew RAY to express strong opinions on any subject, including
racial matters, and he never heard of a bounty mentioned in
connection with Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING.

ASHE did not feel that RAY was involved in the
sale of amphetamines or 'pills', or to operate or play|in
poker games.

JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN advised he is 69 years of age
and he knew JAMES EARL RAY for about 6 months during 1959.
He and RAY robbed a supermarket at Alton, Illinois, which was
the only score they pulled together. He claimed RAY cheated
him, AUSTIN, of his part of the loot from the robbery.

AUSTIN was unaware that RAY had escaped from prison
or that he was being sought in the slaying of Dr. MARTI
KING,

LEWIE RAYMOND DOWDA is an inmate of the Cobb County
Jail, Marietta, Georgia, and was formerly incarcerated at the
Missouri State Penitentiary. Hewds acquainted . with JAMES .
EARL RAY for approximately three years. DOWDA was the chief
cook at the prison during this time and RAY worked as a
slicer,

He described RAY as an avid reader who participated
in softball games as a pitcher and would watch all the basebadall
games at the prison.

In 1966, a group of Black Muslims petitioned for the
right to have their own religious services and a subsequent
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JOHN R. KELLER possessed Leavenworth Prisbn,."

He was located at 2150 Apache Boulevard, M‘s
Arizona, and stated he formerly served time at Leave‘"
from 1955 to 1957. He denies any knowledge or associati
with JAMES EARL RAY and disclaims recognition of the |pho
graph of RAY as a former inmate at Leavenworth. He st
he has no knowledge of RAY's present whereabouts. '

WALTER TERRY RIFE, FBI #4558766, was 1ocate,.
Quincy, Illinois, and d1scla1ms having seen JAMES EARL
since he was incarcerated at Leavenworth, Kansas, in 1
He has no information concerning the current whereaboﬁts O
JAMES EARL RAY nor his close associates.

When arrested with RAY in 1955, he fabricat
name WILLIARD J. MC BRIDE as the individual from whom: y
purchased stolen money orders obtained in the Kellervillle,
Il1linois, Post Office burglary. He ' 'also used the name| VERNO
ELMO RIFE on his first arrest. T

‘RIFE stated that RAY was prejudiced agalnst ”egro
in a general way and he has never known RAY to belong ‘o.a'
“organization or to make any threat against Negroes.

Both he and RAY were sentenced on July 1,
Leavenworth and RIFE was veleased in 1960.
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Indiana State Penitentiary. He claims

to have last seen the subject some 2 to 4
years ago when he visited the subject at
the Missouri State Penitentiary (MSP), and
he claims to have seen him prior to| that
time about 15 years ago at which time the
subject had just been discharged from the
U. S. Army.

JOHN will admit to having visited the
subject at the MSP only 3 or 4 times. MSP
records reflect visits by JOHN on the
following dates:

10/17/62
7/7/63
11/3/63
11/11/63
5/6/65
7/10/66
11/13/66
12/20/66
4/22/67

It should be noted that this last visit
on April 22, 1967, occurred on the day
prior to the subject's escape on April 23,
1967; however, JOHN RAY denies having

any part in the subject's escape.

JOHN RAY has expressed the belief thal
subject had money in his possession wi
escaped, money which he made from the
of amphetamines while the subject was
the MSP. JOHN has also stated he belis
the s ject has left the United States
the subject reportedly told him that he
would do this if he ever got out of px
JOHN denies having seen the subject si
the subject’'s escape and claims to havie no
information concerning his whereabouts.
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Brother

Sister

mobile accident during 1963.

FRANK DELANO RYAN was killed in an Tuto-

CAROL PEPPER, born , is
married to ALBERT PEPPER and resides at

2025 Belleview, Maplewood, Missouri), a
suburb of St. Louis. She is the owner of
record of the Grapevine Tavern, 1982 Arsenal,
St. Louis, Missouri, which she operates with
her brother, JOHN LARRY RAY. Her home
telephone is 645-2948 and the telephone at

"the tavern is PR 6-9417.

She
has been married to ALBERT BENNY PEPPER,

"FBI #581 723 D, for about the past 6 years

and ALBERT PEPPER denies ever having met
the subject. When gquestioned regarding a
letter addressed by the subject from the
MSP to Albert J. Pepper Statiomery, |712-A
Shenandogh, St. Louis, Missouri, ALBERT
PEPPER stated he formerly resided at that
address but was not aware of any mail
addressed in such a manner. He admitted
that his wife might have received such a
communication but he denied having any in-
formation concerning this. Neither (CAROL
nor ALBERT PEPPER admitted having heard
from the subject since his escape and
neither will admit ¢to having any information

concerning his whereabouts. CAROL PEPPER

claims to have seen the subject only 3
or 4 times im her lifetime and this was

after she came to reside in St. Louis at

about age 16. She states she has neyer
visited him at the MSP but did write| letters
to him for her grandmother, MARY MAHER, now

43

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ME 44-1987
8 .

THOMAS BEECHER CREWS, Missouri State Peni
No. 71845, is currently serving a life sentence for
He came to the Missouri State Penitentiary in 1958,

lfe said he did not know JAMES EARL RAY in
Missouri State Penitentiary, though the photograph
contained in the newspapers looks familiar. He did
know any associates of RAY either.

. \  RAYMOND LOUIS CURTIS is currently incarce
in the Whitfield County Jail, Dalton, Georgia, pend

appeal onka life sentence for murder,

Xe first became acquainted with JAMES EAR
in March 195 in the Jackson County Jail, Kamsas Ci
Missouri, wigre RAY was incarcerated on a Post Offi
Burglary chaiNs
months, ~
yisit him,

Menard, Illinois,
money while RAY ws
he would harbor RAY,

This individual kept RAY in spen
in prison and it is CURTIS'® opi

&fter

ﬁhis incarceration in the Jacksom C
Jail they both al different times were transferred

the Federal Peniipntiary in Leavenworth, During th
period at Leavenw\rth RAY, to his knowledge, spoke
girlfriend and coiyesponded with nome. He mentione
he "operated' whici\ CURTIS stated meant engaged in

and payroll jobs, ouly of Quincy, Illinois,

RAY 1s a gol! poker player and he with CU
participated with felldy prisoners in crooked poker
At a subsequent time th\y were both incarcerated in
Missouri State Pemitentifry, occasionally in the sa
cell. While in B and C Hylls they were together in
three-man cell with a thi@d individual, and it was
this period that Presidend JOHN F., KENNEDY was assa
Subsequently in 1983 or 1884 the movements of Dr. M
LUTHER KING became topic of conversation at the pen
and word got around to the prisoners that businessm
raised a considerable amount of money, about one mi
dollars, as a bounty on KING's head.
times that had he known about the bounty on JO

HN F 2/
head and had been out he would have collected it&gg
2 'J]

got out in time and if XING was still alive, he
to get the bounty on KING. 53
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RAY had
spelled like a coin, "Quarter'" or "Dime', apparentl
fence, who would harbor RAY.

GEORGE BEN EDMONDSON, an inmate at the Mi

State Penitentiary, initially denied knowing JAMES

a friend in New Orleans whose name was

a

ssouri
ARp RAY,

but subsequently recognized him as an associate of

he knew by the name of RAY CURTIS.
dealings with RAY inside or outside the penitentiar
therefore had nothing to discuss with him. EDMONDS
it is very easy to get a Canadian passport. All th
needed is $5.00 plus someone to sign as a guarantor
substantiate this with a baptismal certificate or a
certificate. These records are available; as are g
in the Rue Notre Dome area. It costs about $50 to
the necessary papers to back up the passport applic

All the inmates at the Missouri State Pen
are aware how easy it is to get Canadlan passports
through this procedure.

BEN GOODIN, salesman, Schantzmeyer Ford,
City, Missouri, formerly was chef at the Missouri S
Penitentiary and knew JIMMY RAY well, being his bos
about six years. RAY was a good friend of a blond
by the name of DOWDA who hated Negroes.

GOODIN thought that both RAY and DOWDA co
mixed up in peddling dope in the pen;tentiary but
never prove it.

‘He was aware that RAY wanted to escape f
penitentiary and he "killed" a request by RAY for
to a farm because of this. RAY was strictly a ion
very quiet, .

MELVIN OLIVER GRIDLEY, currently an inma
Missouri Training Center for Men, was a "hall tend
J Hall where RAY hid
for one week in 1964

:

in the Missouri State Penitent
or 1965,

under GRIDLEY in the recreatic
as closed-mouth who had few fr
anyone, GRIDLEY lost contact

RAY worked
but he was described
did not talk much to

EARL RAY in 1965 or 1966 when RAY was placed in sol

.confinement.

54
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2/26/68

2/26/68

PATRICIA ANDERSON, nee SCHUBERT, is t
only one of these thus far identifie

he

d.
She has made available a photograph which

GALT enclosed in his letter to her,
PATRICIA ANDERSON has never subsecribe
"The Local Swinger' nor has she ever
written to pen pal clubs or subscribe
the Los Angeles "Free Press.'" She ha

d to

d to
s never

met GALT and has had no further correspondence

from him., . i

The FBI Laboratory concluded that the sig-

nature ERIC S. GALT appearing on the

type-

written letter dated February 17, 1968,
was prepared by the individual who prepared
this signature in this name appearing on

numerous other items submitted.

ERIC S. GALT purchased Bank of Americ
Money Order #0799 19430 from the Holl
Western Branch, Bank of America, Holl
California. This money order was in
amount of $6.44 and was made payable
Futura Books.

The FBI Laboratory concluded that the
signature ERIC S, GALT appearing on t
money order was prepared by the write

the signatures in this name appearing

on other specimens submitted and attri
to ERIC S. GALT,

a
ywood
ywood,
the
to

his
r of

buted

ERIC S. GALT purchased Bank of Americ
Money Order #0799 19701 from the Holl
Western Branch, Bank of America, Holl
California. This money order is in ¢
amount of $7.50 and was made payable

Locksmithing Institute.

The FBI Laboratory concluded that the
signature ERIC S. GALT appearing on t
money order was prepared by the write
the signatures in this name appearing

wood
ood,

he

to

his
r of

on other specimens submitted and attributed

‘to ERIC S. GALT,
26
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2/26/68

By letter postmarked February 26, 196
addressed to Tiffany Enterprises, 851
Whitworth Drive, Los Angeles, Califor
ERIC 8. GALT, 5533 Hollywood Boulevar

Hollywood, California, ordered one paf

Japanese handecuffs.

It is noted that Tiffany Enterprises
a mail order business but that they d
stock these Japanese handcuffs, so it
necessary for them to have the order

filled by the Internatiomal Police Equp—

ment Company, 806 South Robertson Ave
Angeles. These handeuffs were shippe
GALT on March 16, 1968,

The FBI Laboratory concluded that thq
signature ERIC §. GALT appearing on 1%
typewritten letter dated February 26,
was prepared by the writer of the "GA
signatures on other specimens previou
submitted. 4

On this date GALT was graduated from
International School of Bartending, 2
Sunset Boulevard, Los Angeles, Califo
and a photograph made that date has b
covered., Approximately a week after
graduation he was telephonically cont
by the director of this school;, who i
he had employment for GALT as a bart%
GALT declined stating that he was le
town within 2 weeks to visit his brot
and did not wish to take employment.
indicated he would later return to Lo
Angeles.

ERIC S. GALT, 5533 Hollywood Boulevar

nue, Los
d to

he
1968,
LT
sly

the

125
rnia,
een dis-
GALT*s
acted
ndicated
nder.
ving

her

GALT

s

d,

Los Angeles, Califormia, purchased a|U. S.

Postal Money Order #1,916,211,078 at
Angeles, California. This postal mon
order was in the amount of $15 and w
made pavable to the Locksmithing IHSF
Little Falls, New Jersey.

28
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4/1/68

4/3/68

4/4/68

® @

On this date an individual using the name
ERIC GALT left both laundry and dry cleaning
at the Piedmont Laundry pick up station,

1168 Peachtree, N.E., Atlanta, Georgia,

ERIC S. GALT, 2608 Highland Avenue, Birming-

ham, Alabama, registered at the Rebel
Hotel, 3466 Lamar Avenue, on April 3,

Motor
1968,

was assigned Room 34, and departed the hotel

April 4, 1968. At the time of regist
GALT indicated on the registration ca
he was driving a Mustang bearing Alab
license 1-38993.

prior to the checkout time of 1:00 P;E. on

The FBI Laboratory concluded that the

ation
d that
ma

signature of ERIC S. GALT appearing on the

hotel registration card was prepared by

the same individual who. prepared other specimens

submitted under the same name.

Between 3:00 P.M; and 3:30 P.M. on this date
a man using the name JOHN WILLARD rented
sleeping room 5B at 4224 South Main Street,

Memphis, Tennessee, at the rate of $8
per week. He paid one week's rent in
advance.

50

He was not required to execute

a registration card or to otherwise provide

any information concerning himself or
automobile,

At about 4:00 P.¥. on April 4, 1968,
unknown individual purchased from Yor
Arms Company, 162 South Main Street,

n

his

emphis,

Tennessee, a pair of Bushnell 7 x 35 binoculars.

The salesman did not recoid the serial
of the binoculars; however, he wrote %
price of the binoculars $39.95 and the
amount of the tax $1.60 on the side of
cardboard box in which the binoculars

and added them for a total of $41.55.,

placed the sales slip, the binoculars,
box, and the leather type carrying ca

in a gray paper bag which bears on itg
the name York Arms. This witness subs
identified photographs of JAMES EARL R

33
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