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'FD-350 <Re;, 10-19-77) • 

(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

Wedding "'(ithout a 
.hone}'moon for Ra)' ·· 

- I . . 'l 
James Earl Ray, the a telephone interview taken back to his cell;" 

confessed killer of Mar- Thursday night_; Lane said. Asked if Ray 
tin Luther King Jr., is to He said. four prison was to be allowed to 
take a bride to9,ay in officers were ,i to be consummate the wed­
prison but will not con- present but Jhat no ding, the warden said, 
summate the wedding extra security' precau- "No." · 
afterward, the prison tions were planned. "Of The Rev. James Law­
warden ~id. · course, it's be~d three son, . once associated 

Ray, 50, will marry· locked doors," l).e said. with King, said Monday 
Anna Sandhu, a free- "I'll allow them to he planned to perform 
lance television court- have cake ~d coffee today's ceremony. L'aw­
room artist, in a 3 p.m. and_-sociali7.e for about son, pastor of the Hol­
ceremony behind the 30 minutes, then he11 be man United Methodist 
walls of Bruhy Mountain Church in Los Angeles, 
State . Penitentiary, a formerly was minister 
maximum security at a black church in 
prison in a mountainous, Memphis and was 
isolated area of East among the persons who 
Tennessee. convinced King to visit 

Stonney Lane, prison . Memphis in 1968 to to 
warden, said there were help striking city g~rb-
to be a maximum of five agemen. 
guests at the ceremony Mrs. Sandhu, 32, a 

'I in the visitors' gallery at Kno~e .divorcee, 
the prison. He said no announced · last week 

I reporters or that she planned to mar-
11 photographers were· to ry Ray, a lifelong bache-
. be allowed to attend in lor. 
I accordance ~th prison Ray is serving a 00-
1 policy and. because it year term for the April 
i would disrupt prison 4, 1968, slaying of King 

routine. ! """ittw,,~,··'"t in Memphis. He pleaded 
"I've got about 429 guilty in 1969 , to King's 

other inmates I've got murder but· has since 
responsibility for and tried to recant and 
it's too di§J"Uptive to th~ JAMES E.\BLRAY demand a ne'i".! trial ip 

t institution," Lane said in ••• marrfecl · the case. 
-._ .I 
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· Ccp.iea cif all rc;.po~ts ~or, .t·C:~1~i?ic,,nt, cd:f;i,.:!es 
b;3t:n ;re"L~t;i. v.2,J m::.d h,,;;:.v~: ~"'Lll:"! ;;:or,,;'arckd to t.:ti,2 

J~►a$+2.;:l 011. tl1f,:: 0:<te.r:£-;i~r~2 ~ill"~~.:;t~.:tqatic•n et.,11:1r2.uct~::;tt 
-,,,. t·Jr-i,~ ,,.,_.,....,,,,~_., .... ~- ·11.·1-"i.•• Y•i1c-,..., . ., :nl1 "'""'";;l"'l .. , ~1~c1u,;.-;~,_, :.,..1,,, .k,..i.:_;.: .t.i ...... i-H~..t-"':;, .-,...~ rit,,_i~..:;. ..... 71 ... _~ ... ,J'. ... ...... ~~-:1'·"'t.r_. ..... ..,, .. ..,_ ... __ ~.f-~_-1.L.; 14•.'-lb.,-5· _ 

fact inves·t:iqntior,; d(,,:,t-:•rr:-,i.r.:.€'::d 11,i, i'.;.h~ nor:. h«ve acc1;;!ss to the 
airf;l:x.ut?. in. ;ip1:·il cd: l:.16(: ,. r.or. tr°J ;:, V!: .. : .• ~h.:lSl .i.n J-"ii:u-.s.c)uri 
as ho ,.;-;laiF,0d.,. tt ... e :."Jcpart:1rc,·yt r~'TUcstE:/1. !'.:;.O· £'t!rt'!::..::r1 
-i,-.1:;,ci:,;;;::.t,~·.-,,;;,t•i,·,,, .... ~ .. , .-..: __ ,,,, '-·''i"~r;·•" ~llc•,..,.,:,t•i,.,.,~·· ~~"-v--..v,,_._,:J.,•,;.•,.,..,,._ ·~-.,_ ~,,.. "/;,..-,t,l.,, ...... t, •'L.,.-..,_,.,J_l -....... • •--."".,/ .... ._"><;"" ~ij...,;? 

F·rcr:1pt1y roport a.n.::l ,C'lC.dlt.i-:r:1..~l iafornation to 
rnnro volurd::-;1G.1'.'o(~ !.'e· t~K hil~un G.llc~~:at.ic~"'.l .. £H:rwt!\l'er. 
ccni:u•::t r;.'-' acti vn inv1~~:-;ti'.:_;'(1, tic!1 m1l-D ~s i-nst.rut;:t,rci.J /by 
!)DilJJ) as 1_iir·:r1ctc-r.J ;"_;~l- t;.;(~ :..:.8f.l.:ir·tt·!;:!~~llt. 2" 
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CC-j9ti~;~. o-e all l'."1'1.f,;!00rt:s fx-Of~, ~1';:;.~l_rd.o-'n t.. C;f,fi~tH.t. 
-t:i~.v.,~ !,.;2-en .rf~t~iV\2t} ~%-t1~1. t:.r3V~J. - t-~:r~n 1or~l!\X'tJi}f.:.t tt), tti.~~, 
:..:rtt r~•~\:-r.i::~,}?.;:£:t t .. '=' 

l~;1_:ii!r] Ori ti11;:_ ~,,_~:t.·.s-.t$~.i.ve lJ:v•:J;St:i~~z;.tl.tii:f1 _f!Ol¥1tic~tr.lcl 
rre t..tii& !:!\s.r,rr1J;:~$ -\1it1.i,.~": t'·~il.a~,:~ ~ll~'.i(t:t;;·t! .. f;lJ.. .ii:(~l"itdi..~".tr:r f:l.±::z ,r.; {'~ t-!..._~ • •.•~,_• .. ~I ~,"f': ,:,-) 7,..~,,.....,::1t.,·-. -'t-,• •- '! F:••••,..i •:;~_-\ -~.:~-~ \: ~~. •• •!'I,~",•~•'°'"••"' ~·1 L~.C:a_ ,4, .• IJ'f,,$,.to-~!-.t~.11...,. « ,;,-,'1/:: • ..,,., ..... ~,,..i,,.,:z, ,;. "·'"·•-' ,,::.,u'< t., ...... ,.J. ..... V~- -1:'<"'-'l.,(·;:l'ihli to 
l'!.:!x.;;1l4,1iit:~ in ~:::.a:il 1>1'i. lilLi-. ilOZ' t,f:: :i -Vt,k':icl~~ ir• f~M .. ~ao.µr,i 
i:tS tw; -C:L~i!:"'~W.,., 1!.Ltl iJt,p.1:r.ts,.,~l_?.it. t"·&.":;:~-4.,f.4t.ff:s:: .,s.C: f.µ:tl;:::p_;:,,r 
J.r."';;~Sti•~:.,1t;t;io:n :r:t':: t.,111-::, 1:?.il2r;ni a1.1.:rry;;it.i,hi. i 

1:'r.m';:.fA::..l.y :t,,'i'f·G-rt: ,s:J;y •tfrk!i:::;:-.1.m1£:1 info:t~atio;.':~i 
77£.I!l~-) V«:fl~tt~!f;2; .. ~e{: ',f;(_~ ~iti !~'ilt.t:(')~1 i.lll&(~atictn 7 1:"10W0"'.re1~ f 

,;et1-Jt1<Jt 410 ·'aC~:.:.ivr1 i11Vt)·~t1~J~i;i,~;n tlJ~1~~~5 iilzt.n1,,t~3r:l. b_y 
!7IfII~iG l.:t!i 1.i.i.r~;;:tcf~ '::i':f it.1;!;; t.:•~r,}u1:-t1n~~JJ t ·t• 
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SA 44-1242 

References 

Relatives 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I . 

KENNETH L. KI~G 
Pastor, First/Baptist 

Church of Canyon Lake, 
I 

Star Route ,2 
Box 94, /. 
New Braunfels, Texas 78130 
(512)964-3457 

LAWRENCE F • ;bGHEY 
. . Route 1 

Box 1955 
· Winona, Texas 

(_In lette~ of recommendation, 
HUGHEY ~ndicated that he 
had nev~r known WILSON to 
be hostile, although he 
did drihk too much) 

. I . 
. ··-···· .S:i.ster: ~rs. LYDIA MCGAHEY 

.. ,.; , ~002 East 8th Avenue 

12 

',r; · .. -· r.orth Columbus, ... r Mississippi 

(WILSON indicated that this 
sister is the relative who 
unders1ands him best) 

Sister:; Mrs. CHRISTINE GUNTHORP 
Route 1 

I Fulton, Mississippi 
I . 

One Brother (not further 
identified) 
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SA 44-1242 

Previous Employments 

Prior Marriages 

13 

I 

• I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

Crittenden Dr~all · 
8310-A Speedway 
San Antonid, Texas 
Telephone 341-2407 (5/76) 

. . I 
Austin Power, Incorporated 

I Buda, Texas 
Telephone1 295-7351 (12/77) I . 

U. s. Air Force (May, 1947 -
I 

. Februar~, 1960) 

Knights Life Insurance 
. Memphil, Tennessee 
· (July, 1963 - December, 1965). 

Prudenti 1 Insurance Company 
Memph~s, Tennessee 

I 
I 

(Febr~ary, 1960 - July, 1963) 

U. s. Jir Force Reserve 
Richcirds - Gebaur Air 
Fore~ Base, Missouri -
PanJl Engineer (January, 1966 -
Jamiary, 196 7) 

Self!employed Jewelry and 
Wattch Repairs, 
Starkville, Mississippi 
<1anuary, 1967 - January, 
,976) . · 

BETTY LOU (HOOTEN) WILSON, 
Dec1bmber 13, 1948 - 1966 ;. 
1966-1973 

AVj'S LEA (PRUETT) WILSON, 
December 31, 1974 - June 7, 1975 

I 
I 
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Prior Arrests 1963 - Los Angeles, California -
Bad Check - Restitution Made 

·Dismissed / . 

1973 - San AnJonio, Texas-· 
· Contempt of/Court - Dismissed 

1972 - San A1tonio, Texas -
Post-dated/check - Made Good 

1966 -.Memph~s, Tennessee -
. forgery - fismissed 

February, 1975, Mountain Home, 
Arkansas IL Public Drunk -
Fined 

January, 1976, Hurst, Texas -
Child support - pending 

1974 - FuJton, Mississippi·· 
DWI - Fined 

On March 25, 1976, under ~auseN~r 7712, WILSON 
was placed on 8 years probation by the 22nd Judicial District 
Court, Comal County, for Theft Over $200 and/Under $10,000. 
The charge resulted from WILSON's taking a 9heck for $2500 
from a supposed business partner to Dallas, /Texas, for the 
purpose of purchasing stock for their jewelry store. WILSON 
did not return. A condition of the probatibn was the restitution 
of $2500 and payment of court costs in the hmount of $62.50. 

. I 
On June .a, 1976, WILSON reported/to the Probation 

Office while under the influence of alcohol. WILSON advised 
that he had been workinq for the u. s. Sec/ret Service in 
Seguin, Texas, on a counterfeiting ring and that members of 
this ring were attempting to kill him. H~ admitted to being 
under the influence of alcohol and asked ~hat his probation 
be revoked. WILSON was incarcerated in the Comal County Jail. 

14 
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SA 44-1242 

Subsequent inquiry by ALLEN with the U.S. Secret 
Service determined that WILSON had furnished information of 
no value to that agency and that there was no coun~erfeiting 
ring. After approximately three days of incarcera~ion WILSON 
advised ALLEN that the reason he had requested hislprobation 
be revoked was because he was seeking protection. He indicated 
that he wanted his probation continued. By report dated 
February 6, 1978, to the Probation Office, WILSON ndicated 
that he was residing at 113 Mill Street, San Marco~, Texas, 
78666, telephone number' 392-2776. He listed his e~ployment . 
as self-employed - construction. The report indic~ted that 
he was living with his wife, JO ANN WILSON • 

. ·15 
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SA 44-1242 
TEM:eya / 

The following investigation was conducted at 
New Braunfels, Texas, by SA THOMAS E. MOODY, IV: / 

I . 
On August 22, 1978, BARBARA HARTIGAN, Records, 

McKenna Memorial Hospital, New Braunfels, Texas, ~fter 
having been furnished an Authority to Release Me~ical 
Information, executed by BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, J,, furnished 
the following background and descriptive data: / 

Name BURGESS WILSON 
Date of Birth 
Address 

Relatives 

Box 1444 ) 
Startzville Texas 
STEPHEN WILSON (-son) 
5427 Little!.' Creek 
San Antonio, Texas 78242 
Telephone 623-4939, 
u. s. Air Elorce 

Occupation Retired I 
Telephone Number 899-2764 

Medical records indicate that on May 22, 1974, 
• at 10:35 p.m., WILSON arrived at the EmergencYJ Room, McKenna 

Memorial Hospital by ambulance experiencing s~vere chest pains 
and numbness of his right arm. Examination irldicated an 
abnormal electro-cardiogram. WILSON was admitted at 12:05 a.m., 
May 23, 1974. He was treated for coronary occlusion. The 
following day the pain disappeared and the e1

1
bctro-cardiogram 

was normal. His past medical history listed alcoholism and 
heart attack, the last "heart attack" being :iin 1963 in Memphis, 
Tennessee. · . . . . I 

· On May 24, 1974, WILSON left the hospital via taxi 
against medical advice at 3:20 p.m. J 
. It was ~oted in the medical recor s that WILSON has 

upper dentures. · I . . 
On May 28, 1974, WILSON again apprared at the McKenna 

Memorial Hospital Emergency Room at 8:45 a.m., indicating that 
he had received a rattlesnake bite at appr9ximately 7:30 a.m., 

16· I 
/ 
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SA 44-1242 

while pulling weeds at his residence near·Canyon Lake •. 
He was admitted to the hospital at 9:45 a.m., with/ the 
initial diagnosis being "rattlesnake bite, possible~ 
toxic hepatic dysfunction probably secondary to ethanol 
intake." . I 

Examination of the wound revealed a slightly 
raised, scratched area on the left wrist, however) no 
fang marks were located. WILSON was determined tJ be 
allergic to anti-venom. Suction was applied to the wound 
area, however, no venom was located. I · 

His medical history indicated that he supposedly 
has carcinoma of the prostate which was diagnosed/ at the 
University of Tennessee about six months prior to May 30, 
1974. Patient admitted to slightly heavy use of alcohol. 

1974. 
WILSON was discharged _at .9:10 a.m., on May 30, 

17 
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SA 44-1242 

The following investigation was conducte by 
SA MANUEL MARQUEZ, JR.: 

AT.BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS 

On August 23, 1978, a search with Browns lille, Texas, 
Police Department records, Cameron County Sheriff'; Office 
records, and Cameron County Jail records, failed to reflect 
any record identifiable with BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR. 

18* 
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· FD--263 (Rev,. 7-15-75) • • 

FED-ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

SAN ANTONIO MEMPHIS 8/30/78 8/18-23/"'!8 ,. 

TITLE OF CASE REPORT MADE BY TYPED B 

JAMES EARL 
DR. MARTIN 

VICTIM 

REFERENCES: 

RAY, aka; SA THOMAS E. MOODY, IV mmk LUTHER KING, JR. - CHARACTER OF CASE 

CR - CONSPIRACY 

Mem hi t 1 - to B . p s e etype the ureau, dated 8/18/78, 
San Antonio teletype to the Bureau, da~ed 8/18/78; 
Dallas teletype to the Bureau, dated 8~19/78; · 
Jackson teletype to the Bureau, dated 8~19/78; 
San Antonio teletype to the Bureau, dated 8/19/78; 

·san Antonio teletype to the Bureau, dat~d 8/21/78; 
B·ureau teletype, dated 8/22/78; 
San Antonio teletype, dated 8/23/78; 
Jackson teletype, dated 8/23/78; and 

· Jackson teletype, dated 8/24/78_. 

- RUC -

ADMINISTRATIVE 

A review of San Antonio indices revealed t~at BURGESS 
. AUDIE WILSON, JR. is a subject of San Antonio file 29-2620 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED D NONE ACQUIT- CASE HAS BEEN: 

CON VIC. brlE\rs'i~'N FUG. FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES TALs 
...:.:::.=..:.:.::...~!.:!.-==~:.....=..::+--_:_:.:..:..::.,:___-+------t-------t----t PEN DING OVER ONE YE AR O YES ONO 

APPROVED 
SPECIAL AGENT 

IN CHARGE 

COPIES MADE: 

4-Bureau (44-38861) 
3-Memphis (44-1987 Sub M) 

· (1-USA, Memphis, Tennessee) 
1-Jackson (62-544) 

~n Antonio (44-12.42) 

ASSEMBLED B\'~ ~~ 
Dissemination Record of Attached Report 

Agency 

Request Recd. 

Date Fwd .. 

How Fwd. 

PENDING PROSECUTION 
OVER SIX MO THS 

DO NOT WRITE IN SP~CES BELOW 

' ' .--,~e, ~ -
~j1'i;1·i~ed ·>if t:_::·.~~--.. 
I i~reexed ....... ;:tit?''"""" .. . 

Notations 

y 

'Fl Id .. -........ ,_ ............ .. 
~ __ _i_ ___ J_ ___ J _ ____;____;_J __ _:__~-------------:::Jr-t.-:;;:--:-;.-.;----:i,---.,n 

A LI ' I/Ad~ -
COVER PAGE 7 j T 
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SA 44-1242 

captioned "BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., BF&E, 00: Sn Antonio." 
WILSON allegedly defaulted on a $1,000.00 note at he Kyle 
State Bank, Kyle, Texas, and in a security agreeme t and 
financing statement filed with the Hayes County District 
Clerk's Office, WILSON indicated that the $1,0_00.00 note was 
obtained to purchase cattle. 

By teletype, dated August 24, 1978, Jacks n Division 
requested San Antonio to re-interview WILSON regardling a dis- , 
crepancy in the registration number of the Bonanza ~ircraft he 
claimed he owned at the time of KING's death. This interview 
was not conducted based on telephonic instructions eceived 
from ASAC, Memphis Division, on August 24, 1978. 

B* 
COVER PAGE 
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•• · FD-204 (Rev. 3-3-S9) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Copy to: ·1-u. S. Attorney, Memphis, Tennessee 

Report of: THOMAS E. MOOpY, IV 
8/30/78 

Oma, Sap Anlnio, 
Bureau File#: 4 4-3 8 61 

Texas 
Date: 

Field Office File #: 44-1242 

Title: JAMES EARL RAY; 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM 

Character: CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY 

Synopsis: NCIC inquiry revealed BURGESS AUDIE WILSO , JR., born 
I Lin, Mississippi, Social Security Account Nmlnber ( SSAN) 

. 

I ~ wanted by New Braunfels, Texas, PolicelDepartment: 
as Probation Violator as of 8/18/78. WILSON presen~ly on pro-· 
bation out of Comal County District Court, Texas, for theft over 
$200.00 and under $10,000.00. WILSON previously tr~ated at 
McKenna Memorial Hospital, New Braunfels, Texas, ana Veterans 
Administration (VA) Hospital, San Antonio, Texas. No record 
located for treatment of mental disorders. Resultstof record 
reviews of both hospitals, Comal County District Co rt Clerk's 
Office, Comal County Probation Office, Comal County

1

sheriff's 
Office, and interview of ex-wife set forth. 

- RUC -

DETAILS: 

AT SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 

On August 18, 1978, inquiry of the Nation 1 Crime . 
Information Center (NCIC) revealed that BURGESS AUD E WILSON, ~R., 
born I I in Mississippi, Social Securi~y Account 
Number {SSAN) I I Texas Drivers License Nu ber 77911315, · 
was wanted by the New Braunfels, Texas, Police Depa tment as a 
Probation Violator, date of warrant April.18, 1978. 

The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Clerk DAVID A. WALL:. 

AT SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 

This document contain• neither recommendations nor conclu,ion• of the FBI. It i• the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its content• 
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SA 44-1242 

A review of the records, Identification Breau, Bexar 
County Jail, San Antonio, Texas, on August 18, 1978, indicated 
that BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., white male, born I " 

height 5 '11", hair black, eyes brown, was booked~1~· n~t:-o~t~h-e~B~e_x_a_r~ 
County Jail on June 19, 1972 on Contempt of Court charges out of 
State District Court 57 (case number F248-084). WI SON served 
twelve days and was released on June 30, 1972. 

The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Clerk CARMEN J. HINES : . 

AT SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 

On August 21, 1978, a review of court rec rds, Bexar 
County 57th District Court, San Antonio, Texas, revJaled WILSON 
was incarcerated for Contempt of Court growing out df a civil 
suit entitled "Allison-Kaufmann. Company, a Califordia corporation, 
v. North Star Diamond Corporation (case number F248-fo84). of which 
WILSON was listed as the owner. This civil suit inv!olved a fraud 
case and WILSON was incarcerated following his refusal to furnish 
the court with an inventory of merchandise in his possession 
belonging to Allison-Kaufmann Company. This incarce ation did 
not involve any action growing out oJ child support • 

. The following investigation was conducted y Special 
Agent WAYNE SMITH: 

AT SAN MARCOS, TEXAS 

On August 19, 1978, JO ANN CHILDRESS, 113 ill, San 
Marcos, Texas, advised that she met BURGESS AUDIE WifSON, JR., 
also known as Bill Wilson, at Sadler, Texas, in Septrnber, 1977, 
and they were married in Nov.ember of 1977. They sepfrated 
February 15, 1978 and the divorce was finalized on April 26, 1978. 
on August 12, 1978, she received a telephonic message from WILSON 
indicating that he was in the.state of. Tennessee andlwas involved 
in an automobile accident.· WILSON stated that as a fesult of . 
this accident both of his legs were amputated. CHILfiRESS advised 
that WILSON is a "very convincing liar and a con-man

1

1
•. He has 

never mentioned the death of MARTIN LUTHER KING and has never dis­
played any hatred or dislike for members of the blac* race. 

2 
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SA 44-1242 

According to CHILDRESS, she believes that WILSON wa in the 
United States Army during 1968, and WILSON has stat~d that 
he was a Prisoner Of War (POW) during the Vietnam cqnflict. 
She is aware that WILSON visited the Veterans Adrnin~stration 
(VA) Hospital in San Antonio, Texas. on several occa~ions, but 

. she possesses no knowledge of him suffering from an~ psychiatric 
problems. By previous marriage, WILSON has three cqildren, two 
sons and one daughter, locations not known by CHILD ss. 

CHILDRESS advised that it is her personal 
that WILSON is sick and she is not in a position to 
information regarding his wher~abouts in 1968 other 
fact that he did mention that he once resided in M 
Tennessee. 

3 

opinion 
provide any 
than the 
phis, 
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SA 44-1242 

. TEM:eya 

•• 

The following investigation was conducted at 
San Antonio, Texas, by SA THOMAS E. MOODY, IV: 

. On August 22, 1978, MARG~ MARTIN, Records 
Veterans Administration (VA) Hospital, after havinglbeen 
furnished an Authority to Release Medical Information. 
executed by BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., furnished th 
following background and descriptive data: 

Name 
VA Claim Number 
Social Security 

Account Number 
Date of Birth 
Place of Birth 
u. s. Air Force 

Service Number 
Dates of Service 

·Type of Discharge 
Address 

Occupation 
. Relatives 

'BURGESS A. WILS N 
14592430 

Fulton, Mississ ppi 

142 25 795 
May 2, 1947 -

February, 196 
Honorable 1~ 

2601 Westward nkive 
.Apartment 104 I 
San Antonio, Tekas 
(June, 1976) I· 
Reute 4, Box· 62b-o 
Canyon Lake, Te as 78130 
(August 4, 1976) 

·Jeweler 
STEPHEN WILSON (,Son) 
5627 Culebra 
San Antonio, Te ,as 
Telephone,433-0588 

Further review of the record indicated that no 
compensation was being received from the VA by WILSbN and 
that he had received no treatment at that facility lfor 
mental disorders. In June, 1976, his claim folder ~as located 
in the Wichita VA Center. 

4 

.. ' 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2 
SA 44-1242 

On June 27, 1976, WILSON was admitted as n 
in-patient to the VA hospital in San Antonio for in ect 
bites. Initial diagnosis indicated Cellulitis of t~1 e right 
knee, Lymphangitis and Lymphadenitis: inflammation f lymph 
glands and multiple pus nodules on all extremities nd neck. 
Additional diagnosis included chronic obstructive pulmonary 
disease: mild cardio infarction and a questionable derebral 
vascular attack at age 30. I 

. On June 29, 1976, WILSON went on pass fro~ the 
hospital to visit his son who had been involved in a motor­
cycle accident in Dallas, Texas. WILSON did not reiurn to 
the hospital. I 

On August 4, 1976, WILSON was treated as an out­
patient for lime burn on his left foot. He was see~ and 
released. On August 6, 1976, he telephonically contacted 
the hospital to report that his foot was healing properly. 

. I 
On December 11, 1976, he was aga-in treated as an 

out-patient for a swollen left elbow. He returned Jn 
December 14, 1976, for additional treatment. On De!ember 21, 
197.6, WILSON failed to keep an appointment at the V hospital 
for additional treatment and has not been treated s bsequent 
to·that time. 

5 
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SA 44-1242 
TEM:eya 

The following investigation was conducted at 
New Braunfels, Texas, by SA THOMAS E. MOODY, IV: 

On August 22, 1978, WALTER FELLERS, Sheri~f, Comal 
County, advised that BURGESS WILSON, also known as BILL WILSON, 
Texas Department of Public Safety Number 1808984, h d been 
incarcerated·in the Comal County Jail on the follow'ng occasions: 

Arrest Number 
Date 
Charge 

Address 

.Disposition 

Arrest Number 
Date 
Charge· 
Address 

Arrest Number 
·Date 
Charge 

Address 

·Arrest Number 
Date 
Charge. 
Address 

Disposition 

6 

A "8491 
March 1, 1976 
Theft Over $200 and under 

$10,000. 
401 5th Street 
South Columbus, Mississippi 
Pled guilty and sentenced 

to 8 years in the Texas 
Department of Corrections -
probated to 8 years 

.•: 

8942 
June 8, 1976 

0

Violation of Pr bation 

South Columbus, Mississip~i 
401 5th Street [ 

9636 · · 
November 21, 1916 
Violation of Probation 

(Capias Numbef- 7721) 
Route 4, Box 6206 
_Canyon Lake, Tera s 

A 10576 · . 
July 13, 1977 
·Violation of Prebation 
Route 4, Box 62

1

06 
Canyon Lake, Texas 
On bond to Dist' ict Court 
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Sheriff FELLERS advised that a Deputy from his office 
departed on August 22, 1978, en route to Ocean Sprin s, 
Mississippi to return WILSON to New Braunfels, Texas. He· 
indicated that he expects WILSON to be returned prio to 
the end of the week. 

. . 

7 
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SA 44-1242 
TEM:eya 

• 

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA THOMAS E·. MOODY, IV at New Braunfels, Texas: 

On August 22, 1978, HAZEL KUHN, Clerk, Di trict 
Clerk's Office, Comal County District Court, New Bra nfels, 
Texas, made available for review the records of the ~ornal 
County District Court. She noted that on the day BU GESS 
WILSON was scheduled to appear in Comal County Distr'ct · 
Court in connection with his divorce proceedings set~forth 
hereinafter, he was admitted to the·McKenna Memorial 
Hospital for an "alleged'' ·rattle'snake bite. His attar ey, 
IRVIN BOARNET of New Braunfels, withdrew from the cate 
following this incident. 

A review of the Comal County District Cour
1 records revealed that on September 3, 1974, WILSON was 

indicted by a Comal County_Grand Jury for Theft Over\ 
$200, a color television set being the property. of DOROTHY E. 
WIMBERLY, under Cause Number 7520, in the 22nd Judic~al 
District Court. An arrest warrant was served on WILSON 
on September 20, 1974, in Baxter County, Arkansas \ · 
(Mountain Home). WILSON waived extradition and rest~tution 
was made. The charge was formally dismissed on Marc~ 30, 
1976. . . l 

. . . , On ~ebruary 7, 1975, an information was fil d 
in Comal County District Court charging WILSON with Tpeft 
By Check. A capias was issued on February 7, 1975. fILSON, 
also known as WILLIAM WILSON, Highway 5, Mountain Horne, 
Arkansas, was doing business as Ozark Jewelry and Watbh . 
Repair, (501) 425-8636. The charge was subsequently 
dismissed on December 22, 1977. 

On August 7, 1974, WILSON was indicted by tfu\e 
Grand Jury in Comal County for Theft of Over $200 and _ 
Under $10,000 from ALBERT J. CRAUSE, Apartment 18, 1786 
Austin Highway, San Antonio, Texas, under CaJSe Number \7712. 
WILSON pled guilty to this charge on March 11, 1976,· t 
which time the following other charges were pending 
against him: · 

8 
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SA 44-1242 

• 

Cause Number 7520 

Cause Number 7686 

Cause Number 21,797 

Theft Over $200 
To be dismissed pon 
Restitution l 
Theft Under $200 -
To be dismissed pan 
Restitution \-

Pending in the 18~h 
Judicial District1Court, 
Johnson County, Texas -
Criminal non-supp~rt case 

Case Pending in oJtibbeh, 

WILSON's spouse at that time was listed as 

Mississippi - F~~ud by 
False Pretenses 

PATRICIA WILSON, 103 Catherine Drive, Starkville, Miss,'ssippi.: 

·Asa-result of WILSON's guilty plea, he was ilaced 
on 8 years probation by the 22nd Judicial District Cou t, 
Comal County, beginning March 25, 1~76. He was to rep rt 
weekly to the Probation Officer and pay $2500 restitut~on 
and $62.50 for court costs. _ I 

On June 8, 1976, the 22nd Judicial District Court 
issued a warrant for WILSON's arrest for violation probltion. 
On June 9, 1976, a hearing to revoke his probation was -~eld 
based on his appearance in the Comal County Courthouse under· 
the influence of intoxicating liquors: his admission to\ 
frequently consuming alcoholic beverages and his failure 
and refusal to pay restitution. _ \ 

On June 25, 1976, an order for continuing probhtion 
was issued after his serving 20 day~.in jail. 

9 \ 
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On November 18, 1976, an order for arrest wa, 
issued by 207th Judicial District Court, Comal County, \for 
WI~SON's arrest for violation of probation. The capias 
was served on November 20, 1976. On November 25, 1976, 
an order continuing probation was i~sued after WILSON 
spent four days in jail. 

On July 8, 1977, an order for WILSON's arrest 
was issued by the 207th Judicial District Court. Capias 
-was served on July 9, _1977. Also on that date; an order 
for his arrest was issued by the 207th Judicial District 

_ Court for violation of probation involving the Theft of 
Over $200. The capias was served.on July 13, 1977. 

On April 18, 1978, an order was issued for 
WILSON's arrest by the 22nd Judicial District Court for 
violation of probation. The capias was issued on April 18, 
1978. 

_ On April 22, 1974·, BETTY LOU WILSON filed a 
petition for divorce in Comal County District Court seeking 
to dissolve her marriage to BURGESS A. WILSON. The petition 
listed a son, MARK ANTHONY WILSON, born I fat 
Memphis, Tennessee. In the petition BETTY LOU WILSON 
listed her address as 1505 West Canyon Lake Drive, Startzvil]e, 
Texas, and BURGESS WILSON'S address as 101-B Wonderland \ 
Shopping Center, Timex Center, San Antonio, Texas. The \ 
petition indicated· that they were married on February 25, \ 
1967, and separated on March 28, 1974. - \ 

In a cross petition filed by BURGESS WILSON on 
~y 21, 1974, he indicated that they were originally married 
on December 13, 1948, and divorced on August 28, 1966, in 
Memphis, Tennessee. They were remarried on February 28, 1967, 
and separated on March 28, 1974. 

The cross petition indicated that the son, MARK 
ANTHONY WILSON, was residing with WILSON'S daughter, DEBORAH 
ANN JONES. A degree of divorce was entered on June 27, 1974, 
granting custody of MARK ANTHONY WILSON to BETTY LOU WILSON 
and requiring BURGESS A. WILSON to pay child support. A 
motion for Contempt was filed on August 19, 1974, as WILSON 
was in arrears in child support payments. The court has been 
unable, until this time, to locate WILSON for the purpose of 
serving the necessary papers. 

10 
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TEM:eya 

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA THOMAS E. MOODY, IV at New Braunfels, Texas: 

On August 22, 1978, FRANK ALLEN, Probatio Officer,. 
Comal County, New Braunfels, Texas, advised that BU*GESS. 
WILSON was referred to his office for pre-sentence investigation 
on March 11, 1976. As a result of his pre-sentence\ 
investigation, he reported that the chances of successful 
probation by WILSON would be poor. . \ 

ALLEN stated that he'did not believe WILsdN to be 
capable of violence and noted that WILSON experiencJs 
illusions of grandeur and is capable of telling "wijd 
stories" when drinking. . 

A review of the records of the Comal Coun~y 
Probation Office regarding WILSON revealed the folloMing 
information: ; 

Name 
Date of Birth 
Race 
Sex 
Height 
Weight 
Eyes 
FBI Number 
Texas Department of 

Public Safety Number 
Social Security Account 

Number 
Mississippi Driver's 

License Number 
Address 

Spouse 
Length of Marriage 
Number of Marriages 
Number of Dependents 

11 

BURGESS WILSON 
I c....__,W~h~1.~t~e~----~ 

Male 
5'11" 
165 pounds 
Brown 
879 421 E 

1, 80-898-4 

I ,,. 
5627 Culebra, Number 1401. 
San Antonio, Texls 78228 
PATRICIA ELSIA 
7 months 
3 . ' 
4 
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I. / I 
(Mount Cppping in Spoce Below) 

I 

fl · · all guv \ 
. L1 . . '. .. ===-.1 ----

J~y: I did nOtJ ~ 
r =-: ---~ · - - ~ - -- - --- ···· · - · i 

! $~oot Dr. KiJnr 

• 

I /qc _______ - - .. -~~--~-~ . 
Ii----+-- --- · . r ----; 

I .. Convicfed asstJsin James Earl Ray swore he tu~d the rifle [ 
tha' kiU.ed King over to fRaoul' the day before the assass_ia-

1 ! tio~, a'rzd claimed to have been in hh white_ Mustang when I 
~,yews qf King's P3sassinatll!n came over the radw,. 

1
• · • ... _) 

·---"'-' --- ,.__ ___ c____!.1 __________ --:---; 

j ,,W~Stlll1lGTO~ (AP).,-, Boy. swore. he tume(I., .When ··Ray w;is .retur-'. 
I 
Convicteo f1-Ssassm James the rifle that killed Kuig ired to the committee's, 
Earl Ray;, swore ane:w over to. Raoul the day chambers. for an .. af~er0 : 

!
Wednesday that he _did lbefore the ass_ assination noon sess10n of question-! 
n~t kill D~I Martin Luther : in Memphis. He recoun- 1 ing, both he and his attor• 1 
Kmg Jr., !! contending he ted that he had had a tire , ney, Mark Lane, plea~ed i 

: .. was set l,\P to tak~ the : fixed at a service station. for adjournment. Earlier, 
1 · ~lame .~Y ;: a man Il!lmed I several blocks away from ~ay ha~ claimed exhaus- i 

Raoul " I the Lorraine Hote~ where : tlon after alleged brutal-1 
Ray, sefVing a 99-year the· civil rights leader was · ity by prison officials at i 

pris~m se1'tence !or King's ·slain, and was still in his 
1 
·an undiscl~sed location 

1 I slaymg on Ap!-"il 4, 1~8, white Mustang when he : where . he ~ being .h~ld.
1 1 had recan~d his 1969 gull- heard news . of King's I Fed_eral p~on officials 
1 1ty ·plea three days aftE:r assassination on the derued the charge. . 

I entering the ~lea. But it radio. · . · . Preyer ·granted ; the 1 

! w.as Jhe ,tvst ~fiNt®f~- · Surrqunded at the· wit- adjournment request aft-
I yeat_"Uiti <;pnvic . a s a - . ness table by U.S. , er conferring with other 
1 ed his ca~e publicly under marshals, Ray told his ' members of the panel. 
! 0 ~!h. . I: • : story for nearly two "The committee wants to 

I dicl n«;>t s~oot Martm hours. · . , be fair. We will adjourn : 
!Luther ~mg, R~y ~old / Rep.• ,, . Richardson I until 9 a.m." on Thursday,: 
, the H?us.r 1;tssas~mi;i.tlons Preyer had admonished , he said. , · , , 
;comm1tt~e m a Jammed !everyone not to move or . . . , : 
1~nd heavii!y guardedjhear- i stand up when Ray stood. When Ray _flll.1.Shed a_, 
\lng room.If 11or was being e~corted to lengthy opemn_g . state•: 

!! 'and from the committee tpent1 Rep. ~o\llS S~okes,, 
Under oath !;room. Anyone violEl,ting. D-Ohio, J._Illf!iediat~lyl 

, . )I - 11the order woijld be expel-· began questiompg llim1 · Testifymg und_er oat~, led immediately, Preyer,. al>c!ut the va. ver-
1 Ray recounteq m detail warnea- · s16ns he has gi e 

,his now.Lfamiliar story · I 
: that he _(thought he and 

1

1 
( Raoul were only gun and 
/ contraband-smuggling 

1 1 conspira:(ors until he lear-
1 Qed ; Dr.~; King pa~ be~n 
. snot. 

1 

(Indicate pa e, name of 
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1 'f!aon] siOfY for nearly io ha~ had dark h~ wiAfl --=~ay s~ be Jef-Rao~ He 9Jd Raoul sent him 
'1years. ,,.. ,- a r dish tint"was t elm caver rmx ouue~. ~buy £ pan 'of 

.: Stokes asked Ray about truth. , July 1967 and th8:t Wl~ · binoculars the customers 
\a _lie det~ctor test to: Ray tol~ the comm~ttee 1fa~::O~t!~~~1othe: wanted to se'e. He said hei 
\ which he consented last he was giving essentially I J ·ted States . 

1 
then went down to the,

1 ' year . at the re9.uest of . the saine story he would , ru : ear he : grill for a ' sandwich and 
: Playbo_y magazme. The have given at a court trial · te~1f:et11=J fold 'him I left for the service station\ 
· magazme I said the I in 1969, if the court had rifl 1 , about 5: 40 p.m. · , 

I 
machine show~d Ra~ lied I not made an "in cham- · to buy a _ e as a sam~a: i Dr. King was assas-
when he demed killing bers deal" to have him {~r ~~~1:1g ope ' sinated at:6:03 p.m. - by 
King but t_old the truth , plead guilty. . ion · j a shot from the rifle fired 

I when he sa.1d n~ one ask-.· He accusecl, his lawyer Met R.~oul from a bathroom window 
, ed him or paid him for the · at the time, Percy Fore- . , about 20 feet from the 

I murder. Ray later l man of telling him he I Ray said he m~t Raoul room Ray rented, 
denounced the test as i could profit financially on the outskirts of Memphis pqlice and the 
.faulty. · f.from pleading gtlilty· and Memphis ~Ile ~ay before FBI concluq~d. 

;, Stokes asked why he I that family members the assassmation, adding Ray said ~e drove back 
'I has described Rao_ul !',might be arrested if he i that Raoul took the rif'.le., toward the 17poming house 
, variously as a blond-hair-. ;did not. i Ray said Raoul told him but a police car was 
i , ed Latin, a sand:y-hair~d Ii "I could have offered he woll!,d sho~ it to blocking ttj~ stre~t and 
: · Latin ~nd a redcµsh-harr-l•conclusive proof," Ray prospective Mexican cus- people "werie runnmg" so 
1 ed French Canadian.. : •said. · . · . tomers. , he veered away .... 
I Stolces asked him what , "And that was the last He said// he drove to 
· The tmth , 'the proof was. time I saw the weapon," Atlanta a~d abandoned 

. . : . "I thought I could Ray said. the car, took one bus to 
Ray sa.1d a book wnter: establish that I was in· . . Cincinnati,, another to 

was wr~ng about t~e various establishments in He said Raoul told him Detroit and from there 
I blond hair1 and that his, that area _ the drugsto- to rent a _room at 422½ got to Toronto, from 1 

: ~
0 !11 te~~on~ Wednei-lre, the tavern, the service ·sou~h. !Main Street, the lhich h'e later fled to,1 

~ ~~Y _ depictmg Raul/l s. station" and not in the roo_mm~ ~ouse from : urope. --'---· :'CJ/ 
roomina house when the! which Ray ts accused of,____ I 

/ ' shot w:s fired Ray rep-. shooting King, and ~he · 1 1 
'lied. '· ¼ ·- ·, two were to meet_ there~,at 1 

··• ···----- - , 3 or 4. p.m. _on AprU4. i 
l · Ray said he rented the 
1 room , the next day and 
Raoul arrived sometifne 

1 ~pm:...~. at Jim's Gx:ill 
1 downstairs. 
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; JAM~S EARL RAY, right, confers with his attorney Mark 
'.~ane b~ginning h~s testimony for the House. 
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(Mount ~Clip:ping in Space Below} 

I : . 
-- I - -~---- ·- -- ·----. -- = ' 

/1!::~ir~~;s<~~; A-·tto,~=:v c1-: ...... e ab. us· -e!! 
said ·Wednesday that he ~ J= 'U.l,.,u u~ 
obtained' a court order to 
protect -; · the convicted w ashington, Lane told was that three. U.S. / 

1 assassin 1: of Dr. Martin, reporters that he had won marshals will riow have to , 
j Luth~r King from prison an order for Ray "to be watch Ray themselves · 
, abuse while being h,eld to .taken out of the hands of rather. than leave him 
I testify ~fore the House• prison officials and put in under the care of prison·, I assassinations commit- the hands of u.s. officials. _ i 
, tee. marshals." Bullock said that does 1 
,
1
- The lawyer, Mark Lane, The judge_ . conducted not necessarily mean Ray 1 

has accused guards at the the proceeding with will have to be moved, I 
I Federal Correctional private consultation with only that marshals must ·, 
r Institution at Petersb1rrg, lawyers involved and left watch him directly 
i Va., of beating Ray, keep- without announcing any whether he is kept in the t 
: ing him under surveil- ruling. His staff refused federal prison or 1 

: lance and under lights to confirm later that he somewhere else. , 
: that prevented him from had made. a ruling. Lane, who is also a , 
I sleeping or eating. . U.S. Marshal J. Jerome well-~own_ c?nsp~acy i 
I U.S. n~arshals srud Ray Bullock, in charge of hold- th~onst, said a 20-~ute: 
'. was not beaten but that ing Ray for the House drive I?lus . a 45-i_mnute_1 
·, he h~~ been kept. under committee testimony, pl~ne flight 1S r,.e(ijmred to : 
: televmon surveillance _"lid hi•' Ililll&liamiin1L' bnng Ray~\/\~• ' 
'. and COJ+Stant light had j · i;porp on,_ Capi o Hill Ol' ! 
: been ne~,d~d for that. 1 return him to me. prison. , 1 They said prison guards '! •. · ' 
j only restrained him by I Earlier, Lane charged 
1 holding ~ arm~ w~en he _ : that federal prison offi- : 

' stood un and resist~d 9av- , cials and guards beat Ray i 
, ing his picture. taken dur- on Monday night and put 
: ing processing on arrival him in a hot, tiny punish- · 

1 

at . the i•. prison Monday ment cell with the lights 
1 night. burning 24 hours a day. · 

After ,a hearing befo~e 

I 
Federal marshals had , 

: lJ-S-:--nisyict Jl_!dge Wil- jtransported t:Y to: 
: liam B. Brymrr---in Washington fro · Brushy i 

. Mountain State _ · n in : 
! Petros, Tenn., earlier in 
::the day. · · 

. Michael Aun, a spokes- , 
I man for the Bureau of:i 
Prisons, ·denied that Ray l 

,was injured, ·saying rath­
.: er that one of(icer had 
) been kicked and another ' 

':•~ the r~~-' !:ingthestruggle. __ , --- -'-- ~- -'-- - ~ -
I 

.• ::::....z 

(Indicate 'page, name of 
newspaper, ,city and state.> 
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(Mou~t Clipping in Space Below) 

' 

__ _ r merrtQa:Y: 
.\ WAS!IINlTOJ'{ . (AP) '---==­
Jam.es.; Earl Ray,, st111ggling Con~icted 
to ~onvmce ftbe House Assas-· · ','.'1k' ,'ll'e· r .'(= 
sinations Committee' he didn't I 1 

km·. Dr. :Mattfu Lu~her King . · · ,.. · 
Jr., ,b,ames his poor_ memoey, . . 'ihnoeenf·' 
aQ.d b'1fflan foibles for discre~ - . · -, ·: · : -· 
pancies in his various stories. extensive" ' cross-exatninatio~ . in an 

. . . . . . . : · , . effort ~o separate truth from fiction. . 
Committee . members . promised· "Sometimes/' Ray sajd of differenc(ls 

lengthy questioning today as Ray retur- in his ~ories about. Raoul's discription, 
ned to . .the witness stand for- a second "in the~ interviews for four or five 
day of testirn.ony, about the events hours, I have·trouble c,oncentrating.'; 
which too~ ~ to Memphis, Tenn., on Stokes rul~ed whether Ray told the_ 
April 4, 1968, wheh ~he ci~ rightsleaq- · truth in a 1971 televisio~ interview. , -
er -was !>hot to deat~ on a motel balco~ , · "Well, it could be,". Ray, replied. "I 
ny. , .. -' , · think it, was essentially true. I _don't 

'Ray -is ser-ving a 99-year prison sent- recall. I wasn't under oath." 
ence after pleading guilty to t~e niur-
'der. · ·. , - · Th~. story,· as Ray told it to the com-
. Bu_t for _nearly 10 _years,_ Ray has mittee, began in April 1967, when· ibe 
claimed innocence and offered a varie- escaped · a Missouri prison' and fl~d to 
ty of' accounts invcil~g a mystery inan St. Lollis, Chicago and fmally MontreaL 
named Raoul who aay· says ei:ilisted where he became · acquainted with 
,him in a smuggling operation .and then Raoul in a dockside bar. .' · · . 
framed him for the·assassination. ' ' 'l'hey struck' a deal:. Ray would help 

I · S , · · - Raoul with a 'smuggling venture in 
, tatement ·.-, exchange for cash and a. false Cariadi~n 

, . The · -discrepanci~s ~twe·ei;i RaY'.s . passport. 
sworn statement Wednesday. and his In ,August 1967 he and Raoul met in 
earlier st~ries clearly_ troubled commi_t- -., Windsor, Ontario, and transported 
tfte mepwers. -~t~ .charrn:ian,·R,ep, .~ol?s contraband into. Detroit in, Ray's ~ro\ 
Stokes,., "b~Ohio, pronused a qmte. · He said Ra9ul paid him $1,aoo. t3ut 

I 
I 

, I I 
l1 I, 

i\ 
I 
II 

I. 
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r ~.auned. ge was. unable ·10 §roviae·:tfie1 
ipas~rt. · ·. ' • ·., · .· , :· · 

l :1 
: They . parted. then but ·kept in touch 

:and worked· together on a Me:iti<:!l;ln 

I smuggllng ope'ratfon in October .1967" 
and met in New ·Orleans in December! 

I to, plot a· gun~rµnrung trip 'to· Mexico; 
1 .Ray saiq. · · . · · · , · ·• 
'. ·, Ray ~aid Raoul. g~ve hi)1l cash on 
I four occasions ill .all for a total of $7,000, 
I including $2,000 to buy'the while au.tom-
. obile . in ·,,which he fled MeII)phis 1 
moments after. the assassination. ! 

•:, On Raouhi.instructions, Ray. !iaid, p.e 
l . came to · Be~ie .. Brewer's rooming I 
r; house ac:r:o~ the street from I~ing's 1 
I ·motel on .April.3, 1968. · • ··.. · · I ! The· next d$.y, he said, he met with i · Raoul at the rooming house and a .bar: 

in the same · building. and spent the.I 
i afternoon running errands for hini. . I I , , . j 

. ·shooting . I . . , r 
He chose .instead to return. to· the 1 

rooming house but found the str;eet I 
blocked by _a_policecat andsaw p¢ople \ 
runhir\g, h(l ~aid: .As he drove -south into 
,Mississippt he: heard radio news bi11le­
tins that King had been shot and that. 
police suspected a white male µriving a_ 
white car. · · · . ·. · · · 

.. · Re.µizing h(l was · the. obje~'t' of the', 

1 
search,· R~y· said. he ke{)t·on dtj.ving l:1-nd : 

'I .~sca~d .fll).ally· to Lqpdon,, where ~ 
was arrested June 8, 1968. · . . . ~--· ~----- -. ' . ' 

11 

I 
I , 

'1 
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:i Ray claiiiis-~,.,., · -_ 
·: evidenc:e · -- · 

·, . . ' ' . 

11s wrong I 

I 
~ 

I Associated Press -----..... ----~--•\ 

i • . - Convkted assassin I 
:' WASHINGTON - James E·arl Ray Tames_ Ear' R.avp""omzs" __ ·! 

I 
told House investigato.rs Thursday he Ji ".' ._,, • ' I 
would take the blame for ·Dr.:Martiri ed to. take blame.for tlie -, 
Luther King Jr:'s assassination "right -

:_:here on television" if they could prove _assassination if the \ 
: 'he 'was in Atlanta three days before. comm,i~t~(! proved · he ; 
/ The House 'assassinations committee w· as i"n -;4·t'"lanta> tli-ne 1 

I. ~played evidence th.at he w~s, but .,,,._ __ . ,, • !I=" 
1 :Iray,~nllfitered by saying the commit- d b ,-r. th · · · · ·, 

h~e•s evidence was wrong. In response ays eJ ore; e · com- : 
: 1to t,!le p.r,1~sen~~tt?n,_ R~~ su~~st~d that mittee produc(!d evid-., ! 
i the. eVtd~~c_e ,rriglit oo a rmstake ... or ence he was 1 

: .~me kind.of foi:ge4 document"'" ~; - , _ •. : . •, 

I ·: The t:xchange .. came. _as: lawmak~rs r ~~mittee then display,!Cld a h~e i 
, zeroed m on the convictep , assassm's I blowup of two laundry tickets shoWing ~ 

of~-t~ld sto~ that he 1w~s .ft~'!leq_Jor J Eric S .. Galt, the alias Ray agreed he 1 

~mg s slaymg- by a man 1dentif1ed ohly was using, put clothes in the Piedmont 
i!S Raoul. _ . , . . Laundry in Atlanta Apzil 1. - . 
I! 1 And then it produced a transcript 

I , !1 · · Stalking . qu9fing · Jimmy Delton G_arner, opera-
; :1 :

1 

• . · tor of Garner:s Rooming House in , 

1 
Ii The comn;uttee suggested that ~ay, Atlanta as saym~ R~y was there the , 
iho is serving a 99-year prison term for d~r before ~n~ paid~ $10.50 rent.. _ 
King's assassination, had been stalking \Yell, he_s m. er:ror; Ray told Rep: 
King. -The committee produced evid- 4Qllis...Sto_kes; J?"Ohio. _ . ~ . ,,. , 

, ence that Ray was in Selma, Ala., the Jlay saiq h!':_ ts sure ne_ J ut the laundry t 
i day after King visited there two weeks I ' · 
i ~fore.the assassination. And it submit-; : 
' ted evidence purporting to show that:, 
j Ray was in Atlanta just days before' the' 

\ n)urder, '- · . 
· ,,"I know I 'didn't return to Atlanta," 
1 Ray swore wider oath, "and .if I did, 

w~ll, I'll just take responsibility for the 
King case right here on TV." Ray, who 

, pleaded guilty to killing King but recan-' 
I ted mre{l ?ays later_, was r~ferring to 1 \ live evis1on coverage of the fieanng§,J 

1 
(Indicate page, name of 
rewspaper, city and state.> 
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\I 

1, 

.. I I "' 

,--~i· •~·~- . . 

im March·25~and thaMhe laun~s· 

leither forged or: the"clerk: wrote down1 
the wrong date. I 
I m,~ever, the ,committee produced a! 
page ,from· the _laundry col.inter ,book, 
showing that Ray's-ticket wa:s entened· 
chronologica:lly •ori a page· aa:t~d IApruoL 
~ut Ray insisted they are WJ'.Opg. · "I! 
~ent into the laundry," he· saitl; tfl)(u. 1' 
did not go in April 1." . , . :-.c, ·1 1:s,: 

JAMES EARL @AY \­
... asks for proof 

----, ·_,. ,_ 
---- I, 

• 
i 
I 
I 

I 
i 
I 
I 
I. 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

I. 

I. 
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. . 

,, 

. ., ,. ,· 

.--i:_·e_ I 

, · 1ss1 
ff;; .. ~i -___ · · ... [, 

e ~. \ 
II ~•I 

I~ 

1ilU I
. . .. I• , 

I' 
).' 

~:,_ 

<F~~~~---:--~f.- ---- - 0, =, 
,it.. .., I 

' 

r·-~}L\SIIINGTON: . ·(AP) 1 , · L ~•s· scheduled three-daY, · a Cj 
I ·J' · -~E~ .. · I R h · · 1:f .ance as the committee's star' witne . · 
\ ame~, _ -~I' ay, t e se -co!1-. comes after an 1s-111onth investigation i 

1 f ~sse4, ,killer· ·._· of .. Dr.. Martm pLK;irig'. s inurd(lr in Mer_nphis,- T;enn.,. on. I' 

. Luther King Jr;. finally gains Aprµ· ,-4, 1968 .. :comnuttee members 
· · ' ti: · I f .:.._L ' - t- · ·d · . see~ed -doubtful; -however, that ,Ray's. 1 

1 
a na ~na ·- Orum· _o ay, sum- -~~count c_9uld .~ettte: the my~eries ofl 
moned by Codgress to decla- •the case.· · · · . · : 
re . p~blicly · and: -under, oath A::rt~r_ ... ie~!fu.ig gunty:to a$Sassinating r 

b
. th ' h 'kill d .. th" . ... -·n th!)_·c1vil ngl'\ts ,leader, Ray was ~n-, 

, W _e . er e , e e dV t~tj~~d to.99 years in _prison. Sin_ce then, 1 
rights· leader. .- -· .. · howeyer;- ·he has ·t?Id several ·vatjations 1 

. _ · . .of a story ~entenng on a man named·, 
· .Gua,rded _ by a phalanx '.'of federal _Raoul.- · · _ • ., . :, : ; 

marshals; Ray prepared . fo testify .. -H~ has said he knew Raoul only ·by i 
before the House Assassinations Com- his 'first name and was involved in a 
rri.fttee a_nd face almost certrun:skeptic- narcotics. and weapons smuggling rack­
ism about his account. _ . . .et with him. In some accounts, Ray has 
· Although he. had.ini\iall.Y pleaded gull- , cla.iJned Raoul framed.him for the. mur­

ty t~ pie ;killiiig; Ray since .recanted det; of-1-<ing. . · . · . -
that ple~. ' . .. . : . Because he -pleaded guilty, Ray was : , . . . .· . Securi~-. . . D~,yer. .trte~,_on the· charge of killm:g: 
· . . _ . • King .. Argumg that he was forced by his ! 
Secill)t~. was ,so tight hat only new~ , l~wJet:s to .enter tpe plea, he h~s peti- 1 

.report;~,r.s,. R~y ~ lawyer, ;Matk Lane, tioned the courts for years to m:ant him 
. and aJ><;tut 30 ,mvited guei:;ts with rese:r-· a' 01 1 ' : - . - ''"; .._,, 
v.ed•seat.tjckets were being a91;11itted to I a · ·· 1· · · ' '· · 

the 200"seat s ctator section. . · • 

• 
I 

I I I 

I 
I 

I. 

Undi ~te page, name or 
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I I . 

Pihi 2A 
.--'-i 

I ·; 
T~ NEWS 
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·-1: i 

I. 
-.-1 

I 
I 

, __ , 
I . 

' 
. I -1: 
I 1. 

I' 

I I I 

I 
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: / DR. MICHAEL BADEN $HOWS DRAWING OF_KING'S ENlRY·WOUND_.YO PANEL· I 
; . I ' . , . . . House Ass·assinations Committee hear his testimony Tuesd:rc ====== ; 
/ ~ _ _: ~ ___ • : 

0 

.° _ _ _ __ - -~--- __ _ _ _ __. _ :__ _ _ ___ 

1
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J&Dies Earl Ra 
• I'\ . '.:, .- . t" 

ready/·•tq lestif~_:
1

1(ln,Hcalj,page,:n_o, ·. , . L newspaper, city and state.) 
: _ ·--~~: WJ t'C I 

I 
11 

I] 

I 

:1 
I 

·I 

' ', 

I 

:i 

~WASHiNGTON (AP)- -=~;-HO!!§e ·: 
1 assassinalions committee was told r 

'. Tuesday, that· scientific tests failed to:! 
' prove whether the bullet that killed Dr. I 
i. Martin Luther Kil)g Jr. came' from the I 
, window of a boarding· .house or the·/ 
bushes below: · · · · 1

1

1 
• The· panel heard the testimQny as 'it 
prepared for Wednesday's appearanc~';j 

··by J_ames Earl Ray, who pleaded guilty 1 

: to slaying King on April 4, 1968, while. J 
I the civil right~ . leader stood on the ·, 
, .. b_alcQny of a ._Memphts hotel aero~:, 
, froip the l>oarding house._ Ray has since:: 
/ recanted his .plea -and now maintains lie · 
. did not fire the shot that killed King. · , 
'. __ Jn_ '.M<!_tper development, civil lights t 

; leader Jesse ; Jackson;---declaring that •, 
1 Ray appears to be a small cog in a lar- :, 
ge whee~" asked the Justice Depart~; 

: ment to reopen its inv~~gation into the· i 
1 assassination. , · • . , i 
1 ~shot from the bushes \\'.Ould, be! 
/-~or __ con!ra~c~~~ ~ of (!ye.witness / 

1 1&st~ and the conr.Jns1an gf 
: m'r police that Ray assassinated 
1 . King y.ith a rifle shot from the bat~- , 
1 . room window of the boarding house. . 
· i =frre"committee refused to say wireiil- · · 
',-···,----· . ,' ---~--··:-i 
1

1
e,rtbatpuestion :,vlll be s~tled_ Bt"'~ 
R~uel Devine, R~Ohio, said e i 
ithinks hearings scheduled for Novem-: 
, ber will leave no1 doubt · that the fatal j 
:s~mthe_window. ,' 
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(?-_"_ => j 
= --- -, ==-- --- ''l did ~~~ ~s~oot -M~rtin- Luth,er: 

V• t• King Jr.," Ray told the House Assas••· ·, IC 1m· . sinations Committee in televised: 
1 • testimony. ; , 

1 

i Ray said new FBI documents: , ·o" f lll t, ! point to a conspiracy between the· · . F O · J bureau· and Memphis police to kiU 
!King. 

! · · , He said his first lawyer, Percy : H s · Forman, made a deal with Tennes-.
1 : e ays , see authorities that resulted in his' 

: pleading guilty without - facing a; 
i . trial. I 1 

WASHINGTON (UPI) - James, Ray said he had a 38-page state-
1 Earl Ray, the petty crook who:ment to read to the committee but, 
;plea~ed g~ilty to th~ assassination of;~egan reading from three "n~wly ! 

/

Martm Luther Kmg -J-r-., -today discovered" FBI documents. .: 
deni<>rl 11nder oath that he shot the,-- .. · ----- ------ -~---7------• ~ ' , I Qivil.rights leader. . -·- _____ j 

I, 

<Indicate page, name of / 
newsprper, city 1ind sta\e.) 
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One ~d thelfrst person to r~acb sc~eened, 1 specially ti-clc~e-t-e«t~-m-e_!P__--!.· 

1 
. 

Kmg's fallen body was a Memphis bers of the public, and the . news 
undercover police officer .. This offi- · media. · i , 
cer then pointed in the direction of Escorted by his lawyer, ·-Mark' 
I the rooming house from which the , Lane, Ray entered the hearing rooll) 

1 
: fatal shot was believed to have been· under heavy security provided by 
:fired. federal marshals. He wore' a check-
: It was blieved that Ray would ,ered sportcoat and a striped tie and 1 

, testify that at the time of the assas- carried a briefcase. ' 
/ sination he was several blocks away Before Ray testified, Lane pro-

1

, from the . murder site at a service · tested that his client had been beat­
station. , :m by,_ federal marshals on Monday 

The testimony took place before. when he was transferred to Wash-
1. 12 committee members, 90 staf! --
~]ftrs, S:.Ql!!~ 200_ carefully "' (Continued,Page20,C~l,~.3!!.~)== .. 

?,~;;;;;,~~~:------,---~~-------,-----;;;;;;:;;:;;;;~--t------~ -----~'\==~ ,ar. Denies. e's G@ty 
(Continued from Page 1.) Lane, his late :,t attorney, pre• "This is not a trial. There are no. 
" ---+- ceded Ray by making several proce- prosecutors. There are no defend-

ington. But Rep. Richardson Preyer, dural motions - one to permit other ants. The role bf j~ounsel is not that 
DN.C., said that matter was not be7 defense attorneys a place at the wit- of counsel in a criminal trial. The 
fore the committee. ness table. It was· rejected for se- role of counsel isl[ to advise the wit-

"In essence, I would have told curity reasons. ness as to his constitutional rights." 
the trial court and jury that I ~id not On another point, Lane contend- After detailidg the allegations 
shoot Martin Luther King Jr.," Ray ed his client had been beaten -by against the unddtcover agent, Ray 
said. He said it is easy· for a lawyer guards as late as Monday and held told the committ~e that future wit-

/ "to maneuver his client to a guilty in solitary confinement for 24 hours. ilesses Who may testify "against" 
/ plea," particularly when the court Preyer, a former federal judge, him could be paid FBI informers. He 
i cooperated. . interrupted lane, saYing: ~ asked - and was granted -:-- I t~e 

, right to respond. ' . 

'. , U.S. marshals spirited the 50-

1 

l year-old escape artist into Washing-
.I i ton Tuesclay, ·ancil instituted massive 
1 I: security measures to protect him. 

I I The committee, heaaed by Con-
: gressional Blacll! Caucus .member 
' Rep. Louis Stokes, DOhio, is neither 
, judge, prosecutor nor jury. 
, It has been directed by the House 

I 
only to present what, if any, new 
evidence it has uncovered in the 

i King murder and the earlier assassi-
1 nation of John F. Kennedy, a subject 
I of later hearings. 

I "We'll nail James Earl Ray to the 
, cross,"· one committee source pre­
: dieted before the hearings began. 
/ Although many members of the 
', panel are now reported convinced 

1

1 Ray fired the death shot, kuncertain­
ty and doubts Unger on whether he 

I it; ' 
1
' n~ ne1p. 1 
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I 

/1-,!!!!, '~~------------~-,~. '!'!!!!'!!!!!!!-.~-.-. --:-. --:!!er.=!!!!!!!-~-I!!!:"",;: 

!:\Security for Ray'~ he~ring '-s, s~; tight th'at onlJ: I 
· ! reporters and people alrea,!l,y ~leared will be alww- ! 

1

1

/ \ed 'in ~he ~ari~g·ro~m-. · , 'i . _ . _ ---~- ~· \ 

,)wAsHT~<iTON (AP)· - •James E;;i1----~----Ftrst witness ':'7-:--=: ': 
/ Ray will be given a chance at the I The first witness Monday was to be ·1 

· House As~~inations Committee's first . the Rev. Ralph David Abernathy who' 1 
· : lp~blic. hep.rings this _week to, d_etail his \succeeded .. Kin~ as leader . of _the 1 

I ·statement that he did_ not kill 'Martin Southern Christian- Leadership Confer- i 
Luther King Jr. · , ence. 11 ' . , : 

r - : . j He was to set the/scene with testimo- : 
/ Hay, ~ppearing under tight security, ny on why King was in Memphis and 
: will be the star. witness as the commit- .

1 

events that preceded the assassination. : ' 
, tee begins hearings on its investigation ' A pathologist. is to give details ,Tues- • 
; Qf the ~ssinations of King and Presi- day of the shooting that killed ~tog: 1

1 ; aeiUJIDm F. Kennedy. · · 'J'hen Ray· gets the witness ,tablt: for. 
·i iJ- Jl • • . -L, - - - r the rest of the wee1~d the ,c9mm.1ttee I 
! we n que~t1on him,. on his story_ and ', :says .it doe_s, not · · ow . itself what to l 
on .what evidence corr,oborates 1t or:: expect · -~· --. i · · , '. · . 1 

! d!sQutes ~it," said ' ~elegate Wa1!£_r I The ~kesmiui; who does:_not want ~o I 
1fai1ntro~~--p.c., ch~an.6nn~0;-J be named, said I:i.ay's · testimony 15 1 

I 
·: · · · · t K. scheduled for the . three da~Js 1 

~omrnitt~~ that 1S cond~cting _ he mg felevant"' to his mvol_vemetit in . tfie 
IDvesqgat1on. . · . . - . ; assassination but "may last--~ _hour" if 

1 . Ray1 P~~ade~ guilty tq ~ Ray and '1is lawyer; M_arlt! Lane·,' try to 
~ Mempms April 4, 1~, :a!ld 15 now serv get off on to other issues. C •• , • • • 

1 i.nff.l:l-01L$!ar sentence ID Te~e , Ray's story as la~. a~ Ia5;t Thursday 
:

1 
I Bu~~y has publicly recantedlhs aftern,oon was t~e ~me~ _it·~as been 

. 1 confe on and. has_ contended he was for years; with qpe_ or two details added 
set u by a man he ·knew. only as Raoul in recent ·months. · ' . . . 
to take ~he blame. , . . . . The Jte~.Jesse' Jackson saidJtay told 

Secunty for. ~y s heanng 18 so-tight . him and other black leaders at Brushy 
. that ~nly ~eporters and ~ople alre~dy · Mountain State Prison then that' Raoul 

.
1 

cle_aljed will be allowed ID the hearing sent him away from the rooming house 
r°ft~po-rters have been warned not to, from which J?r. ~ing was _a~ut, to ~ 

. in b ght . t ,shot to get a tire fixed. · move as Ray 15 _bemg orou ID o or.· Ray repeated his story.that he heard 

I taken from the heartrm room. Metal on the radio on the way back that King 
detectors will be. set up at the doors. :had been assassinated, Jackson- said. · · I "We ar~ custodians of a person on· He said Ray claims an unnamed 

I w~om no chance will be tak~~. 1;1~~~~ husinessman can testify he _was at \he 
-~ not g_et back to Tennesse, .- - • iervice s'tation. · ' l. rhmee spokesman said,a~ a bnefIDg .. ~

1
-~~~=='-+___... _____ _ 

' 

I, 
I 

I: 

I 
I 

I 

I: 

I: 

I 
I, 
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r;-Jacksri~ said, Ray also sayye.Jiaa)i': 
: p1iotograph of Raoul and that a ~omah , 
; who was across the street now says, 
! Ray was not the man who·fled from the i 
/,rooming house after the murder. : · ; 
i. The committee resumes hearings aft-, 
, er J.,a.bor. Day-wfth, a month of testimo- .' 
; ny on the assassination of· President 
"Kennedy: Three more weeks of hear-
·l ipRs on: l!\e King assassinati<>IJ are ,piap-; 

_ I ("" fur N.,..mber. , - . ---,.-~ . 

I 
I•. 

I • I 
' I 

I 
I 

I. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 (Rev. 10-19-77) • • 
(M·ount Clipping in S~ace Below) 

·I 

'i 

1
, Abernathy! 

i I . .==-j -,. · - · ~--~: 
' •, >Q\O ,,-=a,, . i' . . . · 1 
c~nyinc~~ tjf plot

1 
I ____ :~-:-·1 :~1n~ King'.,-d~ss--=_a--s-si-·n_a_t-io_n_l 

l • L · , e> ' I 

l 
·w A SI.JING TON. ( AP) =--M.a,f- '; ence to ,anyone by name! \Vf.!S-the la,tl'!; 

t'.in Luther King Jr 's friend and l f-Br==firrecto~ !· Edgar Hoover. "I; 
, , . . . · . would not eliminate Mr. Hoover," he · 
1 s~ccessor told congress~e!l- said in response to a question. 1 

I M:unday l}e is convinc_ed t?e civil . Jame(Elll;l Raf, who pleaded guilty II 

[ rights leader's assassm~tlon ~as t~ ass¥5m~~~ King ~d t_hen recanted 
a 1·conspiraay _ and thinks Kmg his co~feSS1on, 1s to testify to the House 1 , '.' _ . - . . committee beginning Wednesday. ' 

I '"'.~s told 1t was corrung. Ray, ~; w~ _ turned over .to u.s. I 
,l'He had J premonition· or- maybe marshals and:taken by helicopter from 

:.some knowledge," the Rev. · Ralph the ·Brushy Mountain· State Prison in 
i David Abernathy testified. "l think he eastern Tennessee on Monday, Warden 
1 had received some word, from some Stonney Lane confirmed. A spokesman 
I sources,· that he was going to be assas- I for th~ U.S. marshal's office, Bill Dem!?.: 
'sinated." sey, wo:YJ-d not comment gn Rav s 1 

i :1 Abernathy gave that testimony as the w_ner~eaoouts. ·r · I 

I I,Iouse Ass~sinatio~s Co~mittee _h~ld ~...,.~thy said "hel als~tgs j 
the first public heanngs on its $5 ~on emphis police and the FBI helped 

l m_· vestil~&tion of the murders, of King , Ra_y get out of Memphis after the assas-1 
i. ,,ma President John F ._ Kennedy. , ~ sination the afternoon of April 4, 1968. 
l ; Outside the hearing room, Abema!Qy :, . But he said he would accept a conclu­
\ t'pm reporters h~ believes ~he FBI was ·, sion th!1t the FBI was not involved in ) 
1 
involved in I the assassination ,and told I the killing. • . 1 

i King' in advance "to warn him. and to : . ''If they find someone else was invol- / 
1 threaten hiI)l ~th." - . . ·, ved, I :would.accept it," he replied. 
1,, Abernathy said he has no evidence to \ In his testimony, Abernathy said he is 1 

; rsupport th~ but believes' it because of I convinced the murder was a conspiracy ' 
rthe FBI's admitted harassment of King because he believes Ray must have had·; 
11and efforts to disrllpt his ~ctivities. •\help ~ g~tting to Europe after .the, 
1' "I think when Dr. King ·started to a~ssmat1on. · . , 
)bring poor people together, someone in And he said h~ believes King had, 
1a very high place in our country, I lbeen told he was going to be assassinat-
1/believe - high place - decided we ;ed because King became nervous, gave' 
must eliminate this young black leader 1instructions on his funeral sermon_ and \1 

i lfild cut h!ID down," he told ne)¥SIMib,. lgave j\bernathy instructions Jor taking 
: i , Regarrung that J>Qint, his onl;y refer:__,o_~wm-l.{. ___ 1 _ - · _ -J 

,JI ' I 

,I 

I 

j' 
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Martin Luther King Jr. as 
head of the Southern ·1i d. 
Cbpstian Leadership Con- . ea er· 
ference, says 'he is convinc- · · 
ed. there. was a conspiracy 
to kill King and that the ~ • 
FBI was involved. If QJffl' ~ 

After testifying before the House · • 
1 

.J 
Assassinations . Committee, Aber-
nathy told reporters of his convic-. 
tions. · night from Tennessee's Brushy i 
c _He_a~ided the conspiracy claim in Mountain Stat~ Prison, the prisqh , 

. his testimony before the panel, • warden said. Under quesuonrng' 
though. . about the FBI, Abernathy criticized i 

Mark Lane, perhaps the most the agency's alleged harassment of 
PI;"Ominent !iJxponent of an assassina- King and other civil rights leaders. , 
tion conspiracy theory, asserted to He noted that King distrusted the. 
reporters once again that "people FBI and its director, J. Edgar Hoov- i 
associated with the FBI are prime er. · · · 
suspects." Lane, an attorney, is The SCLC staff received numerous' 
representing James Earl Ray, who is threats against King and "w~ would 
serving a 119-year prison sentence aft- report some of them (to the FBI) for , 1

1 , er pleading guilty to the murder. the record but King and his aides ' 
, never saw the FBI as a source of ; 
i . Recanted protection," Abernathy testified. ! 

Ray, who soon recanted the plea, is · He said he does not remember FBI 1 

scheduled to give his sworn account agents questioning him about the 
t? the com11Uttee Wednesday. Under events in Memphis. But the FBI said I 

, tight security,· federal marshals agents did interview Abernathy. Offi- , 
i, brought, Ray to Washington Mon~,d,,,,a=a:Y=,;;cials declined to elaborate. i 
- _.,,___•~~ --- ---- -------- ;\ ~· - •• i) -- : 
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REV. RALPH ABERNATHY TESTIFIED MONDAY 
• • • before panel probing King's death 

AP LASERPHOTO 

• 

I 

__ J ,.- ···- - ·-----
Abernathy told the committe_e he / 

~iieve::.--=f{ing was forewarn'miunrre : 
assassination and told reporters later \ 
'he believes the FBI gave King that 
information "both to warn him and to ' 
threaten him." 

But again, Abernathy said he. has , 
nothing to support his conclusions but 

1 

speculation ~nd unspoken impres­
sions from the man he called his ·, 
dearest friend. · i 

"We were inseparable. He died in., 
my arms," the husky 52-year-old · 
minister said quietly as he traced the , 

, events, monumental and mundane, . 
. which brought King to Memphis to ; 
support sanitation workers - mostly 1 

poor and black - striking for better 
wages. 

King, Abernathy said, "was in good 
spirits" althoiigh he had been deeply 
depressed a week earlier when he saw 
violence erupt in the Memphis civil 
rights mai.-ch. he was leading. King 
saw the outbreak as a devastating. 
blow to his gospel of non-violent prot- i 
est, Abernathy explained. 

In fact, he continued, King had tur- ' 
ned increasingly introspective during : 

· the preceding few weeks. . 
I 

Abernathy told of awakening late I 
one night to find King missing from : 
the hotel room they shared in Acapul- · 'co. , . <•~· 

·---------· J 

I 

I 
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•K,ing death hearing 
I -

to be trial, play 
'. WASHINGTON (AP) - The .House 
\ Assassinations Committee'.s first public 
, hearings on the murder of Dr. Martin 
! Luther King In a sense will resemble 
; both a trial and a play. , · 
, Just as dramatISts set the scene and 
, Introduce the characters in a play's 
: opening scene, t}Je . committee has 
, designed today's Initial session to recre-
1. ate the mood of Memphis, Tenn., where 
·King was shot to death on April 4, 1968. 

The Rev. Ralph David Abernathy, 
: King's friend and longtime colleague In 

the civil rights movement, was schedul­
ed as the leadoff witness. 

With the scene set, the committee 
· plans on Tuesday to question a patholo­
; gtg_aboutjhe medical Investigation fol­
: lowing the murder. 

· But the star witness, scheduled to 
testify Wednesday through Friday, will 
be James Earl Ray, serving ir 99-year 
p~on sentence after pleading guilty to 

. k1ll1ng King) a plea he later recanted. 
It is not yet clear to the committee 

, ~hat Ray will say - or whether he will 
, say anything at all. The panel obtained 
· a court order requiring Ray to testify, 

but, the committee spokesman noted, 
"We can bring him. up here with a writ 
and we can sit him down and we can 
ask him a question. But if he doesn't · 

.. answer, what are we going to do -
· threaten him with jail?" · 
1 Since recanting his guilty plea, Ray 

has asserted that he dld not kill King 
and that he was Involved In what he 
thought was only a narcotics and gun­
smuggling ring with a man named 

r Raoul, w.ho framed him for the King 
I assassmation. - ~ - -= . 
I - - .-- - - - - ~ ~ ~- ~ - - - -

[, 

I 
.! 

JAMES EARL RAY 
... to testify 

~-~}' 

AP LASIRPHOTO i 
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/Testimony On King ~, 
:M;urder BegQ]:s 1 

By DANIEL F. GILMORE .assassin's bullet ended· his life, was: 
1 WASHINGTON (UPI')~- A the first witness called by the House 
I House committee; 'with its chairman assassinations panel. 

I 
pledging to suspend judgment until Security was heavy. Capitol po­
all the evidence is in, today began a liee carefully screened spectators, 

, long series of public hearings into reporters and television technicians 1 

I 
the murders of John F. Kennedy and who_ had to pass through airport-! 
Martin Luther•King Jr. . style metal detectors before being; 
. First up was the King cas~ - the admitted to the chamber. i 

!April 1968 murder on a Memphis· The precaution was just a: 

I- t l b 1 _ R I h D . -d Ab _ shadow of the conditions to expect: 
mo e , a ~ony._ a .P · avi . erna on. Wednesday when the convicted 

1 t th.Y., K_!!!r s chie~ heut~nant and one assassin James Earl Ray takes the, 
o stood beside him when an ' - •v~. · _, _________ ------- --·-~-:-_. --· stand at the start of three days of j 

I ~ testimony. - • , 
i Ray's lawyer, Mark_ Lane hast 

I, 
1, 

'I 

I, 
11 

!: 

, ! contended that Ray was a dupe in · 
i ' the assassination and that the re- ' I sponsibility , for -,King's slaying lies_: 

with the FBI. !: ; 
. Louis Stokes; D0Ohio, chairman j 

of the panel which has probed the 
slayings for two years at a cost of , 
more than $4 million, spoke first to : 
the crowded Capitol Hill hearing. 

- I 
room. , 

He said that while individual ; 
committee membe·rs "may have 
reached preliminary judgm~nts on ; 
certain issues" in both cases, "We 1 

are suspending judgment as a com- ; 
mittee until all the evidence is in." · 

l
' The .committee will _hold hearings ' 

this_ month an. d next, breaking off in / 
Qct_ob~r a~d thep · resumjn_g w~rk I 
_!hrSiiIDfNovember and Der•)l'her. · i 

I -
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3T 

u :•,J CL .:; S T J 

• 

f.'1 TT E .'.ff I O N: CO i\JG R ES S I ON AL I i'~ Q U IR I 2: S U NI I , R JO :1 8 9 3 S , J E H. 

MURKH~; 00: ;,12:1,'JPHIS. 

RC: JACKSOI.J TELC:TY?E, AUGUST 23, 1::ns; A'-JD D.4LLAS Tt:LETYPE TO 

JUR2:AU, AUGUST 23, 1978. 

DALLAS DIVISION ADVISED THAT S~ARCH 01 RiCORDS AT FEDERAL 

nECORJS c~:HER CFRC) CONCERNING REGISTRATION r,JU[·iBEJ< 34L, R2:PORT2:DLY 

FOR A so;M:,JZA AIHCRAFT 0\1JNED oY BU'.iGESS AUiJI~ 'vJILSON, RE'vE{~LEJ 

THAT THE CORRE:CT NU~BER W8ULD ~AVE dEE~ ~34L INAS~UCH AS ALL 

Aii1CRAFT r1EGISTERED IN THE U:.JITED STATES HAS T:~E PREFIX "N". 

R~GISTRATION NU~BER N34L WAS ORIGINALLY ISSUED FOR USE ON A TWIN 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• • 
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I~C., WHO SU3SEQUE~TLY TOOK THE AIRCRAFT TO SWITZiRLAND AND SOLD 

IT TO A~ ITALIAN CORPOR./.\TION IN 1962. A REQUfST :iJAS RECEIVED TH.IH 

THE PLANE BE DE-REGISTERED IN THE UNITED STATES, WHICH IT WAS ON 

jLJLY 27, 1962. NO RECORD COULD BE LOCATED WHICH \~OULD INDICATE 

ANY USE OR REFERENCE TO THIS REGISTRATION NUMBER A1TER THAI DATE. 

NO RECORD vJAS LOCATED REGARDING BURGESS AUDIE WILSON. 

SAN ANTONIO DIVISION AT NE\1J BRAUNFELLS, TEXAS. \/JILL REINIER-) 

VI~W BURGESS AUDIE WILSON RE CORRECT REGISTRATION NUMBER OF THE 

30NANZA AIRCRAFT HE CLAIMED HE OWNED AT THE TIME OF KING'S DEATH. 

3T 
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TO DIRECTOR CLi4-33S6L) PRIORITY 

:·1EMP'.-lIS (44-1987 ;3U8 M) PriI08ITY 

SAN ANTONIO (44-1242) PRIORITY 

oT 

• 

ATTEr!TION CONGRESSIO:·JPiL I~JQUIRIES UiHT, 200>1 S933, JEH. 

MURKIN; 08: MEMPHIS. 

ON AUGUST 23, 1978, SE.:WC:ANT LAU.RA :,nz2:, JESK SC:RGC:AiH, 

OC2:A:ll SPRJ'.IJSS, :H:3SISSIPPI, POLICE JEPP1iHi•1Et.JT r\J'JISED THAT 

SHE;:.;IrF' S DEPAiiT:'lE>JT :-!AD µ,RRIV:::'.) .1'.\T THE OCEAt,) SPRINGS POLICE 

DEPARTr1E:'-JT EAr(LY THIS MORflING TO PICK UP ?Rrso~.)EK BURGESS AUDIE 

WILSON, JR. DESK SERGEANT MIZE ADVISr.:D T~AT DEPUTY REYUN 

DEPARTED OCEAN SPRI~GS AT APPROXIMATELY 13:JJ A.M., THIS DATE 

WIT~ \'1ILSON ~1,J F!OUTE TO ~!E\1/ JRAUNFELLS, TEXAS. 

3T 
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