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FO-350 ( Rev. 7-16-63) 

Escapeéç F 
WASHINGTON (UPI) - The 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
said yesterday that the "Eric 
Starvo Gait" who was sought 
across the nation in the murder 
of Dr. Martin Luther King was 
in fact James Earl Ray, who 
escaped from the Missouri State 
Penitentiary almost a year ago. 
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover 

said a systematic search of fin-
j gerprints uncovered in the case 
against the prints of more than 
53,000 persons led to the deter-
mination "that Gait and Ray 
are identical." 
An FBI alert was issued 

Thursday in Imperial County, 
Calif., to be on the lookout for a 
man fitting Gait's description. 

USED ALIASES 
The alert said such a man 

was seen Monday afternoon on 
a back road in a rural area, 4.5 
miles west of El Centro, Calif., 
and that he told someone he 
was headed for Yuma, Ariz. He 
was carrying a bottle of water. 
Ray was identified in the FBI 

announcement as having used 
the aliases of Eric Starvo Gait, 

4"-

(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

King Case Su'slDect 
s ó's I 

Harvey Lowmyer, John Willard, 
James McBride, James Walton, 
W. C. Herron and James O'Con-
nor. 
The man who checked into a 

Memphis rooming house from 
which King was shot used the 
name John Willard. 
Hoover said. Ray's criminal 

record dated back to 1949 when 
he was conviáted of burglary in 
Los Angeles. He was convicted 
of armed robbery in Chicago in 
1952 and of forging U.S. postal 
money orders in Missouri in 
1955. 

TRIED TO FLEE TWICE 
Ray was sentenced to 20 

years on Dec. 18, 1959 in St. 
Louis Circuit Court on a charge 
of armed robbery: He and an-
other ex-convict, James Owens, 
were convicted of robbing a St. 
Louis supermarket of $190. 
Ray made two unsuccessful 

attempts to escape from the 
Missouri penitentiary before he 
succeeded last year. 
The FBI handed out two pic-

tures of Ray taken in 1960. In 

(Continued on a-2, Col. 1) 

(Continued from Page a-i) 

several ways, they matched pic-
tures of Gait taken in 1968. In 
both pictures, deep lines ran 
from the subject's nose to his 
mouth. The ears looked identi-
cal and so did the lines around 
the eyes. 
In its announcement Wednes-

day, the FBI said a warrant 
had been filed charging that 
Galt entered into a conspiracy 
with "an individual whom he 
alleged to be his brother." It. 
said the conspiracy "continued 
until on or about April 5, 1968, 
to injure, oppress, threaten or 
intimidate Martin Luther King 
Jr." 
Police in Los Angeles said a 

wanted poster issued by Missou-
ri authorities in the search for 
Ray as a prison escaper said he 
had two brothers, John Ray of 
1918 Park Ave, St. Louis, and 
Jerry W. Ray of Wheeling, Ill. 

Records in Madison County, 
Ill., said Ray was born to 
James and Lucy Ray in Alton, 
Ill., on March 10, 1928. 

The physical description is-
sued under Gait's name fit Ray. 
Gait was described as having 
given his age as 36; Ray is 40. 

Gait was described as white, 
between 5 feet 8 inches and 5 
feet ii inches tall, weighing be-
tween 160 and 170 pounds. Ray 
was described as white, approx-
imately 5 feet 10 inches tall, 
weighing between 163 and 174 
pounds with blue eyes and 
brown hair. 

the porch King was slain on 
of a motel in Memphis on April 
4. He was shot from ambush by 
a man in a rundown rooming 

reet. The house across the st 
man escaped in, a white 
Mustang auto. 
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EVENING TRIBUNE News Report 

WASHINGTON—The FBI to-
day placed the name of James 
Earl Ray, a Missouri prison 
escapee of 51 weeks, being 
sought in connection with the 
slaying of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., on its list of "ten 
most-wanted fugitives." 

Director J'. Edgar Hoover 

, 

said Ray was a special addi-
tion to the list "to insure the 
widest possible dissemina-
tion" of pictures and descrip-
tion "to help effect his ear-
liest possible location." 
, Ray, who has been sought 
[under the alias Eric Starvo 
!Galt,  has been the subject of 
an intensive search since 
King was slain by a bullet as 
he stood on the balcony of a 
Memphis motel April 4. 
On Wednesday of this week, 

the FBI obtained a warrant in 
Birmingham, charging Gait 
with conspiring to interfere 
with the constitutional right of 
a United States citizen. Yes-
terday the FBI identified Gait 
as Ray, who escaped from the 
Missouri State Prison system 
April 23, 1967. 
The FBI said "Ray should 

be considered armed and ex-, 
[tremely dangerous." 

. Here is the most current 
information available on Rayi 
I Description - Height, 5 feet 
10; weight, 163 to 174 pounds. 
Brown hair. Blue eyes. A 
small scar on his forehead 
and right plam. His left ear 
'protrudes further from his 
head than his right ear. Cau-
casian male about 40. 
Relatives - Born In Alton, 

Ili., March 10, 1928, son of a 
'laborer of the same name. 
Hospital records in Fulton, 
tMo., indicate his parents are' 
:deceased but prison records 
list his mother as Mrs. Lucille 
Ryan of 1913 Hickory St., St. 
,Louis. A brother, Jerry, re-' 
portedly has an address of 
Box 22, Wheeling, 111. 

OBJECT OF SEARCH—James Earl Ray, alias 
Eric Starvo Gait, sought in the slaying of Dr. 1 

Martin Luther King is shown in left photo re-
leased by FBI and dated 193O. Photo at right is a 
1966 Missouri penitentiary picture.—AP Photos 
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