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2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• 
FBI SANDIEGO 

' 

FBI - HO US TON 

t202PM URGENT 4-29-68 LXS 

TO DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS AND SAN DIEGO 

FROM HOUSTON (44-1509) 2P 

MURKIN; CR• 

• 

RE SUSPECT, EARL RAY, RAY EARL, WARREN RAY, 

RAY WARREN• 

ON TODAY, A• E• •~IT"BROWN, GEN• 

DEL•, HAMPSHIRE, TEX• ADVISED EX-WIFE'S NAME IS DORIS 
. ' 

DEAN JONES NEE SCHULTZ, AKA•, DORIS DEAN BROWN AND PRESENTLY 

RESIDES ONE ZERO SEVEN ZERO SEVEN JAMIACA BLVD•., SPACE 
ft 

TWO FOUR SIX, SWEETWATER LODGE, SPRING VALLEY, CALIF• 

BROWN ADVISED BASIS FOR DIVORCE FROM WIFE IN ONE NINE SIX 

ZERO WAS FINDING LETTER IN WIFE'S PURSE FROM AN EARL RAY OR 

RAY EARL OR WARREN RAY OR RAY WARREN WHO AT TIME·WAS IN STATE 

PRISON AT JEFFERSON CITY, MO• IN LETTER WAS PHOTO AND BRO~JN 

STATES WITH. EXCEPTION OF HAVING MORE HAIR IT CLOSELY 

RESEMBLED THE NINETEEN SIXTY PHOTO OF JAMES EARL RAY• WIFE 

WHEN CONFRONTED SAID PERSON WRITING LETTER WAS IN JAIL ON 

ARMED ROBBERY CHARGE BUT WAS FRAMED ANO IF HE EVER NEEDED HELP 

SHE WOULD GIVE IT TO HIM• 

END PAGE ONE 

BROWN KNEW LITTLE 
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V 

PAGE TWO 

HO 44-1509 

• 

PAST BEFORE MARRIAGE IN NINETEEN FIFTY NINE BUT DID KNOW 

SHE WAS EMPLOYED AS WAITRESS IN ST• LOUIS, MO. FROM NINETEEN 

FIFTY SIX TO NINETEEN FIFTY EIGHT• WIFE LAST IN AREA 

APPROXIMATELY ONE MONTH AGO FOR FUNERAL OF HUSBAND WILLIAM 

L• JONES WHO WAS IN Li• S• NAVY• 

LEAD: SAN DIEGO AT SPRING VALLEY, CALIF• INTERVIEW 

OORIS DEAN JONES TO DETERMINE IDENTITY OF PERSON REFERRED 

TO BY HUSBAND• BRO~N REQUESTS SOURCE OF INFO NOT BE DISCLOSED 

TO WIFE• 

~D 

~D 

FBI SANDIEGO 
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F B I 

Date: 4/29/68, 

•· I .:·:, , 
-r -.. 

'/'·•· . I .. 
J 
l 
I 

• . . . I 
nsmit the following in _....,p.....,I,._A .... INT.....-E ..... XT--.·-~---------------i1

1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

I 
URGENT I 

'_._, • ·~ I 

. - :,.·r~_'._·: 

. '•.:... 

·: ·:.- 1-'_:::_ 

;,t:.·Via TELETYPE 
:lt,r (Priority) I . 

~~--~-.- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - L - - - - - - - . 

TO: 

FROM: 

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

SAC, KANSAS CITY 

SAC, ST. LOUIS 

SAC, SAN DIEGO (44-387) 

MURKIN. 

REFERENCE HOUSTON TELETYPE TO BUREAU, MEMPHIS AND 

SAN DIEGO APRIL TWENTY NINE, CURRENT. 

RE SUSPECT EARL RAY, RAY EARL, WARREN RAY, AND RAY 

WARREN. 

REFERENCED TELETYPE AS FOLLOWS: 

"ON TODAY, A. E. "KIT" BROWN, GEN. DEL., HAMPSHIRE, 

TEX. ADVISED EX-WIFE'S NAME IS DORIS DEAN JONES NEE SCHULTZ, 

AKA., DORIS DEAN BROWN AND PRESENTLY RESIDES ONE ZERO SEVEN 

ZERO SEVEN JAMIACA BLVD., SPACE TWO FOUR SIX, SWEEn'WATER LODGE, 

SPRING VALLEY, CALIF. BROWN ADVISED BASIS FOR DIVORCE FROM 

ONE NINE SIX ZERO WAS FINDING LETTER IN WIFE'S PURSE 

(AM) 

Approved: "I~ ~hV- - , 
Special Agent in Charge - · 

, . ~ - • . J 

. 7: ..... · ''\i;~:f :,: ,:-~:t:'•·,·'" 

.. 

' ,:)f! 
:;t"ij;. 

·,,,~-.. --
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

• • 
FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in ------~--------------i 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ________ --------------------' 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L-------

SD 44-387 

PAGE TWO 

FROM AN EARL RAY OR RAY EARL OR WARREN RAY OR RAY WARREN 

WHO AT TIME WAS IN STATE PRISON AT JEFFERSON CITY, MO. IN 

LETTER WAS PHCYI'O AND BROWN STATES WITH EXCEPI'ION OF HAVING 

MORE HAIR IT CLOSELY RESEMBLED THE NINETEEN SIXTY PHCYI'O OF 

JAMES EARL RAY. WIFE WHEN CONFRONTED SAID PERSON WRITING 

LETTER WAS IN JAIL ON ARMED ROBBERY CHARGE Bill' WAS FRAMED AND 

IF HE EVER NEEDED HELP SHE WOULD GIVE IT TO HIM. BROWN KNEW 

LITTLE ABOUT WIFE'S PAST BEFORE MARRIAGE INNCNETEEN FIFTY NINE 

BUT DID }KNOW SHE WAS EMPLOYED AS WAITRESS IN ST. LOUIS, MO. 

FROM R:NETEEN FIFTY SIX TO NI,NETEEN FIFrY EIGHI'. WIFE LAST 

IN AREA APPROXIMATELY ONE MONTH AGO FOR FUNERAL OF HUSBAND 

WILLIAM L. JONES WHO WAS IN U.S. NAVY." 

"LEAD: SAN DIEGO AT SPRING VALLEY, CALIF. INTERVIEW 

DORIS DEAN JONES TO DETERMINE IDENTITY OF PERSON REFERRED TO 

BY HUSBAND. BROWN REQUESTS SOURCE OF INFO NOI' BE DISCLOSED 

TO WIFE. n 

Approved: _________ _ Sent _____ M Per _____ _ 
Special Agent in Charge 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) • • ... 
FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in ---------------------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ________ ------------------
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L-------

SD 44-387 

PAGE THREE 

DORIS DEAN JONES INTERVIEWED AT SAN DIEGO. ADVISED SHE 

FORMERLY KNEW A RAY EUGENE WARREN WHO WOULD NOW BE THIRTY EIGifr 

TO THIRTY NINE YEARS OF AGE, WHrI'E MALE, FIVE FEET EIGHT INCHES, 

ONE HUNDRED FIFTY POUNDS, DARK BROWN WAVY HAIR, BLUE EYES AND 

HAS NUMEROUS TATTOOS, INCLUDING TATTOO OF ROSE ON BACK OF ONE 

HAND; "RAY" ON ONE HAND; THE WORD "LOVE" ON THE FINGERS OF ONE HA 

AND A "PACHUCO" TYPE CROSS ON RIG1fr HAND. 

MRS. JONES ADVISED RAY EUGENE WARREN DURl!NG NINETEEN FIPI'Y 

FOUR OR NINErEEN FIFTY FIVE INCARCERATED AT ST. LOUIS CITY 

JAIL FOR A PERIOD OF ONE YEAR PRIOR TO BEING SENTENCED TO A 

THIRTY YEAR SENTENCE IT STATE PRISON, JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI. 

MRS. JONES ADVISED IT IS HER OPINION THAT RAY EUGENE WARREN 

IS Nor IDENTICAL WrI'H JAMES EARL RAY AS NONE OF THE PHorOGR~PHS 

OF RAY DISPLAYED TO HER APPEARED TO BE IDENTICAL WITH RAY 

EUGENE WARREN. 

ST. LOUIS • CONDUCT APPROPRIATE INVESTIGATION AT CITY 

JAIL TO FURTHER IDENTIFY AND ELIMINATE RAY EUGENE WARREN. 

Approved: _________ _ Sent _____ M Per _____ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 

• , 
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. FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

• . ., 

FBI 

Date: 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I ., 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in -----------------------11 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

I 
Via ________ _ I 

(Priority) I 

--- ------------------------------~-------------L-------
SD 44-387 

PAGE FOUR 

KANSAS CITY. AT JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI, CONDUCT 

APPROPRIATE INVESTIGATION STATE PRISON, JEFFERSON CITY, 

MISSOURI, REGARDING RAY EUGENE WARREN TO ELIMINATE. 

AIRMAIL COPY SENT TO MEMPHIS AND HOUSTON. 

Approved: __________ _ Sent ______ M Per ______ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-358 (Rev~ 3-29-65) • FBI, U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
STATE TELETYPE SYSTEM 

• 

Transmit in _P_LA_IN_T_E_X_T __ --=--_ by teletype to: ~D~MV~,~S:!..!.A~C~R!:!.JA~M~E~NTi..:!:..¥0 ________ _ 
(Type in t1lai,ntext" or "code') 

-----------------------------------

FBH 4/29/68 OBDI 

MVS-DDL 
PLEASE FURNISH INFORMATION AND PHOTOGRAPH FOR GERAID B. 
GERLT, AGE THIRTY-EIGHT (APPROXIMATELY), LAST KNOWN ADDRESS 
ALPINE, CALIFORNIA. IN REPLY, REFER OUR FILE 44-387. ATTENTION 
S.A. OBRIEN. 

ROBERT W. EVANS, SAC, FBI, SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA, FBH., JLN. 

AWO;jln 

4--,/4 
. Approved: ____ 

7
-;~---.,.,.i;~----.--Sent 

! 
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... 
FBI SANDI EGO • • 
.. 

FBI SAN FRAN 

305 PM URGENT 4/26/ 68 VLT 

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861>, BOSTON, CHICAGO (44-1114>, MIAMI, 

MEMPHIS (44-1987> & SAN DIEGO 

FROM SAN FRANCISCO (173-65) CP> 2P 

MURK IN 

RE: DONALD STOUT - SUSPECT CO-CONSPIRATOR 

RE CHICAGO TEL, APRIL TWO FIVE, LAST, AND BUREAU, 'CHICAGO, 

AND PITSBURGH TELS TODAY• 

FOR INFORMATION SAN DIEGO, PITTSBURGH SUBMITTED LHM, DATED 

SEPTEMBER SEVEN, ONE NINE SIX SIX, CONCERNING DONALD STOUT, WHITE MALE 

FIVE FEET SEVEN OR EIGHT INCHES, TWO ONE ZERO POUNDS, DARK HAIR WITH 

WAVE IN FRONT• HARRY P• STEWART, UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE REPORTED 

HIS NEPHEW, STEWART LINDH, SAN FRANCISCO., CLAIMED HE AND TWO OTHERS 

THROUGH NEWSPAPER AD OBTAINED RIDE WITH STOUT• AT KANSAS CITY, STOUT 

DISAPPEARED WITH THEIR EFFECTS• BEFORE STOUT DISAPPEARED, HE TOLD 

THEM HE WAS GOING TO SHOOT KING• 

RECORDS, FBI CHICAGO, REVEAL SIMILAR MODUS OPERANDI BY DONALD 

LAWRENCE STOUT, AKA LAWRENCE DONALD STOUT, FBI NUMBER FOUR NINE FIVE 

NINE THREE EIGHT ZERO, WHITE MALE, BORN 

DETROIT, MICHIGAN, SIMILAR DESCRIPTION, WWHO HAS WORKED AS 
~-~ 

MERCHANT SEAMAN• STOUT CONVICT~D MARCH TWELVE, ONE NINE FIVE FIVE, 

FEDERAL CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION, SEAGOVILLE, TEX~~~~, .. T_I·-· 

END PAGE ONE Sf.RIAL\ZEO ., ... , 
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• • 
PAGE TWO 

MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT ACT1 ONE YEAR ONE DAY• LATEST ARREST RECORD, 

IDENTIFICATION Dl°VISION FILES, APRIL TEN, ONE NINE FIVE EIGHT, POLICE 

BERLIN, NEW HAMPSHIRE., THEIR NUMBER FOURTEEN, DRIVING NON-REGISTERED 

MOTOR VEHICLE, FIVE DOLLAR FINE PAID• COPIES OF RECORD AND PHOTOGRAPH 

TAKEN IN ONE NINE FIVE FIVE BEING MAILED AMSD TO SAN FRANCISCO THIS 

DATE• BUREAU UNABLE TO DETERMINE WHERE RECENT PHOTOGRAPH OF STOUT MAY 

BE OBTAINED• 

FRANCES LINDH, ONE FIVE FOUR FIVE GREEN STREET, APART~ TONE ZERO 

FOUR, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA, THIS DATE ADVISED SON STE ART MARSHALL 

LINDH, AGE TWO FOUR YEAR~~ ATTENDING SAN DIEGO STATE COLLEGE FULL TIME• 'Io ,o v~ ,~ -,...,14.~ 
RESIDES FOUR ZERO ONE ZERO ONE-HALF VAN DYKE, SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA• 

". -

MOTHER UNABLE TO IDENTIFY OTHERS WHO ACCOMPANIED SON• 

-SAN DIEGO LOCATE STEWART LINDH FOR ANY ADDITIONAL DETAILS AND 

DISPLAY PHOTOGRAPH WHEN RECEIVED OF DONALD LAWRENCE STOUT TO DETERMINE 

WHETHER HE IS DONALD STOUT WITH WHOM HE RODE TO KANSAS CitY, MISSOURI• 

PHOTOGRAPH ON ARRIVAL FROM BUREAU WILL BE SENT AMSD TO SAN DIEGO• 

BOSTON REFER CHICAGO TEL APRIL TWO SIX, INSTANT, IF PHOTOGRAPH 

AVAILABLE OF LAWRENCE DONALD STOUT, AKA, TAKEN BERLIN, NEW HAMPSHIRE, 

FORWARD COPY AMSD TO SAN DIEGO TO SHOW STEWART LINDH• SUBJECT 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS• 

END 

CND 

FBI SANDI EGO 
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• • 
FBI SANDIEG0 

FBI MIAMI 

844 PM URGENT 4/26/68 RML 

TO DIRECTOR, SAN DIEGO, AND MEMPHIS 

FROM MIAMI (44-1854) 2P 

MURKIN• 

RE PITTSBURGH TEL TO DIRECTOR, CHICAGO, AND MEMPHIS, FOUR-

TWENTYSIX, INSTANT• 

RE THREATS TO MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR• 

FOR INFO SAN DIEGO, RE TELETYPE REFLECTED: 

HARRY P• STEWART, U•S• SECRET SERVICE, REPORTED HIS NEPHEW, 

STEWARD LI-NDH, TWO TWO ,ZERO SIX, SAN FRANCISCO., CALIF•, CLAIMED HE 

AND TWO OTHERS THROUGH NEWSPAPER AD OBTAINED RIDE WITH STOUT• AT 
-

KANSAS CITY, M0.,-ST0UT DISAPPEARED WITH THEIR EFFECTS• BEFORE STOUT 

DISSAPPEARED, HE TOLD THEM HE WAS GOING TO SHOOT KING• 

ON FOUR TWENTYSIX, INSTANT, RAYMOND ZACK0VICH, SECRET SERVICE 

AGENT, PITTSBURGH, ADVISED HARRY P• STEWART, FORMER SECRET SERVICE 

AGENT, RETlRED ONE YEAR AGO• STEWART NOW RESIDING AT ROUTE ONE, 

BOX THREE EIGHT EIGHT, SEBASTIAN, FLA• 

MIAMI INTERVIEW STEWART FOR ADDITIONAL DATA HE RECEIVED AND 

PRESENT LOCATION 

\ END PAGE ONE 

\~ (} 
\~ ry-" i\J , r1 ~ 
~ \ ~q ~ r 
r~ 

OF HIS NEPHEW, STEWART LINDH• SUTEL• 
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MM 44-1854 

PAGE TwO 

• • 

HARRY p. STEWART, AT ABOVE ADDRESS, SEBASTIAN, FLA•, ADVISED ABOVE 

INCIDENT OCCURED TWO OR THREE YEARS AGO, WHEN NEPHEW STEWARD LINDH 

WAS HITCH-HIKING FROM SAN FRANCISCO TO VERMONT• STEWART DOES NOT 

RECALL ANY REFERENCE TO MARTIN LUTHER KING• NEPHEW NOW RESID-

ING FOUR ZERO ONE ZERO AND ONE-HALF, V~ DYKE, SAN DIEGO, CALIF•, 

AND ATTENDING UNKNOWN COLLEGE IN SAN DIEGO• 

SAN DIEGO INTERVIEW LINDH RE DETAILS OF ABOVE• 

END 

JLS 

FBI SANDIEGO 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



.FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) • 
.. ,. 

FBI 

Date: 4/30/68 
Transmit the following in ______ P_..,L~AIN-=-=-=T=E=-X=-=T:_ ________ --f 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via _ ___.T .... E_L_E...,.,T_._YPllr-'l!E!:lf..--___________ UR_G_EN_T _____ ___,j 

(Priority) I 
------------------------------------------------L-------

TO: DIRECTOR (44-38861) 

BOSTON 

FROM: 

MURKIN 

RE:O 

CHICAGO (44-1114) 

MEMPHIS (44-1987) 

SAN FRANCISCO (173-65) 

SAN DIEGO (44-387) 

- SUSPECT CO-CONSPIRATOR. 

RE SAN FRANCISC TELETYPE TO BUREAU, BOSTON, CHICAGO, 

MIAMI, MEMPHIS, AND SAN DIEGO APRIL TWENTY SIX LAST; MIAMI 

TELETYPE TO BUREAU, SAN DIEGO AND MEMPHIS APRIL TWENTY SIX 

LAST. 

STEWART LINDH INTERVIEWED APRIL TWENTY NINE LAST ADVISED 

AS FOLLOWS: 

ON OCTOBER TWO SIXTY SIX, AN ADT.~·APPEARED IN THE CLASSIFIED 

SECTION SAN FRANCISCO CRONICLE FOR PERSONS TO SHARE A RIDE TO 

NEW YORK AND BOSTON, NAME OF DONALD STOUT AND AN OAKLAND, 

CALIFORNIA, ADDRESS GIVEN. 
I 

LINDH, ALONG WITH TWO OTHER INDIVIDUALS RICHARD ALLEN, I 

44-387H t, • ./,4,..// '.fJ' l{ff 387- ,e 6 

Per _____ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) • • 
FBI 

Date: 4/30/68 
Transmit the following in ------~P...;;;;L:;.;:.;A=I;.;:;..;;.N-=TEX=T;;;;;..._ ________ --i 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via _____ T=-ELE"""--TY-=-P_E ___________ UR_G_EN_T=---------~ 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L-------

"' 

SD 44-387 

PAGE TWO 

AN ARCHITECTURAL DRAFTSMAN FROM NEWARK, NEW,~JERSEY, AND JEFFERY 

COHN FROM _FARMINGDALE, LONG ISLAND, NEW YORK, A STUDENT ATTENDmG 

GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY, WASHINGTON, D. C., ANSWERED AD 

AND ALL THREE MET STOUT AT SEVENTH AND MARKET STREETS, SAN 

FRANCISCO FOR TRIP TO NEW YORK AND BOSTON. 

STOUT ALLEGEDLY EMPLOYEE NATIONAL CAR RENTAL COMPANY, SAN 

FRANCISCO OR OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA, AND WAS RETURNING A SIXTY SIX 

CHEVROLET IMPALA BEARING LICENSE PLATE PSJ NINE ZERO SEVEN TO 

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS. 

IMMEDIATELY UPON DEPARTING SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA, 

STOUT DISPLAYED A VERY OBSESSIVE ATTITUDE TOWARD THE NEGRO 

AND JEWISH RACES. HE STATED "WE MIGHT AS WELL KILL SOME 

NIGGERS ON THE WAY". DURING 'DRIP STOUT INDICATED HE HAD A 

THREE-FIFTY SEVEN MAGNUM REVOLVER IN THE TRUNK OF HIS AUTOMOBILE. 

DURING THE ENTIRE TRIP FROM SAN FRANCISCO TO KANSAS CITY, 

MISSOURI, STOUT CONTINUOUSLY TALKED AGAINST THE NEGRO AND 

JEWISH RACES MENTIONING THAT DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING AND ALL THE 

OTHER "NIGGERS" SHOULD BE KILLED OR SENT BACK TO AFRICA. 

Approved: _________ _ Sent _____ M Per _____ _ 
Special Agent in Charge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) • • 
... 

FBI 

Date: 4/30/68 
Transmit the following in ________ P~L~A~I~N-=TE=X:.=:..;T=-------------' 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via __ . ....;,;..T_E_LE_TY~P_E ____________ UR_G_E_N_T ______ -----1 

(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L-------
SD 44-387 

PAGE THREE 

STOUT LEFT LINDH .ANDHIS TRAVELING COMPANIONS OFF AT THE 

YMCA, ·KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI, AND GIVING THE EXCUSE THAT HE 

HAD IDO DO SOMETHING TO THE AUTOMOBILE, DEPARTED, AND NEVER 

RETURNED. 

·, 
LINDH IMMEDIATELY LEFT FOR BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS, ARRIVING 

THERE BEFORE STOUT AND WHEN STOUT ARRIVED AT THE NATIONAL CAR 

RENTAL, LOGAN AIRPORT, BOSTON, HE, LINDH, HAD STOUT DETAINED 

HOWEVER, NO CHARGES WERE PLACED AGAINST STOUT. 

LINDH ADVISED STOUT CLAIMED MEMBERSHIP IN THE TEAMSTER 

UNION AND A TELEPHONE CALL BY LINDH TO DETROIT, MICHIGAN, 

VERIFIED HIS MEMBERSHIP. 

LINDH DESCRIBED STOUT AS FOLLOWS: WMA, ,'IVE FEET SEVEN TO 

EIGHT INCHES, TWO HUNDRED THIRTY POUNDS, BROWN CURLY HAIR, EYES 

LIGHT, BUILD STOUT, COMPLEXION RUDDY; CHARACTERISTICS,SOUTHERN 

ACCENT, LARGE ARMS, CLAIMS TO BE FROM JUSSISSIPPI. 

PHOTOGRAPH OF DONALD STOUT BEING SENT FROM THE SAN 

FRANCISCO OFFICE WILL BE DISPLAYED TO LINDH UPON ARRIVAL. 

SAN FRANCISCO ATTEMPT TO VERIFY IF STOUT EMPLOYED NATIONAL 

Approved: _________ _ Sent _____ M Per _____ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) • • 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

FBI I 
I 

Date: 4/30/68 : 
I 

Transmit the following in ______ __.,P ..... I.u,A~I~N~T"--IE._._XQ..T~---~---------i' 
(Type in plaintext or code) I 

Via __ T_E_LE_TY_PE ___ _ URGENT 
I 
I 

(Priority) I 
________________________________________________ L ______ _ 

SD 44-387 

PAGE FOUR 

CAR RENTAL. 

BOSTON ALSO ATTEMPT TO VERIFY IF STOUT EMPLOYED NATIONAL 

CAR RENTAL. 

Approved: __________ _ Sent ______ M Per ______ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AT 44-2386 
JTB:bjc 
1 

• • 

On April 24, 1968, SAs JAMES RICHARD FLICK, 
JOSEPH G. SHEA, and JACK T. BEVERSTEIN interviewed LEWIE 
RAYMOND DOWDA, an inmate at the Cobb County Jail, Marietta, 
Georgia. DOWDA advised he was formerly incarcerated at the 
Missouri State Prison, Jefferson City, Missouri. He stated 
while at the Missouri State Prison, he was acquainted for 
approximately three years with JAMES EARL RAY, a fellow 
inmate. DOWDA advised he was released from the Missouri 
State Prison on December 23, 1966, and JAMES EARL RAY was 
still incarcerated. He stated he had been the chief cook 
at the Missouri State Prison and RAY worked as a bread 
slicer. 

DOWDA advised RAY ~as the type person the other 
inmates did not 11 mess with." He described RAY as a "loner" 
who usually initiated the conversation if he wanted to talk 
to anyone. He stated that RAY spoke in a mild, low tone and 
when angry would speak even softer. He stated he had never 
known RAY to become excited and shout. To his knowledge, 
he has never known RAY to smoke. He stated RAY had a fair 
complexion, which was blotchy, having pimples around the 
lower portion of his face. He stated RAY had a rash on the 
right side of his head during the entire time he had known 
RAY and RAY would scratch this rash. He stated this rash 
was very noticeable due to the type of haircut in the 
Penitentiary and RAY put some type of salve on this rash. 
He stated RAY's hair was lightly streaked with gray. He 
advised the only scar he can recall which RAY had was a 
large burn scar on his forearm, side unrecalled. He 
stated this scar was located near the wrist. He stated 
RAY had dingy teeth. 

DOWDA advised RAY always talked about "running 
around" in St. Louis, Missouri. He normally talked about 
two girl friends, one of these he had(J't/,aJ!J.,/f?ht 

-..J·~- ~·• 
· .:· ·' zi:- LEiJ - . I . ;~,,J,'\LI -··- ··• , 

I APR80'i968 , 
El -,::,',1'"'•1'"''() . \_ -...,hh u.::-.,:, 

;-0 . 
L. ..... . 
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AT 44-2386 
JTB:bjc 
2 

• • 

(a bar) located in either St. Louis or Kansas City. DOWDA 
stated the other girl was a girl RAY had met around the 
college at Columbia, Missouri, and it was his impression 
this girl had worked 1n a tavern there. 

DOWDA advised RAY, while in prison, wore a ring 
on his left hand which was made at the Penitentiary, 
having been made from white metal with raised initials. 
He stated RAY never smiledj but when he smiled, it looked 
like a smirk. He advised RAY was clean and not sloppy 
in his dress. He described RAY as an avid reader and 
considered RAY to be intelligent. He advised RAY partic­
ipated in softball games as a pitcher and would watch all 
of the baseball games at the Penitentiary, however, he 
had never heard RAY speak of professional baseball. 

DOWDA stated that some time in 1966, a group 
of Black Muslims had petitioned for the right to have 
their own religious services. He stated the Muslims would 
congregate in groups and that a subsequent search of the 
Negro prisoners had uncovered a large cache of weapons. 
DOWDA stated the white prisoners then armed themselves and 
there was a riot at the prisono DOWDA stated three Negro 
prisoners were killed. DOWDA stated he would not say RAY 

rad knifed these Negro prisoners, but did say that if RAY 
had not knifed themJ he definitely knew who had killed them. 

DOWDA stated RAY definitely was a racist and 
hated Negroes. He stated RAY had made the statement and 
firmly believed that all the Negro prisoners inside the 
Penitentiary sho"Lild be killed. He stated RAY had on 
several occasions made the statement that if the price were 
right, he would kill. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DOWDA stated 
he does not recall ever hearing anything which would indicate 
a "contractn was out for the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AT 44-2386 
JTB:bjc 
3 

• • 

DOWDA advised he would not be surprised if JAMES EARL RAY 
was the murderer of MARTIN LUTHER KING, however, he does 
not believe RAY would have killed KING without being 
paid for it. 

DOWDA stated approximately four months before 
he, DOWDA, was released RAY had attempted to escape from 
the Missouri State Prison by going out of the prison behind 
the ovens in the prison bakery. He stated RAY was appre­
hended and RAY had broken his arm in this escape attempt. 
He stated RAY had talked about escaping from the Penitentiary 
prior to this. DOWDA advised he does not believe RAY returned 
from maximum security confinement prior to DOWDA's release 
from prison. 

DOWDA stated while in prison, RAY was particularly 
interested in Western music. He stated he does not recall 
RAY ever mentioning anything about dancing. He stated that 
du.ring this period a number of orchestras from the Lake of 
the Ozarks had played at the State Prison and RAY would 
never miss these performances. He stated RAY often talked 
about planning to go to the Lake of the Ozarks when he got 
out of prison. DOWDA stated he would have no idea who RAY 
would contact at the Lake of the Ozarks, but stated if he 
were to look for RAY there~ he would first find out who was 
selling dope and through this person; locate RAY. He stated 
RAY had talked about being on dope prior to being in the 
Missouri State Prisono He advised RAY had to have an out­
side source of income while in prison inasmuch as RAY's 
dope habit was costing RAY $35 to $40 a week for shots and 
RAY appeared to be well fixed, never wanting for anything. 

DOWDA extimated RAY spent $15 to $20 a week for 
personal conveniences. He stated RAY.l) while in prison, 
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used amphetamine, taking the shot in the nma1n line." He 
stated RAY would take two to three shots a day. He stated 
RAY never lacked for money, but had no idea of RAY's source 
of income. DOWDA stated he is certain RAY was not selling 
amphetamine to other prisoners, stating he has known RAY 
to give free amphetamine to prisoners who needed a shot. 
DOWDA denied that he himself had ever taken any shots, but 
admitted he has taken pills. DOWDA claimed he and RAY 
were not engaged in the sale of amphetamine at the Missouri 
State Prison. 

DOWDA stated that HAROLD SCHAEFER, Guard on the 
gate in the kitchen of the Missouri State Prison, was very 
close to JAMES EARL RAY and it was DOWDA's understanding 
that SCHAEFER was RAY's source of amphetamine. He stated 
BENJAMIN o. GOODIN was a civilian in charge of the kitchen 
and he is certain GOODIN was not connected in any way with 
the bringing of amphetamine into the prison. He stated 
while GOODIN was friendly with RAY, he understands it was 
GOODIN who had disclosed RAY's hiding place when RAY had 
attempted 'to escape in 1966. 

DOWDA advised one NEIL ABBY (phonetic) was RAY's 
closest friend in the Missouri State Prison and was respon­
sible for bringlng RAY :tnto the kitchen. He stated ABBY 
at this time was chief cook at the prison. He believes 
ABBY was serving time for breaking into a drug store and 
he does know that dope was connected with ABBY's offense. 
He stated ABBY had a detainer on him as he was an escapee 
from the State of Texas. DOWDA does not know whether or not 
ABBY is presently in custody but does not believe he is 
presently in the Missouri State Prison. 

He stated RAY had another friend, one DONALD DEAN 
RIGGER. He stated RIGGER was from California and RIGGER's 
wife was a psychiatrist at the Napa State Hospital, which 
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is located north of San Francisco, California. 

DOWDA advised that RAY and other inmates that might 
have DOWDA's address would have a Route 1, Sanford, Florida, 
address, and would not know that he is presently in Marietta, 
Georgia. He stated his father, STEVEN C. DOWDA, presently 
resides at 110 South Chandler Street, Deland, Florida, and 
that anyone inquiring for him at Sanford, Florida, would be 
sent to Deland; Florida. DOWDA claims he has not been 
contacted by RAY and has heard nothing to indicate RAY has 
attempted to contact him. He stated RAY had talked about 
traveling over all the United States, but had never mentioned 
anything which would indicate RAY was associated with any­
one in the Atlanta, Georgia, area. DOWDA stated the only 
other prisoner he knew who was from the State of Georgia, 
who was an inmate at the Missouri State Prison was one 
JERRY WHITE from Calhoun, Georgia. He advised WHITE had a 
Federal detainer against him and believes WHITE is still 
incarcerated at the Missouri State Prison. 

DOWDA advised he had made a trip to California in 
November of 1967 3 and that he and his wi+'e had spent 
Thanksgiving Day visiting her uncle, BOB GRAHAM, who resides 
at Palos Verdes, California. He stated GRAHAM is Regional 
Manager for IBM in that area. He stated that he and his wife 
had stopped at Jefferson City and while there, contacted a 
Missouri State Prison guard.9 Mr. "PETE" PETRIE. He stated 
he had not made any inquiry concerning RAY and was not 
aware that RAY had escaped. He stated he had not made any 
inquiry concerning inmates inasmuch as his wife did not know 
he was a former inmate of the Missouri State Prison. He 
stated he had stopped in the Kansas City, Missouri, area 
and attempted to locate PAUL ALVTN LAIL, JR., who had been 
in tre Missouri State Pris on as PAU:f. ALVIN CARTER. He 
stated LAIL had been released approximately a year before 
he had and that they had agreed to attempt to get together 
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after their release from prison. He stated LAIL worked in 
the license shop at the Missouri State Prison and although 
he was acquainted with RAY, he did not believe LAIL was a 
particularly good friend of RAY. He stated after his return 
from California, he was contacted by PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR. 
He stated LAIL owns a home at 34 Barbodos Drive, Palm· 
Springs~ We~t Palm Beach, Florida, Telephone Number 965-
4221. He stated LAIL in February of 1968 was out of a Job 
and had come to Marietta, Georgia, looking for employment. 
He stated LAIL had come to Marietta, Georgia, with his 
wife and a amall baby and had resided with DOWDA for 
approximately one and one-half weeks, leaving approximately 
two or three days after DOWDA was arrested, DOWDA having 
been arrested on March 4, 1968. 

DOWDA advised he could recall nothing else concern­
ing RAY which might assist in his location, but in the 
event, he remembered· anything additional, he would contact 
the FBI. 
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FBI 

Date: 4/25/68 

Transmit the following in -------------~---~-:----------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via __ A_I_R_1'_.l!i_L ___ _ 
(Priority) I 

------------------~----~----------~-------------L-------

TO: 

PRO■: ,, 

D~BECTOR, FBI ~44-38861) 

SAC, ATLA!rrA(44-2386)(P) 

SUBJECT : . IIVRKIB 

( 00: IIEIIPHI~) 

Re Atlanta tel~tn>• smary to Bureau,-4/24/JS. 
' 

Enclosed for Bureau. are three c pies of insert 
reflecting 1ntervie1' wi t.h. LEWIE BAYIIORD D ·. A.-

. Oae •-PY of above u.sert ,. being 1 
and ■eaphis ... ·for inforaatioa. Two copies 
to St~ Louis and San J)iego.. Six copies of 
to Kansas. <!ity. 

nished to Miami 
of insert furnished 
iasert furaished 

In addition to leads previously set out ia retel, 
the followiag offices~• requested to conduct the follari•g 
investigati••= · 

" 

li?fSAS CITY 

3. - Bureau· (Enc. 3) . 
6 - Kansas ,City (Enc. 
1 - Memphis (Enc. 1) 
1 - Miami (Bae. 1) 
3 - S~n- Diieto (Enc. 
2 - st. Louis (Bnc. 
2 - Atlaata 
JTB:lcc 
(17) 

Approved: __________ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 
Sent ______ M Per-------
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AT 44-2386 

·4t Jeff.epon City 1 M~ssouri: 

ll W111, at Missouri State·,eaitentiary, ·detei:~i•e 
fr,··.• aedical records type rash JABS EARL BAY had oa •td.e ;: 
of· ead and ■edicatioa .prescribed.. for-BAY. 

' . 

. 2) Cheek eorrespolldeace file to deteraine if RAY 
has:any.approved correspondeace which. ■ay.ideQtify girl frieads 
RAY talked about. 

3) A't,te•pt to determine supplier of narc;otics to BAY 
while BAY ia prison and attempt to ·develop· iaforaatba eoacer·liinc 
lllY's outside source .»f incoae,. as BAY may 110w atteapt to 
contact th••• persou. · . ' 

-

· 4) Ascertaia preseat wllerea~ts .. of ia•ate JBBR~ '1111D. 

5) Tllroup sources at prison, evaluate inferaatioa 
furnished by DO'IDA. 

At·JCaasas City, ■issou.ri: 

·Atteapt to locate bar kaown as Gaslight, to determi•~ 
if subject RAY is known there aad attempt to d~termJae identl. ty 
of girl RAY aet there. 

At Col-.l>ia,· llissoui: 

Contact bars i• vicinity of. 40llege and detei,aine if 
subject aAY·kaowa as well as attempt to learn lcleatity of girl 
RAY.had aet.ia this area. 

At 1,,a Ozark, llissoll%i.: 

Will, tlarouch. sources, · atteapt to· ident-ity •arcoti~s 
· pushers• and tllzt•ugh thea detex,aiae, it su~ject -'has :1·beea ia .this 

area. 

Sil DIEGO 

- At Palos Verdes, California: 
J . 

- lf-111 locate BOB . GRAB A■ aad. i•te~view CD •eeraiag 
DOWDA's visit Thanksgiviag 1967; det.enaine it, DOWDA -■ade 
aDy remarks coaceraiag coataet with RAY or anyone else 

· ·· ·ill California. · 
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··ST· LOUIS . ' ' 

St. Louis, Missouri: 

Will attempt to locate bar know• as G•licht 
to deteraiae if RAY is ,known at this:bar and ideatity 
of ~Y's c~rl.friend. 
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MAY 11162 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 • 5010-101 

UNITf:D STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, SAN DIEGO (44-387) 

DANNY MORRIS 

• 
DATE! 4/30/68 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

At 12:45 PM this date, T. R. FOWLER, 1320 Muirlands Dr., La 
Jolla, Tel: 454-6388, telephonically advised that he observed a 
man in La Jolla that looked uery much like photos of RAY and he 
tailed this man to the employment office at UCSB, La Jolla. He 
was driving a 1962 White BUICK with Calif. Lie. ROH 637. 

FOWLER described this man as WMA, about 32 yrs., 5'11", heavy 
build, reddish dark hair, crew cut, wearing business suit. He said 
he did not observe an' scars, marks or outstanding features. 

2 - San Diego 

DM:dm 
( 2) 
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. _FBI SANDlEGO 

.FBI KAN CITY 

349 PM URGENT 4/22/68 PHM 

TO DIRECTOR 44-38861, MEMPHIS, SAN DIEGO 
L • ~ • 

FROM KANSAS CITY. 44-760 2P 

MURKIN 

LYLE ROBINSON., TEN SEVENTEEN ORCHARD, LI BERTY., ~MO • ., 

. ADVISED HIS WIFE1 ROSE ROBINSON, IS FIFTH GRADE TEACHER, 

FOREST HILL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, NORTH KANSAS CITY, .Mo • ., AND 

TAUGHT A BOY THAT MADE STATEMENTS TO EFFECT THAT MARTIN 
. . 

LUTHER KING SHOULD BE SHOT., AND IT WAS LEARNED THAT THE 

BOY'S FATHER, GERALD B• GERLT, RESIDING IN A TRAILER AT 

NINETEDJ TEN ARMOUR ROAD, NORTH KANSAS Cl TY., MO•., MADE 

TRIPS TO TENNESSEE MARCH FOUR-FIVE, SIXTYEIGHT, AND MARCH 

FOURTEEN-FIFTEEN, SIXTYEIGHT• ALSO, BOY REPORTED THAT THE 

FAMILY WAS MOVING TO CALIFORNIA, BUT ~HEN TEACHER CONTACTED 

MOTHER, SHE DENIED T.HEY WERE MOVING• HOWEVER;,, THE FAMILY 

DID MOVE TO EL CAJON, CALIFORNIA, MARCH TWENTYNINE, SIXTYEIGHT• 
, 

GERLT REPORTED TO HAVE CITIZENS BAN RADIO IN HIS TRUCK• 

KANSAS CITY INDICES AND KANSAS CITY, MO• PD RECORDS NEGATIVE• 

CREDIT BUREAU OF GREATER KANSAS CITY R'ECORDS SHOW GERALD B• GERLT, 
-- . - .. . 

AGE THIRTYEIGHT, AND WIFE LOSI HELEN GERLT,· 'HAVE BEEN____ f.. /9-~ 
END PAGE ONE SEARCHED 

iSERIAll . ~ 
. ·' 

I • 
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PAGE TWO 
,S1,NCE N!NETEEN FIFTYFIVE• AND WERE OPERATING JERRY•S NURSERY1 · 

SIX FIVE FOUR ZERO STATE, KANSAS CITY, KS., IN JAN• SIXTYSEVEN•. 

FROM FEB• SIXTYSEVEN TO SEPT• SIXTYSEVEN• GERLT OPERATED NORTHVIEW 
. - ... .. ... - -· 

SKELLY STATION, FALLS CITY1 NEBRASKA, AND IN NOV• SIXTYSEVEN, 

. OPERATED CLAYCOMO RESTAURANT ·IN NO-THER KANSAS CI TY, MO• 

SAN DIEGO, LOCATE AND INTERVIEW GERLT REGARDING HIS TRIPS 
~·- . 

TO TENNESSEE, AND HIS WHEREABOUTS ON- DATE OF KING•S MURDER• 

p 

END 

CND 

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS• 

FBI SANDI EGO 

. ~ 
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FBI I 
I 
I 

Date: 4 /23/68 I 
:-~ilf>- I 
-:~~~lhlt the following in ____ ......,P.....,L=A-=---I=Nr==EX=T ___________ ----41 

-;._, •·, · ;,,:~-- -· (Type in plaintext or code) I 
,.. . . I 

TELEll'YPE URGENT 1 .Via _______ _ 
(Priority) I 

~-----------------------------------------------L-------

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861), KANSAS CITY, (44-760) 

FROM: SAN DIEGO (44-387) 

MURKIN 

RE KC TEL TO BUREAU, APRIL TWE'NTY TWO LAST. 

RF.COR:00, SAN DI:EGO GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY, SAN DI:EGO, 

CALIFORNIA, FAILED TO INDICATE SERVICE AT EL CAJON, 

CALIFORNIA FOR ANYWHERE m SD COUNI'Y FOR GERALD B. GERLT. 

KANSAS Crl'Y REQUESTED TO RECONTACT LYLE ROBINSON AND 

DE.'TERMINE NAME OF STUDENT, SON OF GERALD B. GERLT, AND 

FURNISH INFORMATION SD SO THAT SCHOOL RECOROO, SAN DIEGO 

COUNTY, CAN BE CHECKED TO DETERMINE IF ENROLLED IN AREA. 

INVF.STIGATION SAN DIEXJO CONTINUING. SUBJECT ARMED AND 

DANGEROUS. 

(44=387) 

AWO:apg 
(1) qi/ 

Approved: 
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FBI SANDIEGO 

FBI KAN CITY 
. I 

1135 AM URGENT 4/24/68 LIB 

TO DIRECTOR 44-38861, MEMPHIS 44-1987, SAN DIEGO 44-387 

FROM SAC, KANSAS CITY 44-760 

MURKIN 

RE SUSPECT GERALD B• GERLT 

RE KANSAS CITY TELETYPE TO BUREAU APRIL TWENTYTWO LAST AND 

SAN DIEGO TELETYPE TO BUREAU APRIL TWENTYTHREE LAST• 
' 

LYLE ROBINSON., LIBERTY, MO., ADVISED GERALD B• GERLT'S SON . : ,._ 

OR STEP-SON IS RICHARD LEE WERNER, FIFTH GRADE STUDENT AND SCHOOL 

AUTHO~ITIES RECEIVED A REQUEST APRIL NINETEEN, LAST, FOR RECORDS 

TO BE FORWARDED TO EL CAJON, CALIF• ALSO KANSAS CITY CREDIT 

RECORDS REVEAL FORMER ADDRESS BOX SEVEN THREE THREE, ALPINE, CALIF•,. 

DATE NOT INDICATED• U•S• POST OFFICE RECORDS REVEAL NO CHANGE OF 
I 

ADDRESS AND MAIL IS- BEING HELD FOR FURTHER NOTIFICATION FROM GERLT• 

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS• 

p 

END 

CND ··••-------------, l 
-.-1. 

FBI SANDI EGO • 1 '\' ") 

:i.: .. I ,-\i..i ... -.--. ED ---··---- l 

. i 
I 
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FBI I 
I 

Date: 5/1/68 : 
I 

Transmit the following in _______ __.;;P;;...;;;;IA=-=INT=.:..;;;;;...;;EX==T'---______ ---.11 
(Type in plaintext or code) I 

TE Im'!' PE URGENT 1 

Via ________ ----------~---------1' 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -
TO: 

FRCM: 

DIRECTOR (44-38861) 
MEMPHJE ( 44-1987) 
KANSAS CITY (44-760) 

SAN DIEGO ( 44-387) 

MURKIN 

RE SUSFECT GERAID B. GERill'·. 

RE KANSAS CE'Y TEL TO BUREAU APRIL TWO NINE I.AST. 

GERAID BRUCE GERill'., FOURNINE ONE NORTH FIRST STREET, 

EL CAJON., CALlFORNIA., INTERVIEWED APRIL Tlilln'!' IAST AND 

ADVISED AS FOLLCMS : 

<JERDl'., HIS WD'E, TWO STEPSONS., AND A DAUGRl'ER LEFT 

KANSAS CI'l'f., KANSAS., MARCH THREE ONE IA.ST J,NROT.1rE CALD'ORNIA 

ARRIVING IEUCADIA., APRIL THREE IAST AND STAYED AT WOLVERINE 

MO!'EL APRIL THREE THROUGH NINE I.AST., WHICH WAS VERIFIED 

THROUGH MO!'EL RECORDS. 

DURING MONTH OF MARCH IAST OERDI'., HIS WIFE., AND TWO 

STEPSONS MADE ONE TRIP TO NASHVILIE., TENNESSEE., IN CONNECTION 

W:r!IH HIS EMPLOfMENT., JERRY 1S NURSERY AND IANOOCAPINO CCMPANY., 

SIX FIVE FOUR ZERO STATE AVENUE., KANSAS CEY., KANSAS. 

IT IS GERDI' 1S RECOLIECTION THEY DEPARTED KANSAS CITY., 

KANSAS ., MARCH TEN IAST., STAYING AT THE GREIBERS M 
L) 

44-387 
Approved: =------=---~eT----.tflC.----

AWO: c 
(1) 
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FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in ___________________ _ 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ________ ------------------------1 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -
SD 44-387 

PAGE TWO 

NASHVILIE., TENNESSEE., NIGH!' OF MARCH TEN. HE LOADED EIGHl'EEN 

THOUSAND POUND3 OF NURSERY STOCK., MARCH EI.EVEN., AND DEPARTED 

FOR KANSAS CITY., KANSAS STAYING OVERNIGHI' AT AN UNRECALIED 

MO'l'EL., WEST MEMPHIS., ARKANSAS., MARCH EI.EVEN., AND IEAVING 

EARIX' MORNING OF MARCH TWELVE ARRIVING KANSAS CE'Y APPROXIMATE 

EIGRI' P.M • ., NIGHT OF MARCH TWELVE IAST. 

GERALD JONES., PART Offl'ER., JERRY 1S NURSERY AND IAND3CAPING 

CCMPANY., CAN VERIFY DATES OF TRIP THROUGH RECORI6. 

GERI[' RECALLS NO Ol'HER TRIPS TO TENNESSEE SINCE SDCTYFIVE. 

ON MARCH FOURTEEN IA.ST., HE AND HIS WIFE SALDl WENT TO 

FALIS CIT!'., NEBRASKA, WHERE FINAL PROCEEDIN<J3 WERE FIIED BY 

WIFE AGAINST CHARIES WERNER'• 

GERilI' ADVISED RACIST VIEWS OF STEPSON'S 11111-P.P., CAN BE 

TRACED TO THEIR FATHER, CHARIES WERNER., ONE NlNE ZERO TWO 

ABBOl'T STREET., FALIS CrrY., NEBRASKA., WHO HAS TAUGH!' THEM TO 

HATE PERSONS OF NEGRO RACE. 

PHOI'OGRAPHS OF RAY DIS PIAYED GERIIl' AND COUID FURNISH 

NO INFO. 

DESCRIPI'ION OF GERDI' • WMA., BORN 
~---------___J 

FALLS crrr, NEBRASKA., s DC FEET., THREE FOUR ONE 
~----~ 

Approved: _________ _ Sent _____ M Per _____ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 
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FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in ____________________ __ 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ________ _ 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -
SD 44-387 

PAGE THREE 

POUNll3., BRCMN HAIR., BR()IN EYES., PARENTS INEZ G. GERill'., NEE 

FARL<lv., MOI'HER., RUI7.l GERill'., FATHER., BOl'H RES IDE FALIS crrr., 
NEBRASKA. 

KANSAS CITY CONTAC'T GERALD JONES AND VERlFY DATE5 GERIII' 

AND FAMIIX m NASHVILIE., TENNESSEE. 

'W)~, tJ..1- '1Ml;..u_a_,, ~U.,dt­

~\Jllf'S s-1; ~ ~R~ Y'f)o~ 
'"'(~ -eu.J... 

Approved: _________ _ Sent ______ M Per _____ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 
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FBH 

MVS 4-30-68 
FBI SAN DIEGO SA OBRIEN Fl LE 44-387 
RE 3 FBH 4-29 -G8 . 
CLASS C DRIVERS LIC 2417673 ISSUED 8-8-63 GERALD BRUCE GERLT 
BOX 1132/ 212 SO SECOND/EL CAJON DOB~-~ 6-0 265 BRN BRN 
VALID NO CONV PHOTO BEING FORWARDED 

DDL MVS EC 1450 PDT 
\ 

I SEARCHCD --· .JNJ~XED __ 193,, 
I SERlAllliD ----------FILED -- -

UMVMMVT FBI - SAN DIEGO 

.. 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 • 5010-101 • MAY 11162 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO SAC, SAN DIEGO (44-387) DATE: 4/25/68 

FROM SA DONALD R. BELMONT 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

Re mem~ concerning infarmatian furmished by Deputy 
Sheriff LUCAS. SDSO, regarding person seen in San Marcar:. Califarnia. 

AT SAN MARCOS, CALIFORNIA 

Effarts were made ta c~ntact NETA RICHARDSON, 1443 
Pal~mar Drive ~n 4/22/68 with negative results. Mrs. ROBINSON 
was contacted on 4/23/68 and advised as fallows: 

She is employed at San Marcos Supermarket. 228 West 
Mission Avenue and has beens~ employed for anumber of years. 
On Friday, 4/19, at about 3:00 p~m. a man was in the stare and 
made a purchase Jf cigaretts, brand unkn:,wn. and p:,ssibly als:, 
some gum or candy. He also purchased a pint of vodka. After 
he left she recalled reading that Subject RAY was reported ta 
drink vodka. This together with what appeared t:, be a Texas :,r 
Oklahoma accent made her think this :hdividual might possibly be 
the Subject. 

She gave no further thought t~ the matter until 
that evening when she saw pictures af Subject on televisian and 
thought there was some slight resemblance. The fall~wing 
day she mentioned the matter ta a friend and this friend became 
concerned because he was leaving town and was apprehensive 
leaving his wife alone if subject was in the area. He persuaded 
her to call the SO c:,ncerning the incident. 

On Saturday, 4/20, she saw ph:,tos af Subject in the 
San Dieg:, UNION, marning editi:,n~ which had tw:, r:,ws :,f photos 
of subject taken at various times. At that time she thought the 
second photo from the left in the tap ro~, s~mewhat resembled 
the man wh:, had been in the st~re an 4/19/68~ She nJted this 
phato was reparted to have been taken in 1954 or 1956. 

Diego 
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She described the individual she saw at fJllJws: 

Race 
Age 
Height 
Build 
Eyes 
Hair 

Complexion 
Dress 

White 
35 - 40 
5'7", PJfSibly slightly taller 
Medium 
CJlor unknJwn 
Dark brJwn, fairly lJng, 

wavy and full on cides. 
with no noticable part 

Medium 
ShJrt sleeved shirt. blue in 

color, op~n at neck, white 
coveralls with shJulder strap 
large pockets in frJnt similar 

t to thJse worn by carpenters. 
Coveralls appeared new and 
clean. 

She stated this individual had a shy, retiring 
appearance and spoke very little, but appeared to have a Texas 
or Oklahoma accent. His hands were clean and did not look like 
those of a workingman. She also noticed what looked like an 
indentation in the center of his forehead, which she stated did 
not appear to be a scar, but rather something more like a birth 
defect. She added, however, that his hair, which was wavy and falling 
down his forehead may have cast a shadow which gave her this 
impression. · 

She stated she had never seen this man before. She 
remarked about him to other store employees but none had 
apparently seen him. She noted there were several customers 
behind the man when she waited on him, but she did not recall 
their identity. 

Photo of Subject as contained in the wanted flyer were 
exhibited to Mrs. RICHARDSON. She stated she saw little, if any, 
resemblance to the man she had seen in Subject's photo taken in 
1960. Referring to the 1968 photograph she thought the features 
were slightly similar, mostly around the eyes, but she noted 
the photo ~f Subject showed his face mush fuller and the hair 
shorter and less wavey that the man she had seen. She also 
stated thattshe had observed no characteristic of the left ear 
portruding more thant the right ear. Mrs. RICHARDSON stated 
upon reflecting that she could not state whether the man she 
had seen was identical to Subject and that the similariti she 
noted was in the 1954 or 1956 photo of Subject. She stated the 
mah thing that brought this man to her attention was the fact that 
he ordered a pint of vodka and that he had the Texas or OklahJma 
accent. Although she noted Subject reportedly had a southern 

accent. 
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Photos of Subject were exhibited on 4/23/68 to the 
following store employees, all of whom stated they did not 
recognize Subject and had not seen the individual seen by Mrs. 
RICHARDSON on 4/19/68: 

EARL GRIMES, Owner 
Mrs. EARL GRIMES 
LEE HAZELTINE 
LLOYD GOLDAE (butcher) 

Mr. EARL GRIMES stated probably 80% of his customers 
are local people. He noted the other 20% are more than likely 
people passing through town, either being employed in the general 
area or living in a nearby towns. 

Photos of Subject were exhibited to persons at the 
following establishments in the area of San Marcos Market, with 
negative results: 

San Marcos Hardware, 236 West Mission 
San Marcos Coffee Shop, 242 West Mission 
Paul's Mobile Service, 256 West Mission 

In addition Subject's photos were exhibited to Mr. 
ALBERT RICHARDSON, Assistant Post Master, San Marcos, who has 
resided in this area for many years. Mr. RICHARDSON stated the 
photos were not familiar to him other than having seen them on 
television and in the newspaper. 

UAC no additional investigation being conducted. 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

.. ' 
FBI 

Date: 4/29/68 

Transmit the following in ---------------:--:----------; 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ___ A_I_R_T_E_L ____ _ AIR MAIL 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L-------

TO:. SAC, SAN DIEGO ,, 

FROM SAC, LOS ANGELES (44-1574) 

SUBJEC MURK IN 

On 4/29/68 Mr. WILLIAM DITTY, Station KFWB, 6419 Holly­
wood Boulevard, Los Angeles, California, telephonically furnished 
the following information. 

DITTY advised that on 4/20/68 he was in National 
City, California, at Emma's Pancake House on E Street, when he 
noticed a man who fitted the description of JAMES EARL RAY 
having coffee at another table. He described this man as 
Caucasian, age 36-40, 5'10", 175-180 lbs., dark close-cropped 
hair, average build. He said one ear protruded from the head, 
but he could not recall which ear. According to DITTY, this 
man looked exactly like the 1959 photograph of RAY. 

DITTY said he did not report this information sooner 
because he was in National City without his wife's knowledge, 
and he was afraid she might learn of this. He advised he saw 
the man leave Emma's Pancake House, but he did not see where he 
went or whether or not he had an automobile. 

G)_ San 
1 - Los 
WJN:CM 
(3) 

Diego (AM) 
Angeles 

Approved: ___________ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 

4-4-~<&, -I"/(' 
SEARCHED .... ~~-fDEXED .. ; ....... . 
SEIUAllZED /,,,.ILEO ..... : ........ .. 

MAY-1 1968 

Sent _______ M Per -------
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TO 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1112 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101•11.II • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, San Diego 

• 
DATE: April 29, 1968 

~ Director, FBI 

suBJECT: JAMES EARL RAY, aka - FUGITIVE 
I. O. #4182; W. F. #442 -A 
CIVIL RIGIITS - CONSPIRACY; 
INTERSTATE FLIGIIT - ARMED ROBBERY 
"TEN MOST WANTED FUGITIVES" PROGRAM 
NEWSPAPER MAT 

Being forwarded under separate cover is a supply of 
newspaper mats and proofs for expeditious distribution to all 
cooperative daily and weekly newspapers in your territory. Additional 
publications such as shoppers' guides should not be overlooked in 
obtaining the greatest possible publicity regarding this fugitive. 

In most cases, these mats and proofs may be distributed 
by mail but when circumstances warrant they may be personally delivered 
by Special Agents. A form letter over the signature of the Special Agent 
in Charge may be utilized in distributing this material by mail and this 
letter should point out that the FBI is requesting the aid of the Nation's 
press in bringing about the prompt apprehension of this badly sought 
fugitive. 

Prompt distribution should be made and additional 
supplies, if needed, are available at the Bureau. The following number 
of mats and proofs are being forwarded to your office under separate 
cover: 60. · 

As an additional means of securing widespread publicity 
concerning Ray, offices covering the place of publication of magazines 
which have previously cooperated in publicizing FBI fugitives should 
request the assistance of such publications in carrying an article on cap­
tioned fugitive. The Bureau press release, copies of which are available 
in each off ice, along with a glossy photograph of this fugitive can be 
furnished. The earliest possible utilization of this material should be 
enco~rag_ed and special attention should be given_!~';~li~tions--aimed 

at mmonty gro~p: \, ~ . I >-.ilAUr:~sg-··· j 

.. l 1'J\ ~ __ _FBI - SAN DIEGO 

~~,,0'~1b\~1~ L ..... _ ······--.....,.~u 

lf'f-3~ 1 
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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FBI SANDIEGO 

FBI CHICAGO 

617PM URGENT 4/30/68 RSM 

TO DIRECTOR 44-38861>~ MEMPHIS ✓--.1j/!!,7 AND SAN DIEGO <44-387) 

FROM CHICAGO (44-: 1114) p ~ l· 1 - A/f ~ '-t' - / 
lot...,,.. .. , ~ "'' J./rJ J.... ~ . ,oal MURK IN• 

REBUTEL TO 

RE THREATS 

RE 

ARMY INTELLIGENCE 

TWO NINE, LAST• 

TIN LUTHER KING, JR• 
- - . 

EY AND ORVILLE H• 

MARCH, SIXTYSEVEN, 

THAT GAFFNEY, WHO WAS AN ALLEGED nMINUTEMENn 

• 

AN ASSOCIATE· . 

THAT HE WAS PART OF A SABOTAGE TEAM WHICH WOULD UNDERTAKE 

ASSASSINATION OF KING• OTHER MEMBER OF TEAM REPORTEDLY BRETTMAN• 

GAFFNEY, AGE TWENTYONE, INTERVIEWED CHICAGO APRIL 

TWO NINE AND THIRTY, SIXTYEIGHT• CLAIMED HAS BEEl'J IN CHICAGO 

AND CHICAGO INDEPENDENTLY VERIFYING HIS WHEREABOUTS• GAFFNEY 
\ 

SAYS BRETTMAN HAS BEEN IN USMC, WAS IN CHICAGO ABOUT DECEMBER TEN 

TO TWO. SEVEN, ·LAST., NOW IN VIET NAM• GAFFNEY DENIES 11MINUTF.MENu 

MEMBERSHIP, DENIES EVER STATING WOULD KILL KING, CLAIMS STRONGLY 

AGAINST ALL VIOLENCE• 

SAN DIEGO VERIFY WHEREABOUTS LAST SEVERAL MONTHS OF 

CORPORAL ORVILLE H• 

END PAGE ONE 

/ 

6~4'. 
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t ' .• , 

i ,.. 
., ,.-

PAGE TWO 
I 

HAND s COMPANY, FIFTH RECON• BATTALION, FIFTH MARINE DIVISION,· 
- . 

1 FMF <REIN>, MCB, CAMP PENDLETON, CALIFORNIA, . AND VERIFY WHETHER 

HAS DEPARTED OVERSEAS AND DATE• 

END 

DJG 

HANDLE LEADS ON TOP -PRIORIT~ BASIS, SUTEL LEADS• 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS• 

FBI SANDI EGO 

TUP 

.._ 
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TO 

FD-209 (Rev. 9-13-65) 
OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 

I S0I0-106 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC SD {_1? ? -/ <c, '5 0 

FROM 
SA ~, ~ ~ _JJ_ 

SUBJECT: 
/J/7 • --~ (~;:! ~ ' 

/ 11 ~ /~uJu') 
Dates of Contact 

Titles 

Purpose and results of contact 

D Info:111ant ce~ified that he has Rating 
furmshed all mformation obtained . 
by him since last contact. ~ 

□ Cl D SI 

□ PSI 

Coverage 

DR (Prob) 
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TO 

FROM : 

SUBJECT: 

Titles 

FD-209 (Rev. 9-13-65) 
OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 

5010-106 

UNITED ST ATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC) s D ( (3 / -/ 5G 9 
SA41,auJ4 
£)d d /),,/A,,. µ. I CJLL{ u / {/7 C-0 

/ -. / '} 1-/ 5 66) 
I -(f/cf-36?) 

DATE ijfal/48 
D Cl D SI DR (Prob) 

!ZrPC1 D PSI DR 

D 
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4/80/ .. 

Alff.IL 

TO: DD , 1'81 (44•13811) 

ROiia IAC, IAll DIIGO (44-387) (P) 

IIUDJ• 
(001 lleaph:IJI) 

Be Atluta alrtel to tile 11111'9&11 4/11/11. 

laol•ecl :ler tlta Loa Aapl•·Dlwlaiea an two Z.rox 
copt.•.ot ref9"110ed e111nnleaU.••• Al• w1•••• ue tw 
X.ziox ooplN of relllll ta of aa lnteni• w1 tll LIWb Mtm.lD DOI...-DA, 
aa Snaate at tlle Col»lt OMl■tJ' .rail, IIUietta, Georsia, OIi 
4/M/18. 

LN Aapl•• 8lYUioD la r•l'l•ted to ...... , lead 
at Paloll Yenea to loeate aad lllMffift - CIUMII •t•• · 
tut olt7 u in tllelr terrlter,. 

a. 111ar ... 
I .. LI■ · Aqel• (IDOII:• • •> 
1 • •• ipla.. . 
~ • Atlanta c •• , .... a .. 11111) r;1-----
AW1Nf 
(J) 
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FD-358 (Rev. 3-29-65) 

FB4 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
STATE TELETYPE SYSTEM 

Transmit in __ P_LA_I_N'l'_E_X_T ___ by teletype to: ___ DMV _____________ _ 
(Type in "'plai,ntext" or "'code") 

--------------------- ---------------- - -

4/30/68 CRIM 

MVS 

PLEASE FORNI~ REGISTRATION INFORMATION ON 1962 BUICK, CALIFORNIA 

LICENSE ROH ¼1. IH REPLY REFER OUR FILE 44-387 - O'BRIEN. 

ROBERT W. EVANS, SAC, FBI, SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA __ FBH 
./' 

✓(44-387) 

AWO:me. lA 
(1)_/)#, ~ 

Approved: __ <:_,__c./2_'f;Jf~ _______ Sent 
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FBBH 

MVS 4-30-58 
ROBERT W E ANS 
RE 3 FBH ATE -

~ 8 L IC - 00 H 637 52 BU IC K C PESKY ID E I 25 1310 1 

• 

S/0 IDLLIN W RATCLIFF RT 2 BX 525 -ESCONDIDO CALIF 

MVS CB 2345PST 

I 
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