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FBI Presses -
Hunt For Galt

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — The FBI pressed
one of the most massive manhunts in its his-
tory Thursday for shadowy Eric Starvo Galt,
charged in the sniper slaying of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.

But little more was known publicly about
the alleged assassin of the civil rights leader
than when his name first arose a week ago.
It was learned, however, that a man regis-
tered as Eric S. Galt in a Memphis motel a
day before King was killed.

Police agencies continued their “no com-
ment” handling of queries-including questions
about a newspaper report that the search
had spread outside the country, to Mexico or
Cuba. And they were silent on any details at
all about 2 man with whom Galt may have
congpired in the slaying.

A murder warrant was issued here Wednes-
day night for the 36-year-old Gait, five hours
after the FBI charged him with conspiracy to
violate the civil rights of King. The FBI war-
rant charged him with conspiring with a man
“whom he alleged to be his brother.”

The FBI said Galt had used the names of

Harvey Lowmyer and John Willard. A man
registered as “John Willard” checked into

the hotel just three hours before King was _
Cogled T . T
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WASHINGTON (AP) — The
-elusive Eric Starvo Galt, who is
|wanted for the killing of Dr.
!Martm Luther King Jr., was
1dent1f1ed by the FBI Fr1day as
ia 40-year-old drifter and ex-con-
‘vict named James Earl Ray. .

The FBI said Galt’s real iden-

'tlty wag, traced through “a sys- -

tematic and- exhaustlve search
of latent fingerprints” devel-
oped iti the King case against
the fingerprints of more than
53,000 persons for whom wanted
notices are on file in the bu-
reau’s identification division.
Galt is only one of the names
Ray has used in brushes with

(Mounf Clipping in Spuce Below)

7

the 1a W which began, according
to the [BI dossier, when he was

2 #3t the time King was shot and
kiiled by a sniper in Memphis,
Te; M., April 4, Ray was being
sou ght on -a ]a11 breaking

cha;-8€.
rthe FBI said he escaped on

~April 23, 1967, from the Missouri |

State Penitentiary at Jefferson
City, where he was serving a.
20-year sentence” for armed rob-;
bery in St. Louis.

Ray, who is new being sought'
on a Tennessee murder chargeu
"in the King slayirig, has an ar-'

-rest record dating at least to,

1949 when he served time in Los’

+ Angeles on a burglary charge. |

The bureaw’s dossier on Ray!
indicates he has been a drifter.
"since he left school in the 10th
.grade at Alton, IIl.

He has worked as a baker la-
borer and color matcher.

In 1952, according to the FB],.
‘he was convicted in Chicago for
armed robbery and served two
years in Joliet and Pontiac, Il
state prisons. In 1955, the FBI
,said, he was convicted of forg-
mg USs. postal money orders in'
; Missouri and was confined to.
Leavenworth emtentla ary _until untll
LS R— i

|

({Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

—Page 1

JLLINOIS STATE
JOURNAL

Springfield, Illinois

Date:

L4-20-68

Edition: Morn ing
Author:

Editer:pobert L.
Title:

Woods

James Earl Ray

Character:
or
Classification:

Submitting Office:

S1

}D Being Investigated

SEARCHED ... oo INDEXED
SERIALIZ ...ﬁ.a/ eien. Y4
APR 7 2 1968

FBI — SPRINGFIELD, |

T e

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

. St At g R

\.
N




The FBI identified the suspect in the kiiling of Martm Luther
King Jr. as James Earl Ray, an escapee of the Missouri
State Prison. Ray is shown when he was arrested in St. Loms
for the robbery of a grocery store.—UPIL.
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MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP)
FBI agents have been given a

new identification for the man
they seek in the assassination of

%r! Martin Luther ng Jr but

the new identification seems to
have muddled even more the
mystery of who fired the single
shot that killed King here the
night of April 4.

The FBI had issued a conspir-

. acy warrant last Wednesday for

Eric Starvo Galt. Two days lat-

" er the agency $aid a comparison

of fingerprints found in the King

investigation revealed that Galt’

in reality was James. Ear] Ray,
a 40-year-old escapee from a
Missouri prison.

A murder warrant issued here

. in Galt’s name subsequently
* was amended to carry the name

of Ray.. .

The second .identity was only
the latest in a series of puzzles
which have surrounded the few

. known facts of the.investigation.

Witnesses who said they saw
the alleged assassin run from
the flophouse from which the
fatal bullet was fired said he
appeared to he between 26 and
32 years of age. The FBI's Wed-
nesday announcement said Galt
had given his birth date as July

. 20, 1931 — which would make

him 36. Friday the FBI said Ray

. was 40.

The FBI also said Galt was
sajdtebewan avid dancer ‘and

. took dancing lessons in New Or:

- State Penintentiary at ‘Jefferson ,

Name Change Adds New
Twist To Galt Trail

a

b

leans in 1964 and 1965, in Bir-!

mingham during September and | |

October 1967 and in Long Beach, |
Calif., frem December 1967 to

February 1968,

But during the time Galt al—
legedly took dancing lessons in
New Orleans, Ray was serving |
part of a 20-year term for |
armed robbery in the Missouri '

City. : !

At the time Galt was attend- |
ing a bartending school in Cali- !
fornia, a duplicate Alabama !
driver’s licensé was mailed fo !
him at a rooming heuss in Bir-
mingham.

The woman who runs the flop- |
house here said the man fo
whom she rented a room just
three hours before King was
slain had a Southern drawl. The
FBI said Galt liked country and
Western music and drank beer
and vodka.

Galt seemingly was a free
spender. Aside from the dancing
lessons, which cost him about
$500 in California alone, he paid .
$2,000 cash for a white Mustangl
that is now impounded in Atlan-
ta, and attended the bartgndmL,u
school N

e
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‘Man Wanted In King Slaying;
dentified As lllinois Native |

he Portrait

)

4)
'y

. That déscription, which w a

—in another slaying.
James Earl Ray,
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Yet Ray
¢avid dancer.”

ear-old Ré\y, a drifter and pri-
on escapee, as the same man.

s ¥ its first positive identifi-

cation of the man hunted in the
April 4 assassination of King in
Memphis, Tenn., the FBI - fur-
ther pictured Ray as a man in
trouble with the law since his
youth.

“He should be considered

ous,” the FBI said.

Ray is an Illinois native who
has served time in two state
prisons and in jails in Chicago,
* Alton and Quincy.

He was born March 10, 1928,

ren whose father, James,

Jrailroad switechman, died

armed and exiremely danger-.

'A LONE

''''' < 1947. His mother, Lucille, die
applied to Lee Harvey Oswald,
the assassin of President Ken-
nedy, is now being used again

The FBI says the terms fits
alias Eric
Starvo Galt, the target of 2
massive manhunt in_the killing

is known as an

The conflicting personality
traits were sketched by the
FBI as it reported Friday that
a “systematic -and exhaustive
search” through its fingerprint
“Eiles revealed Galt and the 40-

'$1) Alton, the eldest of three chi‘a

[ . .
" $erve one to two years v Joietp

(Mount Clinnina in Snnra Ralaud __ -

i 7

about nine years ago in Quincy, e
11l., where she moved after her
husband’s death.

Melba Ryan, Ray’s § ister,

lives at the Virginia Hotel in
Quincy. She told authorities she

knew mnothing of her brother’s
whereabouts, but thought he

had gone overseas.

Miss Ryan said her name
differed from her brother’s be-

cause her mother changed it af-

ter leaving Alton.

Between 1928 and 1955, Ray

record shows he wandered fro

one end of Illinois to the ot

er, leaving intermittently gonl

i’ be arrested for crimes else- 7
wiere. ' .
cnown to the FBI as an end
thusiastic dancer, agents in Chi- Yo
cago recently checked £five
porth and west sidedancing
schools for information on Ray.
The schools were in areas he
was known to have frequented
when he lived in Chicago in the
early 1950’s.

A 10th grade dropout, ng’s

arrest record is 1ong and varied.

1t inciudes convictions  for

armed robbery, purglary, auto

{heft and forgery.

On May 6, 1952, he Was ar-|
rested in Chicago, and charggd

with robbing a2 Yellow Cab driv-.

er. He listed his Chicago address
~then as 853 W. Fullerton St © '

Ray pleaded guilty and he , .

as sentenced June 4, 1952, to

tate Prison. , v,
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‘mental checkup.

“On_Tulv.7, 1952, he was frans-,
ferred o Pontiac State Prison
where he-was assigned to work
in the Kkitchen, and later was-
sent to an honor farm -kitchen
outside the prison walls.

He was turned down once in
a bid for parole ‘and was dis-}
charged March 24, 1954, having
served his full sentence.
. Three months later, he was
arrested in Alton on a charge of
burglarizing a cleaning shop in
East Alton. However, an indict-|
ment by the Madison County|
grand jury was removed from
the record with leave to rein-
state.

Police Chief William H. Pe-
tersen in Alton said Ray had a/
local record dating back to 1949.

Other arrests in Alton were
for not having a drivers license
in 1951, and vagrancy in 1951
and 1955. Petersen also charged
that Ray held up-a food store
just six blocks from the police
station in 1959.

There was no indication the
FBI was any closer to catching
Ray than it was Wednesday
when it put the name Galt on a
fugitive warrant charging him
“and an individual whom he al-
leged to be his brother” with

“We gave himi our Grade A,
Clasg: I workup,” recalled Dr.
Donald B. Peterson, hospital sus
perintendent. “We found mo
mental disease or defect .within

.the law.” :

But Missouri Penitentiary
Warden Harold Swenson said
Ray was “an evasive type per-
son. I don’t think anybody ei-
ther liked him or disliked him.”

To Alton Police Chief
Petersen, Ray was “a dirty-
necked thief who slept all day
and stole all night. His record
is as dirty as he is.”

He was a “mean, vindictive
individual” to a St. Louis po-
liceman, and to an instructor
who taught Ray dancing in Los
Angeles, he was @ man who had
“a way” with people. -

The FBI said Eric Starvo Galt
was one of a string of aliases fa-

vored by Ray in frequent brush-f

es with the law beginning when
he was 21

In addition to the aliases John
Willard and Harvey Lowmyer
listed on the FBI fugitive war-
rant, the bureau said Ray has

b Bt speculation was the prifits|
may have been left in=the=som-
ing house, on the.rifle or ofi’a
1966~ white - Mustang—since .im-
ipounded in Atlanta—~that wit-
nesses reported seeing, leaving
the vicinity of the shooting. . -

While some details remained
fuzzy, the portrait sketched by
the FBI showed Ray as a rather
average-looking ne’er-do-well of
conflicting personality traits. -

He was described as 5-fvot-10,
and 163 to 174 pounds, with
brown hair, blue eyes and small
scars on his forehead and right:
palm, He’s said to have a habit
of tugging on am ear when ner-
vous. His left ear protrudes
slightly further than his- right
ear.

Ray was said by authorities to
have worked at various times as
a laborer, baker and color-
matcher. In addition, persons
who came in contact with him
while he was outside prison said
he spoke of having worked as a
'merchant seaman and riverboat
cook.
| The FBI said the fugitive’s ac-
quaintances called. him a loner

also called himself James Me-

-who likes beer and vodka, fa-

Bride, James Walton, W. C.jors country and western music|
Herron and James 0’Connor.

d speaks with a rural twang.

conspiring to deprive King of John Willard was the name In more obvious conflict was
his civil right to travel fromused by the man who checkedthe FBI’s Wednesday statement

state to state.

jinto a shoddy Memphis roomingsaying Galt “took dancing’ les-

Ray fled the Missouri Peniten- house overlooking the Lorrain€gsons” in New Orleans in 1964
tiary—where he was serving the Motel, where King was fatallyand 1965—a time when Ray was]
seventh year of a 20-year sen- shot as he stood on a balcony still imprisoned in Missouri.
tence for a 1959 market holdup and talked with friends. |

and auto theft in St. Louis—on
April 23, 1967.

Prison officials, who said a
1966 escape try by Ray was
thwarted when he was discov-
ered in a ventilator shaft, indi-
cated he succeeded the next
year by hiding in a truck car-
rying bread from the peniten-
tiary bakery to its honor farms.

The earlier escape attempt

prigomr=nospital facility

fora[Ray.

The FBI has said Eric Starvoearlier Galt description should
Galt purchased a 30.06 rifle il«have said he “reportedly” took

Birmingham five days before|the dancing lessons, rather than
lthe assassination. That -rifle,stating flatly that he had. -
'with a telescopic sight intact, The FBI said Ray was first
was recovered outside the room- arrested in 1949 in Los Angeles,
ing house just after the assassi- where he drew an eight-month
nation. o ﬁjail term for burglary.

The FBI did not make clear’” All told, the records show Ray
where it got the fingerprints has spent 13 years and 5 months
which it matched against ifs-hehind bars—not counting de-
landed Ray in a Fulton, Mo.jfilac, fo show Galt is actually tention on charges of which he
““wasn’t convicted. :

A bureau spokesman said, the

Also not included in that total

‘is the three-month stretch at
'hard labor he received for being
"drunk and “breaking arrest”
while in the Army from Febru-
‘ary 1946 to December 1948.
' The Army washed Ray out on
.a general discharge, saying he
(was inept and couldn’t adapt to
‘military life. . . - 4
Today Ray was placed on the!
FBI’s “most wanted” list e

b
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This photo of James
Earl Ray, alias Eric Star-
vo Galt, accused slayer
of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., was_ taken in
1952 at the Illinois State
Penitentiary at Joliet.
(UPI Facsimile)
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Ray Makes FBI —
Most Wanted Llst

WASHINGTON (®» — What
may be the nation’s most in-
tensive manhunt gained [resh
pressure Saturday when the
FBI placed on its ‘“most
wanted’ list a fugitive convict
accused of murder in the as-
sassination of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr.

James Earl Ray, a 40-year-
old habitual criminal, is being
hunted by police from border
to border and beyond for the
April 4 sniper slaying in
Memphis, Tenn., of the Negro
civil rights leader from At-
lanta.

The FBI always has limited
its list of most wanted crimi-
nals to 10 names but Saturday
it lengthened this roll of dis-
honor to 11 by adding Ray, a
white loner known also by the
name of Eric Starvo Galt and
by six other aliases.

In addition to a state first-
degree murder warrant issued
in Memphis, Tenn., Ray is
wanted on federal charges of
conspiracy to deny Dr. King
his civil rights and of flight
to escape confinement. The
latter traces to his April 1967
escape from Missouri prison
at Jefferson City where he

- -

was starting his eighth year
on a 20-year scntence for
armed robbery.

In announcing the unprece-
dented step of adding an 11th
name to the ‘10 most wanted”
list, FBI Director J. Edgar
Hoover announced it was done

“to insure the widest possible®

dissemination of Ray’s photo-
graph and description to help
effect his earliest possible lo-
cation.”

As usual, the FBI is appeal-
ing to the public for help in
spotting its man and—as us-
ual — gives implied warning
against any effort by a plain
citizen to apprehend the crim-
inal unaided.

The official language puts it
this way:

“Ray should be considered
armed and extremely danger-
ous. Anyone with information
concerning this fugitive is re-
quested to immediately con-
tact the nearest office of the
FBI, the telephone number of
which may be found on the
first page of local telephone di-
rectories.”

Reportedly a native of Hli
nois, Ray igs described as about
5 feet, 10 inches tall, weighing
from 163 to 174 pounds. He has
blue eyes and brown hair us-
ually worn short. Forehead and
rlght palm bear small scars,
HWis nnca it narraw and
shraighteteeth even. And 5o
has a noticeably protruding
left ear, the lobe of which he
reportedly tugs at when ner-

vous.

By way of further help in
the search which the FBI de-
scribed Saturday as ‘“‘massive
and intensive,” Ray is report-
ed to speak in a ‘“‘rural” man-
ner and in a fashion indicating
limited education. He is de-
scribed as neat in dress and as
an avid dancer with a taste
for. vodka gnd beer. .==::==
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AT WASN'T RAY
JUMPED_ERQ

.

LINTON — A man jumped from an Il
n@s Central freight train — and into tempos
rary trouble here Friday. )

He matched the general description of
James Earl Ray, hunted in the assassination
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

The FBI in Springfield—learning the man
was on the train—had asked DeWitt County
Sheriff Claude Barrett to hold him for ques-
tioning.

Barrett said the man identified himself as
Paul Stanley Boothby, 36, of Lima, Ohio, and
his fingerprints showed he was not Ray.

The freight train was en route from St.
Louis to Chicago.

Authorities would not reveal the source
Whishaliadainformed the FBI that Bpetibo=sms

on the frain.

TRAI

An ‘Inciden

4

At Clinton
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_ ~ (UPT)—Fugi- | ation has a milliondollar bount | AL
Jive James Earl Ray once saiq oar for Martin Luther King,’i{ REGISTER

e would collect a “millin- Curtis said uesday.
a “‘million He said Ray smiled and .said |

R\ S

i{‘ DALTON, Ga, TLLINOIS STATE

| dollar bounty” put up by ‘a
| mysterious “businessmen’s as.'
sociation” for the death of Dr. -
Martin Luther King Jr., accord-
Ing to.a prison friend.

Ray, an escapee from the|
Missouri state prison, has been |
charged with conspiracy and

“If there’s a million dollars out
on King, T believe if I ever get
out I'll collect it.” - .. ~ L

Curtis said the subject of;
King came up “a couple of,
times”" thereafter. Curtis firially
was freed ;and Ray fled the
prison last year by hiding in a

murder in the assassination of ,
Klﬁg at l\éfernph.is April 4. | " Curtis said he had no idea’

taymond Curtis, in jail here} what the “businessman’s associ-

i, i ation” was. Authorities said’
awaiting an appeal of @ murdes=t=—=2 = '~ _ . -
conviction, said he had served :' ' L
with Ray in jail once and in | Tuesday ‘they were pursuing:
prison twice and the matter of ' Several reports—some circulat-!
King first came up shortly aftey , 118 In prisons—thiat there was a !
| President Kennedy was assas- | * contract” out for King’s death.
| sinated in 1963. - ¢ “I didn’t think much about it !
' “Well, - somebody made al at the time,” said Curtis. “In,
pretty penny on that,” Ray told | Prison, you hear all sorts of
Curtis after hearing of Kenne- - hellacious ideas.” FBI agents:
dy’s death. . have questioned him abeut hlISj

About a week later, in 'the talks with Ray.
yard of the Missouri State Curtis said Ray never men-|
nrison at Jefferson City, a “ne{y_yz%d racial matters. “He|
fhan just in off the street” tofd - G10nt have any prejudice. He |
fhem “the businessmen’s associ- didn’t care if a man was while
e S m —oese -~ or colored,” Curtis said.  “H
; was only interested in money.%

bread truck. -
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Justifted In King Gase  —"

~ CAN THERE'be many Americans
who do not know much .abgut Erie
Starvo Galt, alias  John -Willard,
alias Harvey Lowmyer and also

apparently known as games Earl |

Ray?- . ,

In recent weeks wé have learned
that this person, sought in connec-
tion with the insane slaying of Dr.

. Martin Luther King.Jr., is an es-
- caped convict from Missouri.
We bave learned through the
press and electronics media that hé
_is a hard drinker, likes to dance,
. has aggressive tendencies, where
- he lived, the kind. of car he drove
and where he visited, the guns he
purchased, his political leanings,
‘ his occupations, what his cellmate
" thought of him and many other
things. ' S

Much of the. information rcpre-
sents the hard, traditional work of
the press. Much of it, including

photographs, was released by law

. enforcement agencies.
The puypose.of this proper vol-
itme of information and publicity i8
" {0 bring Ray before the bar ‘of jus-
tice to question him about the slay-
ing of Dr. King. )
- It is a legitimate purpose, an £X-
cellent and traditional co-operative
_ effort between the press and law
enforcement. If history is an indi-

-And the authority for the silence
likely will. be the Reardon Report-
of.the American Bar Association.
In that report, the ABA group rec-
ommends that law enforcernent of-.\
ficers give little more’ than the;
name, “rank and serlal number” of
persons arrested. Cod
The ‘case of Eric Starvo Galt or’

" . James Earl Ray is a dramnatic one

cator, the publicity will "eventually-

Jead to the arrest and a fair trial
for Ray. :

- Ironically, if more, recent history

also sets a pattern the inférmation-
al ‘spigot regarding Ray will be

turped—off,abruptly after he is ar- -

rested.

e

~ his apprehension. -

.and never should be.

. g 50
EURUE Y SN

.\‘),\.‘. B
W

and public interest is high. The’ .

“public has been asked to co-operate

in apprehension of the suspect-and .

- has aright to the inforimation.

This does not mean in any sense,”
however, that Galt-Ray -will not be'
able to get a fair trial in the United.

. States of America. We .submit that

Americans who have not ‘heard of
Ray probably could not be on ‘a’
jury that eventually hears his case.

We have the utmost faith that he

"will be. able to get an imparfial &

trial on ‘the basis of the evidence

_ gubmitted in court, regardless of,

the - publicity that is essential for |

3.

And when Ray does come fo.

¥
|

~trial the Reardon- Report and .the *
" American Bar - Association’s pen- .

¢hant for denying the public its

. right to know crime news also will. -

be before a jury — the American |
people. - . - o

People should see clearly the il-)

. logic of saying a fair “trial is not.

possible with widespread publicity.-

- In the Ray case this js pot locking

the barn door after the horse is
gone. The ~door was never closed

e ”7 |m

" 4
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than a month and a half after
the murder of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., FBI agents across the
nation are reported still active-
|ly searching for the man ac-
jcused of the killing — James
{Earl Ray.

| FBI headquarters has been
‘{silent for weeks on the case, ex-
|cept to say that it still is being
actively investigated — and that

ting for Ray to turn up some
|place.

11967, from the Missouri State
yPenitentiary at Jefferson City

of a 20-year sentence for armed
{robbery.
The last official statement
from the FBI on Ray was a
Jone-paragraph description issued
|May 7 along with ftwo new pho-|
|tographs of him. i
One, said to be the best photo |
{yet made public of Ray, shows|
|him wearing a dark-checked|
Isport jacket. It was taken ear-|
|lier this year in California. The|
|others, showing R ay wearing
| Gark glasses, was faken last No-|
jvémber as he sat in a night
j club in Mexico. )
MEANWHILE, reports con-
finue to appear that Ray has
been spotted at a number of
places.

FBI Presses

Seafch

For King's Assassin

WASHINGTON ® — More;

Just Thursday, officials in
Pottsville, Pa., asked the FBI
to supply a dental chart of Ray
to determine if he might be a
corpse found there, _
Although there have been sey-
eral reports that Ray may be
dead, Justice Depaﬂment offi-
cials have pointed out continual-

Iy that there is no evidence to
support or refute this. {
‘There have been several cases;

|the bureau is not simply wait-|in which individuals have been'

questioned by police, who|
thought the individuals resem-|

Ray, 40, escaped Apnl 23,|bled the descnptlon of King’ sl

accused assassin,
King was shot to death Apmly

Jwhere he had served eight years|4 as he stood on a balcony of 3

Memphxs motel, &~

o

ey 56
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LONDON (AP) — Asst. U.S.
Atty. Gen. Fred M. Vinson Jr.,
arriving in London to “expedite
the extradition” of James Earl
Ray, visited the accused killer
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. at
a heavily guarded police station
Sunday, but declined to esti-
mate how long it will take to get
him back to the United States.
Talking to newsmen on the
teps of the American Embassy,
here about 200 persons waited
o sign a condolence book for
§en Robert F. Kennedy, Vinson
said: “I would not want to go
into any details about court
fprocedure.”

Ray, 40, was being kept under
itight security at Cannon Row
police station in preparation for
his appearance Monday morn-
ing at Bow Street Magistrate's
Court. He will answer there to
two charges growing out of his
arrest Saturday at Heathrow
Airport — traveling under. a
forged passport and illegal pos-
session of a firearm.

Ray, who disappeared for two

months after King’s assassina-
Uontpeiv 4, had a fully loaded

raditio:
Rav

pistol in his hip pocket when im

migration officers seized hin®

trying to catch a plane for Brus-
sels while in transit from Lis-
bon.

Vinson also declined to say if
he would seek to extradite Ray
on the federal charge of conspir-
ing to deny King his civil rights
or on a Tennessee charge that
he murdered King.

In Memphis, Tenn., where
King was killed, Phil M. Canale,
Shelby County atforney general,
said Ray would be returned to
stand trial for first-degree mur-
der with all ““deliberate speed.”

A US. Embassy spokesman
said Vinson talked during the
day with Thomas Butler, Scot-
land Yard’s ace detective who
worked on the Ray case, about
speeding up procedures and set-
ting a timetable for Ray’s trans-
fer to the United States.

The suspect was booked under
the name of Ramon George
Sneyd, the name which ap-
peared on his false Canadian
passport, but the Justice De-—
partment said he definitely was
Ray.

-

:'I-“

cial said Ray’s extradition pa
ers would include “all hi
known aliases,” and that the
name Sneyd would raise no
problems in that respect.

The narrow street leading to
Cannon Row police station,
about 200 yards from the House
of Parliament, was deserted
Sunday, in marked contrast to
the crowd which milled there
after word of Ray’s arrest was
announced Saturday.:

The iron gates leading to the
station and the former head-
quarters of Scotland Yard were
open and guarded by a pair of
tall London bobbies. They d(‘i

An American Embassy Of?f

nied entrance to newsmen, say
ing: “The desk sergeant is no
available.”

Hundreds of tourists passe
by the entrance to Cannon Row
but none was seen venturin
down the narrow sireet. Polic
signs blocked the path of auto
mobiles.

Ray was seized by 1mm1gra
tion officials at Heat
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part after he stopped over allin America were “delighted” at

6:80 a.m. Saturday on a British

ropean Airways jet from Lis-
bpn. He was headed for Brus-
sels.

At the immigration barrier
for transit passengers, officials
asked Ray to enter their office
“for further inquiries” on suspi-
cion that his Canadian passport
was false.

Searching him they found the
loaded revolver.

Police made their formal ar-
rest at 11:15 a.m. five hours aft-
er Ray’s arrival. But they kept
a close security clamp on him
and repeatedly denied that they
were holding him even after the
announcement of his arrest
came from Washington.

Scotland Yard confirmed the
arrest later but a police state-
ment gave the arrested man’s
name only as Ramon George
Sneyd.

Chief Inspector Butler said:
“Although the man claims to be
Sneyd, his physical description
if in fact identical to that
Jemes Earl Ray.”

Vinson told newsmen at Lop-
Ichn airport earlier that peoph

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

Ray’s arrest and that was greet-
edfwith “g greal feeling of re-
lief.”

“We have bcen looking for
him for a long time,” Vinson
said.

Vinson was asked whether he
would apply for a voluntary or a
compulsory extradition order.

“The easiest way is always
the best one,” he replied.

He gave the impression he did
not anticipate any difficulty or

.much delay in bringing Ray

back to the United States for
trial.
It was learned that Ray had

flown from Canada to Lond
May 6 with a vound-irip tickpt
but cashed in the return portign,
in exchange for passage o
bon and went right on to Portu-
gal getting off in the British
Capital.

The FBI, with the help of the
Royal Canadian Mounted Po-
lice, had picked up Ray’s trail
in Canada — apparently after
he left — and officers satisfied
themselves a few days ago that
the man bearing a passport i
Sneyd’s name was Ray.

1t then became a matter of if-
tercepting the bearer of ife
passport. ’
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Lond

, Copley News Seryice
WASHINGTON — James Earl
Ray, alleged killer of Dr. Maétin
Luther King Jr., was seized Sat- ' .
urday by New S‘cotlar;fi Yard de-| On April 17, the FBI filed a
ectives at London airport. complaint_in Birmingham, Ala.,
The defention of the 40-year-/charging Ray, under the name
old Ray, an escaped con,vict,‘Of Eric Starvo Galt, with con-

vas announced here by Attorney;SPiring  to violate King’s civil
General Ramsey Clark and FBI rights. Three' days later, the
Director J. Edgar Hoover. It,FBI added him to its “most
lended a 65-day global manhunt Wanted”” fugitives list.
for the suspect. i | Fingerprints led to the FBI
King was felled by. a rifle shot determination that Galt and Ray
while standing on the.balcony of Were one and the same man and
2 motel -in Memphis, Tenn., on 30 exhaustive passport photoj
April 4. i : search led to the suspect’s ar-
At the time of his seizure, on regégvlégnd::ﬁoume 4 Aoril 19
charges of carrying a concealed, "o Jatent pfin o
loaded revolver and fraudulent o . . reh o i 2 th Ig -
passports, Ray ! was enroute prints uncovered i the Zing
from Lisbon, Portugal to Brus- s against those of the more
'sels, Begli . i Ehan t5(31,000t perS(}nsd fbor whor?
’ < “wanted notices” had been post-
Ray, w0 el e e ed_in]the files of the BT iden-
of Bric Starvo Gat ane rer. the tification division led to the de-
jases, was travéling un fon

mination that Galt and Ray
name of Ramon George Sneyd Were{i dentical. .

and had two Canadian passports ™ my o
: S e i | e break that led to Ray’s
in that' name in his pgssession, e Saturday came after an

" capture
Hoover said. exarnination of at least 100,000

Jury in Memphis indicted Ray
for first degree murder. of King
on May 7.

| Byl EDGAR PEINA;él“T‘:JﬂIe Shelby County * Gresakinmed that e knew nofhing o

m;‘&zﬂ.&l&d. ’

the passport application.

Ray (alias “Sneyd’™ was
traced to & rooming house in To-
ronto where, he arrived April 8,
according to officials.

He later arranged with a trav-
el agency to obtain the passport
and a roundtrip airiine ticket to |
London. The passport was is- |
sued April 24. 1

Ray flew to the British capital
May 6 and prompily turned in
for cash the other half of his
ticket and boughi passage to
Lisbon. While in Portugal, on
May 16, he obtained a second
Canadian passport.

After the passport break of a
few days ago, an alert went out
to Portuguese and British olfi-
cials and airline employes to be
on the Iookout for anyone with a
|Canadim passport bearing ths
name Ramon George Sneyd.
Yesterday morning, the hunt

preed- ¢+

L

The suspect was picked UP aSinassport photos here and in Ot-

he was being processed througley aws Canada.
British immigration | at 11:1

Stiortly after the King assassi-y

am. London time (6:15 a.m
EDT) and submitted to asres
without a struggle. .

nat}on, the. FBI launched its;
sea‘mch of U.S. passports issued,
since April 4. It turned up noth-

Hoover reported that Ray wa
being held at London’s Cannor

mum  security conditions,

jsh charges Monday!

ings are ot expected tob

|before Monday. | .
1t was not

or the state of Tennessee

general of Tennessee could b

o

Row police station ynder maxij ard, so, the FBI asked the Roy-
Raylal Canadian Mounted Police to
will have a hearing on the Britl|start a similar examination in

According to state depaz‘fment

ici it oceed- Pa
officials, _extradition B egin but under the. name Ramon

immediately clear 4 : ¢
e A, _in Toronto — and heis a
whether the federal governmenhgg_;year_ol d eity  policeman —
initiate the action. The atiérne;@

e

gin the proceedings and {he
state department would then

formally request extradition un
der a 1935 bilateral treaty Wit
| BT e .

ing. It was known,however, that!
Ray once had visited Canada,

Oftawa. )
Some days ago, a Canadian
gassport bearing Ray’s picture,

George Sneyd, was found. There
s a real Raymond George

- authorities quick¥p=dator,
i : v
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ACCUSED ASSASSIN OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING '

. m e

™

Al é WASHINGTON (UPI)—Jamesthe. United States v;iil Spgmear Who had posed as Erij

arl Ray, the accused assassininitiated soon. .. |Starvo Galt on the West Coas
 |lof Dr. Martin Luther King Jr, The FBI said one of the@d In- Memphis prior to thé
was arvested in London todayPassports Ray was carrying had ‘murder. )
by Scotland Yard detectives, the “¢¢ issued April 24 in Ottawa,; He had previously ~been
Justice Department announced._2nada. The other *had been hunted by the FBI for escaping
Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark said oo M2y 16 by the Canadian from Missouri State Penitenta-

; Embassy in Lisbon, Portugal. ' - .
Ray was carrying two Canadian Hgoy e¥ said B g;} “f;%rldlégt:%ne 4wy at Jefferson City on April 23,

passports under the name of ‘ : <1 |1967. He was serving a 20-year
‘Iitlamon George Sneyd. FBI ia;]nﬂgraﬁ?g‘s?dplsﬁgggghtosfﬁgli}; sentence for armed robbery
irector J. Edgar Hoover saidBryssels, Belgium. when he escaped by concealing
[thefhltlmt(id man was armed with §le was reportedly wearing frimself il a truqk._ ha
a fully loaded Jl{s,iguvshen he glhsses and_aftired in_a- lighi| A_native ofilllinois, Ray hag
was arrested at 11115 M. jioeq “raincoat over greyfserved previous jail sentence
\London time. . ‘yhousers and a sports jacket. §in Los Angeles, Illinois stat
His capture ended an inten-, L i hiprisons in Joliet- and Pontiac
}sive 65-day manhunt that began Hoover said Ray V&S "o i'he mederal Penitentiary in
when King was killed by a rifle custody at London’s Cannonlliféamworth Kan,
hot as he stood on a motel Row police ~ station _under d', harged fsom the
Ealcony in Memphis, Tenn. Ray maximum security conditions. | He was Clsc zi)rge 19:13 e
as piaced on the FBI's list of Ray is under indictment for Army in December, 1325, ; ;
10 most wanted crimina1.s on an gipt degree murder. Thd serving three .months af har
}emergency basis on April 201 jngictment was returned May 7labor for being * drunk and
days after the civil rights hy a grand jury in Memphis| pesisting arrest. ‘
ecader was assassinated.  Tenn, The accused assassin claimed) -
Hoover said extradltlonL The 40-year-old fugitive Was to have worked aboard  Missis-

for Raly’s return #0ls. isied by fingerprints a*HTSipG: River boats and as 2

peaceeIngs
g. =

N

# t
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er. While on the
early this year, |
course as a bartender ai: al
Angeles school. ‘
Hoover said Ray was detained _
by British authorities as
result of his use of fraudulen
passport and on the fact that hi
carrying the conceale:

eapon.

Ray was born in Alton, IIL, o
ch 10, 1928.
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ACCUSED KILLER OF DR. KING M‘“Y

lOPPOSE EXTRADITION '

Ray Hmts At
ttle

i
!
|
!
1
0
1

'
. a

By Fred Coleman
. LONDON (AP) — James Earl

Ray made a two-minute appear-

ance in Bow Street Court today

and indicated he would fight the

U.S. government’ s attempt to

seek his extradition in connec-
. tion with the charge that he
I l};illed. Dr. Martin Luther King

T.
' London’s chief magistrate or-
dered Ray held without bai] for
another court appearance on
June 18.

There was no mention during
the brief preliminary hearing of
extradition. But Ray asked the
—"-uﬂappomt an attorney for

== =
D

him, and this was taken as an
indication that he would fight
being returned to America. '
American legal officials said
they were going ahead with the
extradition process and hoped to
return Ray to the United States
‘“‘very soon.” :
The 40-year-old escaped con-
vict, who had been on the run
since the Negro civil rights
leader was killed April 4 in
Mempbhis, Tenn., was arraigned
under the alias -of Ramon
George Sneyd and was charged
with carrying a false passport
and a loaded revolver without a
license. 2
A heavy police escort brought

1
Ray secretly to the court threg
hours before the prehmmary
hearing was to begin. A crowd
of about 300 laid siege to the,
courtroom later, and everyone..
entering it was searched for’
weapons.

Ray had been under heavy
guard since his arrest Saturday. |

Ray's dark hair was flecked?
with gray at the temples, and’
his face was tanned.

A government prosecutor‘
asked that Ray be held in custo-
dy, and the judge granted Ray’s [
application request that the;
court appoint a lawyer i(;r;s%L

—Then-he was taken aw
(Contmued On Page 2, Col. 1)
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picked up he was bound for
" Brussels, hoping to contact. re-

,l‘ﬂ,ee.t@ed From Page 1)

latge force of plainclothesmen
| and uniformed police.

Ray had been in Canada, Por-
fugal and Britain before the|o
two-month hunt ended with his
arrest at Londdn airport. In-
formed sources gave credence
to reports that he had heen Ind-
ing out in Londen sirve
May.

One- report was that when

cruiters for mercenary forces in
Africa. i Fo

Few leads on people who

Bow Street Court would require(
materidl evidence showing a
case against Ray. The proce-
dure normally would take two
three; weeks, but if Ray
fought the case, it could take
much longer. :
Scotland Yard said Ray was |

Foard a plane for Brussels and|

“might have had contact with
Ray or helped him were turning
up, bhut the police in Toronto,
.where he spent a month, were
checking a lead from the owner
of a boarding house where he
stayed. ‘

Mrs. Sun Loo said she saw a

“fat man” pass a small enve-
lope to Ray about four days be-
fore he flew to London May 6.
SHe said she could not give a de-
tailed description of the man
and did not know what was in
-the envelope. Ray got the eve-
lope on the day his rent was cug
and the day he paid $345 for aii

excursion fllght tlcket to Lon-

don.

on the first floor. Staff at the ho-
tel recall that he was generally
out of his room 15 or 16 hours a
day

* Ray is wanted on a Tennessec
charge of murder, a federal
charge of -conspiring to "deny
King his civil rights, and a Mis-
souri charge that he escaped
from prison there on Aprll 23,
1967 .

U.S. Asst. Afty. Gen. Fred M

’ ‘Vmson Jr. flew to London and

spoke with Ray in his cell Sun-'
day, but-in Washington Atty.
Gen. Ramsey Clark said Ray
had'made no staiement.

Clark said he could not esti-
mate how soon Ray might be re-
turned to the United States. It is
possible;hé said, that Ray might,

" Wwaive. extraditioi or that he’

might bé deported.

If extradition is necessary, Ie-

Farsoarses in London_,w« =

apprehended as he was about to

was found to be carrying a load-
ed revolver.

He was arrested under the,
name of Ramon George Sneyd,
the name on his Canadian pass-,
port, but the Justice Depart-
ment in Washington said the

-Ray amved in Portugal May‘
¢ where he stayed in the Hotel|
* Portugal until May 17 paymg‘
just over $2 a day for his Toom |

man deflmtely was Ray.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



hoto at left, crowds surge forward to en
ow Street Police Courtin London where
James Earl Ray, accused assassin of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, was arraigned today on Brit-
ish gun and passport violations. Right photo-
shows picture Ray used in Canadian passport

application. (UPI Fatsimile) \

In
by
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‘Britain Digs o™

Ray Mystery

LONDON (AP) — Scotland
Yard delved today into the mys-
teries of James Earl Ray’s stay
in Britain as U.S. officials
worked on their case for the ex-
tradition of the man accused of
killing Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr.

Ray has been fraced to two
London hotels between May 28
and his arrest Saturday, but
there is an unexplained gap of
about 10 days, starting May 17
when he left Lisbon.

FBI agents were understood
to be working with Scotland
Yard detectives, but British po-
lice -are doing the spadework
since the FBI has no legal au-
thority in foreign countries. Po-
lice on both sides of the Atlantic
are frying to untangle Ray’s
travels, which took him to Cana-
da, Britain and Portugal after
King was shot April 4.

Ray was transferred Tuesday
to a maximum security cell in
Wandsworth  Prison because
Brixton Jail on London’s South
Side, was not considered secure
enough. |
. Extradition proceedings could
last two months if the 40-year-
old escaped convict fights all
the way through the British
courts.

As a first step, American au-
thorities have obtained a provi-
sional British warrant charging
Ray with the murder of King in

Memphis, Tenn. A State Depart-
méﬁr%'im%“sman in Washington

.| records he is officially listed as King. The name is one of the al-

tectives in Toronto werelsearch-

said documents to support Wi, 4 copyright article, said1R
extradition request “will be g0 o0 apartment manager in
transmitted to London shortly.” 1" southern city’s hippie dis-

The British police are holdmg trict reported a. man using the
Ray on charges of using a name Eric Starvo Galt stayed in |
forged passport and carrying a his building for more than a
loaded gun. On Scotland Yard’s week prior to the slaying of

Ramon George Sneyd, the name iases under which Ray was
on his Canadian passport. |sought by the FBI. -
U.S. officials have not tried to/] The manager said the man

question Ray to avoid legall“‘ Thore like: a p@}%‘f
complications resulting from|thaya convict.”

Supreme Court decisions in re-
cent years. And now that he has
been charged under British law,|
Scotland Yard cannot interro-
gate him outside a courtroom.
While British police were
trying to ascertain whether Ray
had any contacts in London, de

ing for a short blond man who|
reporetdly came looking for,
Ray in a rooming house three or,
four days after the suspect flew
to London: ,

The landlady, Mrs. Fela Szpa-
kowski, told police about the{
caller, the second Ray reported-
ly had during his month-long
stay in Toronto after the assas-
sination of King. The first was|
an unidentified fat man who{
was reported to have called on
Ray at another rooming house.

Mrs. Szpakowski said the
blond caller presented a police
identification card, but both the
Mounted Police and the Toronto
police said he was not a police-
man. -

The . Atlanta,

Ga.:, ~ Constitu-
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LONDOMAAP) — US legal
experts worked today-on plans
to take James Ear] Ray quickly
and safely back to the, United
States for trial while po]lce on
both sides of the Atlantic contin-
ued their, investigation fo lear
whether Ray had help ln his
four-nation flight..

American authormes took the
first formal step toward extradi-
tion Monday night by obtaining
a provisional' British- warrant
charging Ray with the murder
- of civil rights leader Dr. Martin

Luther King Jr.

Some legal experts suggested
the British government might
! speed .up the process by deport-
ing Ray as an undesirable alien.
But other lawyers 'said there is
a. strong .tradition against using
this procedure as a substltute
for extradition.

The 40 year-old escaped con-
vict was held in Brixton Prison
after his two-minute appearance
Monday, in Bow Street Court on
charges of carrying a_forged
passport and a loaded gun, the
charges on which He was arrest-
ed at London- Airport Saturday

eyd. ! N
| Ray at hlS first court appear-

under the name of Ramon,

ance Monday was assigned a|;
British lawyer at his own 1e-
quest and ordered held without
bail for another hearing June 18
on / the’ passport «and gun
charges.

If extradltlon proceedmgs zre
brought, the court will require

D evidence of a case dgainst Ray

and he will then have 15 days to
appeal to the High Court. If
Ray’s lawyers raised points of
law there, ‘a further appeal

might be made to the House of
Lords and the process -could.

take months.

In the two' months Amemcan
authorities searched for Ray fol-
lowing XKing’s assassination
April 4 in Memphis, Tenn., he
went from the United States to
Canada on April 8, to London
May 6.and to L1sbon May 8. He
left his Lisbon hotel on May 17
and surfaced again ,in London
on May 28.

Pohce in those countries
solight anyone who might have
known or helped Ray, and au-
thorities in Canada also tried to
learn how Ray obtained ‘infor-
mation. on thé three Toronto
men whose names he used as al-

‘1ases

All three men have dark hair
and are about the same “height
and weight as Ray. -

.Ramori George Sneyd, whose'

narne Ray used-on his passport,)

is a_Toronto constable, Paul.
Bridgman,” ‘whose name’ Ray,

used at one Toronto rooming:

house, is a consultant teacher
with the Toronto board of edu-
cation.’

Ray first was sought under
the name Eric Starvo Galt. Eric
St.” Vincent Galt, a Toronto
warehouse foreman, has a sig-
nature which looks like. Eric
Starvé Galt. He uses the middle
initials St. V., but with small,
zeros' instead of periods. J

Galt, and Ray have similar
scars, in the'middle of the fore-|
head and.on the palm of the]
right hand.

“I don’t know what to think,”
Galt gaid. “I’s'a bit more than
coincidence. The weight is right,
the height range is right and the
identification marks are. there?

“Pve wondered, where, - our

paths might have crossed ‘but I .

just don’t know.”
Galt said he was in the Mem—
phis area two years ago and

_)L__m

that he fraveled regularly to|

Florida for skin diving in the
summer. .

Ray, however, was in the Mis- b
souri state prison until he es-|

caped in April 196Z=AtFThore
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28-wear sontence. MisSouzizaleas
seeks Ray’s exfradition from
1Britain on the prison break
charge. If he.is returned to the
United States, the Tennessee
murder charge is expected to'be
given precedence over the Mis-
{souri . charge " and a federal |
charge that Ray conspired to|
violate Dr. King’s civil rights.

Police believe Ray was the
,man who checked into a Mont-
.real rooming hoyse last summer
junder the name of Galt. Galt .
“said he was not.in Montreal !1st!
summer and that FBI agents
told him he was the only Eric S.!
Galt in Canada. - . :
Canadian police - also werej
checking a repori by Mrs. Yee'
Sun . Loo, owner of a. Toronto,
rooming house where Ray
stayed, that a “fat man” passed
an envelope to Ray.on May 2,}
the day he paid $345 for an ex-|.
cursion flight ticket to London. {
' A spokesman for the Royalf
‘Canadian Mounted Police said|
'preliminary investigation indi-|
icated the man may not have
known Ray and rhay -just have
been making a delivery.

“Every effort is being made|
to trace this man, but so far,
theraicng indication as to 'whoi
Jhe is,” the spokesman sake=""

gl Sas.”
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James es Earl Rav’s Activiti

"LLONDON (UPD)—The my§ce“"‘r-’—“!he 4wo versions of Ray’s

ious activities in Europe of
James Earl Ray. wanted for the
murder of the Rev. Martin
Luther King Jt., were clouded
.in a.fog of confhctmg repons
Tuesday . ;

' While U.S. offlclals swﬂtly
gathered documents. to present
a formal request Wednesday or
4 Thursday for Ray's extradition!
Ato the  United ' Stafes. -hnth'

erican . and British ‘officials]
ddclared anews blackout on the
enigma of the much-travelled
fuvmve
Off1c1als conﬁrmed Tuesday
only that- Ray  ‘had been

transferred from ancient Brix-|

ton Prisen, to . the maximum
secuuty wing at Wandsworth,
;PI‘ISOII Two pollcemen' were
iposted inside Ray’s prlson cell
at all timés.

Scotland Yard - detectives
fanned "-out " acress  London,
interviewing hotel. keepers
wheré Ray 'stayed under ithe
ias of Ramon Sheyd and|
i\nﬁscatmg registration records

X’] an effort ‘to determine- if Tie
had any -contacts in this city.

Indications were RAy had no|
contacts . in  London. Hotelsj;

) e

{ passengers
1 wou'd not go,through the Lranalt

movements cn‘culated here
were:,
—Ray arrived in London from

Canada “arotnd May 5, flew to

i Lisbon May 7 and returned June

8 to London to ~make ‘a
connecting flight to Brussels.
He was arrested after he
walked into the airport transit
loungé and questioned for three
hours. This version was fur-
nished by police sources within)
minutes. of the announcement of
Ray’s | arrest and continued to
be supphed ‘by- the FBI dn
Washington after local ev1den1a:

to the contrary appeared herg
| —Ray rétyrned from Lisb

to London*May 17 and stayed in
at least two small hotels until

1 he was arrested ‘at the airport:

to- Brussels. But;
leaving . England

en route

lounge, ‘though officials 1n51st-t

ed that was where he was
apprehended.

Reports circulated Ray had
gone to Lisbon and planned to
travel to Brussels to pick up
money transferred to him from
a’ Swiss bank. Lisbon banks:
ware said to have been asked

repertad he seldom * ventured
from his rooms and received 1o
phene , calls, mail - or visitors
before his arrest.at the London
airport lest Saturday on a tip
from the U.S. "Federal Bureau
| of Investlgatlon that he was the
alleged King assassin.

Because officiais offered, noj
| explanations ‘for fear, pre-trlal
|leaks would preJudxce a case
| against Ray, : ‘the London press
Iwhs in an.uproar OVer the

Tnystery

c==fomes Farl Ray. - N

jous movements from King’s

arrest

by Sﬂotland Yard “to check jall

nbw accounts and transfers.
Unansweréd was  who Had
opened .any- accounts,’ when and1
why. :
Meanwhile, Amerxcan offlclals,
ordered documents from. MlSl
souri, Tennessee 'and other'
points to ftry to -establish
airtight proof that the sullen
man called” Sneyd really was

Informed legal sources said
the American file would include
FBI copies of Ray’s fingerprints
and an account of his myster-

assassination last April until his|

last Saturd@g;:@ée_

®| Asmerica. ) L *

American case also will include
depositions from persons Who
saw the alleged assassin shortly
before  King was shot in
Memphis. ‘
- As a safety .measure, U.S.
offlcraTs also plan to file a
formal' request for Ray’s
extradition on a Missouri bank
robbery charge. Ray had served,
7 years of a 20-year senténce
for the theft when he escaped
from prison last year. '
If Ray fights extradition and
tries all ‘appeals under Britis
law, it could take from one t
shree nionths to return him 't

N
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| Ray Docuitients
Go To Britain o T
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WASHINGTON (UPI) — The
State Department said Tuesday
ié will send documentation to

reat Britain shortly in support
of its request for extraditiox}: of ? Page 3
the -accused slayer of Dr.[ -
Martin Luther King Jr.

A State Department spokes-
man said documentation has
"arrive;i at ‘the Justice Deparg
ment from both Tennessee an
Missouri for the proceedings | JILLTINOIS STATE
{involving James Earl Ray. | ) JOURNAL
{ The spokesman said the ‘
‘documents would be sent to
Lendan__shortly, -po§_§17 ibly by o —_—

-’sp‘_jgial ‘diplomatic pouch.
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THE WIDOW of the Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King shys she
bel:eves “there are grounds for
reojening” an investigation
intq the slaying of her husband
seven years ago.

“I don’t have.the facts,”
Corefta King said late last
week, “but at this stage I say it
appears there was a conspiracy
in the death of my hus-
band.”

Other prominent civil rights
leaders, many of whom were
close to the Rev. Dr. King, are
similarly calling for a new
probe.

And Atty. Gen. Edward Levi
noy says that he also thinks
there is merit in another in-
vestigation. He has ordered
Justice Department lawyers to
re-examine the FBI investiga-
tion.

Civil rights leaders have been

suspicious almost from the
moment the Rev. Dr. King was
slain that all the evidence has
not been made available to the
American public on what hap-
pened that infamous 1958 day
on a  motel balcony in
Memphis, Tenn. There has
been much skepticism that
James Earl Ray, who pleaded
guilty to the killing but now
seeks another trial, really was
a lone assassin even though
that may be true.

The renewed federal interest
is a new development. But it is
understandable because of re-
cent disclosures by the Senate
Intelligence Committee tha't
the FBI and its late director J.
Edgar Hoover engaged in a
deplorable harassment cam-
paign against the Rev. Dr.
King.

Mr. Hoover appears to have

had a personal vendetta against,
and a deeply felt hatred for, the
Rev. Dr. King and all that he
symbolized for so many
millions of people around the
world and in the United
States FBI aides and agents
beholden to Mr. Hoover went
along with orders to attempt to
discredit and defame the Rev.
Dr. King. Apparently, the FBI
even had plans to seek to
replace the civil rights leader
with a black man of their own
choosing once the object of Mr.
Hoover’s hatred had been
brought to his knees.

Knowledge of such secret and
possibly illegal activities aimed
at a pivotal figure in the
American civil rights move-
ment by an agency of govern-
ment means to us that there is
more than sufficient reason to
take another look at the

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

circumstances surrounding the
assassination and the subse-
quent FBI investigation.

But we are not satisfied that
the Justice Department should
be in charge, for the FEI is a
part of the department.’ There
is a chance there still are in-
dividuals and coalitions within
the FBI and the department
who might not wish to be en-
tirely honest about the depth
and reliability of the in-
vestigation. This might evolve
into a situation of having new
charges of a cover-up, for the
FBI could in effect be in-
vestigating itself.

A better approach to review-
ing the case of the slaying of
the Rey. Dr. King would be to
have a special committee Hf the
Congress take charge. Such a
committee could hire its own
investigators, subpoena rele-

<4vant witnesses and demand
. answers from agencies such as
: the FBI and departments such
.as Justice.

We wurge ' congressional
leaders to respond quickly by
appointing a special investigate

‘panel.

The findings and recom-
| mendations, whatever they are,
i of such a group would be more
. reliable and more believable
‘ than would conclusions

resulting from in-house probes
by the Justice department and"
‘the FBI.

At the same time, we urge
the Justice Department to
hasten its investigation of.
whether  criminal  charges

. should be brought against FBI

| agents involved in the agency’s
long campaign against the Rev.
Dr. King. And we renew our
recommendation to the Senate
Intelligence Committee tha: it
soonoffer legislative remetlies
which will guard against fuinre
defiance by  govermmnental
agencies of the basic First
Amendment freedoms of every
American. #
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FBI cleared -
in M. L. King
assassination

A Justice Department task
force found no evidence that
the FBI was implicated in the
murder of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. and concluded that the
FBI investigation of the
assassination was thorough and
honest. :

The task force today released
a report of its findings after
reviewing more than 200,000
FBI documents and Interview-
ing about 40 witnesses.

Former Atty. Gen. Edward
Tevi launched the probe _to
(lear up questions about the
FBI harassment of the civil
:‘E;ghts leader and the jin-
estigation of his death. 2

The task force said the
evidence virtually rules out the
possibility of a conspiracy to
kill King, who was shot on a
motel balcony in Memphis on
April 4, 1968.

. The evidence indicates that
James Earl Ray, who was ar-
resied and pleaded guilty to the
crime, acted alone, the task
force said.

“The sum of all of the
evidence of ‘Ray's guilt points
to him so exclusively tnat it
most effectively makes the
point that no one else was in-
volved,” he report said.

“Of course, someone "’ could
cqnceivably have provided him
with logistics or even paid bim
tc] commit the crime. However,
we have found no compeent

h, . s
evidence upon which to hfse
such a theory.”

%

/\%

v

-centrated on

The task force.said the' FBI
consgientiously checked put
leads suggesting a conspiricy
but  “the  results wgre
negative.” 7

The task force “has conclud-
ed that the investgation by

" the FBI fo ascertain and cap-

ture the murderer of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr., was
thoroughly, honestly and suc-
cessfully  conducted,”  the
report said. “We found no new
evidence which calls for action
by state or federal
authorities.”

The task force members also
said they ““found no evidence of
any complicity” in the
assassination by the FBI or the
Memphis Police Depart-
ment. '

However, the FBI failed to -
check some leads which might

. have erased some stilf
lingering mysteries about the
case! the report said. ;

This included indications that -
one Or both of Ray's brothers
helped him escape in 1967 from
the Missouri State Prison. -

The FBI learned about that
possibility after Ray was cap-
tured in.England on June 8,
1968, but failed to check it out
because it was apparently
considered unimportant then,
the task force said. _

The report said it was un-
derstandable that the FBI con-
learning the
killer’s identity and catching
him and bypassed some leads
about his activities prior to the
assassination.

As for the FBI's efiorts to
harilss King and discredit him
as a civil rights leader, the task
foree called the campaign
clearly improper but recomn-
mended against prosecution of
anyone involved.

S S ARG T
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