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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
To :rSAC DATE: April 25, 1968

FRou :John D. Simmons

SUBJECT: JAMES EARL RAY

MR. V A'DERSON of Millikin University Residence of
Capi Szgnal terni . 3-0186.

Mr. 'Patierso picked up subject on North 22nd near the
Statley Viduct , 6d took him to the corner of 48 and 121 st.

Subject Stated he was going to Peoria, and that he had
just come from entucky. Subject was wearing an old brown suit
and carring a ffmail red suit case.

Mr. Pperson said that subject had a letter that subject show
ed him, look d like it had been typed written. Subject said he was
going to Peoria to pick up some money.
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC DATE: April 25, 1968

FROM : John D. Simmons

SUBJECT: JAMES EARL RAY

MR. VINCE PATERSON of Millikin University Residence of
Capi Signal Faternity. Phone, -0186.

Mr. Patterson picked up subject on North 22nd near the
Statley Viduct , and took him to the corner of 48 and 121 st.

Subject Stated he was going to Peoria, and that he had
just come from Kentucky. Subject was wearing an old brown suit
and carring a small red suit case.

Mr. Patterson said that subject had a letter that subject show-
ed him, looked like it had been typed writeen. Subject said he was

going to Peória to pick up some money.
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OFTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY see mrON
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
To : SAC DATE: April 25,1968

FROM : Clerk John D. Simmons

SUBJECT: JAMES EARL RAY

Mr. Gre or Turner 1 5 Veroncia East St. Louis,advised that
he thinks he say u jec PE EARL RAY.

Mr. Turner on his ay to work Tuesday 24, about 2:15 PM, saw
subject board the bus. e said he got on the bus near Mc Kinley bridge
going from St. Louis to Illinois. The bus was in route to Granite City
from St. Louis. Mr. Turner Said subject was with Small lady, the lady
was wearing glasses and a white fur coat. On the arm of the coat was
some lipstick. He stated that the ladies knees were rough up some.

Subject was wearing a pink sweet shirt , and was bare headed. 4
Subject got off the bus at 3rd and Madison at the first stop signal.
He said subject walked north down Madison Avenue, in Madison, ILlinois.
The lady stayed on the bus. The lady hair was Blonde.
Mr. Turner phone nr. is 1-5798.
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC DATE: April 25,1968

FROM : Clerk John D. Simmons

SUBJECT: JAMES EARL RAY

Mr Gregory Turner 1615 Veroncia East St. Louis,advised that
he thinks he say Subject JAMES EARL RAY.

Mr. Turner on his way to work Tuesday 24, about 2:15 PM, saw
subject board the bus. He said he got on the bus near Mc Kinley bridge
going from St. Louis to Illinois. The bus was in route to Granite City
from St. Louis. Mr. Turner Said subject was with Small lady, the lady
was wearing glasses and a white fur coat. On the arm of the coat was
some lipstick. He stated that the ladies knees were rough up some.

Subject was wearing a pink sweet shirt , and was bare headed.
Subject got off the bus at 3rd and Madison at the first stop signal.
He said subject walked north down Madison Avenue, in Madison, ILLinois.
The lady stayed on the bus. The lady hair was Blonde.
Mr. Turner phone nr. is 1-5798.
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F'I SPRNGFLD

FI INDAPOLS

808PM URGENT 4-24-68 'WJA

TO DIRECTOR (44-3861), CH CAGOs KANSAS CITY, MEMPHIS <

SPRINGFIELD

FROM INDIANAPOLIS (44-S63)

j ~MRKIN.

RE SAN.FRANCISCO TEL TO BOREAU, CHICAGO, INDIANA OLIS, KANSAS

CITY, MEMPHIS, NEW YORK AND ST. LOUIS, APRIL T ENTYTWO LAST.

RE; JOHN LARRY RAY.

RECORDS, INDIANA STATE _REFORMATORY, PENDLETON, IND., DISCLOSES

Vt "JOHN LARRY RAYNS", AKA. JACK, PRISON REGISTRY NO. THREE FIVE TWO

NINE SEVEN, SENTENCED TO TWO-FIVE -YRS*'FORSECOND DEGREE BURGLARY

IN KOSCIUSKO CO*, IND*. ON JAN. TWENTYTHREE FIFTY AND RECEIVED AT

IND. REFORMATORY JAN. TWENTYFOUR FIPTY* RAYNS DESCRISED AS WM

B0RN FEB. FOURTEEN THIRTYTWO, ALTON ILL*, FIVE FT. SEVEN ONE HALF

IN*, ONE TWENTYEIGHT LBS, DARK CHESTNUT HAIR, HAZEL EYES, SALLOW

COMPLEXION, SLENDER BUILD, BURN SCAR LEFT JAW, CUT SCAR TOP MIDDLE

FINGER, LEFT HAND, THIRD JOINT, RECULARITY - STUTTERS* ATTENDED

FUSLIC SCHOOL QUINCY, ILL., THIRTYFIGHT T0 FORTYEIGHT. HAD WORKED

FOR WEMMS LAUNDRY> QUINCY FOR FIVE IMONTHS AND WAS FIRED. STATED

MADE HOME WITH PARENTS, JERRY AND LUCILLE (MAHER)RAYNS, TWO ONE Ou

SPRING ST*, 6UINCY* g 4 S
-J SiEhD _..... IND

ZD PAGEw ONE ` I aqfD4 FlD.
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FBI SPRNGFLD

FBI INDAPOLS

808PM URGENT 4-24-68 WJA

TO DIRECTOR (44-3861). CHICAGO, KANSAS CITY, MEMPHIS (44 1987)

SPRINGFIELD

FROM INDIANAPOLIS (44-563) cooexecution
MURKIN. Have

@wainaloun P
RE SAN. FRANCISCO TEL TO BUREAU, CHICAGO, INDIANAPOLIS, KANSAS

CITY, MEMPHIS, NEW YORK AND ST. LOUIS, APRIL TWENTYTWO LAST.

RE; JOHN LARRY RAY.

RECORDS, INDIANA STATE REFORMATORY, PENDLETON, IND., DISCLOSES

"JOHN LARRY RAYNS", AKA. JACK, PRISON REGISTRY NO. THREE FIVE TWO

NINE SEVEN, SENTENCED TO TWO-FIVE YRS. FOR SECOND DEGREE BURGLARY

IN KOSCIUSKO CO., IND., ON JAN. TWENTYTHREE FIFTY AND RECEIVED AT

IND. REFORMATORY JAN. TWENTYFOUR FIFTY. RAYNS DESCRIBED AS WM ,

BORN FEB. FOURTEEN THIRTYTWO, ALTON, ILL., FIVE FT. SEVEN ONE HALF

IN., ONE TWENTYEIGHT LBS, DARK CHESTNUT HAIR, HAZEL EYES, SALLOW

COMPLEXION, SLENDER BUILD, BURN SCAR LEFT JAW, CUT SCAR TOP MIDDLE

FINGER, LEFT HAND, THIRD JOINT, PECULARITY - STUTTERS. ATTENDED

PUBLIC SCHOOL QUINCY, ILL. THIRTYEIGHT TO FORTYEIGHT. HAD WORKED

FOR WEMMS LAUNDRY, QUINCY FOR FIVE MONTHS AND WAS FIRED. STATED

MADE HOME WITH PARENTS, JERRY AND LUCILLE (MAHER)RAYNS, TWO ONE TOUR

SPRING

3 END PAGE
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PAGE TWO

IP 44-543

FURNISHED OTHER RELATIVES AS FOLLOWS; GRANDMOTHER, MRS. MARY

V ER> ALTON, ILL-; BROTHERS JERRY RAYNS, JR., AND FRANK RAYNS, 8OTH

RESIDING WITH PARENTSI SISTERS MELBA, CAROL AND JANE RAYNS, ALL

RESIDING WITH PARENTS.

HE WAS PAROLED MARCH TWENTY FIFTYTWO TO ST* OF ILL. TO

RESIDE WITH UNCLE WILLIAM E. M HER, ONE ONE ONE F GHT E. S ENTH

ST*, ALTON, ILL*, AND TO ORK OR LEE.R. MOREHAD, TWO 'E EIGHT

WILLIAMS ST., ALTON. PAROLEVOFFICER WAS HARQEY L. L JG, ADMINISTRATOR,

INTERSTATE PAROLE COMPACT, THREE ZERO NINE ARMORY uILDING>

SPRINGFIELD, ILL. HE VIOLATED THIS PAROLE BY ABSONDING FROM

PAROLE SUPERVISOR ON APRIL TWO FIFTY TWO BY BEING ARRESTED IN

HOLTVILLE, CALIF. ON DEC. THREE FIFTYTWO AS A SLEEPER ACCORDING TO

FBI REPT* USING ALIAS "JDUNNY LARRY .RAY; ALSO BY BEINGARRESTED FOR

LARCENY APRIL SEVEN FIFTYTHREE AT GUINC,Y. THIS ARREST RESULTED IN

A ONE TO TWENTY YR* COMMITTMENT TO ILL. STATE PENITENTIARY AT MENARn,

ILL.

HIS IND. DELINQUENT PAROLE STATUS WAS WAIVED ON SEPT. TWO

FIWTYTWO ANP THE IND. SENTENCE EXPIRED JAN. TWENTYTHREE FIFTYFIVE.

E RECEIVED HIS F.TNAL DISCHARGE ON MAY NINE FIFTYNINE.

MIEND PAGE TWO

3t

PAGE TWO

IP 44-563

FURNISHED OTHER RELATIVES AS FOLLOWS; GRANDMOTHER, MRS. MARY

MAHER, ALTON, ILL.; BROTHERS JERRY RAYNS, JR., AND FRANK RAYNS, BOTH

RESIDING WITH PARENTS; SISTERS MELBA, CAROL AND JANE RAYNS, ALL

RESIDING WITH PARENTS.

HE WAS PAROLED MARCH TWENTYONE FIFTYTWO TO ST. OF ILL. TO

RESIDE WITH UNCLE WILLIAM E. MAHER, ONE ONE ONE FIGHT E. SEVENTH

ST. ALTON, ILL., AND TO WORK FOR LEE. R. MOREHEAD, TWO ONE EIGHT

WILLIAMS ST , ALTON. PAROLE OFFICER WAS HARVEY L. LONG, ADMINISTRATOR,

INTERSTATE PAROLE COMPACT, THREE ZERO NINE ARMORY BUILDING,

SPRINGFIELD, ILL. HE VIOLATED THIS PAROLE BY ABSCONDING FROM

PAROLE SUPERVISOR ON APRIL TWO FIFTY TWO BY BEING ARRESTED IN

HOLTVILLE, CALIF. ON DEC. THREE FIFTYTWO AS A SLEEPER ACCORDING TO

FBI REPT. USING ALIAS "JOHNNY LARRY RAY; ALSO BY BEINGARRESTED FOR

LARCENY APRIL SEVEN FIFTYTHREE AT QUINCY. THIS ARREST RESULTED IN

A ONE TO TWENTY YR. COMMITTMENT TO ILL. STATE PENITENTIARY AT MENARD,

ILL.

HIS IND. DELINQUENT PAROLE STATUS WAS WAIVED ON SEPT. TWO

FIFTYTWO AND THE IND. SENTENCE EXPIRED JAN. TWENTYTHREE FIFTYFIVE.

HE RECEIVED HIS FINAL DISCHARGE ON MAY NINE FIFTYNINE.

END PAGE TWO
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PAGE THRER

:TTFR IN FILE DATED JAN. ELEVEN FIFTYFOUR PROM RFV. J.L.

STR 'LEC OLIC CHAPLAIN, MF I111.., ILL. STATE NI-TENTIARY.,

A RESSED TO IND. REFORMATORY ADVISES THE CHAPLAIN ,WAS WRITING ON

BEHALF OF "JOHN RYAN*" THE CHAPLAIN STATED' THAT JOHN WAS CONCERNFD

THAT IND. WOULD FILE A HOLD ON HIM AT ILL. PENITENTIARY. INDIANA

REPORMATORY ADVISED CHAPLAIN THEY HAD NO PRISONER NAMED JOHN RYAN

AND THE CHAPLAIN THEN ADVISED HE WAS WRITING CONCERNING JOHN 3

RAYN, IND- REFDRMATORY NO. THREE FIVE TWO NINE SEVEN. THE ,CHAPLAIN

ADVISED THAT JOHN WAS SERVING FIVE TO TEN YRS. AT MENARD. THE

CHAPLAIN ADVISED JOHN'S MOTHER WAS A SEMI-INVALID WITH FOUR SMALL

CHILDREN. JOHN RAYN'S REGISTRY NO. AT THE ILL. STATE PENITENTIARY,

ENARD, WAS TWO THREE -FOUR ZERO' ONE.

SPRINGFIELD AT MENARD AT I-LL. STATE PENITENTIARY, REVIEW FILE

JOHN LARRYiRAYN OR RYAN .REGISTRY NO. TWO THREE FOUR ZERO ONE.

AT -ADAMS, ALTON AND QUINCY>, ILL. LOCATE ABOVE RELATIVES AND

.INTERVIEw RE BACKGROUND AND WHEREABOUTS OF JOHN LARRY RAY.'

CHECK SCHOOL RECORDS FOR JOHN LARRY RAY AT ADAMS FOR PERTINENT

INFO* REVIEW URFILE TWENTYFIVE DASH SIX -NINE THREE EIGHT.

AT SPRINGFIELD CHECK ANY PERTINENT PAROLE RECORDS RE JOHN LARRY

RAY UNDER ,HIS TRUE NAME AN ALIASES.

,END PAGE THREE,

e
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PAGE THREE

VETTER IN FILE DATED ,JAN. ELEVEN FIFTYFOUR FROM REV. J.L.

STRZELEC, CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN, MENARD, ILL., ILL. STATE PENITENTIARY,

ADDRESSED TO IND. REFORMATORY ADVISES THE CHAPLAIN WAS WRITING ON

BEHALF OF "JOHN RYAN. THE CHAPLAIN STATED THAT JOHN WAS CONCERNED

THAT IND. WOULD FILE A HOLD ON HIM AT ILL. PENITENTIARY. INDIANA

REFORMATORY ADVISED CHAPLAIN THEY HAD NO PRISONER NAMED JOHN RYAN

AND THE CHAPLAIN THEN ADVISED HE WAS WRITING CONCERNING JOHN

RAYN, IND. REFORMATORY NO. THREE FIVE TWO NINE SEVEN. THE CHAPLAIN

ADVISED THAT JOHN WAS SERVING FIVE TO TEN YRS. AT MENARD. THE

CHAPLAIN ADVISED JOHN'S MOTHER WAS A SEMI-INVALID WITH FOUR SMALL

CHILDREN. JOHN RAYN'S REGISTRY NO. AT THE ILL. STATE PENITENTIARY,

MENARD, WAS TWO THREE FOUR ZERO ONE.

SPRINGFIELD AT MENARD AT ILL. STATE PENITENTIARY, REVIEW FILF
JOHN LARRY, RAYN OR RYAN REGISTRY NO. TWO THREE FOUR ZERO ONE.

AT ADAMS, ALTON AND QUINCY, ILL. LOCATE ABOVE RELATIVES AND

INTERVIEW RE BACKGROUND AND WHEREABOUTS OF JOHN LARRY RAY.

CHECK SCHOOL RECORDS FOR JOHN LARRY RAY AT ADAMS FOR PERTINENT

INFO. REVIEW URFILE TWENTYFIVE DASH SIX NINE THREE EIGHT.

AT SPRINGFIELD CHECK ANY PERTINENT PAROLE RECORDS RE JOHN LARRY

RAY UNDER HIS TRUE NAME AN ALIASES.

END PAGE THREE
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PAGE F'OUR q
IP 4~4-,'56

FOR INFO SPRINGFIELD RETEL SET _L1`AD FOR .NnIANAPQL IS TO AT t ,MPT

10 LOCATE JAMES EARL RAY'S.8ROT.HER IN INDIANAPOLIS DIVISION.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS." -P
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PAGE FOUR

IP 44-563

FOR INFO SPRINGFIELD RETEL SET LEAD FOR INDIANAPOLIS TO ATTEMPT

TO LOCATE JAMES EARL RAY'S BROTHER IN INDIANAPOLIS DIVISION.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. P.

END
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008PM URGENT 4-24-68 WJA

TO DIRECTOR (44-3861), CHICAGO, KANSAS CITY, MEMPHIS (42-1997)

SPRINGFIELD

FROM INDIANAPOLIS (44-563)

CCO
lievolveMURKIN.

week
RE SAN FRANCISCO TEL TO BUREAU, CHICAGO, INDIANAPOLIS,

CITY, MEMPHIS, NEW YORK AND ST. LOUIS, APRIL TWENTYTHO LAST.

RE: JOHN LARRY RAY.

RECORDS, INDIANA STATE REFORMATORY, PENDLETON, IND

"JOHN LARRY RAYNS", AKA. JACK, PRISON REGISTRY NO. THERE

NINE SEVEN, SENTENCED TO TWO-FIVE YRS. FOR SECOND DEGREE BURGUARY

IN KOSCIUSKO CO., IND. ON JAN. TWENTYTHREE FIFTY AND OFCEIVE

INC. REFORMATORY JAN. TWENTYHOUR FIFTY. RAYNS DESCRIBED AS

BORN FEB. FOURTEEN THIRTYTWO, ALTON, ILL., FIVE FT. SEVEN

IN. ONE TWENTYEIGHT LBS, DARK CHESTNUT HAIR, HAZEL EYES,

COMPLEXION, SLENDER BUILD, BURN SCAR LEFT JAW, CUT SCAR TOP

FINGER, LEFT HAND, THIRD JOINT, PECULARITY - STUTTERS.

PUBLIC SCHOOL QUINCY, ILL., THIRTYRIGHT TO FORTYEIGHT.

FOR WEMMS LAUNDRY, QUINCY FOR FIVE MONTHS AND WAS FIRED. STATE

MADE HOME WITH PARENTS, JERRY AND LUCILLE (MAHER) RAYNS, TWO

SPRING

END PAGE
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PAGE TWO

IP AD-56?

FURNISHED OTHER RELATIVES AS FOLLOWS: GRANDMOTHER, MPC. MARY

WAHER, ALTON, ILL.; BROTHERS JERRY RAYNS, JR. AND FRANK RAYNS, BOTH

RESIDING WITH PARENTS: SISTERS MELRA, CAROL AND JANE RAYNS, ALL

RESIDING WITH PARENTS.

HE WAS PAROLED MARCH TWENTYONE FIFTYTWO TO ST. OF ILL. TO

RESIDE WITH UNCLE WILLIAM F. MAHER, ONE ONE ONE EIGHT E. SEVENTH

ST., ALTON, ILL., AND TO WORK FOR LEE R. MOREHEAD, TWO ONE EIGHT

WILLIAMS ST., ALTON. PAROLE OFFICER WAS HARVEY L. LONG, ADMINISTRATOR,

INTERSTATE PAROLE COMPACT, THREE ZERO NINE ARMORY BUILDING,

SPRINGFIELD, ILL. HE VIOLATED THIS PAROLE BY ARSCONDING FROM

PAROLE SUPERVISOR ON APRIL TWO FIFTY TWO BY BEING ARRESTED IN

HOLTVILLE, CALIF. ON DEC. THREE FIFTYTHO AS A SLEEPFO ACCORDING TO

FI REPT. USING ALIAS "JOHNNY LARRY RAY; ALSO BY BEINGARRESTRO FOR

LARGENY APRIL SEVEN FIFTYTHREE AT QUINCY. THIS ARREST RESULTED IN

it ONE TO TWENTY YR. COMMITTEMENT TO ILL STATE PENITENTIARY AT MENARD,

LL.

HIS IND. DELINQUENT PAROLF STATUS WAS WAIVED ON SEPT. TWO

FIFTYTVO AND THE IND. SENTENCE EXPIRED JAN. TWENTYTHREE FIFTYFIVE.

+ RECEIVED HIS FINAL DISCHARGE ON MAY NINE FIFTYNINE.

END PAGE THO
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LETTER IN FILE DATED JAN. ELEVEN FIFTYFOUR FROM REV. J.L.

STAZFLEC, CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN, MENARD, ILL., ILL. STATE PENITENTIARY,

ADDRESSED TO IND. REFORMATORY ADVISES THE CHAPLAIN WAS WRITING ON

REHALF OF "JOHN RYAN." THE CHAPLAIN STATED THAT JOHN WAS CONCERNED

THAT IND. WOULD FILE A HOLO ON HIM AT ILL. PENITENTIARY. INDIANA

PERFORMATORY ADVISED CHAPLAIN THEY HAD NO PRISONER NAMED JOHN RYAN

AND THE CHAPLAIN THEN ADVISED HE WAS WRITING CONCERNING JOHN

RAYN, IND. REFORMATORY NO. THREE FIVE TWO MINE SEVEN. THE CHAPLAIN

ADVISED THAT JOHN WAS SERVING FIVE TO TEN YOS. AT MENARD. THE

CHAPLAIN ADVISED JOHN'S MOTHER WAS A SEMI-INVALID WITH FOUR SMALL

CHILDREN. JOHN RAYN'S REGISTRY NO. AT THE ILL. STATE PENITENTIARY,

MENARD, WAS TWO THREE FOUR ZERO ONE.

SPRINGFIELD AT MENARD AT ILL. STATE PENITENTIARY, REVIEW FILE

JOHN LARRY RAYN OR RYAN REGISTRY NO. TWO THREE FOUR ZERO ONE.

AT ADAMS, ALTON AND QUINCY, ILL. LOCATE ABOVE RELATIVES AND

INTERVIEW RF BACKGROUND AND WHEREAROUTS OF JOHN LARRY RAY.

CHECK SCHOOL RECORDS FOR JOHN LARRY RAY AT ADAMS F.OP PERTINENT

INFO. REVIEW URFILE TWENTYFIVE DASH SIX NINE THREE EIGHT.

AT SPRINGFIELD CHECK ANY PERTINENT PAROLE RECORDS RE JOHN LARRY

PAY UNDER HIS TRUE NAME AN ALTASES.

FND PAGE THREE
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PAGE FOUR

IP 68- 563

FOR INFO SPRINGFIELD RETEL SET LEAD FOR INDIANAPOLIS TO ATTEMPT

TO LOCATE JAMES EARL RAY'S BROTHER IN INDIANAPOLIS DIVISION.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END
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FBI INDAPOLS

808PM URGENT 4-24-68 WJA

TO DIRECTOR (44-3861), CHICAGO, KANSAS CITY, MEMPHIS (44-1987)

SPRINGFIELD

FROM INDIANAPOLIS (44-563)

MURKIN.

RE SAN FRANCISCO TEL TO BUREAU, CHICAGO, INDIANAPOLIS, KANSAS

CITY, MEMPHIS, NEW YORK AND ST. LOUIS, APRIL TWENTYTWO LAST.

RE; JOHN LARRY RAY.

RECORDS, INDIANA STATE REFORMATORY, PENDLETON, IND., DISCLOSES

"JOHN LARRY RAYNS", AKA. JACK, PRISON REGISTRY NO. THREE FIVE TWO

NINE SEVEN, SENTENCED TO TWO-FIVE YRS. FOR SECOND DEGREE BURGLARY

IN KOSCIUSKO CO., IND., ON JAN. TWENTYTHREE FIFTY AND RECEIVED AT

IND. REFORMATORY JAN. TWENTYFOUR FIFTY. RAYNS DESCRIBED-AS WM ,
BORN FEB. FOURTEEN THIRTYTWO ALTON, ILL., FIVE FT. SEVEN ONE HALF

IN., ONE TWENTYEIGHT LBS, DARK CHESTNUT HAIR, HAZEL EYES, SALLOW

COMPLEXION, SLENDER BUILD, BURN SCAR LEFT JAW, CUT SCAR TOP MIDDLE

FINGER, LEFT HAND, THIRD JOINT, PECULARITY - STUTTERS. ATTENDED

PUBLIC SCHOOL QUINCY, ILL., THIRTYEIGHT TO FORTYEIGHT. HAD WORKED

FOR WEMMS LAUNDRY, QUINCY FOR FIVE MONTHS AND WAS FIRED. STATED

MADE HOME WITH PARENTS, JERRY AND LUCILLE (MAHER)RAYNS, TWO ONE FOUR

SPRING ST., QUINCY.
SEARCHED

INDEXED
END PAGE ONE SERIALIZEDMrFILED M
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PAGE TWO

IP 44-563

FURNISHED OTHER RELATIVES AS FOLLOWS: GRANDMOTHER, MRS. MARY

MAHER, ALTON, ILL. ; BROTHERS JERRY RAYNS, JR., AND FRANK RAYNS. BOTH

RESIDING WITH PARENTS; SISTERS MELRA, CAROL AND JANE RAYNS, ALL

RESIDING WITH PARENTS.

HE WAS PAROLED MARCH TWENTYONE FIFTYTWO TO ST. OF ILL. TO

RESIDE WITH UNCLE WILLIAM F. MAHER, ONE ONE ONE EIGHT E. SEVENTH

ST.. ALTON, ILL., AND TO WORK FOR LEE R. MOREHEAD, TWO ONE EIGHT

WILLIAMS ST., ALTON. PAROLE OFFICER WAS HARVEY L. LONG ADMINISTRATOR

INTERSTATE PAROLE COMPACT, THREE ZF.RO NINE ARMORY BUILDING,

SPRINGFIELD, ILL. HE VIOLATED THIS PAROLE BY ARSCONDING FROM

PAROLE SUPERVISOR ON APRIL TWO FIFTY TWO BY BEING ARRESTED IN

HOLTVILLE, CALIF. ON DEC. THREE FIFTYTWO AS A SLEEPER ACCORDING TO

FBI REPT. USING ALIAS "JOHNNY LARRY RAY: ALSO BY BEINGARRESTED FOR

LARCENY APRIL SEVEN FIFTYTHREE AT QUINCY. THIS ARREST RESULTED IN

A ONE TO TWENTY YR. COMMITTEMENT TO ILL. STATE PENITENTIARY AT MFNARD,

ILL.

HIS IND. DELINQUENT PAROLE STATUS WAS WAIVED ON SEPT. TWO

FIFTYTWO AND THE IND. SENTENCE EXPIRED JAN. TWENTYTHREE FIFTYFI/F.

HE RECEIVED HIS FINAL DISCHARGE ON MAY NINE FIFTYNINE.

END PAGE TWO
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PAGE THREE

LETTER IN FILE DATED JAN. ELEVEN FIFTYFOUR FROM RFV. J.L.

STRZELFC, CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN, MENARD, ILL., ILL. STATE PENITENTIARY,

ADDRESSED TO IND. REFORMATORY ADVISES THE CHAPLAIN WAS WRITING ON

BEHALF OF "JOHN RYAN." THE CHAPLAIN STATED THAT JOHN WAS CONCERNED

THAT IND. WOULD FILE A HOLD ON HIM AT ILL. PENITENTIARY. INDIANA

REFORMATORY ADVISED CHAPLAIN THEY HAD NO PRISONER NAMED JOHN RYAN

AND THE CHAPLAIN THEN ADVISED HE WAS WRITING CONCERNING JOHN

RAYN, IND. REFORMATORY NO. THREE FIVE TWO NINE SEVEN. THE CHAPLAIN

ADVISED THAT JOHN WAS SERVING FIVE TO TEN YRS. AT MENARD. THE

CHAPLAIN ADVISED JOHN'S MOTHER WAS A SEMI-INVALID WITH FOUR SMALL

CHILDREN. JOHN RAYN'S REGISTRY NO. AT THE ILL. STATE PENITENTIARY,

MENARD, WAS TWO THREE FOUR ZERO ONE.

SPRINGFIELD AT MENARD AT ILL. STATE PENITENTIARY, REVIEW FILE

JOHN LARRY RAYN OR RYAN REGISTRY NO. TWO THREE FOUR ZERO ONE.

AT ADAMS, ALTON AND QUINCY, ILL. LOCATE ABOVE RELATIVES AND

INTERVIEW RF BACKGROUND AND WHEREABOUTS OF JOHN LARRY RAY.

CHECK SCHOOL RECORDS FOR JOHN LARRY RAY AT ADAMS FOR PERTINENT

INFO. REVIEW URFILE TWENTYFIVE DASH SIX NINE THREE EIGHT.

AT SPRINGFIELD CHECK ANY PERTINENT PAROLE RECORDS RE JOHN LARRY

RAY UNDER HIS TRUE NAME AN ALIASES.

END PAGE THREE
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PAGE FOUR

IP 44- 563

FOR INFO SPRINGFIELD RETEL SET LFAD FOR INDIANAPOLIS TO ATTEMPT

TO LOCATE JAMES EARL RAY'S BROTHER IN INDIANAPOLIS DIVISION.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. P.

END

DJK

FBI SPRNGFLD

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



81 ATLANTA

10:35 PM URGENT 4/84/48 LSN

TO DIRECTOR MEMPHISY BIRMINGHAM, LOS ANGELES, KANSAS

CITY, SPRINGF.IELD AND MIAMI.

FROM ATLANTA (A4-2386)

MURKIN*

SUMMARY OF INVESTIGATION, APRIL TWENTYFOUR> SIXTYEIGHT:

NEW AND USED CAR nEALERS IN ATLANTA AND SUBURBAN AREAS

HAVE 'BEEN"CONTACTED AND SHOWN PHOTOGRAPHS 07 RAY. SUCH CHECKS

CONCLUDED 'TODAY AND ALL NEGATIVE. PROJECT OF CONTACTING

INDIVIDUALS ADVERTISING AUTOMOBILES FOR SALE THROUGHT NEWSPAPER

_AS BETWEEN MARCH TWENTYFOUR AND APRIL .FIVE LAST UNDERWAY,

NEGATIVE TO DATE, CONTINUING.

CAR RENTAL AGENCIES IN ATLANTA AND SUBUR§AN AREAS

00NCLUDED TODAY WITH PHOTOGRAPHS OF 'RAY EXHIBITED WITH NEGATIVE

RESULTS.

CONTACTS dITH CREW MEMBERS ON EASTERN AIRLINES FOREIGN

FLIGHTS THREE TWO ZERO AND THREE TWO EIGHT ON APRIL FIVE LAST

CONCLUDED EXCEPT FOR ONE STEWARDESS WHO WILL BE INTERVIEWED APRIL

TWENTYF-IVE NEXT* SUCH CHECKS ARE NEGATIVE.

END PAGE ONE.

SEARCHED_.. _INEXED-'
SERIALIZE .ILED

APR 24 1968

OOt

74' 34ft

FBI ATLANTA

10:35 PM URGENT 4/24/68 LBN

TO DIRECTOR MEMPHIS, BIRMINGHAM, LOS ANGELES, KANSAS

CITY, SPRINGFIELD AND MIAMI.

FROM ATLANTA (44-2386)

MURKIN.

SUMMARY OF INVESTIGATION, APRIL TWENTYFOUR, SIXTYEIGHT:

NEW AND USED CAR DEALERS IN ATLANTA AND SUBURBAN AREAS

HAVE BEEN CONTACTED AND SHOWN PHOTOGRAPHS OF RAY. SUCH CHECKS

CONCLUDED TODAY AND ALL NEGATIVE. PROJECT OF CONTACTING

INDIVIDUALS ADVERTISING AUTOMOBILES FOR SALE THROUGHT NEWSPAPER

ADS BETWEEN MARCH TWENTYFOUR AND APRIL FIVE LAST UNDERWAY,

NEGATIVE TO DATE, CONTINUING.

CAR RENTAL AGENCIES IN ATLANTA AND SUBURBAN AREAS

CONCLUDED TODAY WITH PHOTOGRAPHS OF RAY EXHIBITED WITH NEGATIVE

RESULTS.

CONTACTS WITH CREW MEMBERS ON EASTERN AIRLINES FOREIGN

FLIGHTS THREE TWO ZERO AND THREE TWO EIGHT ON APRIL FIVE LAST

CONCLUDED EXCEPT, FOR ONE STEWARDESS WHO WILL BE INTERVIEWED APRIL

TWENTYFIVE NEXT. SUCH CHECKS ARE NEGATIVE.

END PAGE ONE.

SEARCHED INDEXED

SERIALIZEDTHE FILED MV
APR241968

Fe -SPRINGFIELD

Review
00 m

FBI#, set out bad
44 - 561 - 288

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO

STORAGE GARAGES, CITY OF ATLANTA, CONTACTED AND RAY'S

PHOTOGRAPH EXHIBITED WITH- NEGATIVE RESULTS. ALL OPEN PARKING

LOTS VICINITY OF ONE ONE 'THREE FOURTEENTH STREET HAVE SEEN

CONTACTED WITH PHOTOGRAPHS OF RAY SHOWN TO OWNERS AND ATTENDANTS

WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS.

REMAINING CREW MEMBERS OF EASTERN AIRLINES FLIGHT ONE

THREE THREE, APRIL TWELVE LAST INTERVIEWED REGARDING A PASSENGER

ESEMBLING RAY WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS. THEY CONFIRMED INFORMATION

FURNISHED APRIL. TWENTYTHREE, SIXTYEIGHT, BY OTHER CREW MEMBERS

WHO STATED GILCHRIST WAS IN ERROR 8Y STATING ONLY ONE PASSENGER

DEBARKED AT HOUSTON, TEXAS. THEY STATED NO ONE ON PLANE RESEBLING

RAY.

JIMMIE DELTON GARNER, GARNER'S SISTER AND WOMAN LINEN

CHANGER AT ONE ONE THREE FOURTEENTH STREET, REINTERVIEWED THIS

DATE AND FURNISHED NO DDITIONAL INFORMATION.

LEWIE RAYMOND DO JDA CONFINED COUNTY JAIL, MARIETTA,

GEORGIA, ON ARMED RO BERY CONVICTION INTERVIEWED. DOWDA WAS

ACOUAINTED WITH RAY AT MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY FOR THREE

END PAGE TWO..

PAGE TWO

STORAGE GARAGES, CITY OF ATLANTA, CONTACTED AND RAY'S

PHOTOGRAPH EXHIBITED WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS. ALL OPEN PARKING

LOTS VICINITY OF ONE ONE THREE FOURTEENTH STREET HAVE BEEN

CONTACTED WITH PHOTOGRAPHS OF RAY SHOWN TO OWNERS AND ATTENDANTS

WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS.

REMAINING CREW MEMBERS OF EASTERN AIRLINES FLIGHT ONE

THREE THREE, APRIL TWELVE LAST INTERVIEWED REGARDING A PASSENGER

RESEMBLING RAY WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS. THEY CONFIRMED INFORMATION

FURNISHED APRIL. TWENTYTHREE, SIXTYEIGHT, BY OTHER CREW MEMBERS

WHO STATED GILCHRIST WAS IN ERROR BY STATING ONLY ONE PASSENGER

DEBARKED AT HOUSTON, TEXAS. THEY STATED NO ONE ON PLANE RESEBLING

RAY.

JIMMIE DELTON GARNER, GARNER'S SISTER AND WOMAN LINEN

CHANGER AT ONE ONE THREE FOURTEENTH STREET, REINTERVIEWED THIS

DATE AND FURNISHED NO ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.

LEWIE RAYMOND DONDA CONFINED COUNTY JAIL, MARIETTA,

GEORGIA, ON ARMED ROBBERY CONVICTION INTERVIEWED. DOWDA WAS

ACQUAINTED WITH RAY AT MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY FOR THREE

END PAGE TWO

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE THREE.*,

YEARS, ENDING SEPTEMBER TWENTYTHREE, SIXTYSIX, WHEN DOWDA

RELEASED. DOWDA STATED RAY WAS DOPE ADDICT, USING INJECTIONS

AND WAS ADDICTED PRIOR TO INCARCERATION. RAY USED AMPHETIMINE.,

DOWDA STATED HAROLD SCHAEFER, GUARD ON GATE AT@AT

PRISONs WAS, FRIENDLY WITH RAY AND ELIEVED BY SOME TO BE SELLING

THE AMPHETIMINE. DOWDA CLAIMED RAY HAD UNKNOWN OUTSIDE SOURCE OF

INCOME TO SUPPORT A THIRTYFIVE TO FORTY DOLLAR PER WEEK DOPE HABIT

AS WELL AS FIFTEEN TO TWENTY DOLLARS PER WEEK OTHER EXPENDITURES*

DOWDA CLAIMS THREE NEGRO PRISONERS KILLED IN PRISON AFTER

PROTESTING DEMIAL OF BLACK MUSLIMS TO WORSHIP. CLAIMED RAY

KILLED THE NEGROES OR KtOW WHO DID. DESCRIBED RAY AS RACIST WHO

FELT ALL NEGROES IN THAT PRISON SHOULD BE KILLED AND SAID RAY

VADE SEVERAL STATEMENTS TO EFFECT IF PRICE WAS RIGHT WOULD KILL

`' ARTIN LUTHER KING. DOWDA STATED RAY'S CLOSEST FRIEND IN PRISON

WAS NEIL ABBEY (PHONETIC) WHO HANDLED DOPE AND GOT RAY A JOB IN

THE KITCHEN. DOWDA DOES NOT KNOW. NEIL'A8BEY'S PRESENT WHEREABOUTS

SUT ABBEY WAS AT ONE TIME CHIEF COOK AT THE PRISON. ANOTHER

ENDPAGE THREE*.

/i
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PAGE THREE

YEARS, ENDING SEPTEMBER TWENTYTHREE, SIXTYSIX, WHEN DOWDA

RELEASED. DOWDA STATED RAY WAS DOPE ADDICT, USING INJECTIONS

AND WAS ADDICTED PRIOR TO INCARCERATION. RAY USED AMPHETIMINE.

DOWDA STATED. HAROLD SCHAEFER, GUARD ON GATE ATCAT

PRISON, WAS FRIENDLY WITH RAY AND BELIEVED BY SOME TO BE SELLING

THE AMPHETIMINE. DOWDA CLAIMED RAY HAD UNKNOWN OUTSIDE SOURCE OF

INCOME TO SUPPORT A THIRTYFIVE TO FORTY DOLLAR PER WEEK DOPE HABIT

AS WELL AS FIFTEEN TO TWENTY DOLLARS PER WEEK OTHER EXPENDITURES.

DOWDA CLAIMS THREE NEGRO PRISONERS KILLED IN PRISON AFTER

PROTESTING DEMIAL OF BLACK MUSLIMS TO WORSHIP. CLAIMED RAY

KILLED THE NEGROES OR KNOW WHO DID. DESCRIBED RAY As RACIST WHO

FELT ALL NEGROES IN THAT PRISON SHOULD BE KILLED AND SAID RAY

MADE SEVERAL STATEMENTS TO EFFECT IF PRICE WAS RIGHT WOULD KILL

MARTIN LUTHER KING. DOWDA STATED RAY'S CLOSEST FRIEND IN PRISON

WAS NEIL ABBEY (PHONETIC) WHO HANDLED DOPE AND GOT RAY A JOB IN

THE KITCHEN. DOWDA DOES NOT KNOW. NEIL ABBEY'S PRESENT WHEREABOUTS

BUT ABBEY WAS AT ONE TIME CHIEF COOK AT THE PRISON. ANOTHER

ENDPAGE THREE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE FQUR....

CLOSE FRIEND WAS DONALD DEAN RIGGER F OM CALIFORNIA WHOSE WIFE

WAS A PSYCHIATRIST AT NAPA STATE HOSPITAL LOCATED ABOVE SAN

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA. DOWDA STATED RAY WOULD ONLY HAVE AN

,DDRtSS FOR HIM IN CARE OF DOWDA'S .FATHER, CHARLES ALFRED DOWDA,

FORMELY ROUTE ONE, SANFORD, FLORIDA, PUT PRESENTLY ON. ONE ZERO

SOUTH CHANDLER STREET, DELAND,FLORIDA.' DOWDA DENI . CONTACT IN

ARY MANNER WITH RAY SI E DOWD'S RELEASE. STATED ANOTHER FORMER

INMATE, PAUL ALVIN ,ILJR., AKA PAUL ALVIN C TER, THIRTYFOUR

BARBODOS DRIVE, P M SPRINGS'; WEST PALM BEAC FLORIDA, WAS

FRIENDLY WITH RA AND DOWDA SAW LAIL EARLY MARCH, SIXTYEIGHT,

BUT NO MENTION ADE Of RAY., DOWDA HAS NO IDEA WHY RAY WOULD -O

LTO ATLANTA.

MIAMI, CONTACT CHARLES A FRED DOWDA. ONE ONE ZERO SOUTH

CHANDLER STREET, DELANDI FL RIDA, AND PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR'., WEST

PALM SEACH, FLORIDA, TO D ERMINE IF RAY HAS `CONTACTED THEM.

KANSAS CITY AT JEFF RSON CITY, MO., INTERVIEW GUARD,

HAROLD SCHAEFER, CONCE NING RAY. ALSO DETERMINE PRESENT WHER.
lE/ ABP, AKlfA ,,

ABOUTS OF INOATE LABEY <PoNEnc> AND DONALD DEAN RI ER AND

END PAGE FOUR.***

PAGE FOUR

CLOSE FRIEND WAS DONALD DEAN RIGGER FROM CALIFORNIA WHOSE WIFE

WAS A PSYCHIATRIST AT NAPA STATE HOSPITAL LOCATED ABOVE SAN

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA. DOWDA STATED RAY WOULD ONLY HAVE AN

ADDRESS FOR HIM IN CARE OF DOWDA'S FATHER, CHARLES ALFRED DOWDA,

FORMELY ROUTE ONE, SANFORD, FLORIDA, BUT PRESENTLY ONE ONE ZERO

SOUTH CHANDLER STREET, DELAND, FLORIDA. DOWDA DENIES CONTACT IN

ANY MANNER WITH RAY SINCE DOWD'S RELEASE. STATED ANOTHER FORMER
88-3496*

INMATE, PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR., AKA PAUL ALVIN CARTER, THIRTYFOUR

BARBODOS DRIVE, PALM SPRINGS, WEST PALM BEACH, FLORIDA, WAS

FRIENDLY WITH RAY AND DOWDA SAW LAIL EARLY MARCH, SIXTYEIGHT,

BUT NO MENTION MADE OF RAY DOWDA HAS NO IDEA WHY RAY WOULD GO

TO ATLANTA.

MIAMI, CONTACT CHARLES ALFRED DOWDA. ONE ONE ZERO SOUTH

CHANDLER STREET, DELAND, FLORIDA, AND PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR. , WEST

PALM BEACH, FLORIDA, TO DETERMINE IF RAY HAS CONTACTED THEM.

KANSAS CITY AT JEFFERSON CITY, MO., INTERVIEW GUARD,

HAROLD SCHAEFER, CONCERNING RAY. ALSO DETERMINE PRESENT WHERY-NEIL ABBEY, AKA.
ABOUTS OF INMATE NEAL ABBEY (PHONETIC) AND DONALD DEAN RIGGER AND

END PAGE FOUR

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE FIVE*..*.

SET OUT LEADS FOR THEIR INTSRVIEW CONCERNING PDSSIRLE CONTACT BY

R4Y.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END

DJK

FBI SPRNGPLD

T7U

at

PAGE FIVE

SET OUT LEADS FOR THEIR INTSRVIEW CONCERNING POSSIBLE CONTACT BY

RAY.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

END

DJK

FBI SPRNGFLD

TU

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FBI ATLANTA

10:35 PM URGENT 4/24/68 LBN

TO DIRECTOR MEMPHIS, BIRMINGHAM, LOS ANGELES, KANSAS

CITY, SPRINGFIELD AND MIAMI.

FROM ATLANTA (44-2386)

MURKIN.

SUMMARY OF INVESTIGATION APRIL TWENTYFOUR, SIXTYEIGHT:

NEW AND USED CAR DEALERS IN ATLANTA AND SUBURBAN AREAS

HAVE BEEN CONTACTED AND SHOWN PHOTOGRAPHS OF RAY. SUCH CHECKS

CONCLUDED TODAY AND ALL NEGATIVE. PROJECT OF CONTACTING

INDIVIDUALS ADVERTISING AUTOMOBILES FOR SALE THROUGHT NEWSPAPER

ADS BETWEEN MARCH TWENTYFOUR AND APRIL FIVE LAST UNDERWAY,

NEGATIVE TO DATE, CONTINUING.

CAR RENTAL AGENCIES IN ATLANTA AND SUBURBAN AREAS

CONCLUDED TODAY WITH PHOTOGRAPHS OF RAY EXHIBITED WITH NEGATIVE

RESULTS.

CONTACTS WITH CREW MEMBERS ON EASTERN AIRLINES FOREIGN

FLIGHTS THREE TWO ZERO AND THREE TWO EIGHT ON APRIL FIVE LAST

CONCLUDED EXCEPT FOR ONE STEWARDESS WHO WILL BF INTERVIEWED APRIL

TWENTYFIVE NEXT. SUCH CHECKS ARE NEGATIVE.

END PAGE ONE.

SEARCHED INDEXED

SERIALIZED FILED me
APR241968
FBI-SPRINGFIELD

DO3
44 - 561 - 288

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO

STORAGE GARAGES, CITY OF ATLANTA, CONTACTED AND RAY'S

PHOTOGRAPH EXHIBITED WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS. ALL OPEN PARKING

LOTS VICINITY OF ONE ONE THREE FOURTEENTH STREET HAVE BEEN

CONTACTED WITH PHOTOGRAPHS OF RAY SHOWN TO OWNERS AND ATTENDANTS

WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS.

REMAINING CREW MEMBERS OF EASTERN AIRLINES FLIGHT ONE

THREE THREE, APRIL TWELVE LAST INTERVIEWED REGARDING A PASSENGER

RESEMBLING RAY WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS. THEY CONFIRMED INFORMATION

FURNISHED APRIL TWENTYTHREE, SIXTYEIGHT, BY OTHER CREW MEMBERS

WHO STATED GILCHRIST WAS IN ERROR BY STATING ONLY ONE PASSENGER

DEPARKED AT HOUSTON, TEXAS. THEY STATED NO ONE ON PLANE RESERLING

RAY.

JIMMIE DELTON GARNER GARNER'S SISTER AND WOMAN LINEN

CHANGER AT ONE ONE THREE FOURTEENTH STREET, REINTERVIEWED THIS

DATE AND FURNISHED NO ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.

LEWIE RAYMOND DOWDA CONFINED COUNTY JAIL, MARIETTA,

GEORGIA, ON ARMED ROBBERY CONVICTION INTERVIEWED. DOWDA WAS

ACQUAINTED WITH RAY AT MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY FOR THREE

END PAGE TWO:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE THREE

YEARS, ENDING SEPTEMBER TWENTYTHREE, SIXTYSIX, WHEN DOWDA

RELEASED. DOWDA STATED RAY WAS DOPE ADDICT, USING INJECTIONS

AND WAS ADDICTED PRIOR TO INCARCERATION. RAY USED AMPHETIMINE

DOWDA STATED HAROLD SCHAEFER, GUARD ON GATE ATOAT

PRISON, WAS FRIENDLY WITH RAY AND BELIEVED BY SOME TO BE SELLING

THE AMPHETIMINE. DOWDA CLAIMED RAY HAD UNKNOWN OUTSIDE SOURCE OF

INCOME TO SUPPORT A THIRTYFIVE TO FORTY DOLLAR PER WEEK DOPE HABIT

AS WELL AS FIFTEEN TO TWENTY DOLLARS PER WEEK OTHER EXPENDITURES.

DOWDA CLAIMS THREE NEGRO PRISONERS KILLED IN PRISON AFTER

PROTESTING DEMIAL OF BLACK MUSLIMS TO WORSHIP. CLAIMED RAY

KILLED THE NEGROES OR KNOW WHO DID. DESCRIBED RAY As RACIST WHO

FELT ALL NEGROES IN THAT PRISON SHOULD BE KILLED AND SAID RAY

MADE SEVERAL STATEMENTS TO EFFECT IF PRICE WAS RIGHT WOULD KILL

MARTIN LUTHER KING. DOWDA STATED RAY'S CLOSEST FRIEND IN PRISON

WAS NEIL ABBEY (PHONETIC) WHO HANDLED DOPE AND GOT RAY A JOB IN

THE KITCHEN. DOWDA DOES NOT KNOW NEIL ABBEY'S PRESENT WHEREABOUTS

BUT ABBEY WAS AT ONE TIME CHIEF COOK AT THE PRISON. ANOTHER

ENDPAGE THREE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE FOUR

CLOSE FRIEND WAS DONALD DEAN RIGGER FROM CALIFORNIA WHOSE WIFE

WAS A PSYCHIATRIST AT NAPA STATE HOSPITAL LOCATED ABOVE SAN

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA. DOWDA STATED RAY WOULD ONLY HAVE AN

ADDRESS FOR HIM IN CARE OF DOUDA'S FATHER, CHARLES ALFRED DOWDA,

FORMELY ROUTE ONE, SANFORD, FLORIDA, BUT PRESENTLY ONE ONE ZERO

SOUTH CHANDLER STREET, DELAND, FLORIDA. DOWDA DENIES CONTACT IN

ANY MANNER WITH RAY SINCE DOWD'S RELEASE. STATED ANOTHER FORMER

INMATE, PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JRay AKA PAUL ALVIN CARTER, THIRTYFOUR

BARBODOS DRIVE, PALM SPRINGS, WEST PALM BEACH, FLORIDA, WAS

FRIENDLY WITH RAY AND DOWDA SAW LAIL EARLY MARCH, SIXTYEIGHT,

BUT NO MENTION MADE OF RAY. DOWDA HAS NO IDEA WHY RAY WOULD GO

TO ATLANTA.

MIAMI, CONTACT CHARLES ALFRED DOWDA. ONE ONE ZERO SOUTH

CHANDLER STREET, DELAND, FLORIDA, AND PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR@9 WEST

PALM BEACH, FLORIDA, TO DETERMINE IF RAY HAS CONTACTED THEM.

KANSAS CITY AT JEFFERSON CITY, MO., INTERVIEW GUARD,

HAROLD SCHAEFER, CONCERNING RAY. ALSO DETERMINE PRESENT WHERE-

ABOUTS OF INMATE MEIAL ABBEY (PHONETIC) AND DONALD DEAN RIGGER AND

END PAGE FOUR

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE FIVE

SET OUT LEADS FOR THEIR , INTERVIEW CONCERNING POSSIBLE CONTACT BY

RAY.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END

DJK

FBI SPRNGFLD

TU

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Fal I

Date: 4/25/68

Twosi :he folloing in TNTT
(Type in plaintext or cQde)

Via - ' TT Pr,.T ITGT'N-1. ...
(Priority)

TO: SAC, CLFVLAND

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIFLD (44-561)

MURKIN. CR.

.* OIN APRIL TIWFNTY FOUR, NINFTFFN SIXTY FIGHT, SI

ONF SIX TWO THRFF DASH C ADVISED 1'i FORMERLY KNEW JAMES FARL

RAY, BUT HAS NOT SFFN HIM IN APPROXIMATELY SFVFN OR FIGIr

YEARS. INFORMANT RFCALLFD THAT RAY WAS CONFINFD TO THE FF...O

CITY, MISSOURI PFNITFNTIARY WITH ONF WILLIAM JOSEPH KR MZFR,

17F BELIEVED IN INFTFFN SIXTY THRFF AND NINFTEN SI 'Y :FOUR.

INFORMANT SAID KRAMZFR IS SUPPOSEDLY IN PRISON, W RFABOUTS

UNKNOWN, AFTFR BFING CONVICTFD IN CLFVLAND FOR WHITY SLAVE.

CLEVELAND WILL CONTACT UNITFD STATES MARSHAL TO

DFTERMINF WHFRF KRAMZFR INCARCERATFD AND SET OUT LEADS TO ITAV7

1HIM .INTFRVIIWFD'CONCFRNING RAY. .

-P.

FND.

SEARCH(

)- Springfield (44-561) 1 - Kan B(AM '"(AM
1 - Bureau (AM) 1 - Mem RE

FILED.
JTG :skt ...

1r
Approved: Sent 4M M Per

Special Age tin Ch ce

FD-JC (Nev. 5-22-64)

F 8 1

Date: 4/25/68

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

TO: SAC, CLFVFLAND

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN. CR.

ON APRIL TWENTY FOUR, NINFTFFN SIXTY EIGHT, SI

ONF SIX TWO THRFF DASH C ADVISFD HE FORMERLY KNFW JAMES FARL

RAY, BUT HAS NOT SFFN HIM IN APPROXIMATELY SF VFN OR FIGHT

YEARS. INFORMANT RFCALLFD THAT RAY WAS CONFINFD TO THF JFFPFRSON

CITY, MISSOURI PFNITFNTIARY WITH ONF WILLIAM JOSFPH KRAMZFR,

HF BELIFVFD IN EINFTFFN SIXTY THRFF AND NINFTFFN SIXTY [FOUR.

INFORMANT SAID KRAMZFR IS SUPPOSFDLY IN PRISON; WHFRFABOUTS

UNKNOWN, AFTFR BPING CONVICTED IN CLFVFLAND FOR WHITF SLAVF.

CLEVELAND WILL CONTACT UNITFD STATFS MARSHAL TO

DFTERMINF WHFRF KRAMZFR INCARCFRATFD AND SFT OUT LFADS TO HAVF

HIM INTFRVIFWFD CONCERNING RAY.

P.

FND.

SEARCHED

1 - Springfield (44-561) 1 - Kansaaa (AM)

1 - Bureau (AM) 1 - MemphisINDEXED(AM) Mr
FILED MJTG:skt

(4) set
property Robert w/
C/DTS

44.561.289
Approved: Sent 9:30 M Per ml

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI CLEVELAND

FBI, SPRNGFLD

930AM URGENT 4/25/68 MAL

TO CLEVELAND

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN. CR.

ON APRIL TWENTY FOUR, NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT, SI

ONE SIX TWO THREE DASH C ADVISED HE FORMERLY KNEW JAMES EARL

RAY, BUT HAS NOT SEEN HIM IN APPROXIMATELY SEVEN OR EIGHT

YEARS. INFORMANT RECALLED THAT RAT WAS CONFINED TO THE JEFFERSON

CITY, MISSOURI PENTITENTIARY WITH ONE WILLIAM JOSEPH KRAMZERs

HE BELIEVED IN NINETEEN SIXTY THREE AND NINETEEN SIXTY FOUR.

INFORMANT SAID KRAMZER IS SUPPOSEDLY IN PRISON, WHEREABOUTS

UNKNOWN, AFTER BEING CONVICTED' IN CLEVELAND FOR WHITE SLAVE.

CLEVELAND WILL CONTACT UNITED STATES MARJSHAL T0

DETERMINE WHERE KRAMZER INCARCERATED AND SET OUT LEADS TO HAVE

HIM INTERVIEWED CONCERNING RAY.

END

LJL

FBI CLEVELAND

5EARCHED.....
..........

SERA~t1E ..... ......-

FBI CLEVELAND

FBI SPRNGFLD

930AM URGENT 4/25/68 MAL

TO CLEVELAND

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN. CR.

ON APRIL TWENTY FOUR, NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT, SI

ONE SIX TWO THREE DASH C ADVISED HE FORMERLY KNEW JAMES EARL

RAY, BUT HAS NOT SEEN HIM IN APPROXIMATELY SEVEN OR EIGHT

YEARS. INFORMANT RECALLED THAT RAY WAS CONFINED TO THE JEFFERSON

CITY, MISSOURI PENTITENTIARY WITH ONE WILLIAM JOSEPH KRAMZER,

HE BELIEVED IN NINETEEN SIXTY THREE AND NINETEEN SIXTY FOUR.

INFORMANT SAID KRAMZER IS SUPPOSEDLY IN PRISON, WHEREABOUTS

UNKNOWN, AFTER BEING CONVICTED IN CLEVELAND FOR WHITE SLAVE.

CLEVELAND WILL CONTACT UNITED STATES MARSHAL TO

DETERMINE WHERE KRAMZER INCARCERATED AND SET OUT LEADS TO HAVE

HIM INTERVIEWED CONCERNING RAY.

END

LJL

FBI CLEVELAND

SEARCHED

SERIALIZED Mr
INDEXED

FILED m
14-561-289

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FI SPRNGFLD

FBI ALBANY 4
11:48 AM URGENT 4/25/68 P)4B A"'
TO DIRECTOR (44-3886), BUFFALO., NEMPHIS (44-1987)

CHICAGO (44-1114), KANSAS CITY, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

FROM ALBANY (44-493) IP

MURKIN.,

RE ALBANY TT, APRIL TWENTYTHREE LAST*

ERNEST THRIFT, WHO qAS BEEN MANAGER ALBANY COUNTRY

CLUB, GUILDERLAND, NY, FOR THREE YEARS, STATES NO

RECORDS KEPT OF OLD EMPLOYEES., ROBERT LA FAVE, MAINTENANCE

ENGINEER, ALBANY COUNTRY CLUB; DUANE,SKINNER, FORMER

MANAGER, ALBANY COUNTRY CLUB; CHARLES G* CAMPBELL'

ASSISTANT PRO, ALBANY COUNTRY CLUB, ALL ADVISED RECALLED

EARL EVERET RAY, WHO WAS EMPLOYED AT OLD ALBANY COUNTRY

CLUB THEN LOCATED ALBANY, NY, AS HOUSEMAN FpR PERIOD

oF APPROXIMATELY TWO YEARS WITH RESIDENCE AT COt TRY

CLUB. COULD FURNISH NO ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND INFORMATION

O .HIM. KNEW OF NO VISITROS HR ,HAD AND WERE UNABLE,

TO IDENTIFY PHOTOGRAPH OF SUBJECT, JAMES EARL RAY.

ALL ADVISED NO OTHER EMPLOYEES PRESENTLY AVAILABLE WHO

"WOULD HAVE KNOWN EARL EVERET RAY. P,

ED

MAL >I1.,. NDEXED

FBI SPRNGFLD APR25196 8
FBI-SP tD

FBI SPRNGFLD

FBI ALBANY self
11:48 AM URGENT 4/25/68 PXB

TO DIRECTOR (44-3886), BUFFALO, MEMPHIS (44-1987)

CHICAGO (44-1114), KANSAS CITY, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

FROM ALBANY (44-493) 1P

MURKIN.

RE ALBANY TT, APRIL TWENTYTHREE LAST.

ERNEST THRIFT, WHO HAS BEEN MANAGER ALBANY COUNTRY

CLUB, GUILDERLAND, NY, FOR THREE YEARS, STATES NO

RECORDS KEPT OF OLD EMPLOYEES. ROBERT LA FAVE, MAINTENANCE

ENGINEER, ALBANY COUNTRY CLUB; DUANE SKINNER, FORMER

MANAGER, ALBANY COUNTRY CLUB; CHARLES G. CAMPBELL,

ASSISTANT PRO, ALBANY COUNTRY CLUB, ALL ADVISED RECALLED

EARL EVERET RAY, WHO WAS EMPLOYED AT OLD ALBANY COUNTRY

CLUB THEN LOCATED ALBANY, NY, AS HOUSEMAN FOR PERIOD

OF APPROXIMATELY TWO YEARS WITH RESIDENCE AT COUNTRY

CLUB. COULD FURNISH NO ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND INFORMATION

ON HIM. KNEW OF NO VISITROS HE HAD AND WERE UNABLE

TO IDENTIFY PHOTOGRAPH OF SUBJECT, JAMES EARL RAY.

ALL ADVISED NO OTHER EMPLOYEES PRESENTLY AVAILABLE WHO

WOULD HAVE KNOWN EARL EVERET RAY. P.

END

MAL SEARCHED

SERIALIZED FILED

INDEXED

FBI SPRNGFLD APR 25 1968
FBI-SPRINGFIELD

Rdels and
44-561-290

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



RK'i.A1,ANYr T'I AP,:IL T .jFNTYHr-gFW I.A,.o

FR~NFSTTH>. TF'T, "HO H^'77-?FN yCniU;AL4y fINTRY,
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RFClLfl KF P' nF OLD FVPLnYFF. ,-'f,F L.A.FAVF., MA!N'TFTNANCF

WFN't\'Fv'Pv AL.RANY COnUNT,9Y CLAF? I FLIANF !KNFR', WrOq-MR Y

MANAh ',ALRAN Y¶ COtJNT!1 r CLUB; CHAr LF'c r,. (CAMP;FLL.,

T ~ANT i Pn, PA.xNT (CflVNTR I CL!'', AL Alnj I ' FFv F-CALL!Frn

FAQ4. FVFKF7 i "y ;JHY, P~YPl )YF~ P AT OLI (AL?-AY C")IINTRY t

CLIiP THEN L..flCArFD ALA'A, `'Y, Ac~ HOI.ISItWAn? FOI? P~-iRIOD

4.

CLU COU'LD FUIN I'H Nn A CtllT I'INAL PACKILIR~NO INFORMATION fr

(W, H IM. KNF `; flF NO \/T, ITRnr HF HAD) ANID I~~ ,NA9LF~

Tfl IDVNTTF't PHOTOIGHAPH nF f ',UJFCT, JAMES FAT RAY.

AL.. ADVISFDn NO nTHFr~ WVPLnYF~ FP SFNTIY AVAILIVILF WHO

WOULD W.AvF KNON'd FA L. F'VF":T P~

FN n

SIAR.II INO

F81 -SPRIN,

FBI SPRNGFLO

FBI ALBANY

11:48 AM URGENT 4/25/68 PXR

TO DIRECTOR (44-3886), BUFFALO, MEMPHIS (A4-1987)

CHICAGO (44-1114), KANSAS CITY, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

FROM ALBANY (44-493) 1P

MURKIN.

REVALBANY TT, APRIL TWENTYTHREE LAST.

ERNEST THRIFT, WHO HAS BEEN MANAGER ALBANY COUNTRY,

CLUB, GUILDERLAND, NY, FOR THREE YEARS, STATES NO

RECORDS KEPT OF OLD EMPLOYEES. ROBERT LA FAVE, MAINTENANCE

ENGINEER, ALBANY COUNTRY CLUB: DUANE SKINNER, FORMER

MANAGER, ALBANY COUNTRY CLUB; CHARLES G. CAMPBELL,

ASSISTANT PRO, ALBANY COUNTRY CLUB, ALL ADVISED RECALLED

EARL EVERET RAY, WHO WAS EMPLOYED AT OLD ALRANY COUNTRY

CLUB THEN LOCATED ALBANY, NY, AS HOUSEMAN FOR PERIOD

OF APPROXIMATELY TWO YEARS WITH RESIDENCE AT COUNTRY

CLUB. COULD FURNISH NO ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND INFORMATION

ON HIM. KNEW OF NO VISITROS HE HAD AND WERE UNABLE

TO IDENTIFY PHOTOGRAPH OF/SUBJECT, JAMES EARL RAY.

ALL ADVISED NO OTHER EMPLOYEES PRESENTLY AVAILABLE WHO

WOULD HAVE KNOWN EARL EVERET RAY. P

END

MAL

SEARCHED INDEXED.

FBI SPRNGFLD SERIALIZED.mlFILED ALL

APR251968
FBI--SPRINGFIELD

VAP
44-561-290

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI SPRNGFLD

PBI .MEMPHIS

1156 AM URGENT 4-25-68 MCP

.TO,,KANSAS CITY, SPRINGFIELD, AND CHICAGO

FROM MFMPHIS 44-1987 1 P

MtRKIN.

* THE BUREAU BY TEL APRIL TWENTYFOUR-PAST TO MEMPHIS AND

KANSAS CITY DESIGNATED 00 AS MEMPHIS IN ENTIRE MATTER. REQUEST

MADE OF KANSAS CITY THAT IT SHOULD FORWARD APPROPRIATE COPIES

ALL COMMUNICATIONS IN ITS FILE TO MEMPHIS. MEMPHIS THEREAFTER

.,ILL SUBMIT SUMMARY TO ALL OFRICES SO THAT SUBSEQUENT LOGICAL

INVESTIGATION MAY BE CONDUCTED.

KANSAS CITY, SPRINGFIELD, AND CHICAGO REQUESTED SUBMIT

-APPROPRIATE DATEA CONCERNING RELATIVES INTERVIEWED .ANb LOCATION

RELATIVES IN RESPECTIVE DIVISIONS SO THAT MEMPHIS HAS ALL

PERTINENT INFO FOR ITS SUMMARY.

SUBMIT PRO,MPTLY.

A & D.

P. END.

HAT IS THE WORD IN THE FIRST PARA *.5 LINE AND THE 6 WORD.

'~S 'SEARCHED NDEXED_......
CFF ICES. T SR

GR APR2 51968
I1SPRINGFIE

FBI SPRNGFLD 9

FBI SPRNGFLD

FBI MEMPHIS

1156 AM URGENT 4-25-68 MCP

TO, KANSAS CITY, SPRINGFIELD, AND CHICAGO

FROM MEMPHIS 44-1987 1 P

MURKIN.

THE BUREAU BY TEL APRIL TWENTYFOUR PAST TO MEMPHIS AND

KANSAS CITY DESIGNATED 00 AS MEMPHIS IN ENTIRE MATTER. REQUEST

MADE OF KANSAS CITY THAT IT SHOULD FORWARD APPROPRIATE COPIES

ALL COMMUNICATIONS IN ITS FILE TO MEMPHIS. MEMPHIS THEREAFTER

ILL SUBMIT SUMMARY TO ALL OFFICES so THAT SUBSEQUENT LOGICAL

INVESTIGATION MAY BE CONDUCTED.

KANSAS CITY, SPRINGFIELD, AND CHICAGO REQUESTED SUBMIT

APPROPRIATE DATEA CONCERNING RELATIVES INTERVIEWED AND LOCATION

RELATIVES IN RESPECTIVE DIVISIONS so THAT MEMPHIS HAS ALL

PERTINENT INFO FOR ITS SUMMARY.

SUBMIT PROMPTLY.

A & D.

P. END.

WHAT IS THE WORD IN THE FIRST PARA. 5 LINE AND THE 6 WORD.

SEARCHED INDEXED

OFFICES. TU SERIALIZED meFILE
GDR APR 25 1968

RditsFBI-SPRINGFIELD

FBI SPRNGFLD

44-561-291
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Tnl K(M',A", CITY, `PRIT-FT I V AN1) CHICArE

ROM MFrMPH TS AAi-19a7 1 F

-THF RURFFAU P'Y TFL AF;2IL T'.]F\1TYgrnI9 PAST TO MFMPHIS A~NOi

KA.VAS CITY PIK,"ICNATH' n"t 4S MF Vr'HI') IN FNTIRF MATTFR. PFOIIFST

M4AFF nF~ KA.NcA; CITY THA.T IT `'Ht'Ll w;An)' APPRnlPRIATF~ CnlPIFS

ALL COMM1UNIGATmNc, IN ITS F ILF TO MIFMPHIS. N'FMPHIS THERFAFTFR

ILL SuP.I~r tLMA -Y T(O ALL fFFICW'S ,/ THAT SIJnSFnOIFNT LOGICAL

INVFSTIG,ATInN Y.'Ar IQF CnNi)ICTF:J_.

KANSzAS CITY,~ SPRINGF Ii'LO, AND CHICAM") RFntlFSTFDI SL~nMIT

AYPPPOPRIATF DlATFA CflNCFRN~INc, RFLATIVFS INTFRVIF4FD AND,LOCATTON

WFLATTVFS IN RFrPFCTIVF fIVT)ONS SO THAT MEMPHIS HAS ALL

P,'~TINFNT INFO FOP ITS "-JMMARY.

SV:RMIT PROMPTLY- -V

A D-P

P. FNi.

FBI SPRNGFLD

FRI MEMPHIS

1156 AM URGENT 4-25-68 MCP

TO KANSAS CITY, SPRINGFIELD, AND CHICAGO

FROM MEMPHIS 44-1987 1 P

MURKIN.

THE BUREAU BY TEL APRIL TWENTYFOUR PAST TO MEMPHIS AND

KANSAS CITY DESIGNATED 00 AS MEMPHIS IN ENTIRE MATTER. REQUEST

MADE OF KANSAS CITY THAT IT SHOULD FORWARD APPROPRIATE COPIES

ALL COMMUNICATIONS IN ITS FILE TO MEMPHIS. MEMPHIS THEREAFTER

ILL SUBMIT SUMMARY TO ALL OFFICES so THAT SUBSEQUENT LOGICAL

INVESTIGATION MAY BE CONDUCTED.

KANSAS CITY, SPRINGFIELD, AND CHICAGO REQUESTED SUBMIT

APPROPRIATE DATEA CONCERNING RELATIVES INTERVIEWED AND LOCATION

RELATIVES IN RESPECTIVE DIVISIONS so THAT MEMPHIS HAS ALL

PERTINENT INFO FOR ITS SUMMARY.

SUBMIT PROMPTLY.

A & D.

P. END.

WHAT IS THE WORD IN THE FIRST PARA. 5 LINE AND THE 6 WORD.
SEARCHED INDEXED

OFFICES. TU SERIALIZ FILED
APR 25 1968

GDR FBI-SPRINGFIELD

FBI SPRNGFLD

44-561-291
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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F 8 I

Date: 4-24-68 I

Transccit *.he1oH,_,win1 in
f(Type in plaintextor code)

AIRTEL AIRMAIL I
(Priority)

TO DIRECTOk', FaxI (44-3861

,FROM SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

On the night of 4-24.68, WALTER TERRY RIFE, Quincy,
Illinois was interviewed on a Quincy TV Station re JAMES EARL
RAY, at 6 'P.M. Two telephone calls were later received by wife,
MARY RIFE, at the Virginia Hotel, in which the caller a male negro
voices asked for WALTER "RIFE. MARY stated that RIFE was asleep.
Both times the caller stated "Tell him that we will be seeing
him." The caller then hung up.

The Quincy, Illinois Police Department was contacted,
and the Virginia Hotel and the Quincy PD have requested a teep
be placed by the Telephone Company to locate the caller.

RIFE continues to display a cooperative attitude
with the Bureau concerning MURKITN.

3 - -Bureau (44-38861)
2 - Memphis (44-1987)
2C- Springfield (44-561)
EHD:djk

SEARCHEM.D,,,,,,,.
SERIALIZED,,,,.
INDEXE D ........... c..

Approved: Sent M4 Per
Special Agent in Charge

SD-35 (Rev. 3-22-54)

F 8 1

Date: 4-24-68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL AIRMAIL
Vic

(Priority)

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM : SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

On the night of 4-24-68, WALTER TERRY RIFE, Quincy,Illinois was interviewed on a Quincy TV Station re JAMES EARL
RAY, at 6 P.M. Two telephone calls were later received by wife,
MARY RIFE, at the Virginia Hotel, in which the caller a male negro
voices asked for WALTER RIFE. MARY stated that RIFE was asleep.
Both times the caller stated "Tell him that we will be seeing
him." The caller then hung up.

The Quincy, Illinois Police Department was contacted,
and the Virginia Hotel and the Quincy PD have requested a trap
be placed by the Telephone Company to locate the caller.

RIFE continues to display a cooperative attitude
with the Bureau concerning MURKIN.

3 - Bureau (44-38861)
2 - Memphis (44-1987)
2 - Springfield (44-561)
EHD: djk
(7)

SEARCHED

SERIALIZED

INDEXED

FILED

Davis End
Approved: Sent M Per

Special Agent in Charge

44 - 561 - 292
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



' I

Date: 4-24-68 I

Transmit the following in

AIRTEL AIRMAIL
Via -

(Priority)

TO : DIRECTOx, FBI (44-38861)

FROM SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

On the night of 4-24-68, WALTER TERRY RIFE, Quincy,
Illinois was interviewed on a Quincy TV Station re JAMES..EARL,
RAY, at 6 P.M. Two telephone calls were later received by wife,
MARY RIFE, at the Virginia Hotel, in which the caller a male negro
voice; asked for WALTER RIFE. MARY stated that RIFE was asleep.
Both times the caller stated "Tell him that we will be seeing
him." The caller then hung up.

The Quincy, Illinois Police Department was contacted,
and the Virginia Hotel and the Quincy PD have requested a trap
be placed by the Telephone Company to locate the caller.

RIFE continues to display a cooperative attitude
with the Bureau concerning MURKIN.

3 - Bureau (44-38861)
2 - Memphis (44-1987)

-Springfield (44-561)4HD:fdjk.

SEARCHED.
SERIALIZED.-,,4
IND EXED,.....
FILED.

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge

FD-36 (Rev. $-22-04)

F B I

Date: 4-24-68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL AIRMAIL
Via

(Priority)

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM : SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

On the night of 4-24-68, WALTER TERRY RIFE, Quincy,Illinois was interviewed on a Quincy TV Station re JAMES EARL
RAY, at 6 P.M. Two telephone calls were later received by wife,
MARY RIFE, at the Virginia Hotel, in which the caller a male negro
voiceo asked for WALTER RIFE. MARY stated that RIFE was asleep.
Both times the caller stated "Tell him that we will be seeing
him." The caller then hung up.

The Quincy, Illinois Police Department was contacted,
and the Virginia Hotel and the Quincy PD have requested a trap
be placed by the Telephone Company to locate the caller.

RIFE continues to display a cooperative attitude
with the Bureau concerning MURKIN.

3 - Bureau (44-38861)
2 - Memphis (44-1987)
2) - Springfield (44-561)
EHD:djk
(7)

life/from

SEARCHED

SERIALIZED me
INDEXED

FILED Mt
Roberts WR 1.

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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V

FBI SPRNGFLD

FBI MINNAPLS

1146 AM 4-25-68 URGENT TJJ

TO DIRECTOR, KANSAS CITY, MEMPHIS, ST. LOUIS, AND SPRINGFIELD

FROM MINNEAPOLIS (157-450)

MURKIN. CR.

RE ST. LOUIS TFL APRIL TWENTY-FOUR, LAST.

ROY WILLIS, SIX FIVE ZERO EIGHT FIFTEENTH AVENUE SOUTH,

RICHF IFLD, MINNESOTA, ADVISED HF WAS FORMER POLICE OFFICER

WITH HANNIBAL, MISSOURI PD. WILLIS ADVISED HE VAGUELY RECALLED

JAMES EARL RAY BEING HELD IN HANNIRAL FOR FEDERAL AUTHORITIES.

WILLIS ADVISED HE DID NOT BUY A CAR FROM RAY BUT RAY ASKED

HIM TO SELL IT FOR HIM. WILLIS STATED HF BELIEVES INSTANT

VEHICLE TO HAVE BEEN AN OLD MODEL LINCOLN WHICH HE FINALLY

SOLD SOMETIME AFTER RAY HAD BEEN TRASFERRED TO U. S.

PENITENTIARY, LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS. WILLIS STATED HE BELIEVES

HF WAS TO SELL THE CAR AND FORWARD PROCEEDS FROM SALE TO

SOMEONE, NAME NOT RECALLED, IN QUINCY, ILLINOIS. WILLIS

STATED HE BELIEVUS RAY AT LEAST ONE LETTER TO HIM

FND PAGE ONE
SEARCHED

Dama:

INDEXED!

we
SERIALIZED VALIFEL

Signature
APR 25 1968
FBI-SPRINGFIELD

44.561.293
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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HA 'VITAL,

'.I Silt'F I, Afl h 'PTYC y II..T311 Cs F1h GILfAR PRfl~f I ITTO)NIP

F-Tc . /'
dlTIP Is =TAT :F HP F(' AlI5. ATflH LriFR A5 'F T,!r. 'HITF

t4I.F , ARnt+T .AMF At,F .A At AN l)PFI\+r rHORT A~n 4 STOCKY'

'JTLLTS STATFP HF IS CF>;TAIN THAT c5OMF_ OF THF (OLD-TTPF' f) FI(CFRS

J1L0~. PF- ARLF, TO TfIFNTIKY Qt\TCHF'.1.r,F..

'*)TLLIf_ STAIFr, THAT HF :FFMF TOr ->WCALL_ THAT KAY ~A

FCAL1ROt A n \IFTHI.\G-LIKE' 7:H4-LTF' (,r\:N. ;TLLIc TATF'P HF'

MP 157-450

PAGE TWo

CONCERNING THE SALE OF THE CAR FROM THE U. S. PENITENTIARY,

LEAVENWORTH. WILLIS DOES NOT RECALL TO WHOM INSTANT VEHICLE

WAS SOLD OR HOW THE VEHICLE WAS PAID FOR. WILLIS ADVISED TO

BEST OF HIS RECOLLECTION, RAY, IN NINETEEN FIFTY-FIVE, AS

FRIENDLY WITH A POLICE CHARACTER BY NAME OF BUDDY BATCHELDER

OR BATCHELOR, WHO HAD HAD NUMEROUS ARRESTS BOTH IN HANNIIAL,

MISSOURI, AND QUINCY, ILLINOIS, FOR BURGLARY, PROSTITUTION,

ETC.

WILLIS STATED HE RECALLS BATCHELDER AS BEING WHITF

MALF, ABOUT SAME AGE AS RAY AND BEING SHORT AND STOCKY,

WILLIS STATED HE IS CERTAIN THAT SOME OF THE OLD-TIME OFFICERS

WOULD BE ARLF TO IDENTIFY BATCHELDER.

WILLIS STATED THAT HE SEEMS TO RECALL THAT RAY WAS

FRIENDLY WITH THE OWNER OF ALABI TAVERN, WHOSE NAME WILLIS

RECALLED AS SOMETHING LIKE CHARLIF GUNN WILLIS STATED HF

SEEMS TO RECALL SOME INVESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTED CONCERNING

RAY N. BOXELDER AND A COUPLE OF GIRLS FROM QUINCY.

ST. LOUIS, ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY BATCHELDER WHO REPORTEDLY

WAS IN CUSTODY THE SAME TIME AS RAY AND INTERVIEW HIM FOR

ANY INFORMATION HE MAY HAVE CONCERNING RAY.

END PAGE TWO

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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MP 157-450

PAGE THREE

KANSAS CITY, ASCERTAIN WHETHER OR NOT IT IS POSSIBLE

THROUGH MOTOR VEHICLE DEPARTMENT TO IDENTIFY INSTANT VEHICLE

SOLD BY RAY AND IDENTIFY PURCHASER SO THAT PURCHASER MAY

BE INTERVIEWED WITH VIEW TO LOCATING THE ULTIMATE RECIPIENT

OF THE PROCEEDS OF THIS SALF.

SPRINGFIELD, AT QUINCY, ILLINOIS, ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY

BATCHELDER AND ANY OTHER ASSOCIATES OF RAY.

END

MAL

FBI SPRNGFLD

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FB1 SPRNGFLD

F81 MINNAPLS

1146 AM 4-25-68 URGENT TJJ

TO -DIRECTORY KANSAS CITY, MEMPHIS, ST,.LOUIS. AND SPRINGFIELD

FROM MINNEAPOLIS (157-450)

,MURKIN. CR.

RE ST. LOUIS TEL APRIL TWENTY-FOUR, LAST*

ROY WILLIS, SIX FIVE ZERO EIGHT FIFTEENTH AVENUE 0ySO TH,

RICHFIELD, MINNESOTA, ADVISED HE WAS FORMER POLICE OFFICER

WITH HANNIBAL, MISSOURI PD. WILLIS ADVISED HE VAGUELY RECALLED

JAES EARL RAY .BEING HELD IN HANN18AL FOR FEDERAL AUTHORITIES.

WILLIS ADVISED HE DID NOT BUY A CAR FROM RAY BUT RAY ASKED

HIM TO SELL IT FOR HIM. WILLIS STATED HE BELIEVES 'INSTANT

VEHICLE TO HAVE BEEN AN OLD MODEL LINCOLN WHICH HE FINALLY

SOLD SOMETIME AFTER RAY HAD BEEN TRASFERRED TO U* S*

PENITENTIARY, LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS. WILLIS STATED HE BELIEVES

HE WAS TO SELL THE CAR AND FORWARD PROCEEDS FROM SALE TO

SOMEONE, NAME NOT RECALLED, IN QUINCY, ILLINOIS* WILLIS

STATED HE BELIEVVS RAY WROTE AT LEAST ONE LETTER TO HIM

ND .PAGE ONE

------------------
Y'AR R2 51i968

ZS''FB1-SPINGFELD

FBI SPRNGFLD

5614
FBI MINNAPLS

1146 AM 4-25-68 URGENT TJJ

TO DIRECTOR, KANSAS CITY, MEMPHIS, ST. LOUIS, AND SPRINGFIELD

FROM MINNEAPOLIS (157-450)

MURKIN. CR.

RE ST. LOUIS TEL APRIL TWENTY-FOUR, LAST.

ROY WILLIS, SIX FIVE ZERO EIGHT FIFTEENTH AVENUE SOUTH,

RICHFIELD, MINNESOTA, ADVISED HE WAS FORMER POLICE OFFICER

WITH HANNIBAL, MISSOURI PD. WILLIS ADVISED HE VAGUELY RECALLED

JAMES EARL RAY BEING HELD IN HANNIBAL FOR FEDERAL AUTHORITIES.

WILLIS ADVISED HE DID NOT BUY A CAR FROM RAY BUT RAY ASKED

HIM TO SELL IT FOR HIM. WILLIS STATED HE BELIEVES INSTANT

VEHICLE TO HAVE BEEN AN OLD MODEL LINCOLN WHICH HE FINALLY

SOLD SOMETIME AFTER RAY HAD BEEN TRASFERRED TO U. S.

PENITENTIARY, LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS. WILLIS STATED HE BELIEVES

HE WAS TO SELL THE CAR AND FORWARD PROCEEDS FROM SALE TO

SOMEONE, NAME NOT RECALLED, IN QUINCY, ILLINOIS. WILLIS
STATED HE BELIEVVS RAY WROTE AT LEAST ONE LETTER TO HIM

END PAGE ONE,

44-561-293

QuincyId APR
ARFILED
NV

1968

INDEXED

MVSERIALIZED

SEARCHED.

ONE XEROZ

4/25
COPY MADEWR

25
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LATE
INITIALS Dams End
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'VP IS7-450

PAGE TWO

CONCERNING THE SALE OF THE CAR FROM THE U. S* PENITENTIARY,

LEAVENWORTH. WILLIS DOES NOT RECALL TO WHOM INSTANT VEHICLE

4S'SOLD OR HOW THE VEHICLE WAS PAID FOR* WILLIS ADVISED TO

BEST OF HIS RECOLLECTION, RAY, IN NINETEEN FIFTY-FIVE, WAS

FRIENDLY WITH A POLICE CHARACTER BY NAME OF RUDDY BATCHELDER

CR BATCHELOR, WHO HAD HAD NUMEROUS ARRESTS BOTH IN HANNIIAL,

-MISSOURI, AND GUINCY, ILLINOIS, FOR BURGLARY, PROSTITUTION,

ETC.

WILLIS STATED HE RECALLS 1BATCHELDER AS BEING WHITE'

MALE, ABOUT SAME AGE AS RAY AND BEING SHORT AND STOCKY,

WILLIS STATED HE IS CERTAIN THAT SOME OF THE OLD-TIME OFFICERS

WOULD BE ABLE TO IDENTIFY BATCHELDER.

WILLIS STATED THAY` HE SEEMS TO RECALL THAT RAY WAS

FRIENDLY WITH THE OWNER OF ALABI TAVERN, WHOSE NAME WILLIS

RECALLED AS SOMETHING LIKE CHARLIE GUNN. WILLIS STATED HE

SEEMS TO RECALL SOME INVESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTED CONCERNING

RAY N. BOXELDER AND A COUPLE OF GIRLS FROM QUINCY.

ST* LOUIS, ATTEMPT TO JDENTIFY SATCHELDER WHO REPORTEDLY

WAS IN CUSTODY THE SAME TIME AS RAY AND INTVRVIEW HIM FOR

ANY INFORMATION HE MAY,HAVE'CONCERNING RAY.

END PAGE TWO

MP 157-450

PAGE TW o

CONCERNING THE SALE OF THE CAR FROM THE U. S. PENITENTIARY,

LEAVENWORTH. WILLIS DOES NOT RECALL TO WHOM INSTANT VEHICLE

WAS SOLD OR HOW THE VEHICLE WAS PAID FOR. WILLIS ADVISED TO

BEST OF HIS RECOLLECTION, RAY, IN NINETEEN FIFTY-FIVE, WAS

FRIENDLY WITH A POLICE CHARACTER BY NAME OF BUDDY BATCHELDER

OR BATCHELOR, WHO HAD HAD NUMEROUS ARRESTS BOTH IN HANNIIAL,

MISSOURI, AND QUINCY, ILLINOIS, FOR BURGLARY, PROSTITUTION,

ETC.

WILLIS STATED HE RECALLS BATCHELDER AS BEING WHITE

MALE, ABOUT SAME AGE AS RAY AND BEING SHORT AND STOCKY.

WILLIS STATED HE IS CERTAIN THAT SOME OF THE OLD-TIME OFFICERS

WOULD BE ABLE TO IDENTIFY BATCHELDER.

WILLIS STATED THAT HE SEEMS TO RECALL THAT RAY WAS

FRIENDLY WITH THE OWNER OF ALABI TAVERN, WHOSE NAME WILLIS

RECALLED AS SOMETHING LIKE CHARLIE GUNN. WILLIS STATED HE

SEEMS TO RECALL SOME INVESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTED CONCERNING

RAY N. BOXELDER AND A COUPLE OF GIRLS FROM QUINCY.

ST. LOUIS, ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY BATCHELDER WHO REPORTEDLY

WAS IN CUSTODY THE SAME TIME AS RAY AND INTERVIEW HIM FOR

ANY INFORMATION HE MAY, HAVE CONCERNING RAY.

END PAGE TWO
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PAGE THREE

KANSAS CITY, ASCERTAIN WHETHER OR NOT IT IS POSSISLE

THROUGH MOTOR VEHICLE DEPARTMENT TO IDENTIFY INSTANT VEHICLE

SQLD BY RAY AND IDENTIFY PURCHASER SO THAT PURCHASER MAY

BR INTERVIEWED WITH VIEW TO LOCATING THE ULTIMATE RECIPIENT

OF THE PROCEEDS OF THIS SALE.

SPRINGPIELD., AT QUINCY. ILLINOIS, ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY

BATCHELDER AND ANY OTHER ASSOCIATES OF RAY.

FNDA

MAL

FBI SPRNGFLD

X
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MP 157-450

PAGE THREE

KANSAS CITY, ASCERTAIN WHETHER OR NOT IT IS POSSIBLE

THROUGH MOTOR VEHICLE DEPARTMENT TO IDENTIFY INSTANT VEHICLE

SOLD BY RAY AND IDENTIFY PURCHASER so THAT PURCHASER MAY

BF INTERVIEWED WITH VIEW TO LOCATING THE ULTIMATE RECIPIENT

OF THE PROCEEDS OF THIS SALE.

SPRINGFIELD, AT QUINCY, ILLINOIS, ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY

BATCHELDER AND ANY OTHER ASSOCIATES OF RAY.

END
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FBI SPRNGFLD
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1146 AM 4-25-68 URGENT IJJ

TO DIRECTOR, KANSAS CITY, MEMPHIS, ST. LOUIS, AND SPRINGFIELD

FROM MINNEAPOLIS (157-450)

MURKIN. CR.

RF ST. LOUIS TEL APRIL TWENTY-FOUR, LAST.

ROY WILLIS, SIX FIVE ZERO EIGHT FIFTEENTH AVENUE SOUTH,

RICHFIELD, MINNESOTA, ADVISED HE WAS FORMER POLICE OFFICER

WITH HANNIBAL, MISSOURI PD. WILLIS ADVISED HE VAGUELY RECALLED

JAMES EARL RAY BEING HELD IN HANNIRAL FOR FEDERAL AUTHORITIES.

HILLIS ADVISED HE DID NOT BUY A CAR FROM RAY BUT RAY ASKED

HIM TO SELL IT FOR HIM. WILLIS STATED HE BELIEVES INSTANT

VEHICLE TO HAVE BEEN AN OLD MODEL LINCOLN WHICH HE FINALLY

SOLD SOMETIME AFTER RAY HAD BEEN TRASFERRED TO 11. S.

PENITENTIARY, LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS. WILLIS STATED HE BELIEVES

HE WAS TO SELL THE CAR AND FORWARD PROCEEDS FROM SALE TO

SOMEONE, NAME NOT RECALLED, IN QUINCY, ILLINOIS. WILLIS

STATE HE BELIEVUS RAY WROTE AT LEAST ONE LETTER TO HIM

END PAGE ONE
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PAGE THO

CONCERNING THE SALE OF THE CAR FROM THE U. S. PENITENTIARY,

LEAVENYORTH. WILLIS DOES NOT RECALL TO WHOM INSTANT VEHICLE

WAS SOLD OR HOM THE VEHICLE WAS PAID FOR. WILLIS ADVISED TO

BEST OF HIS RECOLLECTION, RAY, IN NINETEEN PIRTY-FIVE, WAS

FRIENDLY WITH A POLICE CHARACTER BY NAME OF BUDDY BATCHELDER

OR BATCHELOR, WHO HAD HAD NUMEROUS ARRESTS BOTH IN HANNITAL,

MISSOURI, AND QUINCY, ILLINOIS, FOR BURGLARY, PROSTITUTION,

ETC.

WILLIS STATED HE RECALLS BATCHELDER AS BEING WHITE

MALE, ABOUT SAME AGE AS RAY AND BEING SHORT AND STOCKY.

WILLIS STATED HE IS CERTAIN THAT SOME OF THE OLD-TIME OFFICERS

WOULD BE ABLE TO IDENTIFY BATCHELDER.

WILLIS STATED THAT HE SEEMS TO RECALL THAT RAY WAS

FRIENDLY WITH THE OWNER OF ALABI TAVERN, WHOSE NAME WILLIS

RECALLED AS SOMETHING LIKE CHARLIE GUNN. WILLIS STATED HE

SEEMS TO RECALL SOME INVESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTED CONCERNING

RAY N. BOXELDER AND A COUPLE OF GIRLS FROM QUINCY.

ST. LOUIS, ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY BATCHFLDER WHO REPORTEDLY

WAS IN CUSTODY THE SAME TIME AS RAY AND INTERVIEW HIM FOR

ANY INFORMATION HE MAY HAVE CONCERNING RAY.

END PAGE TWO
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PAGE THREE

KANSAS CITY, ASCERTAIN WHETHER OR NOT IT IS POSSIBLE

THROUGH MOTOR VEHICLE DEPARTMENT TO IDENTIFY INSTANT VEHICLE

SOLD BY RAY AND IDENTIFY PURCHASER SO THAT PURCHASER MAY

BE INTERVIEWED WITH VIEW TO LOCATING THE ULTIMATE RECIPIENT

THE PROCEEDS OF THIS SALE.

SPRINGFIELD, AT QUINCY, ILLINOIS, ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY

PATCHELDER AND ANY OTHER ASSOCIATES OF RAY.

END

VAL
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
To :'SAC, SPRINGFIELD DATE: 4/23/68

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN
CR

(00 Memphis)

Inspector N. E. ZACHARY, Memphis PD, has been
contacted by an individual at Memphis who possesses yearbooks
for the years 1940-1943 of the Eldorado Township High
School, Eldorado, Ill. These yearbooks contain photographs
of one JAMES RAY, who may or may not be identical with the
subject.

LEAD:

SPRINGFIELD DIVISION

AT ELDORADO, ILL.

Determine if the subject RAY attended the Eldorado
Township High School and obtain all pertinent background
information.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

2 - Springfield
1 - Kansas City (Info) s 3 txA
1 - Memphis SERL i,I (P
JCH:mnr APR25.1968

(4)

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds.Regularly oni the -PayrollSavins la

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (4) CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC, SPRINGFIELD DATE: 4/23/68

FROM SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN
CR

(00 Memphis)

Inspector N. E. ZACHARY, Memphis PD, has been
contacted by an individual at Memphis who possesses yearbooks
for the years 1940-1943 of the Eldorado Township High
School, Eldorado, Ill. These yearbooks contain photographs
of one JAMES RAY, who may or may not be identical with the
subject.
LEAD:

SPRINGFIELD DIVISION

AT ELDORADO, ILL.

Determine if the subject RAY attended the Eldorado
Township High School and obtain all pertinent background
information.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

2 - Springfield
1 - Kansas City (Info) SEAKO ) INDEXED

1 - Memphis SERIALIZID MrFILTE

JCH:mnr APR 25 1968
(4)

Roberts
For SPRINGFL__D

as 0-561-294
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

5010-108
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SAC, SPRINGFIELD 4/23/68

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

MURKIN
CR

(OO) Memphis)

Inspector N. E. ZACHARY, Metaphis PD, has been
contacted by an individual at Memphis who possesses yearbooke
for the years 1940-1943 of the Eldorado Township High
School, Eldorado, Ill. These yearbooks contain photographs
of one JAMS RAY, who may or may not be identical with the
subject.

LEAD:

SPRINGFIELD DIVISION

AT ELDORADO, ILL.

Determine if the subject RAY attended the Eldorado
Township High School and obtain all pertinent background
information.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

2 - Springfield
1 - Kansas City (Info)
1 - Memphis
JCH:mnr
(4)

SAC, SPRINGFIELD 4/23/68

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

MURKIN
CR

(00 Memphis)

Inspector N. E. ZACHARY, Memphis PD, has been
contacted by an individual at Memphis who possesses yearbooksfor the years 1940-1943 of the Eldorado Township High
School, Eldorado, Ill. These yearbooks contain photographs
of one JAMES RAY, who may or may not be identical with the
subject.

LEAD:

SPRINGFIELD DIVISION

AT ELDORADO, ILL.

Determine if the subject RAY attended the Eldorado
Township High School and obtain all pertinent background
information.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

2 - Springfield
1 - Kansas City (Info) 441-561
1 - Memphis
JCH:mnr mgs(4) APR25 1968

Bortner
PRINGFIELD

Eldorado
assinged.,ToGingerLeAd

BORTNER RuB
Citseagent
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
To : SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) DATE: 4/25/68

FROM : SA WILLIAM ROBERTS, III, -.P

SUBJECT: MURKIN
CIVIL RIGHTS

Re Minneapolis teletype to Springfield #25/68.

Upon receipt of re teletype, writer advised SA
ELYON H. DAVIS, Quincy RA, and he advised that the individual
referred to from the Quincy area who allegedly was an
associate of subject JAMES EARL RAY is BUCKY BATCHELDER.
SA DAVIS advised that BATCHELDER was well known in the
Springfield Division, and is currently serving sentence
for murder in Menard State Penitentiary. A review of
Springfield indices by writer reflected the following
concerning MILTON DEAN BATCHELDER, aka Bucky:

Race White
Sex Male
DOB 4/25/32
POB Quincy, Illinois.

There are numerous references to BATCHELDER in
the Springfield indices.

Pursuant to re teletype, it is requested that
BATCHELDER be interviewed at Menard State Prison, Ill.,
concerning knowledge of subject RAY and associates.

Sp ingfield (44-561)
: enStARc w0... INDEXED

SSRALt2D . ILED

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the PayrollSavings Plan

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSAFPMR (4) CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) DATE: 4/25/68

FROM : SA WILLIAM ROBERTS, III - P -

SUBJECT: MURKIN
CIVIL RIGHTS

Re Minneapolis teletype to Springfield 2/25/68.
Upon receipt of re teletype, writer advised SA

ELYON H. DAVIS, Quincy RA, and he advised that the individual
referred to from the Quincy area who allegedly was an
associate of subject JAMES EARL RAY is BUCKY BATCHELDER.
SA DAVIS advised that BATCHELDER was well known in the
Springfield Division, and is currently serving sentence
for murder in Menard State Penitentiary. A review of
Springfield indices by writer reflected the following
concerning MILTON DEAN BATCHELDER, aka Bucky:

Race White
Sex Male
DOB 4/25/32
POB Quincy, Illinois.
There are numerous references to BATCHELDER in

the Springfield indices.

Pursuant to re teletype, it is requested that
BATCHELDER be interviewed at Menard State Prison, Ill.,
concerning knowledge of subject RAY and associates.

Ill9/7/20
man

Ear

Inge

Springfield (44-561) per11/25/66
Warmpb

WR:mpb

manard
SEARCHED. INDEXED

SERIALIZED mtFILED.m
ld. APR2S 1968

FEH. SPRINGFIELD

standing
CARPENDELLEGAN

44-561-295
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

5010-108
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SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) 4/25/68

SA WILLIAM ROBERTS, III - P

MURKIN
CIVIL RIGHTS

Re Minneapolis teletype to Springfield 2/25/68.

Upon receipt of re teletype, writer advised SA
ELYON Jr. DAVIS, Quincy RA and he advised that the individual
referred to from the Quincy area who allegedly was an
associate of subject JAMES EARL RAY Is BUCKY BATCHELDER.
SA DAVIS advised that BATCHLDER was well known in the
Springfield Division, and is currently serving sentence
for murder in Menard State Penitentiary. A review of
Springfield indices by writer reflected the following
concerning MILTON DEAN BATCHELDER, aka Bucky:

Race White
Sex Male
DOB 4/25/32
POB Quincy, Illinois.

There are numerous references to BATCHELDER in
the Springfield indices.

Pursuant to re teletype, it is requested that
BATCHELDER be interviewed at Menard State Prison, Ill.,
concerning knowledge of subject RAY and associates.

'2 . Springfield (44-561)
'AR:mpb
(2)

F81 i SPRINGPELO

41

SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) 4/25/68

SA WILLIAM ROBERTS, III - P -

MURKIN
CIVIL RIGHTS

Re Minneapolis teletype to Springfield 2/25/68.

Upon receipt of re teletype, writer advised SA
ELYON H. DAVIS, Quincy RA, and he advised that the individual
referred to from the Quincy area who allegedly was an
associate of subject JAMES EARL RAY is BUCKY BATCHELDER.
SA DAVIS advised that BATCHELDER was well known in the
Springfield Division, and is currently serving sentence
for murder in Menard State Penitentiary. A review of
Springfield indices by writer reflected the following
concerning MILTON DEAN BATCHELDER, aka Bucky:

Race White
Sex Male
DOB 4/25/32
POB Quincy, Illinois.
There are numerous references to BATCHELDER in

the Springfield indices.

Pursuant to re teletype, it is requested that
BATCHELDER be interviewed at Menard State Prison, Ill.,
concerning knowledge of subject RAY and associates.

2 - Springfield (44-561)
WR:mpb
(2) SEARCHED INDEXED

SERIALIZED MYFILED
APR25 1968

F81* SPRINGFIELD

1988
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OPTONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY MU EDTION
GSA FPMR (4 CM) 01.0

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT N

Memorandum ,A

To FILE (44-561) DATE: 5 4-25-68

FROM ASAC SULLIVAN o

SUBJECr: MURKIN

Reference is made to memo of VI ENT T. HARTNETT,
4-24-68, concerning a telephone call fr Inspector THOMAS
E. BISHOP, 80G.

On thi dat Mrs. ADER of Lexington,
Illinois, te phone 3 9 365-3148, elep o 1ly contacted the
office concerning this matter. M s. STRADER, who sounded
considerably upset emotionally, dvised she expected her
husband to return home from Detr it sometime late this afternoon
and wanted to know whether or n t we would assure that his
identity would be protected in egard to any information
provided to us concerning the M KIN case. Mrs. STRADER also
asked what kind of protection we could give to her husband
who felt his life was in danger.

Mrs. STRADER was advised that any information
furnished to this Bureau in confidence would certainly be
protected but that we were in no .position to physically guard
her husband and -if he felt his life was in danger this was
a matter he should take up with local authorities, however,
we were desirous of interviewing him concerning any valuable
information he might have in regard to this case and would do
so at his convenience upon his arrival. Mrs. STRADER advised
she would have her husband contact the office upon his arrival
at Lexington, Illinois. She was also furnished the name of the
SRA at Bloomington and of the whereabouts of our office there.

Mrs. STRADER stated she and her husband were passing
through Memphis at the time MARTIN LUTHER KING was slain. Her
hsband allegedly overheard a conversation among five individuals
one of whom he claims resembles the published photograph of RAY,
the subject, in this case, in which they talked about the killing.
Subsequently, last Sunday night their car was broken into and
on Monday he claims he was followed from Lexington to Detroit
by a tan Chevrolet, the registration number of which he was
unable to obtain. This car contained two individuals whom

DTS:VLS
2 SERALIED .INDEED

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the PayrollSavings Plan

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10

MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41CFR) 901-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : FILE (44-561) 91'qb DATE:3 4-25-68

ASAC SULLIVAN
H.

2340FROM :

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Reference is made to memo of VINCENT T. HARTNETT,
4-24-68, concerning a telephone call from Inspector THOMAS
E. BISHOP, SOG.

On this date Mrs ROBERT STRADER of Lexington,4/25 NCIC negative
4/20/68,

300/003Illinois, telephone 309 365-3148, telephonically contacted the
office concerning this matter. Mrs. STRADER, who sounded
considerably upset emotionally, advised she expected her
husband to return home from Detroit sometime late this afternoon
and wanted to know whether or not we would assure that his
identity would be protected in regard to any information
provided to us concerning the MURKIN case, Mrs. STRADER also
asked what kind of protection we could give to her husband
who felt his life was in danger.

Mrs. STRADER was advised that any information
furnished to this Bureau in confidence would certainly be
protected but that we were in no position to physically guard
her husband and if he felt his life was in danger this was
a matter he should take up with local authorities, however,
we were desirous of interviewing him concerning any valuable
information he might have in regard to this case and would do
so at his convenience upon his arrival. Mrs. STRADER advised
she would have her husband contact the office upon his arrival
at Lexington, Illinois. She was also furnished the name of the
SRA at Bloomington and of the whereabouts of our office there.

Mrs. STRADER stated she and her husband were passing
through Memphis at the time MARTIN LUTHER KING was slain. Her
hsband allegedly overheard a conversation among five individuals
one of whom he claims resembles the published photograph of RAY,the subject, in this case, in which they talked about the killing.
Subsequently, last Sunday night their car was broken into and
on Monday he claims he was followed from Lexington to Detroit
by a tan Chevrolet, the registration number of which he was
unable to obtain. This car contained two individuals whom

DTS:VLS

SA

2 SEARCHED INDEXED

SERIALIZED FILED.

APR25 1968
For SPRINGFIELD

Sullevan TAY
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

5010-108 44-561-296
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SI 44-561

he did not recognize and at a rest stop these men took a shot
at him but did not hit him because he "hit the ground". He
now fears he is in grave danger for his personal safety because
he has information about the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KIND.

Mrs. STRADER was advised immediately upon her husband's
return she should contact this office and we would set up a
mutually agreeable time and place during which we could interview
her husband concerning this matter.

SA ARTHUR LEE WOODS was alerted to this situation
telephonically. WOODS, through a quick check of the telephone
directory, identified Mrs. STRADER as possibly VIRGINIA STRADER
who resides with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. E. P. CARMICHAEL at
Route 2, Lexington, Illinois. He believes ROBERT STRADER may
have been the subject of some old ITSMV cases and these
references are being.reviewed prior to the interview.

ADDENDUM: On 4/30/68 SA WOODS contacted Mrs. STRADER to ascertain
DTS:vr whether or not ROBERT STRADER has returned toLexington,
4/30/68 Illinois. Mrs. STRADER advised STRADER returned

Friday night but they did not contact the office
inasmuch as he was allegedly followed from about a mile north
of home and was fearful that someone would do harm to him.
On Friday night he got into a controversy with his mother-in-law,
was run off the property, and his current whereabouts are unknown.
STRADER continues to contact his wife but will not furnish
his whereabouts since the family is on a party line and he is fearful
for his personal safety. This is for information in the event
Bureau cals; however, it is to be noted ASAC contacted JAMES
BLAND, #1 Man, Crime Records on 4/29/68 concerning this matter
and Mr. BLAND advised the Bureau was not running a tickler
on the information provided by STERN of NBC, Washington,
but had merely passed it on for our investigative assistance.

SI 44-561

he did not recognize and at a rest stop these men took a shot
at him but did not hit him because he "hit the ground". He
now fears he is in grave danger for his personal safety because
he has information about the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KING.

Mrs. STRADER was advised immediately upon her husband's
return she should contact this office and we would set up a
mutually agreeable time and place during which we could interview
her husband concerning this matter.

SA ARTHUR LEE WOODS was alerted to this situation
telephonically. WOODS, through a quick check of the telephone
directory, identified Mrs. STRADER as possibly VIRGINIA STRADER
who resides with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. E. P. CARMICHAEL at
Route 2, Lexington, Illinois. He believes ROBERT STRADER may
have been the subject of some old ITSMV cases and these
references are being reviewed prior to the interview.

ADDENDUM: On 4/30/68 SA WOODS contacted Mrs. STRADER to ascertain
DTS:vr whether or not ROBERT STRADER has returned toLexington,
4/30/68 Illinois. Mrs. STRADER advised STRADER returned

Friday night but they did not contact the office
inasmuch as he was allegedly followed from about a mile north
of home and was fearful that someone would do harm to him.
On Friday night he got into a controversy with his mother-in-law,
was run off the property, and his current whereabouts are unknown.
STRADER continues to contact his wife but will not furnish
his whereabouts since the family is on a party line and he is fearful
for his personal safety. This is for information in the event
Bureau calls; however, it is to be noted ASAC contacted JAMES

BLAND, #1 Man, Crime Records on 4/29/68 concerning this matter
and Mr. BLAND advised the Bureau was not running a tickler
on the information provided by STERN of NBC, Washington,
but had merely passed it on for our investigative assistance.
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'FILE (44-561) 4-25-'68

ASAC, SULLIVAN

MURKIN

Reference is made to memo of VINCENT T. HARTNET!,
4-24-68, concerning a telephone call Ifrom Inspector THOMAS
E. BISHOP, SOG.

On this date Mrs. R-bdu? STRADER of Lexington,
Illinois, telephone 309 365-3148, telephonically contacted the
office concerning this matter. Mrs. STRADER, who sounded
considerably upset emotionally, advised she expected her
husband to return home from Detroit sometime late this afternoon
and wanted to know whether or not we would assure that his
Identity would be protected in regard to any information
provided to us concerning the MURKIN case. Mrs. STRADER also
asked what kind of protection we could tive to her husband
who felt his life was in danger.

Mrs. STRADER was advised that any information
furnished to this Bureau in confidence would certainly be
protected but that we were in o position to physically guard
her husband .and if he felt his life was in danger this was
a matter he should take 14p with local authorities, however,
we were desirous of interviewing him concerning any valuable
information he might have in xegard to this case and would do
so at his convenience upon his arrival. Mrs. STRADER advised
she would have her husband contact the office upon .his arrival
at Lexington, Illinois. She was also furnished the name of the
SRA at Bloomington and of the whereabouts of our office there,

Yrs. STRADER stated she and her husband were passing
through Memphis-at the time MARTIN LUTHER KING was slain, Her
hsband allegedly overheard a conversation among five individuals
one of whom he claims resembles the published photograph of RAY,
the subject, in this case, in which they talked about the killing.
Subsequently, last Sunday night their car was broken into and
on Monday he claims he was followed from Lexington to Detroit
by a tan Chevrolet, the registration number of which he was
unable to obtain. This car cor-ttined two individuals whom

DTS:VLS
2

APR2519
Fl'I--P~N~rEL ,,,A

FILE (44-561) 4-25-68

ASAC SULLIVAN

MURKIN

Reference is made to memo of VINCENT T. HARTNETT,
4-24-68, concerning a telephone call from Inspector THOMAS
E. BISHOP, SOG.

On this date Mrs. FOBART STRADER of Lexington,Illinois, telephone 309 365-3143, telephonically contacted theoffice concerning this matter. Mrs. STRADER, who sounded
considerably upset emotionally, advised she expected her
husband to return home from Detroit sometime late this afternoon
and wanted to know whether or not we would assure that his
identity would be protected in regard to any information
provided to us concerning the MURKIN case. Mrs. STRADER also
asked what kind of protection we could give to her husband
who felt his life was in danger.

Mrs. STRADER was advised that any information
furnished to this Bureau in confidence would certainly be
protected but that we were in no position to physically guardher husband and if he felt his life was in danger this was
a matter he should take up with local authorities, however,
we were desirous of interviewing him concerning any valuable
information he might have in regard to this case and would do
so at his convenience upon his arrival. Mrs. STRADER advised
she would have her husband contact the office upon his arrivalat Lexington, Illinois. She was also furnished the name of the
SRA at Bloomington and of the whereabouts of our office there.

Mrs. STRADER stated she and her husband were passing
through Memphis at the time MARTIN LUTHER KING was slain. Her
haband allegedly overheard a conversation among five individuals
one of whom he claims resembles the published photograph of RAY,the subject, in this case, in which they talked about the killing.
Subsequently, last Sunday night their car was broken into and
on Monday he claims he was followed from Lexington to Detroit
by a tan Chevrolet, the registration number of which he was
unable to obtain. This car contained two individuals whom

DTS:VLS
SEARCHED2 INDEXED

SERIALIZED FILED

APR251968
FBI SPRINGFIELD

AR
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SI 44-561

he did not recognize and at a rest stop these men took a shot
at him but did not hit him because he "hit the ground". He
now tears he is in grave danger for his personal safety because
he has information about the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KIND.

Mrs. STRADER was advised Immediately upon her husband's
return she should contact this office and we would set up a
mutually agreeable time and place during which we could interview
her husband concerning this matter,

SA ARTHUR LEE WOODS was alerted to this situation
telephonically. WOODS, through a quick check of the telephone
directory, identified Mrs. STRADER as possibly VIRGINIA STRADER
who resides with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. E. P. CARMICHAEL At
Route 2, Lexington, Illinois. He believes ROBERT STRADER may
have been the subject of some old ITSMV cases and these
references are being reviewed prior to the interview.

SI 44-561

he did not recognize and at a rest stop these men took a shot
at him but did not hit him because he "hit the ground", He
now fears he is in grave danger for his personal safety because
he has information about the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KING.

Mrs. STRADER was advised immediately upon her husband's
return she should contact this office and we would set up a
mutually agreeable time and place during which we could interview
her husband concerning this matter.

SA ARTHUR LEE WOODS was alerted to this situation
telephonically. WOODS, through a quick check of the telephone
directory, identified Mrs. STRADER as possibly VIRGINIA STRADER
who resides with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. E. P. CARMICHAEL at
Route 2, Lexington, Illinois. He believes ROBERT STRADER may
have been the subject of some old ITSMV cases and these
references are being reviewed prior to the interview.
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