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subject: MORKIN 44-561- 26-2900
26-22413

Re Springfield Mirtel to Bureau, s/x/us.
CONCERNING KIN
PLUT 71967

conducted at nation Rouge and
Origans, 1. during the period of 5/1 - B/US, to locate

HAYMOND STARKS, STARME was located and interviewed on**which time he furnished the
failuring international

STARK is a make Design LA., save
is currently associated in business partnership with
BARNING a Orland of the Earnent c. Dennell tonstruction
Q., at Banking Springs, in. Donham is located mind
wilds distant from naton Rouge, La.

STARK is well acquitated in Denham Springs and
nearly all of businesses that community

instuding those who reportedly
Klaip mad who are considered to be starting

STARSIS was the Donham Springs in the of
1007, at which time theire wear considerable recial strife
taking place, including marchan by Negatograups and opposition
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being presented to theme marches by those individuals with
strong angregation beliefs. STATES stated that be himselfin a liberal in his when towards Negrate and that be didnot participate in any of the activities that took place in
Donham Springs in the of 1967. life'stated, however,that he did frequently converse with individuals where to
considered to of the Eu Elect Nan, these personshaving been individuals that he gree up with in Demboss
Springs.

STARKS stated that at - time during this parteddie may information- to his attention that there werein Springs, La., or for Babon House,14. who more taking sip a collection tountain money to have
MARTER LETHER KING, assigninated. STATES does notremil of having hasard the name of KING even montidned
during the Human will 1987, ner does he recall any information
which would indicate there was a plot to kill any particular
Negro ear any individual of any rece for that matter.

STARKS is against violance and 11 any informationsuch and a plot to hill had- to his attention,be would promptly motify an appropriate laini enforcement
agency.

Euroing the Fall of 397, Fecalia that anindividual agreequentlyI to him As STRAINER
Appeared M the Earnest c. Despell Company inHome Springs miling claim to MARKET that his
could obtain considerable financing from a familyin Mami, Fla. Income interested in STRABER'S
proposities and ordered to accompany BREADER to
Mismi, Fix wideh be did and at which time has and STRADERnot with n Mr. and Mrs. SINPIRO, rt developed, hoseverthat STRATES did not previously lovem the SKAPIMA familyand further that STRAINER natually had- contacts DE was notina position to cirtain financing flow the Construction
Company

It was during the trip to Miami, Fla., that
STARKS realized that STRAWER had an applicant mental prelates.

2
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STARKS recalled that while staying in metels in Flx, STRADER
at times be-same most irrational and envisored that he was
being followed by Federal Agents.

After the Florida trip, centified to hang
around the Donnell Company is Benham Springs, in. at which
time wife was also present, In SPARKS opinion,wife is also All igrational present.

daI occasion, STRATER the was deduits- workfor the Donnell Company, took personally easned
vehicle with the persission of STANDS on a business trip.wife accompanded STRADKR on this trip and theydid not return - scheduled. The which- subsequently
located in Missionippi in an abandened position. Also at
States time, ******* and discovered that
STRATER hadstolen- property from the company, such-a partistable electric a brief case fall of valuable
engineering fittings, a telephone exedit ward and
mincellanious items. Also taken from the STATES vehicle
with a se Police Special Revolver which water * santinental
keepenke which had board given to by lide father.

The these of these Abone reported to base
enfiresment agencies but subsequently decided
not to press charges: The revolver has- been recoveral
by STARNS amit be does- presently Inspect 100 whereshoots,

STARNS before from HOME unrecalled MONTER several
months age that STRARES wither was or the presently confirmedto a montal institution. theI not wegn minuslateFall of 1967.

STRAPER was a braggart by nature, frequently
announced his stringsity towards Nogress but was never known
to STANDS to have specifically metioned MARTIN LUTHER KING
OF any other particular Neure. STRADER frequently hanggedthat be had contacts with the underworld but nerver specifically
mentioned Bayona byI

STARMS concluded that be in as a less to explain
why 11 is alleged that hair possessed information essaring

3
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plot to raine money to kill MARTER KING. stated that
he milted to cooperate fully with the FBI, which agency has
admires considerably and that 11 any further recellection
emooring the- of 1967 in Springs-w
him, he would promptly service the New Orleans office.

STARM described SERARES- a white male, 6'2" tall,36 years of age processing blond wavy hair.
Summer of 1967. STARM personally essed a 1987 Olderobile,

white over black. boaring Texas license KLX or KLE 401.

New Orlesse indices contained - Identifiablein the- of MYPOSD

"
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5/10/68

AIRTEL AIRMAIL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38881)

FROM SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-10873) (P)

SUBJECT: MORKIN

Be Springfield airtel to Bureau, 8/1/88.

INVESTIGATION CONCERNING ROUNET HOOD STRAPER MBC ALLEOND KING
PEOT III BASON Heads, LOUISMANS THE 1967.

Investigation was conducted at nixon Rouge and
Text Orleans, La., during the period of 5/7 - 8/68, to locate
RAYMOND HENRY STARDS. STATES was located and interviewed on
5/9/88, in New Orlgans, M., st which time he furnished the
following information:

STARNS is a mitive of Dentals Springs, M., and
in currently associated in a business partnership with
EARNEST c. DONNELL, Owner of the Earnest C. Donnell Construction
@.. at Banham Springs, La. Denham Springs is located nine
miles distant from Baton Rouge, La.

STARTE is wall acquainted in Zenham Springs and
known notrily all of the bandinesses in that community
including those who Are reportedly member's of the In King
Klan and who are considered to be strong segragationists.

STARES was in Denham Springs in the of
1987, at which time there was considerable recial strife
taking place, including warehas by Negrorgroups and opposition
3 - Bureau- Memphis2 - Springfield
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being presented to these mirches by them individuals with
strong segregation beliefs. STARKS stated that be himselfis a liberal in him view towards Negrees and that he did
not participate in any of the activities that took place in

Springe in the Samuel 1997, stated, housever,that he eid frequently converse with individuals whom his
considered to Inc members of the In Elex Klas, these persons
having been individuals that but gree up with in Denham
Springs. I stated that at - time during this perioddid any information- to his attention there-
businesses in Demican Springs, La., - in Rates Houge,

who up a collection todatada money $ have
MARTER KING, assessinated. does notmeal of having heard the KING neationed
during the/ of 1007, nex does he receiv many information
which would indicate than was * plot to kill any particular
Negre or any individual of many race Bürthat matter.

STARMS in against violence and Lif and internationsuch as a plot to and late attention,be would promptly mosify- appropriate law -
agrees.

Thering the mill of 37, STATES remails that an
individual subsequently International to his STRABER

the Earnest c. Denne11 Construction Company fas
eladam to EARNING that he

would obtain financing Coiple a familyin Fills, Income interested in STREET'S
and ordered THE to acciantally STRADER to
which be did and at which time In and STRANGE

and It developed, however,did positously hund the SEAFIER finallyfurther that STRAINER actually or was not
190 prediction toobtain financing Dannell Instruction
Company.

n was during trip to Fia that
realized that ATTACHED had as apparent metal problem.

3
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STARKS recalled that while staying in notels in Fla, STRAPER
at time because mount irrational and envisioned that he was
baing fellowed by Federal Agents.

After the Florida trip, STRADER continued to hang
around the Bonell Company in Decision Springs, at white
state STRAURH'S wife wis also present, In STARKS opinion,
STRAMER'S wife is also an irrational persons,

an one occasion, STRAINER who was doing some work
for the Dennell Company, took STARMB' personally extend
vehicle with the permission of - a business trip.
STRAINER'S wife VERATION - this trip And theydid DOE return as scheduled. The vehicle- extrequently
located in in as shandoned position. Also at
this- time, STATES and EARNEST DUNNELL discovered that
STRABER hadstelenI preperty from the company, such site
a portable electric a brief- full of valuable
engineering fittings, a telephone credit card and ether

incellsarius items. Also taken from the STARKS vehicle- # .38 Police Special Revelver which were a wentimental
heapsike which had been given to- by hits dakhar.

The theft of theme items was reparted to las
enforcement Agencies but extenquently decided
not the press charges. The revelver - been recovered
by MARK and be does mot presently Impaire Miss sharembouts.

STADES heard fromI maracalled starce noremal
that EXPAREM withhoor or Am presently confined

to a montal institution. No has not méetsSTRATE since
late Fall at 1987.

STRATER with # braggart tay mature, trequently
associated his spiminity towards Negrans heart was
to STARNER to have specifically mentioned LOTIER KIN
or may other particular where. frequently bragged
that be had contacts with the underworld but never specifically
mational anything by-

STATES continded that he is wt a lease to explain
why # in alleged that hasI internation equaring

3
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a plot to ráisemoney to kill MARTIN KING. The stated that
he wanted to cooperate fully with the EBI, which agency be
admires considerably and that if any further recollection
concerning the Summer of 1987 in Bentana Springs came. to
him, be would promptly advise the New Orleans Office.

STAINS described STRADER as. a white male, 6'2" tall,36 years of age and possessing blend wavy hair. Duringthe Summer of 1967, STARTS personally owned a 1967 Oldsmobile,white over black, bearing Texas license KLX or KLI 491.

New Orleans indices contained no identifiable
information in the name of RAYMOND HENRY STARMS or ROBERT
HOOD STRADER.
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Confidential source, whose reliability has
not been established, advised that he was received in
the Missouri State Penitentiary during September, 1965,
and was immediately placed in quarantine for a thirty-day
observation period which is required of all new prisoners
and thereafter he was assigned to Cell 188, Tier #8,
J-Hall, and scheduled to work in the carpenter shop.
In this connection, the source stated that there is
only one inmate to a cell and that the Missouri State
Penitentiary has five halls within the prison wall which
house prisoners.

The source said that while in J. Hall, during
November, 1965, he first became acquainted with JAMES
EARL RAY, who was already assigned to J Hall and who
worked daily in J Hall as a "Walk Boy." The source
explained that the duties of JAMES EARL RAY as a "Walk
Boy" were to take orders for cigarettes,.gum, candy, etc.,
which could be purchased within the prison and to bring
hot water for shaving and instant coffee to the inmates.
The source added that JAMES EARL RAY was the only "Wall
Boy" in J Hall and further that he was free to contact
any inmate and could move throughout the hall freely.
He pointed out that this was RAY's only duty in the
hall and that he could remain inside during working
hours, having no other assignments.

The source said that his first conversation
with RAY took place when RAY observed him reading a
Birmingham, Alabama "Post-Herald" newspaper which he had
a subscription to while in prison. The source advised
that RAY asked him on this occasion if he was from the
State of Alabama to which he replied he was from Walker
County, Alabama. RAY said to the source that he knew
where Walker County, Alabama, was located and further
that this was a dry county, serving no alcoholic beverages,
which gave the source the impression that RAY knew what
he was talking about, especially since he mentioned
beer joints like the All State Tavern, an thabeeer joint
which source believed was Rose's Place an >E4RJWle,rV
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Confidential source, whose reliability has
not been established, advised that he was received in
the Missouri State Penitentiary during September, 1965,
and was immediately placed in quarantine for a thirty-dayobservation period which is required of all new prisoners
and thereafter he was assigned to Cell 188, Tier #8,
J Hall, and scheduled to work in the carpenter shop.In this connection, the source stated that there is
only one inmate to a cell and that the Missouri State
Penitentiary has five halls within the prison wall which
house prisoners.

The source said that while in J. Hall, during
November, 1965, he first became acquainted with JAMES
EARL RAY, who was already assigned to J Hall and who
worked daily in J Hall as a "Walk Boy." The source
explained that the duties of JAMES EARL RAY as a "Walk
Boy" were to take orders for cigarettes, gum, candy, etc.
which could be purchased within the prison and to bring
hot water for shaving and instant coffee to the inmates.
The source added that JAMES EARL RAY was the only "Walk
Boy" in J Hall and further that he was free to contact
any inmate and could move throughout the hall freely.
He pointed out that this was RAY's only duty in the
hall and that he could remain inside during working
hours, having no other assignments,

The source said that his first conversation
with RAY took place when RAY observed him reading a
Birmingham, Alabama "Post-Herald" newspaper which he had
a subscription to while in prison. The source advised
that RAY asked him on this occasion if he was from the
State of Alabama to which he replied he was from Walker
County, Alabama. RAY said to the source that he knew
where Walker County, Alabama, was located and further
that this was a dry county, serving no alcoholic beverages,
which gave the source the impression that RAY knew what
he was talking about, especially since he mentioned
beer joints like the All State Tavern, another beer joint
which source believed was Rose's Place and TERRIVERVIEW Cafe's
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RAY said that he had visited or stayed in the Birmingham,
Alabama, area in the past; however, RAY never mentioned
any associates, acquaintances, friends, relatives or
employments in the.State of Alabama. The source advised
that this conversation ended with RAY asking him if he
could have his Birmingham, Alabama, "Post-Herald"
newspaper when he finished reading them each day, which
was agreeable to source. The source advised thereafter
RAY would come by his cell each evening and pick up
his newspaper which he would place between the cell bars.

The source said that RAY never discussed his
family nor did he ever indicate from which part of the
United States he came from, but the source believed that
RAY was from the southern part of the United States only
because RAY never indicated where he was from, coupled
with his interest in a southern newspaper.

The source stated that he personally gave RAY
his present home address and telephone number on one
occasion, telling RAY to stop by his home sometime if
and when he ever got released from prison and they would
have a drink or two together. The source pointed out
that RAY did not ask him for his address or telephone
number and that he merely furnished this to RAY knowing
that he was doing a 20 year prison sentence and more than
likely he would never again see RAY after he left prison.
He stated that when he gave RAY his address and telephone
number, RAY replied "Don't be surprised if I call you up
sometime" and thereafter placed this piece of paper in
his pocket.

The source said that RAY was a very quiet
individual, soft spoken, calm, clean, never laughed or
enjoyed a good story, solemn face, and remained to
himself most of the time. The source advised that he would
often see RAY in the prison yard and on occasion attempted
to strike up a conversation with RAY, but he never appeared
interested so the source gave up trying to make conversation
with RAY.

The source said that the only topic which would
arouse RAY's interest was the subject of money. The source
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individual, soft spoken, calm, clean, never laughed or
enjoyed a good story, solemn face, and remained to
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The source said that the only topic which would
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stated that on one occasion during a conversation with
RAY, RAY said "One of these days if I ever get out
of here I am going to make myself a bunch of money."
When source asked how he intended doing this, RAY
replied he had contacts and there are more ways of
making money than robbing banks. Source then asked
RAY what his plan was, to which RAY replied "The
Businessmen's Association has offered $100,000.00
for killing MARTIN LUTHER KING and he's five years
past due." The source stated he then asked RAY
what the Businessmen's Association was, to which RAY
replied "I don't know but I will find out." The
source added that this was the first and last time
RAY ever mentioned MARTIN LUTHER KING nor did he
ever again mention the Businessmen's Association
in his presence.

The source said that RAY told him that he
always worked alone and therefore limited the
possibility of being caught and said "I have got a
place picked out where I can hide," never mentioning
where the place was located.

The source stated there was a prison
cigarette lottery going on almost daily in J Hall
and that RAY was involved in this lottery, delivering
wagering tickets as well as picking these up and would
deliver the winnings to inmates each night. He
said there were two separate lotteries in J Hall. One
lottery was run by two inmates named JOHNNY VALENTI
and another individual from St. Louis, Missouri, name
unknown. The source described this individual as a
white male, Italian, age 43 to 46, dark complexion with
gunshot wound in face and nicknamed "Dago." The
source said the other lottery in J Hall was run by
an individual nicknamed "Boston," who was doing a
20 year sentence and described him as a white male,
45 years of age, very short and occupied either cell 23,
24 or 25 on the flag in J Hall, meaning the first floor.

The source said that he did not like VALENTI's
wagering odds so he always placed his wagers with the
individual nicknamed "Boston." The source stated that
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RAY would always handle the wagers since he could
talk to any inmates in the cellblock and was reimbursed
by JOHNNY VALENTI and "Boston" for this service.
Source estimated that there were approximately two
dozen lotteries being operated in the Missour State
Penitentiary, which consisted of five separate halls
housing the prisoners.

The source advised that he never saw RAY
run narcotics or handle contraband at any time and on
one occasion RAY showed him his arms to prove that he
had never been addicted to narcotics. The source added
that he never observed RAY with any large sums of
money.

The source advised that there was an
organization being operated at the Missouri State
Penitentiary by the inmates and this organization was
called "Cooley's Organization." The source said that
this was a protection and enforcer organization and that
while en route to the Missouri State Penitentiary he
first became aware that such an organization existed.
The source advised that he was at one time lodged at
the County Jail in Springfield, Missouri, for several
months and became acquainted with a prisoner, (FNU) CRAIG,
whom he described as a "four time loser." The source
said that CRAIG has a brother who is a detective on the
Springfield Police Department and that CRAIG had
previously served time at Missouri State Penitentiary
and was being returned to this penitentiary. The source
said that when CRAIG learned that he also was en route
to the Missouri State Penitentiary, CRAIG advised him
to join the Cooley's Organization at the Missouri State
Penitentiary since he would need to get along with
other prisoners and be being a member of this organization,
he would obtain "special favors." The source said that
CRAIG informed him that the Cooley's Organization would
settle any grievances he may have while at Missouri State
Penitentiary against other prisoners and that this was
a very powerful organization, having influence with guards
and could even, for a price, arrange "a murder."
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The source advised that after his release from
quarantine, he again observed CRAIG, who was then working
in the mess hall at the Missouri State Penitentiary.
The source advised that he then approached CRAIG and
told CRAIG that he desired to join the Cooley's
Organization and at this time gave him a $10.00 canteen
book, pointing out that the membership fee to join the
Cooley's Organization was $10.00 and that this membership
fee would make an inmate a paid up member as long as he
was in prison. The source advised that CRAIG told him
that he would obtain his membership for him and the same
night JAMES EARL RAY came to his cell and gave him a
card saying "Here is your card," and nothing else, and
therefore he always felt that RAY was a member of the
Cooley's Organization since he was so trusted. However,
RAY never said to him that he was a member nor did he
ever ask him.

The source said that his membership card was
type written with his name on it and had the heading
"Membership Cooley's Club." The source said that this
membership card was like a credit card and it could
get an inmate credit on purchases of candy and other
sundries but could not be used for credit purposes on
lotteries.

The source advised that he had two or three
differences with prisoners over wagers while in J Hall
and upon getting no satisfaction, he personally contacted
CRAIG in the mess hall at which time he displayed to
CRAIG his membership card and filed his grievance with
CRAIG. The source stated that CRAIG informed him that
he would handle this complaint; however, the fee for
handling his grievance was 50% of what was due a
prisoner. The source added that subsequently RAY
appeared at his cell in J Hall with his share of the
cigarettes collected from his grievance.

The source stated that CRAIG was later transferred
from the mess hall to the Church Farm, which is located
outside the prison wall at Missouri State Penitentiary.
The source said that prior to CRAIG's departure, CRAIG
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contacted him and instructed him who to see in the
future to take complaints should he have any
additional grievances. At this point, the source
pointed out that most grievances would be placed
either at the mess hall or the prison yard, noting
that only during these periods of time all the
inmates from different halls could talk with each
other. The source added that he was unable to
furnish any description of name of the individual
he was instructed to contact in the mess hall after
the departure of CRAIG since he had no further
complaints and was subsequently transferred to the
Renz Farm, which is also located outside the prison.

The source stated that the Cooley's
Organization was operating when he arrived at the
Missour State Penitentiary and was still doing business
when he departed and he felt that this operation had
been started and maintained by old cons who are now
trusties and who reside in A Hall, which is the trusties'
barracks. He added that he personally feared the power
of the Cooley's Organization as did other inmates and
in his opinion, he personally felt they could
render retaliation regarding him if they became aware
that he gave information concerning their organization.

The source said that during the time RAY
was assigned to J Hall, he had attempted an escape
which was unsuccessful and thereafter he never saw RAY
again since RAY was not returned to J Hall and he
later went to Renz Farm. He said that while at Renz
Farm he did hear that RAY successfully escaped from
the Missouri State Penitentiary by hiding himself in a
bred truck.

The source was asked if there ever circulated
at Missouri State Penitentiary a rumor concerning the
killing of three Negro inmates and if RAY's name was
ever mentioned as a suspect or being involved in these
killings. The source said that he did learn that when
prison authorities first tried to integrate the prisoners,
four white men with pillowcases over their heads waited
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for five Negro prisoners to enter the shower room on
one occasion and stabbed three of the Negroes to
death, wounded a fourth and the fifth escaped. He
said that at no time did he hear any rumor that RAY
was involved in these killings.

The source said that the inmates located
in J Hall at the time he was also lodged there and who
could possibly furnish additional information concerning
RAY were (FNU) SPRATT, cell 187, and GENE (LNU), cell
190, who escaped by overpowering a guard and taking
his uniform; however, this individual was successfully
apprehended and returned to Missouri State Penitentiary.
Source advised that another inmate,name unknown, who
occupied cell 190, was a lottery player. Another
inmate, name unknown, nicknamed "Cowboy," was a hall
tender in charge of convicts in J Hall.

This source was displayed numerous photographs
of JAMES EARL RAY and advised that all photographs bear
a close resemblance to RAY; however, he specifically
identified the photograph of JAMES EARL RAY taken at
the Missouri State Penitentiary during the time he was
incarcerated. The source said that he would have no
difficulty in identifying RAY should he ever see him
again, even if he attempted to disguise is identity;
giving as his reasons that RAY was definitely "slough
footed" and his toes pointed out noticeably when he
walked causing his heels and soles to wear down on the
outside edges. He has a prominent cleft on his chin,
which is noticeable and remarked that RAY liked his
booze and that he had the impression from talking with
him that he was a heavy drinker. The source also
added that in his opinion from his knowledge of RAY in
prison that he thought RAY had a normal sex life.

The source advised that the only other person
that he knew that RAY might have been closely associated
when in prison was a full-blooded Indian prisoner who
was the barber in J Hall but whose name he could not
recall. The source stated that he definitely had not
been contacted by RAY since he has been released from
prison, which was May 3, 1967, and stated that he would
notify the Birmingham FBI Office if RAY ever attempted
to contact him in any way or manner in the future.
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Confidential source, whose reliability has
not been established, advised that he was received in
the Missouri State Penitentiary during September, 1965,
and was immediately placed in quarantine for a thirty-day
observation period which is required of all new prisoners
and thereafter he was assigned to Cell 188, Tier #8,
J..Hall, and scheduled to work in the carpenter shop.
In this connection, the source stated that there is
only one inmate to a cell and that the Missouri State
Penitentiary has five halls within the prison wall which
house prisoners.

The source said that while in J. Hall, during
November, 1965, he first became acquainted with JAMES
EARL RAY, who was already assigned to J Hall and who
worked daily in J Hall as a "Walk Boy." The source
explained that the duties of JAMES EARL RAY as a "Walk
Boy" were to take orders for cigarettes, gum, candy, etc.,
which could be purchased within the prison and to bring
hot water for shaving and instant coffee to the inmates.
The source added that JAMES EARL RAY was the only "Walk
Boy" in J Hall and further that he was free to contact
any inmate and could move throughout the hall freely.
He pointed out that this was RAY's only duty in the
hall and that he could remain inside during working
hours, having no other assignments.

The source said that his first conversation
with RAY took place when RAY observed him reading a
Birmingham, Alabama "Post-Herald" newspaper which he had
a subscription to while in prison. The source advised
that RAY asked him on this occasion if he was from the
State of Alabama to which he replied he was from Walker
County, Alabama. RAY said to the source that he knew
where Walker County, Alabama, was located and further
that this was a dry county, serving no alcoholic beverages,
which gave the source the impression that RAY knew what
he was talking about, especially since he mentioned
beer joints like the All State Tavern, another beer joint
which source believed was Rose's Place and Riverview Cafe.
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RAY said that he had visited or stayed in the Birmingham,
Alabama, area in the past; however, RAY never mentioned
any associates, acquaintances, friends, relatives or
employments in the,State of Alabama. The source advised
that this conversation ended with RAY asking him if he.
could have his Birmingham, Alabama, "Post-Herald"
newspaper when he finished reading them each day, which
was agreeable to source. The source advised thereafter
RAY would come by his cell each evening and.pick up
his newspaper which he would place between the cell bars.

The source said that RAY never discussed his
family nor did he ever indicate from which part of the
United States he came from, but the source believed that
RAY was from the southern part of the United States only
because RAY never indicated where he was from, coupled
with his interest in a southern newspaper.

The source stated that he personally gave RAY
his present home address and telephone number on one
occasion, telling RAY to stop by his home sometime if
and when he ever got released from prison and they .would
have a drink or two together. The source pointed out
that RAY did not ask him for his address or telephone
number and that he merely furnished this to RAY knowing
that he was doing a 20 year prison sentence and more than
likely he would never again see RAY after he left prison.
He stated that when he gave RAY his address and telephone
number, RAY replied "Don't be surprised if I call you up
sometime" and thereafter placed-this piece of paper in
his pocket.

The source said that RAY was a very quiet
individual, soft spoken, calm, clean, never laughed or
enjoyed a -good story, solemn face, and remained to
himself most of the time. The source advised that he would
often see RAY in the prison yard and on occasion attempted
to strike up a conversation with RAY,-but he never appeared
interested so the source gave up trying to make conversation
with RAY.

The source said that the only topic which would
arouse RAY's interest was the subject of money. The source
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stated that on one occasion during a conversation with
RAY, RAY said "One of these days if I ever get out
of here I am going to make myself a bunch of money."
When source asked how he intended doing this, RAY
replied he had contacts and there are more ways of
making money than robbing banks. Source then asked
RAY what his plan was, to which RAY replied "The
Businessmen's Association has offered $100,000.00
for killing MARTIN LUTHER KING and he's five years
past due." The source stated he then asked RAY
what the Businessmen 2s Association was, to which RAY
replied "I don't know but I will find out." The
source added that this was the first and last time
RAY ever mentioned MARTIN LUTHER KING nor did he
ever again mention the Businessmen's Association
in his presence.

The source said that RAY told him that he
always worked alone and therefore limited the
possibility of being caught and said "I have got a
place picked out where I can hide," never mentioning
where the place was located.

The source stated there was a prison
cigarette lottery going on almost daily in J Hall
and that RAY was involved in this lottery, delivering
wagering tickets as well as picking these up and would
deliver the winnings to inmates each night. He
said there were two separate lotteries in J Hall. One
lottery was run by two inmates named JOHNNY VALENTI
and another individual from St. Louis, Missouri, name
unknown. The source described this individual as a
white male, Italian, age 43 to 46, dark complexion with
gunshot wound in face and nicknamed "Dago." The
source said the other lottery in J Hall was run by
an individual nicknamed "Boston," who was doing a
20 year sentence and described him as a white male,
45 years of age, very short and occupied either cell 23,
24 or 25 on the flag in J Hall, meaning the first floor.

The source said that he did not like VALENTI's
wagering odds so he always placed his wagers with the
individual nicknamed "Boston." The source stated that
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RAY would always handle the wagers since he could
talk to any inmates in the cellblock and was reimbursed
by JOHNNY VALENTI and "Boston" for this service.
Source estimated that there were approximately two
dozen lotteries being operated in the Missour State
Penitentiary, which consisted of five separate halls
housing the prisoners.

The source advised that he never saw RAY
run narcotics or handle contraband at any time and on
one occasion RAY showed him his arms to prove that he
had never been addicted to narcotics. The source added
that he never observed RAY with any large sums of
money.

The source advised that there was an
organization being operated at the Missouri State
Penitentiary by the inmates and this organization was
called "Cooley's Organization." The source said that
this was a protection and enforcer organization and that
while en route to the Missouri State Penitentiary he
first became aware that such an organization existed.
The source advised that he was at one time lodged at
the County Jail in Springfield, Missouri, for several
months and became acquainted with a prisoner, (FNU) CRAIG,
whom he described as a "four time loser." The source
said that CRAIG has a brother who is a detective on the
Springfield Police Department and that CRAIG had
previously served time at Missouri State Penitentiary
and was being returned to this penitentiary. The source
said that when CRAIG learned that he also was en route
to the Missouri State Penitentiary, CRAIG advised him,
to join the Cooley's Organization at the Missouri State
Penitentiary since he would need to get along with
other prisoners and be being a member of this organization,
he would obtain "special favors." The source said that
CRAIG informed him that the Cooley's Organization would
settle any grievances he may have while at Missouri State
Penitentiary against other prisoners and that this was
a very powerful organization, having influence with guards
and could even, for a price, arrange "a murder."
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The source advised that after his release from
quarantine, he again observed CRAIG, who was then working
in the mess hall at the Missouri State Penitentiary.
The source advised that he then approached CRAIG and
told CRAIG that he desired to join the Cooley's
Organization and at this time gave him a $10.00 canteen
book, pointing out that the membership fee to join the
Cooley's Organization was $10.00 and that this membership
fee would make an inmate a paid up member as long as he
was in prison.. The source advised that CRAIG told him
that he would obtain his membership for him and the same
night JAMES EARL RAY came to his cell and gave him a
card saying "Here is your card," and nothing else, and
therefore he always felt that RAY was a member of the
Cooley's Organization since he was so trusted. However,
RAY never said to him that he was a member nor did he
ever ask him.

The source said that his membership card was
type written with his name on it and had the heading
"Membership Cooley's Club." The source said that this
membership card was like a credit card and it could
get an inmate credit on purchases of candy and other
sundries but could not be used for credit purposes on
lotteries.

The source advised that he had two or three
differences with prisoners over wagers while in J Hall
and upon getting no satisfaction, he personally contacted
CRAIG in the mess hall at which time he displayed to
CRAG his membership card and filed his grievance with
CRAIG. The source stated that CRAIG informed him that
he would handle this complaint; however, the fee for
handling his grievance was 50% of what was due a
prisoner. The source added that subsequently RAY
appeared at his cell in J Hall with his share of the
cigarettes collected from his grievance.

The source stated that CRAIG was later transferred
from the mess hall to the Church Farm, which is located
outside the prison wall at Missouri State Penitentiary.
The source said that prior to CRAIG's departure, CRAIG
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contacted him and instructed him who to see in the
future to take complaints should he have any
additional grievances. At this point, the source
pointed out that most grievances would be placed
either at the mess hall or the prison yard, noting
that only during these periods of time all the
inmates from different halls could talk with each
other. The source added that he was unable to
furnish any description of name of the individual
he was instructed to contact in the mess hall after
the departure of CRAIG since he had no further
complaints and was subsequently transferred to the,
Renz Farm, which is also located outside the prison.

The source stated that the Cooley's
Organization was operating when he arrived at the
Missour State Penitentiary and was still doing business
when he departed and he felt that this operation had
been started and maintained by old cons who are now
trusties and who reside in A Hall, which is the trusties'
barracks. He added that he personally feared the power
of the Cooley's Organization as did other inmates and
in his opinion, he personally felt they could
render retaliation regarding him if they became aware
that he gave information concerning their organization.

The source said that during the time RAY
was assigned to J Hall, he had attempted an escape
which was unsuccessful and thereafter he never saw RAY
again since RAY was not returned to.J Hall and he
later went to Rena Farm. He said that while at Renz
Farm he did hear that RAY successfully escaped from
the Missouri State Penitentiary by hiding himself in a
bred truck.

The source was asked if there ever circulated
at Missouri State Penitentiary a rumor concerning the
killing of three Negro inmates and if RAY's name was
ever mentioned as a suspect or being involved in these
killings. The source said that he did learn that when
prison authorities first tried to integrate the prisoners,
four white men with pillowcases over their heads waited

6
BH 44-1740

contacted him and instructed him who to see in the
future to take complaints should he have any
additional grievances. At this point, the source
pointed out that most grievances would be placed
either at the mess hall or the prison yard, noting
that only during these periods of time all the
inmates from different halls could talk with each
other. The source added that he was unable to
furnish any description of name of the individual
he was instructed to contact in the mess hall after
the departure of CRAIG since he had no further
complaints and was subsequently transferred to the
Renz Farm, which is also located outside the prison.

The source stated that the Cooley's
Organization was operating when he arrived at the
Missour State Penitentiary and was still doing business
when he departed and he felt that this operation had
been started and maintained by old cons who are now
trusties and who reside in A Hall, which is the trusties'
barracks. He added that he personally feared the power
of the Cooley's Organization as did other inmates and
in his opinion, he personally felt they could
render retaliation regarding him if they became aware
that he gave information concerning their organization.

The source said that during the time RAY
was assigned to J Hall, he had attempted an escape
which was unsuccessful and thereafter he never saw RAY

again since RAY was not returned to J Hall and he
later went to Renz Farm. He said that while at Renz
Farm he did hear that RAY successfully escaped from
the Missouri State Penitentiary by hiding himself in a
bred truck.

The source was asked if there ever circulated
at Missouri State Penitentiary a rumor concerning the
killing of three Negro inmates and if RAY'S name was
ever mentioned as a suspect or being involved in these
killings. The source said that he did learn that when
prison authorities first tried to integrate the prisoners,
four white men with pillowcases over their heads waited

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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for five Negro prisoners to enter the shower room on
one occasion and stabbed three of the Negroes to
death, wounded a fourth and the fifth escaped. He
said that at no time did he hear any rumor that RAY
was involved in these killings.

The source said that the inmates located
in J Hall at the time he was also lodged there and who
could possibly furnish additional information concerning
RAY were (FNU) SPRATT, cell 187, and GENE (LNU), cell
190, who escaped by overpowering a guard and taking
his uniform; however, this individual was successfully
apprehended and returned to Missouri State Penitentiary.
Source advised that another inmate,name unknown, who
occupied cell 190, was a lottery player. Another
inmate, name unknown, nicknamed "Cowboy," was a hall
tender in charge of convicts in J Hall.

This source was displayed numerous photographs
of JAMES EARL RAY and advised that all photographs bear
a close resemblance to RAY; however, he specifically
identified the photograph of JAMES EARL RAY taken at
the Missouri State Penitentiary during the time he was
incarcerated. The source said that he would have no
difficulty in identifying RAY should he ever see him
again, even if he attempted to disguise is identity;
giving as his reasons that RAY was definitely "slough
footed" and his toes pointed out noticeably when he
walked causing his heels and soles to wear down on the
outside edges. He has a prominent cleft on his chin,
which is noticeable and remarked that RAY liked his
booze and that he had the impression from talking with
him that he was a heavy drinker. The source also
added that in his opinion from his knowledge of RAY in
prison that he thought RAY had a normal sex life.

The source advised that the only other person
that he knew that RAY might haVe been closely associated
when in prison was a full-blooded Indian prisoner who
was the barber in J Hall but whose name he could not
recall. The source stated that he definitely had not
been contacted by RAY since he has been released from
prison, which was May 3, 1967, and stated that he would
notify the Birmingham FBI Office if RAY ever attempted
to contact him in any way or manner in the future.

7
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for five Negro prisoners to enter the shower room on
one occasion and stabbed three of the Negroes to
death, wounded a fourth and the fifth escaped. He
said that at no time did he hear any rumor that RAY
was involved in these killings.

The source said that the inmates located
in I Hall at the time he was also lodged there and who
could possibly furnish additional information concerning
RAY were (FNU) SPRATT, cell 187, and GENE (LNU), cell
190, who escaped by overpowering a guard and takinghis uniform; however, this individual was successfully
apprehended and returned to Missouri State Penitentiary.
Source advised that another inmate, name unknown, who
occupied cell 190, was a lottery player. Another
inmate, name unknown, nicknamed "Cowboy," was a hall
tender in charge of convicts in J Hall.

This source was displayed numerous photographsof JAMES EARL RAY and advised that all photographs bear
a close resemblance to RAY; however, he specificallyidentified the photograph of JAMES EARL RAY taken at
the Missouri State Penitentiary during the time he was
incarcerated. The source said that he would have no
difficulty in identifying RAY should he ever see him
again, even if he attempted to disguise is identity;
giving as his reasons that RAY was definitely "slough-
footed" and his toes pointed out noticeably when he
walked causing his heels and soles to wear down on the
outside edges. He has a prominent cleft on his chin,
which is noticeable and remarked that RAY liked his
booze and that he had the impression from talking with
him that he was a heavy drinker. The source also
added that in his opinion from his knowledge of RAY in
prison that he thought RAY had a normal sex life.

The source advised that the only other person
that he knew that RAY might have been closely associated
when in prison was a full-blooded Indian prisoner who
was the barber in J Hall but whose name he could not
recall. The source stated that he definitely had not
been contacted by RAY since he has been released from
prison, which was May 3, 1967, and stated that he would
notify the Birmingham FBI Office if RAY ever attempted
to contact him in any way or manner in the future.
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I1

FBI I

Date: 5/9/68 I

Transmit the following in C
(Type in plain text or code)

Via AIRTEL AIRMAIL
(Priorityor Method ofMailing)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN 1
CR
(00: MEMPHIS)

He Birmingham teletype to Bureau, Memphis and
Kansas City, 5/8/68.

Enclosed for Bureau and all receiving (199p
are two copies of an investigative insert refl ting
the results of interviews with O TO , a former
inmate of Missouri State Peniten lary w 1 cquainted
with JAMES EARL RAY and who furnished co erable
information relative to RAY's prison vities.

The confidential sou referred to in enclosed
insert is THOMAS BRITTON, abama Avenue
Alabama who is present mp as a ca - meor at

binet Shop, Haleyville, Ala)ama. After giving
41,his mat r careful consideration, -fe identity of BRITTON

s bei concealed at this time view of his cooperative
attit a coupled with the fac that he desires his
iden ity be protected as he ears retaliation from the
Co e 's 01 an on Mi ouri State nitentiary, should

s coope ing or urns ng info m on

3 - Bureau (Enc. 2)
2 - Kansas City (Enc. 2)
2 - Memphis (44-1987) (Enc. 2)
1 - Mobile (Enc. 2)
1 - New Orleans (Enc. 2)

- St. Louis (Enc. 2) SEARIED NDEXED
Springfield (Enc. 2) SERIAUZED ILED...

WA8:as F a
(11

Approved: . Sent Per_______
Spect Agent in Charge SetZ.t e

6 (Rev. 12-13-

FBI

Date: 5/9/68
Transmit the following in

(Type in plain text or code)

Via AIRTEL AIRMAIL
(Priority or Method ofMailing)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN 44-561
CR
(00: MEMPHIS)

Re Birmingham teletype to Bureau, Memphis and
Kansas City, 5/8/68.

Enclosed for Bureau and all receiving offices
are two copies of an investigative insert reflecting
the results of interviews with THOMAS BRITTON a former
inmate of Missouri State Penitentiary who 1S acquainted
with JAMES EARL RAY and who furnished considerable
information relative to RAY's prison activities.

The confidential source referred to in enclosed
insert is THOMAS BRITTON, 1710 Alabama Avenue, Jasper,
Alabama, who is presently employed as a cabinet maker at
roster's Cabinet Shop, Haleyville, Alabama. After givingthis matter careful consideration, the identity of BRITTON

d37is being concealed at this time in view of his cooperativeattitude coupled with the fact that he desires his
identity be protected as he fears retaliation from the
Cooley's Organization, Missouri State Penitentiary, should
they learn ne is cooperating or furnishing information

3 - Bureau (Enc. 2)
2 one Kansas City (Enc. 2)
2 - Memphis (44-1987) (Enc. 2)
1 - Mobile (Enc. 2)
1 - New Orleans (Enc. 2)
1 - St. Louis (Enc. 2) SEARCHED SS INDEXED

1 Springfield (Enc. 2) SERIALIZED FILED

Fty
VAVI 1968

WAS:gas
(11)

Special Agent in ChargeJohn

w/end.Approved: Sent M Per

44-561-490
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



BH 44-1740

to the FBI. Also, Birmingham feels that additional
information may be furnished by .BRITTON, noting that
JAMES EARL RAY presently has his home address and
telephone number and could possibly contact him in
the future. Disclosure of his identity could possibly
alienate this potential source of information.

THOMAS BRITTON was interviewed on 5/6/68 by
SA JOHN H. KRESEK and was again interviewed on 5/7/68
by SA's JOHN H. KRESEK, ROBERT M. BARRETT and WILLIAM
A. SAUCIER.

Information copies of this investigative
insert are being furnished to the New Orleans, Mobile,
St. Louis and Springfield Divisions in view of 'their
investigative interest in t' matter, coupled with
the fact the results of t $s interview may be valuable
when and if JOHNNY VALE ' is located, noting that he
has been al e New Orleans or St. Louis,
Missouri,' area. Also, Sp&ingfield has several relatives
of RAY residing within their division.

2

BH 44-1740

to the FBI. Also, Birmingham feels that additional
information may be furnished by BRITTON, noting that
JAMES EARL RAY presently has his home address and
telephone number and could possibly contact him in
the future. Disclosure of his identity could possibly
alienate this potential source of information.

THOMAS BRITTON was interviewed on 5/6/68 by
SA JOHN H. KRESEK and was again interviewed on 5/7/68
by SA's JOHN H. KRESEK, ROBERT M. BARRETT and WILLIAM
A. SAUCIER.

Information copies of this investigative
insert are being furnished to the New Orleans, Mobile,
St. Louis and Springfield Divisions in view of their
investigative interest in this matter, coupled with
the fact the results of this interview may be valuable
when and if JOHNNY VALENTI is located, noting that he
has been alleged to be In the New Orleans or St. Louis,
Missouri, area. Also, Springfield has several relatives
of RAY residing within their division.

369-3

2
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SAC,BMINU (441-1740) 5/13/68

SAW, SM flM (44-56)

00:53s

Se: Bl rulhm alrtel to Bmram, 5/9/68

Sprlagf101 reoeliwd only on OMW of
iuwostlgatio inset fcsrie via reafrtol.

Birmt mam requested to fow and aditiomal
eopy at .mslcinre.

2 - 3ImIgat (44-1749)
s iar~ld(44-561)

INDEXED ....A

SAC,BIRMINGHAM (44-1740) 5/13/68

SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN
CR

00: ME

Re: Birmingham airtel to Bureau, 5/9/68

Springfield received only one copy of
investigative insert forwarded via reairtel.

Birmingham requested to forward additional
copy of enclosure.

2 - Birmingham (44-1740)I - Springfield (44-561)
:vr
(3)

SEARCHED

SERIALIZED all
INDEXED

FILED II

44-561-491.
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 1

FBI

Date: 5-13-48
Transmit the following in P1&"f'I

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via Th I "tV! __ _ __ _ _ __ _ __ _ _ __ _ __ _ _ __ _

(Priority)
------------------------------------------------------------ L-------

To: DDI"GCTR, J'ul (44-asI) (MAIL.) AV 3A91 1ANWAB CITY ("48

FRO: MAC, BMW L5W (44-~1 P 2

SIKN.S CfTTLKmU;'

- -1

WO EUTU )RANILUI R1ZT BRT IX ILLINOIM WAS I

VIWR AND RIBUiM VARIOUS P5TIm 1J EARL. MY,r 78

ZZI 0 FIV NINE FORTO G. SRI ADVIIR TuIB flVIVIDUIAL

013 MORO M BPAR FtVTE 1. _'T, PSCRIA, ZLLIOtLB DURING MOM(h

_ ,XMIIT AND~ F ~ffhN SI190 i~I MY X. MAhR 'IN fKIZMN

A~l ANA ISN ROBI O1 TWO CEILDZN. -C E PAST SI1 TEAMS

*N R ZE SIMfLVY REA AN A WAIT3M AT TOM XU

VAD-tETEN UR7!EL, ~I& IJIQ5

M. frRA2 AtJ, YOUR ZO TWO *9N , PICSIA,, ILII º

SEARCHED.
SERIALIZED

~uu("N861 A) INDEXED.

1 -. MCILO~g (AM) FLD.

Approved: Sent Pe
Spec Agein har?e/Pe

FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 5-13-68

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) (MAIL) AND SAC, KANSAS CITY (44-760)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (P 2) 82-1311
MURKIN. Ray Tyle
RE KANSAS CITY TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED MAY NINE LAST. 815/13
ON THIS DATE, MELVINA TYLER, AKA RUSTY, MRS. RAY M. TYEER,

TWO ONE THREE FRANKLIN STREET, BARTONVILLE, ILLINOIS, WAS INTER-

VIEWED AND EXHIBITED VARIOUS PHOTOGRAPHS OF JAMES EARL RAY, FBI

#FOUR ZERO FIVE NINE FOUR TWQ G. SHE ADVISED THIS INDIVIDUAL

IS UNKNOWN TO HER AND SHE COULD FURNISH NO INFORMATION WHATSOEVER

REGARDING HIM. SHE WAS FORMERLY THE OWNER OF THE M & M TAVERN,

ONE ZERO SIX REAR FIFTH STREET, PEORIA, ILLINOIS, DURING NINETEEN

FIFTYEIGHT AND FIFTYNINE. SHE MARRIED RAY M. TYLER IN NINETEEN

SIXTY AND IS THE MOTHER OF TWO CHILDREN. FOR THE PAST SIX YEARS

SHE HAS BEEN STEADILY EMPLOYED AS A WAITRESS AT THE PERE

MARQUETTE HOTEL, PEORIA, ILLINOIS.

MRS. DEAN AYLER, FOUR ZERO TWO MELBOURNE, PEORIA, ILLINOIS,

ADVISED SHE DIVORCED ROBERT BLOOD FOUR YEARS AGO AND HIS WHERE

SEARCHED

SERIALIZED
1 - Bureau (44-38861) (AM) INDEXEDI - Springfield (44-561)
1 - Chicago (AM)
1 - Memphis (AM)

FILED

Stenson 20
QPS:ras
(4) res Robert un

Approved: CAPY SentKC5521 M Per OKSpecial Agent in Charge 44-561- 492
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)
I

FBI F B I
Date:

Transmit the following in I
(Type in plaintext or code) 1

Via _
(Priority)

--------------------------------------------------------------------

PAM TWO

ABOU IS UN1WN TO ER. SI IS OF THE OPINION HE HAS MN

RESIDIN SOE PLACB IN CALI=RNIA MW TIM PAST TWO YEARS.

MAIL COPIES BIEAU, CHICAGO, AND MEMPHIS. P.

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge

FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date:

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via
(Priority)

PAGE TWO

ABOUTS IS UNKNOWN TO HER. SHE IS OF THE OPINION HE HAS BEEN

RESIDING SOME PLACE IN CALIFORNIA FOR THE PAST TWO YEARS.

MAIL COPIES BUREAU, CHICAGO, AND MEMPHIS. P.

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



BI KAN CITY

FBI SPRNGFLD

552PM URGENT 5-13-68 DJK

TO DIRECTOR (MAIL) AND KANSAS CITY (44-760)

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561) 2PP

MURKIN.

RE KANSAS CITY TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED MAY NINE LAST.

ON THIS DATE, MELVINA TYLER, AKA RUSTY, MRS. RAY M. TYLER,

TWO ONE THREE FRANKLIN STREET, BARTONVILLE, ILLINOIS, WAS INTERVIE

AND EXHIBITED VARIOUS PHOTOGRAPHS OF JAMES EARL RAY, FBI NUMBER

FOUR ZERO FIVE NINE FOUR TWO G. SHE ADVISED THIS INDIVIDUAL IS

UNKNOWN TO HER AND SHE COULD FURNISH NO INFORMATION WHATSOEVER

REGARDING HIM. SHE WAS FORMERLY THE OWNER OF THE M AND M TAVERN,

ONE ZERO SIX REAR FIFTH STREET, PEORIA, ILLINOIS, DURING NINETEEN

FIFTYEIGHT AND FIFTYNINE. SHE MARRIED RAY M. TYLER IN NINETEEN

SIXTY AND THE MOTHER OF TWO CHILDREN. FOR THE PAST SIX YEARS

SHE HAS BEEN STEADILY EMPLOYED AS A WAITRESS AT THE PERE MARQlETTE

HOTEL, PEORIA, ILLINOIS.

MRS. DEAN AYLER, FOUR ZERO TWO MELBOURNE, PEORIA, ILLINOIS,

ADVISED SHE DIVORCED ROBERT BLOOD FOUR YEARS AGO AND HIS WHEREABOtffTS =

END PAGE ONE

SEARCHED_..
SERIALIZED
INDEXED,......
FILED

/FBI KAN CITY

FBI SPRNGFLD

552PM URGENT 5-13-68 DJK

TO DIRECTOR (MAIL) AND KANSAS CITY (44-760)

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561) 2PP

MURKIN.

RE KANSAS CITY TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED MAY NINE LAST.

ON THIS DATE, MELVINA TYLER, AKA RUSTY, MRS. RAY M. TYLER,

TWO ONE THREE FRANKLIN STREET, BARTONVILLE, ILLINOIS, WAS INTERVIEWED

AND EXHIBITED VARIOUS PHOTOGRAPHS OF JAMES EARL RAY, FBI NUMBER

FOUR ZERO FIVE NINE FOUR TWO G. SHE ADVISED THIS INDIVIDUAL IS

UNKNOWN TO HER AND SHE COULD FURNISH NO INFORMATION WHATSOEVER

REGARDING HIM. SHE WAS FORMERLY THE OWNER OF THE M AND M TAVERN,

ONE ZERO SIX REAR FIFTH STREET, PEORIA, ILLINOIS, DURING NINETEEN

FIFTYEIGHT AND FIFTYNINE. SHE MARRIED RAY M. TYLER IN NINETEEN

SIXTY AND THE MOTHER OF TWO CHILDREN. FOR THE PAST SIX YEARS

SHE HAS BEEN STEADILY EMPLOYED AS A WAITRESS AT THE PERE MARQUETTE

HOTEL, PEORIA, ILLINOIS.

MRS. DEAN AYLER, FOUR ZERO TWO MELBOURNE, PEORIA, ILLINOIS,

ADVISED SHE DIVORCED ROBERT BLOOD FOUR YEARS AGO AND HIS WHEREABOUTS

END PAGE ONE

SEARCHED

SERIALIZED

INDEXEDofFILED

44-561-4922
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO

IS UNKNOWN TO HER. SHE IS OF THE OPINION HE HAS BEEN RESIDING

SOME PLACE 'IN CALIFORNIA FOR THE PAST TWO YEARS.

MAIL COPIES BUREAUS CHICAGO AND MEMPHIS. P.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END

DJB

FBI KAN CITY

X

PAGE TWO

IS UNKNOWN TO HER. SHE IS OF THE OPINION HE HAS BEEN RESIDING

SOME PLACE IN CALIFORNIA FOR THE PAST TWO YEARS.

MAIL COPIES BUREAU, CHICAGO AND MEMPHIS. P.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END

DJB

FBI KAN CITY

X

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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5/14/68

AIRTEL AIR HAIL

TO: SAC, ST. LOUIS (44-775)

FROM SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) - P -
SUBJECT: MARKET

CR

(ee: MEMPHODS)

Re: Subject's brother, JOHN LARRY RAY, aks

Re St. Lesis teletype to the Burenia dated 5/10/88
and Springfield airtel to St. Louis dated 5/2/68.

Englosed for St. Louis is a copy of Honard State
Prices report x JOHN MARRY RAT (23401) furnished by BILL
BAUTHAR, Illinois Parels and Pardon Board, Springfield, Illinois.
BE Issue previously been determined by Springfield Division that
subject's brother, unter the name JOHN LARRY EYAN, was
Uncarcerated at the Metard State Penitentiary en a charge of
larmeny of a meter vehicle and was released from that
institution on 2/1/80. MTAN left Wonard on . Wull discharge
and immediately, thereafter, made application to the State of
Illinois for restituties of his civil rights. He requested
the results of this application be went to 1728 North 10th
Street, St. Louis Missouri Additional information of
interest from NYAN's Manimum file was furnished to St. Louis
in refersions airtel.

- Bt. (44-775) (Inc. 1)
(Tate)
(Tafe)

Springfield (44-561)
SEARCHED

SERIALIZEDI
(Hijah
(6)

Jan
Pat

INDEXED meFILED

44-561-493

Rabint
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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5/14/68

AMITAL AIR MAIL

TO: BAC, ST. LOUIS (44-775)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) - P -
SUBJECT: MURKET

CR

(00: MEMPHIS)

Re: Subject's brother, JOHN LARRY RAY, aka

Be St. Louis teletype to the Burean dated 5/10/68
and Springfield airtel to St. Louis dated 5/9/68.

Enclosed for St. Louis is a copy of Mesard State
Prison report re JOHN LARRY RAY (23401) furnished by BILL
KAUFMAN, Illinois Parele and Pardon Board, Springfield, Illinois.
It has previously been determined by Springfield Division that
subject's brother, under the name JOHN LARRY ETAN, was
incarcerated at the Monard State Penitestiary witha charge of
larceny of a motor vehicle. and was released from thist
institution on 2/1/00. ETAX left Neward on anti discharge
and Immediately, thereafter, made application to the State of
Illinois for restitution of his civil rights. Be requested
the results of this application be ment to 1728 North 10th
Street, St. Louis, Missouri. Additional information of
interest from BYAN's Menated file was furnished to St. Leuds
in referenced airtel.

a - St. Louis (44-775) (Ins. 1) SEARCHED

1 - Chicago (44-1114) (Tafe) SERIALIZED
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (Zace) INDEXED
2 I Springfield (44-561) FILED goWRijah
(6)

you a 44-561-493

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-280 (Rev. 8-28-58)

DECODED COPY

xx Radio L Teletype

URGENT 5-14-68

TO: ALL FIELD DIVISIONS

FROM: DIRECTOR

MURKIN.

IN VIEW OF FACT THAT SUBJECT SPENT A CONSIDERABLE SUM OF

MONEY FROM APRIL 23, 1967 TO APRIL 4, 1968, AND THE SOURCE OF

HIS MONEY HAS NOT BEEN DETERMINED, HIS PHOTOGRAPH SHOULD BE

DISPLAYED TO APPROPRIATE WITNESSES IN UNSOLVED BANK ROBBERIES

AND BANK BURGLARIES IN THOSE INSTANCES WHERE WI.TNESSES ARE

AVAILABLE. YOU SHOULD ALSO CONSIDER THE REQUESTING OF POLICE

DEPARTMENTS TO DISPLAY PHOTOGRAPH OF RAY TO WITNESSES IN THEIR

UNSOLVED ROBBERIES.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

(2)
WCM

M 141968
Fl{-S NGFIED

If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitab
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems.

FD-280 (Rev. 8-28-58)

DECODED COPY

XXX Radio Teletype

URGENT 5-14-68

TO: ALL FIELD DIVISIONS

FROM: DIRECTOR

MURKIN.

IN VIEW OF FACT THAT SUBJECT SPENT A CONSIDERABLE SUM OF

MONEY FROM APRIL 23, 1967 TO APRIL 4, 1968, AND THE SOURCE OF

HIS MONEY HAS NOT BEEN DETERMINED, HIS PHOTOGRAPH SHOULD BE

DISPLAYED TO APPROPRIATE WITNESSES IN UNSOLVED BANK ROBBERIES

AND BANK BURGLARIES IN THOSE INSTANCES WHERE WITNESSES ARE

AVAILABLE. YOU SHOULD ALSO CONSIDER THE REQUESTING OF POLICE

DEPARTMENTS TO DISPLAY PHOTOGRAPH OF RAY TO WITNESSES IN THEIR

UNSOLVED ROBBERIES.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

(2)
WCM

GIGHO
SEARCHED

SERIALIZED the
INDEXED

FILED

MAY 14 1968
FRI-SPRINGFIELD

Rahuta W
Tc ASAC

If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems. 44-561-494

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-280 (Rev. 8-28-58)

DECODED COPY

xx Radio W Teletype

URGENT 5-l14.68
TO: ALL FIELD DIVISIONS

FROM: DIRECTOR

MURK IN*

IN VIEW OF FACT THAT SUBJECT SPENT A CONSIDERABLE SUM OF

MONEY FROM APRIL 23, 1967 TO APRIL 4,, 1968, AND THE SOURCE OF

HIS MONEY HAS NOT BEEN DETERMINED, HIS PHOTOGRAPH SHOULD BE

DISPLAYED TO APPROPRIATE WITNESSES IN UNSOLVED BANK ROBBERIES

AND BANK BURGLARIES IN THOSE INSTANCES WHERE WITNESSEB ARE

AVAILABLE. YOU SHOULD ALSO CONSIDER THE REQUESTING OF POLICE

DEPARTMENTS TO DISPLAY PHOTOGRAPH OF RAY TO WITNESSES IN THEIR

UNSOLVED ROBBER IES.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS,

(2)
WCM

~SEACHED ND!14 7SERIAZE IFLED.

YFBI- RIGFI

If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau's cryptographicsystems.

I p Q

FD-280 (Rev. 8-28-58)

DECODED COPY

XXX Radio Teletype

URGENT 5-14-68

TO: ALL FIELD DIVISIONS

FROM: DIRECTOR

MURKIN.

IN VIEW OF FACT THAT SUBJECT SPENT A CONSIDERABLE SUM OF

MONEY FROM APRIL 23, 1967 TO APRIL 4, 1968, AND THE SOURCE OF

HIS MONEY HAS NOT BEEN DETERMINED, HIS PHOTOGRAPH SHOULD BE

DISPLAYED TO APPROPRIATE WITNESSES IN UNSOLVED BANK ROBBERIES

AND BANK BURGLARIES IN THOSE INSTANCES WHERE WITNESSES ARE

AVAILABLE. YOU SHOULD ALSO CONSIDER THE REQUESTING OF POLICE

DEPARTMENTS TO DISPLAY PHOTOGRAPH OF RAY TO WITNESSES IN THEIR

UNSOLVED ROBBERIES.

ARMED AND D'ANGEROUS.

(2)
WCM

SEARCHED. INDEXED

SERIALIZED theFILED

MAY 144 1968

FBI -SPRINGFIELDP
44-561-494

If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Routing Slim
0-7 (Rev. 9-25-67) (Copies to Offices Checked)

TO: SAC,

0 Albany = Houston = Norfolk F TampaAlbuquerque 0 Indianapolis = Oklahoma City J Washington FieldF_ Anchorage ] Jackson F Omaha 0 QuantilcoF Atlanta F Jacksonville F Philadelphia
1Dallimore E Kansas City f Phoenix TO LEGAT:() Birmingham F Knoxville F Pittsburgh F BernF Boston F Las Vegas F Portland 0 Bonn[] Buffalo F Little Rock F Richmond F Buenos AiresO Butte F Los Angeles F Sacramento Hong KongF Charlotte 0 Louisville F St. Louis LondonF Chicago F Memphis F Salt Lake City 0 ManilaF Cincinnati F Miami F San Antonio F Mexico, D.F.F] Cleveland Milwaukee F San Diego F OttawaF] Columbia g Minneapolis F San Francisco F ParisF Dallas F Mobile F] San Juan F RomeO Denver F Newark F Sava ah F Santo DomingoF] Detroit F]0 New H-aven F] Sdtle F] TokyoO El Paso F New Orleans pringfieldF Honolulu 0 New York City

Date May 13, 1968
RE:

MURKIN

Retention For appropriate
For information F optional F action F Surep, by

F The enclosed is for your information. If used in a future report, F concealall sources, 0 paraphrase contents.

Enclosed are corrected pages from report of SA
dated

Remarks:

Enclosed for assistance of each
office in connection with any laundry checks
being made are photographs of laundry marks
placed on shirt and bed linen for James Earl
Ray while using the name of Eric Starvo Galt
in the Los Angeles area.

MAY 141968

UrW.

#~~* ~52~-'4

Routing Slip
0-7 (Rev. 9-25-67) (Copies to Offices Checked)

TO: SAC,

Albany Houston Norfolk Tampa
Albuquerque Indianapolis Oklahoma City Washington Field
Anchorage Jackson Omaha QuanticoAtlanta Jacksonville Philadelphia
Baltimore Kansas City Phoenix TO LEGAT:
Birmingham Knoxville Pittsburgh BernBoston Las Vegas Portland BonnBuffalo Little Rock Richmond Buenos AiresButte Los Angeles Sacramento Hong KongCharlotte Louisville St. Louis London
Chicago Memphis Salt Lake City ManilaCincinnati Miami San Antonio Mexico, D.F.
Cleveland Milwaukee San Diego Ottawa
Columbia Minneapolis San Francisco ParisDallas Mobile San Juan Rome
Denver Newark Savannah Santo DomingoDetroit New Haven Seattle Tokyo
E1 Paso New Orleans Springfield
Honolulu New York City

Date May 13, 1968
RE:

MURKIN

Retention For appropriateFor information optional action Surep, by

The enclosed is for your Information. If used in a future report, concealall sources, paraphrase contents.

Enclosed are corrected pages from report of SA
dated

Remarks:

Enclosed for assistance of eachoffice in connection with any laundry checks
being made are photographs of laundry marks
placed on shirt and bed linen for James Earl
Ray while using the name of Eric Starvo Galtin the Los Angeles area.

SEARCHED INDEXED

SERIALIZED

MAY 14 1968
FBI -SPRINGFIELD

Enc. (4)
Bufile Roberts it(44-38861)
Ur(Le w/end

44-561-495

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI 44-561
FEG:blw
1

The following investigation was conducted by
SA FREDERICK E. GRAPER;

AT WEST FRANKFORT, ILLINOIS:

Telephone listing 528-2815 is to JOE SWINKUNAS,
703 East Lindell, West Frankfort, Illinois. JOE SWINKUNAS
employed at Coleman Chevrolet Co., East Main Street,
advised on May 14, 1968, that he has been on vacation
and was not available this past week. He said that his
daughter is dating a TOM POLLACK, a college student at
Beaumont, Texas, and any calls from there are from
TOM POLLACK.

SEARCHED ..... I XE
SERIALIZED' - FILED, .

MAY 161968
FBI-SPRINGFIELD

SI 44-561
FEG:blw
1

The following investigation was conducted by
SA FREDERICK E. GRAPER;

AT WEST FRANKFORT, ILLINOIS:

Telephone listing 528-2815 is to JOE SWINKUNAS,
703 East Lindell, West Frankfort, Illinois. JOE SWINKUNAS

employed at Coleman Chevrolet Co., East Main Street,
advised on May 14, 1968, that he has been on vacation
and was not available this past week. He said that his
daughter is dating a TOM POLLACK, a college student at
Beaumont, Texas, and any calls from there are from
TOM POLLACK.

SEARCHED INDEXED

SERIALIZED Mr. FILED

MAY 1 61968
FBI-SPRINGFIELD

(50)
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI 44-661
RCH/epp
1

The following investigation was conducted by
SA FRANK E. CORN, SR. and SA ROBERT C. HAINES:

AT .AL ILLINOlS'

From May 2 through May , 1968; physical surveillance
of the residence of WILLIAM MAH , 712 Brown Street, was instituted
on a daily basis at varying es o e ay an e n g hours.

No unusual activity was noted during these surveillances.

1, r

SEARCHED.__ - JNI tEXE

SERIALIZD. AILEDp

MAYi161968
FBI -SPRINGFIELD

SI 44-561
RCH/epp
1

The following investigation was conducted by
SA FRANK E. CORN, SR. and SA ROBERT C. HAINES:

AT ALTON, ILLINOIS

From May 2 through May 14, 1968, physical surveillanceof the residence of WILLIAM MAHER, 712 Brown Street, was instituted
on a daily basis at varying times of the day and evening hours.

No unusual activity was noted during these surveillances.

V
SEARCHED INDEXED

SERIALIZED mrFILED

MAY 1061968
FBI-SPRINGFIELD

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



0-9 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI

Date: May 9, 1968
Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _

(Priority)
---------------------------------- --------------------------------------

To: All SACS
LEGATS, Mexico City

Ottawa

rom: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN
00: MEMPHIS (44-1987)

In order to cover the possibility that subject
may have died since commission of the crime, the U. S.
Census Bureau and Department of Health, Education and
Welfare were contacted and they advised that no central
records of unidentified deceased are maintained by those
agencies. It was suggested that each state may maintain
such a record in their Bureau of Vital Statistics or
similar agency.

There is no known Federal law requiring the
maintenance of such information; and it is possible that
if any record of unidentified dead is maintained, it would
only be maintained at local police departments, morgues,
medical facilities, or the like.

Each office covering state capitals should
check to ascertain if such records are maintained, and
if so, should check records for the period from 4-5-68,to date, for any information which might possibly identify
subject Ray with unidentified deceased person over that
period.

If there is no central record repository maintainedin the various states or nationally idi the case of Mexico
and Canada, you should, in connection with your..contacts
with law enforcement agencies on this cast
Bureau matters, make appropriate inquiri N

MAY15 1M8FBI-SPRINGFIELD

Sent Via _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __M Per

0-9 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI

Date: May 9, 1968
Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via Airtel
(Priority)

To: All SACS
LEGATS, Mexico City

Ottawa

From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN
00: MEMPHIS (44-1987)

In order to cover the possibility that subject
may have died since commission of the crime, the U. S.
Census Bureau and Department of Health, Education andWelfare were contacted and they advised that no centralrecords of unidentified deceased are maintained by those
agencies. It was suggested that each state may maintainsuch a record in their Bureau of Vital Statistics orsimilar agency.

There is no known Federal law requiring the
maintenance of such information; and it is possible thatif any record of unidentified dead is maintained, it would
only be maintained at local police departments, morgues,medical facilities, or the like.

Each office covering state capitals should
check to ascertain if such records are maintained, andif so, should check records for the period from 4-5-68,to date, for any information which might possibly identifysubject Ray with unidentified deceased person over that
period.

If there is no central record repository maintainedin the various states or nationally in the case of Mexicoand Canada, you should, in connection with your contactswith law enforcement agencies on this case or otherBureau matters, make appropriate inquiriesE ti ZAINDEXED

SERIALIZED FILED

MAY 15 1968
FBI SPRINGFIELD

44
Sent Via M Per

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Airtel to All SACS and LEGATS, Mexico City and Ottawa
RE: MURKIN

unidentified dead for the period beginning 4-5-68; and if
fingerprints on such dead are maintained, they should be
compared with those on the Identification Order on Ray
in order to effect identification or nonidentification.
This should be handled in the normal course of business
and only reasonable investigation should be pursued
along these lines.

The Identification Division has placed an appropriate
stop on unidentified deceased inquiries it may receive.
If feasible, appropriate offices and Legats, Mexico City
and Ottawa should place similar stops with appropriate
state, local or national agencies in your territories.

Armed and Dangerous.

-2-

Airtel to All SACS and LEGATS, Mexico City and Ottawa
RE: MURKIN

unidentified dead for the period beginning 4-5-68; and iffingerprints on such dead are maintained, they should be
compared with those on the Identification Order on Rayin order to effect identification or nonidentification.This should be handled in the normal course of businessand only reasonable investigation should be pursuedalong these lines.

The Identification Division has placed an appropriatestop on unidentified deceased inquiries it may receive.If feasible, appropriate offices and Legats, Mexico Cityand Ottawa should place similar stops with appropriatestate, local or national agencies in your territories.
Armed and Dangerous.

- 2 -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



,"! Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI

Date: May 9, 1968
Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via _ irtel
(Priority)

------------------------------------------------------------------------- -

To: All SACS
LEGATS, Mexico City

Ottawa

r0-m: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN
00: MEMPHIS (44-1987)

In order to cover the possibility that subject
may have died since commission of the crime, the U. S.
Census Bureau and Department of Health, Education and
Welfare were contacted and they advised that no central
records of unidentified deceased are maintained by those
agenpies. -It was suggested that each state may maintain
such record in their Bureau of Vital Statistics or
similar agency.

There is no known Federal law requiring the
maintenance of such information; and it is. possible that
if any record of unidentified dead is maintained, it would
only be maintained at local police departments, morgues,
medical facilitied, or the like.

Each office covering state capitals should
check to ascertain if such records are mAlntained, a d
if so, should check records for the period from 4-5-68,
to date, for any information which might.possibly identify
subject Rlay with unidentified deceased person over that
period.

If there is no central record repository maintaine
in the various states or nationally in the case of Mexico
and Canada, you , in connection with your.contacts
with law en cement age es on this case or other
Bureau ers, ake appro iate inquiries relative to

SERIALIZED FILED
XER i M Y 1P5e1968

ei M EF sP

Sen io M Per -

Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI

Date: May 9, 1968
Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via Airtel
(Priority)

To: All SACS
LEGATS, Mexico City

Ottawa

From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN
OO: MEMPHIS (44-1987) 44-561

In order to cover the possibility that subject
may have died since commission of the crime, the U. S.
Census Bureau and Department of Health, Education and
Welfare were contacted and they advised that no central
records of unidentified deceased are maintained by those
agencies. It was suggested that each state may maintain
such a record in their Bureau of Vital Statistics or
similar agency.

There is no known Federal law requiring the
maintenance of such information; and it is possible thatif any record of unidentified dead is maintained, it would
only be maintained at local police departments, morgues,
medical facilities, or the like.

Each office covering state capitals should
check to ascertain if such records are maintained, andif so, should check records for the period from 4-5-68,
to date, for any information which might possibly identify
subject Ray with unidentified deceased person over that
period.

If there is no central record repository maintained
in the various states or nationally in the case of Mexico
and Canada, you should, in connection with your contacts thewith law enforcement agencies on this case or other
Bureau matters, make appropriate inquiries relative to

SEARCHED INDEXED

SERIALIZED FILED

60 XEROX

Robert
MAY 15 1968

COPIES MADE F SPRINCHELD

3/12/18DATE
M Per 41-561-498 689Sent Via

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



i9

Airtel to All SACS and LEGATS, Mexico City and OttawaRE: MURKIN

unidentified dead for the period beginning 4-5-68; and iffingerprints on such dead are maintained, they should becompared with those on the Identification Order on Rayin order to effect identification or nonidentification.
This should be handled in the normal course of businessand only reasonable investigation should be pursuedalong these lines.

The Identification Division has placed an appropriatestop on unidentified deceased inquiries it may receive.If feasible, appropriate offices and Legats, Mexico Cityand Ottawa should place similar stops with appropriatestate, local or national agencies in your territories.

Armed and Dangerous.

-2

Airtel to All SACS and LEGATS, Mexico City and OttawaRE: MURKIN

unidentified dead for the period beginning 4-5-68; and iffingerprints on such dead are maintained, they should becompared with those on the Identification Order on Rayin order to effect identification or nonidentification.This should be handled in the normal course of businessand only reasonable investigation should be pursuedalong these lines.
The Identification Division has placed an appropriatestop on unidentified deceased inquiries it may receive.If feasible, appropriate offices and Legats, Mexico Cityand Ottawa should place similar stops with appropriatestate, local or national agencies in your territories.
Armed and Dangerous.

- 2 -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



0-9 (Rev. 5-22-64) 9
FBI

Date: May 10, 1968
Transmit the following in Date:_May_10,_ 1968

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via Airtel
(Priority)

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-

To: All SACS
LEGATS, Mexico City

Ottawa

, FF m: Director, FBI

MUJRKIN

For your information and investigative assistance,
subject James Earl Ray took a bartending course in
Los Angeles, California, during the early part of 1968,
and prior to his departing Los Angeles, in March of 1968,
he made several telephone calls to country clubs in an
effort to obtain employment.

This should be borne in mind in covering leads
in connection with this and other cases.

Armed and Dangerous.

SEARCHED . 'EXEE
SRIAUt rr

MAY 1. 5 98
FBI--SPRI IGHrLD

Sent Via M Per

0-9 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI

Date: May 10, 1968
Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via Airtel
(Priority)

To: All SACS

LEGATS, Mexico City
Ottawa

From: Director, FBI

MURKIN

For your information and investigative assistance,
subject James Earl Ray took a bartending course in
Los Angeles, California, during the early part of 1968,and prior to his departing Los Angeles, in March of 1968,he made several telephone calls to country clubs in aneffort to obtain employment.

This should be borne in mind in covering leadsin connection with this and other cases.

Armed and Dangerous.

SEARCHED INDEXED

SERIALIZED Man
MAY 15 1968

FBI-SPRINGHELD

Sent Via M Per

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



0.9 (Rev. 5-22-64) 6

F BI

Date: May 10, 1968
Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via Airtel
(Priority)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- -

To: All SACS
LEGATS, Mexico City

Ottawa

:, Fpm: Director, FBI

MURKIN &' S

For your information and investigative assistance,
subject James Earl Ray took a bartending course in
Los Angeles, California, during the early part of 1968,
and prior to his departing Los Angeles, in March of 1968,
he made several telephone calls to country clubs in an
effort to obtain employment.

This should be borne in mind in covering leads
in connection with this and other cases.

Armed and Dangerous.

Sent Via __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _M Per_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

0-9 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI

Date: May 10, 1968
Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via Airtel
(Priority)

TO: All SACS

LEGATS, Mexico City
Ottawa

From: Director, FBI

MURKIN 44.54

For your information and investigative assistance,
subject James Earl Ray took a bartending course in
Los Angeles, California, during the early part of 1968,
and prior to his departing Los Angeles, in March of 1968,
he made several telephone calls to country clubs in an
effort to obtain employment.

This should be borne in mind in covering leads
in connection with this and other cases.

Armed and Dangerous,

SEARCHED INDEX
SERIALIZED WATER

MAY 15 1968

Rotier
FBU4 SPRINGFIELD

WA

44-561-499

Sent Via M Per

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



f9

=NEW.

rz rM ,susi ll`ft i

win 80- r4 o esmg~

ro~ SEIAI.9 Q-
*MA 151%%

- FBI =mwSPRINGFIELDs mi

8/18/06

AIR - AIR MAIL

so % asc, Change- me. IndiampoLis (44-663)

-
no at 001, arease, and

Bet-- AMERICAN

The following investigation was conducted by ma LINOMARD A.
on 1/2/20 at Cophan, Indiana:

There were me businesses in of Best Lissela/ Unchea, with the exception Sales a trust
Company.

City Directory and Telephone Directory failed to reveal any
company in existence as A. A. Fessis @.. 123 West Lineola.- Manager, Member Credit Barean, actived who could
locate m Information concerning Ferris Co. New records
reflected as AA Same 111 Meat Lineois Avenue, mining
by Mr. 3. C.- The above- a station to take enve of
transleats and - in constant travel states
and will return to is a few weeks.

(44-681)

SEARCHED INDEXED

NE/Eja SERIALIZED MAILED
(a) MAY 1 5 1968

FBI-SPRINGFIELD

44.561.500

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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at Chicago, Illinois, will adviseis-
at Goahon, Indiana, will interview
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AIR lf Al tl

tO : t~.mgag

bRI tA14 S/S/f

Xe:_______________

rLbtroa at: wapn iftf SU i ar&tflis.ask AXnMeaW., A'a~&

4vsslineal

s~~x* t&,t

h ~~#r~2/ SERHEdC_--IL

5/13/68

AIR TEL AIR MAIL

TO : SAC, Chicago

FROM : SAC, Indianapolis (44-563)

MURKIN.

- ME

Be SI tel, 5/9/68, and AP tel, 5/9/68.
Re: JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN

The following investigation was conducted by BA LEONARD A.
WISSMAN on 5/0/68 at Goshen, Indiana:
There are no businesses located in 100 block of West Lincoln
Avenue, Goshen, with the exception of the Salem Bank & Trust
Company.

City Directory and Telephone Directory failed to reveal any
company in existence as A. A. Ferris Co., 122 West Lincoln.
KOSABLINE LONG, Manager, Goshen Credit Bureau, advised she couldlocate no information concerning A. A. Ferris Co. Her recordsreflected an AA Farms Co. 111 Fast, Lincoln Avenue, manager
by Dr. J. C. ANDERSON. The above was a mission to take care oftranslents and alcoholics. ANDERSON in constant travel status
and will return to Goshen in a few weeks.

2 - Chicago21 Springfield (44-561)2 - St. Louis
2 - Indianapolis

PJF/fjm SEARCHED

(8) SERIALIZED RECEILEDAND
MAY 15 1968

44-561-500
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



IP X44-863

MI M9at C~ago, u11i±0.i, gill "Tvi";ediiaapoia it ASIM loaated.
IinIANAPL 6, at Gashes, Indiaaa, will Lateiview Ate.

IP 44-563

LEADS:

CHICAGO, at Chicago, Illinois, will advise
Indianapolis if AUSTIN located.
INDIANAPOLIS, at Goshen, Indiana, will interview ANDERSON

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



5/14/68

AIRE AIL

TO meC or. LMIS

mm " SLi Ili dAANLI (44-M).

as SI airtel. to SL 5/9/68-.

SAMS SWAItD, ladliaplls t ladimma, w. inuw of Stat.

gPmPatmt of '4MM~ctiom. Contast 8/14/68 with VI&OW, N3.VA 3.

- 5shis (Into)
spJ rinptafield (Into)
TI-chicags (Into)

1 - Indiaaapolias

NI!/ham
(6)

SEARCHED -I..2 .NDEXED
SERIALZE, --.. FLErw

Flit-PRINGIEgLD

5/14/68

AIRTEL AIRMAIL

TO SAC, ST. LOUIS

FROM SAC, INDIANAPOLIS (44-563)

MIRKIN
CR

00: ME

Re SI airtel to SL 5/9/68.

RALPH HOWARD, Indianapolis, Indiana, was member of State
Department of Correction. Contact 5/14/68 with widew, MELVA B.
HOWARD, reveals he has been dead four years,

2 - St. Louis
1 - Memphis (Info)
1 - Springfield (Info)
1 - Chicago (Info)
1 - Indianapolis

PJF/kmg
(6)

SEARCHED INDEXED

SERIALIZEDM FILED

MAY 16 1968
FBI1-SPRINGHIELD

441-561-1501

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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81 44-561
EHD~ekr
1

Tie following investigation was conducted by SA
ELYON 1 DAVIS at Quincy, Illinois, on May 10, 1968:

GERTRUDE WALLING, 1120.Cpllege Street, Quincy,
Illinois, advised that she formerly'resided at 904 Lind
Street, Quincy, Illinois. She advised that when she
lived on Lind Street she occasionally rented rooms in
her home and sometie around 1956 she rented a roomy to
JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN. She advised that she remembered
AUSTIN'S date of birth to be 1898 inasmuch as her year
of birth was the same and that was the only person
She had ever lived in a house with who was born the
same year as. her. She stqted. that ADSBTIN when he- came
to Quincy, Illinois, came to Quincy through some.
contact with a Catholic priest in either Quincy or
Chicago. She advised "that AUSTIN had been in the
Illinois State Penitentiary and came to Quincy in an
effort to obtain a Job and that appareptly this unkno
catholic priest had obtainedADSTI,a job in Quincy.
However, "A1TJSIN lived at her home less than one abnth
when he left and she heard shortly thereafter tha- he
had beep arrested and was returned to prison. She stat d
that she could not remember the name of the town in which
he was arrested and had not seen AUSTIN since 1956. She
stated as. far as she knew AUSTIN did not have any'relative
or associates in Quincy,. 'Illinois, and that AUSTIN Was not
related to her. Retaimply lived Ai her home for a' period
of les than -one month. and that wa& as a border.

She advised that she did ~Qt-khow JAMES EARL RAY
nd ad never known AESTIN to -spea On5dcerning RAY under

RAY'S true npme pr known aliasess

She stated -that she is certain JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN
wa's not a.Quincy resident and that,e knew nothing cohceraing
Quincy a te time he moved to Quiicy.

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY were
*GERTRUDE WALLING and she advised that she WE
this individual before. SstrAzED ILED

MAY 1 'E1968

SI 44-561
EHD:skr
1

The following investigation was conducted by SA
ELYON B. DAVIS at Quincy, Illinois, on May 10, 1968:

GERTRUDE WALLING, 1120 College Street, Quincy;Illinois, advised that she formerly resided at 904 Lind
Street, Quincy, Illinois. She advised that when she
lived on Lind Street she occasionally rented rooms in
her home and sometime around 1956 she rented a room to
JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN. She advised that she remembered
AUSTIN'S date of birth to be 1898 inasmuch as her yearof birth was the same and that was the only person
she had ever lived in a house with who was born the
same year as her. She stated that AUSTIN when he came
to Quincy, Illinois, came to Quincy through some
contact with a Catholic priest in either Quincy or
Chicago. She advised that AUSTIN had been in theIllinois State Penitentiary and came to Quincy in an
effort to obtain a. job and that apparently this unknow
Catholic priest had obtained AUSTIN a job in Quincy.
However, AUSTIN lived at her home less than one month
when he left and she heard shortly thereafter that he
had been arrested and was returned to prison. She stated
that she could not remember the name of the town in which
he was arrested and had not seen AUSTIN since 1956. She
stated as far as she knew AUSTIN did not have any relatives
or associates in Quincy, Illinois, and that AUSTIN was not
related to her. He 'simply lived in her home for a periodof less than one month and that was as a border.

She advised that she did not know JAMES EARL RAY
and had never known AUSTIN to speak concerning RAY under
RAY'S true name or known aliasess

She stated that she is certain JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN
wa's not a Quincy resident and that he knew nothing concerning
Quincy at the time he moved to Quincy.

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY were exhibited to
GERTRUDE WALLING and she advised that she hbodarchéver INDEXED

this individual before. SERIALIZED FILED

MAY 1 1968

FBI SPRINGFIELD

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI 44-561
EHD:skr
2

On May 10, 1968, ELIZABETH ROTH, Credit Bureau
of Quincy, Inc., 528 North Fifth Street, advised that her
file contains very little information concerning JOSEPH
ELMER AUSTIN other than a newspaper clipping which showed
that JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN, age 59, had been arrested on
August 4, 1957, in Robertson County, Tennessee, with
JOHN GEWIN SCROGGINS, age 38, and a DORRIS CALVIN MEACHAM
of Elkton, Kentucky. The three had been arrested for the
alleged kidnapping of a Guthrie, Kentucky, motel clerk
and had allegedly taken him across the state line into
Robertson County, Tennessee, where they robbed him of
$139.00 and set him free. The trio was stopped for
speeding near Ashland City, Tennessee, and the $139.00
believed stolen from the Guthrie,- Kentucky, motel clerk
was found scattered along the highway near the scene of
arrest.

AUSTIN was then committed to the Central. State
Hospital in Nashville, Tennessee, after Government
attorneys said they believed he might not be mentally
capable of advising with council.

The article showed that AUSTIN came to Quincy,
Illinois, in April, 1956, and previous to that he had
been sent back to prison three times for violation of
parole and had spent three months in a tuberculosis
sanitarium in Jacksonville, Illinois.

SI 44-561
EHD:skr
2

On May 10, 1968, ELIZABETH ROTH, Credit Bureauof Quincy, Inc., 528 North Fifth Street, advised that herfile contains very little information concerning JOSEPH
ELMER AUSTIN other than a newspaper clipping which showedthat JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN, age 59; had been arrested on
August 4, 1957, in Robentson County, Tennessee, with
JOHN GEWIN SCROGGINS, age 38, and a DORRIS CALVIN MEACHAMof Elkton, Kentucky. The three had been arrested for the
alleged kidnapping of a Guthrie, Kentucky, motel clerk
and had allegedly taken him across the state line into
Robertson County, Tennessee, where they robbed him of
$139.00 and set him free. The trio was stopped for
speeding near Ashland City, Tennessee, and the $139.00believed stolen from the Guthrie, Kentucky, motel clerk
was found scattered along the highway near the scene ofarrest.

AUSTIN was then committed to the Central State
Hospital in Nashville, Tennessee, after Government
attorneys said they believed he might not be mentallycapable of advising with council.

The article showed that AUSTIN came to Quincy,Illinois, in April, 1956, and previous to that he had
been sent back to prison three times for violation of
parole and had spent three months in a tuberculosis
sanitarium in Jacksonville, Illinois.
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The following investigation was conducted by SA
JOSEPH L. McKINSTRAY

At Granite City, Illinois.

On April 25, 1968, THOMAS GAVIN, 2841 Fortune Drive
advised that he is employed at-Granite City Steel Company,and that in 1963 or 1964 he testified 'for th~e company in a
court hearing at Edwardsville, Illinois, for parole revokation
of CARL HOFFMAN, employee of the Granite City Steel Company.
GAVIN-advised that to the best of his recollection, HOFFMAN
was Charged: with shooting a man, and he believed he heard that
1iOGGMAN had previously beed arrested by East Alton, Illinois,Police Department, along with one JIMY RAYW Possibly idbnti
cal with JAMES EARL RAY,

GAVIN continued that on the morning of April 25,
while driving to work, he obseived a mn on the corner of 23rd
and Washington Avenue, between 8:00 and 8:05 A.M., which he
believed resembled the photo of JAMES. EARL RAY which:.he had
seen in the. news medit. .He 'stated that Fall he can remember
about'this man' was that he was wearing an old style hat with
a* trnted down brim and was walking toward Mon oe Street. He
tated he- could not furnish any fortherdescriptive data- such
as age, height, weight, hair. color, or oter physical character
istics of the man.

GAVIN stated that in 1963 or 1964, CARL HOFFREN
had lived at $251 Monroe stieet iria house owned b? U LMAR _
BELL,. and -thatth s house is located about two blocks from
where he saw this man,

On April 26 1968, Chief of Police RIGGNS, East Alton 'j
Iflinqis, .advised,that he has no r ordldf .CARS' HOFFMAN in
the files of his :department ahd that his department arrested
JAMES EARL RAY on only one ocepsio 13 or' 14 years ago, at
which time RAY was alone. s,

On April 26, 1968, GEORGE GOODIN, 2253 Monroe Street,
advisel that he has 'lived at that ,address for .38 'ears and
.that the property next door at 2251 is owned R
who resided at 2211 Lee Street, 'Mr. GOODIN s afi t
has no recollection of anyone named CARL HOFF N
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The following investigation was conducted by SA
JOSEPH L. MCKINSTRAY:

At Granite City, Illinois.
On April 25, 1968, THOMAS GAVIN, 2841 Fortune Drive,advised that he is employed at Granite City Steel Company,and that in 1963 or 1964 he testified for the company in a

court hearing at Edwardsville, Illinois, for parole revokationof CARL HOFFMAN, employee of the Granite City Steel Company.
GAVIN advised that to the best of his recollection, HOFFMAN
was charged with shooting a man, and he believed he heard that
HOGGMAN had previously been arrested by East Alton, Illinois,Police Department, along with one JIMMY RAY. Possibly identi-cal with JAMES EARL RAY.

GAVIN continued that on the morning of April 25,while driving to work, he observed a man on the corner of 23rd
and Washington Avenue, between 8:00 and 8:05 A.M., which he
believed resembled the photo of JAMES EARL RAY which he had
seen in the news media. He stated that all he can remember
about this man was that he was wearing an old style hat witha turned down brim and wa's walking toward Monroe Street. He
stated he could not furnish any further descriptive data such
as age, height, weight, hair color, or other physical character-istics of the man.

GAVIN stated that in 1963 or 1964, CARL HOFFMAN
had lived at 2251 Monroe Street in a house owned by DELMAR
BELL, and that this house is located about two blocks from
where he saw this man.

On April 26, 1968, Chief of Police RIGGINS, East Alton,Iflinois, advised that he has no records of CARL HOFFMAN in
the files of his department; and that his department arrested
JAMES EARL RAY on only one occasion 13 or 14 years ago, at
which time RAY was alone.

On April 26, 1968, GEORGE GOODIN, 2253 Monroe Street,advised that he has lived at that address for 38 years andthat the property next door at 2251 is owned
BRIDGERwho resided at 2211 Lee Street. Mr. GOOD IN stanadent FREDhas no recollection of anyone named CARL HOFFMAN and a fter
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