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Illinois Drivers License B326 4453 3030 issued
June 2, 1967 to JAMES E. BODKER, 14341 South Avalon, Dalton,Illinois will expire January 30, 1971 and describes him
as male, born January 30, 1933, 5' 10", 175 pounds,
brown hair, green eyes, occupation - construction laborer.
Records reflect license was suspended December 12, 1967 for
an accident. It was again suspended in February, 1968 for three
moving violations but is presently clear and valid.
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Q: WILLIAM A. MARSHALL
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On May 17, 1968, Mr. WOODROW THOMPSON, Parts
Manager, employed 23 years with Rust International, Inc.
International Harvester (I-H), Inc. Industrial Tractor,
and Equipment Company, 1803 West Washington Street,
Bloomington, Illinois, advised that there has never been
a WILLIAM A. MARSHALL or any employee by the name MARSHALL
with the Rust International Company at Bloomington, Illinois.
He related there is no other International Harvester Dealer in
the Bloomington, Illinois area. THOMPSON further advised that
the closest representative for the International Harvester
Company is L. C. BARNETT, District Manager, International
Harvester Company, 505 Rock Island Road, Peoria, Illinois.
Records of credit bureau in Bloomington, Illinois; Police Department,
Bloomington, Illinois; Mc Lean County Sheriff's Office,
Bloomington, negative. A search of city directory and telephone
directory failed reveal any listing for WILLIAM A. MARSHALL
or similarity.

Also on May 17, 1968, Mr. L. C. BARNETT,District Manager, I-H, Four Zero Five Rock Island
Road, Peoria, Illinois, advised that his office covers the
Northern 60 counties for the State of Illinois which includes
Bloomington, and his records reflect no one by the name
WILLIAM A. MARSHALL as being an employee of his or as being
a franhise dealer in his district. BARNETT further advised
he knows of no recent employee transfers from his district
to the State of California. BARNETT stated that any further
checks re MARSHALL should be directed to I-H
Home Offices, 401 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois.
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On this date Mrs. ROSERT STRADER of Lexington,Illinois, telephone 300 365-3143, telephonically contacted theoffice concerning this matter. Mrs. STRADER, who soundedconsidorably upset exotionally, advised she expected herhusband to return house from Detroit sometime late this afternoonand wanted to know whether or not we could assure that hisidentity would be protected in regard to any informationprovided to us concerning the MURKIN case. Mrs. STRADER alsoaskod what kind of protection we could give to her husbandwho felt his life was in danger.
Mrs. STRADER was advised that any informationfurnished to this Bureau in confidence would certainly beprotected but that we were in no position to physically guardher husband and if he felt his life was in danger this wasa matter he should take up with local authorities, however,we were desirous of interviewing him concerning any valuableinformation he night have in regard to this case and would doso at his convenience upon his arrival. Mrs. STRADER advisedshe would have her husband contact the office upon his arrivalat Lexington, Illinois. She was also furnished the name of theSRA at Bloomington and of the whereabouts of our office there.

Mrs. STRADER stated she and her husband were passingthrough Memphis at the time MARTIN LOTHER KING was slain. Herhaband allegedly overheard a conversation 2mong five individualsone of whom he claims resembles the published photograph of RAY,
the subject, in this case, in which they talked about the killing.Subsequently, last Sunday night their car was broken into andon Monday he claims he was followed from Lexington to Detroitby a tan Chevrolet, the registration number of which he wasunable to obtain. This car contained two individuals whom
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he die not recognize and at a rest stop these
the

men took a shot
He

at
fears he is in grave danger for his personal safety becausehin but did not hit him because he "hit ground"

c.ow
he has information about the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KING.

Mrs. STRADER was advised immediately upon her husband's

return she should contact this office and we would set up a

mutually agréeable time and place during which we could interview
her husband concerning this matter.
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MARGRET CARNICILARL STRAINE, wife of ROBERT IIOCD STRADER,
vas contacted at the residence of her father, E. P. CARMICHIEL,
Route #1, Lexington, Illinois, on 4/30/63. Mrs. STRADER adviced
she and her husband were at the CARMICHAEL residence the weekend
of 4/20-22/88. She advised that on the night of 4/21/38 or
only morning of 4/22/60 her husband was awakened by the does
barking outside the form residence which is located up a form lane
one-half mile from the main rural road. She advised her hisband
and her father, E. P. CARDICHAEL, upon making a search of the
outside area, found that the STRADER'S 1967 Oldsmobile Delta
creen colored with black vinyl top, had been broken into.
STRADER advised nothing was missing from the car and no ONE
located or seen in the area. Mrs. STRADER advised hor husband
left alone from the CARNICHAEL residence on the morning of 4/22/08
en route Detroit, Michigan.

lirs. STRADER advised that in a short period of time,
Mr. STRADER returned to the CARMICHAEL residence. Upon his return,
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1:!ARG11ET Cl1Ir.IICIL\EJ..J [}?~};.~:;~, 1::tf o of RD:;JEnT IIoc:o S'.e:t.:\T):S'.:'l, 
t1:.:.s cont~~c·t:cr1 a-c ·th9 rus5.c~ence of l1sJ; f~ . .-i:i1er, Eo 3?. Ci1TI~IICII::.Z:.G, 
Rot!to t.:1, l,e:~ir1::;tor1 1 Illi1:aois, 021· -:t/30/:33., :~:rs; f1 1IT:/:.:)~:;, n.c1·.-1:i.::cd 
s11c and h~r l111st:nr1c.1 ,·7e:ce at i.:;!1e CilJ,:'.IICELl15;JJ :res:;_c1011ca th0 \rc-~::c11(l 
of •1/20-22/GD. She n.dv:i.sod that on th:~ night. o:Z .-1/21/GS 02· 
.r""\ ... ~!•l .... 1 "':ll""\1-"ir'"i"' .... ~ o·!",! L1./9:..1;~n }1.,:-: .. .,_, 1,·;:1C""1'°"~)?'1J·1 Tif)C• .8.~.·.:~J,:.--_("_)J'.t _ _--~r1 "OTJ1 --:··.l1.~ .... lC,)', .. ~= 
~ .... _ ~ ~~-v- ... --1.t..:, .J • ..1o ~..z,,;.J '--u .... - ... ~ .. ~ . .:.;..>>J ......... -:r.. •••• - .. ) _ .., __ - -- ""' .. _ 

b:--).r:~_t11::; O11tt~icte the frtr.:71 1~csj.c18!109 1-:l1:f .. cJ1 is locatc-(l t1p •rt f:,r~·: l~t:c1 
or.~-112.lf r.1iJ .. e f1~01:1 t:11e 1:1uin 1.,l1.1.,~iJ. roftd. Sl1e ac..1~1izcd !1c~ l1':!·;· .. -:·.;.: .. : 
:incl. 1101· fa-'Lh.01. .. , E. P. Cliii!ICI-Ii\BL, 11_po11 1;;n.1~:t11g a rJc~rcl1 of t}~ ..... 
ou.,csiC0 L:roa, f ou11d thn:t ·tl1e S1'~l11D:::::1' s 106'7 Olc1s~·~10~)il0 D.:: l t ~"" 
en)~·, colored \,ith blr:ck vinyl top, had b.e2n bro:~:.:rn in to. :'1:.:. 
B':~l--\i.r~:n. ~:~l·vj_sed not~1ii1g 1,us 1=1:tssi;.10 fro::i t1:.o crtr ttD.c.1 110 :: 1:.c •;:~:=~ 

lc:::--i t.::!d -~r sc011 ill t:10 area, 1.!:r>s. STTifiD;~}.1. 2.c17;is2d hr:11 l1t1.:;:J:tr!d 
1 .. ,-r ...... ..,.0,..,, -'"' Jh --1~-"}··•1-:'""'i·:r·•1nr_ • 'l .,,._ --·0..,..1···1•,•.,.,._ o-~ "'/''<),/'• .. ~.-. t.. a..t :z.l-0 ...(rora c: ..... e l.,.,;\l:...: .• L:.:: .i.:...~,..w 1~es:tCi8llCG OZl enc ~,! ~ ;. __ .... o .t. .•;: .._ .. ._I \..'\./ 

· l!rs . STHiillSll 
S'l"ilf02l~ rcJct11~nec.l 

a short p~riod of 
!'esi<lcm:G. Upon 

t-i::, '.)_, 
11is rctu1·!1, 
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STRADEN stated he had found a note in the recessed area ofspoudometer of his car. Cas. STRADER pointed out that thehas been broken; thorofore, her husband was not notially abtreetto the speedometer). She related this note was made an of wordsfrom nonspecies and pacted on the back of a pooket calender (unableto doscribe the calendar). Mrs. STRADER said the note read insubstance, "If you go to the police or the FBI you will be killed.Mrs. STRADER advised hor husband, after returning with the note,proceeded en route Detroit, Michigan, and after a short period oftine had elpsed, he telephonically contacted her, stating he was atthe Holiday Inn, Bloomington, Illinois. Mrs. STRADER stated her busberinformed her that upon reaching the road one rile north of theCARMICHAEL residence, and Route 63, he san a 1936 or 1967 Chevrolet,tan in color, no license information, with two non in the car, parkedalong the road. lirs. STRADER stated her husband told her that thiscar followed him en route Bloomington. However, they did not turninto the Holiday Inn when he did, Mrs. STRADER advised her husbandthen told her he was proceeding on to Detroit, Michigan,

her mother, Mrs. E. P. CARMICHAEL, stated she had noticed a late
Mrs. STRADER advised upon discussing above with her parents,

model, ten car, making several trips on the main rural road nearthe CARNICHAEL residence on the early morning of 4/22/03.
Mrs. STRADER advised that on the night of 4/22/08 herhusband telephonically contacted her, but he would not disclose hislocation as he stated he was afraid to mention his location over thephone. She related her husband told her that he stopped at a reststop area after leaving Indianapolis, Indiana. Upon leaving his carand walking the direction of the men's restroom, he saw a tanautomobile occupied by two non driving very slow. He stated at thistime the rider in this automobile fired. a shot at him. STRADER toldhis wife the shot just missed his ear and he, STRADER, hit theground where he laid as if he had been hit. STRADER stated that thetan car disappeared and he has not seen it since.
Mrs. STRADER stated her husband believesthis action wasdue to his being in the men's restroom at the Gulf Truck Stop,Lebanon, Tennessee, on 3/27/80, where he allegedly overheard five menplanning to kill Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. Mrs. STRADER stated herhusband told her that one of the men in the restroom was RAY, whenhe recognized after RAY's photograph was published. She stated he

he
further informed her that he would be able to recognize the other

their
Gulf Truck Stop at Lebanon, Tennessee, on 3/29/63. She stated upon

saw in the restroom. Mrs. STRADER advised she recalls being at
rion
the

of leaving the truck stop, her husband did not mention to her anythinghearing of the plan to kill KING. She stated she does recall her
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.:.J_i..,..:;.; ~-.;;.:._,-, - .. ._., .... 0....., ~v .v.-.-'-"' .;., _.,...,-...,;._,. - v_,.,._ - ... v...,. .. ,,-..... - • .J...,. -•-- • ...., i. •.r-l,....,. ('U'l.:""""),,~.---,-, . ,;~ ...... -:r,.,..-,.,e"! ':""\,"'Vl ... }11~•:i·.:1'1.•=? ~·?·:•.·,\~ .,.,._""').;'j't-.... ,""! .. {-;----;, ..,,J.:~.1, -'·!, ..... , ("", -'·,: .. 
J,;.l.:.:; .. iJ..:..-:. .. ~ -~~-; .. ).., a-:.,, .. 1 ... 1J;;.-\,! 11-.s... -·--->.,_,. .. ., ...... , .t.,-... ..... ~ .......... -. ........... _J .. :-.1-..... .!.v 1- • .1..t, __ L .. _ .. ,,. ..... :,t.,_' .. .,,.~,.. 1~.-, ,....,._'"J <t:i-r,_u•!•Q ".'\-l .. ~ ... ..,o;•!- ~-:'"';~"?.,~7-r),.~t~ •"\•'\'"'1 ~•f'"..:-•c' "I'"~ n ~il.f"'\~~--?• t"""":.').~•;r,-l o{' 
p+·-.; ... ~::)~JC.:·~ .. ~1 C.:..t. .:.. V _i.,.:., .-t•~!..,.!.· -\.C.,'l .... i..~ ..... .::.-..:...::,,,;.....,\,4'$ t:,;..!.:..U --- CJ -~ c;-t,. 0--V .... t,,. _,,_....., __ ...._. .... : .... tirl0 11~::cl. e~::?.sod, 110 · J~ele:9120:n.ical:_y co11·t:1ct-t~d 11:)l"'", s .. tn:GiI!£; 118 ~.1r..s at t ·J-1.-::, Y-T--- "'1 ~ r1 ··L·-y 1·n1-i "R1 ,.._ ..... ,.l ·i ,~r.r+n:ri "il1 ·i· ,)'Yi~ "•"?',Cl A • ~'i'"Q.1 I)"?,)}< r,:: ·)- ~ -:;"-'t1 1, ·""r ht1-::- '"'" ,, 

. '- .•---'-·--Ll. .l..- --, .J_,._,....,. •.• ~.-.... v-v-- -:; ... --···-------o i .......... -.,, ;,,J ....... ,. ____ i, _,,..,,,._.,.Jri. --· .,._ .... _J. ... .,,.,. •• 4 ...,.cOi"""' •:,ri 1~ r.,,;<> -1-1, a:-:{· •·1·c~-.:1 ., .. ,.,, r: r• 11 ·; ;,~:- tl10. Y'Q•'lf1 C;1 0 r~ ·i le PO~ ... t 11 o·P ·/; :1a 
.l .. J..:. .. t. _.:; .• ._, .. ,,. -•-- .. -.. (.,.,..,\.-...v ~.·~..;•V..,_ .C..V-.. ... .._.,.,. ,.,..·,.-•,_) ••"" - ............ ~.. • .. ~- - .... -- - -C!:J{:JXCII;\3L 2,as:tc"!.nI1;.;e, 8.11-~1 I~o11·te ·eJ~ 1 i1e SD .. ~7 8. 103@ or lSG"l Cb.::r:_;1"lolct' ~ -· • .... 9• .,, • • .,.. 
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tan i11 co.: .. \):C' ~ 110 .. l1cer1.3a :tn:ror-~:ia·c:;.O.11, ,~1:t"t:11 ·c170 r:r:.:):n. 1.11 t:nc cni..,, pa1.,1:e;~1 ~10·1·:r:.• ~-1,n ~~..-,.0ct !'i1•'l!=~ :'...!11t~7_~··rr:;":j ~!·f·r,·;~.~<'~ h1~--;., }111~}1i.17::--1 ·J-01/1 ,M9-~, --!-}:.::rt ;'-11..;~ 
C,1,__ .....:;...:,) V•-- _;;._~~J,, o ., . .-.,..._... ~--~-.-•"--~~.._,.), -v,_, ... _..,.,..,., •---- ..... -.._......,.., .. .....,;;,_..,. V -- ~.J. __ ., V V ...\.-ca:c- foJ.J.o:.':od hir.1 en ::.:-ctrte BJ.00::i:i.:n.gto,:1~ Eo·;i:rr.:::r.•, they d:td not tu:::·n i11t:o tlle l{olir1~1.Y. 1nn 1711.911 113 t1:!.r;1i rit:is O S1J:~~.t.:J3:Q acl~..r::t;.::8::l 1102~ ln..1sl,.:l..ll·:l then told he1-- he was p:r-oceo::1;:q:; o:n to D~t:a•oi t ~ i~ic4igrml} 

1Irs. S1.11JLD~R [!.Qv:lsed 11pon. c1:ts,;t1ss:lnz r:-:.bo~/0 \1i·C11 l1Gr 1Ja1~0nts, h r·oJ·1, .,,,.., 11-,.,,... ~.., P f"f•-.~r·rr•--.,,~.,._7 ....,,.,.,,,.~- -1 ,.,~,-:, h!l,1 '!'>n·'···lr. -,-1 ,, 1 __ !=d:-~ 
or ,.it t.. .. ~.l. j .1,',;_;.~,o _z,;,,.~ - • v .. -..l,!.,~1!..,.\...,.,.:1-i..1!~1 .... S'} ....:.>li~~'Ct..:. ..:Jl-'C -.t.:. .. -...l J..1."-.)t,. vt ... :,.. .. C::.. ..,.,...,_. '"Oc1o1 ...... ..., r>!)-• =•,,1-4n- ""'0~7<.:>">•!)1 -'•·p-lr,.-. on ·'-J1--:. ··---:i·n -,-,-ll"/>•:">] '1'0"r1 

~ \.V-, t,~ .. ..::. v.:. .. ..l, J.:.!\,"l,n:~-l..:. ... ::;, ,--;; - ~ ~.::.. (-.- "-'- -~.r:" .. :, aaJ. Li.---.. .: .... ,;.:.. ·--- ...t. -,#._ G-..... .I'. -i.-{.., near the CJiit:.!ICIIflEL 1-iesic1-enc0 011 t11a e21~J.y m-q:·c11:1..ng of 4-/22/G;Jo 

Mrs. STRiillErt ~.dvis0d that o:n the rdgh·t o:f 4/22/G8 ho:i.. .. hnsbnnd t0lcphonicaJ.ly contactc:i hEn:, but he -r1ould not disclc3o his location as he stat:ed h0 1-::::i.s afraid to m-zntio:a his lo~atio11 ovc-::." the p!1one. S11e rela~te:1 11a:-<.~ ht1sharid --col(! her ·t11t1.t 110 s·topJ)ed -r-it .a. :t'est · " · 1 • -, ' · - · - " · · . .. ' ~ . h . s-1:op ar-:;.:a 2,:i:;;er -9av2116 .lD.nianapoJ.:ts, 1m:(.:-i:.nnrr. upon .t0:::v121'.;; J.s car , 11 . . ~ 1 • . . • . .. "; •. • - ' 7, ' 
nnu wa ..r:.i.ng ·cr1e ·aJ.rect:J.on OJ: ·cu:G men· s rer.n.::::coo!:i, .Ll0 S!t.W a c.:;,tn . , . 1 . d ~ ,.~ . ., . . , ~ , . J '."I • 1 h . · ... ~nn:0::-1~:nn e o::.:cnp:1.cr ny tr..-o r,!8.ili crrv:i.ng vex·y s .... 0710 .ti~ s·cai.:::;;.:1 ni; ·c J.s t · .,_,- · · · · - · t· · .,_ · · · · .,. ~ · · ' · · + h • c:,.,·, '-,-.-,.-, ... 1,ol_d 

1;.n-:: 1.,ne r:1-c.e1.· 1n nis m.1.1.,0B.cHJJ.+o :(J..1:ea..: a s11oi.: a.., ~-ir:1. 0.t·.,•...:~J.,:l • .r1. his Y!:i.fe t~~~ shot just missed ni:.s; ea:;;; an?1 he, STlUi.DER, hit the g-rotmd where ho laid as if he h2.d \been hit. ST2A.D:SR stated that th0 tan cn.r disappcnr:sd and he has not seen it since .. 

Mrs. S'I'.S1\J")ER statsd .he::.•, husba11d· believes this action Yr.as due to his bein;; ·in the nen 1 s re'sLt,co::.n at the Gulf Truck Sto~), iebanon, Ten::12·ssee, on 3/27 /8J,' -r/h,0r0 he allegedly ov8r;1:)a1·d five men plann:i.n;; to kill ·Dr. 1i:1Rr1'IN LUTIIE~ !GNG, JH. J.Irs. STRADER _st2.ted her. husaand told !10r that m1e of the me:i in tha restroom w2.s RAY, ,~·ho:i he recognized after RAY~s ·photcgraph was published. She si;atod he further in:fo1'1!led her th.~t h-e would b::! ·able to r1-:;ccrrnize the ot:1er r:1en he saw in the restroo:::1. · 1:Irs~ STP:.!ill:2li··advis,:)d sh-3 1.·ecalls bein3' at the Gulf Truck Stop nt Lebanon, T9~n~ssBe""1 - on 3/29/33.·. She s-t.~ted up~n­their leavin:; thG .. truck st9p: her husband did. not mentio~ to har anything of J?.~aring of the plan to; kill KI:rG. She stated she do0s recall her · 
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remarked, "If King goes back to Memphis
he wanted

he will
to see

be
CARL
killed."

husband advised her husband did say not stateMrs.
STERN

STRADER
of NBC, Washington, D.C; whom he knew but did why

he desired to see STERN.

Mrs.
at Lexington, Illinois, on Friday, 4/26/68, where

STRADER
he

and
STRADER advised her husband returned to the CARMICILAEL

stayed
residence

morning of Saturday, 4/27/68, at which
STRADER's

time
son by a

his
previous.

mother-in-Ian
marriage. Mrs. CARMICHAEL told STRADER to he did.until the

had an argument over Mrs. leave, which

STRADER stated she told her husband she had contacted
SpringfieldMrs.

T. SULLIVAN, Assistant Special Agent-incall
Charge,

Mr. SULLIVANMr. DONALD
the FBI, and that he, STRADER, should informed her heoffice

and set
of
up an appointment; that Mr. SULLIVAN

at
had

location or at
would make an appointment available.

to meet STRADER
Mrs. STRADER

any stated her husband

any time when
he- was

STRADER
afraid

was
to attempt to meet with FBI Agents,

unable
as
to

he felt
told her

followed. Mrs. STRADER stated she was
the FBI.

convince
She

he was being
to make arrangements for a meeting with

protection.her
advised

husband
her husband is very much interested in obtaining

STRADER advised of some of her husband's
She advised

activities,thatMrs.
concerning the murder of Dr. KING. that she is surewhich

she does
are

not
not

know all of her husband's business and

he has not told her all he knows.

STRADER advised her husband is acquainted
the summer

with RAYMOND
of

STARNS
1967 that

of Baton
there were

Rouse,
several businessmen in

to
the

obtain
area

money
of to have

Mrs.
Louisiana, who told STRADER in

Baton Rouge,

Louisiana, who were taking
STRADER

up a collection
advised her husband is well acquainted

statedKING assassinated.
Baton Rouge and

Mrs.
Denham Springs, Louisiana, area.

Donnell
She

he
Construction

was, in
Company of Denham Springs, La., which

E. C.
was
DONNELL

doinglives
constructionin

n-the
the summer of 1967, connected with the E.C:

work for the telephone
related

company.
DONNELL

She
had an equipment rental businessrelated

Dallas, Texas.
STRADER

She
and DONNELL were attempting to rent the equipmentin Louisianaand while

trying to gain financing for a recreational
some
park

way they
similar
they were

to "Six Flags Over Texas. She related that
(ph) of Miami,

came in contact
advised

with a
they

CHARLES
could

and
finance

LILLIAN
same

SHAPIRO
but were not >interested,

horseFlorida, who
park but would be interested in financing

RAYMOND
a

racing track.
locate his land which could be used as a horse

SAM BOSKO, both
in a recreational

Mrs. STRADER advised Mr. DONNELL obtained
racing park.

STARNS
He

to help
obtained sanction of the sheriff, (FNU) IRWIN and article

of
also

Slidell, La; however, "things got.out of hand" and an
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husb::rnd rcr.rnrked, uif King r;oes back to Memphis he ·will 1;0 Jdlledf 

11rs. S'ffi/i.DETI. advised hex· hns1nm.d did say he wanted to sco CARL 

STER'!-1 of NBC, -Wash:i.ngton;, DoC.~. vzi~?m ~1e_ knew bu.t did not sta to why 

ho desired to see ~TSRNo · · ·-· · 

1,Il's. STRADER r~dv_j_sed her husband returned to ·Hie · Cli.h1IICII1i.EL 

ro,:;i<lencG n.t L:-xin~ton, i~linois $ on j_;•1·idr1ft · 4/2G/G8 9 ·where. he stny04 

until the morni-½g of _Saturdays 4/27 /GS s i"tt· \'1h:tch ·time. STRADJ~.R. antl. , 

. "his ·r:iot-h-ei'?,win,-law Jrn.d ... mt ·argU'.E?.ellt ·over-·· Mrs. -STI:t.!.DER's .. $.Oµ_ PY a . .. 

previous. r:inrr:l.age._ 1,t."S. CAFt:rrcrr.AEL told"" STRfl.I>E~---to -1e~'\i:e/ .,~:hi9h":]i,0 __ gJg_:; -··· 

· ... ---,.__ · .. 1Jrs •. _ STRADER stated she told lwi~ husbv.11d ·she r..a. d contacted 

. :Mr. ·nm-TALD To. "S"ULLXVinr,· Assi.sfta1it ·Speci:xl .A-g-en-t.,.in-Ch~:-i,~~l!· ·s1jr:i.µ£?;fie+<l 

Offj0~e. o~ the FBI, and that he, STlllwEn, should call Ur. SULLIVArt-·· 

and set up ·r-,:n appoin_t1~ent; that Mr. SULL1VAN ,11?,~l, ~~1:!o:r1:1sd her he 

would make an appo:tutme:nt to .meet STf:',,Apl!~~ at .any lbcat:lon ··01~ at · · · . 

·-any time when STTIADEE \'TaS availub1e. Mrs. STRADEH. stated- ·her lmsband 

;-: told-he:r•-·h9-.W.?-.$._afr~id to atter:1:r,t to··meot ·withr·JJBT l:.ge.11ts.s..-_a,,s.· he.fe.lt 

1 . he ·was b0ing foli°or1ecl.' . .-"11:C's ~ · -s·TRfo..1)1~11·-stat·ed··•She _ was -ur.-n.1;>~-~-- ~.o. ~o.nvij1qf··· ... 

·her husband to make ·arrangel"!lents for- a meeting with the FBI: · She· - · '· 

· .:. advised her . husband is very ·tmc!1 ;interested in.· oi;)tain~ng p1?otect:to":l.1. 

. -
- .. 

Mrs. STRADER advised 6£ some of.her husbandts activities~ 

which are not concerning the ri1urder of D:r. KING. She advised .that 

she does not know all o:f her. husbandts business f).nd that she is sure 

he has not told.her all he knows • 
_,. ... 

. - . 
-- . .. .. ,. - -- ... -., . 

.. . . , . , .. _, t!rs.·· S'I·RADER advise-d--hc-r .J.1,usbang. :ts" acctuainted- with: ·"tl"AYi;IOND 

S'J'~B,HS .-9:f_ p_aton Roug?, Louisiana, ·who toid STRlillEn···:rn-,.tJ.ie'TJSti1nn1$1" ·erf. l 1 

1967 ·th-at . there~ ,fare s1rv~·e1"al~ busi!!eSSF.10-11: )~nc.:.tI'.!&_7 ~r~f.1. -~i- Bn_ton Ronge' -~- - r1 

Lou:ts±·m1n·,•··who·- t;er-e .. taking t1p: g.~ __ C_Ql.J.~9:~ion to obtain '1n6n:ey··=t'o" na1te- -.-. . . ::· __ I 

KIN~ ass~s_s~uated. Mrs.. ST~i~p:m.:, ~'dv:fse:d ·1r~i .. 11i.~·§"va:nd-·'.fs well:_.:.a~Sl1udrr~~c1,_..::·,-,. 

in--.the 13,:tt?Jl Houge and Denham S_grJ:i!gs_, J.p1.11sin.na,. -2..1 .. ea., She stated . 

he ,vas: in.th:3. ~um;ne_r, _q:f". -~~~7 ,_- c"<;n:me',cted--wltii. 'tnci .. E.C_~7 
__ pg~?-.P:ell ."·....:., • . 

- ... .Co~st?-~u~-r;:;on f,ompany of Denham S.pi·•tngs·, -1::a.-;, which ·.\w.s cloing· c.Qnst~~.u~t1.oµ 

·. . work foi· tlie~ te"1:eph"one compimy .-.. Sh~-.-'r.e.l.ate.d..-1~. c. DONNELL lives in · · · ·· · -

. 
\ . . . . .. . ,. ·---· .. . . 

Dallas, .'i;'e:-ms. She· rel~te<l. DOtT~LL had an e_cruipment ·rerital ··ht1s:i.~ess···- -· ··· · 

nnd -Jlh_ile STRADER Jt.rn!" DONNELL .-were ~tter,1ptinff to r~:nt the equ:i.11;-:!ent 

they .weie trying ·to gain ·-:r-ina:t.lc±ng for .. n: .reo.reat:ional pa:('}~ in Louisiana 

s-imilai·· to· 11Six Flags· Over. -Te::-i:as~_n_ )3h?·.related tlfo_t-sonie· Y.fa.y they . 

·. ·crone in .. contaet with. a Cilli.RLES. and LILLIAN SH.APfRO (1Jh°) of' ·1Iiruni;- · 

Flor.idn, who advise.d tl"iey could fin·ance sm:10 but w.:::re not :int0rested 9 

· if!. a recreational· par!~ bu.t would be interested in financing a horse 

!'.'acing track.. t!rs. S'filADER adv:i.sed 1Ir.. DONNELL obta:lned HA.Yr,lOND STARNS 

to ·help loc~te his land w11:ich· could .be usec} _as- a -horse racing park. He 

;i.~so:· obtained sanction- of _the. sh0rif_:c ,-(FNTJ) I"I?."WDf and. $fJ,l BOSKO, both · · 

o:f Slidell", La; ·however, "thi:rigi{ got_-qu:t. of ha}1d u alid ;:in article . 
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appeared in "Life" magazine and the Governor of Lousiana
placed a stop to the entire operation.

Mrs. STRADER advised her husband is in telephonic
contact with her daily but declines to furnish information
as to his location over the telephone, as he is very afraid.
Mrs. STRADER was advised to inform her husband if he has any
information he desires to furnish to the FBI, he can contact
any FBI Field Office who will then arrange for an interview
with him.

CARL STERN, Washington, D.C., NBC Office, advised
a representative of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, that
a man (FNU) STRADER, whom he had met on one occasion while
coering a story in the South, had, on April 24, 1968, telephoned
him from someplace around Toledo, Ohio. STRADER informed him
he was en route to the home of his wife's parents in Lexington,Illinois. He then told STERN a "fantastic tale" about him,
STRADER, overhearing a conversation on March 29, 1968 in
Lebanon, Tennessee, concerning the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KING.
Apparently STRADER was of the impression that the people involved
in the conversation knew he had overheard them and they
had taken his license number. STRADER believed there
had been at least one shot fired at him since that time.
STRADER informed STERN he had vital information concerning
KING's murder and called STERN for advice as to what he should
do. STERN advised STRADER to call the Springfield Office of
the FBI and they would make arrangements to have someone meet
him at his convenience 'in 'their territory. According to Mr.
STERN, BISHOP stated that STRADER is afraid to approach anyoffice and may desire to have comeone meet him at a location
other than an office.

The files of the Springfield Office contain the
following references to ROBERT STRADER, however, it cannot be
determined at this point whether or not they refer to ROBERT
HOOD STRADER of Lexington, Illinois.

On November 19, 1965, ROBERT STRADER, 6'1" -2", 175 lbs.,
employed cutting timber near Edwardsville, Illinois, and in
construction work at Southern Illinois University, Edwards-
ville, Illinois, was considered a suspect in the robbery of
the Hamel State Bank, Bufile 91-20560, SI file 91-2642.
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In 10-06 prosecution of ROBERT II. STRADER was
declined in an 11517 matter which involved a rental can.
RODERT H. STRADER had represented himself as as

employee of
General Telechone Co. of Illinois, reyistering at two
potels at Bloods zton, Illinois, and had skipped without
properly checking out and without paying for his room.
SERALER could not be located at that time but was described
as a white, relo, 35 1. 40, 5'10" as 6', 150 1b3 dark brown
hair, medium build and medium complexion. lie was subject
of Sifile 23-39003.

One RODERT IICCD STRADED was subject of an ITSMV;
UEAP - AUTO TRIFT case in which Eilwaukee was 00,0/63,
Eufilo 26-310703, Sifile 26-23403, This individual had a
rather extensive arrest record dating back to 11/48 at which
tine he was AVOL and which involved record of arrest for drowing
worthless checks, neil fraud, investigation of forgory, and
defreuding an innicepor. LIBERT II.

STORDER whose 131 No. was
given as 244 633 A, was twice a patient at hospitals, one as
a patient at the Patson State Hospital concerning which finger-
prints were furnished by the State Bureau of Identification,
Secremonto, California, on S-3-60 and subsequently again on
9-21-30, was a patient at Abescadero State Hospital, California.
That individual yes described as white, male, approximately
6'3", 190 lbs fair complexion, hozel eyes, brown hair and
was considered to have suicidal tendencies.

A check through NCIC on 4-30-68 indicated ROBERT
STRADER was not currently wanted.

• 
Ill 10-... Gf.~ p:~c::5'::?(;1;-:t:ton c,{' P.CBER':t1 !Io S.T~l.!:..~]h· r:t1:; 

d~cl:J.1:sd J.ll ~:.11 rrs,s:.1~1 i::~·t•i~o~::- ·v;}1:!..~~.h :trr~o] .. ;,~(.! n. :C"en·lc-:.1 c:.~: ..... 
• I~O~~:I::~ I-Io sri·-,~Y:'""7:'?·? ll~1{1-=•~oy:7C:J8l:rC:::c1 1-ii"""'-'J~:)1·? ns r,,::'} ,.,~-:)')"lr-.~•.,..,~ c; 

G:!Xl.);.';:tl :i.'::;1-::..:_-:~.w;:-~.3 Cc .. ' o:~ Illi~:o:ls, l"o::;:tsto:(>i31] ;,..ti:;:;·-­
EC··C0ls r,;.t :3:l.:::::i:t:--_::t~)~1 1 J.].li:~::,) .. n, ~rr11 t--::i? s!~i111;2:-::l ;v:i..:tl101.1i: 
r-•1·0:~-:::;:<t:;,· cl1 ~.::~~:!.~:.:; c.)!.1.t $.11:1 r;j_ tl1011i.: 1:>i1.~1 j.~1~ fo:e his J~oc:· .. 1. 
SJ~:1 .. \J✓~~;_~ co11.J .. t1 n~)-C 1)3· ~t-oca tf::tl a.·l-; -:;11:.1.:£ ·-t:1.1:4:;) bu.t \",--~is t~·:.:::-;8~~:i.~:!1 lb:s. , c.1rtJ."1: l"!.I~o·::1.1 1re 1728 Sl~bject 

0--.0.-3 RQ~:S.¼T 1r:.:cD ~ji)"•~1.:i.}:--~~n ~73 .. S Stibject tJf ar1 ITS:-~-v; 
CD,9/63 1 

Eu:f;~1n 2G~•3}.CJ·:rcJ;. s:r:e:t1.e 2 1.J..--..23{~/~3a· ~·.h~:ts :tn.=:{iv:tc~l!~lJ. lir.!.d n 
:r~2.-tI201:-r 0;:-:::0~·!:;:1. .. ;3 ~:2."'1~~zt 1~ .. 3 co?t.1 c1,.:tii.16 }Jrt~"')l;: to 11/ ~~3 r:. t ,;:l1:1_c!1 
ti1:1~ t:.o ·r."as f~~~~{)L ru:.d. -;:!l1ic~i. i~';101~:78C.1 1~0co!'rJ. of .r1..l~2~.es·t for :ir:-:::~ .. 1i!l~.;' 

1.·,-02.~!;h:i..•~~J.::-: ch:;:~I:3 s- ·r~J-~ ~ J_ :(3:~z-:.t1:1., :l1:-.~7::;.3t:i~~:t\::L~)~1 o:i; :for[;::)"l-:sy, a1~1 
C~:~'?:.:r:.u!:i:t1::~ !1.J.1° i:rrc.:::(~~JP8~~~ I_~:3:I;ll1lt _Ii<, &'i'::1~-ry3)~, \7110s~ 1:nr 1To. 7l~:.S 
gi1=-~•11 1~s 2~4 633 111 1:ras t~.7:l1~e ~ ;1,~~!:te11:t n.:t: l10:~1;itn.l:3 ~ :2'-;.:.~. r:s 
~ pn.tiGnt at t1:.e i~o.:t. .. ~or1 s-z:;nt:~ i·l:)spi tn.l co:!c,::1~11.:,_r;;; Y!.U:tc11 x 2 .. 11:e-:r­
p2~i~~~:s \7.}:S:.,a f:1.::-::-inis1;::=ti. by •r:jlD S'i::t.":."i..:G Bt1~1 s~rr. of I~·~!1·t:I.f:tc:t..!ci0~, 
s~c2~w:~~1rrJ;o, CD.2:t~:r,:.:.':.1i~~ 011 8-3-60 and ~-~n .. 1Dzs-qrt3~~rtly ~;JD.i~ 021 

9-2] .... :30, \?:ts a :p::r;;1 .. cut. kat _i~"tr..2c2:.,:191~0 s-:;o . .-i;0 :!IoGpi-i;aJ .. , fJ=:t:ti:;:o:: .. nia • 

. 'l~!::!. .. ~ .ir.:1iv:lr}un1. ·~r,~s dsscrihGfl as \7hi te ~ rj1u.le, R!J[J:cc::i!.1c~~~;0ly 
5t3 1

:, 190 J_b3o s i:aj .. 1-a co~111eA:lon, hr~z3l c:.res, bl'fJ'\!"11 I1n.i1 .. a11t1 
¼:-as consi-::ex-ed to l1rive Sllicidnl -te11t1oncieso 

A check thrOU:?;h NCIC 011 4-30-68 ±ndicn;i:;ed P.,QBER'l'. 
STI'JiD:ZR was not cur:rently Vi,-in'i:ed • 

..:.. .. k. v r • 
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B. INVESTIGATION, ELDORADO, ILLINOIS
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JERRY EURADE, Principal, Sudorado Ligh School,Illinois, on 4/29/68, unde a search of past condenie excordsavailable at the school. It was determined that in 1970 2DES MAY also known as 3knny Boy groducted from the school.to the SON of J. A. RAY of Wasson, Illinois, and was born on0/10/25 in Saline County and entered the school 9/1/39 andgraduated 5/30/43 with a roak of 105 out 02 119. RAY'S yearbook photograph was examined as to with thesuident in captioned onse. The photo did not appear to beidentical.

COLLEGA JEAN FOX, non Choiscer, Eldorado Illinois, who4.9 presently secretary to the priceipal nt Eldorado HighSchool stated that JAMES DEN RAY was a school nate of hows.who exended a photo of JANDIS BARL RAY and etabed that she iscertain this the two are not identical. She further advisedthat 300 has seen JANARS DED RAY within the papi four years andthat there is no operation that his looks have not changed to thedegree that he night resemblé JALFES BARL MAY.

sr ,i,i.-561 
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C. CECIL RAY
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Mrs. FRENCH was contacted at her home on 4/29/68.
She advised that her ex-son-in-law, CECIL RAY, formerlyof Vandalia, Illinois, has been to her residence on approximatelytwo occasions within the last five years, adcompanied by. anindividual who resembled JANES EARL'RAY. It is her belief that

C CIC RAY referred to this person as JWES RAY. Mrs. FRENCH
was unable to furnish any more specific information as to thetimes or when the visits were made.

She stated that CECIL RAY was separated from her step-daughter, JUDITH EARLINE RAY, who resides at 1013 Main Street,Highland, Illinois. They have been separated about four years.CECIL RAY is believed to be employed in JOLIET, ILL. as a truckdriver for an unidentified Gas and Oil Company and was last seen
by Mrs. FRENCH in 1966. COCIL RAY's parents are deceased but heis believed to have a brother who resides in Vandalia, Illinois,name unknown. CECIL RAY was employed as a bartender at one timeat an unidentified bar on the main street in Vandalia. MRS.
FRENCH had no photograph and could furnish no description of
CECIL RAY.

By way of background concerning MRS. FRENCH, her husband
EARL FRENCH was beat to death in Effingham, Illinois, in early1967 and the case has not been solved. Mrs. FRENCH resides alonewith her dog and according to Sheriff A. D. DITTER, is an avidbeer drinker. Mrs. FRENCH did not appear to have been drinkingat the time of the interview. Shedid refer to the death of her
husband on several occasions and mentioned that she knew howMrs VING. felt
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'Mrs.• ::;-~1_::~:-1CH was co:1.tacte.J at her home. on .Lf-/29/68. 

She advis:::d that her ex-son-in-law, c~::CIL · J.AY, f on.1e.rly 
of· VanJalia, _Illinois, has b0.e.n to he.r reside.nee. on approx-Lm::rtely 
tuo occasions within the. last five years, adcornpaniecl. by. nn 
individual i;,7~,0 rE~se.mbled JAllES EARL' RAY. _It is her be.-1 ie..f thnt 
c:·cIL R.1\Y r<:.:f:e.rre.d to .this 02.rson as J \J'/~~S RAY. l·'rs. FI·U::c-lCH ' " w,JS unable to furnish any more. specific information a:, to ti.tc 
times or wl1e.n the visi i:s w,:;.re made o 

She st2ted that C•~CIL Ri\Y was separate.cl. from her ste.o­
daughter, JUI.:ITH E:A"lLirJE I~AY, who reside.s at 1013 1--fain Street, 
IIi0hlan:l, Illinois. The.y have be.en se~arate.d aoout four y~ars. c--:cn, R!\.Y is belie-Jed to be. enqloye.d in JOLIST, ILL., as a truck 
driver for an. m1..idcntifie.d Gas and Oil C1.)rr.pa:.1y and--was last seen 
by l<rs. i?~~El·-'.C:1 in 1966. CSCIL R:'\Y I s parents arc dece.as2d but he 
is bcliev0d to have a brother who resides in Vandalia, Illinois, 
n.:1.[1"!2 un\:nown. C~~CIL n.AY was employe.<l as a bartend2r at o~::: time 
c1t an tmidentified bar on the main stre.,.:.t in Vandalia. 1<P.S. F_-~_rr:rcn had no :)hotoJra:_)h and could furnish no description of c,::cu., '}._,\Y. 

By way of backmroui:ia. -~~_Oll.Cern i.ng EI~S. F?JJ:,fCH' he~ h_us qand 
-S.-B.L :i'£CI-~CH was b<?:.8.t to de_atl~··._ ~~1 Ef finiham, Illinois, iri early 
1967 an-1 the ca:~e. has not been/-s'.plv_ed. -~ .1-·~rs.?R?:::r1CH resi.::les alone 
wi.th he.r dog and according to Sh_eriff A. _n. DIT'l'ER, is an avid 
beer drink.er. 1-·:rs-. FR:°::f'~CH did nbt mwe.ar to 'have be.en drink in~ 
at the t~me. of the interview. She.did. refer to the death of her 
husband. on several occasi.o·ns an,:l mentione.d that she. knew ·ho·w 
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JUDESH RAY, 3018 191n Street, Highland, Illinois,
was interviewed Amell 30, 1933, ecocomaing box knowledge
of possible association with the subject, JAMES BARL RAY.

JUDITS RAY, stated that box husband, CHOIL RAY,is at the present time soparated from her although they are
not diverced. She stated that thore is a place warrant
outstanding against bor husband, CEOIL, issued by the States

027563 and donedayAlle, Illinois, charging her
husband with nonverport of the S children which she has.
JUDING DAY stated that 10 da her understanding from the
Statos Astornoy's 022100 At Tharkovillo, Illinois, that her
husband may have recountly coved to Wasconsin, in order to
oscape the vervant outstanding against hin in the State of
Illizois,

However, she stated that his location, 11 he
has moved to Wisconsin, is wildown to her. She further
stated that it is how belief that her husband COCILEDAY
has not moved to Wisconsin, but is instead living in Valdalin,
Illinois, with some of his relatives. She stated that she
has on coveral ocessions contacted relatives oz hor husband
in Vandalia but they have profesed to help her locate her
husband, She related that it its her belief that the relatives
know the location of hor husband but refuse to cooporatewith her in finding him and they know the warrant will be
issued against hin.

Mrs. RAY stated that she does not know of any
association which her husband Ray have had with the subject
but said he could have associated withhin before their marriagein 1955 and cay have associated sometime since then with
hila in Alton, Illinois. SEARCHED LNDFYED
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She stated that approximately 11 yours 830,
she and har husband recided in a downbown apartment in
Alton, Illinois, and they recided there for approximately
3 yours. She stated that during their stoy in Alton, hor
husband brought DUNGYOUS friends home with him to drinkin the apartment OF play cards and be novox identified
any of those persons with hin. She state d that she never
inquired as to their identity and would not be familiar
with the name JAMES EARL RAY.

Mrs. RAY stated that her husband is wellkmownin the Vandalia, Illinois area in that he was raised inthat City. She stated that her husband's relatives alllive in Vandalia and they possibly may know the progentwhereabouts of her husband,

She stated that she is anxious to learn the
present whereabouts of her husband and that she will cooperatewith the FBI in any way possible in determining his location.
She stated that it is her belief if anyone knows his
present whereabouts, it will be a member of his family in
Vandalla.

It is her belief that his relatives there maybe protecting his present address.

She stated that a member of the family nest likelyto know his address will be GILBERT RAY who lives on Randolph
Street, Vandalia, Illinois. She stated that a brother 01 her
husband; LARRY RAY, also resides in Vandalia, Illinois, buthis address is unknown,

Another brother, STANLEY RAY resides in Vira,Illinois, and both parents of her husband are deceased.

Mrs. RAY stated that LEONARD BOWLS is a closefriend of her husband and may possibly know his present where-
abouts. She stated that he is the owner of Metzgers Tavern,
Vandalia, Illinois, and the exact address is unknown to
her.
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Another brother, STA'.m.:EY Ii!:i. Y l"esicles in Vira, 
Illinois, and both p~ren-ts of h~z- husb~:mi are d8ceas0d. 

Hrs. RAY sta t 13c1 that .I..ED:NAI:'.D BO~iIB is a cloDc 
friend oi har· husb~nd and r~._\y· pos'sihly b1osr1 h1.G present wi~ere­
abo,uts. She stated that he is thB·· o-:::7n·cr of E~ri.:r~Gsrs· 'l'av8:rn, 
Vandalia, I115.nois, and the ezact addr0ss :i.s unkno1m to 
her. 
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She further stated that PRESSON FRIOR who
is the owner of a Nobil Station in Vandolio, which
station is loonbed at the junction of the 014 Highway
and the New Super Highway may possibly know her husband's
present whoreaboute in that her husband has worked
for him from tine to time.

MES. RAY stated that she knows very little about
her husband's associates and that he would be the one
to contact concerning them. She further stated that
she knew very little of her hucbond's family background
before they were narried and there may be some associates
at that time that she is unfamiliar with.
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The following investigation was conducted by SA
ROBERT C. HAINES:

At Edwardsville, Illinois
States Attorney LEON D. SCROGGINS, Madison CountyCourt House, reviewed files maintained in his office and

stated that a warrant for neglect and refusal was issuedfor CECIL RAY on complaint of his wife JUDITH in Madison
County Court at Edwardsville. He stated that the infor-
mation obtained at the time the complaint and warrant were
issued disclosed that CÉCILRAY was residing in Joliet,Illinois, and accordingly, certified copies of the warrant
were forwarded to authorities at Joliet.

He indicated that he had no knowledge of the current
whereabouts of CECIL RAY and that nothing in file indicated
anything except that he was in Joliet.
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On 5-13-68, Sheriff LEONARD KELLY, Fayette County,
Vandalia, advised there are several members of the RAY family
in the vicinity and he was seriously doubtful of any connect-
ion with the suspect in this case. According to investigation
conducted to locate CECIL RAY, all members of the family are
not too smart and prone to using alcohol to excess.

In this respect, LARRY RAY, a City of Vandalia
employee, was jailed over the weekend of 5/11-12/68 for
threatening his wife, but released on $25.00 bond.

MARION KIRKPATRICK, an employee of the USPO, advised
CECIL RAY lived in the same neighborhood, but has not been in
Vandalia for at least two years, unless very briefly. No re-
moval could be located at USPO, and no mail received during
recent past. Tax and voter's records also negative.

GILBERT RAY, City of Vandalia employee in the street
and garbage work, advised 5-14-68, he is an uncle of CECIL RAY

and, to his knowledge, the has not heard of JAMES EARL RAY, but
possibly CECIL could have known him, since at one time he was
at Edwardsville and Alton There is a brother STANLEY RAY who
GILBERT believes is in Vira, Ill., where he works at Crane
Packing 60. There is a half brother, RICHARD RISLEY, who
lives in Joliet, address unknown. GILBERT RAY advised he
had not seen or heard from CECIL RAY in several months and
the last he knew he was in- Peoria, Illinois, working at a
Shite (phoenetic) Service Station, probably the Site brand
of independent stations.

LEONARD BOWLES former associate of CECIL RAY advised
he had heard nothing from him for two or three years. BOWLES

no longer operates a tavern but helps his son-in-law in the
tire recapping business. PRESTON PRIOR former associate also
had no- recent information of CECIL's whereAbortes INDEATO
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During contact with Sheriff KELLY and Chief
DALE SLATER, May 14, 1968, both advised that the entire familyof this group "were a little on the stupid side.11
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