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Illinois Drivers License B326 4453 3030 issued
_June 2, 1967 to JAMES E, BODKER, 14341 South Avalon, Dalton,
I1llinois will expire January 30, 1971 and describes him
as male, born January 30, 1933, 5' 10", 175 pounds,
brown hair, green eyes, occupation - construction laborer,
" Records reflect license was suspended December 12, 1967 for
-an accident., It was again suspended in February, 1968 for three
moving violations but is presently clear and valid,
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On May 17, 1968, Mr. WOODROW THOMPSON, Paits ..
Manager, employed 23 years with Rust International, Inc.,
International Harvester (I-H), Inc., Industrial Tractor,
and Equipment Company, 1803 West Washington Street,
Bloomington, Illinois, advised that there has never been
a2 WILLIAM A, MARSHALL or any employee by the name MARSHALL
with the Rust International Company at Bloomington, Illinois,
He related there is no other International Harvester Dealer in
the Bloomington, Illinois area, THOMPSON further advised that
the closest representative for the International Harvester
Company is L, C. BARNETT, District Manager, International
Harvester Company, 505 Rock Island Road, Peoria, Illinois.

Records of credit bureau in Bloomington, Illinois; Police Department,

Bloomington, Il1linois; Mc Lean County Sheriff's Office,

Bloomington, negative. A search of city directory and telephone

directory failed reveal any listing for WILLIAM A, MARSHALL
or similarity.

Also on May 17, 1968, Mr. L,/ C, BARNETT,
District Manager, I-H, Four Zero Five Rock Island
Road, Peoria, Illinois, advised that his office covers the
Northern 60 counties for the State of Illinois whjich includes
Bloonington, and his records reflect no one by the name
WILLIAM A, MARSHALL as being an employee of his or as being
a franhise dealer in his district. BARNETT further advised
he knows of no recent employee transfers from his district
to the State of California. BARNETT stated that any further
checks re MARSHALL should be directed to I-H :
Home Offices, 401 North, Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois.
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A ROBERT HOOD STRADER
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- Can this date Nvs, nonomy STRADER of Lexington, :
s = PR NN 8NN QAN N an 2 - Y

I%}IEO{S, uareiacn? 309 oo?walmu, velepaonically contaciea the

*.0 . - 2 o2 Tl e e T T, A "y -
OLilce concerning thig nRYLer, . iHrs, SYRADIER, wiho Sounded

2 T Anam InT - oy e PO A R - 2 - § 2
congidorably uvset exoticnally, adviged ghae exzectald iLor
e o) - - yrene 3 - e I Tiey ot S - oot aa . PR BeRS 2

htfran& ©o revurn home from Detroit somztine late this afternoon
and wanted to know vhethar O not we would assure thne his
N <8 " “ A o o >
identity would he protecied in re2gard to any information

- SN | > B N - - > o e STTTT 2 ‘T
pProvided to Us coucorning the MINKIN o My SIRADIR algo

7 Cre Y B >l Eed . KX
a?ﬁog vhay kiad of protec ¢! sband

P > -5 L 2. -

w0 relt his 1life was in

furnished to this Buresu i c
prot?cted but fhat_xe wers 1y guard
her husband and if he Teit 8 vas
2 natter he should take up iti wvever, |
Ve were desirous of intery SVing nim concerning any valuable
info;ma?ion he mgght have in wregard to this case and would do
S0 at his convenience upon hils arrivail, Hrs, STRATIR advised
2€ would have her hushang tontact the office upon his arriva
.aE L331ngton,‘lllinoi3. ‘8he was also furnished the name of the
SRA at Blcomington and oﬁ.yhe wherealionts of oux office there,

. S
Mrs. STRADER stated she and her husband yere passin
. through Memphis at tne time MARPIN LUTHER KING was siain, D
lmband allegedly overiicar ‘ n 2mong five individy
cue of‘wnom he claims xe the ished photogranh of RAY,
the Subject, in this cne in whiech they talked about the Killing,
-Subsequently, last Sunday ni their car was ‘broken. into and
OR lionday he claims he £ frem Lemington to Detroit
by a tan Chevrolet, the registiration ntmbsr of which he was
tal

unable to obtain. This car coniained two individuals whonm
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e t a rest stop these men took a shol
A . recognize and atl ¢ ca a4 Pound 1
he ?7“ ??t did not hit him because he "hit the grounhd", He
ot .z;””'uf; he is in grave danger for his personal safety becausc
e 27 ahe . . . £ o1 I YT
i.l""hq: jnformation about the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KING,
1 has R : ' '

Mrs., STRADER was advised immediately upon her husband's
return she should contact this office and we would set up i N
nutually agreeable time and place during* which we could interview
' ‘ . . . S e 1 -
her husband concerning this nmatter.
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until the morning of
‘his nothe¥ cwin~law had
previcus.iqxria ge..

. MCS.,SW

Mr -DONALD T,'SULLIVAH, Adsigtan
{, and tha s
and set up aun uﬁUO nuuoﬂ;; that
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Mrs, STRADER advised 6f some of hO? hﬁ“bﬁra' "Cb‘Vlti@S,
ce r\i g the murder of Dr. XiNG, She advised .that
of her husband’s bublﬂeSb ada ub%b she is sure

hehw;mmtﬂdh@wﬁlh knows. o . L

. STARHS .of Baton Rougy Louisiana, Wwho told STRADER In B fsummer of - — -

1987 4that thére vere goveral businesspel- Jin.the ares of Baﬁon Rouge,
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King goes back to Memphis he will be killed?
her hvsnand did say he Wenipc to scec CARL
X b

ton, Illinois, on Ppiday,  4/26/68, where. hé stayed
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appeared in "Life" magazine and the Governor of Lousiana
placed a stop to the entire operation.

Mrs., STRADER advised her husband is in telephonic
contact with her daily but declines to furnish information
as to his location over the telephone, as he is very afraid,
Mrs. STRADER was advised to inform her husband if he has any
information he desires to furnish to the FBI, he can cortact
any FBI Field Office who w111 then arrange Ior -an interview
with him, :

CARL STERN, Washington, D.C., NBC Office, advised
a representative of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, that
a man (FNU) STRADER, whom he had met on one-occasion while
coering a story in the South, had, on April 24, 1968, telephoned
him from someplace around Toledo, Ohio, STRADER 1nformed him
he was en route to the home of his wife's parents in Lexington,
Illinois. He then told STERN a "fantastic tale" about him,
STRADER, overhearing a conversation on March 29, 1968 in
Lebanon, Tennessee, concerning the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KING,
Apparently STRADER was of the impression that the people involved
in the conversation knew he had overheard them and they
had taken his license number. STRADER believed there
had been at least one shot fired at him since that time.

STRADER informed STERN he had vital information concerning
KING's murder and called STERN for advice as to what he should
do., STERN advised STRADER to call the Springfield Office of
the FBI and they would make arrangements to have someone meet
him at his convenience ‘in“their territory. According to Mr.,
STERN, BISHOP stated that’ *STRADER is afraid to approach-any
office and may desire to havé comeone meet him at a location
other than an office, ”a\ -

The files of the Springfield Office contain the
following references to ROBERT STRADER, however, it cannot be
determined at this point whether or not they refer to ROBERT
HOOD STRADER of Lexington, Illinois,

: On November 19, 1965, ROBERT STRADER, 61" -2", 175 1bs.,
employed cutting timber near Edwardsv111e, Illlnois, and in
construction work at Southern Illinois Un1vers1ty, Edwards-
ville, Illinois, was considered a suspec¢t in the robbery of

* the Hamel State Bank, Buflle 91-20560, SY file 91-2642,
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B, INVESTIGATION, ELDORADO, ILLINOIS
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C. CECIL RAY
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Mrs. "RENCH was contacted at her home on 4/29/68,

She advised that her ex-son-in-law, CICIL’ RAY, formerly
of‘Vandalia,,Illinois, has been to her resldowcc on aDDrOVLﬂﬂLOly
tvo occasions within the last five years, adcompanied by. an

individual wio resembled JANHES EARLRAY it is he” belief that
CTCIL RAY refery i to this person as J\NfS RAY., Yrs. FRINCH

was xnaale to furnish any more specific infox matloq as to the
times or when an v1s1tQ ware nade.

She state1 that CuCIL RAY was separated from her step-
daughter, JUDITH EARLINE RAY, who resides at 1013 Main Street,
Hizhland, IlLlnols. They Havc been senarated about four years.
C3CIL RAY is believed to be emnloyed in JOLIET, JTLL., as a truck
driver for an unidentified Gas nd Cil Company and-.was last seen
by Lrs. FRENCI in 1965. CHCIL & RAY's parents arc deceased but he
1s believed to have a bwother who resides in Vandalia, Illinois,
name uiknown., CRCIL RAY was WWlO]bJ as a bartender aL ona time
at an unidentified bar on the main strect in Vandalia, MRS,

Gl had no nhotogranh and c01ln furnish no description of

RAY, ) .

By way of bacl brouna concern1n¢ MRS, FRENCH, her husbhand
EARL MRINCH was beat to death™ In Lalndham, I]]LnoLs in early
1967 anl the caze has not bmeﬂ splved, - ¥rs.FRENCH rcsiies al one
with her dog ani according to ShnrlFE A. ®, DITIER, 1is an avid
beer drinker. Mrs. FRINCH did not aopear to have been drinking
at the time of the 1nterv1cw. Shedid refer to the death of her

~hushand on several occasions and mentioned that she knew ‘how
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The following investigation was conducced by SA
ROBERT C. HATNL‘, :

" At Fdwardsville, Illnois

States Attornay LEON D. SCROGGINS, Madison County
Court House, reviewed files maintained in his office and
stated that a warrant for neglect and refusal was issued
for CECIL RAY on complaint of his wife JUDITH in Madison
County Court at Edwardsville. He stated that the infor-
mation obtained at the time the complaint and warrant were
issued disclosed that CECIL RAY was residing in Joliet,
I11linois, and accordingly, certified copies of the warrant
were forwarded to authorities at Joliet.

He indicated that he had no knowledge of the current
whereabouts of CECIL RAY and that nothing in file.indicated
anything except that he was in Joliet.
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-1.3.68, uhOrlif L&OSARD'KELLY Fayette County,
Vandalia, advised there are several wembers of the RAY family
in the vieinity and he was n“loUﬁlw doubtfiul of any connect-
ion with the suspect 1n thi% case, According to investigacion

conducted to locate Y, all wewbers of the family arc
not too smart and prone to using alcohol to excess
In this reapect, LARRY RAY, a’/luy of Vandalia

cmployen, was jailed over the weekend of 5/11.12/68 for
threaggﬂ‘ng his wife, but released on $25.00 bond.

MARTION KIRKPATRICK, an emp}.oyce-of ‘the USPO, ad
CECIL RAY lived in the ‘same neighborhood, but has not been
Vandalia for at least two yeara, unless very briefly. WNor
moval could be located at USPO, and no mail feceqved during
recent past. Tax and voter's records also negative.

GILBERT RAY, City of JaﬁﬂQIl“ emSTOyec in the strcet
and garbage work,. aqv1ﬂed 5-14«68, he is an uncle of C"CTL RAY
and, to his knowledge, ‘he has not heard of JAMES EARL RAY, bat
possibly CECIL could'hav iknown him, since at one time. he was
at Edwardsville and A]Lown! There” 1o a brother QTAJL“V RAY who
GILBERT believes is in Vira, Ill., wuere he works at Crane
Packing 60. There is a half brother, RICHARD RIch-f, who
lives in Joliet, address unknown, GILQ ERT RAY advised hé
had not seen or heard from CRCIL RAY in several months gn

. the last he knew he was iw P@oman Illinois, working at.

Shite (phoenctic) Service Sta TGW probably tne Site brand
of independent stations, 4

"LEONARD BOWLES fomer associate of CECII,RAX advised
he had heard nothing from him for two or three years. BO./LES
no longer opbrht s- a -tavern buk help° his son-in-law in the
tire recappinig business. PRESTON PRIOR Lormar_a_,crmaw»—-lgo

had no recent 1n£or1atloﬂ of: CPCIL’ﬁ waeLeubJLtJrf;ﬁffﬁ Y it

- d

;
4

~ 211 -~
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During contact with Sheriff KELILY and Chief
DALE SLATER, May 14, 1968, both advised that the entire family

of this group "were a 1little on the stupid side.,"

.
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