FD . 24 : 5 Q)

ED FROM OR ADDED TO THIS FILE)

N

250611/80/8

Y

|

—— HWMW
196 #1100
# oseD / ssejd
anaoNmds-1s |
»
v
~
=
o
=
=X
&
44
=
H ‘
~
|
|

A anS

l

R4

LI

|

|

|

)'IVO}‘:IOOOd

9IS
# eues

ML

4ALNGD SQHODTY WuLkED - 1gd |

IS :91000-t700-1S

EEPSNOUSIRERES

AINO

B I S RSV DY PR

WL VALUE of

'NATIONAL ARCHIVES
INVESTIGATION

Bureau File Number 22-_ 3o/

rel
e

sjeusg

A=

_Seealso Nos, = n? s s s oo

e

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

. o Beenll . = T L

"ON NOLLYOLIISSVID. .

J'aqtllﬂN~ swnjo A )

4,




..ﬁ‘)
NI

FEDERAL BUREAU

FD-2335 {Rev. 5867

o S

i“.

INVESTIGATION

*

OF

.
REPORTING OF FICE OFFICE o.t-'omrm - OATE mve‘,sncucvr. f-’E‘-’xOQ
S?ﬁ}hGFILLD WEHP“.N 5/24/68 3/25/68 ~ 5/??/58
NTLEGF ¢ LAS:: RTPORT MADE BY rYPen BY
JAMES BARL RAY. Aka SA WILLIAN ROBERTS, XII sis
+ k3 a [} N td

FUGITIVE;

10 4182

WE 442-A

TOP TEN ¥GGITIVE; ,
DOCTOR MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, -
YICTIN,

CHARACTER GF CASE

CR - CONSPIRACY;
UFAC ~ ROBEERY

REFERENCES ¢

Bureau airtel to Al)l Offices, dated 5/7/68,

-pP -

L¥ADS

e st

SPRINGFIELD DIVISION

At Springfield, illinois.
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SI 44-561

‘Bureau (44~-38861)

Menphis (44-1987) :
Atlanta (44-2386) (Info)
Birminghan (44-1740) (Info)
Chicago (44-1114) (Info)
‘Houston (44~-1509) (Info)
Jackson (Info)

Kansas City (44-760) (Info)
Los Angeles (44-1574) (Info)
New -Orleans (157-10673) (Info)
St. Louis (44-775) (Info)
Springfield (44-561)
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SI 44-561

Will continue efforts to locate subject RAY.

ADMINYSTRATIVE DATA:

3

Inforration copxes sent Atlanta, Birninghan, Chicago,
Houston Jackson, Kansas Cxty, Los Angeles, New Orleans,
and St. Louis Divisions in view of pending investigation
in those Divisions,

No leads arebeiné set forth in this report
as they have been.and are being set out by nore expeditious
connmunications,

For the sake of brevity, the body of this
report does not contain the voluminous negative information
obtained by the Springfield Division during the period of
this report, This infornmation is a matter of record in the
Springfield Division and reflects negative information re:

(1) ' ERIC STARVO GALT, agency checks; barge lines;
dance studios

(2) Laundry checks
(3) Agency checks re HARVEY LOWMYER or LOYMEYER

4) .Canvass,ofiunsolved ‘bank robberxes in the
‘ Springfiqld;D}vision -

(5) Canvass of ldé'enforc;ment agencies re
unidentified ldatent fingerxprints

(6) ,Automobiles stolen fraz the State of Georgia

(7) Possible suspects and lookalihes which
. originated and.were resolved wholly within
the Springfield Division

(8) Nonproductive interviews as a result of”
various telephone and mail coverage
- C -
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SY 44-561
(9) Contacts with informants and sources,
Springfiecld Division

(10) Surveillances of subject's fanily and
associates, Springfield Division

During the course of this investigation, appropriate

,dissenination has been nade by the Springfield Division

to all law cnforcement agencies and nass media contacts
within the Division.

Interviews with SI 1656~C

On March 25, 1968, a photograph of JAMES EARIL
RAY, FBI #306 443 A, nade at jMissouri Department of
Corrections on March 17, 1960 was exhibited by SA ELYON H,
DAVIS to SI 1656-C, Informant advised that the photograph
was familiar to hin and was someone that he thought he had
known in St. Louis, Missouri, in either 1959 or 1960,
Infornant stated that he had nevexr seen RAY to his
knowledge in Quincy, Xllinois. Informant advised that
he is very close to WALTER TERRY RIFE and sees RIFE on a da11y
basis, He advised that RIFE had been living at the hone of
his brother, LONNIE RIFE at Baylis, X1llinois, however, in

February, 1967, WALTER TERRY RIFE had started running the res-

taurant -in the Varginiadlotel, in . Quincy, XIllinois. Informant
advised that he would contact WALTER RIFE and determine if

RIFE knew anything concerning RAY's whereabouts. Informant
advised that he did not feel that WALTER RIFE would

cooperate with the Fedexal: authorities inasmuch as it was
RIFE's nature to not cooperate with police. Informant advised
that WALTER RIFE had been working on a daily basis at the
Virginia Hotel in Quincy, and ‘informant knew that in the recent
past, RAY has not been in contact with WALTER RIFE.

On April 7, 1968, SI. 1656-C was recontacted by
SA ELYON H, DAVIS concerning JAMES EARL RAY. Informant advised
that he had contacted WALTER TERRY RIFE on several occasions
since last contacted and that WALTER RIFE had no. information
as to the present whercabouts of JAMES EARL RAY. He advised

I
Cover Page
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SX 44-561

that WALTER TERRY RIFE had told hinm he had not seen RAY
since RIFE left Leavenworth Federal Penitentiary in 1857,

On* April 19, 1268, SI 1656-C was contacted by
SA ELYON H, DAVIS and SA THOMAS M, SCHOENHOFER and was
exhibited photographs of JAMES EARL RAY, FBIY #306 443 A,

- nade at Missouri Deparitnent of Corrections on March 17,
. 1860, as well as a photograph of ERIC STARVO GALT,

Informqnt advised that he has never to his knowledge seen this
individual in the Quincy, Illinois area, He advised that he
had been contacting WALTER TERRY RIFE almost on a daily
basis and that this individual is definitely not

with JAMES FARL RAY at the present time. The informant
advised that he is certain that WALTER TERRY RIFE was
working at his restaurant at the Virginia Hotel during

the period from March 29, 1268 through April 4, 1968.
JInformant advised that he cannot remember exaccly where

he had ever seen RAY, however, he feels it was in bars
located on Olive Street in St, Louis,Missouri, and

to the best of his knowledge, it vould have been sonetine
around 1959 or 1960, The informant advised that he is
certain that RAY has not been in the Quincy area in' the
recent past or else the informant would know of it.

Informant advised that he personally is acquainted
with 211 of the Country Music Night Clubs in the Quincy,
‘I11indis general area and visits ‘these places quite
frequently and he is certain that RAY has not recently been

to any of these night clubs.

Infornmant was: 1nstructed to work full tine' concernxng
the development of any information concerning the whereabouts,
activities or background concerning RAY.

Interviews with SY 1661-R-Prob: ‘ .

On May 1, 1968 SI 1661-R-Prob was exhibited the
photooraph of an unknown nale allegedly resembling the
subject in this matter taken at a Minutenmen Meeting.
Informant was unable to identify this individual as being
anyone he has cone 1n contact with withln the Minutemen
Organization, PR
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SI 44561

Re Prior Threats to MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR..

On May 3, 1968, Mrs. EUGENE WALDON (protect),
Route 3, West Frankfort, Yllinois, nmother of JOHN C, MEDIZER,
advised her son is presently residing at 5506 E, R, L.
Thronton (possibly Thornton) Freeway, Dallas, Texas,

During the course of this investigation, WILLIAM
HICKLE, Serxvice Representative, Xllinois ' Bell Telephone
Company, Quincy, Illinois, (whose identity should be
protected,)has furnished information affording appropriate
coverage of all of subject RAY's fanily and associates in
the Springfield Division, Al) leads derived fronm this source
have been checked and telephone subscribers elininated
as having no connection with this matter.

Records of the Illinois Bell Telephone Company, .
should they be nceded in the future, can bce obtained
through the issuance of a Subpoena Duceg Tecun directed
to Mr., HICKLE,

It should be noted that the investigative
pexriod of this report precedes the date of KING's
assassination; this fact due to Springfield Division's
prior 1nvestigat1ve interest in JAMES EARL RAY, SIY file '
88~5361, Bufile 88-41730, entitled "JAMES EARL RAY, Aka -
Fugltxve UFAC -~ ROBBERY FIRST "
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION_

SA WILLYAM ROBERTS, XIX Office:  Springfield
May 24, 1868 ‘

SI 44-561 Bureou File f: 4438861

JAMES EARL RAY

YO 4182

WEF 442-A

TOP TEN FUGITIVE ] _
DOCTOR MARTIN LUTHER KING, JRY -
VICTIM

CYVIL RIGHTS -~ CONSPIRACY;
UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID CONFINEMENT - ROBBERY

Springfield-files reflect HARVEY EDWARD LOHMEYER
-located and interviewed and determined not identical
with subject in this case, Birth and other pertinent
records located for subjecct JAMES EARL RAY. Numerous
files reviewed rc fanily of JAMES EARL RAY and those
within Springfield vaxslon located and interviewed,
Prison records c¢hecked re RAY, Contact being
maintained with'all relatives at this time. .
Information developed and furanished re actual and
alleged past associates of RAY, Interviews with
possible. fellow innates of RAYs at Illinois State
Penitentiary, Pontzac, Illinois, negative. ' Information
oevelopod and set forth re BENNY K., PINKSTON and . .
JOHN C,' MEDIZER, who have made prior threats against
MARTIN LUTHER KIhG ‘IR Investigation conducted to
elinminate numerous possxble suspects and lookalikes

to JAMES EARL RAY,' Wife of ROBERT HOOD STRADER
“located and interviewed. Investigation continuing-

to locate CECIL RAY,! ARMED AND DANGEROUS, "o

.
. ' =
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This document contatss nelther l'ecom!ﬂeudations nor conclusions of the F8I. It s the property of the FBI and is.loaned to

l\ your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside,your agengy.
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"INTEROFFICE" LOOKALIKES AND POSSIBLE SUSPECTS
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CARLRICE 00‘00 ‘00_000

WILLYAM RAY KING . . o o o .
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I. HBARVEY EDWARD LOHMEYER
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On April.8, 1968, a check of Springfield Division
indices reflected a reference to HARVEY LOHMEYER, white
rale, age 23 in 1955; 5' 8" tall; FBI #730 979A; homne .
address, Palmyra, Xllinois,

On April 13, 1968, a recheck of the records
of the Xllinois State Prison Farm, Vandalia, Illinois,
regarding the sentence serxrved by HARVEY LOHMEYER,
inmate number 33316, FBI # 730 979A, was verified as
June 5, 1951 to October 20, 1951, LOHMEYER was sentenced
from Adams County, Quincy, Illinois, on a charge of riot,

His previous identification and arrest record
contains only an arrest on August 10, 1959, by Adams County
: Sheriff's Office on the charge of robbery and the disposition
for the charge is shown as '"pending"”., His inmate number
33316 and FBI number 730 979A do not show other sentences at
this institution for this person under the name LOHMEYER or
: in the alias file,

. Also, on April 13, 1968, the records of the
penitentiary show HARVEY LOHMEYER, Illinois State Penitentiary
Menard Number 24525, received at Menard, May 19, 1955, to
serve 2 to 5.years on a charge of burglary, He was paroled
July, 1958, A review of-the file for associates and correspon-
dents reflects no information that LOHMEYER associdted for
| corresponded with ERYC GALT. .

On April 13,.71968, THOMAS R, LOHMEYER, DONALD L.

o LOHMEYER, WALTER R,’ LOHMEYER,.JR, all brothers of HARVEY EDWARD
. LOAMEYER, FBI #730 979 A were interviewed and all presently

3 .reside in Quincy, IXllinois area, DONALD L, LOHMEYER is enployed

{ by Durst Dairy at Quincy,alllinois, and was working during -

period March 29, 1968 and April 4, 1968 and his attendance

; at work was verified, THOMAS R, LOHMEYER and WALTER R, LOHMEYER,

| JRJ are both employed by Monogram Industries, Quincy, Illinois,

; iggsbothmgre in Quincy, Illinois, from March 29, to April.4,

0l
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. """ on 7/55 IR 25 teste¢ by Dr. GRAVIS:
SHMITH, Beverly Faxms, Godfrey, Xllinois, and pronouncec

q
.- retardation was found in iat that time.

On 8/97/55 MELBA MARIE RYAN was cormitted to
the Jacksonville State lospital, Jacksonville, Illinois,
and custody of RYAN taken fxom GEORGE PARSONS and given
to the Illinois Youth Cormission. Judge SCHOLZ advised
that apparently at that *time HELBA MARIE RYAN had
attenpted to set fire to the PARSONS' home. He stated

- that this had been kept gquict by PARSONS ana was not

known gcne rally.

On 3/20/56 Dr. GRAVIS SMITH, Beverly Farxms,
Godfrey, Illinois, had found Hto be retarded
and arrangements were being made to place him in a home
for the' feeble-minded.

The file showed that on 9/10/56_
had been placed in custody of the Lincoln State
School and Colony, Lincoln, Illinois. :

- " On 8/6/57 MELBA ‘liARIE ‘RYAN was granted a dlsc‘xarge
from_the Jacksonville State Hospital. .

On 10/24/57 custody of FRANKLIN RYAN and sﬁSAN'

RYAN was given to the Catholic C‘larxtles of Sprmgfleld
Illinois. . e
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