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Illinois Drivers License B326 4453 3030 -issued
June 2, 1967 to JAMES E.' BODKER, 14341 South Avalon, Dalton,
Illinois will expire January 30, 1971 and describes him
as male, born January 30, 1933, 5' 10", 175 pounds,
brown hair, green eyes, occupation - construction laborer.
Records reflect license was suspended December. 12, 1967 for
an accident. -. It was again suspended in February, 1968 for three
moving violations but is presently clear and valid.
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On May 17, 1968, Mr. WOODROW THOMPSON, Paits
Manager, employed 23 years with Rust International, Inc.,
International Harvester (I-H), Inc., Industrial Tractor,
and Equipment Company, 1803 West Washington Street,
Bloomington, Illinois, advised that there has never been
a WILLIAM A.' MARSHALL or any employee by the name MARSHALL
with the Rust International Company at Bloomington, Illinois.
He related there is no other International Harvester Dealer in
the Bloomington, Illinois area. THOMPSON further advised that
the closest representative for the International Harvester
Company is L.' C. BARNETT, District Manager, International
Harvester Company, 505 Rock Island Road, Peoria, Illinois.
Records of credit bureau in Bloomington, Illinois; Police Department,
Bloomington, Illinois; Mc Lean County Sheriff's Office,
Bloomington, negative. A search of city directory and -telephone
directory failed revehl any listing for WILLIAM A. MARSHALL
or similarity.

Also on May 17, 1968, Mr. L; C.' BARNETT,
District Manager, I-H, Four Zero Five Rock Island
Road, Peoria, Illinois, advised that his office covers the
Northern 60 counties for the State of Illinois which includes
Bloomington, and his records reflect no one by the name
WILLIAM A. MARSHALL as being an employee of his or as being
a frandxise dealer in his district. BARNETT further advised
he knows of no recent employee transfers from his district
to the State of California. BARNETT stated that any further
checks re MARSHALL should be directed to I-H
Home Offices, 401 North,Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois.

,- 194

iS

SI 44-561
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On this date llrs. ROBERT STRADER of Lexington,Illinois, telephone 300 335-3148, telephonically contacted theoffice concerning this matter. Mrs. STRADER, who soundedconsiderably upset emotionally, advised she expected herhusband to return home from Detroit sometime late this afternoonand wanted to know whether or not we would assure that hisidentity would be protected in regard to any informationprovided to us concerning the MURKIN case. Mrs. STRADER alsoacked what !iind 01 protection 170 could give to her husbandwho felt his life vas in danger.
Mrs. STRADED was advised that any informationfurnished to this Burcau in confidence would certainly beprotected but that we were in no position to physically guardher husband and if he felt his life was in danger this wasa matter he should take up with local authorities, however,to were desirous of interviewing him concerning any valuableinformation he night have in regard to this case and would doso at his convenience upon his arrival. lirs. STRADER advisedshe would have her husband contact the office upon his arrivalat Lexington, Illinois, She was also furnished the name of theSRA at Bloonington and of.the whereabouts of our office there.

Mrs. STRADER stated she and her husband were passingthrough Menphis at the time MARTIN LUTHER KING was slain. Horhaband allegedly overheard a conversation 2mong five individualsone of whom he claims reseables the published photograph of RAY,
the subject, in this case, in which they talked about the killing.Subsequently, last Sunday night their car was broken into andon Monday he claims he was followed from Lexington to Detroitby a tan Chevrolet, the registration number of which he wasunable to obtain. This car contained two individuals whom
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d4e d:{ z:ot recognlize and at a -rest stop these men too:: a shut
^z but (lid not hit him because he 'chit the ground " Ile

.~.'fears he -is in grave danger for his personal safety because

;:c has inform'ationl about the kL-ling of MIARTIN LUTHER Klo.

Mrs. STRAD R was advised -imediately upon her husband's

return she should contact -this office and we would set up a

mutually agreeable -time and place during' which we could interview
her husband concerning this matter.
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he but did not hit him because he "hit the ground" Hedid not recognize and at a rest stop these men took a shot

at him
fears he is in grave danger for his personal safety because

he
ROM

has information about the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KING.

Mrs. STRADER was advised immediately upon her husband's

return she should contact this office and we would set up a

nutually agreeable time and place during which we could interview
her husband concerning this matter.

197

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Si 44-561

Iw

IS~ las 'otCte? at the reoii~dncc ol- he~.. rs~'. Zav. . P. rx :.I {.'!t"2^L
rst,' and, le.- husband ;oro+ tit the . iC2Y :«, Czidonc s - + .a,

3 O i .. /2.-2M2/38 She a-Jv sod that on the night, 09 4/21/68 oi,
bar:tin- ou*.i~o e c.Y33`,oic "3.s loCatcd iip :c a i

A~ o~1 'i. £iif.zno:ro:A 1.11 min 'rurac`krod Silo advi txi !.or i
^.nd, !I'r £t410r, ~.. CA.` 'iciCrAII 1, uon ming; a senrch Of :;.".sce nra on tha ta,'". .]so~~ r~ hlQ" ' ZSp.4 ' . ./crf. ,. c~loed zaiithI :e vinyl tolp- had bzayn L'~~ nO

s-y s.. . ^ 1'Z' ,ci nonii C^a T.si '. .rom w tho c'ar and noI;c, .'"Y;:

c 1ft alne:Z the C..Mh..CI!' L -l'~f &ion theC oi .4 ,' :sa

O* n rout. 1Y Itrit,, .+iLch ia; " t

aa

" _ 9 -;,'

i- r

-, . ft

SI 44-561

MARGRET CATHICIANEL STRADER, wife of RCBERT HOOD STRADER,
was contacted at the residence of her father, E. P. CARHICHAEL,
Route #1, Lexington, Illinois, on 4/30/68. Mrs. STRADER adviced
she and her husband were at the CARNICHAEL residence the weekend
of 4/20-22/68. She advised that on the night of 4/21/68 or
early morning 05 4/22/30 her husband was awakened by the dost
barking outside the farm residence which is located up a form
one-half nile from the main rural road. She advised her husband
and her father, E. P. CARMICHAEL, upon caking a search of the
outside area, found that the STRADAR's 1967 Oldsmobile Delta
cross: colored with black vinyl top, had been broken into.
STRADER advised nothing was missing from the car and no CHO was
located or seen in the area. Mrs. STRADER advised her husbandleft alone from the CARMICHAEL residence on the morning of 4/22/65
on route Detroit, Michigan.

Hrs. STRADER advised that in a short period 02 time,
Mr. STRADER returned to the CARVICIALL residence. Upon his return,
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STRADE? stated he bad found a note in the recessed area of thespeedometer of his can. Circ. STRADER pointed out that thehas been broken; therefore, her husband was not normally attractedto the speadcrator). She related this note was made up o2 wordsfrom nowcompers and pasted on the back of 2 pooket calendor (unableto describe the calendar). Mr. STRADER said the note road insubstance, "IT you go to the police or the FBI you will be killedMrs. STRADER advised her husband, after returning with the note,proceeded on route Detroit, Michigan, and after a short period oftine had olpsed, he telephonically contacted her, stating he was atthe Holiday Inn, Bloonington, Illinois. Lirs. STRADER stated her husberinformed box that upon reaching the road one will north oz theCARTIONALL residence, and Route 66, he saw = 1966 OX 1967 Chovrolet,tan in color, no license information, with two non in the CRE, parkedalong the road. live. STRADER stated her husband told her that thiscar followed him en route Blockington. However, they did not turninto the Holiday Inn when he did. lies. STRADER advised hor husbandthen told her he was proceeding on to Detroit, Michigan,
Mrs. STRADER advised upon discussing above with her parents,her nother, Mrs. E. P. CARMICHAEL, stated she had noticed a latenodel, ten car, making several trips on the main rural road nearthe CARMICHAEL recidence on the early morning of 4/22/33.
Mrs. STRADER advised that on the night of 4/22/68 herhusband telephonically contacted her, but he would not disclose hislocation as he stated ho was afraid to mention his location over thephone. She related her husband told her that he stopped at a reststop area after leaving Indianapolis, Indiana. Upon loaving his carand walking the direction of the men's restroom, he SST a tanautomobile occupied by two moin driving very slow. "He stated at thistino the rider in this automobile fixed. a shot at him. STRIDER toldhis wife the shot just missed his ear and he, STRADER, hit theground where he laid as if he had\been hit. STRADER stated that thetan car disappeared and he has not seen it since.
Mrs. STRADER stated her husband believesthis action wasdue to his being in the men's restroom at the Gulf Truck Stop,Lebanon, Tennessee, on 3/27/33, where he allogedly overheard five menplanning to kill Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. Mrs. STRADER stated herhusband told her that one of the non in the restroom was RAY, whenhe recognized after RAY's photograph was published. She stated hefurther informed her that he would be able to recognize the other monhe Say in the restroom. lirs. STRADER advised she recalls being at theGulf Truck Stop at Lebanon, Tennessee, on 3/29/68. She stated upontheir leaving the truck stop, her husband did not mention to her anythingof hearing of the plan to kill KING. She stated she does recall her
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remarked, "If King goes back to Memphis he will
to

be
CARL
killed."

husband
STRADER advised her husband did say he wanted see

stateMrs.
STERN of NEC, Washington, D.C; whom he know but did not why

he desired to see STERN.

Mrs.
at Lexington, Illinois, on Friday, 4/26/GS, where

STRADER
he

and
stayedSTRADER advised her husband returned to the CARMICHAEL

residencethe morning of Saturday, 4/27/68, at which
STRADER's

time
son by a

his
until

mother
marriage.

in had
Mrs.

an
CARHICHAEL
argument over

told
Mrs.

STRADER to leave, which he did.

previous.
Mrs. STRADER stated she told her husband she had contacted

Springfield
Mr. DONALD

the FBI, and that he, STRADER, should call
her heT. SULLIVAN, Assistant Special Agent-in Charge,

Mr. SULLIVAN

Office of
appointment; that Mr. SULLIVAN had

location
informed

or a.c

would make
STRADER was available. Mrs. STRADER stated husband

he felt
and set up an

an appointment to neet STRADER at any her

he was being
make arrangements for a meeting with

told.her he-
followed. lirs. STRADER stated she was

the FBI. She
any time when

was afraid to attempt to meet with FBI Agents,
unable

as
to convince

her
advised

husband
her husband

to is very much interested in obtaining protection.

Mrs. STRADER advised of some of her husband's
advised
activities,

that
not concerning the murder of Dr. KING. She

that she is surewhich
she does

are
not know all of her husband's business and

he has not told her all he knows.

Hrs. STRAWER advised-her husband is acquainted
theYsummer

with RAYMOND
of

STARNS
that

of
there were several businessmen in the area of

to have
Baton Rouse, Louisiana, who told STRADER in

Baton Rouge,
1967 taking up, a collection to obtain money

acquaintedLouisiana,
assassinated.

who were
Mrs. STRADER advised her husband is well

She statedKING
Baton Rouge and Denham Springs, Louisiana, area.

Donnellin-the in the summer of 1967, connected with the E.C.
he
Construction

was,
Company of Denham Springs, La., which

E. C.
was
DONNELL

doinglives
constructionin

She related
work for the telephone

She related
company

DONNELL had an equipment rental business
Dallas,
and

Texas.
STRADER and DONNELL were attempting to rent the equipment

inwhile
were trying to gain financing for a recreational park

way
Louisiana
they

similar
contact with a CHARLES and LILLIAN SHAPIRO (ph) interested,

they to "Six Flags Over Texas She related that some
of Miami,

cane in
advised they could finance same but were not

horseFlorida,
in recreational

who
park but would be interested in financing

RAYMOND
a

a
track. Mrs. STRADER advised Mr. DONNELL obtained

park.
STARNS

Heracing locate his land which could be used as a horse
SAM
racing

BOSKO, bothto
also

help
obtained sanction of the sheriff, (FNU) IRMIN and article

of Slidell, La; however, "things got.out of hand" and an
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appeared in "Life" magazine and the Governor of 'Lousiana
placed a stop to the entire operation.

Mrs. STRADER advised her husband is in telephonic
contact with her daily but declines to furnish information
as to his location over the telephone, as he is very afraid.
Mrs. STRADER was advised to inform her husband if he has any
information he desires to furnish to the FBI, he can contact
any FBI Field Office who will then arrange for an interview
with him.

CARL STERN, Washington, D.C., NBC Office, advised
a representative of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, that
a man (FNU) STRADER, whom 'e had met on one occasion while
caering a story in the South, had, on April 24, 1968, telephoned
him from someplace around Toledo, Ohio. STRADER informed him
he was en route to the home of his wife's parents in Lexington,
Illinois. He then told STERN a "fantastic tale" about him,
STRADER, overhearing a conversation on March 29, 1968 in
Lebanon, Tennessee, concerning the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KING.
Apparently STRADER was of the impression that the people involved
in the conversation knew he had overheard them and they
had taken his license number. STRADER believed there
had been at least one shot fired at him since that time.
STRADER informed STERN he had vital information concerning
KING's murder and called STERN for advice as to what he should
do. STERN advised STRADER to call the Springfield Office of
the .FBI and -they would make arrangements to have someone meet
him at his convenience-'in"their territory. According to Mr.
STERN, BISHOP stated that°STRADER is afraid to approach any.,
office and may desire to havb comeone meet him at a location
other than an office.

The files of the Springfield Office contain the
following references to ROBERT STRADER, however, it cannot be
determined at this point whether or not they refer to ROBERT
HOOD STRADER of Lexington, Illinois.

On November 19, 1965, ROBERT STRADER, 6'l" '-2", 175 lbs.,
.employed cutting timber near Edwardsville, Illinbis, and in
construction work at Southern Illinois University, Edwards
ville, Illinois, was considered a suspect in'the robbery of
the Hamel State Bank, Bufile 91-20560, SI file 91-2642.
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HOOD STRADER of Lexington, Illinois.

On November 19, 1965, ROBERT STRADER, 6'1" "2", 175 lbs.,
employed cutting timber near Edwardsville, Illinois, and in
construction work at Southern Illinois University, Edwards-
ville, Illinois, was considered a suspect in the robbery of
the Hamel State Bank, Bufile 91-20560, SI file 91-2642.
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51 44-561

In 10-06 prosecution of ROBERT II.
STRADER was

declined in an ITSMY matter which involved a rental can
ROBORT H. STRADER had represented himself RS on employee of
General Telephone Co., of Illinois, registering at two
motols at Bloomington, Illinois, and had skipped without
properly checking out and without paying for his roca.
SIGNER could not be located at that tino but was decoribed
as a white, melo, 35 :. 40, 5'10" - 6' 350 lbs. dark: brown
hair, medica build and medium complexion. He was subject
01 Sifile 23-39003.

Cue RODERT HCCD STRADER was subject of an ITSMV;
USAP - AUTO THIFF 0300 in which was 00,0/63,
Dufile 26-316703, Sidie 23-23403. This individual had a
without extensive awast record dating back to 11/43 at which
time he was AVOL and which involved record of arrest for decuing
worthloss checks, mail %rand, investigation of Lorgery, and
defreeding an

ROBERT H. STEADER whose SDI No. was
given as 214 633 A, was twice a patient at hospitals, one as
a patient at the Patton State Hospital concerning which finger-
prints voie furnished by the State Dureau of Identification,Sacremento, California, on 8-3-30 and subsequently again on
9-21-30, was a patient at Abescadero State Hospital, California.
That individual was described as white, male, approximately
6'3", 190 lbs., fair ccuplenion, hozel eyes, brown hair and
was considered to have suicidal tendencies.

A check through NCIC on 4-30-68 indicated ROBERT
STRADER was not currently wanted.
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{B; IMVSTIGATION, EMORADO, ILLINOIS
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B. INVESTIGATION, ELDORADO, ILLINOIS
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SI 14-561

JYRRY KINKADA, Principal, Eldorado High School, DiderateIllinois, on 4/29/68, made a search of past condenic"avoilable at the school. IC was determined that in 1013DED MAY also known as Ray groduced from the schoolis the SCA of 3. A. RAY of Magson, Illinois, and was born on9/10/25 in Online County and entered the school 9/1/39 andcondunted 0/30/23 with ? rank of 105 out of 119. RAY'S yearbook photograph was examined as to identification with theaddent in captioned case. The photo did not appear to beidentical.

THUISA JEAN FOX, neo Choiscer, Eldorado Illinois, whois presently secretary to the principal nt Eldorado HighSchool stated that JANES DEX RAY was a school nate of here.who understand 0 photo of JANGIS RARY, RAY and stated that the iscentain that the two are not identical. She further advisedthis also has seen JAMES RAY within the most four years andthat there is RO question that his looks have not changed to thedegree that he night presenble. JAMES HARL MAY.
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C. CECIL RAY
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Mrs. ',ENCH was contacted at her homre on -4/29/63.
She advised that her ex-son-i-law, CCIL'RAY,' formerly

of' Vandalia, ,Illinois, has been to her residence on approximatelytw7o occastous withn the last five 'years, adcompanied by anindwvidual who resembled JXiS EARLRAY. It is her belief thatC':CIL RAY referred to this person as JW;S RAY. Irs. PR?.NCH
swas unable to -furnish any more ::aecific informoation as to thetimes or when the visits were made.

She stated that CXL RAY was separated frozm her step
daughter, JUDITH S-ARLINE, R:AY, who -resides at 1013 Main Street,1Iighland, Illinois. They have been separated about four years.CtCIL RAY is believed to be employed in JOLIST, ILL., as a truckdriver for a, unidentified Gas and Oil Comoany aud-was last seenby Mrs. PENGI in 1966. C'CIL RAY's parents are deceased but heIs believed to have a brother who :resides in Vandalia, Illinois,
name unknow-na. CSaCIL RAY was ermployed as a bartender at one timeat an unidentif ied bar on the main street :in Vandalia. ?1S.

R"CIf had no photogranh and could furnish no description ofCCIL RAY.

By way of bacgrouiid .4cocerning RS . zRENCII, her husbind* AL PR.NCH was beat to deatltn Effingham, Illinois, in early197 and the case has not been shlvd.* E 2rs.PRS!CH resides alonewith her dog and according to Skerift A. ,. DI:-CzR, is an avidbeer drinker. Mrs. FRENCH did nbt aopear to "have been drinkingat the t:e of the interview. Shedid refer to the death o' herhusband on several occasions and mentioned that she knew how
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Mrs. FRENCH was contacted at her home on 4/29/63.
She advised that her ex-son-in-law, CECIL RAY, formerlyof Vandalia, Illinois, has been to her residence on approximatelytwo occasions within the last five years, accompanied by anindividual wito resembled JANES EARL'RAY. It is her belief that

CCIL RAY recerred to this person as JWSS RAY. Mrs. FRENCH
was unable to furnish any more specific information as to thetimes or when the visits were made.

She stated that CECIL RAY was separated from her step-
daughter, JUDITH SARLINE RAY, who resides at 1013 Main Street,Highland, Illinois. They have been separated about four years.CECIL RAY is believed to be employed in JOLIST, ILL. , as a truckdriver for an unidentified Gas and Oil Company and was last seen
by Mrs. FRENCH in 1966. CECIL RAY's parents are deceased but heis believed to have a brother who resides in Vandalia, Illinois,name unknown. CECIL RAY was employed as a bartender at one timeat an unidentified bar on the main street in Vandalia. MRS.
FRENCH had no photograph and could furnish no description of
CRCIL RAY.

By way of background concerning MRS. FRUNCH, her husband
EARL FRENCH was beat to death'in Effingham, Illinois, in early1967 and the case has not been solved. Mrs. FRENCH resides alonewith her dog and according to Sheriff A. ? DITTER, is an avidbeer drinker. Mrs. FRENCH did not appear to have been drinkingat the time of the interview. Shedid refer to the death of herhusband on several occasions and mentioned that she knew howNine KING. falt
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JUDITH RAY, 3018 tean Street, Highland, Illinois,
nos interviewed April so, 1933, concerning box knowledge
of possible association with the subject, JAMES HARL RAY.

JUDYTH RAY, stated that box husband, COOLL RAY,is at the present time coponated from her although they are
not diverced. She stated that there in is state warrant
outstanding against nor huckood, CEOZL, issued by the States
Attornoy's Office duardsville, Illinois, charging her
husband with communicate of the 4 children which she has.
JUDITI PAY stated that as is her understanding Ezon the
States Atternoy's Office At Illinois, that her
husband may have xcountly moved to Misconsin, in order to
escane the warrant outstanding against hin in the State ofIllinois.

However, she stated that his location, if i.e
has moved to Wisconsin, is unknown to her. She further
stated that it is her belief that her husband CECELA:
has not moved to Misconsin, but is instead living in Valudalin,Illinois, with sono of his relatives. She stated that she
has on devocal osessions contabled relatives of how husband
in Vandellia but they have profesed to help her locate her
husband. She related that it 25.hor belief that the relatives
know the location of her husband but refuse to cooperatewith her in finding hin and they kmon the parrant will be
issued against hin.

lies. RAY stated that she does not know of any
association which her husband may have hald with the subjectbut said he could have associated withhin before their marriagein 1955 and may have associated sometime since then with
his in Alson, Illinois. SEARCHED LIDEXED
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She s.ttl that 9;rent atly1 fly r azo,she and her hugbai W reaide in a e'o.to1n apzrtant in
Al.ton, illinoio, and they t..ri.ded there for acoxately
3 yerss. She statei that Curing their stay in Alton, her
hu1and brotght ntxerous frens home with him to dQ V'in the zprtnt or play cards anti he novor idontifie$
a:y of' these p.th.S state * tha... t48 Sh neveri:nuird as to their identity ad would not be fc:Uliar
with the name JAW3S 3AlR.L 'PAY.

lirs. RAY stated that ler huband is milk"nown
in the Vandalia, Ilinci crea in 'that he m rained in
that city. She stated that her husband's relatves all
live in Vandrlia and they possibly my know the pro3ent
wh:erccbouts of her husban..

sheo sta teed that aho is n:uxio to learn the7pretent thereabots Tiof ller husby andand tha.t .h.gl coprt
ith the0 FI in any way pvssible in deterniiin his location.

She stated tha vit ic her belioe At awyo know: h'i
present wherebeouts it will be a munber of his fanily inVandaiin r

rIt is her belioe that his relatives there rzybe protectgin his precont address.

She statod that a member of the fatily nest likelyto know his address willbe GILST RAY.v:ho lives on Tandolph
Street, Vandalia, Illinois. r She state-i that a brother of her
hnuoband, LARRY RAY, also resides in Vardalia, Illinois, but.

- his address is uznl:novn. A; -.

Another brother, STAU11Y RAY resides in Vira,Illinois, and both parents of her husband are deceased.

' Jrs. RAY stated tht .1W3ONARD EOWL-S is a close
friend of her'husband and ay- pos,zibly hnow his present whereabo.uts. She stated that he isthi& owner of lHotazerfs Tavern,I Vandalia, Illinois, and the enact address is unhnown to
her.

-,-208

SX 11-551

She stated that approximately 1) years ago,she and her husband resided in a downtown apartment in
Alton, Illinois, and they recided there fox approximately3 years. She stated that during their stay in Alton, her
husband brought mucrous friends none with hin to drinkin the apartment or play cards and he never identified
any of those persons with him. She state d that she nevor
inquired as to their identity and would not be Loniliarwith the name JALES EARL RAY.

lire. RAY stated that her husband is well moonin the Vandalia, Illinois area in that he was redeed inthat City. She stated that her husband's relatives alllive in Vandalia and they possibly DAY know the present
whereabouts of hor husband.

She stated that she is anxious to learn the
present whereabouts of her husband and that she will cooperatewith the FBI in any way possible in determining his location.
She stated that it is her beliof is anyone knows his
present whereabouts, it will be as member of his family in
Vandalia.

It is her belief that his relatives there maybe protecting his present address.

She stated that a member of the fandly nest likelyto know his address will be GILBERT RAY who lives on RandolphStreet, Vandalia, Illinois. She stated that a brother of her
husband; LARRY RAY, also resides in Vandalia, Illinois, buthis address is unknown.

Another brother, STANLEY RAY resides in Vira,Illinois, and both parents of her husband are deceased.

Hrs. RAY stated that LEONARD BONLS is a closefriend of her husband and may possibly know his present where-
abouts. She stated that he is the owner of Hotzgers Tavern,
Vandalia, Illinois, and the exact address is unknown toher.
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SX 44-531

She further stated that PRESTION FRICK whois the owner of 2 Nobil Station in Vandelin, which
station is located at the junction of the Old Highway
and the New Super nightsay may possibly know her husband's
present vicreabouts in that her hucband has workedfor him iron tine to time.

lits. RAY stated that she knows very little about
her husband's associates and that he would be the one
to contact concerning than. She further stated that
she knew very little of her hucboad's family backgroundbefore they were narried and there may be some associatesat that time that she is unfaniliar with.
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The fo~llowing' investigation Was conducted by SA

At F'dardsvle, ' l~iois

States Attorney LVON D, "SCROCOGXNS, Madison County
Court house, -reviewed -files maintained in his off-ice and
statcd that a w'arrant for neglect and refusal was issued
-for CLCXL RAY on complaint of his wile JUDITH in Madison

! ~~County Couirt at _-Fd ardsville. -lie :stated -that the -5nfor
ination obtai.ned at the time the co;:plaint and wrarrant were
issued disclosed that CECXL _RAY was residin g in Joliet,
Illinois, and accordingly, certified conies of the warrant
wvere -forwarded to authorities at Joliet.

i He indicated that he had no 3:nowledge of the current' ~ whereabouts of CECIL R~AY and that nothing in -file indicated
anything except that he wras in Joliet.

±1 4

SI 14-561
RCH:skt
1

The following investigation was conducted by SA
ROBERT C. HAINES:

At Edwardsville, Illinois
States Attorney LEON D, SCROGGINS, Madison CountyCourt House, reviewed files maintained in his office and

stated that a warrant for neglect and refusal was issuedfor CECIL RAY on complaint of his wife JUDITH in Madison
County Court at Edwardsville. He stated that the infor-nation obtained at the time the complaint and warrant were
issued disclosed that CECIL RAY was residing in Joliet,Illinois, and accordingly, certified copies of the warrant
were forwarded to authorities at Joliet.

He indicated that he had no knowledge of the current
whereabouts of CECIL RAY and that nothing in file indicated
anything except that he was in Joliet.
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------- On0i 5-13-68, Sheriff LEOARD K11LLY, Payette County,
VandaLia, advised there are coveral minbers of the RAY fam.ily
in the vicinity and he was seriously doubtful of any connect
ion with the suspect in this case. According to investigation
conducted to locate CECIL RAY,' all amebers of the family are
not too smart mnd prone to using alcohol to excess.

In this respect, LARRY RAY, aiy of Vanda.ia
cmployee, was jailed over the weekend of S/11-12/68 -for
threatening his 7ife, but released on $25.00 bond.

MARION~KIRKPATRICK, an emnployeeof the USPO, advised
CECIL RAY lived in the same neighborhood, but has not been in
Vandatia -for at lest two yeara}, unless very biefl,y. No re
moval could be located at USPO, and no mail recdved during
recent past. Tax and voter's records also negative.

! GILBiERT RAY, City of Vandalia employee in the street
and garbage work, advised 5--14-68, he -is an uncle of CCL1 RAY

, and, to his knoledge, -he has not heard of JAMES EARL RAY, but
possibly CECIL could'have 4kno:ni him, since At one ti.1e. he was3
at Edwardsville and Alton.., Theeis a brother STANLEY RAY who
GIU3ET believes is in Vira, Ill., where he works at Crane
Packing 60. There is a half brother, RICHARD RISLEY, who
lives in Joliet, address unknown. GILBRT RAY advised he

- had not seen or heard from CECIL RAY in several muonths and
- -the 'last he knew he was in, Peoria, I3linois, working at .a

Shite (phoenetic) Service Station, probably the Site brand
' - of independent stations. '..

LEONARD BOWLES forer associate of CECIL RAY advised
he had heard nothing from hitm for two or three years. BOL,ES

* no longer operates, a tavern but helps his son-in-law -in the
tire recapping business. PRE;TO.1 PRIOR fo me"ancea ,-atso
had no recent information o£ CECIL's where .t ,',
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on 5-13-68, Sheriff LEONARD KELLY, Fayette County,
Vandalia, advised there are several members of the RAY family
in the vicinity and he was seriously doubtful of any connect-
ion with the suspect in this case. According to investigation
conducted to locate CECIL RAY, all members of the family are
not too smart and prone to using alcohol to excess.

In this respect, LARRY RAY, a City of Vandalia
employee, was jailed over the weekend of 5/11-12/68 for
threatening his vifc, but released on $25.00 bond.

MARION KIRKPATRICK, an employee of the USPO, advised
CECIL RAY lived in the safte neighborhood, but has not been in
Vandalia for at least two years, unless very briefly. No re-
moval could be located at USPO, and no mail received during
recent past. Tax and voter's records also negative.

GILBERT RAY, City of Vandalia employee in the street
and garbage work, advised 5-14-68, he is an uncle of CECIL RAY

and, to his knowledge, the has not heard of JAMES EARL RAY, bit
possibly CECIL could have known him, since at one time. he was
at Edwardsville and Alton. There is a brother STANLEY RAY who
GILBERT believes is in Vira, III., where he works at Crane
Packing CO. There is a half brother, RICHARD RISLEY, who
lives in Joliet, address unknown. GILBERT RAY advised he
had not seen or heard from CECIL RAY in several months and
the last he knew he was in Peoria, Illinois, working at a
Shite (phoenetic) Service Station, probably the Site brand
of independent stations.

LEONARD BOWLES forcer associate of CECIL RAY advised
he had heard nothing from him for two or three years. BONLES
no longer operates a tavern but helps his son-in-law in the
tire recapping business. PRESTON PRIOR
had no recent information of CECIL's where IDENTIDE
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During contact with Sheriff KELLY and Chief
"DALE SLATER, May 14, 1968, both advised that the entire family
of this group "were a little on the stupid side."
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During contact with Sheriff KELLY and Chief
DALE SLATER, May 14, 1968, both advised that the entire familyof this group "were a little on the stupid side."
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