SI 44-561

I1linois Drivexrs License B326 4453 3030 issued
June 2, 1967 to JAMES E, BODKER, 14341 South Avalon, Dalton,
Illinois will expire January 30, 1971 and describes hin
as nale, born January 30, 1933, 5' 10", 175 pounds,
brown hair, green eyes, occupation -~ construction laborer,
Records reflect license was suspended December. 12, 1967 for
an accident, .It was again suspended in February, 1968 for three
moving violations but is presently clear and valid,
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On May 17, 1968, Mr. WOODROW THOMPSON, Parts .
Manager, employed 23 years with Rust International, Inc.,
International Harvester: (XI-H), Inc., Industrial Tractor,
and Equipment Company, 1803 West Washington Street,
Bloomington, Illinois, advised that there has never been
a WILLYAM A, MARSHALL or any enployee by the name MARSHALL
with the Rust International Company at Bloomington, Illinois,
He related there is no other International Harvester Dealer in
the Bloomington, Illinois area. THOMPSON further advised that
the closest representative for the International Harvester
Company is L, C. BARNETT, District Manager, International
Harvester Conmpany, 505 Rock Island Road, Peoria, Xllinois.
Records of credit bureau in Bloomington, Xllinois; Police Department,
Bloomington, Illinois; Mc Lean County Sheriff's Office,
Bloonmington, negative., A search of city directory and telephone
directory failed reveal any listing for WILLYIAM A, MARSHALL
or similarity.

- Also on May 17, 1968, Mr. L, C, BARNETT,
District Manager, I-H, Four Zero Five Rock Island
Road, Peoria, Illinois, advised that his office covers the
Northern 60 counties for the State of Xllinois which includes
Bloonington, and his records reflect no one by the nane
WILLIAM A, MARSHALL as being an employee of his or as being
a frandise dealer in his district. BARNETT further advised
he knows of no recent employee transfers from his district
to the State of California, BARNETT stated that any further
checks re MARSHALL should be directed to I-H
Home Offices, 401 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois.
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A, ROBERT HOOD STRADER
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2t Lexington, Illinoiz, -She Was also furnisied the nane of the
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N gn‘tg;s daﬁe ﬂfg.AECBER?ISTRA?Bz_of Lexington
I%}}hgzq, oeiegaone‘gas ooS—aléSt telepnonically contag
ofiice copceAnzng this nattor,, Ivs. SYZADER, wio sound
condidorably upcot 2otionnlly, advised shoe euzzetad hiog
hustand to roturn none from Petroit Somzing late this

3 ~ 4 ' » vy gry® . ® oy
??u E?nteu to;knch AetRCr or not wo would assure thnt ni
zcenu%ty vould ke protected in regard to any inforzntion
provided to Us concorning the LURNI case, lrs. SINLOIR also
Irvg Y 2 oy Sy o L. 2 s . - .
agueg Ufﬂu.hld?aof pro?ectzon ie could give to her nusband
vio felt his life was in danger, ‘
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.. rs, STRADRD wo advised thot any inforzntion
fu?n;sned-to this Burcsu in confidence would certainly re |,
protected but that ve ¥ore in' no pocition to paysically guard
her husband ang if'he felt his life was in dan-cor tais was
a natter he should take up with local authoritgés ovever
weﬂwerg desirous of interviewing hin concerning aﬁy valuabie
inxo?mation he npight have in regard to this ease and would do
£0 at his convonience ugon his arrival, - Hrs, STRATRR advised
she would have hap nusiband contact the office uzon his arrival
SRA at Bloonington and of.the wherealouts of our office there,
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Urs. STRADER statéd she and h vand were pas:
through neégﬁissizﬁgﬁo ggigégﬁgggﬁanggif Ru&kand Celain, res

iiemy ) ¥ < KING was slain., Hor
hsbang allegedly ovoriicard a éonversation axong five individuals
one of whon he clains Yesenbles the publishog EhotOﬂranh of RAY
the subject, in this case, in which they talicd avout the killine,
Subsequently, 1ast Sunday night their cnp vas broken into and
gn onday he elains he yag foYlowad frox Lexington to Detroit
uggﬁiﬁag Cu§¥§9let,nphf regisiieation atnber of vhich he vas

O ooilin, This car contained tyo individuvals wvion
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d:¢ not recognize and at a rest stop these men took a shot
ofF hin but did not hit hin because he rhit the grouna™. He
aoue fonrs he is in grave danger for his personal safety becausc
Lc has information about the killipg of ﬁARTIN LUTHER XING,

’ ‘ Yy ¢ -
. Mrs. STRADER was advised inmediately upon heér husband's
return she should contact this office and we would set up a

nutually agreeable -
her husband concexrn

time and place during: which we could interview
ing this matter. ‘
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HMARGRET CARIXICIAERL ST2ADIER, wife ICCD STRADER,
o
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i 5 uas coniacted at the rosidence ofizeg Zatnew, E. P, CARMICILEL,
i} ; z?uto Tlf leyzn;ton, Illinois, o§f§<u0<2§: Mo 5z£a'43 advized
(4 | she and her husband vere at the CAMIICHAZL residonea the woeliond
v j of 4/20-23/88, She adviscd that on the night of 4/21/88 or
. omxly norniny of 4/22/38 heox husband was gawakensd by tho doom
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¥ ons~-ialy nile freo:m the nain rural road. She ndvised her hitnlnnd
¥ and, ner Zathor,. B, P, CARIICHARL, upon making a scarch of Liw
g outside area, Iound that the STRADAR's 1967 Oldsmodbile Deltn ™ &Y,
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deft azlong Irom the CARUICHARL yesicdence on the norning of A4/10C/7au
cn route Potroit, liichigan. ,, ) '
© - Mrs., STRADIER advised. that in a short period of tine,
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SELADER stated he bad Tound o note in the recesaed areR of ghn
speudoetor of his ca:.{4iw $T?' Shopointod cut taat ¢ha e ao
has voen broltong thoroiore, how zusl:nu Vas 1ot noxmally ativocten
to- tho spoedenolier). Che related thiz note wos mods D OF worln ey
fren mewspupors and yasiod on the Back of o poohst calendon (unadle
t0 Gosexrdikn ko waczaa Yrd, STRADZR s2id the note reagd in
suesianee, Mif you go - {o uac polize or the FBY you will Yo kiy ad. "
Hrs. STRMD3ER adrised nox h":ﬁand, aitey reﬁurniﬁg-uith the wote,
pregcodad en route D2troil, liichigan, ond afior o shert rexicl of
tine had olrsed, he- elnnaeai ally centacted her, stating ho wuas ¢
. the Holiday Inz Blecnlngoon, AZWinois. lrs. ST2ADIR sintod har hushae
irformesd hoy 4 t Urosa reanh tho road one uxlo noxih of the

e
[
‘husband 1"3»?90u10&11j contacteor
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ing
CARKI“HHEL rcsxaencﬂ, and Nonte S0y he saw o 1955 ox 1867 Chevrclet,
an An color, no iicsnsa An&eada cion, with ftwvo mon n e cay ariesd
3 o 3 A
tod hv, wisband tol or tint this

ﬂlo“” the xroad. h?" STRALER stat

cax ¢0110”“J ain en x»ouis 81001ir3toa. fqzevsx, un“J 4id not turn
into tho Ho*~~axAInn vaon he did:. s, TR&&&R advised hoyr bhusbang
then told her hie was prozeecding on o n»tzoz liichison,

i

oo Hrs. SIBADER advised upon ¢ Sussing avove with hwer parents,
her uo*beA, s, B, P, CI“JTC"laL stated she had noticad o late
nocel, tan ca‘, naking severnl tr‘vs on the nain xural road near

the CARMICHARL recidence on the early norning of 4/22/33.

at on the night of 4/22/65 hoxr -

hor, but he would not discicse his
location as he siated ho was afraid to uneation his location over the
phore.  Ske related her husbh and told her that he stoppod at a resit
stop arza after leaving xn)aanaao?au, Indiana, “Upon "loavi 23 his car
ang walking the dxrectzon of’%he men's res siroon, he saw a ton . .
sutomobiie cccvvie& by “two ndx driving ve 'y sicw, "He stated at thiz™'
tine the rider in this «uto" olle ¥ixved-a shot ot hinm., STRIDER Zold
his wi¥o tae svot Just nissed Bis ead and he, S“RA3:R, hit the
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grourd where ke iaid as 1; he had'besn hit., STRADIR stated Zhat th

tan car dlsanp red and he has not scen i¢ since. .
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duv to his beinz in the men! restreen at the CGulf. T¥uck Ston,
Lebanon, Tennesse ¢, on 3/27/8Q ‘"qa*e he ~11o~o4;y overacard {ive nen
J Dr, UARTIN LUTHER XING, JR, lrs. STRADER stated her
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planning to kil

husband told her that one of Zhe nen in th° restreen was RAY, whon

he recognized after RAY's photegraph was published. She *tutﬁd he

furthor infoimed her that he would bes 'able %o reccgnize the otier men

he saw in the restroon. Ivs, STRADZAadvised she recalls be einy at tha
Gulf Truck Sicp nt Lsbanon n, Te“uvssee, on 3/29/33.. Sn” statad upon.

their leaving the truck Stop, her husbond did not montion to ner anythine
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husband yonarked, "If Xang goes back to Memphis he 'will be killed?
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appeared in "Life" magazine and the Governor of Lousiana
placed a stop to the entire operation,

Mrs. STRADER advised her husband is in telephonic
contact with her daily but declines to furnish information
as to his location over the telephone, as he is very afraid,
Mrs. STRADER was advised to inform her husband if he has any,
information he desires to furnish to the FBI, he can contact
any FBI Field Office who will then arrange for an interview
with him, .

CARI, STERN, Washington, D.C., NBC Office, advised
a representative of the Federxral Bureau of Investlgatlon, that
a man (FNU) STRADER, whom he had met on one occasion while
coering a story in the South, had, on April 24, 1968, -telephoned
him from someplace around Toledo, Ohio. STRADER informed'him
he was en route to the home of his wife's parents in Lexington,
Illinois. He then told STERN a "fantastic tale" about hin,
STRADER, overhearing a conversation on March 29, 1968 in 7
Lebanon, Tennessee, concerning the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KING.
Apparently STRADER was of the impression that the people involved
in the conversation knew he had overheard them and they
had taken his license number., STRADER believed there
had been at least one shot fired at him since that time,
STRADER informed STERN he had vital information concerning
KING's murder and called STERN for advice as to what he should
do. STERN advised STRADER to call the Springfield Office of
the FBI and -they would make arrangements to have someone meet
hin at his convenience “in“their terrxtory. According to Mr,
STERN, BISHOP stated that*STRADER is afraid to approach any:
office and may desire to have comeone neet him at a locatxon
other than an office. 'x\ '

The files of the Springfield Office contain the

following references to ROBERT STRADER, however, it cannot be

determined at this point whether or not they refer to ROBERT
HOOD STRADER of Lexington, Illinois,

Fl

On November 19, 1965, ROBERT STRADER, 6'1" '-2", 175 1bs.,

.employed cutting tinmber near Edwardsvxlle, Ill1nois, and in

construction work at Southern Illinois Unlversity, Edwards-
ville, Illinois, was considered a suspect in’ the robbery of
the Ha nel Staté Bank, Bufile 91-206560, SI file 91-2642,
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B IJINVESTIGATION, ELDORADO, ILLINOIS
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Mrs. "RENCH was contacted at her home on 4/29/63, .

She advised that her ex-son~in-law, CCCIL RAY, foruerly

of Vandalia, Yllinois, has been to her residence on apvroximately
two occaslons within the last five years, adcompanied by an
individual wio resenbled JAIES EARL'RAY. It is her belicf that
C7CIL RAY referred to this persoa as JWIES RAY. IMrs. FRENCH

was wnable to furanish any wore epecific information as to the
times or when the visits were nade. :

She _stated that CECIL RAY was separated from her step~
danghter, JULITH EARLINE RAY, who resides at 1013 Main Street,
flignland, Illinois. They have been separated adbont four yaars.
CICIL RAY is believed to be emvloyed in JOLIST, JLL., as a truck
driver for an unidentified Gas and Oil Coxpany and .was last seen

by Mrs. FRUNCH in 1966, CLCIL RAY's pareats arc deceased but he
Ls believed to have a brother who resiges in Vandalia, Iilinois,
nane vnknown. CECIL RAY was ewployed as a bartender at ons tine
at an valdentified bar on the main street in Vandalia. MR3.
FARNCH had no photogravh and could furnish no description of

CECYL RAY. : .

* [ S P N
By way of backgrouddﬂ§6ncerning MRS. FRUNCH, her husband
EMRL PRUHCH was beat to death*in Effingham, Illinois, in early
1957 and the case has not been, solved. - Frs.FREICH resides alone
vith her dog and according to SherifF A. ™. D TIER, is an avid
beer drinker. Mrs. FRINCH did ubt anpear to have been drinking
at the time of the interview. Shedid refer to the death of her
tushand on several occasions and mentioned that she knew how
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- . She stated that a nenber of the fanily nes
to Imow his address will.he GYLERRYR

o B

t
b o RAY .vho lives on Randolph,
Scrget{ vandalia, JXiinois, + She stated that a brother of new
husband; LARRY RAY, also resides in Vandalia, 1ilinocis, but
his address iz unknown, AL T
\\*‘ .‘ .

Another brother, STANLIY RAY wesides in Vira,
Illixodis, and bd>th parents

cf h2r husbongft ave deceasead,

o T Mrs, RAY stated that LEONARD BOWLS is a close -
friend of her huskand and noy pedsibiy huow his present where-
abouts. She stoated that he iz the' owner of Metzgers Tavern,

r 3 : - . N . 4 o !
;igualza, Iliinois, and the exact address is unknown €0
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The following' investigation was conducted by SA
ROBERT C. HAXNHS: o

"t U At Edwardsville,  Il¥nois

States Attorney LEON D, SCROGGINS, Madison County
Court House, revicwed files maintained in his office and
stated that a warrant for neglect and refusal was issued
for CECIL RAY on complaint of his wife JUDITH in Madison
iy County Court at Rdwardsville. He stated that the infor-
nation obtained at the time the complaint and warrant vere
issued disclosed that CECIL RAY was residing in Joliet,
IXlinois, and accordingly, certified copies of the warrant
| were forwarded to authorities at Joliet. .
He indicated that he had no knowledge of the current
whereabouts of CECIL RAY and that nothing in file indicated
anything except that he was in Joliet.
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— * On 5-13--68, Sheriff LEONARD "KELLY, Fayette County,

Vandalia, adviszd there are several membars of the RAY fanily
in the vicinity and he wvas seriously doubtful of any conmcct-
jon with the suspact in this case., According to investigavion
conducted to Locate CECIL RAY, all wembers of the family are
not too smart and prone to using alconol to excess.

Iun this respect, LARRY RAY, a ity of Vandalia
employee, was jailed over the weekend of 5/11-12/68 for
threatening his vife, but released on $25,00 bond.

MARION KIRKPATRICK, an cuployce-of the USPO, advised
CECIL RAY ljved in the same neighborhood, but has not been in
Vandalia for at lecast two yecars, unless very bricfly. No ro-
moval could be located at USPO, and no wmail recdébved during
recent past. Tax and voter's records also negative.

GILBERT RAY, City of Vandalia employec in the straet
and garbage work, advised 5-14-68, he is an uncle of CECIL RAY
and, to his knovledge, *he has not heard of JAMES EARL RAY, bit
possibly CECIL could haVveknown him, since at one timne. he wvas
at Eduardsville and Altonf; Thexe is a brother STANLEY RAY vho
GYILBERT believes is in Vira, Ill., where he woriks at Cranc

acking G0, 'There is a half brother, RICHARD RISLEY, who
lives in Joliet, address unknown., GILBERT RAY advised he
had not scen or heard from CECIL RAY in several wonths and

‘the lLast he knew he wvas in Peoria, Illinois, working at .a

Shite (phoenctic) Service Station, prebably the Site brand
of iundependent stations, - - :

"LEONARD BOWLES fomer associate of CECIL RAY advisced
he had heard nothing from him for two or three years, BOJLES
no longer opcrates. a tavern but helps his son-in-law in tac
tire recapping business. PRESTON PRICR former.asseciaieqy—also

R - .. - anob Ry T .
had no recent information of CECiL's whqgggbﬁhﬁﬁr:zzﬁii_,nka-«ﬂw»w
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During contact with Sheriff KELLY and Chief
' DALY SLATER, May 14, 1968, both advised that the entire fanmily
of this group "were a little on the stupid side."

7 7
-3
oo
s *
T .
|4 -
4“‘ = '
¥
3
+
b4
> 1}
» * ‘,
A ‘
ER L
L]
s
".
»
. A
-
PR Al
- 212% -
P
. e, %
}
y .
P

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176





