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FD-36 (Rev. $-22-64) ' ’

FBI
Date: 6/7/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

il —— ol an — — —— —— — — — — — — —

Via TELETYPE o URGENT
(Priority)
e i 20at Y. " O —" T— i S ol 230" hawi” v b “mwie P Wowm Syurl Wi ool ol em . o N B e e i K o *.L S "y [ _vt g v g o
TO: ‘DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC, MEMPHIS

RROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)
MURKIN,

REFERENCE MINNEAPOLIS TELETYPE TO BUREAU SIX SEVEN INSTANT.

JIMMY POE, FBI NUMBER EIGHT EIGHT FIVE SEVEN SEVEN FIVE C,
DOB NINE TWENTYEIGHT FORTYTWO, PARGOULD, ARKANSAS, LOCAL HOODLUM
GRANITE CITY, ILLINOLS. 'POE PRESENTLY BEING SOUGHT GRANITE
CITY PD ON BURGLARY WARRANT, WIFE RESIDES SEVEN ONE EIGHT
TWENTYSEVENTH PLACE, N, GRANITE CITY. NEIGHBORHOOD INQUIRY
REFLECTS POE REPORTEDLY WORKING OUT OF STATE, POSSIBLY KENTUCKY.
GRANITE CITY PD SPOT CHECKING POE'S RESIDENCE APPROXIMATELY
PAST THREE MONTHS AND HAVE INFORMANTS AND SOURCES ALERTED TO
ADVISE WHEN HE RETURNS. PD WILL ADVISE EBI IF POE /PPREHENDED,

 SPRINGFIELD AT GRANITE CITY WILL CONTINUE EFFORTS TO LOCATE

AND INTERVIEW POE.

AIRMAIL COPY SENT MINNEAPOLIS,

P. .

SEAR‘QHED::L::‘jaemmm l':""

END 5!“'.&“1:0:;;,:«4.“7@”‘

- Springfield (44-961) INDEXED -

. C-%cc: Sac, Minneapolis (AM) FILED "ﬂ’f() -

s S Sl Ly Z
(2)

Approved: I/o / SenW‘M Per%______

Special abent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



£D-302 (Rev, 4-15-64) ' ' R

»

¢ 7 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dot

A review of the records of the Illinois Bell Telephone
Company, 414 Main Street, Quincy, Illinois, shows that telephone
#223-0404 1s issued to the Virginia Hotel, "534 North Second Street,
Quincy, Illinois,

A review of the records of the Illinois Bell Telephone
Company shows that the following toll calls were made from
Quincy telephone #223-0403 through the period of March 13, 1968
through April 10, 1968:

NUMBER
TELEPHONE OF MINUTES TIME
CITY NUMBER OF TELEPHONE CALL
DATE CALLED CALLED CONVERSATION PLACED
March 13, 1968 St. Louis,  MA1-8900 2 22§44 |
: Missouri , )
|
March 15, 1968 Clinton, 935-2558 1 22§39 °
. Illinois
. i
March 15, 1968 Springfield, 528-7019 4 22340 |
Illinois Ll :
March 15, 1968 Tacoma, , 475-4400 6 Unknown
Washington
(Collect)
March 17, 1968 Seagtle, Unknown 8 Unknown
Washington
(Collect)
March 21, 1968 Springfield, 528-9132 1 13:23
Illinois
March 25, 1968 Springfield, 528-7019 2 00:05
Illinois
On 5-3=-68 at Quincy, Illinois File4 .. SI 44-561 —~ .07~
by ' (‘ Date dictated 5-9-68
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. Itis the property of the FBI ond is loaned 1o your agency:

it ond its contents ore not 10 be Jistributed outside your agency.
i

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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SI 44-561

DATE

March 25,
March 25,
March 28,

March 30,
April 1,

April 2,
April 2,
April 2,

April 2,
April 2,

April 3,

1968
1968
1968

1968
1968

1968
1968
1968

1968
1968

1968

(Collect)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

‘ NUMBER
TELEPHONE OF MINUTES TIME
CITY NUMBER OF TELEPHONE CALL

CALLED CALLED CONVERSATION PLACED
Chicago, DI2-5442 1 22:39
Illinois
Chicago, CA7~-9532 2 23:16
Illinois"
Springfield, 522-0633 2 10:02
Illinois
Baylis, Unknown 3 Unknown
Illinois
(Collect)
Seattle, Unknown 1 Unknown
Washington
(Collect)
Clinton, 935-6024 1 12:34
Illinois ,
Clinton, 935-2558 1 12:36
J1llinois
Clinton, 935~-6024 2 14:29
Illinois
Cheyenne ,§ 632-0000 1 Unknown
Wyoning
(Collect)
Cheyenne, 632-0000 3 Unknown
Wyoming
(Collect) |
Aurora, 364-9284 6 . Unknown
Illinois




SI 44-561

April

April

April

April

April

April

April

April

and may be obtained only with a subpoena duces tecum directed

to:

DATE
3, 1968
4, 1968
8, 1968
8, 1968

8, 1968

9, 1968

10, 1968

10, 1968

, NUMBER
TELEPHONE OF MINUTES TIME

CITY NUMBER OF TELEPHONE CALL

CALLED CALLED CONVERSATION PLACED
Denver, 333-5486 6 Unknown
Colorado
(Collect)
Springfield, 528-7019 1 23:01
Illinois
Chicago, v1i7-0727 3 20:39
Illinois
Crete, OR2-~5991 2 20:43
Illinois
Chicago SK6-1000 5 20:46
Heights,
Illinois
Long Branch, 222-3976 9 Unknown
New Jersey
(Collect)
Springfield, 528-7019 1l 19:54
Illinois
Chicago, Unknown 2 Unknown .
Illinois
(Collect)

The aboveZ@information is considered confidential

WILLIAM HICKLE

Serivce Representative

Illinois Bell Telephone Company
414 Main Street
Quincy, Illinois

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




£D-302 {Rev, 4-15-64)

- o e
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‘The records of ‘the Illinois Bell Telephone Company,

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

kS

Dote,

i

May 15, 1968

414 Main Street, Quincy, Illinois, reflect that Quincy telephone
#223-9465 is issued to RUBY CARPENTER, 630 North Sixth Street,
Quincy, Illinois,

The records of the Illinois Bell ‘Telephone Company,

Quincy, Illinois, shows the following toll calls made from
telephone #223-9465 for the period March 23, 1968 -through
April 21, 1968:

NUMBER _
TELEPHONE OF MINUTES TIME
CITY ‘NUMBER OF TELEPHONE CALL
DATE CALLED CALLED CONVERSATION PLACED
March 4, 1968 St. Loulils, ME1-7777 2 09:08
Missouri
‘March 19, 1968 Center, AM7-3467 3 20:17
Missouri
March 25, 1968 Center, AM7~-3467 23 20:12
Missouri
March 28, 1968 Center, AM7-3467 3 07:47
» Missouri
April 7, 1968 Center, AM7-3467 4 21:20
Missouri
April 7, 1968 St. Louis, MI5-2948 7 21:34
' Missouri
April 21, 1968 Center, AM7-3467 6 11:23
Missouri
on..5=3-68 ___o.__Quincy, Illinois . _____ Filer.  SI 44-561 - 522
by_ﬁULmums_ﬁ[/_E)___.ML_ Dote dictated 5-9-68
This document contains neither.recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL. It Is the property of the FBl ond is looned 1o your agency:

it ond its contents are not 10 be distributed outside your ‘agency.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




SI 44-561

The above information is considered confidential
and may be made public only to the issuance of a subpoena
duces tecum directed tos

WILLIAM HICKLE

Service Representative

Illinois Bell Telephone Company
414 Main Street

Quincy, Illinois

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



£D-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) ‘ Q
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

DO'G—.—\—Mr—L—L—w’-s-Lmaj‘ . 5 - 968

A review of the records of the Illinois Bell Telephone
Company, 414 Main Street, Quincy, Illinois, shows that Quincy,
Illinois, telephone #222-7142 is issued to FRANK FULLER, 2601
Chestnut Street, Quincy, Illinois,

A review of the records of the Illinois Bell Telephone
Company, Quincy, Illinois, did not show -that any long distance
‘telephone toll calls had been placed to or from Quincy #222-
7142 for the period from February 15, 1968 through April 7,
1968,

No information was available from:these records
for the period after April 7, 1968,

The above information is considered cbnfidential
and may be obtained only with a subpoena duces tecum directed

to:

WILLIAM HICKLE )
Service Manager '
Illinois Bell Telephone Company
414 Main Street
Quincy, Illinois

On 5-3-68 at Quincy, Illinois Filer__ SI 44-561 - 5~ 2F

. . R g 3 {7&'\9
by SA ~wn .. DAVIS /ras Dote dictated 5-.9-68
This document gontgins neither recommendotions nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI ond is looned to your agency:

it and its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency.

<
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUS’ICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to

File No. S1 44-561 421 South Sixth Street
Springfield, Illinois 62701

May 16. 1968

Gentlemen:

: ‘Enclosed for your ‘information are two recent
photographs, one newspaper mat and one proof concerning
one JAMES EARL RAY, also known as ERIC STARVO GALT.

RAY is being sought as a fugitive by the Federal Bureau
of Investigation in connection with the assassination
of the Rev, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

The Federal Bureau of Investigation is re-
questing the aid of the nation’s press in bringing
about the prompt apprehension of this badly sought
fugitive and your cooperation in this matter is greatly

appreciated,
Very truly yours,
TROY ' COLEMAN
Special Agent in Charge
Enc. (4)
é::l Springfield (1: 44-561)(1: 66-224)
WR:blw A .
SEARCHED...... —
SERIAUZED A e
INDEXED
FILED,._..cZ2Z.
p~HS — SO

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL FORM NO\ 10
« MAY 1962 EDITION
WR (a1 crm) 101118 @

‘4

TO

SUBJECT:

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC, Albany DATE: May 20, 1968
Director, FBI

MURKIN
PUBLICITY ON REWARDS OFFERED

Each Special Agent in Charge and Legal Attache is
instructed to promptly remind their established cooperative news
sources,in a discreet and tactful manner, of the existence of sub-
stantial reward money for information leading to the arrest and
conviction of the killer of Dr, Martin Luther King, This money
now totals at least $100,000, The FBI should not, however, be
publicized as the source of this reminder, '

While the Bureau's continuing policy is to encourage
the pubhc to furnish information to law enforcement authorities as
a matter of good citizenship, without expectation of financial reward,
it is fully recognized that monetary rewards are often necessary to
motivate some individuals. The knowledge of the existence of the
substantial rewards available in the Murkin case could possibly
prove of value -in the solution of this major investigation.

"1 - Copies to all Special Agenté in Charge and Legats

/%4% | 7

E‘i.; DR 1)1 1) J—

NENATE T .mED/%k

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FROM

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1062 EDJT)
GSKFPMR (4t CFR) 101-31.8

'UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) DATE: 5/23/68

SAS ARTHUR LEE WOODS AND FRANK J. HABERSHAW

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Springfield teletype to Chicago dated 4/26/68.

On May 17, 1968, STOW E, SYMON, Supervising
Sociologist, Illinois State Penitentiary, Pontiac, Illinois,
advised SA FRANK J. HABERSHAW that the prison has approximately
25 record books, each containing approximately 500 pages
for names of prison inmates. He said that in order to
determine the identity of those inmates assigned to the
Honor Farm during the period which JAMES EARL RAY was
incarcerated, a search of those record books must be
made before a review of each inmate's file could be
instituted. He said that such would be a voluminous
amount of work and time consuming.

The abbve information was brought to the
attention of ASAC SULLIVAN and SA ROBERTS and it was
decided that, in view of the negative results of inter-
views with several former inmates, whose identity had
already been established, and since the institution of a
record search was based on information that RAY was being
financially provided for by a former cellmate at Menard
Penitentiary and not at the Illinois State Penitentiary,
Pontiac, Illinois, such a project would not be undertaken
at this tinme.

Inquiry at the Illinois State Prison, Pontiac,
Iliinois, on April 26, 1968, revealed the only known

living former employee of the Prison Honor Farm who would
have been at -the Farm at the t1me of ‘RAY was D, LANCE _JO
615 on _Street, Pont . It was learned

Mr. JONES is elderly and of ill health.

JONES was contacted on April 26, 1968, by SA
WOODS. JONES advised he recalls RAY as being a kitchen
helper-cook at ‘the Honor Farm. JONES was unable to recall
any known associate of RAY., He stated he'is unableé;p

@. =
Springfield (44-561) SEARCHED———— INi {
ALW: sgr SeRAZEDZZE FUED P2

1) MAY2 3 1968
W 25 FB;;SPRINEELDZ : ;E
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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SI 44-561

recall what other -inmates were assigned to the Kitchen.
JONES advised to his knowledge all ‘the other former guard
help at the Honor Farm are deceased.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



'FROM

SUBJECT:

OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10 . 5010-306 .

MAY 1942 EDITION
GSA GEN, REG. NO, 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC (44-561) DATE: 5/23/68
SA ROBERT BLUM RASCOE.

MURKIN

On 4/29/68, GARY WILLIS Sergeant, Springfield,
Illinois Police Department was advzsed that any fingerprints
of subject JAMES EARL RAY as set forth on 10 to be compared
with latents obtained since his escape from Missouri State
Penitentiary on 4/23/67 in order to establish RAY'S past
whereabouts and source of funds.

On the same date, EDWARD RYAN Sheriff Sangamon
County, was advised of the ’above. !

(;j;/sprlngf1e1d (44-561) ]

gdisj T (R lNDEXED ...... -~

o sseaﬁmizo TR SR
1AAY 2 8 1968

£81 /7 SPRINGZIELD

o

—?

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




SAC  (44-561) 5/23/68
SA ROBERT BLUM RASCOE
MURKIN

On 4/29/68, GARY WILLIS, Sergeant, Springfield,
Illinois Police Department, was advised that any fingerprints
of subject JAMES EARL RAY as set forth on I0 to be compared
with latents obtained since his escape from Missouri State
Penitentiary on 4/23/67 in order to establish RAY'S past
whereabouts and source of funds.

" On the same date, EDWARD RYAN, Sheriff, Sangamon
County, was advised of the above.

(2 - Springfield (44-561)
RBR/ssj

7 e
. A - TR By ]
" Mt, ITSIILLELILANAN e

SEnAMIIID AL =
MAY 2 3 1868
£5] ~ SPRINGF 1540

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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5/22/68
PLAIN TEXT
TELETYPE URGENT
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) AND SAC MEMPHIS (44-1987)
FROK: BAC, CHICAGO (44-1114)

NURKIN,
RE CHICAGO TEL MAY TWENTY ONE LAST.
RE ALLEGED ASSOCIATE ANDREW WILSON DE yé
DE CORE INTERVIEWED, ADVISED WAS ACQPAINTED WITH SUBJECT
WHILE BOTH INCARCERATED AT MENARD PRISON, FRIENDSHIP ON
CASUAL BASIS AND AT NO TIME DID THEY ENGAGE IN LONG
CONVERSATIONS. : - o
HAS NOT ASSOCIATED WITH RAY SINCE LAST SEEING HIM IN
MENARD, PICKED SIXTY PHOTOGRAPH AS BEST LIKENESS AS HE
RECALLS HIM. CANNOT PURNISH ANY IDENTITIES OF FELLOW
INMATES WHO WERE CLOSE TO RAY IN MENARD, 'SPECIFICALLY
| COULD NOT RECALL ANYONE NAMED JAMES LOAMA OWENS,
STATES SHOULD HE EVER DEVELOP ANY INFO CONCERNING
~ SUBJECT'S PRESENT WHEREABOUTS OR RECALL ANY CLOSE ASSOCIATES
WILL IMMEDIATELY CONTACT FBI.
AM CCS TO ST. LOUIS, SAN FRANCISCO AND SPRINGFIELD.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. . I‘;‘”’ 5 ?‘_ﬁ.___a,' T—

1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AX)

1 - San Francisco (173-65) (AN)

@D Springtield (44-461) (AKX
spas ,

(4)

i

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




OPTIONAL, FORM NO, 10
MAY 1962 EDITION )
GSA FPMR (4 CFR) 101118

.

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum
TO t SAC, Springfield (44-561) DATE: 5/23/68
FROM : Joseph L. McKinstray
susjecT: MURKIN
The following investigation was conducted by SA Joseph L.

McKinstray:

AT GRANITE CITY, ILLINOIS

DELMAR BELL, 2111l Lincoln St., advised that he owns the house
at 2251 Monroe St., and that CARL HOFFMAN never lived -in that house.
He advised that HOFFMAN did rent a room at 2111l Lincoln for a short
time about 3 years ago. He advised that while HOFFMAN himself was
alright, he associated with boisterous friends who came to the apart-
ment and caused trouble, parking their cars improperly and making
excessive noise. He advised bhe finally gave HOFEMAN notice to move
and he did move, and he has not heard from him since.

BELL was shown photographs of JAMES EARL RAY and stated he had
mnever knowingly seen this person.

2 - Springfield
JLM

)

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
\

2625 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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SAC, Springfield (44-561) | : 5/23/68

- Joseph L, McKinstray

MURKIN

¥

The following :mvestigat:.on was conducted by SA Joseph L. :
McKmstray.

AT GRANITE CITY. TLLINOIS ' r o .

DELMAR BELL, 2111 Lrncoln St., advised that he owns the house
at 2251 Monroe St., and that CARL HOFFMAN never lived in that house.
He advised that HOFFMAN did rent a room at 2111 Lincoln for a short
time about 3.years ago. He advised that ‘while HOFFMAN himself was .
alright, he associated with boisterous friends who came to the apart-:
ment and caused trouble, parking their cars dimproperly and making
excessive noise. He advised he finally gave HOFFMAN notice to'move
and he did move, and he has mnot heard £from him since. \

BELL was shown photographs of JAMES EARL RAY and stated he had
never knowingly seen this person.

2 ~ Springfield
JIM

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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4 24 5(9‘ " * OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION OF ERROR :
- ’- } Date
/=52 61 ¥ : May 23, 1968
To 74 - A o~ From 3
SAC, Kansas City ( 44-760 ) | Direcror, FBI(44-38861 )
Subject: JAmeS rarl Ray, aka = rugitivey 1, U. 7%k , Ww.F, #442—3,
Top Ten Fugitive; Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (Deceased) - Victim i
CR - Conspiracy; UFAC -~ Robberg
Reference: [_) Cover pages of SA XJReport of SA ___R2BYymond. B, Howe ) Letterhead memo *
dated «__Kansas City
) Letter ) Teletype {3 Atrtel (2] Radtogram. ) Cavlegram
dated from to
Your mail dispatch of , registry number N
XINonsubstontive Error = notify appropriate personnel; meke notation {T)Substantive Error « retum origingl of fora to Bureaw promptly with 1
in error folder; and consider in next performance ratings. Consider explanations and recomrmendations.
., employees’ work records as to any needed action. ,
Take appropriate action in connection with error in subject matter checked belows
{3 1. Administrotive Dota ., )14, Details
(Ja. Failed to submit letterhead memo re subject who is a. No description
Government employee b. Stops not rgmoved
C]o. Omission of *Property of FBI* statement on e Subject In custody, complaint and warrant issued but imme~
’ letterhead memo diate hearing before USC not reported
{T)c. Reason for protecting source not given {3} 4. Delay in receiving information from P.D. indicates lack of
d. Pretext not described police liaison
“Te. Documentation re FISUR Agents omitted . Incomplete reporting
C]t. Failure to meet $-day reporting rule ‘after arrest f, Administrative data in details -
) 2. Deloyed ) . Incorrect code section cited e
a. Investigation ) ¢ Transcription {)h. Failed to
b. Dictation () 4. Reporting ) 1. Take sworn statement
] 3. OO incorrect (0.0, is ) C) 2. Show employed key factlity
4. Reporting office 3. Show date information received
8 $. Date of communication 4. Show naxe of Agent conducting interview
] 6. Investigative period {C15. Show has aecess classified data at key facility
3 7. Title {3 1. Characterization omitted
a. Incomplete ([T)d. Incorrectly {TJe. Fugitive 3. “Place” omitted in Jurat of sworn statement
b. Misspelled ___ {7 1. Changed 1. Quuitted Clk. Form
e, Omutted ) 2. Corried 2. Ircorrectly t. Incomplete
1. 1.0.No. carried ’ 2. Incorrect
2. Wanted Flyer No. 1. No indication U, S, Marshal notiffed
3. Check Circular No. 315, Enclosures
3 8. Charocter . ) a. Noj received T ¢. Not submitted
a. h;xcomplete ot -2 Incorrect ) c. Omitted Jb. Not described 1. Disposition Sheet
£ 9. Synopsis 2. Probation Flash
a. Incomplete of inadequate ) 16._Security Classification
b. Facts not in detail or vice versa a. lcorrect  {) €. Classification omitted [T] d. Reason
(Cle. Fails to show b. Declassify ) Protective (U] Group not shown
) 1. Owner notified )17, Leods ’
2. Employed key focllity X a. Not set oyt {2 b. Too vague
3. Has acecess classified data at key facility o 18,  foemonts
[C]<¢. Recovery value not sef out ’ (T}a. FBINo.mot given  [TJe. Date of FBI Identification
{le. “Caution® statement b. 45-day contact missed Division record check not listed
. 7] 1. Omitted ' ¢. Incorrect T symbol  [T)f. Failed to submit evaluation
2. Failure to delete £ e, Not 1dentiffed memo
310- Stetus - ] 19. Reference
a. Incorrect ) b. Omitted - Q. Incorrect b Omitted
11. Not approved by SAC (original returned for approval and forwarding) (=} 20, Abstraict
xzéoplex: R 21. Fom FD-122 .
a. Not legible 22. Misspelling, POJe mmmmer .
. CN:‘])‘INTSI\? £61 ) 23. Typographicql errot - % / "jm
« Auxiliary oflice 24. Incorrect use of .
2. U.S. Attorney = «. Afctel SEARCHE INDEXED e
3. b. Teletype *(LED
J¢. Incorrect no. of coples o T} 25. Resubmit promptly in osmE:R.!»u !ZEP t diss %on
Iy Bureaw {53 26. Parole Report W A f {. .
. , a. Not submitted K J F:
d. "Reason for taformation copy ' b. Violation block Y ,Fﬂ ol SPR‘WFELD :
s file Number should be 27. Incorrect date(s) L
Ca. Incorrectly reported 28. Miscellaneous 1 < 7
'{C)b- Files consolidated at Bureaa 29. Bureau mailing lastdictions, Manual of Rulpe’and Requlations,
Remarks: . Pat I1, Section 3, B, 2, Item e, not followed.
page 45 of report, first [C)30. Submit appropriate amended . :
paragraph should be July 18, 1967,-instead of : 68, Bureau COpXeES
corrected. - “
: ( 1 )_—_ Springfield / 4«[« Q 1
A

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10 :
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (0 CFR) 14318

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) -P- DATE: 5/27/68
SA LOUIE F. DEAN

MURKIN
Re memorandum of SPC DAVID J., KAPP, 5/21/68.

On 5/24/68, Mrs. DAVID JOHN BLACKMAN, 949 East
Pells, Paxton, Illinois, advised that her husband, DAVID
JOHN BLACKMAN, is a sergeant in the U.S. Air Force sta-
tioned at Chanute Air Force Base, Rantoul, Illinois.

She further advised that she was aware of the
fact that he desired to contact the FBI with reference
to an individual who he and his friend Sergeant SCALES
said they had seen on 5/21/68 walking on Illinois Route
45 near }lantoul, Illinois.

She advised that her husband and Sergeant SCALES
could be contacted at Chanute Air Force Base.

After contact with Mrs. BLACKMAN, the writer tele-
phonically contacted SA TRAVELSTEAD, Urbana RA and advised
him that Sergeant BLACKMAN and Sergeant SCALES could be
contacted at Chanute Air Force Base, Rantoul, Illinois
at which time he stated that he would have SpecialiAgent
GERALD E, MC DANIEL, JR, contact Sergeant BLACKMAN and
Sergeant SCALES this date at Chanute Air Force Base.

%— Springfield (44-561)

D/ jac Y S - S

2 | e

MAY2 7 1968
7 /681 SPRINGFIELD

)

{

LCtlests |

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 4_ s ﬁ OJ
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SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) -P- 5/27/68
SA LOUIE ¥, DEAN

MURKIN
Re memorandum of SPC DAVID J. KAPP, 5/21/68.

On 5/24/68, Mrs. DAVID JOHN BLACKMAN, 949 East
‘Pells, Paxton, Illinois, advised that her husband, DAVID
JOHN BLACKMAN, is a sergeant in the U.S. Air Force sta-
tioned at Chanute Alr Force Base, Rantoul, XIllinois.

She further advised that she was aware of the
fact that he desired to contact the FBI with reference
¢o an individual who he and his friend Sergeant SCALES
sald they had seen on 5/21/68 walking on Xllinois Route
45 near Bantoul, Illinois. P

o e ee3h@ Aadvised that her husband and Sergeant SCALES .
could be contacted at Chanute Air Force Base.

After contact with Mrs. BLACKMAN, the writer tele-
phonically contacted SA TRAVELSTEAD, Urbana RA and advised
him that Sergeant BLACKMAN and Sergeant 'SCALES could be
contacted at Chanute Air Force Base, Rantoul, Illinois
at which time he stated that he would have Special:Agent
GERALD E. MC DANIEL, JR. contact Sergeant BLACKMAN and
Sergeant SCALES this date at Chanute Air Force Base.

- s .

Springfield (44-561) o o
@n/ﬁ: e P GSLS - e
S u.AYa 7 1968

FBl+ SPRINGFIELD
Nipi=t
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rD.se(R" 12-13-56) . .
FARR A

XN
FBI

Date: 5"23"‘63

Transmit the following in

{Type m plair; text or code)

Via __AIRTEL AIRMAIL

(Priority or Method of Mailing)

ST M D TR L S S A S G S S G S S G SO o s O o . s . " G S o Wy " . .

r——-——- - i . a—Gn — e . S

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
FROM: SAC, ST. LOUIS (44=775).P
RE: MURKIN /4//§0/ . N

REBUAIRTEL, 5516-68, concéerning allegation by 'JOHN
gU?ENElg%gRON that subject and an unnamed man robbed bank June
uly, . R

. iewinterview late
of bank as. Al on, Ill,,.and identity of innamed man who robbed
same with subject as JIMMIE ({NU). Stated he was wnsited by
JIMMIE nights of 5»13 and 55 4-68.

dfivther individual,

i

- Buregu

- Chig&gom(lnfo)

= Detroit” {Info)

- Indianap 1is (Info)
- Jackson ' Info),

- Kansss (City. (Info)
- Knoxville (Info)

~ Mgmphis (;nfo) .
= Milwaukee. (Info),.
- Minneapolis %Info) -
= New Orleans Info) )
- Omaba, (Info) . ONE X£R0X

- Little Rock (Xnfd) COPY MADE °

ringfield nfo) »4‘%3?V\
0> F
FBI.-.SPRINCFEELD

L

Pl bl el e et et et ek o e e 0O

AN

SEARCHED. . .\szz
q SERIALIZED, ..wme
ulAY 271368

-22-68 GAWRON revealed location

.-.,;.,, R

~\.\, 3 ,’ “’ e
one JAMES i, CABPENTER, FBY # 230'343 is kuown to have

-

le7

Approved: Sent _ > M%—-%
s

)

Special Agent in Charge
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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SLs 42-775

LR

SL files disclose BANK OF ALTON, Alton, Ill., was robbed
by two unknown subjects on 7-13-67 (Bufile 91—27494)(Slfile 91~3699)
(SLfile é-3877).‘ Description of number two man could fit RAY.
Number nan description does not fit CARPENTER, who is 5'8",

140 #, slender build, ‘ Gy

. St. Louis City Jail records establish ed CARPENTER was in
City Jail from 6-5-67 to 3-1-68, and therefore could not have
participated in the Alton BR, or met GAWRON during. 1967 as alleged.
i ) !"
' In v1ew of foregoing, GAWRON is being considered as being
of known unreliability. Wy .

I
W

Subject should STILL be considered as a possible suspect
in all unsolved bank and other robberies subsequent to 4-23-67,

Subject A & D,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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... ' s/2a/e8
TELETYPE =~ ~ URGENT

10: DIRECTOR (44-38861) AND ST, LOUIS (44-775)
FROM MEMPHIS (44-1987) 1P | |

MURKIN, ” ,

“RE ST, LOUXS SUMMARY TELETYPE MAY TWENTY THREE LAST.

SINCE JAMES H, CARPENTER, FBI NO. TWO THREE ZERO TWO
FOUR THREE, WAS IN ST. LOUIS CITY JAIL FROM JUNE'FIVE, SIXTY
SEVEN TO MARCH ONE LAST HE COULD NOT POSSIBLY HAVE BEEN K
INVOLVED IN BANK ROBBERY AT ALTON, ILL., REFERRED TO
JOHN EUGENE GAWRON; HOWEVER, IT IS CONCEIVABLE GAWRON
POSSIBLY INTENDED TO IDENTIFY JOHN PAUL VELA AS PERSON
PERPETRATING THE ROBBERY AT ALTON WITH sua.m{:r RAY,

IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE, UNLESS RECORDS IN POSSESSION OF
ST. LOUXS mnxcxm THAT VELANTI WAS IN JAIL DURING THE PERIOD
OF THE ALTON BANK ROBEERY ON JULY THIRTEEN, SIXTY SEVEN,

" VELANTI SHOULD ER REINTERVIEWED REGARDING HIS POSSIBLE

PARTICIPATION IN THIS ROBEERY WITH SUBJECT RAY..
SPRINGFIELD ADVISED BY AIRMAIL. ™~

e
" ARMED AND DANGEROUSQ’/P.
47

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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SRR Roe‘ou.& Co.
320 E. Second St.
Owansboro, Ky.

Sears Roebuck & Co.
4133 Dixie Highway
Shively, Ky.

Sears Roebuck & Co.
1010 State Street
Bowling Green, Ky.

'Sears Roebuck & Co.
2102 Williams St.
Cape Girardeau, Mo,

Sears Roebuck & Co.
1500 Broagway
Paducah, bentucky

Sears Roebuck & Co.
213 E. Main Street
Lexington, Kentucky

Seaxs Roebuck & Co.
3708 Grand Blvd,
St. Louis, Missouri

Sears Roebuck & Co.
7412 Manchester Rd.
Maplewood, Missouri

p/’gz;rs Roebuck & Co.

309 Piasa Street
Alton, Xllinois

-

'
1 R e A g

- (18)

()
(22)
4)

(13)

(13) -

':s Roebuck & Co.’,
13"West 7th Street .
Covington, Kentucky oy

Seaxrs Roebuck & Co.
820 West Broadway \
Louisvilie, Ey.

Sears Roebuck & Co.
4121 Shelbyville Road
St. Matthews, Kentucky

Sears Roebuck & Co. (7
U.S. 60 East .
Frankfort, Kentucky ' ?

) |

Sears Roebuck & Co. |  (76)
1408 N. Kingshighway L
St. Louis, Missouri |

. " Bears Reebuck & Co. ;
1005 State Street
East St, Louis, Illinois

'

!

I

|
S8 e deean be cmdeges .

(34

(64)

7

. @7

o
,/’gz;rs Roebuck & Co. ' (2)
112 E. Main Street ' ’

Belleville, Illinois,

Sears Roebuck & Co, D (42)
15 Crestwood Plaza | |
St. Louis, Missouri ' |

! |
Sears Roebuck & Co. (69)

11100 St, Charles Redk Road
St. Ann, Missouri

S - 5P

. D
& Ft '»;:JED ENDEXF,
NN Y7 AW
;o VPACRR
epRintE LD

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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—-— mn - —

" FBi
Date: 5/24/68

Transmit the following in.

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

—— - — o o go —— o s i o " e e e s o~ S S g i i SO . . . . S

{_,_.s.—-.—_——_.._
I
!
)
1
}
i

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI. (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, LOUISVILLE ((44-947) (P)
RE: MURKIN ‘qé'

Re Louisville teletype to Director dated 4/26/68;
Atlanta teletype to Louisville dated 4/30/68; Atlanta
telephone call to Louisville, 5/22/68; and Louisville te1e~
phone call to Atlanta, 5/23/68. ,

Re: Sears Roebuck Battery located in 1966 Mustang

. With further reference ‘to the tracing of Sears
Roebuck All-State Battery located in 1966 lustang recovered
at Atlanta, Ga., on 4/5/68, and with particular reference
to telephonic conversation bhetween Qupervxsor CHARLES HARDING,
Atlanta Office, and £A C, ADDISON KINCAID of the Louisville
Office, the following additional facts are being furnished:

On 5/22/68, Yr. JOBXN DARNELL, Globe Union Company,
Louisville, Ky., manufacturers of All-State Automcbile
Batteries of the type recovered in instant 1866 Nustang,
stated that this battery is a MNodel 52 which carries a
stock number of 22-F. Mr. DARNELL dinformed that in a 1966
Yustang the battery normally installed would be a Ycdel
25, 35 or 26 or ftock No. 24~F. He stated that this battery

3-Bureau (Znc. 1) ' . 3-Memphis (44-1287) (Enc. 1)
2-Atlanta (44~2386) {(Enc. 1)

i=St. Louis (Enc. 1) (Info)

(gzépringfield {¥nc. 1) (Info)

4-Louisville

CAX/ssb .
(14) / - el P

.
s&mﬁsom.moexm J—

SERIALIZED 4 ZZZFND 22
g MAY 271968

FBLA/SE RN JCLLey
R
[

Approved: Sent M  Perp ot Vi

Svecial Acent in Charoe
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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LS 44-947

could be purchased in any of the Sears Roebuck retail
automobile store outlets located in Eastern Missouri,
Southem Illinois, all of the State of Indiana, all of the
State of Ohio, all of the State of West Virginia, or all

of the State of Kentucky. He stated that as of the present
time, there are 133 retail Sears Roebuck automobile stores
which stock and sell this battery,

With reference to the possibility of obtaining
this battery through mail order, Mr. DARNELL stated that
this could be possible but only upon referral of the mail
order to the Louisville plant of Globe by Sears Roebuck in
Chicago, Illinois, for delivery direct from the Louisville
plant. It is to be noted that the central distributing
point and warehouse of Sears Roebuck in Chicago would not
stock a 22-F battery manufactured at the Louisville plant

inasmuch as Chicago is served by the Milwaukee plant of

Globe Union.

With reference to the possibility of purchase
of the battery by mail order, Mr. DARNELL checked all
mail orders filled by the Louisville plant upon such
referral by Sears Roebuck in Chicago and stated -that no
mail order received was for a Model 22-F battery, thus
eliminating the possibility of purchase of instant battery
through mail order.

Pursuant to conversation held with Supervisor
CHARLES HARDING of the Atlanta Office, Mr. DARNELL was
requested to furnish and did furnish copies of the Sears
Roebuck retail automobile store outlets in the area
surrounding Memphis, consisting of stores .in the Greater:
St. Louis, Missouri, area and Southeastern Missouri, as
well as Southern Illinois as far North as Alton, Illinois,
as well as stores in Western Kentucky. Next to the name
and address of the Sears Roebuck stores so listed in
parenthesis are listed the total number of the type 22-F
battery furnished these various stores during the pertinent
period from 2/22/68, to April 5, 1968. It is to be noted
that while instant battery carries a date code of 3/68,
Mr. DARNELL explained that the code date is effective
on the 21st of each month indicating that this battery was
distributed possibly as early as 2/22/68, as a March
product.

For the information of offices not previously
receiving correspondence regarding tracing of instant

-2-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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LS 44-947

battery, this battery is described as an All-State high
voltage, internal connector battery with the identifying
Model 52 contained in white letters in a small circular
plastic case on -three sides of ‘the battery. It also bears
the marking "F-41 B E 8, square 48" located on ‘the top

of the lead shield washer on the negative post. The date
code "C-8" indicating the battery was manufactured in
March, 1968, is contained in a small white decal on the
side of the battery.

Enclosed for the Bureau and each receiving office
is a copy of the list of Sears Roebuck retail stores carrying
this battery and through which retail outlet same may have
been purchased during the above period from 2/22 to 4/4/68.

No ieads are being set forth herewith by the Louis-
ville Office relative to further tracing of this battery
but same is being left to the descretion of the OO as
“indicated in referenced teletype of the Louisville Office
dated 4/26/68.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

Yy

-3

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FD-36 (Bev. s~32.e4: A ‘
A [ R i

Ak ks e

et

’:. ’ .’ , . ) Date: *~ 5/27/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext o7 code)

. ah m— — ————_— —— —— o W— v —— —

Vi ~AJRTEL . AIRMAIL
ia L . . et
(Priority) l
T g W ST, e e W S v e Wk A W SN S S TN - Ry "l - “ml"".ﬁﬂnbmm-—.'ﬁ-.—-‘hlm-- n”l-‘“m“‘”"QA”Miﬁn
T0: DIRECTOR, FBI (ATTENTION: NCIC) ;
FROM: SAC, SPRIIGFIILD (91..0}
SUBJECT: JOHN MASON
POSSIBLE BR
On 5/22/68, DON BRANDT, Assistant Cashier, Illinois
State Bank of East Alton Illlnoxs advised that JOdN MASON
had deposited $8,000.00 1n ‘the Czti4ens Savings and Loan of
East Aliton, leznoxs and that he had the money at his bank.
BRANDT furnished the qer;al nunber of 20 $100 bills and 120
$50 bills which were deposited by JOHN MASON on 5/21/68 at
the Citizens Savings and Loan, East Alton, Illinois. ’
g The serial nunbers are as follows:
L $100 Bills
H04572285A Series 1950 D
BO1336165 Series 1950 E
R01934827 Sexrices 1950 B
L07004199A Series 1950 C ,
LO07540155A . Sexries 1950 C
G137432184& Series 1950 D
G13871888A Series 1950 b
G14596648A Series 1950 E
B03398564A Seriés 1950
B04679834A Series 1950 A
£09476292A Series 1850 D
DO0495749A Series 1950
. H04692408A Series 1950 D
3 - buzequ 1 - Mcewphis (44-19287) (Info) 1 - St.Louis (Info)
@_ Springfield (1 - 91-0) ,
(1~ 91-3699)
’ T
- FEC/ssj = 440 .
(9) —_— SEARCHED,
.o SERIALIZED.,..... 222
-3 . INDEXED.
. FILED ) il
. AV ‘ T
Approved: ’ ’ o Semt M Per —
Specicl Agent in Charge .

A - S 5P

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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SI 91-0

H04985640A
H00553780

HO04975387A
HO02648573A
H04912238A
'K002228054
A024S0084A

$50 Bills

Series 1950
Series 1950
Series 1950
Series 1950
Series 1950
Series 1934
Series 1850

H03416821A ~ H034168804A

H02447076A
G12760049A
J02742048

G15823454A
011185244
£05870162A
B35166362A
L00103408

G01000250

E07756231A
HO03229553A
D00467899

‘E11608035A
HO3372525A
LO0778025A
HO02993486A

‘H03397932A
H03643837A,

G01308381A
H00552124

HO03207896A
HO03228634A
HO03821660A

- G1l6303173A

HO2760862A
H027596044A
H026835324
L04871892A

Series 1950
Series 1950
Series 1950
Series 1950
Sexies 1950
Series 1950
Series 1950
Series 1963
Series 1950
Series 1950
Series 1950
Series 1950
Series 1950
Series 1950
Serics 1963
Serleo 1950
Series 1950
Sexies 1950
Sgries 1963

. Series 1950

Scrleq 1950
Serxes 1250
Serzes 1950
Series 19850

Series 1950
Series 1950
Series 1950

Series 1950

G13262394A Series 1850

" B24032261A

H00723490
HO01548130A -

H00586682 '

wne

Series 1250
Series 1950
-Series 1950
Serxes 1950

OPUPOEOUYYUDUWFDUUFrOUDOWERTE> SO0

{ro B el ¥ o R v/

Series 1950 D

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




SI 91-0

K0134S048A. Series 1950
G09446495A Serxies 1850
R205282824 Sexies 1950
C04754681A Serxies 1930
‘ G16427591A Series 1950
H02944064A Sexies 1950
BO3189755A Series 1950
H02934253A Series 1950
H03221624A Series 1950
HO03228633A Series 1950
HO3337389A Sexies 1950
H03393533A Series 1950
H03387313A Series 1950
HO3397314A Series 1950
HO3397378A Series 1950
208585462A Series 1950
H00713260 Series 1950
H02019370A Series 1950
G12181525A Series 1950
G15170116A Series 1950
B37441311A Series 1950
B318G9S577A Series 1950
G02711574A Series 1950
‘E11586003A Series 1950
‘D12261655A Series 1850
Cl0276020A Series 1950
K00156641 Series 1250

UUD UECONOTUOOO DS T o

All of above enumerated bills are Federal Reserve
Notes. ’ "y,

WALTER MAY, Cashier ,~Citizens Savlngs and Loan,
East Alton, 1111n01s furniched the following descr;ptlon
and information pertalnna to subject.

Nane: JOHN MASON

Age: Late thirties

Weight: 180 - 190 -

Builg: Stocky :

Hair: Dark brown, very close to black
wavy, combed straight back, appeared
to be styled and had a recedxng hair
1ine. oy . A

Eyes: Unknown

Conmplexion; Clear’

Speech: Spoke with somewhat of a Texan acceat.

Employment: Truck Driver, Atlas Plumbing Company,

St. Louis, Missouri.
2]
"\J"

-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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S 91-0-

LEAD:

NCIC

}w

Conpa"e these serial numbers with bait money
serial numbers entered 1nto NCIC taken in bank robberies

and burglarles.

SPRINGFIELD DIVISION

At East Alton,

Illinois

Will display appropriate photographs,

photograph of JAMES EARL RAY.

' X

‘\l\,

o5
e

including

F

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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' MAY 271968 N

FR1 SPRNGFLD ’

v

F31 ST LOUTS
110 PM URGENT 5=27-68 GMC !

3 r’ 3
10: DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS AND SPRINGFIELD

FROM ST. LOUIS _ 44-775

-~ ! 5

. ’,6’ .
wekiv. W2 | \ - s

"WALTER ELLSWORTH NOLAN, SIX £I1GHT» CLAIMS TO BE SIBJRCT'S

CLOSEST ASSOCIATE AT MSP/PRIOR TO SU%JFCT S ESCAPE. . .

sS4 BELL TELE- CO (PROTECT) ADVIS&D FOLLOWING PHOV& CALL
CﬂARQED TO CARMEN PATTON . FIVE THO ZFRO SIX WASH., SLMO» NOLAN'S

LANDLADY: OCT. TWENTYNINE; SIXTYSFVEN (AREA CODE SIX\GN? FIGHTY»

WO SEVEN FIVE DASH FOUR FOUR‘SEVRN EYTGHT, LAAMINGTON, TLL.

POSTAL GUINE AND glGHwAY MAP FAILS 70 LIST LEAMINGTON. PHONF CO.
SAYS TOWV IN SOUTH CFNTRAL. ILL.
SPRINGFIFLDI?FVTIFY LFAVINGTOV SUBSCRIBER.

Az D. P , ' /
END ‘ .

VA

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



o~ -

!

-

" FA1 SPRNGFLD

FI ST LOUIS

110 PM URGENT §-27-%8 GMC

10: DIRFCTOR, MEMPHIS AND SPRINGFIFLD
FROM ST. LOULS = 44-775

-

MURKIN.

WALTER FLLSWORTH NOLAN, SIX FIGHT, CLAIMS T0 Eé“suBJRCT'S

CLOSEST ASSOCIATE AT MSP PRIOR TO SUBJECT'S ESCAPE.
. .S BELL TELE. CO (PROTECT) ADVISED FOLLOWING PHONE CALL

~aF {

CHARGED TO CARMEN PATTON » FIVE THO ZERO, SIX ¥ASH., SLMO, NOLAN'S

e

LANDLADY: OCT. TWRNTYNINE, SIXTYSRVEN (AREA COOF SIX ONF EIGHT)»
THO SEVEN FIVE DASH FOUR FOUR SEVFN EIGHT> LFAMINGTON, L.
POSTAL GUIDE AND HIGHWAY MAP FAILS TO LIST LEAMINGTON. PHQNF CO.
SAYS TOUN IN SOUTH CRNTRAL» ILL. |
SPRINGFIFLDIDENTIFY LEAMINGTON SURSCRIBFR.

‘ At D. P : -
CEND " , :

PEF o ;

FB1 $PRNGFLD : ?

P

. AL.&«~§Eé? { L - ssiead &
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
.

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101118

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

TO ! SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) DATE: 5/27/68
FROM : SA GERALD E. MCDANIEL, JR.

SUBJECT: 'MURKIN

On 5/24/68 S/Sgt. DAVID JOHN BLACKMAN and Sgt. FRANK SCALES,
were interviewed by SA GERALD E. MCDANIEL, JR., at their place of

employment, Chanute Air Force Base,Ill., and they furnished the following
information:

On 5/21/68 at 5:10AM they were on their way to work at Chanute,
and were travelling south on US highway 45 about one mile north of
Rantoul, Ill, It was dark andtheysaw in hhe headlights a white male
walking north én the shoulder of ‘the highway. The man appeared to stagger
as if intoxicated and was shabbily dressed.rHe was descrived as 27
5t 7" and having dark bushy hair. .

BLACGMAN advised that later that day after he had gotten home
he saw a phétograph of JAMES EARL RAY in a newspaper, and thought that
possibly the unknown individual might be RAY,

In view of the lack of description or further information, no
other action is being takeh.

2 - L44-561
GEM

L 57y - T
SEARSEED INDEXED
SERIAUZES. S 774018 2220

MAY 28 1968 (l

/7 Fuly-SPRINZFIEL
@‘L’MA% \

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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SAC, SPRINGFIELD (hb-561) o 5/27/68
SA GERALD E. MCDANIEL, JR.

On 5/24/68 S/Sgt. DAVID JOHN BLACIMAN and Sgt. FRAMK SCALES,
were intexrviewed by SA GERALD E. JCDANIEL, JR., at their place of .
zggloymggt, Chanute Air Force Base,Ill., and they furnished the following
ormations - ;

On 5/21/68 at 5:104 they were on their way to work at Chanute,
and were travelling south on US highway 45 about one mile north of
Rantoul, Ill. It was dark andtheysaw in khe headlights a white male
walking morth .én the shoulder of the highway. The man appeared to stagger
as if intoxicated and was shabbily dressed. He was described as 2
5t 7" and having dark bushy hair. L

. BLACEMAN advised that later that day after he had gotten home
he saw a phétograph of JAMES [ARL RAY in a newspaper, and thought that
possibly the unknown individual might be RAY,

In view of the i&:k of :descriptién ox further information, mo °
other action is being takeh, :

2 = U4-561
GEM .

. YT 5C - 5
s£ T

e 2T
UAY 2R orn

L PRI F )

2P e
e REaL e ey an, e

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




ol FD-209 (Rev. 9-13-69)
T QPHONAL FORM NO. VO 5010104
MAY 1962 EXITION

GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERN MENT

Memorandum

SAG SPRINGFIELD

FROM : SA FREDERICK E. GRAPER

SUBJECT:  SI 1557~C

pHTE: 5/28/68

Cia BKEst IR (Prob)
Iear [Jpst [OR
O

Dates of Contact 1 ‘

VAL W7-Xo]

THIoZ aha £ Yo #s on which cootacted.

SI-44~56 1o

..HOIARD.BAKER,._ETAL

SI-66=696———ererrerer

Purpose and results of contact 7

[CINEGATIVE
POSITIVE
L ) STATISTIC

The informant when contacted was displayed photographs
of subject EARL RAY and was furnished a copy of a Wanted
Flyer with instructions that if any information comes to his
attention concerning this individual, he should immediately
notify the FBI. Informant stated that he did not know subject
RAY but would be on alert for any information concerning him.

Concerning HOWARD BAKER, the informant stated that
BAKER recently has been traveling to Florida, purpose unknown,
but is still maintaining the operation of the Town and Country
Motel and Lounge located at Mc Clure, Illinois. The informant
states that he services vending machines in the area of .Mc Clure
and to date has been unable through his sources to determine
if any gambling presently exists at the BAKER establishment.
The informant reported that the motel operated by BAKER is

LV

fext Informant certified that be has Rating
furnished all inforation obtained
by him since last contact.

- Springfield (1:
: (1: 66~-696)

¥ Y - Sel = SR

137-1909)

Coverage )

]

SEARCHED INDEXED,

SERALZ o7 22 FuxD B

(1244
(3) ,@%

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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SI 137-1909

utilized by "over the road truckers" as a rest stop since the
motel is located adjunct to one of the large truck terminals.

The informant further advised that BAKER lost
control of the Colony Club which he held for a very brief
period of time.

-2 -
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FD-209 (Rev. ,9-!3-65)

z ‘ 'UDHTE[)STAFES(R)VERIHWENT
; Memorandum
TO  : SAG SPRINGFIELD DsTE: 5/28/68

FROM : SA EREDERICK E. GRAPER

X<

ISt (CIR(Prob)

Jecl pst IR

SUBJECT: SI 1599-C o
Dates of Contacf
2 /10/68 .
Titled o8 File #s on which contacted
_MURKIN SI.44-561
/4"»1” e -
Purpose and results of contact
XEX NEGATIVE
I POSITIVE
) STATISTIC ‘

At time of contact the above inf’ormant was displayed
and furnished photographs of subject JAMES EARL RAY with
instructions that if any information comes ‘to his attention
regarding RAY, he should immediately notify the writer or the
FBI. RN

TheCl stated that he won‘xld cooperate fully in this
natter.

[} Informént certified ;h?t h:btmi;ed Rating Coverage
B im sinct Jaot consacts. Very good | Semg.z:3’ )
This informant is completely stabd4 and has 4’/«5‘// 7
furnished reliable information in ‘the past} Vsoscso. . WODED.
, SR ?//:n@,gzz
‘MAY 28 1968
Fi1 e DO NGTHELD W=
/<7

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FD-209 (Rev, 9+13-635) .

"OPTIONAL FORM NQ, 10 5010104

MAY 1962 EOITION ‘ .
GSA GEN, REG, NO, 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

{
* Memorandum
T SAC , SPRINGFIELD DSTE:  5/28/68
| ' el st IR (Prob)
FROM . SA

FREDERICK E. GRAPER XZpcl (Pt R

" supjecr: ABSTRACT RANSOM N S e

L]

Dates of Contact

5/10/68 , S i R
Titles and File #s on which contacted

MURKIN

Purpose and results of contact

HXINEGATIVE

LJPOSITIVE : .,
I STATISTIC 4 ,

At time of contact the above informant was displayed
and furnished photographs of subject JAMES EARL RAY with
instructi ons that if any informa tion domes to his atténtion

regarding RAY, he should immediately notify the writer or
the FBI. .

The PCI stated that he would cooperate fully in
this matter. :

E:]V!anomant giertit}ied that hgbi:%s Rating Coverage
furnished all information obtained . .
by him since last contact. Very good Same. | .

This informant is completely stable and hag |
furnished reliable information in the past
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Transmit the following in

L ' Dote: 5/28/68

1

FBi

( Type‘z‘a plaintzxt or code)

R e i I e . p—

Via = AIRTEL AIR MAIL
{Priority)
B Y '5’5}{?5“5:;“ TBT ""’(' 24-33561) T T T e e e T T
Attention: FBY LAboratory
FROM: SAC, SPRIl F"I»LD (44~561) = P -
SUBJECT: MURKIN

INSUBS (2);

The Bank of Alton,
Alton, Illinois,
7/13/67

BR

Being submitted undex semarute cover via Registered
Mail are the follo.unc itens of evidence recovered in
connection with captioned bank robbery.

1. Item Q3 ~ A Van Heusen Shirt
2. Jtem Q6 ~ Man's brown trousers

3. Slides of hair samples prepared by the
Laboratory of hair recovexeq fron previously
submitted evidence. .

The Laboratory is requested to compare the above
submitted evidence with items to be submitted_by the Memphis
Division in connection with the MURKIN investigation to
determine if there is any similarity or identification
between the two cases. *

RCH/smx @~
(12 )///\/

4 - Burcau- (3: 44-38861)
(L: 91-27494) ‘
1 - Package (RM) -S%/ ~
2 - Memphis (44~1987) #7- : fypf
o St. «LOUiS (44“7’]5) SEARCHBQ--......“W
@- Springfield 44-561) SERIAL'ZED."".«MW
: 91-3699) INDEXED, A
FILED, P '&f.—-—-
ma———

/M

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge

¥
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31 44-5861 ,

The Memphis Division is requested to submit items
of clothing bearing laundry marks and hair samples recovered
by ‘the Laboratoxy in the NURKIN investigation for compaxison
with the above submitted items. )

7he St. Louis Division is requested to reintcrview

JOUN EUGENE GAWRON in depth; develop in detail his complete
association with JANES EARL RAY, together with all knowledge
he has concerning RAY's wovements and plans, particularly
with reference to the casing of The Bank of Alton .in 1959.
Will also determine from GAWRON all known associates of RAY
in oxrder ‘that they might be investigated as possible

_ suspects in instant bank rokbery. Will submit results to
the Springfield Division in oxder that all future investigation
concerning MURKIN and the bank robkery rattexr might be
cooxdinated. ) )

For information of the Buxeauw, the Springfield report
of SA ROBERT C. HAINES dated 10/10/67 beginning of page 28
sets forth results of Laboratory examnination of recovered
evidence in this matter. With particular reference to the
"shotgun recovered, ‘the Laboratory pointed out that there was
no physical evidence to indicate the shotgun had-ever borne
a serial nunmber and that there are some shotguns which do not
bear a serial nunber. ' -

For furthexr information of the Bureau, inguirxy of
employces and officials at The Bank ,of Alton has disclosed
that no exact figure or breakdown of the bills' incoxrporated
in the loot money obtained is available since the bank was
robbed near the end of the business day and the tellers had
no exact accounting of denominations taken. Tt is the
opinion of employees that a large amount of $20 bills was®
obtained and further that one teller specifically recalls
she had twenty-one $100 bills in hexr teller's cage.

*

N
' Investigation continuing Springfield Division to
develop information concerning inforxmation fuxnished by
GAWRON.
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Transmit the following in

Via

——

P?\‘ss (Rev. $+22-6¢) )

PN

° °
Foail
Date: 5/28/68

(Type in plainiéxt or code)

AIRTEL AIR MAIL o
‘ | ' (Priority)
e S, Shn_ . A A T - . ——_ T -, M D bt . $o00 o JVE W Woww s wd Wve whon v won e v o %wm%wmu—»--—w‘(’-ﬂu—“w»mm
0: ‘DIRE»;O"(, E“"I {44 38o61) '
Attention: FBI LAboratory

'
e v e s AR —— A o — —— ——

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) = P =

SUBJLCT: IMURKIN

unNsuBs (2);

The Bank of Alton,

Alton, XIllinois, .
7/x3/67 . '

BR

f

Being submitted under separate cover via Reg;syexca
Mail are the following items of evidence recovered in
connectlon with captioned bank xobbery.

1. Item 03 - A Van Heusen Shirt
2. Item Q6 - Man's brown trouserxs

3. Slides of hair samples prepared by the
Laboratory of hair recovered ﬁrom previously
subnitted evidence.

The Laboratory is requested to comparxe the above
subnitted evidence with items to be suomhtted by the Memphis
Division in connection with the MURKIN investigation to
determine if there is any sxﬁ*larxty or identification
between the two cases.

4 - Bureuu (3: 44-38861)
(l: 91~274%24)
1 ~ Package (RY) : ‘
. 2 ~ Memphis (44~1987) .
St. Louis (44=775) ] .
@ Springfield 44-561) Sy — 5L TP
(L: 91-3699) SEARCHED.....osvemssursevemsemeeees
RCil/smx o SERIALIZED. ., e
(12) INDEXED... —
v FILED e~
Approved: Sent M Per

Special Agent in Charge
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SI 44-561

The Memphis Division is requested to submit items
of clothing bearing laundry marks and hair samples recovered
by the Laboratory in the MNURKIN investigation for comparison
with the above submitted .items. N o .

The St., Louvis Division is requested to reihtexview
JOUN CUGENE GAWROU in cdepth; develop in detail his complets
association with JANES EARL RAY, togethexr with all knowledge
he has concerning RAY's movements and plans, particularly
with reference to the casing of The Bank of Alton in 1955.
Will also determine from GAWRON all known associates of RAY
in order that they might be investigatéd as possible
suspécts in instant bank xobbery. Will submit results to
the Springfield Division in oxder that all future investigation
concerning MURKIN and ‘the bank robbexy matter might be
cooxdinated.

For information of the Bureaw, the Springfield report
of SA ROBERT C. HAINES dated 10/10/67 beginning of page 28
sets forth xesults of Laboratory examination of recovered
evidence in this matter.. With particular reference to the
shotgun recovered, the Laboratory pointed out that there was
no physical evidence to indicate the shotgun had-ever boxne
a serial number and that there are some shotguns which do not
bear a serial number.

For further information of the Bureau, inguiry of
employces and officials at The Bank of Alton has disclosed

‘that no exact f£igure or breakdown of the bills incorxporated

in the loot money obtained is available since ‘the bank was
robbed near the end of the business day and the tellers had
no exact accounting of denominations taXen. It is-the
opinion of employecs that a large amount of $20 bills was
obtained and further that one teller specifically recalls
she had twenty-~onc $100 bills in her teller's cage.

Investigation continuing Springficld Division to

develop information concexrning information -furnished by
GAWRON. .
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4:06PM URGENT 5-28-48 DPK » ,

T0 DIRFCTOR (4;-18851), SPRINGFIELD, MEMPHIS (44-1987),
SEATTLE, PORTLAND, SAN FRANbJsco €173-65), SACRAMENTO,
BUTTE, SALT LAKE CITY, LAé\QEGAS,'PHORNIX, AuBU@HEQQnE5.
EL.PASD (157-186), AND SAN DIEGO (44-387)

FROM LOS ANGELFS €44-1574)

A

MURKIN ‘ o

RF. SAN DIEGO TEL MAY SIXTEEN LAST.
| ON MAY TWENTY F[IGHT INSTANT COVINA, CALIEORNIA, PD ADVISFD
RECOVERY OF SIXTY SEVEN PLYMOUTH, CALIFORNIA LICENSE, 1ITH ONF '

RO THO, WHICH CAR REPORTED STOLEN CHULA VISTA,'CALIFOANIA. ChAr
FECOVERED TODAY NINE HUNDRED BLOCK WRST SAN .BERNARDINO ROAD,

COVINAS CALIFORNIA,“ IN PARKING LOT OF MARKET BASKET SUPERMARKET
APPARENTLY ABANDONED FOR LAST SEVERAL DAYS. COVINA PP ADVISED

'ALLEN KRAUSE» ONE SIX SIX THREFE THREE EAST ARRON HIGHWAY, AZUcA,
CALIFORNIA, HAD MADR REPORT ABOVE CAR INVOLUFD IN ACCIDENT WITH

HIM ON MAY FIFTEEN LAST AND DRIVER HAD IDENTIFIED HIMSELF As

W L. DF LUCA AND HAD GIVEN CHECK TO REIMRURSE FOR DAMAGRS, WHIC

CHRCK was/éouwn TO HAVE AEFN STOLEN AT HUNTINGTON BFACH.
A | .
CALIFORNIA. : | W"‘S'Z; /[ T

END PAGE ONE N

f

MAY 2 81368

SPRINGFIELD
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PAGE Tw0

LA 44-1574

ALLFEN KRAUSE INTERVIEWED BY SPECIAL AGENT TODAY AND
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SHOWN PHOTOS OF JAMES EARL RAY. ADVISED DeIVER OF CAr HWASQ
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NOT IDENTICAL. WITH 'PHOTOS OF SUBJFCT.

.
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— ’

OFFICES PLACING STOPS PURSUANT TO REQUEST OF SAN BIEGO

] i

TEL SHOULD CANCEL. : : ‘.

2.0

-
\J" N
sl e

P

IT IS NOTED SAN DIEGO TEL.ALSO REQUESTED BUREAII ENTER

N
JRC R VIRE

_ CAR: IN NCIC.- SAN DIEGO SHOULD CANCEL NCIC IF FNTERED. B o
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7 FRI SPRNGFLD . ‘

FBI LOS ANG.

6:06PY URGENT 5-28-68 DPK ‘

T0 DIRFCTOR €44=18861)5 SPRINGFIELD, MEMPHIS (44-1987),
SEATTLE, PORTLAND, SAN FRANGISCO (173-65)» SACRAMENTO.
RUTTE, SALT LAKE CITY, LAS VEGAS, PHORNIX» ALBUQUFRQUF,
EL PASO (157-186)5 AND SAN DIEGO (44-387)

FROM LOS ANGELES (44-1574) o
MURKIN

RE WILLIAM A. MARSHALL.
RE. SAN DIEGO TEL MAY SIXTEEN LAST. .
ON MAY TWRNTY EIGHT INSTANT COVINA» GCALTFORNIA, PD ADVISED '
RECOVERY OF SIXTY SEVEN PLYMOUTH» CALIFORNIA LICENSE TW ONF
RO TW0, WHICH CAR REPORTED STOLEN CHULA VISTA» CALIFORNEA. CAR
RECOUERED' TODAY NINE HUNDRED BLOCK WEST SAN BERNARDINO ROAD,
COVINA» CALIFORNIA, IN PARKING LOT OF MARKéf;BAsKET'SUPERMARKET
APPARENTLY ABANDONED FOR LAST SFVFRAL DAYS. COVINA PD ADVISED
FLLRN KRAUSE» ONE SIX SIX THREE THREE FAST ARROW HIGHWAY»> AZUSA.
CALIFORNIA, HAD MADF REPORT ABOVE CAR INVOLVFD IN ACCIDENT WITH
HIM ON MAY FIFTEEN LAST AND DRIVER HAD IDENTIFIED HIMSFLF AS
M Lo DE LUCA AND HAD GIVEN CHECK T0 REIMRURSE FOR DAMAGESs WRICH.

CHFCK WAS FOUN,Der HAVE 'REFEN STOLEN AT HUNTINGTON BFACH,

CALIFORNIA. T Y s 5=

> SEARCHED e, I S

END PAGE ONF | . SeRiLzED_ /A2 P
' MAY 2 81968

__FBl--SPRINCFIELD
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PAGE TWO -

LA 44-1574

ALLEN KRAUSE INTFRVIFWED RY SPECIAL AGENT TODAY AND
SHOUN PHOTOS OF JAMES EARL RAY. ADVISED DIVFR OF CAR WAS
NOT IDENTICAL WITH PHOTOS OF SUBJFCT. '

OFFICES PLACING STOPS PURSUANT TO REQUFEST OF SAN DIFGO
TEL SHOULD CANCEL.

IT 1S NOTED SAN DIEGO TEL ALSO REQUESTED BURFAU FNTER
CAR IN NCIC. SAN DIFGO SHOULD CANCEL NCIC IF FNTERED.
D
BJK
FRI SPRNGFLD

TP ' p

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FDIS (Rev, $.22-54) .

Transmit the following in

FBli
Date: 5/29/68

(Type in picinteat or ¢ode)

t.—...,_.,-..-—————-——u-..-—-——..

AIRTEL AYR MAIL
(Priority)

70: DIRECTOR, FBI {(44-38861) 7]

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) - P -

SUBJECT: MURKIN
CR

(00: MEMPHIS)
Re St. Louis teletype 5/27/68.
On 5/28/68, BETTY COYLE (protect identity), Muna«er,

General Telephone Conpany, Equality, Xllinois, advised SA
JIMMIE C. WHITAKER that tclephone number 618-275-4478 was listed

to LEROY BAKER, R.R. #2, Equality, Illinois. She further advised

that this phonc has been in service since March of 1964,

Mr. LEROY BAKER, age 53, R.R. #2, Equality, Iliinois,
advised SA JIMMIE WHITAKER on May 28, 1968 that the nanc
VALTER ELSWCRTH NO/\ was unknown to hlm Mrs. BAKER advis
that this nane isf/unfaniliar -to her.

Mr. and Mrs. BAKER vicwed a phectograph of JAMES EARL
RAY and advised -that this individual is unknown to then,

The BAKER's telephone number was observed to be
275-4478, area code 618,

Mr. BAKER advised that all of his ncighbors have
telephones and that they are on a party line. He further
advised that no one has ever made a -telephone call from his

telephone other than members of h1< famlly to the best of
hxs knowledge. )

' Springfield dindices negative re BAKER.
3 - Burcau (44-38861)

2 - St. Louis (44-775 SEARCHED........... S

2.~ Meuaphis (44—’1987)) SERIALIZED... .. 227 ‘
{2)- Springficld (44-561)  INDEXED... 222

WR :zapb FILED ,m/-j

(o3
‘ -

Approved: X Sent M Per

e ST~ oo

Special ﬁgem in ChL{rgc
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

o



FD36 (Rev. $.32-54) . .

FBI
Cate: 5/29/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in pleintext ot code)

aunq-um———.—_—-.-_-_-—.-.

Vie . AIRTEL , AYR MAIL
{Priority) i
e e e et e e e e e e - ""’"“‘""‘_—""’ T e T o s e e o i S e e o oo
TQ: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) [

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) - P -

SUBJECT: MURKIN
CR

(00: MEMPHIXS)
Re St. Louis teletype 5/27/68.

On 5/28/68, BETTY COYLE (protect identity), Manager,
General Telephone Company, Equality, Illinois, advised SA
JIMMIE C, WHITAKER that telephone number 618-275-4478 was listeq!
to LEROY BAKER, R.R. #2, Equality, Illinois. She further advised
that this phone has been in service since March of 1964,

Mr. LEROY BAKER, age 53, R.R. #2, Equality, Illinois,
advised SA JIMMIE C., WHYTAKER on May 28, 1968, that the nane
WALTER ELSWORTH NOLAN was unknown to him, Mrs. BAKER advised
that this name is unfamiliar to her. :

Mr. and Mrs. BAKER vicwed a photograph of JAMES EARL
RAY and advised that this individual is unknown to then.

The BAKER's telephone nunber was observed to be
275-4478, area code 618.

Mr, BAKER advised that all of his neighbors have
telephones and ‘that they are on a party line. He further
advised that no one has ever made a telephone ‘call from his
telephone other ‘than members of his family, to the best of
his knowledge. '

Springfield indices negative re BAKER.

3 - Burean (44-38861) - scrf oo
2 - St. Louis (44-775) - SEARCHED

- Meaphis (44-1987) " SERJAUIZED.... 2t

~ Springfield (44-561) INDEXED, -
.VR:mpb/ ) flLED-. R
OFY]), e

] K)
Approved: Sent e o M Dex

Specis! Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176





