
f
FD-34(Rev. 5-22-64)

I
I

FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in I
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via I
(Priority)

PAGE TWO

OF ABOVE LISTED SUSPECTS AND WHO MIGHT BE WILLING TO TALK.

INFORMATION FURNISHED BY INFORMANT BEING FOLLOWED

CLOSELY AND PERSONS NAMED WILL BE LOCATED AND INTERVIEWED.

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, AND ST. LOUIS. P.

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge

FD-36(Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI
Date:

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via
(Priority)

PAGE TWO

OF ABOVE LISTED SUSPECTS AND WHO MIGHT BE WILLING TO TALK.

INFORMATION FURNISHED BY INFORMANT BEING FOLLOWED

CLOSELY AND PERSONS NAMED WILL BE LOCATED AND INTERVIEWED.

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, AND ST. LOUIS. P.

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI WASH DC

250

PM URGENT S-1-68 DJM

ID: DIRECTORY FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD A4-561) (P1)

MURKIN.

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU JULY THIRTYONE LAST.

ROBERT L. STANTON INTERVIEWED MADISON COUNTY JAIL,

EDWARDSVILLE, ILLINOIS; DENIES COMPLICITY IN BANK ROBBERY

AT THE BANK OF ALTON.

STANTON' MEETS PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION UNSUB NUMBER ONE

IN ABOVE BANK ROBBERYS HAS HISTORY OF USING AUTOMATIC PISTOL

SIMILAR TO THAT USED BY UNSUB NUMBER ONE AND EMPLOYED PART

TIME FOR CAB COMPANY WHICH HAS STAND DIRECTLY ACROSS STREET

FROM BANK.

STANTON REPORTED INVESTED HEAVILY IN NEW CABS SHORTLY

AFTER BANK ROBBERY.

ALL OF ABOVE BEING FOLLOWED CLOSELY TO VERIFY AND STANTON

WILL BE INTERVIEWED.

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS. P.

E~XJ

FBI WASH DC SEARCHED

SERIALIZED.....
INDEXED....... ......
FILED ............. ......

FBI WASH DC

250

PM URGENT 8-1-68 DJM

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (P1)

MURKIN.

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU JULY THIRTYONE LAST.

ROBERT L. STANTON INTERVIEWED MADISON COUNTY JAIL,

EDWARDSVILLE ILLINOIS; DENIES COMPLICITY IN BANK ROBBERY

AT THE BANK OF ALTON.

STANTON' MEETS PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION UNSUB NUMBER ONE

IN ABOVE BANK ROBBERY; HAS HISTORY OF USING AUTOMATIC PISTOL

SIMILAR TO THAT USED BY UNSUB NUMBER ONE AND EMPLOYED PART

TIME FOR CAB COMPANY WHICH HAS STAND DIRECTLY ACROSS STREET

FROM BANK.

STANTON REPORTED INVESTED HEAVILY IN NEW CABS SHORTLY

AFTER BANK ROBBERY.

ALL OF ABOVE BEING FOLLOWED CLOSELY TO VERIFY AND STANTON

WILL BE INTERVIEWED.

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS. P.

END.

EXJ

FBI WASH DC
SEARCHED

SERIALIZED Dog
INDEXED

FILED Dro

44-561-944
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



*g 0
FBI WASH DC

500

PM URGENT 8-2-68 DJM

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) Q2PP)

MURKIN.

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST ONE,

LAST.

SI SIXTEEN FOUR EEN 'aii GAie-Ib TODA~Y ii-;. HAS

DEVELOPED INFORMATIONA THAT ON THE MORNING OF ROBBERY THE

BANK OF ALTON HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON, DELMER GRINDSTAFF,

AND JOHN MC CLINTOCK WERE IN STOLEN NINETEEN FIFTY-THREE

BUICK WHITE OVER BLUE DOOR THAT COVINGTON WAS WEARING

DARK BLUE WINDBREAKER, JACKET, AND GLOVES, GRINDSTAFF WAS

WEARING LIGHT BLUE AIR FORCE TYPE COVERALLS. CLOTHING

DESCRIBED BY INFORMANT POSSIBLY IDENTICAL TO THAT UTILIZED

TO UNSUBS INSTANT BR. INFORMANT.FOLLOWING INFORMATION

CLOSELY TO DETERMINE ACTIVITIES OF COVINGTON, _GRINDSTAFF,

AND MC CLINTOCK DURING DAY OF ROBBERY AND UNTIL COVINGTON

AND MC CLINTOCK LEFT ALTON FOR CALIFORNIA SHORTLY AFTER BR*

INFORMANT FURNISHED NAMES OF BILL DIXON AND GEORGE GOFF

AS PERSONS WHO POSSIBLY HAVE INFORMATION CONCERNING ACTIVITIES

END PAGE 1 `!/r2

FBI WASH DC

500

PM URGENT 8-2-68 DJM

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861 )

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (2PP)

MURKIN.

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST ONE,

LAST.

SI SIXTEEN FOURTEEN DASH C ADVISED TODAY HE HAS

DEVELOPED INFORMATIONA THAT ON THE MORNING OF ROBBERY THE

BANK OF ALTON HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON, DELMER GRINDSTAFF,

AND JOHN MC CLINTOCK WERE IN STOLEN NINETEEN FIFTY-THREE

BUICK WHITE OVER BLUE DOOR: THAT COVINGTON WAS WEARING

DARK BLUE WINDBREAKER, JACKET, AND GLOVES, GRINDSTAFF WAS

WEARING LIGHT BLUE AIR FORCE TYPE COVERALLS. CLOTHING

DESCRIBED BY INFORMANT POSSIBLY IDENTICAL TO THAT UTILIZED

TO UNSUBS INSTANT BR. INFORMANT FOLLOWING INFORMATION

CLOSELY TO DETERMINE ACTIVITIES OF COVINGTON, GRINDSTAFF,

AND MC CLINTOCK DURING DAY OF ROBBERY AND UNTIL COVINGTON

AND MC CLINTOCK LEFT ALTON FOR CALIFORNIA SHORTLY AFTER BR.

INFORMANT FURNISHED NAMES OF BILL DIXON AND GEORGE GOFF

AS PERSONS WHO POSSIBLY HAVE INFORMATION CONCERNING ACTIVITIES
SEARCHED

END PAGE 1 SERIALIZED One
INDEXED

FILED Ding

44-561-745
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO

OF ABOVE LISTED SUSPECTS AND WHO MIGHT BE WILLING TO TALK.

INFORMATION FURNISHED BY INFORMANT BEING FOLLOWED

CLOSELY AND PERSONS NAMED WILL BE LOCATED AND INTERVIEWED.

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS. P.

END.

00R PAGE 1 LINE 5 OF 2ND. PARS. SHOULD READ TWO-DOOR

END,

JrM

FBI WASH DC

P

PAGE TWO

OF ABOVE LISTED SUSPECTS AND WHO MIGHT BE WILLING TO TALK.

INFORMATION FURNISHED BY INFORMANT BEING FOLLOWED

CLOSELY AND PERSONS NAMED WILL BE LOCATED AND INTERVIEWED.

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST LOUIS. P.

END.

COR PAGE 1 LINE 5 OF 2ND. PARS. SHOULD READ TWO-DOOR

END,

JTM

FBI WASH DC

P

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F BI

Date: 8/5/68
I

Transmit the following in PLA INTEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

--------------------------------------------------------- 1---- ---------

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (1 P)

MURKIN.

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST TWO, LAST.

BACKGROUND DATA BEING DEVELOPED ON ALL NEW SUSPECTS

UNCOVERED DURING INTENSIVE INVESTIGATION OVER PAST SEVERAL

WEEKS. ON COMPLETION BACKGROUND DATA, ALL WILL BE INTENSIVELY

INTERVIEWED AND ALIBIES CHECKED OUT.

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, AND ST. LOUIS. P.

1 Springfield (44-561) 1 - Chicago (44-1114)(AM)
CH:skr 1 - Memphis (44-1987)(AM)

(1) 1 - St. Louis (44-775).(4t

Approved: Sent M Per /C
Special Agent in Charge

FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI
Date: 8/5/68

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (1 P)

MURKIN.

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST TWO, LAST.

BACKGROUND DATA BEING DEVELOPED ON ALL NEW SUSPECTS

UNCOVERED DURING INTENSIVE INVESTIGATION OVER PAST SEVERAL

WEEKS. ON COMPLETION BACKGROUND DATA, ALL WILL BE INTENSIVELY

INTERVIEWED AND ALIBIES CHECKED OUT.

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, AND ST. LOUIS. P.

1 - Springfield (44-561) 1 - Chicago (44-1114) (AM)
RCH:skr 1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM)
(1)star 1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM)LED

SERIALIZED and
INDEXED
FILER)

1C Day
Approved: Sent 3:29P M Per Day

Special Agent in Charge

44-361-746
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI WASH DC

FBI SPRNGFLD

329PM URGENT 8-5-68 DMJ

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN.

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST TWOs LAST.

BACKGROUND DATA BEING DEVELOPED ON ALL NEW SUSPECTS

UNCOVERED DURING INTENSIVE INVESTIGATION OVER PAST SEVERAL

WEEKS. ON COMPLETION BACKGROUND DATA, ALL WILL BE INTENSIVELY

INTERVIEWED AND ALIBIES CHECKED OUT.

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, AND ST. LOUIS. P.

END

SLB

EBI WASH DC

F................. ............ " . ...

FBI WASH DC

FBI SPRNGFLD

329PM URGENT 8-5-68 DMJ

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN.

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST TWO, LAST.

BACKGROUND DATA BEING DEVELOPED ON ALL NEW SUSPECTS

UNCOVERED DURING INTENSIVE INVESTIGATION OVER PAST SEVERAL

WEEKS. ON COMPLETION BACKGROUND DATA, ALL WILL BE INTENSIVELY

INTERVIEWED AND ALIBIES CHECKED OUT.

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, AND ST. LOUIS. P.

END

SLB

EBI WASH DC

SEARCHED Drs
SERIALIZED

INDEXED DM
FILED

44-561-746
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



I
FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) I

I
I

I
F BI I

Date: 8-6-68 I
I

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority) I

----------------------------------------------------------- L-------

To: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (P 1)

MURKIN.

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU AUGUST FIVE LAST.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON NEWLY DEVELOPED SUSPECTS

CONTINUING.

PHYLLIS GRINDSTAFF, WIFE OF DELMAR GRINDSTAFF, ADVISED

HER HUSBAND LEFT FOR CIVILIAN EMPLOYMENT IN VIET NAM AUGUST

ONE LAST. STATES HE IS CLOSE ASSOCIATE OF JOHN MC CLINTOCK

AND CLOSELY PARALLELS DESCRIPTION OF NUMBER ONE ROBBER AT

BANK OF ALTON. STATES, HOWEVER, HE NEVER MENTIONED TAKING

PART IN ANY BR NOR DID HE HAVE LARGE AMOUNTS OF CASW. STATES

HE FREELY TALKED ABOUT BURGLARY ACTIVITIES.

MARION ANN FOSSEN AND HOWARD SHELTON, ILLINOIS STATE

PAROLE OFFICERS REPORT NO POSITIVE RESULTS OF CONTACTS WITH

PAROLEES AND PROBATIONERS. WILL REPORT FURTHER CONTACTS

WHICH MAY DEVELOP.

MAIL COPIES CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS. P.

( - Springfield (44-561)
1 - Chicago (44-1114) (AM)
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM)
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM) .D"X"D
RCH : ras - ......

Approved: I(" Sent ' M Per
Special Agent in Charge

FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 8-6-68

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (P 1)

MURKIN.

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU AUGUST FIVE LAST.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON NEWLY DEVELOPED SUSPECTS

CONTINUING.

PHYLLIS GRINDSTAFF, WIFE OF DELMAR GRINDSTAFF, ADVISED

HER HUSBAND LEFT FOR CIVILIAN EMPLOYMENT IN VIET NAM AUGUST

ONE LAST. STATES HE IS CLOSE ASSOCIATE OF JOHN MC CLINTOCK

AND CLOSELY PARALLELS DESCRIPTION OF NUMBER ONE ROBBER AT

BANK OF ALTON. STATES, HOWEVER, HE NEVER MENTIONED TAKING

PART IN ANY BR NOR DID HE HAVE LARGE AMOUNTS OF CASH STATES

HE FREELY TALKED ABOUT BURGLARY ACTIVITIES.

MARION ANN FOSSEN AND HOWARD SHELTON, ILLINOIS STATE

PAROLE OFFICERS REPORT NO POSITIVE RESULTS OF CONTACTS WITH

PAROLEES AND PROBATIONERS. WILL REPORT FURTHER CONTACTS

WHICH MAY DEVELOP.

MAIL COPIES CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS. P.

1 - Springfield (44-561) SEARCHED
1 - Chicago (44-1114) (AM)
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM) SERIALIZED One
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM) INDEXED

RCH:ras DID One
(4) ras

Approved: Tc Sent 3.12 P M Per02m
Special Agent in Charge 44-361-747

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



e

FBI WASH DC

3a2

PM URGENT 8-6-68 DJM

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SACs SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (P.1)

MURKIN.

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU AUGUST FIVE LAST.

BACKGROUND INFORMATIONA ON NEWLY DEVELOPED SUSPECTS

CONTINUING.

PHYLLIS GRINDSTAFF, WIFE OF DELMAR GRINDSTAFF, ADVISED

HER HUSBAND LEFT FOR CIVILIAN EMPLOYMENT IN VIET NAM AUGUST

ONE LAST. STATES HE IS CLOSE ASSOCIATE OF JOHN MC CLINTOCK

AND CLOSELY PARALLELS DESCRIPTION OF NUMBER ONE ROBBER AT

BANK OF ALTON. STATES, HQWEVERs HE NEVER MENTIONED TAKING

PART IN ANY BR NOR DID HE HAVE LARGE AMOUNTS-OF CASH. STATES

HE FREELY TALKED ABOUT BURGLARY ACTIVITIES.

MARION ANN FOSSEN AND HOWARD SHELTON, ILLINOIS STATE

PAROLE 'OFFICERS REPORT NO POSITIVE RESULTS OF CONTACTS WITH

PAROLEES AND PROBATIONERS* WILL REPORT FURTHER CONTACTS

WICH MAY DEVELOP.

MAIL COPIES CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS. P*

END

SEARCHED._..
ECJ ~SERIALIZED,.,

FBI WASH DC INDEXED.
FILP ...

P

FBI WASH DC

342

PM URGENT 8-6-68 DJM

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861))

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (P.1)

MURKIN.

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU AUGUST FIVE LAST.

BACKGROUND INFORMATIONA ON NEWLY DEVELOPED SUSPECTS

CONTINUING.

PHYLLIS GRINDSTAFF, WIFE OF DELMAR GRINDSTAFF, ADVISED

HER HUSBAND LEFT FOR CIVILIAN EMPLOYMENT IN VIET NAM AUGUST

ONE LAST. STATES HE IS CLOSE ASSOCIATE OF JOHN MC CLINTOCK

AND CLOSELY PARALLELS DESCRIPTION OF NUMBER ONE ROBBER AT

BANK OF ALTON. STATES, HOWEVER, HE NEVER MENTIONED TAKING

PART IN ANY BR NOR DID HE HAVE LARGE AMOUNTS OF CASH. STATES

HE FREELY TALKED ABOUT BURGLARY ACTIVITIES.

MARION ANN FOSSEN AND HOWARD SHELTON, ILLINOIS STATE

PAROLE OFFICERS REPORT NO POSITIVE RESULTS OF CONTACTS WITH

PAROLEES AND PROBATIONERS. WILL REPORT FURTHER CONTACTS

WHICH MAY DEVELOP.

MAIL COPIES CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS. P.

END.

SEARCHEDEXJ
SERIALIZED One

FBI WASH DC INDEXED

FILED One
P

44-561-947
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

I

F BI

Date: 8/7/68

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)

I

Via TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

----------------------------------------------------------------------

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (2 PP)

MURKIN.

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST SIX,

LAST.

SI SIXTEEN FOURTEEN DASH C ADVISED TODAY HE DEVELOPED

INFORMATION CONCERNING PERPETRATION OF BANK ROBBERY, THE

BANK OF ALTON, JULY THIRTEEN, NINETEEN SIXTY-SEVEN, THE

RELIABILITY OF WHICH HE HAS BEEN UNABLE TO DETERMINE AT

THIS TIME. INFORMATION INDICATES PERSONS ENTERING BANK WERE

HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON AND DELMAR GRINDSTAFF; THAT JOHN

MC CLINTOCK WAS WHEEL MAN DRIVING STOLEN NINETEEN FIFTY

THREE BUICK; THAT UNSUBS ESCAPED THROUGH TEN FOOT HEDGE

AT REAR OF BANK AND MET MC CLINTOCK ON BROWN STREET AFTER

WHICH THEY ESCAPED VIA LITTLE USED ROADS TO VICINITY OF

FOURTH AND BROADWAY, SWITCHING TO NINETEEN FIFTY-SEVEN

PLYMOUTH. SUBJECTS LATER THAT NIGHT DISPOSED OF BUICK IN

- Springfield (44-561)
1 - Chicago (44-1114)(AM)
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM) F.
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM)
RCH :skr IN_____ _ _____

Approved: Sent </4 M Per _2

Special Agent in Charge

FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 8/7/68

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (2 PP)

MURKIN.

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST SIX,

LAST.

SI SIXTEEN FOURTEEN DASH C ADVISED TODAY HE DEVELOPED

INFORMATION CONCERNING PERPETRATION OF BANK ROBBERY, THE

BANK OF ALTON, JULY THIRTEEN, NINETEEN SIXTY-SEVEN, THE

RELIABILITY OF WHICH HE HAS BEEN UNABLE TO DETERMINE AT

THIS TIME. INFORMATION INDICATES PERSONS ENTERING BANK WERE

HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON AND DELMAR GRINDSTAFF; THAT JOHN

MC CLINTOCK WAS WHEEL MAN DRIVING STOLEN NINETEEN FIFTY-

THREE BUICK; THAT UNSUBS ESCAPED THROUGH TEN FOOT HEDGE

AT REAR OF BANK AND MET MC CLINTOCK ON BROWN STREET AFTER

WHICH THEY ESCAPED VIA LITTLE USED ROADS TO VICINITY OF

FOURTH AND BROADWAY, SWITCHING TO NINETEEN FIFTY-SEVEN

PLYMOUTH. SUBJECTS LATER THAT NIGHT DISPOSED OF BUICK IN

(I - Springfield (44-561)
1 - Chicago (44-1114) (AM) SUARENED
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM)
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM) SERIALIZED One

INDEKED

AND Dry
Approved: Tc Sent 445 M Per I m

Special Agent in Charge

44-561-748
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

I

FBI I

Date:
I

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via
(Priority)

----------------------------------------------------------- 1----------

PAGE TWO

STONE QUARRY, WEST ALTON, MISSOURI.

INFORMANT INDICATES BANK LOOT SPLIT FIVE WAYS BETWEEN

ABOVE THREE SUBJECTS AND ROGER ALLEN, TAVERN OWNER, AND

LEON KOHLER, SUSPECTED FENCE.

INFORMANT CONTINUING EFFORTS TO VERIFY COMPLICITY

OF ABOVE LISTED SUBJECTS AND DETERMINE PERSONS WHO CAN

VERIFY.

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS. P.

Approved: Sent _ -M Per
Special Agent in Charge

FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI
Date:

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via
(Priority)

PAGE TWO

STONE QUARRY, WEST ALTON, MISSOURI.

INFORMANT INDICATES BANK LOOT SPLIT FIVE WAYS BETWEEN

ABOVE THREE SUBJECTS AND ROGER ALLEN, TAVERN OWNER, AND

LEON KOHLER, SUSPECTED FENCE.

INFORMANT CONTINUING EFFORTS TO VERIFY COMPLICITY

OF ABOVE LISTED SUBJECTS AND DETERMINE PERSONS WHO CAN

VERIFY.

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS. P.

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



1e

'FBI WASH DC

445

PM URGENT 8-7-68 DJM

TO: DIRECTOR,FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SACS SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MMURKIN,

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST SIX,

LAST.

SI SIXTEEN FOURTEEN DASH C ADVISED TODAY HE DEVELOPED

INFORMATION CONCERNING PERPETRATION OF BANK ROBBERY, THE

BANK OF ALTON, JULY THIRTEEN, NINETEEN SIXTY-SEVENS THE

RELIABILITY OF WHICH HE HAS BEEN UNABLE TO DETERMINE AT

THIS TIME. INFORMATION INDICATES PERSONS ENTERING BANK WERE

HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON AND DELMAR GRINDSTAFF; THAT JOHN

MC CLINTOCK WAS WHEEL MAN DRIVING STOLEN NINETEEN FIFTY

THREE BUICK;THAT UN'SUBS ESCAPED THROUGH TEN FOOT HEDGE

AT REAR OF BANK AND MET MC CLINTOCK ON BROWN STREET AFTER

WHICH THEY ESCAPED VIA LITTLE USED ROADS TO VICINITY OF

FOURTH AND BROADWAY, SWITCHING TO NINETEEN FIFTY-SEVEN

PLYMOUTH. SUBJECTS LATER THAT NIGHT DISPOSED OF BUICK IN

END PAGE ONE >> . ._

FILED--.......

FBI WASH DC

445

PM URGENT 8-7-68 DJM

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MMURKIN,

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST SIX,

LAST.

SI SIXTEEN FOURTEEN DASH C ADVISED TODAY HE DEVELOPED

INFORMATION CONCERNING PERPETRATION OF BANK ROBBERY, THE

BANK OF ALTON, JULY THIRTEEN, NINETEEN SIXTY-SEVEN, THE

RELIABILITY OF WHICH HE HAS BEEN UNABLE TO DETERMINE AT

THIS TIME. INFORMATION INDICATES PERSONS ENTERING BANK WERE

HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON AND DELMAR GRINDSTAFF; THAT JOHN

MC CLINTOCK WAS WHEEL MAN DRIVING STOLEN NINETEEN FIFTY-

THREE BUICK;THAT UNSUBS ESCAPED THROUGH TEN FOOT HEDGE

AT REAR OF BANK AND MET MC CLINTOCK ON BROWN STREET AFTER

WHICH THEY ESCAPED VIA LITTLE USED ROADS TO VICINITY OF

FOURTH AND BROADWAY, SWITCHING TO NINETEEN FIFTY-SEVEN

PLYMOUTH. SUBJECTS LATER THAT NIGHT DISPOSED OF BUICK IN
44-561- 748

END PAGE ONE SEARCHED

SERIALIZED Dong
INDEXED

FILED Day
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO

STONE QUARRY, WEST ALTON, MISSOURI.

INFORMANT INDICATES BANK LOOT SPLIT FIVE WAYS BETWEEN

ABOVE THREE SUBJECTS AND ROGER ALLEN, TAVERN OWNER,AND

LEON KOHLER, SUSPECTED FENCE.

INFORMANT CONTINUING EFFORTS TO VERIFY CONPLICITY

OF ABOVE LISTED SUBJECTS AND DETERMINE PERSONS WHO CAN

VERIFY.

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS.

END.

GMA

FBI WASH DC

X

PAGE TWO

STONE QUARRY, WEST ALTON, MISSOURI.

INFORMANT INDICATES BANK LOOT SPLIT FIVE WAYS BETWEEN

ABOVE THREE SUBJECTS AND ROGER ALLEN, TAVERN OWNER, AND

LEON KOHLER, SUSPECTED FENCE.

INFORMANT CONTINUING EFFORTS TO VERIFY CONPLICITY

OF ABOVE LISTED SUBJECTS AND DETERMINE PERSONS WHO CAN

VERIFY.

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS.

END.

GMA

FBI WASH DC

X

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

I
1

F BI
I

Date: 8/8/68 I

Transmit the following in I
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

- - - - - - - - ---------------------------------------

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) - P

MURKIN

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST SEVEN LAST.

SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR - C ADVISED TODAY HE HAS BEEN UNABLE

TO FURTHER VERIFY INFORMATION SET FORTH IN REFERENCED TEL.

HOWEVER, HE IS CONTINUING EFFORTS TO IDENTIFY PERSONS WHO COULD

ASSIST IN VERIFICATION.

ROBERT L. STANTON REITERATED DENIAL HE WAS INVOLVED IN

ROBBERY AT BANK OF ALTON, HOWEVER, HE STATED HE HAS SOME INFOR

MATION, WHICH HE FEELS MIGHT BE OF ASSISTANCE. HE STATES HE

HAS TO "THINK IT OVER" BEFORE DIVULGING INFORMATION. STANTON

WILL BE RECONTACTED AT AN EARLY DATE TO ELICIT* FURTHER INFOR

MATION FROM HIM.

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS.

- Springfield (44-561)
1 - Chicago (44-1114) (AM)
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM)
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM)
RCH/tl

Approved: Sent M Per
Speci gent in Charge

FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 8/8/68
Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) - P -
MURKIN

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST SEVEN LAST.

SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR - C ADVISED TODAY HE HAS BEEN UNABLE

TO FURTHER VERIFY INFORMATION SET FORTH IN REFERENCED TEL.

HOWEVER, HE IS CONTINUING EFFORTS TO IDENTIFY PERSONS WHO COULD

ASSIST IN VERIFICATION.

ROBERT L. STANTON REITERATED DENIAL HE WAS INVOLVED IN

ROBBERY AT BANK OF ALTON, HOWEVER, HE STATED HE HAS SOME INFOR-

MATION, WHICH HE FEELS MIGHT BE OF ASSISTANCE. HE STATES HE

HAS TO "THINK IT OVER" BEFORE DIVULGING INFORMATION. STANTON

WILL BE RECONTACTED AT AN EARLY DATE TO ELICITI FURTHER INFOR-

MATION FROM HIM.

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS.

- Springfield (44-561)
1 - Chicago (44-1114) (AM)
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM)
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM)
RCH/tlpIt SWARCHED Ing

SERVALIZED

INDERED are
CILLIN

Approved: Tc Sent 4:46PM Per Any
Special Agent in Charge

44-561-949
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



e
FBI WASH DC

FBI SPRNGFLD

446PM URGENT 8-8-68 DMJ

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN.

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST SEVEN LAST.

SI ONE SIX ONE F-R - C ADVISED TODAY HE HAS BEEN UNABLE

TO FURTHER VERIFY INFORMATION SET FL-TH IN REFERENCED TEL.

HOWEVER, HE IS CONTINUING EFFORTS TO IDENTIFY PERSONS WHO COULD

ASSIST IN VERIFICATION.

ROBERT L. STANTON REITERATED DENIAL HE WAS INVOLVED IN

ROBBERY AT BANK OF ALTON, HOWEVER, HE STATED HE HAS SOME INFOR

MATION, WHICH HE FEELS MIGHT BE OF ASSISTANCE. HE STATES HE

HAS TO "THINK IT OVER" BEFORE DIVULGING INFORMATION. STANTON

WILL BE RECONTACTED AT AN EARLY DATE TO ELICIT FURTHER INFOR

MATION FROM HIM.

MAIL COPEIS TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. L-IS.

END

CORR: PARA 2 LINE 1 SHD BE FOUR-C; LINE 2 SHD BE SET FORTH IN

LAST LINE SHD READ AND ST. LOUIS.

TU

JTM SEIAUZED_

INDEXED---------.
FBI WASH DC FILED..................

FBI WASH DC

FBI SPRNGFLD

446PM URGENT 8-8-68 DMJ

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN.

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST SEVEN LAST.

SI ONE SIX ONE FOR - C ADVISED TODAY HE HAS BEEN UNABLE

TO FURTHER VERIFY INFORMATION SET FL-TH IN REFERENCED TEL.

HOWEVER, HE IS CONTINUING EFFORTS TO IDENTIFY PERSONS WHO COULD

ASSIST IN VERIFICATION.

ROBERT L. STANTON REITERATED DENIAL HE WAS INVOLVED IN

ROBBERY AT BANK OF ALTON, HOWEVER, HE STATED HE HAS SOME INFOR-

MATION, WHICH HE FEELS MIGHT BE OF ASSISTANCE. HE STATES HE

HAS TO "THINK IT OVER" BEFORE DIVULGING INFORMATION. STANTON

WILL BE RECONTACTED AT AN EARLY DATE TO ELICIT FURTHER INFOR

MATION FROM HIM.

MAIL COPEIS TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. L-IS.

END

CORR: PARA 2 LINE 1 SHD BE FOUR-C; LINE 2 SHD BE SET FORTH IN

LAST LINE SHD READ AND ST. LOUIS.

TU
SEARCHED

SERIALIZED InnoJTM
INDEXED

FBI WASH DC FILED along

44-561-749
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



I
FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI ,I, r
Date: 8L9/68 II.

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE ROE I
Via __ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _

(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR; FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST EIGHT,

LAST.

SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR - C ADVISED HE IS ATTEMPTING TO

CONTACT THREE PERSONS WHO ARE BELIEVED ABLE TO PLACE HAROLD

RICHARD COVINGTON, DELMAR GRINDSTAFF, AND JOHN MC CLINTOCK IN

STOLEN FIFTYTHREE BUICK AND LATER IN FIFTYSEVEN PLYMOUTH ON

DAY OF BR, THE BANK OF ALTON; FURTHER THEY CAN TESTIFY COVINGTON

WEARING DARK BLUE WINDBREAKER AND GRINDSTAFF WEARING LIGHT BLUE

COVERALLS.

PHYLIS GRINDSTAFF, WIFE OF DELMAR, STATES SHE CANNOT

RECAILJCOVERALLS, NOR CAN SHE RECALL DELMAR'S ACTIVITIES ON DAY

OF BR.

COPIES MAILED TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, AND ST. LOUIS.. P.

( espringfield (44-561)
Memphis (44-1114) SEARCHED.

1-Chicago (44-1987) SERIALIZED
1-St. Louis (44-775)
RCH/mab /1y (,Q- INDEXED.

( )FILED:
:..:

(4)

Approved: Sent I I2LOM Per
Speci 1 g nt in Charge

FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI 8-11-18
Date: 8/9/68

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE URGENT DEFERREDVia
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR; FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST EIGHT,

LAST.

SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR - C ADVISED HE IS ATTEMPTING TO

CONTACT THREE PERSONS WHO ARE BELIEVED ABLE TO PLACE HAROLD

RICHARD COVINGTON, DELMAR GRINDSTAFF, AND JOHN MC CLINTOCK IN

STOLEN FIFTYTHREE BUICK AND LATER IN FIFTYSEVEN PLYMOUTH ON

DAY OF BR, THE BANK OF ALTON; FURTHER THEY CAN TESTIFY COVINGTON

WEARING DARK BLUE WINDBREAKER AND GRINDSTAFF WEARING LIGHT BLUE

COVERALLS.

PHYLIS GRINDSTAFF, WIFE OF DELMAR, STATES SHE CANNOT

RECAIL.COVERALLS, NOR CAN SHE RECALL DELMAR'S ACTIVITIES ON DAY

OF BR.

COPIES MAILED TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, AND ST. LOUIS. P.

1) Springfield (44-561)I-Memphis (44-1114) SEARCHED
1-Chicago (44-1987)
1-St. Louis (44-775)

SERIALIZED 102477
INDEXED

RCH/mab mab
(4) FILED Dam

44-561-1750
HAMES Ro

Approved: Sent WA 4:21 pm PerDJK
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI WASH DC

FBI SPRNGFLD

421PM DEFERRED 8/10/68 DJK

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861)

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST EIGHT,

LAST.

SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR-C ADVISED HE IS ATTEMPTING TO

CONTACT THREE PERSONS WHO ARE BELIEVED ABLE TO PLACE HAROLD

RICHRARD CONVINGTON, DELMAR GRINDSTAFF, AND JOHN MC CLINTOCK IN

STOLEN FIFTYTHREE.BUICK AND LATER IN FIFTYSEVEN PLYMOUTH ON

DAY OF BR, THE BANK'OF ALTON; FURTHER THEY CAN TESTIFY CONVINGTON

WEARING DARK BLUE WINDBREAKER AND GRINDSTAFF WEARING LIGHT BLUE

COVERALLS.

PHYLIS GRINDSTAFF, WIFE OF DELMAR, STATES SHE CANNOT

RECALL COVERALLS, NOR CAN SHE RECALL DELMAR'S ACTIVITIES ON DAY

OF BR.

COPIES MAILED TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, AND ST. LOUIS, 0.

END

EXJ

FBI WASH DC

5E . ri0 .......-

FBI WASH DC

FBI SPRNGFLD

421PM DEFERRED 8/10/68 DJK

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861)

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST EIGHT,

LAST.

SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR-C ADVISED HE IS ATTEMPTING TO

CONTACT THREE PERSONS WHO ARE BELIEVED ABLE TO PLACE HAROLD

RICHRARD CONVINGTON, DELMAR GRINDSTAFF, AND JOHN MC CLINTOCK IN

STOLEN FIFTYTHREE BUICK AND LATER IN FIFTYSEVEN PLYMOUTH ON

DAY OF BR, THE BANK OF ALTON; FURTHER THEY CAN TESTIFY CONVINGTON

WEARING DARK BLUE WINDBREAKER AND GRINDSTAFF WEARING LIGHT BLUE

COVERALLS.

PHYLIS GRINDSTAFF, WIFE OF DELMAR, STATES SHE CANNOT

RECALL COVERALLS, NOR CAN SHE RECALL DELMAR'S ACTIVITIES ON DAY

OF BR.

COPIES MAILED TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, AND ST. LOUIS, 0.

END

EXJ

FBI WASH DC

SEARCHED

SERIALIZED DOM
INDEXED:

FILED DPM
44-501-150

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

I

IF BI

Date: 8/12/68
I

PLAINTEXTI
Transmit the following in P

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via TELETYPE URGENT I
(Priority) I

----------------------------------------------------------- a-- -

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (2 PP)

MURKIN.

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR DATED AUGUST ,E

LAST.

ROBERT RIZZI, DEPUTY, MADISON COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE,

EDWARDSVILLE, ILLINOIS, ADVISED AUGUST TWELVE, INSTANT,

DELMAR GRINDSTAFF, BELIEVED ARRESTED BY THAT DEPARTMENT

FOR POSSESSION OF SAWED OFF SHOTGUN IN COLLINSVILLE,

ILLINOIS. HE ADVISED THAT HE BELIEVED GRINDSTAFF ARRESTED

IN THE COMPANY OF JOHN MC CLINTOCK. RIZZI ADVISED HE WOULD

OBTAIN ALL THE INFORMATION HIS OFFICE HAS ON GRINDSTAFF

AND FURNISH IT TO THE FBI. RIZZI FURTHER ADVISED THAT

WILLIE LEE HAS AN APPOINTMENT WITH THE PUBLIC DEFENDER,

ROBERT TRONE, MADISON COUNTY COURT HOUSE, ON THE MORNING

OF AUGUST SIXTEEN, NEXT, EXACT TIME UNKNOWN.

SPRINGFIELD WILL ATTEMPT TO INTERV EW WILLIE LEE AT

- Springfield (44-561
1 - St. Louis (44-775) AM)
1 - Memphis (44-1987)(
1 - Chicago (44-1114)(AM)
FEC:skr I

Approved: Sent M Per
Special A e in C arge --

FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI
Date: 8/12/68

PLAINTEXT
Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (2 PP)

MURKIN.

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR DATED AUGUST NINE,TEN-

LAST.

ROBERT RIZZI, DEPUTY, MADISON COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE,

EDWARDSVILLE, ILLINOIS, ADVISED AUGUST TWELVE, INSTANT,

DELMAR GRINDSTAFF, BELIEVED ARRESTED BY THAT DEPARTMENT

FOR POSSESSION OF SAWED OFF SHOTGUN IN COLLINSVILLE,

ILLINOIS. HE ADVISED THAT HE BELIEVED GRINDSTAFF ARRESTED

IN THE COMPANY OF JOHN MC CLINTOCK. RIZZI ADVISED HE WOULD

OBTAIN ALL THE INFORMATION HIS OFFICE HAS ON GRINDSTAFF

AND FURNISH IT TO THE FBI. RIZZI FURTHER ADVISED THAT

WILLIE LEE HAS AN APPOINTMENT WITH THE PUBLIC DEFENDER,

ROBERT TRONE, MADISON COUNTY COURT HOUSE, ON THE MORNING

OF AUGUST SIXTEEN, NEXT, EXACT TIME UNKNOWN.

SPRINGFIELD WILL ATTEMPT TO INTERVIEW WILLIE LEE AT

1 - Springfield (44-561)
1 - St. Louis (44-775)
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM)
1 - Chicago (44-1114) (AM)

(AM)
100 agm

ds
RsFEC: skr

(4) sbr Hains
Approved: Sent 442 M Per dan

Special Agent in Charge 44-561-751
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



1
FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

I
I
IFBI
I

Date:

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

I

Via
(Priority)

----------------------------------------------------------- L---------

PAGE TWO

MADISON COUNTY COURT HOUSE IN EDWARDSVILLE, ILLINOIS, ON

AUGUST SIXTEEN, NEXT, AND WILL OBTAIN INFORMATION PERTAINING

TO DELMAR GRINDSTAFF. WILL KEEP BUREAU ADVISED OF DEVELOP

MENTS. P.

Approved: Sent _M Per
Special Agent in Charge

FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date:

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via
(Priority)

PAGE TWO

MADISON COUNTY COURT HOUSE IN EDWARDSVILLE, ILLINOIS, ON

AUGUST SIXTEEN, NEXT, AND WILL OBTAIN INFORMATION PERTAINING

TO DELMAR GRINDSTAFF. WILL KEEP BUREAU ADVISED OF DEVELOP-

MENTS. P.

Approved: Sent M Per

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI WASH DC

449

PM URGENT 8-12-68 DJM

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (2PP)

MURKIN.

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR DATED AUGUST TENs

LAST.

ROBERT RIZZI, DEPUTY, MADISON COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFICE,

EDWARDSVILLE, ILLINOIS, ADVISED AUGUST TWELVEs INSTANT,

DELMAR GRINDSTAFF, BELIEVED ARRESTED BY THAT DEPARTMENT

FOR POSSESSION OF SAWED OFF SHOTGUN IN COLLINSVILLE,

ILLINOIS. HE ADVISED THAT HE BELIEVED GRINDSTAFF ARRESTED

IN THE COMPANY OF JOHN MC CLINTOCK. RIZZI ADVISED HE WOULD

OBTAIN ALL THE INFORMATION HIS OFFICE HAS ON GRINDSTAFF

AND FURNISH IT TO THE FBI. RIZZI FURTHER ADVISED THAT

WILLIE LEE HAS AN APPOINTMENT WITH THE PUBLIC DEFENDER,

ROBERT TRONE, MADISON COUNTY COURT HOUSE, ON THE MORNING

OF AUGUST SIXTEEN, NEXT, EXACT TIME UNKNOWN.

SPRINGFIELD WILL ATTEMPT TO INTERVIEW WILLIE LEE AT

END PAGE ONE R io

- ------

FBI WASH DC

449

PM URGENT 8-12-68 DJM

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (2PP)

MURKIN.

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR DATED AUGUST TEN,

LAST.

ROBERT RIZZI, DEPUTY, MADISON COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFICE,

EDWARDSVILLE, ILLINOIS, ADVISED AUGUST TWELVE, INSTANT,

DELMAR GRINDSTAFF, BELIEVED ARRESTED BY THAT DEPARTMENT

FOR POSSESSION OF SAWED OFF SHOTGUN IN COLLINSVILLE,

ILLINOIS. HE ADVISED THAT HE BELIEVED GRINDSTAFF ARRESTED

IN THE COMPANY OF JOHN MC CLINTOCK. RIZZI ADVISED HE WOULD

OBTAIN ALL THE INFORMATION HIS OFFICE HAS ON GRINDSTAFF

AND FURNISH IT TO THE FBI. RIZZI FURTHER ADVISED THAT

WILLIE LEE HAS AN APPOINTMENT WITH THE PUBLIC DEFENDER,

ROBERT TRONE, MADISON COUNTY COURT HOUSE, ON THE MORNING

OF AUGUST SIXTEEN, NEXT, EXACT TIME UNKNOWN.

SPRINGFIELD WILL ATTEMPT TO INTERVIEW WILLIE LEE AT

END PAGE ONE SEARCHED we
04

144-561-751
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO

MADISON COUNTY COURT HOUSE IN EDWARDSVILLE, ILLINOIS, ON

AUGUST SIXTEEN, NEXT, AND WILL OBTAIN INFORMATION PERTAINING

TO DELMAR GRINDSTAFF- WILL KEEP BUREAU ADVISED OF DEVELOP

MENTS. P.

END

GMA

FBI WASH DC

PAGE TWO

MADISON COUNTY COURT HOUSE IN EDWARDSVILLE, ILLINOIS, ON

AUGUST SIXTEEN, NEXT, AND WILL OBTAIN INFORMATION PERTAINING

TO DELMAR GRINDSTAFF. WILL KEEP BUREAU ADVISED OF DEVELOP-

MENTS. P.

END.

GMA

FBI WASH DC

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) I
I
I
I

F BI

Date: 8/13/68
I

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE URGENT
Via

(Priority)
------------------------------------------------------------ L---------

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST

TWELVE, NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT.

SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR - C ADVISED HE HAD BEEN UNABLE

TO GATHER FURTHER INFORMATION CONCERNING HAROLD RICHARD

COVINGTON AND ASSOCIATES. HE ADVISED HE WOULD CONTINUE TO

DEVELOP INFORMATION THAT WOULD AID IN THE INVESTIGATION OF THE

BANK ROBBERY OF THE BANK OF ALTON.

WILL CONTINUE EFFORTS TO INTERVIEW WILLIE LEE AND

OTHER ASSOCIATES OF HAROLD COVINGTON AND WILL KEEP THE BUREAU

ADVISED.

AIRMAIL COPIES OF THIS TELETYPE HAVE BEEN SENT

TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, ANDS. LOUIS.

Springfield (44-561)
1 - Chicago (44-1114) (AM) SEARC-ED
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM) SERIAL)
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM) IND a
FEC: jah ILD ..
(4) ---------------

Approved: Sent M Per
Speci A ent in C rge

FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 8/13/68

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE URGENT
Via

(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST

TWELVE, NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT.

SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR - C ADVISED HE HAD BEEN UNABLE

TO GATHER FURTHER INFORMATION CONCERNING HAROLD RICHARD

COVINGTON AND ASSOCIATES. HE ADVISED HE WOULD CONTINUE TO

DEVELOP INFORMATION THAT WOULD AID IN THE INVESTIGATION OF THE

BANK ROBBERY OF THE BANK OF ALTON.

WILL CONTINUE EFFORTS TO INTERVIEW WILLIE LEE AND

OTHER ASSOCIATES OF HAROLD COVINGTON AND WILL KEEP THE BUREAU

ADVISED.

AIRMA IL COPIES OF THIS TELETYPE HAVE BEEN SENT

TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, AND ST. LOUIS.

Springfield (44-561)
1 - Chicago (44-1114) (AM) SEARCHED

1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM)
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM) INDEXED

SERIALIZED

the
FEC: jah FILED Dam
(4)

Jah Hains Ru

Approved:
Special Agent in ChargeC/Dty

Sent 5401 M Per JK44-561-752
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI WASH DC

FBI SPRNGFLD

540PM URGENT 8-13-68 DJK

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861)

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561) IP

MURKIN

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST TWELVE, LAST.

SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR - C ADVISED HE HAD BEEN UNABLE TO GATHER

FURTHER INFORMATION CONCERNING HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON AND ASSOCIATES.

HE ADVISED HE WOULD CONTINUE TO DEVELOP INFORMATION THAT WOULD AIR IN

THE INVESTIGATION OF THE BANK ROBBERY OF THE BANK OF ALTON.

WILL CONTINUE EFFORTS TO INTERVIEW WILLIE LEE AND OTHER

ASSOCIATES OF HAROLD COVINGTON AND WILL KEEP THE BUREAU ADVISED.

AIRMAIL COPIES OF THIS TELETYPE HAVE BEEN SENT TO CHICAGO,

MEMPHIS, AND ST. LOUIS.

0ORR: LINE 4, WORD 11, "AID"

END

JTM

FB I WASH DC SAeD
SERDAUZED_

FBI WASH DC

FBI SPRNGFLD

540PM URGENT 8-13-68 DJK

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861 )

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561) 1P

MURKIN

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST TWELVE, LAST.

SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR - C ADVISED HE HAD BEEN UNABLE TO GATHER

FURTHER INFORMATION CONCERNING HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON AND ASSOCIATES.

HE ADVISED HE WOULD CONTINUE TO DEVELOP INFORMATION THAT WOULD AIR IN

THE INVESTIGATION OF THE BANK ROBBERY OF THE BANK OF ALTON.

WILL CONTINUE EFFORTS TO INTERVIEW WILLIE LEE AND OTHER

ASSOCIATES OF HAROLD COVINGTON AND WILL KEEP THE BUREAU ADVISED.

AIRMAIL COPIES OF THIS TELETYPE HAVE BEEN SENT TO CHICAGO,

MEMPHIS, AND ST. LOUIS.

CORR: LINE 4, WORD 11, "AID"

END

JTM

FBI WASH DC SEARCHED

SERIALIZED

FILED

INDEXED de

44-561- 752
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



1
FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBII I
I

F B I I

Date: 8/14/68
I

Transmit the following in I
(Type in plaintext or code)

I

Via TELETYPE URGENT
(P riority)

----------------------------------------------------- ----------

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (PP.

MURKIN

RE SITEL TO BUREAU AUGUST THIRTEEN, LAST.

DON SANDIDGO, D TECTIVE, ALTON, ILL., PD, ADVISED THAT DY

MILLER, WOODRIVER ILL,, HAD BEEN CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH JOHN

Mc cLuND RoLD RICARDCOVINGTON DURING NINETEEN

SIXTYSEVEN AND JANUARY AND F BRUARY, NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT. HE

ADVISED SHE MIGHT POSSIBLY BE ABLE TO FURNISH INFORMATION

CONCERNING THEIR ACTIVITIES DURING THAT TIME.

SPRINGFIELD, AT ALTON, WILL ATTEMPT TO LOCATE AND

INTERVIEW JUDY MILLER CONCERNING HER KNOWLEDGE OF HAROLD RICHARD

COVINGTON AND JOHN MC CLINTOCK.

WILL KEEP BUREAU ADVISED.

AM COPIES SENT MEMPHIS, ST. LOUIS AND CHICAGO.

O- Springfield (44-561)
1 - St. Louis (44-775)
1 - Memphis (44-1987)
1 - Chicago (44-1114)
FEC :mp! SD..........

Approved: Sent " M Per
Special Ag nt i harge f '.1

FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI
Date: 8/14/68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (PP. )

MURKIN

RE SITEL TO BUREAU AUGUST THIRTEEN, LAST.

DON SANDIDGO, DETECTIVE, ALTON, ILL., PD, ADVISED THAT JUDY

MILLER, WOODRIVER ILL., HAD BEEN CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH JOHN

MC CLINTOCK AND HAROLD RICHARD/COVINGTON DURING NINETEEN

SIXTYSEVEN AND JANUARY AND FEBRUARY, NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT. HE

ADVISED SHE MIGHT POSSIBLY BE ABLE TO FURNISH INFORMATION

CONCERNING THEIR ACTIVITIES DURING THAT TIME.

SPRINGFIELD, AT ALTON, WILL ATTEMPT TO LOCATE AND

INTERVIEW JUDY MILLER CONCERNING HER KNOWLEDGE OF HAROLD RICHARD

COVINGTON AND JOHN MC CLINTOCK.

WILL KEEP BUREAU ADVISED.

AM COPIES SENT MEMPHIS, ST. LOUIS AND CHICAGO.

- Springfield (44-561)
1 - St. Louis (44-775) SEARCHED

1 - Memphis (44-1987) SERIALIZED DDM
1 - Chicago (44-1114) INDEXED am
FEC:mpb FILED Dog
(4)mpb 44-561-753

Haines Ru
Approved: c/on Sent 444 M Peraim

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



9o

FBI WASH DC

446

PM URGENT 8-14-68 DJM

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (1P)

MURKIN

RE SITEL TO BUREAU AUGUST THIRTEEN, LAST.

DON SANDIDGO, DETECTIVE, ALTON, ILL., PD., AD

VISED THAT JUDY MILLER, WOODRIVER, ILLINOIS, HAD BEEN CLOSELY

ASSOCIATED WITH JOHN MCCLINTOCK AND HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON

DURING NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN AND JANUARY AND FEBRUARY, NINETEEN

SIXTYEIGHT. HE ADVISED SHE MIGHT POSSIBLY BE ABLE TO FURNISH

INFORMATION CONCERNING THEIR ACTIVITIES DURING THAT TIME.

SPRINGFIELD, AT ALTON, WILL ATTEMPT TO LOCATE AND

INTERVIEW JUDY MILLER CONCERNING HER KNOWLEDGE OF HAROLD RICHARD

COVINGTON AND JOHN MC CLINTOCK.

WILL KEEP BUREAU ADVISED.

AM COPIES SENT MEMPHIS , ST. LOUIS AND CHICAGO.

END.

LPT

FBI WASH DC

SEARCH-ED

INDEXED------

FBI WASH DC

446

PM URGENT 8-14-68 DJM

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (1P)

MURKIN

RE SITEL TO BUREAU AUGUST THIRTEEN, LAST.

DON SANDIDGO, DETECTIVE, ALTON, ILL., PD., AD-

VISED THAT JUDY MILLER, WOODRIVER, ILLINOIS, HAD BEEN CLOSELY

ASSOCIATED WITH JOHN MCCLINTOCK AND HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON

DURING NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN AND JANUARY AND FEBRUARY, NINETEEN

SIXTYEIGHT. HE ADVISED SHE MIGHT POSSIBLY BE ABLE TO FURNISH

INFORMATION CONCERNING THEIR ACTIVITIES DURING THAT TIME.

SPRINGFIELD, AT ALTON, WILL ATTEMPT TO LOCATE AND

INTERVIEW JUDY MILLER CONCERNING HER KNOWLEDGE OF HAROLD RICHARD

COVINGTON AND JOHN MC CLINTOCK.

WILL KEEP BUREAU ADVISED.

AM COPIES SENT MEMPHIS , ST. LOUIS AND CHICAGO.

END.

LPT

FBI WASH DC

SEARCHED

SERIALIZED Dam
INDEXED

FILED DAM
44-561-753

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



1
FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

I
I

F B II

Date: 8/15/68
I

Transmit the following in
( ype in plaintext or code)

I

Via TELETYPE URGENT
(P riority) I

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (1 PG)

MURKIN

RE SPRINGFIELD AIRTEL TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST

FIFTEEN LAST.

PUBLIC DEFENDER ROBERT TRONE A VISED HE WOULD HAVE

NO OBJECTION TO INTERVIEW OF WILLIE EE AND WILL ARRANGE

INTERVIEW AT EARLY DATE.

ILLINOIS STATE PATROL OFFICERS HOWARD SHELTON

AND MARION VAN FOSSEN ADVISED THEY HAVE COMPLETED

CONTACT WITH PAROLEES AND PROBATIONERS; HAVE DEVELOPED

NO INFORMATION RE BR AT THE BANK OF ALTON OR PRESENCE

OF JAMES EARL RAY IN ALTON DURING JULY, NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN.

MAIL COPIES SENT CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, ANDSS'T. LOUIS.

12Springfield (1: 44-561
(1: - 699) (Bank of AltoiARHED------

1 - Chicago (44-1114) (AM) SERIALIZED&--2
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM)
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM)
RCH : jah ...

Approved: Sent ''M Per G
Special Age t i ha e

FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI
Date: 8/15/68

Transmit the following in Plain(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE URGENT
Via

(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (1 PG)

MURKIN

RE SPRINGFIELD AIRTEL TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST

FIFTEEN LAST.

PUBLIC DEFENDER ROBERT TRONE ADVISED HE WOULD HAVE

NO OBJECTION TO INTERVIEW OF WILLIE LEE AND WILL ARRANGE

INTERVIEW AT EARLY DATE.

ILLINOIS STATE PATROL OFFICERS HOWARD SHELTON

AND MARION VAN FOSSEN ADVISED THEY HAVE COMPLETED

CONTACT WITH PAROLEES AND PROBATIONERS; HAVE DEVELOPED

NO INFORMATION RE BR AT THE BANK OF ALTON OR PRESENCE

OF JAMES EARL RAY IN ALTON DURING JULY, NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN.

MAIL COPIES SENT CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, ANDEST. LOUIS.

2 Springfield (1: 44-561)
(1: 91-3699) (Bank of AltoAPARCHED

1 - Chicago (44-1114) (AM) SERIALIZED Dam
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM) INDEXED Dam
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM) FILED DmgRCH: jah
(5) 44-561-754

the Haing Ro
Approved: cloty Sent 42% M Perdim

Special Agent is Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI WASH DC

428PM URGENT 8-15-68 DJM

TO: DIRECTOR FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (1PG)

MURKIN

RE SPRINGFIELD AIRTEL TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST

FIFTEEN LAST.

PUBLIC DEFENDER ROBERT TRONE ADVISED HE WOULD HAVE

NO OBJECTION TO INTERVIEW OF WILLIE LEE AND WILL ARRANGE.

INTERVIEW AT EARLY DATE.

ILLINOIS STATE PATROL OFFICERS HOWARD SHELTON

AND MARION VAN FOSSEN ADVISED THEY HAVE COMPLETED

CONTACT WITH PAROLEES AND PROBATIONERS; HAVE DEVELOPED

NO INFORMATION RE BR AT THE BANK OF ALTON OR PRESENCE

OF JAMES EARL RAY IN ALTON DURING JULY, NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN.

MAIL COPIES SENT TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST..LOUIS.

END.

EXJ

FBI WASH DC

-S-ARCED,..-. ....--..--
SERIALIZED
INDEXED... ...----

FBI WASH DC

428PM URGENT 8-15-68 DJM

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (1PG)

MURKIN

RE SPRINGFIELD AIRTEL TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST

FIFTEEN LAST.

PUBLIC DEFENDER ROBERT TRONE ADVISED HE WOULD HAVE

NO OBJECTION TO INTERVIEW OF WILLIE LEE AND WILL ARRANGE

INTERVIEW AT EARLY DATE.

ILLINOIS STATE PATROL OFFICERS HOWARD SHELTON

AND MARION VAN FOSSEN ADVISED THEY HAVE COMPLETED

CONTACT WITH PAROLEES AND PROBATIONERS HAVE DEVELOPED

NO INFORMATION RE BR AT THE BANK OF ALTON OR PRESENCE

OF JAMES EARL RAY IN ALTON DURING JULY, NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN.

MAIL COPIES SENT TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS.

END.

EXJ

FBI WASH DC

44-561-754
SEARCHED

SERIALIZED Dgm
INDEXED

FILED Dam
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-35 (Rnv . 226I

F E~ I

DJate: 8/ikL1/68
TJranm it t :e following in ___-__ --...--- .. ~~~~~~ ___---__--- -- - -- -

(TIype in Pl''nlext or de

Vic[ 1 S`-,:,C. 1k Tr ; 14?i.tlL

TO: DIR ZTli FBI (4L1
I ..8.61()

.SU.BJEC;T: MI4IYE:N

Enl,1osed for .pir~l1d are two' e"r.r to list-s
of' c i. eZ.lE':+ l:1.i 'i?'_L-'tl""s C,one' of memibes:' of theNicx)on'al.

I~sitt~ of Dryv Cleaners and(3 tec se('cn nn-emer of' t:.'1t1
organiza1;ton. (Bot )ist r in the foum ofJ labl oc3a

On 8/1.2/68, r r .l. GL;I ,.3, Na Lio 1. .I ns-t. it.
I of Dry CXleaning; 909- Bulr12.n, l n Avenue Silver Springcz,

Mt. ; and, made ava ilable the al.ove de sri-,b,d erncl osur ets

3 AS per prioLar ci.porrese, Sprint fie-F'l icIwi ll.
ul..L:.%. the encGlosed 1abe2 .;s.

3-. Bur au (REiGI--STER- ED M A I i)
- Mem;rphis MA-:. (ALT4A

]. - Ira.Vno;)011i (irmfo ) (FEL~1 -It D AI'1LI)
I ~t, r-o5s (i.nf) (PtEC.= r'.rpi4t:12 JmM~L

1 G-- i~a- f.1info ) (irFG:1::=i ED? r'IRMA1 j.)
L _ .1t A.more

-AJ~~969 < 7

A p r oved: --- - -- ____ ---_ Sen t - -- - M Per - - - - -
Spec~i Agent in Ch.;4rgd

FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI
Date: 8/14/68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via AIRTEL REGISTERED MAIL
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, BALTIMORE (44-669) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN 46551

Re Bureau airtel 7/29/68; Chicago airtel to
Director, 7/24/68.

Enclosed for Springfield are two separate lists
of cleaning establishments, one of members of the National
Institute of Dry Cleaners and the second non-members of that
organization. (Both lists are in the form of labels on a
tape).

On 8/12/68, MRS. CECIL BONIS, National Institute
of Dry Cleaning, 909 Burlington Avenue, Silver Spring,
Maryland, made available the above described enclosures.

As per prior correspondence, Springfield will
utilize the enclosed labels.

3 - Bureau (REGISTERED MAIL)
2 -I Memphis (REGISTER) MAIL) (AIRMAIL)
2 Springfield ((EncI-2) (REGISTERED AIRMAIL)
1 - Indianapolis (info) (REGISTERED AIRMAIL)
1 - St. Lous (info) (REGISTERED AIRMAIL)
1 -- Chicago (info) (REGISTERED AIRMAIL)
1 - Baltimore
PMV:bem

HED

(11) 44-561-755

with
INDEXED

AUG1 G 1968
BI

SPRINGFIELA

w/ord
Approved: Sent M Per

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



xD-36 (Fev. 5-22-6i)

FBI

Date: 8/14/68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plainltext or code)

Via AlIRT E L REGISTER-"ED MSAIL
(Priority)-- I

TO. DIRECTOR, FBI (44--3886L)

FROM: SAC, BALTIMORE (44-669) (P)

SUBJECT: M~URKIN

Re Bureau airtel 7/29/68; Chicago airtel to
Director, 7/24/68.

Enclosed for Springfield are two separate lists
of cleaning establishments, one of members of the National
Institute of Dry Cleaners and the second non-members of that
organization. (Both lists are in the form of labels on a
tape).

On 8/12/68, MRS. CECIL BONIS, National Institute
of Dry Cleaning, 909 Burlington Avenue, Silver Spring,
Mayland, made available the above described enclosures.

As per prior correspondence, Springfield will
utilize the enclosed labels.

3 - Bureau (REGISTERED MA IL)
2 - Memohis (REGISTf: MAIL) (A IRMAIL)
a- Springfield (Ei*12)(REGISTERED AIRMAIL)
1 - Indianapolis (info) (REGISTERED AIRMAIL)
1 - St. Lod (info)(REGISTERED AIRMAIL)
1 - Chicago (info) (REGISTERED AIRMAIL)
1 - Baltimore

INDEXE(11) L /LE

A LUt I1968
tm- SPRINGFIELD

Approved: S___ aent M Per
Speciai Agent in Charge

FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 8/14/68
Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via AIRTEL REGISTERED MAIL
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, BALTIMORE (44-669) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Bureau airtel 7/29/68; Chicago airtel to
Director, 7/24/68.

Enclosed for Springfield are two separate lists
of cleaning establishments, one of members of the National
Institute of Dry Cleaners and the second non-members of that
organization. (Both lists are in the form of labels on a
tape).

On 8/12/68, MRS. CECIL BONIS, National Institute
of Dry Cleaning, 909 Burlington Avenue, Silver Spring,
Maryland, made available the above described enclosures.

As per prior correspondence, Springfield will
utilize the enclosed labels.

3 - Bureau (REGISTERED MAIL)
2 - Memphis (REGISTERED MAIL) (AIRMAIL)
2 - Springfield (Enc172) (REGISTERED AIRMAIL)
1 - Indianapolis (info) (REGISTERED AIRMAIL)
1 - St. Louis (info) (REGISTERED AIRMAIL)
1 - Chicago (info) (REGISTERED AIRMAIL)
1 - Baltimore
PMV:bem 44-561-255
(11) INDEXEL

SERIALIEND

AUG1 C 1968

rbi-SPRINGFIELD

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



1
FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

I
I

FBI I

Date: 8/20/68 I

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT
(Type in r iaintext or code)

Via TELETYPE DEFERRED
(Priority)

------------------------------------------------------ --------

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN

RE SI TEL TO BUREAU AUGUST NINETEEN LAST.

SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR DASH C ADVISES HE HAS MADE NO

PROGRESS IN EFFORTS TO CONTACT SOURCES MENTIONED IN RETEL.

EFFORTS TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEW WILLIE LEE UNPRODUCTIVE.

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS.

- Springfield (44-561)
1 - Chicago (44-1114) (AM) DEXD, .---------
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM) FLD--. ..--
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM) 4/</- . i
RCH/ssj
(41,2f1

Approved: I Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge

FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 8/20/68

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT
(Type in piaintext or code)

Via TELETYPE DEFERRED
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN

RE SI TEL TO BUREAU AUGUST NINETEEN LAST.

SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR DASH C ADVISES HE HAS MADE NO

PROGRESS IN EFFORTS TO CONTACT SOURCES MENTIONED IN RETEL.

EFFORTS TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEW WILLIE LEE UNPRODUCTIVE.

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS.

SUARANED

1 - Springfield (44-561) SERIALIZED ppm
1 - Chicago (44-1114) (AM) INDEXED

1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM) FILED Dam
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM) 44-561-756
RCH/ssj
(4)20f

DisneyRe
Approved: Clay 826Sent M Per

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



e0

FBI WASH DC

FBI SPRNGFLD

826

PM DEFERRED 8-20-68 DJK

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861)

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561) 1P

MURKIN

RE SPRINGFIELD TEL TO BUREAU AUGUST NINETEEN LAST.

SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR - C ADVISES HE HAS MADE NO PROGRESS IN

EFFORTS TO CONTACT SOURCES MENTIONED IN RETEL* EFFORTS TO LOCATE

AND INTERVIEW WILLIE LEE UNPRODUCTIVE.

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS.

END

LLD

FBI WASH DC

-------

FBI WASH DC

FBI SPRNGFLD

826

PM DEFERRED 8-20-68 DJK

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861)

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561) 1P

MURKIN

RE SPRINGFIELD TEL TO BUREAU AUGUST NINETEEN LAST.

SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR - C ADVISES HE HAS MADE NO PROGRESS IN

EFFORTS TO CONTACT SOURCES MENTIONED IN RETEL. EFFORTS TO LOCATE

AND INTERVIEW WILLIE LEE UNPRODUCTIVE.

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS.

END

LLD

FBI WASH DC

STREARIZEDDam
INDEXED,

SINCEDM
44-561-756

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



1
FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

I
I

F B I I
I

Date: 8/16/68

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

- - - - - - - - ------------------------------- ------

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRIN2FIELD (44-561)

MURKIN.

RE SI TEL TO BUREAU, EIGHT FIFTEEN LAST.

PUBLIC DEFENDER ROBERT TRONE, EDWARDSVILLE, ILLINOIS,

ADVISED WILLIE LEE HAD NOT REPORTED TO HIM AS OF THREE P.M.

TODAY.

EFFORTS TO CONTACT SI SIXTEEN FOURTEEN - C UNPRODUCTIVE.

COPIES MAILED CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND STQ. LOUIS. P.

- SI (44-561)
1 - Chicago (44-1114) (AM)
1 - Memphis (44-1987)(AM)
1 - St. Louis (44-775)(AM)
RCH :sjs
(4),

Approved: Sent ( -M Per
Speci t i Ch ge

FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FB I
Date: 8/16/68

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN.

RE SI TEL TO BUREAU, EIGHT FIFTEEN LAST.

PUBLIC DEFENDER ROBERT TRONE, EDWARDSVILLE, ILLINOIS,

ADVISED WILLIE LEE HAD NOT REPORTED TO HIM AS OF THREE P.M.

TODAY.

EFFORTS TO CONTACT SI SIXTEEN FOURTEEN - C UNPRODUCTIVE.

COPIES MAILED CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND STO LOUIS. P.

J1 - SI (44-561)
1 - Chicago (44-1114) (AM)
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM)
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM)
RCH:sjs
(4),

ip
DM

INDERED

FILED DAM

Haires
44.561.757Ro

Approved: C/D Sent 4:31P M Per PAM
Special Adont in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



0

FBI WASH DC

FBI SPRNGFLD

431PM URGENT 8/16/68 PAM

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN.

RE SI TEL TO BUREAU, EIGHT FIFTEEN LAST.

PUBLIC DEFENDER ROBERT TRONE. EDWARDSVILLE, ILLINOIS

ADVISED WILLIE LEE HAD NOT REPORTED TO HIM AS OF THREE P.M.

TODAY.

EFFORTS TO CONTACT SI SIXTEEN FOURTEEN - C UNPRODUCTIVE.

COPIES MAILED CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS. P.

END

LPT

FBI WASH DC

FBI WASH DC

FBI SPRNGFLD

431PM URGENT 8/16/68 PAM

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN.

RE SI TEL TO BUREAU, EIGHT FIFTEEN LAST.

PUBLIC DEFENDER ROBERT TRONE, EDWARDSVILLE, ILLINOIS

ADVISED WILLIE LEE HAD NOT REPORTED TO HIM AS OF THREE P. M.

TODAY.

EFFORTS TO CONTACT SI SIXTEEN FOURTEEN - C UNPRODUCTIVE.

COPIES MAILED CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS. P.

END

LPT

FBI WASH DC

SUCRETED

SERIALIZEDam
INDEXED

HAID DOM
41-561-7571

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



1
FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

I
I
I

. I
F BI

Date: 8/19/68
PLAINTEX

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE URGENT
Via

(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN

RE SI TEL TO BUREAU AUGUST SIXTEEN LAST.

SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR DASH C ADVISED TODAY HE HAS BEEN.

UNABLE TO DATE TO CONTACT SOURCES BELIEVED ABLE TO PLACE

JOHN MC CLINTOCK, HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON AND DELMAR

GRINDSTAFF IN ALTON ON JULY THIRTEEN NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN

AND TO ATTEST TO CLOTHING WORN BY COVINGTON AND GRINDSTAFF

ON THAT DATE.

PUBLIC DEFENDER ROBERT TRONE STATES WILLIE LEE HAS NOT

CONTACTED HIM AND HE COULD NOT REACH LEE WHEN HE ATTEMPTED

TO CONTACT HIM AT KNOWN TELEPHONE NUMBERS.

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS.

- Springfield (44-561) D
1 - Chicago (44-1114) (AM)
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM)
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM)
RCH/ssj

Approved: Sent '/2 M PerY
Special Agent i arge

FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 8/19/68

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE URGENT
Via

(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN

RE SI TEL TO BUREAU AUGUST SIXTEEN LAST.

SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR DASH C ADVISED TODAY HE HAS BEEN

UNABLE TO DATE TO CONTACT SOURCES BELIEVED ABLE TO PLACE

JOHN MC CLINTOCK, HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON AND DELMAR

GRINDSTAFF IN ALTON ON JULY THIRTEEN NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN

AND TO ATTEST TO CLOTHING WORN BY COVINGTON AND GRINDSTAFF

ON THAT DATE.

PUBLIC DEFENDER ROBERT TRONE STATES WILLIE LEE HAS NOT

CONTACTED HIM AND HE COULD NOT REACH LEE WHEN HE ATTEMPTED

TO CONTACT HIM AT KNOWN TELEPHONE NUMBERS.

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS.

STUDIORam
FILLED Dra

D - Springfield (44-561) 44-561-758
1 - Chicago (44-1114) (AM)
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM)
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM)
RCH/ssj Robert WL(4)pay

Approved: Sent 407 PM PerDaynAY
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI WASH DC

407PM URGENT 8-19-68 DJM

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN

RE SI TEL TO BUREAU AUGUST SIXTEEN LAST.

SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR DASH C ADVISED TODAY HE HAS BEEN

UNABLE TO DATE TO CONTACT SOURCES BELIEVED ABLE TO PLACE

JOHN MC CLINTOCK, HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON AND DELMAR

GRINDSTAFF IN ALTON ON JULY THIRTEEN NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN

AND TO ATTEST TO CLOTHING WORN BY COVINGTON AND GRINDSTAFF

ON THAT DATE.

PUBLIC DEFENDER ROBERT TRONE STATES WILLIE LEE HAS NOT

CONTACTED HIM AND HE COULD NOT REACH LEE WHEN HE ATTEMPTED

TO CONTACT HIM AT KNOWN TELEPHONE NUMBERS.

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS.

END-.

LPT

FBI WASH DC

-----/1--f--I

FBI WASH DC

407PM URGENT 8-19-68 DJM

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN

RE SI TEL TO BUREAU AUGUST SIXTEEN LAST.

SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR DASH C ADVISED TODAY HE HAS BEEN

UNABLE TO DATE TO CONTACT SOURCES BELIEVED ABLE TO PLACE

JOHN MC CLINTOCK, HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON AND DELMAR

GRINDSTAFF IN ALTON ON JULY THIRTEEN NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN

AND TO ATTEST TO CLOTHING WORN BY COVINGTON AND GRINDSTAFF

ON THAT DATE.

PUBLIC DEFENDER ROBERT TRONE STATES WILLIE LEE HAS NOT

CONTACTED HIM AND HE COULD NOT REACH LEE WHEN HE ATTEMPTED

TO CONTACT HIM AT KNOWN TELEPHONE NUMBERS.

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS.

END.

LPT

FBI WASH DC

am
IIM

414-561-958

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

* *I

F BI

IDate: 8/22/68

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE URGENT
Via I___ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

(Priority)

------------------------------------------------------- ------

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN

RE SI TEL TO BUREAU AUGUST TWENTYONE LAST.

SI ONE FIVE FIVE TWO - C, SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR - C,

AND PCI HELEN GRABLE CONTACTED. INFORMATION DEVELOPED THAT A

WILLIE LEE,BELIEVED A QUOTE WEAK LINK END QUOTE AMONG ASSOCIATES

JOHN MC CLINTOCK, DICK COVINGTON, AND DELMAR GRINDSTAFF, HAS

LEFT THE STATE BECAUSE SOMEONE IS QUOTE OUT TO GET HIM END

QUOTE.

MC CLINTOCK DUE.FOR TRIAL MADISON COUNTY COURT'ON

BURGLARY CHARGE.

WHEREABOUTS OF COVINGTON AND GRINDSTAFF UNKNOWN TO

INFORMANTS OR ASSOCIATES.

MAIL COPIES SENT CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, AND ST. LOUIS

1 Springfield (44-561)
- Chicago (44-1114) (AM)

1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM)
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM)
RCH * h
(4) '' I-----

Approved:_ Sent 3 M Per
Special Agent in Tharge

FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 8/22/68
PLAINTEXT

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE URGENT
Via

(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN

RE SI TEL TO BUREAU AUGUST TWENTYONE LAST.

SI ONE FIVE FIVE TWO - C, SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR - C,

AND PCI HELEN GRABLE CONTACTED. INFORMATION DEVELOPED THAT A

WILLIE LEE, BELIEVED A QUOTE WEAK LINK END QUOTE AMONG ASSOCIATES

JOHN MC CLINTOCK, DICK COVINGTON, AND DELMAR GRINDSTAFF, HAS

LEFT THE STATE BECAUSE SOMEONE IS QUOTE OUT TO GET HIM END

QUOTE.

MC CLINTOCK DUE FOR TRIAL MADISON COUNTY COURT ON

BURGLARY CHARGE.

WHEREABOUTS OF COVINGTON AND GRINDSTAFF UNKNOWN TO

INFORMANTS OR ASSOCIATES.

MAIL COPIES SENT CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, AND ST. LOUIS

1 Springfield (44-561)
1 - Chicago (44-1114) (AM)
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM) SURREND
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM) D.m
RCH: jah MIDDED(4)

RELEDopen
44-561-759

Ret
Approved: Mas Sent 235/0 M Peram

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI WASH DC

235PM URGENT F-22-68 DJM

TOz DIRECTORS FBI (44-38861)

FROMt SACS SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN

RE SI TEL TO BUREAU AUGUST TWENTYONE LASTe

SI ONE FIVE FIVE TWO- Ci SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR- C2

AND PCI HELEN GRABLE CONTACTED- INFORMATION DEVELOPED THAT A

WILLIE LEE- BELIEVED A QUOTE WEAK LINK END QUOTE AMONG ASSOCIATES

JOHN MC CLINTOCK DICK COVINGTONs AND DELMAR GRINDSTAFF, HAS

LEFT THE STATE BECAUSE SONEONE IS QUOTE OUT TO GET HIM END

QUOTE

MC CLINTOCK DUE FOR TRIAL MADISON COUNTY COURT ON

BURGLARY CHARGE

WHEREABOUTS OF COVINGTON AND GRINDSTAFF UNKNOWN TO

INFORMANTS OR ASSOCIATES

MAIL COPIES SENT CHICAGO: MEMPHIS, AND STe LOUIS

END e

EXJ

FBI WASH DC

4L/ ../2

FBI WASH DC

235PM URGENT 8-22-68 DJM

is

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM SAC. SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN

RE SI TEL TO BUREAU AUGUST TWENTYONE LAST.

SI ONE FIVE FIVE TWO- C, SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR- C.

AND PCI HELEN GRABLE CONTACTED. INFORMATION DEVELOPED THAT A

WILLIE LEE, BELIEVED A QUOTE WEAK LINK END QUOTE AMONG ASSOCIATES

JOHN MC CLINTOCK, DICK COVINGTON AND DELMAR GRINDSTAFF, HAS

LEFT THE STATE BECAUSE SONEONE IS QUOTE OUT TO GET HIM END

QUOTE.

MC CLINTOCK DUE FOR TRIAL MADISON COUNTY COURT ON

BURGLARY CHARGE.

WHEREABOUTS OF COVINGTON AND GRINDSTAFF UNKNOWN TO

INFORMANTS OR ASSOCIATES.

MAIL COPIES SENT CHICAGO. MEMPHIS, AND ST LOUIS-

END.

EXJ

FBI WASH DC

SHARLRED

apm
INDIVED

FILED Jgn
44-561-7591

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

I

F BI
I

Date: 8/21/68
I

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE URGENT
Via

(Priority)

- - - - - - - - ------------------------------ --- ------

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN

RE SPRINGFIELD TEL TO BUREAU AUGUST TWENTY LAST.

SI ONE FIVE FIVE TWO DASH C, WHO FURNISHED ORIGINAL

INFORMATION INDICATING JOHN MC CLINTOCK WAS ONE OF THOSE

INVOLVED IN ROBBERY THE BANK OF ALTON, STATED TODAY HE KNOWS

JAMES EARL RAY AND IS VIRTUALLY CERTAIN RAY WAS NOT IN ALTON

DURING JULY NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN; THAT INFORMATION REGARDING

MC CLINTOCK'S COMPLICITY IN BANK ROBBERY ACCURATE AND THAT

THERE IS NO CONNECTION BETWEEN MC CLINTOCK AND RAY. INFORMAN

INTENSIFYING INQUIRY TO FURTHER ELABORATE ON INFORMATION.

MAIL COPY TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS.

( - Springfield (44-561)
1 - Chicago (44-1114) (AM)
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM) SEARCHED-.,
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM)
RCH/ssj

Approved: Sent k3 ___ M Per
Special A nt n arge

FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 8/21/68
PLAINTEXTTransmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)
TELETYPE URGENT

Via
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN

RE SPRINGFIELD TEL TO BUREAU AUGUST TWENTY LAST.

SI ONE FIVE FIVE TWO DASH c, WHO FURNISHED ORIGINAL

INFORMATION INDICATING JOHN MC CLINTOCK WAS ONE OF THOSE

INVOLVED IN ROBBERY THE BANK OF ALTON, STATED TODAY HE KNOWS

JAMES EARL RAY AND IS VIRTUALLY CERTAIN RAY WAS NOT IN ALTON

DURING JULY NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN; THAT INFORMATION REGARDING

MC CLINTOCK'S COMPLICITY IN BANK ROBBERY ACCURATE AND THAT

THERE IS NO CONNECTION BETWEEN MC CLINTOCK AND RAY. INFORMANT

INTENSIFYING INQUIRY TO FURTHER ELABORATE ON INFORMATION.

MAIL COPY TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS.

1 - Springfield (44-561)
1 - Chicago (44-1114) (AM)
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM) SEARCHED
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM) SERIALIZED Dmg
RCH/ssj INDEXED
(4)
sog HaidarFILED - for

Approved:
Special Agent in ChargeCIDTS

Sent 353 PM PerDgm
44-561-760

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI WASH DC

351PM URGENT 8-21-68 DJM

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN

RE SPRINGFIELD TEL TO BUREAU AUGUST TWENTY LAST.

SI ONE FIVE FIVE TWO DASH C, WHO FURNISHED ORIGINAL

INFORMATION INDICATING JOHN MC CLINTOCK WAS ONE OF THOSE

INVOLVED IN ROBBERY THE BANK OF ALTONs STATED TODAY HE KNOWS

JAMES EARL RAY AND IS VIRTUALLY CERTAIN RAY WAS NOT IN ALTON

DURING JULY NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN; THAT INFORMATION REGARDING

MC CLINTOCK'S COMPLICITY IN BANK ROBBERY ACCURATE AND THAT

THERE IS NO CONNECTION BETWEEN MC CLINTOCK AND RAY. INFORMANT

INTENSIFYING INQUIRY TO FURTHER ELABORATE ON INFORMATION.

M MAIL COPY TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS.

END.

- COR LAST PARA SHD BE 5 SPACES AND THEN MAIL

END

CAB

FBI WASH DC

SEARCHED......
SERIALIZED
INDEXED
FILED....-- ..-.. -.

FBI WASH DC

351PM URGENT 8-21-68 DJM

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN

RE SPRINGFIELD TEL TO BUREAU AUGUST TWENTY LAST.

SI ONE FIVE FIVE TWO DASH C, WHO FURNISHED ORIGINAL

INFORMATION INDICATING JOHN MC CLINTOCK WAS ONE OF THOSE

INVOLVED IN ROBBERY THE BANK OF ALTON, STATED TODAY HE KNOWS

JAMES EARL RAY AND IS VIRTUALLY CERTAIN RAY WAS NOT IN ALTON

DURING JULY NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN; THAT INFORMATION REGARDING

MC CLINTOCK'S COMPLICITY IN BANK ROBBERY ACCURATE AND THAT

THERE IS NO CONNECTION BETWEEN MC CLINTOCK AND RAY. INFORMANT

INTENSIFYING INQUIRY TO FURTHER ELABORATE ON INFORMATION.

M MAIL COPY TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS.

END.

COR LAST PARA SHD BE 5 SPACES AND THEN MAIL

END

CAB

FBI WASH DC

SEARCHED

SERIALIZED Dng
INDEXED

FILED Drag
44 561-760

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



8/23/es

AIRTEL

TO : aIRaMTO , FBI (44-38861)

FROM : SAC, CHICAGO (44-1114)

8UB3JECT: UNSUBS (2);
The Bank of Alton,
Alton, Illinois
.7/13/67
BR
00: SPRING! ILD

On 8/21/68, circulars regarding laundry and
dry cleaning marks obtained at captioned bank robbery were
furnished to all laundries in the Chicago Division through
the Illinois Launders Association, mailing list and to all
dry cleaners in the Chicago Iivision, through the National
Dry Cleaning Institution mailing list furnished by the
Baltimore Office.

3-Bureau
(1-91--27494)

2 Springfield (44-561)
(1-91-3699)

2-Chicago
(1-91-5375) SEARCHED INDEXD

JHI/mahSERIALIZ.JILED
(7) A~16

8/23/68

AIRTEL

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM : SAC, CHICAGO (44-1114)

SUBJECT: UNSUBS (2);
The Bank of Alton,
Alton, Illinois
7/13/67
BR
00: SPRINGFIELD

On 8/21/68, circulars regarding laundry and
dry cleaning marks obtained at captioned bank robbery were
furnished to all laundries in the Chicago Division through
the Illinois Launders Association, mailing list and to all
dry cleaners in the Chicago Bivision, through the National
Dry Cleaning Institution mailing list furnished by the
Baltimore Office.

3-Bureau
(1-91-27494)

2)-Springfield (44-561)
(1-91-3699)

2-Chicago 44-561-761(1-91-5375) SEARCHED INDEXED
JHW/mah
(7)

SERIALIZED

AUG26
FILED

1968
FBI-SPRINGEJELD

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)
I
I
I

F BI

Date: 8/26/68

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

-------------------------------------------------------------- ---------

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO THE BUREAU DATED AUGUST

TWENTY THREE LAST.

SUSPECT JOHN MC CLI OCK ARRESTED BY ALTON PD

THIS DATE FOR FAILURE TO APPEAR ON BENCH WARRANT ISSUED

L.A. COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, ARISING OUT OF BURGLARY CHARGE.

MC CLINTOCK TRANSPORTED TO MADISON COUNTY JAIL AND EFFORTS

BEING MADE TO OBTAIN HIS RELEASE BY ASSOCIATES. EFFORTS

MADE TO INTERVIEW BUT UNSUCCESSFUL.

MAIL COPIES SENT TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, AND ST. LOUIS.

2 Springfield (1: 44-561)
(1: 91-3699)

1 - Chicago (44-1114) (AM)
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM)
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM)
RCH:ja

Approved: Sent - M Per -_ _ _ _

Special A ent 'n Charg

FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 8/26/68

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPEVia URGENT
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO THE BUREAU DATED AUGUST

TWENTY THREE LAST.

SUSPECT JOHN MC CLINTOCK ARRESTED BY ALTON PD

THIS DATE FOR FAILURE TO APPEAR ON BENCH WARRANT ISSUED

L.A. COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, ARISING OUT OF BURGLARY CHARGE.

MC CLINTOCK TRANSPORTED TO MADISON COUNTY JAIL AND EFFORTS

BEING MADE TO OBTAIN HIS RELEASE BY ASSOCIATES. EFFORTS

MADE TO INTERVIEW BUT UNSUCCESSFUL.

MAIL COPIES SENT TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, AND ST. LOUIS.

2 Springfield (1: 44-561)
(1: 91-3699)

1 - Chicago (44-1114) (AM)
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM)
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM)
RCH:jah

Jah
(5) SEARCHED ofSERAALIZED

INDEKED Ing
HainFILED amRu

c/673
Sent 53kgApproved: M Per JKC

Special Agentvin Charge

44-561-762
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI WASH DC

FBI SPRNGFLD

521

PM URGENT 8-26-68 DJK

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861)

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561) IP

MURKIN

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE,TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST TWENTYTHREE

LAST.

SUSPECT JOHN MC CLINTOCK ARRESTED BY ALTON PD THIS DATE FOR

FAILURE TO APPEAR ON BENCH WARRANT ISSUED L. A. COUNTY, CALIFORNIA,

ARISING OUT OF BURGLARY CHARGE. MC CLINTOCK TRANSPORTED TO MADISON

COUNTY JAIL AND EFFORTS BEING MADE TO OBTAIN HIS RELEASE BY

ASSOCIATES. EFFORTS MADE TO INTERVIEW BUT UNSUCCESSFUL

MAIL COPIES SENT TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS.

END

/SLB

FBI WASH DC

X

INDEXED.. . ----
S FILED............. -------

FBI WASH DC

FBI SPRNGFLD

521

PM URGENT 8-26-68 DJK

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861)

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561) 1P

MURKIN

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST TWENTYTHREE

LAST.

SUSPECT JOHN MC CLINTOCK ARRESTED BY ALTON PD THIS DATE FOR

FAILURE TO APPEAR ON BENCH WARRANT ISSUED L. A. COUNTY, CALIFORNIA,

ARISING OUT OF BURGLARY CHARGE. MC CLINTOCK TRANSPORTED TO MADISON

COUNTY JAIL AND EFFORTS BEING MADE TO OBTAIN HIS RELEASE BY

ASSOCIATES. EFFORTS MADE TO INTERVIEW BUT UNSUCCESSFUL.

MAIL COPIES SENT TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS.

END

/SLB

FBI WASH DC

X

SEARCHED

SERIALIZED Dra
INDEXED

FILED Dog
44-561-762

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



,s ~I
FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

I
F B II

Date: 8/23/68
I

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)

I

Via TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

------------------------------------------------------------ L--- --------

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN

RE SI TEL TO BUREAU AUGUST TWENTYTWO LAST.

CHIEF WILLIAM H. PETERSEN (NA), ALTON PD, ADVISED NO

INFORMATION DEVELOPED THAT JAMES EARL RAY IN ALTON SUBSEQUENT

TO ESCAPE FROM MSP. FURTHER, THAT HE HAS BEEN CONTACTED BY

WRITERS PREPARING BOOKS AND ARTICLES ON RAY AND IN CONVER

SATION THEY INDICATE THEY HAVE INTERVIEWED INNUMERABLE

PERSONS AND NONE CAN PLACE RAY IN ALTON.

PAUL COUSLEY, EDITOR, ALTON EVENING TELEGRAPH, ADVISED

NO SOURCES OF THE PAPER OR CITIZENS HAVE BEEN ABLE TO

FURNISH ANY INFORMATION INDICATING RAY PARTICIPATED IN

ROBBERY THE BANK OF ALTON OR WAS EVER IN ALTON AREA IN

NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN.

MAIL COPY TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS.

J- Springfield (44-561)
1 - Chicago (44-1114) (AM)
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM) SEAaNER2
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM) SERIAUD
RCH/ssj

Approved: Sent M Per
Specia g n i rge

FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 8/23/68
PLAINTEXTTransmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN

RE SI TEL TO BUREAU AUGUST TWENTYTWO LAST.

CHIEF WILLIAM H. PETERSEN (NA), ALTON PD, ADVISED NO

INFORMATION DEVELOPED THAT JAMES EARL RAY IN ALTON SUBSEQUENT

TO ESCAPE FROM MSP. FURTHER, THAT HE HAS BEEN CONTACTED BY

WRITERS PREPARING BOOKS AND ARTICLES ON RAY AND IN CONVER-

SATION THEY INDICATE THEY HAVE INTERVIEWED INNUMERABLE

PERSONS AND NONE CAN PLACE RAY IN ALTON.

PAUL COUSLEY, EDITOR, ALTON EVENING TELEGRAPH, ADVISED

NO SOURCES OF THE PAPER OR CITIZENS HAVE BEEN ABLE TO

FURNISH ANY INFORMATION INDICATING RAY PARTICIPATED IN

ROBBERY THE BANK OF ALTON OR WAS EVER IN ALTON AREA IN

NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN.

MAIL COPY TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS.

1 - Springfield (44-561)
1 - Chicago (44-1114) (AM)
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM) SEARCHED

1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM)
RCH/ssj INDEXED

SERIALIZED

Day
(4) say FILED

Approved:

CADES
Sent 1:44 PM Per mem

Special Agent in Charge

44-561-763
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI WASH DC

FBI SPRNGFLD

1:44 PM URGENT 8-23-68 MEM

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861)

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKINE

RE SI TEL TO BUREAU AUGUST TWENTYTWO LAST

CHIEF WILLIAM He PETERSER (NA).r ALTON PDs ADVISED NO

INFORMATION DEVELOPED THAT JAMES EARL RAY IN ALTON SUBSEQUENT

TO ESCAPE FROM MSPe FURTHERS THAT HE HAS BEEN CONTACTED BY

WRITERS PREPARING BOOKS AND ARTICLES ON RAY AND IN CONVER

SATION THE INDICATE THEY HAVE INTERVIEWED INNUMERABLE

PERSONS AND ONE CAN PLACE RAY IN ALTONo

PAUL COUSLEYi EDITOR: ALTON EVENING TELEGRAPH: ADVISED

NO SOURCES OF THE PAPER OR CITIZENS HAVE BEEN ABLE TO

FURNISH ANY INFORMATION INDICATING RAY PARTICIPATED IN

ROBBERY THE BANK OF ALTON OR WAS EVER IN ALTON AREA IN

NINETEEN SIXTYSEVENe

MAIL COPY OT CHICAGO. MEMPHIS AND ST- LOUjIS*

END

ORR PAR 2 LINE 6 WORD 3 SHD READ NONE

END

GMA

FBI WASH DC

SEARCHED............. . -----
SERIALIZED .......... -
INDEXED. 6........
FI LE D............ - - - -

FBI WASH DC

FBI SPRNGFLD

1:44 PM URGENT 8-23-68 MEM

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861)

FROM SPRINGFIELD 44-561 )

MURKINE

RE SI TEL TO BUREAU AUGUST TWENTYTWO LAST

CHIEF WILLIAM H. PETERSEN (NA), ALTON PD, ADVISED NO

INFORMATION DEVELOPED THAT JAMES EARL RAY IN ALTON SUBSEQUENT

TO ESCAPE FROM MSP. FURTHER. THAT HE HAS BEEN CONTACTED BY

WRITERS PREPARING BOOKS AND ARTICLES ON RAY AND IN CONVER-

SATION THE INDICATE THEY HAVE INTERVIEWED INNUMERABLE

PERSONS AND ONE CAN PLACE RAY IN ALTON.

PAUL COUSLEY, EDITOR. ALTON EVENING TELEGRAPH: ADVISED

NO SOURCES OF THE PAPER OR CITIZENS HAVE BEEN ABLE TO

FURNISH ANY INFORMATION INDICATING RAY PARTICIPATED IN

ROBBERY THE BANK OF ALTON OR WAS EVER IN ALTON AREA IN

NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN.

MAIL COPY OT CHICAGO: MEMPHIS AND STe LOUIS.

END

00RR PAR 2 LINE 5 WORD 3 SHD READ NONE

END

GMA

FBI WASH DC

X SEARCHED

SERIALIZED Dne
INDEXED

FILED Dmg

4/4 561-
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AIRTI .: AU UPI

flU TAC, SPRZUGIEo (44561) "' --

* Since. Na, .98,.daily"inteuxive. investigation has.
ben onducted c'acendiig, the robbery of the Bank of Alto.

046 1307, with ! viv" to determining It JAN1 ER 'BAY
was a participant and Used his share of "tbe.loot to finance

*his subequ trvl u actvity

*.A nazihmasy oaf inyetigation conducted is 'as follows:
idCothing' recovored" after the robbiry of the

*-Bank 4f Altoni as well as hair isamples 'were eoa
,parod-at.the Fax Laboratory, with ovidence

* .recov red in, the IURK! case.. The laboratory
reported that -the hair saisples in the twro uattels9
were. not - identical

2.x Canvas' oQf rooming houses, apxtnents,. hotels,
and satedi including, display of lihotographs' of

_ ~ JAMS5 FiAL JIAY and associates was onbducted
without :effecting an, identific~otiean.

3. Photographs of BAY and-h1is assoiates were dis
* . played to witnesases at the Bannk of Alton with-

4. Neighboxhood inWstigatiouaIn the Vicinity 'of
*the Bank of Alton and on 4th :Street. in the

3-Duiau(44-3l .1

1;81".369"s)

* * SEARCHED- -",.: .. y.
SERIALIZED.-,.,...
INDEXED . .............

_ 114--5/- Si FILED. ....:.......

8/24/68

AIRTEL AIRMAIL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) -P.
SUBJECT:MURKIN

Since May, 1968, daily intensive investigation has
been conducted concerning the robbery of the Bank of Alton
on 7/13/67 with a view to determining if JAMES EARL RAY
was a participant and used his share of the loot to finance
his subsequent travel and activity.

A summary of investigation conducted is as follows:

1. Clothing recovered after the robbery of the
Bank of Alton as well as hair samples were con-
pared at the FBI Laboratory with evidence
recovered in the MURKIN case. The laboratory
reported that the hair samples in the two matters
were not identical.

2. Canvass of rooming houses, apartments, hotels,
and motels including display of photographs of
JAMES EARL RAY and associates was conducted
without effecting an identification.

3. Photographs of RAY and his associates were dis-
played to witnesses at the Bank of Alton with-
out effecting identification.

4. Neighborhood investigation in the vicinity of
the Bank of Alton and on 4th Street in the

3 - Bureau (44-38861)
D - Springfield 3 :44-561)

(1:91-3699)
RCH/jac
(6)

jac Home
Rut

SEARCHED

SERIALIZED Ding
INDEXED

44-561-764
FILED Djt

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



81 44-561

vicinity where clothing and the shotgun were
recovered was intensified and photographs
displayed. No identification was made as the
result of this investigation.

5. Laundry and dry cleaning establishments in the
Greater Alton area were canvassed. Laundry and
dry cleaning syabols not posltively identified
and photos of RAY and his associates were unfamiliar
to persons contacted'

6. Informants, particularly 81 1614-C and SI 1552-C,
have been given definite assignments in connection
with this matter. Intormtkuadeveloped by them
has tended to indicate earlier suspects JOHN

-MC CLINTOCK, HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON, and DELMAR
GRINDSTAFF were involved in the bank robbery and
that RAY was definitely not involved. SI 1552-C
stated he personally knows RAY and believes he
would have known if BAY had been in the Alton
area subsequent to April, 1967.

7. Area police departments have contacted informants
and have been unable to come, up with. any infor
mation to indicate either that RAY took part in
the bank robbery or was in the Alton area subse
quent to April, 1967.

.8. Parole officers MARION VAN FOSSEN and HOWARD
SHELTON contacted parolees and probationers 3
assigned to them and were unable to develop ary
information suggesting that RAY had been in'the
Alton area subsequent to April, 1967.

9. PAUL COUSLEY, Editor, Alton Evening Telegraph,
was confidentially contacted on several occasions
during the course of this investigation and he
advised -that sources of the newspaper and public
call-ins have been monitored since the MDR=f
case broke, however, because of the great deal
of publicity attached to JAMES EARL RAY and the
Alton area, additional emphasis was placed on

SI 44-561

vicinity where clothing and the shotgun were
recovered was intensified and photographs
displayed. No identification was made as the
result of this investigation.

5. Laundry and dry cleaning establishments in the
Greater Alton area were canvassed. Laundry and
dry cleaning symbols not positively identified
and photos of RAY and his associates were unfamiliar
to persons contacted.

6. Informants, particularly SI 1614-C and SI 1552-C,
have been given definite assignments in connection
with this matter. Information developed by them
has tended to indicate earlier suspects JOHN
MC CLINTOCK, HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON, and DELMAR
GRINDSTAFF were involved in the bank robbery and
that RAY was definitely not involved. SI 1552-C
stated he personally knows RAY and believes he
would have known if RAY had been in the Alton
area subsequent to April, 1967.

7. Area police departments have contacted informants
and have been unable to como up with any infor-
mation to indicate either that RAY took part in
the bank robbery or was in the Alton area subse-
quent to April, 1967.

8. Parole officers MARION VAN FOSSEN and HOWARD

SHELTON contacted parolees and probationers
assigned to them and were unable to develop any
information suggesting that RAY had been in the
Alton area subsequent to April, 1967.

9. PAUL COUSLEY, Editor, Alton Evening Telegraph,
was confidentially contacted on several occasions
during the course of this investigation and he
advised that sources of the newspaper and public
call-ins have been monitored since the MURKIN
case broke, however, because of the great deal
of publicity attached to JAMES EARL RAY and the
Alton area, additional emphasis was placed on

-2-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



8I 44-561

developing information concerning RAY. COUSLEY
stated that sources of the paper and public
call-ins developed no information to indicate
that RAY had returned to Alton after his escape
from the Missouri State Penitentiary.

10. Review of public records in Alton and at the
county seat of adison County in Edwardsville,
Illinois, were made against the name JAMES EARL
RAY and all known aliases without developing
any positive information.

UACS since investigation has failed to date to link
JAMES EARL RAY with the robbery of the Bank of Alton, Spring
field will discontinue submission of the daily teletype. In
its stead, weekly summary airtels will be submitted and con
tinuod emphasis will be placed on this matter.

-3-

SI 44-561

developing information concerning RAY. COUSLEY
stated that sources of the paper and public
call-ins developed no information to indicate
that RAY had returned to Alton after his escape
from the Missouri State Penitentiary.

10. Review of public records in Alton and at the
county soat of Madison County in Edwardsville,
Illinois, were made against the name JAMES EARL
RAY and all known aliases without developing
any positive information.

UACB since investigation has failed to date to link
JAMES EARL RAY with the robbery of the Bank of Alton, Spring-
field will discontinue submission of the daily teletype. In
its stead, weekly summary airtels will be submitted and con-
tinued emphasis will be placed on this matter.

-3-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



8/24/68

AIRTEL A~IMAIL

To: TnaDICTOR, am .(44-3a61)

PRCK SAC, SPRINUGE U (44-561) -P

SUBECT:MURKIN

Since May, 1988, daily intensive investigation has
been conducted conceraing the robbery of the Bank of Alton
on 7/13/67 with a view to deterainIg if JAMES EARL RAT
was a participant and used his share of the loot to finance
his subsequent trnve1 and activity.

A suary of investigation conducted is as follows:

1. Clothing recovered after the robbery of the
Bank of Alton as well as hair samples were con
pared at the FBI Laboratory with evidence
recovered in the MIKE case,. The laboratory.
reported that the hair samples in the two matters
were not identical.

2. Canvass of rooming houses, aapartmnts, hotels,
aad motela including display of photographs of
JAMES EARL BAY and associates was conducted
without effecting an identification.

3. Photographs of DAy and hie associates were dis
played to witnesses at the Bank of Alton with
out effec'ting identification.

4. Neighborhood Investigation in the vicinity of
the Bank of Alton and on 4th Street in the

- Bureau (44-38801)
. Springfield 6;44.561)

(1:91-3899)
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8/24/68

AIRTEL AIRMAIL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) -P-

SUBJECT:MURXIN

Since May, 1968, daily intensive investigation has
been conducted concerning the robbery of the Bank of Alton
on 7/13/67 with a view to determining if JAMES EARL RAY

was a participant and used his share of the loot to finance
his subsequent travel and activity.

A summary of investigation conducted is as follows:

1. Clothing recovered after the robbery of the
Bank of Alton as well as hair samples were com-
pared at the FBI Laboratory with evidence
recovered in the MURKIN case. The laboratory
reported that the hair samples in the two matters
were not identical.

2. Canvass of rooming houses, apartments, hotels,
and motels including display of photographs of
JAMES EARL RAY and associates was conducted
without effecting an identification.

3. Photographs of RAY and his ageociates were dis-
played to witnesses at the Bank of Alton with-
out effecting identification.

4. Neighborhood investigation in the vicinity of
the Bank of Alton and on 4th Street in the

3. - Bureau (44-38861)
3 - Springfield (2;44-561)

(1:91-3699)
RCH/jac
(6)

for Telro
SEARCHED

SERIALIZED Day
INDEXED

FILED the
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vicinity wbere clothing and the shotgun were
recovered was intensified and photographs
displayed. RNo identification was made as the
result of this investigation.

5. Laundry and dry cleaning establishments 4.n the
Greater Alton area were canvassed. Laundry and
dry cleaning symbols not positively identified
and photos of RY and his associates were unfamiliar
to persons contacted.

6. Informants, particularly S1 1814-C and -I1 1552-,
have been given definite assignments in connection
with this matter. Inforudd adeveloped by them

* - has tended to indicate earlier suspects JMIN
MC CLINTOCK, EAROL RICARD COFINGTON, and DEISAE
GRINDMAPP were involved in the bank robbery and
that RAY was definitely not involved. SI 1552-C
stated ho personally knows RAT and believes h
would have known if RAY had been in the Alton
area subsequent to April, 1967.

7. Area police departments have contacted informants
and have beon unable to come up with any infor
mation to indicate either that RAY took part in
the bank robbery or was in the Alton area subse
quent to April, 1967.

8. Parole otiheers MARION VAN FOSEN and ROIARD
SHELFCX0 contacted paroleps and probationers
assigned to them and were unable to develop any
informatinn suggesting that RAY had been in the
Alton orea subsequent to April, 1967.

9. PAUL COUSLEY, Editor, Alton Evening Telegrapb,
was confidentially contacted on several oocasions
during the course of this investigation and he
advised that sources of the newspaper and public
call-ins have been monitored since the 5UfIM0
case broke, however, because of the great deal
of publicity attached to JAMES EARL RAT and the
Alton urea, additional emphasis was placed on

..2.

SI 44-561

vicinity where clothing and the shotgun were
recovered was intensified and photographs
displayed. No identification was made as the
result of this investigation.

5. Laundry and dry cleaning establishments in the
Greater Alton area were canvassed. Laundry and
dry cleaning synbols not positively identified
and photos of RAY and his associates were unfamiliar
to persons contacted.

6. Informants, particularly SI 1614-C and SI 1552-C,
have been given definite assignments in connection
with this matter. Information developed by them
has tended to indicate earlier suspects JOHN
MC CLINTOCK, HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON, and DELMAR
GRINDSTAFF were involved in the bank robbery and
that RAY was definitely not involved. SI 1552-C
stated ho personally knows RAY and believes he
would have known if RAY had been in the Alton
area subsequent to April, 1967.

7. Area police departments have contacted informants
and have been unable to como up with any infor-
mation to indicate either that RAY took part in
the bank robbery or was in the Alton area subse-
quent to April, 1967.

8. Parole officers MARION VAN FOSSEN and HOWARD
SHELTON contacted parolens and probationers
assigned to them and were unable to develop any
information suggesting that RAY had been in the
Alton area subsequent to April, 1967.

9. PAUL COUSLEY, Editor, Alton Evening Telegraph,
was confidentially contacted on several occasions
during the course of this investigation and he
advised that sources of the newspaper and public
call-ins have been monitored since the MURKIN
case broke, however, because of the great deal
of publicity attached to JAMES EARL RAY and the
Alton area, additional emphasis was placed on
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developing information concerning RAT. COUSLEY
stated that sources of the paper and public
call-ins developed no information to indicate
that RAY had returned to Alton after his escape
from tho Vissouri State Penitentiary.

10. Review of public records in Alto and at the
county seat of Madison County in Edwardaville,
Illinois, were made against the name JAMES EARL
RAY and all known aliases without developing
any positive informat ion.

UAC4 sinee investigation has tailed to date to link
JAMES EARL RAT with the robbery of the Dank of Alton, Spring
field will discontinue submission of the daily teletype. In
its stead, weekly summary airtels will. be submitted and con
tinued emphasis will be placed on this atter.

-3-.
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developing information concerning RAY. COUSLEY
stated that sources of the paper and public
call-ins developed no information to indicate
that RAY had returned to Alton after his escape
from the Hissouri State Penitentiary.

10. Review of public records in Alton and at the
county seat of Madison County in Edwardsville,
Illinois, were made against the name JAMES EARL
RAY and all known aliases without developing
any positive information.

UACB since investigation has failed to date to link
JAMES EARL RAY with the robbery of the Bank of Alton, Spring-
field will discontinue submission of the daily teletype. In
its stead, weekly summary airtels will be submitted and con-
tinued emphasis will be placed on this matter.
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Date: 8/28/68 I
I

Transmit the following in
(Type in plointext or code)

Via TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

----------------------------------------------------------- ---

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (iP)

MURKIN

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU EIGHT TWENTY SEVEN LAST.

SI ON FIVE FIVE TWO-C CONTACTED TODAY RE INFO ON ROBERT

UISUSTAi&ONeFURNISHED BY EAST ALTON P.D. INFORMANT SUBSTAN

TIATED PREVIOUS INTELLIGENCE INDICATING STANTON PREFERS FORTY

FIVE CALIBER AUTOMATIC. STATES STANTON HAS WIDE ACQUAINTANCE

AMONG CRIMINAL ELEMENT IN GREATER ALTON AREA AND COULD WELL

HAVE ACCESS TO ENOUGH INFO ABOUT THE BANK OF ALTON TO PULL

BR. EXPRESSED DOUBT, HOWEVER, THAT STANTON WOULD PULL BR,

STATING HE PREFERRED BURGLARIES.

PCI LARRY R. MANNS CONTACTED AND GIVEN ASSIGNMENT TO

DEVELOP INFO ON HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON AND DELMAR GRINDSTAFF.

COPIES MAILED CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, AND ST. LOUIS. P

~ SI 44-561
1 - CHICAGO (44-1114)
1 - MEMPHIS (44-1987) (AM)
1 - ST. LOUIS (44-775) SEARCHED...... ... ..... ...

SERIALIZED, .. ,a
RCH/ral INDEXE ..
(4) FILED.. ..........

Approved: 1 Sent 2 M Per
Special ent-ii Charge
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FB I

Date: 8/28/68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via TELETYPE URGENT

(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (1P)

MURKIN

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU EIGHT TWENTY SEVEN LAST.

SI ONE FIVE FIVE TWO-C CONTACTED TODAY RE INFO ON ROBERT

LOUIS STANTON FURNISHED BY EAST ALTON P.D. INFORMANT SUBSTAN-

TIATED PREVIOUS INTELLIGENCE INDICATING STANTON PREFERS FORTY

FIVE CALIBER AUTOMATIC. STATED STANTON HAS WIDE ACQUAINTANCE

AMONG CRIMINAL ELEMENT IN GREATER ALTON AREA AND COULD WELL

HAVE ACCESS TO ENOUGH INFO ABOUT THE BANK OF ALTON TO PULL

BR. EXPRESSED DOUBT, HOWEVER, THAT STANTON WOULD PULL BR,

STATING HE PREFERRED BURGLARIES.

PCI LARRY R. MANNS CONTACTED AND GIVEN ASSIGNMENT TO

DEVELOP INFO ON HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON AND DELMAR GRINDSTAFF.

COPIES MAILED CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, AND ST. LOUIS. P

SI 44-561
1 - CHICAGO (44-1114)
1 - MEMPHIS (44-1987) (AM)
1 - ST. LOUIS (44-775) SEARCHED

SERIALIZED AmRCH/ral SINDEXED

(4)pol FILED DQM

May Ru
44-561-765

Approved: Sent 233/ PM PerDDM
Special Agent in Charge
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