. FD-384(Rev. 5-22-64) . . ‘

FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

PAGE TWO

OF ABOVE LISTED SUSPECTS AND WHO MIGHT BE WILLING TO TALK.
INFORMATION FURNISHED BY INFORMANT BEING FOLLOWED

CLOSELY AND PERSONS NAMED WILL BE LOCATED AND INTERVIEWED,

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, AND ST, LOUIS. P,

Approved: Sent M Per
\\ Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI WASH DC
250

PM URGENT 8-1-68 DJM

T0: PIRECTORs FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (P1)
MURKIN.

RE SPRINGFIELP TELETYPE TO BUREAU JULY THIRTYONE LAST-

ROBERT L. STANTON INTERVIEWED MABISON COUNTY JAIL,
EDWARDSVILLE, ILLINOISs DENIES COMPLICITY IN BANK ROBBERY
AT THE BANK OF ALTON.

STANTON® MEETS PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION UNSUB NUMBER ONE
IN ABOVE BANK ROBBERYs HAS HISTORY OF USING AUTOMATIC PISTOL
SIMILAR TO THAT USED BY UNSUB NUMBER ONE AND EMPLOYED PART
TIME FOR CAB COMPANY WHICH HAS STAND DIRECTLY ACROSS STREET
FROM BANK.

'STANTON REPORTED INVESTED HEAVILY IN NEW CABS SHORTLY
AFTER BANK ROBBERY.

ALL OF ABOVE BEING FOLLOWEP CLOSELY TO VERIFY AND STANTON
WILL BE INTERVIEWED. |

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS ANP ST. LOUIS. Pe.

END. {

EXJ

FEL WASH BC | . SEARCHED. .oy
. SERIALIZED...... /(,Z 2.
INDEXED .
FILED

LS-5C - S

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI WASH DC
Se0

PM URGENT 8-2-68 BJM

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC», SPRINGFIELP (44-561) (2PP)
MURKIN.

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATEP AUGUST ONE,
LAST.

ST SIXTEEN FOURIEEN DASH G ABVISED TODAY HE HAS
DEVELOPED INFORMATIONA THAT ON THE MORNING OF ROBBERY THE
RANK OF ALTON HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON» DELMER GRINDSTAFF
AND JOHN MC CLINTOCK WERE IN STOLEN NINETEEN FIFTY-THREE
BUICK WHITE OVER BLUE DOOR3 THAT COVINGTON WAS WEARING
DARK BLUE WINDBREAKER» JACKET, AND GLOVES, GRINDSTAFF WAS
' WEARING LIGHT BLUE AIR FORCE TYPE COVERALLS. CLOTHING
DESCRIBED BY INFORMANT POSSIBLY IDENTICAL TO THAT UTILIZED
T0 UNSUBS INSTANT BR. INﬁORMANT.FOLLOWING INFORMATION
QLOSELY TO DETERMINE ACTIVITIES OF COVINGTON» GRINDSTAFF»
AND MC CLINTOCK DURING DAY OF ROBBERY AND UNTIL COVINGTON
AND MC CLINTOCK LEFT ALTON FOR CALIFORNIA SHORTLY AFTER BR.

'INFORMANT FURNISHED NAMES OF BILL DIXON AND GEORGE GOFF

AS PERSONS WHO POSSIBLY HAVE INFORMATION CONCERNING ACTIVITIES

SLA N34 svas reTraren
T TAsE ) SR N“@h 0/7%
INDERED.. . -

(120 —_

Yol SCr TS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO

OF ABOVE LISTED SUSPECTS AND WHO MIGHT BE WILLING TO 'TALK.
INFORMATION FURNISHEP BY INF'dRMANT BEING FOLLOWED

CLOSELY AND PERSONS NAMED WILL BE LOCATED AND INTER'VIENED.
MATIL COPItS TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS. Pe

END .

OOR PAGE 1 LINE 5 OF 2ND. PARS. SHOULD READ TWO-DOOR
END,

JTM

FBI WASH DC

P

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 {Rev. 5-22-64) . ) .

FBI
Date: 8/5/68

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)
Vi TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

________________________________________________ N S

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM : SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (1 P)

MURKIN,

RE>SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST TWO, LAST.

BACKGROUND DATA BEING DEVELOPED ON ALL NEW SUSPECTS
UNCOVERED DURING INTENSIVE INVESTIGATION OVER PAST SEVERAL
WEEKS. ON COMPLETION BACKGROUND DATA, ALL WILL BE INTENSIVELY
INTERVIEWED AND ALIBIES CHECKED OUT,

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, AND ST, LOUIS. P,

C%:L Springfield {44-561) 1 - Chicago (44-1114) (AM)

<RCH :skr 1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM)
(1) /@/ 1 - St. Louis (44-T7%0(AW)y
A SERISLIZED..... A2
N,
/ ENESy Wﬂ.
Approved: /& Sent \5’2 72 M Per /@/Wx

Special Agent in Charge

S SES

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI WASH DC

FBI SPRNGFLD
329PM URGENT 8-5-68 DMJ
TO DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561)
MURKIN«

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST TWO», LAST.
BACKGROUND DATA BEING DEVELOPED ON ALL NEW SUSPECTS
UNCOVERED DURING INTENSIVE INVESTIGATION OVER PAST SEVERAL
WEEKS. ON COMPLETION BACKGROUND DATA, ALL WILL BE INTENSIVELY
INTERVIEWED AND ALIBIES CHECKED OUT. |
MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, AND ST. LOUIS. Pe
END |
SLB

EBI VASH DC

SIIALDE T
\NDERED e e ,
Fuﬁnmmmwg’ .......

L SES~ TS C

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) . .

FBI
Date: 8~-6-68

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT
. ’ v (Type in plaintext or code)
Via TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (¢ 1)

MURKIN,

CONTINUING.

PART IN ANY BR NOR DID HE HAVE LARGE AMOUNTS OF CASEﬂ
HE FREELY TALKED ABOUT BURGLARY ACTIVITIES.

WHICH MAY DEVELOP,
MAIL COPIES CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST, LOUIS, P,

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU AUGUST FIVE LAST,
BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON NEWLY DEVELOPED SUSPECTS

PHYLLIS GRINDSTAFF, WIFE OF DELMAR GRINDSTAFF, ADVISED
HER HUSBAND LEFT FOR CIVILIAN EMPLOYMENT IN VIET NAM AUGUST
ONE LAST. STATES HE IS CLOSE ASSOCIATE OF JOHN MC CLINTOCK
AND CLOSELY PARALLELS DESCRIPTION OF NUMBER ONE ROBBER AT
BANK OF ALTON. STATES, HOWEVER, HE NEVER MENTIONED TAKING

STATES

MARION ANN FOSSEN AND HOWARD SHELTON, ILLINOIS STATE
PAROLE OFFICERS REPORT NO POSITIVE RESULTS OF CONTACTS WITH
PAROLEES AND PROBATIONERS, WILL REPORT FURTHER CONTACTS

éﬁV Springfield (44-561) Convesen
1 - Chicago (44-1114) (AM) ff“““‘J
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM) SRIALIZED. ...
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM) INDEKED e
RCH:ras Y TR 7
@y—* ////
Approved: /M Sent % 2£Z 2w Perﬁﬁ%’)

L
Special Agent in Charge

< SC S T

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI WASH DC

342

PM URGENT 8-6-68 DJM

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (€44-38861)

FROM: SAC» SPRINGFIELD (44-561)  (Pe1)
MURKIN.

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU AUGUST FIVE LAST.

BACKGROUND INFORMATIONA ON NEWLY DEVELOPED SUSPECTS
CONTINUING.

PHYLLIS GRINDSTAFF; WIFE OF DELMAR GRINDSTAFF, ADVISED
HER HUSBAND LEFT FOR,CIVILIAN EMPLOYMENT IN VIET NAM AyGUST
ONE LAST. STATES HE IS CLoés ASSOCIATE OF JOHN MC CLINTOCK
AND CLOSELY PARALLELS DESCRIPTION OF NUMBER ONE ROBBER AT
BANK OF ALTON. STATES, HOWEVER, HE NEVER MENTiONEB TAKING
PART IN ANY BR NOR DID HE HAVE LARGE AMOUNTS OF CASH. srArts
~ HE FREELY TALKED ABOUT BURGLARY ACTIVITIES.

MARION . ANN FOSSEN AND HowARD-SHELTON: ILLINOIS STATE
PAROLE:OFFICERS REPORT NO POSITIVE RESULTS OF CONTACTS WITH
PAROLEES AND PROBATIONERS. WILL REPORT FURTHER CONTACTS
WHICH MAY DEVELOP.

MAIL COPIES CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOyls. Pe.

FNDe. -
EXJ . SEARCHED ... i
' SERIAUZED,,.,.,,“", I
FBI WASH DC \ ‘ INDEXED......crrgg e
FILED A%z
P
<) Sl DD

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. $-22-64) . .

FBI
Date: 8/7/68
PLAINTEXT

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Vig TELETYPE URGENT

(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (2 PP)

MURKIN,

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST SIX,
LAST.

SI SIXTEEN FOURTEEN DASH C ADVISED TODAY HE DEVELOPED
INFORMATION CONCERNING PERPETRATION OF BANK ROBBERY, THE
BANK OF ALTON, JULY THIRTEEN, NINETEEN SIXTY-SEVEN, THE
RELIABILITY OF WHICH HE HAS BEEN UNABLE TO DETERMINE AT
THIS TIME, INFORMATION INDICATES PERSONS ENTERING BANK WERE
HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON AND DELMAR GRINDSTAFF; THAT JOHN
MC CLINTOCK WAS WHEEL MAN DRIVING STOLEN NINETEEN FIFTY-
THREE BUICK; THAT UNSUBS ESCAPED THROUGH TEN FOOT HEBGE
AT REAR OF BANK AND MET MC CLINTOCK ON BROWN STREET AFTER
WHICH THEY ESCAPED VIA LITTLE USED ROADS TO VICINITY OF
FOURTH AND BROADWAY, SWITCHING TO NINETEEN FIFTY-SEVEN
PLYMOUTH, SUBJECTS LATER THAT NIGHT DISPOSED OF BUICK IN
@ - springfield (44-561)

1 - Chicago (44-1114) (AM) Sl R
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM) SRR e

1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM) Shygu;&a“““”v .

RCH :skx;éq) ENL‘ﬁ

(4) = - e Worn
Approved: '[’/ Sent _ ¥ ¥I~ Z M Per /‘Z,ﬁfh;v/‘

Special kgent in Charge

S Sy IVF

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) . ‘
-

FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via

(Priority)

PAGE TWO
STONE QUARRY, WEST ALTON, MISSOURI.

INFORMANT INDICATES BANK LOOT SPLIT FIVE WAYS BETWEEN
ABOVE THREE SUBJECTS AND ROGER ALLEN, TAVERN OWNER, AND
LEON KOHLER, SUSPECTED FENCE,

INFORMANT CONTINUING EFFORTS TO VERIFY COMPLICITY
OF ABOVE LISTED SUBJECTS AND DETERMINE PERSONS WHO CAN
VERIFY

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOU¥S. P.

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



'FBI WASH DC

445

PM URGENT 8-7-68 DJM

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC» SPRINGFIELD (44-561)
MMURKIN,

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST SIX.
LAST.

S1 SIXTEEN FOURTEEN DASH C ADVISED TbDAY HE DEVELOPED
;NFORMAT:ON CONCERN!NG PERPETRAT!ON OF BANK ROBBER?: THE
BANK OF ALTON, JULY THIRTEEN; NINETEEN SIXTYfSEVEN; iHE
RELIABILITY OF WH;?H HE HAS BEEN UNABLE TO DETERM!NE AT
THIS TIME. INFORMATION INDICATES PERSONS ENTERING BANK WERE
HAROLD RICHARD COV!NGTON AND DELMAR GRINDSTAFF; THAT JOHN
MC CLINTOCK WAS WHEEL MAN DR!VING STOLEN N!NETEEN F;FTY-
THREE BU!CK?THAT UNSUBS ESCAPED»THROUGH TEN FOOT HEbGE
AT REAR OF BANK AND ME% MC CL!NTOQK ON BROWN STREET AFTER
WHIQH THEY ESCAPED VIA LITTLE USED ROADS TO VICIN!TY OF
FOURTH AND.BROADWAY; SWITCHING TO NINETEENLFIFTYfSEVEN
PLYMOUTHf SUBJECTS LATER THAT NIGHT DISPOSED OF gz}cKJgN— /4///
END PAGE ONE TR DY »

SERIALIZREL. 4(2%¢ .............
LTI R —

FILED 123~

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO
STONE QUARRY, WEST ALTON, MISSOURI.

INFORMANT INDICATES BANK LOOT SPLIT FIVE WAYS BETVEEN
ABOVE THREE SUBJECTS AND ROGER ALLEN, TAVERN OWNER,AND
LEON KOHLER, SUSPECTED FENCE.

INFORMANT CONTINUING EFFORTS TO VERIFY CONPLICITY
OF ABOVE LISTED SUBJECTS AND DETERMINE PERSONS WHO CAN
VERIFY. '

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS.
mA .

FBI WASH DC

X

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.Oj 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) l ‘

FBI
Date: 8/8/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via TELETYPE URGENT

(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) - P -
MURKIN
RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST SEVEN LAST,
SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR - C ADVISED TODAY HE HAS BEEN UNABLE
TO FURTHER VERIFY INFORMATION SET FORTH IN REFERENCED TEL,
HOWEVER, HE IS CONTINUING EFFORTS TO IDENTIFY PERSONS WHO COULD
ASSIST IN VERIFICATION,

" ROBERT L, STAﬁTON REITERATED DENIAL HE WAS INVOLVED IN
ROBBERY AT BANK OF ALTON, HOWEVER, HE STATED HE HAS SOME INFOR-
MATION, WHICH HE FEELS MIGHT BE OF ASSISTANCE, HE STATES HE
HAS TO "THINK IT OVER" BEFORE DIVULGING INFORMATION, STANTON
WILL BE RECONTACTED AT AN EARLY DATE TO ELICITN FURTHER INFOR-
MATION FROM HIM, |

" MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST, LOUIS,

(i;/[ Springfield (44-561)

1 - Chicago (44-1114) (AM)
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM)
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM)

RCH/t1 |
) b AL ED e
G ALTEED e

iR

CI NI e rem

Approved: 4/ Sent %ﬁ/éY’M Per 4{};,,;\

Specicll%ent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI WASH DC

FBI SPRNGFLD BN
446PM URGENT §-8-68 DMJ
TO DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561)
MURKIN.

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST SEVEN LAST.

'ST ONE SIX ONE F~R - C ADVISED TODAY HE HAS BEEN UNABLE
TO FURTHER VERIFY INFORMATION SET FL~TH IN REFERENCED TEL.
HOWEVER, HE IS CONTINUING EFFORTS TO IDENTIFY PERSONS WHO COULD
ASSIST IN VERIFICATION.

ROBERT Le STANTON REITERATED DENIAL HE WAS INVOLVED IN
ROBBERY AT BANK OF ALTON, HOWEVER, HE STATED HE HAS SOME INFOR-
MATION, WHICH HE FEELS MIGHT BE OF ASSISTANCE. HE STATES HE
HAS TO_ "THINK 1T OVER" BEFORE DIVULGING INFORMATION. STANTON
WILL BE RECONTACTED AT AN EARLY DATE TO ELICIT FURTHER INFOR
MATION FROM HIM.

MAIL COPEIS TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. L-IS.
END |
CORR: PARA 2 LINE 1 SHD BE FOUR-C; LINE 2 SHD BE SET FORTH IN

LAST LINE SHD READ AND ST. LOUIS.

R SEARCHED .y
JTM StRIALZED..... LlrAz
, INDEXED. ..o .
FBI WASH DC FILED ... L.

S FE S~ P

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) ‘ ' .

FBI &1 (cr/

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

:
Transmit the following in __ PLAINTEXT . :
|

|
S|
|

Date: 8/9/68
(Type in plaintext or code)
v TELETYPE ~URGENT DEFEL f & ,\
1(1 (Priority)
________________________________________________ e -
TO: DIRECTOR; FBI (44-38861)
FROM:  SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

SUBJECT: MURKIN |

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST EIGHT,
LAST.

SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR - C ADVISED HE IS ATTEMPTING TO
CONFACT THREE PERSONS WHO ARE BELIEVED ABLE TO PLACE HAROLD
RICHARD COVINGTON, DELMAR GRINDSTAFF, AND JOHN MC CLINTOCK IN
STOLEN FIFTYTHREE BUICK AND LATER IN FIFTYSEVEN PLYMOUTH ON
DAY OF BR, THE BANK OF ALTON; FURTHER THEY CAN TESTIFY COVINGTON
WEARING DARK BLUE WINDBREAKER AND GRINDSTAFF WEARING LIGHT BLUE
COVERALLS. | _

PHYLIS GRINDSTAFF, WIFE OF DELMAR, STATES SHE CANNOT
RECAIL.COVERALLS, NOR CAN SHE RECALL DELMAR'S ACTIVITIES ON DAY
OF BR. |

COPIES MAILED TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, AND ‘ST. LOUIS. P.

@swingfield (44-561)
-M

“Memphis (44-1114) SEARCHED
1-Chicago (44-1987) e T e
1-St. Louls (44-775) - fﬁgiﬁ'f"/@?w_.
RCH/mab . et
(4)/ _/h4449/ . FILED, 202,

Y féé a Jso Z’F :

Approved: /(% “M/ Sent M 7/"; (/DM Per,QJ_/<

Spec?al [ggrlxt in Charge _

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FBI WASH DC

FBI SPRNGFLD
421PM DEFERRED 8/10/68 DJK
TO DIRECTOR (44-38861)

FROM  SPRINGFIELD (44-561)
MURKIN

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST EIGHT,
LAST.

SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR-C ADVISED HE IS ATTEMPTING TO
CONTACT THREE PERSONS WHO ARE BELIEVED ABLE TO PLACE HAROLD
RICHRARD CONVINGTON, DELMAR GRINDSTAFF, AND JOHN MC CLINTOCK IN
STOLEN FIFTYTHREE. BUICK AND LATER IN FIFTYSEVEN PLYMOUTH ON
DAY OF BR, THE BANK'OF ALTON; FURTHER THEY CAN TESTIFY CONVINGTON
VEARING DARK BLUE WINDBREAKER AND GRINDSTAFF WEARING LIGHT BLUE
COVERALLS. |

PHYLLS GRINDSTAFF, WIFE OF DELMAR, STATES SHE CANNOT
RECALL COVERALLS, NOR CAN SHE RECALL DELMAR'S ACTIVITIES ON DAY
OF BR.

COPIES MAILED TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, AND ST. LOUIS, O.

END
EXJ
FBI WASH DC
. SEARCHED...... oG aemen
SURIALY ZED/ﬂ%’W
INDEXED:.
‘ 1L G:T)AY’W
N S 5 - /;g

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) i '
. ¢ .
- ®

l
|
|
|
|
|
FBI |
|
Date: 8/12/68 [
|
) o PLAINTEXT |
Transmit the following in e i Taiient or o0 d?) :
|
Via TELETYPE URGENT 4
(Priority) |
e Lo __
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (2 PP)

MURKIN.,

RE SPRiNGFIELD TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR DATED AUGUS'I""H:HE,—TF”’
LAST,

ROBERT RIZZI, DEPUTY, MADISON COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE,
EDWARDSVILLE, ILLINOIS, ADVISED AUGUST TWELVE, INSTANT,
DELMAR GRINDSTAFF, BELIEVED ARRESTED BY THAT DEPARTMENT
FOR POSSESSION OF SAWED OFF SHOTGUN IN COLLINSVILLE,
ILLINOIS. HE ADVISED THAT HE BELIEVED GRINDSTAFF ARRESTED
IN THE COMPANY OF JOHN MC CLINTOCK. RIZZI1 ADVISED HE WOULD
OBTAIN ALL THE INFORMATION HIS OFFICE HAS ON GRINDSTAFF
AND FURNISH IT TO THE FBI. RIZZI FURTHER ADVISED THAT
WILLIE LEE HAS AN APPOINTMENT WITH THE PUBLIC DEFENDER,
ROBERT TRONE, MADISON COUNTY COURT HOUSE, ON THE MORNING
OF AUGUST SIXTEEN, NEXT, EXACT TIME UNKNOWN,

SPRINGFIELD WILL ATTEMPT TO INTERVJEW WILLIE LEE AT

Springfield (44-561
St. Louis (44-775)
Memphis (44-1987)(
Chicago (44-1114) (AM)
:skr /]
)

<7

Approved: C/W Sent Vﬁ//é“ M Per 04,27-
Special Age&t’in C argy 4/(./\_5\é/ 75_\/

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

70
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) q
- ® ®

|
|
|
[
|
[
FBI |
Date: :
|
Transmit the following in '
(T'ype in plaintext or code) ]I
|
Via _
(Priority) |
e L
PAGE TWO
MADISON COUNTY COURT HOUSE IN EDWARDSVILLE, ILLINOIS, ON
AUGUST SIXTEEN, NEXT, AND WILL OBTAIN INFORMATION PERTAINING
TO DELMAR GRINDSTAFF, WILL KEEP BUREAU ADVISED OF DEVELOP-
MENTS. P.
Approved: Sent M Per

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBL WASH DC

449

PM URGENT 8-12-68 DJM

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)  (2PP)
MURKIN.

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR DATED AUGUST TEN,
LasT.

ROBERT RIZZI, DEPUTY, MADISON COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFICE,
EDWARDSVILLE, ILLINOIS, ADVISED AUGUST TWELVE, INSTANT,
DELMAR GRINDSTAFF, BELIEVED ARRESTED BY THAT DEPARTMENT
FOR POSSESSION OF SAWED OFF SHOTGUN IN COLLINSVILLE,
ILLINOIS. HE ADVISED THAT HE BELIEVED GRINDSTAFF ARRESTED
IN THE COMPANY OF JOHN MC CLINTOCK. RIZZI ADVISED HE WOULD
OBTAIN ALL THE INFORMATION HIS OFFICE HAS ON GRINDSTAFF
AND FURNISH IT TO THE FBI. RIZZI FURTHER ADVISED THAT
WILLIE LEE HAS AN APPOINTMENT WITH THE PUBLIC DEFENDER,
ROBERT TRONE, MADISON COUNTY COURT HOUSE, ON THE MORNING
OF AUGUST SIXTEEN., &EXT, EXACT TIME UNKNOWN.

SPRINGFI ELD 'W!LL "ATTEMPT TO !NTERV;EW Wl LL; E LEE AT

END PAGE ONE | ’ SEARCHH}zzziéémmmd

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO
MADISON COUNTY COURT HOUSE IN EDWARDSVILLE, ILLINOIS, ON
AUGUST SIXTEEN, NEXT, AND WILL OBTAIN INFORMATION PERTAINING

TO DELMAR GRINDSTAFF. WILL KEEP BUREAU ADVISED OF DEVELOP-

MENTS. P.
END.

GMA S
FBI WASH DC

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 9 é

|
|
|
|
|
FBI :
Date: 8/13/68 :
|
|
|
|
|
|

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT
: (Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE URGENT

Via
(Priority)

________________________________________________ L

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN

RE SPRINGFIELD TEEETYPE TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST
TWELVE, NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT.

SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR - C ADVISED HE HAD BEEN UNABLE
TO GATHER FURTHER INFORMATION CONCERNING HAROLD RICHARD
COVINGTON AND ASSOCIATES., HE ADVISED HE WOULD CONTINUE TO
DEVELOP INFORMATION THAT WOULD AID IN THE INVESTIGATION OF THE
BANK ROBBERY OF THE BANK OF ALTON.

WILL CONTINUE EFFORTS TO INTERVIEW WILLIE LEE AND
OTHER ASSOCIATES OF HAROLD COVINGTON AND WILL KEEP THE BUREAU
ADVISED.

AIRMAIL COPIES OF THIS TELETYPE HAVE BEEN SENT

TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, ANDST. LOUIS.

@Spriﬂgfield (44-561)

1 - Chicago (44-1114) (AM) SEARCHED g
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM) SERIALIZER (/
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM) pExsn__
FEC: jah FELED,__{(%___ """
(4) B
A
o
¢O/ ] ;T
Ve 57 QL
Approved: vch/ 8’ p Sent ] L M Per SR
Speciadl/Adent in C} Tge qu‘ ) //_‘ 79_

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI WASH DC ‘ _ _ L :

FBI SPRNGFLD
540PM URGENT 8-13-68 DJK
TO DIRECTOR (44-38861)

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561) 1P
" MURKIN

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST TWELVE» LASTe

SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR - C ADVISED HE HAD BEEN UNABLE TO GATHER
FURTHER INFORMATION CONCERNING HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON AND ASSOCIATES.
HE ADVISED ME WOULD CONTINUE TO DEVELOP INFORMATION THAT WOULD AIR IN
'THE INVESTIGATION OF THE BANK ROBBERY OF THE BANK OF ALTON.

WILL CONTINUE EFFORTS TO INTERVIEW WILLIE LEE AND OTHER
ASSOCIATES OF HAROLD COVINGTON AND WILL KEEP THE BUREAU ADVISED.

AIRMAIL COPIES OF THIS TELETYPE HAVE BEEN SENT TO CHICAGOS
MEMPHIS, AND ST. LOUIS.

CORR: LINE 4, WORD 11, "AID"™

© END

JITM

FBI WASH DC SEARCIRED. .
' SERIALIZED.

DNDEXE@W“ZjZ%;:W._tT
o (L

Y —SE/— s

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI
Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)
Via __ TELETYPE URGENT

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
1
Date: 8/14/68 |
|
|
|
|
|
|

(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (PP, )
MURKIN
RE SITEL TO BUREAU AUGUST THIRTEEN, LAST,
DON SANDIDGO, DETECTIVE, ALTON, ILL., PD, ADVISED THAT JgDY

MILLER, WOODRIVER ILL,, HAD BEEN CLOSELY ASSOCEATED WITH JOHN
g S Lty rgud gagfich Ao L

n”‘%\(&J“CLI‘I\‘_ITO K.AND .£§E?JR¥GFQngEOV;NGTON DURING NINETEEN

SIXTYSEVEN AND JANUARf AND FEBRUARY, NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT. HE
ADVISED SHE MIGHT POSSIBLY BE ABLE TO FURNISH INFORMATION
CONCERNING THEIR ACTIVITIES DURING THAT TIME,

SPRINGFIELD, AT ALTON, WILL ATTEMPT TO LOCATE AND
INTERVIEW JUDY MILLER CONCERNING HER KNOWLEDGE OF HAROLD RICHARD
COVINGTON AND JOHN MC CLINTOCK.

WILL KEEP BUREAU ADVISED.

AM COPIES SENT MEMPHIS, ST. LOUIS AND CHICAGO,

(1) - Springfield (44-561)

1 - St. Louis (44-775) SEARCHED, e ™
1 - Memphis (44-1987) smUAuLm1¢§7""m.w
1 - Chicago (44-1114) ,

FEC:mp

@ m b

Approved: % -
Special AgLnt i®Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI WASH DC
446

PM URGENT 8-14-68 DJM
TO: DIRECTOR» FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (1P

MURKIN
RE SITEL TO BUREAU AUGUST THIRTEEN, LAST.
DON SANDIDGO, DETEGTIVE, ALTON, ILL., PD., AD-
VISED THAT JUDY MILLER, WOODRIVER, ILLINOIS, HAD BEEN CLOSELY
ASSOCIATED WITH JOHN MCCLINTOCK AND HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON
DURING NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN AND JANUARY AND FEBRUARY, NINETEEN
SIXKTYEIGHT. HE ADVISED SHE MIGHT POSSIBLY BE ABLE TO FURNISH
INFORMATION CONCERNING THEIR ACTIVITIES DURING THAT TIME.
SPRINGFIELD, AT ALTON, WILL ATTEMPT TO LOCATE AND
" INTERVIEW JUDY MILLER CONCERNING HER KNOWLEDGE OF HAROLD RICHARD
COVINGTON AND JOHN MC CLINTOCK.
 WILL KEEP BUREAU ADVISED.
| AM COPIES SENT MEMPHIS , ST. LOUIS AND GHICAGO.
END. |
LPT
FBI WASH DC

SEARTHED ..o

SERIALVIED e 277

INDEXED._ .

(Y772

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) ‘ ’ ‘

|

|

|

|

|

|

FBI |

Date: 8/15/68 o

= |

Transmit the following in /@M '

(Type in plaintext or code) :
. TELETYPE URGENT

Via .

(Priority) i

— e —— — — — - — bt i ey s o e s s e e e . i i . e e e e, e e e, . it e e e s . L ———————— — —

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM:  SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (1 PG)
MURKIN
RE SPRINGFIELD AIRTEL TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST

FIFTEEN LAST.

EE AND WILL ARRANGE

PUBLIC DEFENDER ROBERT TRONE APVISED HE WOULD HAVE
NO OBJECTION TO INTERVIEW OF WILLIE

INTERVIEW AT EARLY DATE. {
ILLINOIS STATE PATROL OFFICERS HOWARD SHELTON
AND MARION VAN FOSSEN ADVISED THEY HAVE COMPLETED
CONTACT WITH PAROLEES AND PROBATIONERS; HAVE DEVELOPED
NO INFORMATION RE BR AT THE BANK OF ALTON OR PRESENCE
OF JAMES EARL RAY IN ALTON DURING JULY, NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN,

MAIL COPIES SENT CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, ANDZ8T. LOUIS,

/EEZ;>Spr1ngfleld (1: 44-561)
(1: =3699) (Bank of AltohYRTHE

1 - Chicago (44-1114) (AM) «EiAL&EDaﬁ%ﬁ .

1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM) fN’i"b‘%Dz.xﬁﬂ.Zn

1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM) wp A%
RCH: jah

) 4/</- 54/- ey

&\) » 8
» .Z// .
Approved: Sent % M Per o
Special Agefit i harge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI WASH DC
428PM URGENT 8-15-68 DJM
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (1PG)
MURKIN
RE SPRINGFIELD AIRTEL TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST

FIFTEEN LAST.
PUBLIC DEFENDER ROBERT TRONE ADVISED HE WOULD HAVE
NO OBJECTION TO INTERVIEW OF WILLIE LEE AND WILL ARRANGE .
INTERVIEW AT EARLY DATE.
ILLINOIS STATE PATROL OFFICERS HOWARD SHELTON
AND MARION VAN FOSSEN ADVISED THEY HAVE COMPLETED
CONTACT WITH PAROLEES AND PROBATIONERS; HAVE DEVELOPED
NO INFORMATION RE BR AT THE BANK OF ALTON OR PRESENCE
OF JAMES EARL RAY IN ALTON DURING JULY, NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN.
MAIL COPIES SENT TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS.
END.
EXJ
FBI WASH DC

HLE -5 /- 7T

SEARCHED... —
SEmAUZEDz_gQ% fza/) .

INDEXED. ...oeccrrees
FHED<K£%?QW?

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rav. 5-22-64] . ‘

FBl

Date: 8/11%/{)8

Transmit the follewing in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via E TR THEL ReGiSTERED MATL
(Priority)

FROM SAC, BALTIMORE {hh-559) (P)

SUBJEGT: MURKIN (ftg/gL/

Re Bureau airtel 7/29/68; Chicago airtel to
Dirvector, T/24/68. '

ed for Springfield are two se lists
f cleaning establishiments, one of members of ths National
ity i Cleaners and the second non-membpers cf that
rn., {Both lis%s are in the form of labsls on a

On 8/12/66, MRS, CECIL BONIS, National
§)

of Dry Cleaning; 909 Burlington Avernue, Silver Spri
Mardand, made avallabvle the avcve describad enclo

.

As per prilor correspondence, Springfileid will
utillize the enclosed labels,

3

NAWS}

VIL) (ATRMATL)
EGISTERED ATKMATL)
REGISTERED AIRMLIL)

[

- NS GISTERED ATRMAIL)
- Chicago !: STERED AIRMAIL)

Paltimore e

e Y -
nam

=
ey

TG b e e
et

<
s
o
I
(S
o\ Y H
i' \
14

.
L) VY

[
Approved: . Sent M Per

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) . ‘ '
FBI

Date: g /11 /68

Transmit the following in

{Type in plaintext or code)

— e e e e e — e

Vig ATRTE L REGISTERED MAIL
(Priority)
e e o o e e e e e o e e et e e o o e o m o e o et e o e r e e e o o et o o e oo o o o A e
7O : DIRECTOR, FBIL (44-38361)
FROM : SAC, BALTIMORE (44-669) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Bureau airtel 7/09/08 Chicago airtel to
Director, 7/24/68,

Enclosed for Sprﬁngfield are two sevarate lists
of cleaning establishments, one of members of the National
Institute of Dry L,leancrs and the second non-nembers of that
org,ax;kzawﬂn. ('“i,f: lists are in the form of labels on a
taps).

On 8/12/68, MRS. CECIL BONIS, National Institute
of Dry Cleaning, 909 Burlington Avenue, Silver Spring,
Maxyland, made avallable the above described enclosures.

As per px‘d.o*" correspondence; Springfield willl
utilize the enclosed labels.

3 - Bureau (REJ]STFRFD MATIT,)
2~~ Memphis RbGi"T?& WAIL) ATRMAIL)
(5)- Springfield (Bnd REGT°TLR 7D AIRMATIL
1 - Indiaznapolis (info) PhGlSTERED AIRMAIL
1 - St. Lous (info)(RhG;o FRED AIRMAIL)
1 - Chlcago (info) {REGTSTERED ATRMATL)
1

Bal Limore »?/4 ~TJg S~ 3T
sea INDEXEL ]

SERIALI. M}LEM/ZT

ar
,h
<
o
®
=

AUG1 T1968

ri5i — SPRINGFIELD

S

e p——

9—*%\

Approved:

Special Ageut in Charge =

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

|

I

I

l

|

l

FBI :

I

Date: 8/20/68 |

|

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT |
v (Type in fiaintext or code) :

Via _TELETYPE DEFERRED !
(Priority) i

o

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN

RE SI TEL TO BUREAU AUGUST NINETEEN LAST.

SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR DASH C ADVISES HE HAS MADE NO
PROGRESS IN EFFORTS TO CONTACT SOURCES MENTIONED IN RETEL.
EFFORTS TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEW WILLIE LEE UNPRODUCTIVE.

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS.

(ID- Springfield (44-561)
1 - Chicago (44-1114) (AM)
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM)
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM)
RCH/ssj
(4~)—7 ;27"

SoRGEE —emm—
P R B sl

SERIAM LD LAl Ll
N IR] A J———

FﬂﬁDxﬂ%ﬁZ"." e
S G- IS 6

i
V75
V4 /"/'//."; - - P

z6

\\// ‘Tﬁ;*\//\\ / Sent

Approved:

K=z

M

|
Special Agent in Chifge -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

@%‘/iééz“‘z '
Per (_//1;



FBI WASH DC

FBI SPRNGFLD
826

'PM DEFERRED 8-20-68 DJK
TO DIRECTOR (44-38861)

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561) 1P
MURKIN

RE SPRINGFIELD TEL TO BUREAU AUGUST NINETEEN LAST.
SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR - C ADVISES HE HAS MADE NO PROGRESS IN
EFFORTS TO CONTACT SOURCES MENTIONED IN RETEL. EFFORTS TO LOCATE
AND INTERVIEW WILLIE LEE UNPRODUCTIVE.
MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS.
END
LLD

FBI WASH DC

AR . ,) avemmammem
Tl el e e
les Laned ecmmeem:

GoRIAIZED 4T
s T——

an ivy Al

// < - 3”4 /- P

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) ' .

FBI

Date: 8/16/68

Transmit the following in PLA INTEXT _ : :
(Type in plaintext or code)
Vi TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)
e e L -
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)
MURKIN,

RE SI TEL TO BUREAU, EIGHT FIFTEEN LAST,

PUBLIC DEFENDER ROBERT TRONE, EDWARDSVILLE, ILLINOIS,
ADVISED WILLIE LEE HAD NOT REPORTED TO HIM AS OF THREE P,M,
TODAY,

EFFORTS TO CONTACT SI SIXTEEN FOURTEEN - C UNPRODUCTIVE,

COPIES MAILED CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST LOUIS, P.

(?;:l SI (44-561)
1 - Chicago (44-1114) (AM)
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM)
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM)

RCH:sjs
(4),

| 7
Approved: m /Tﬁ——( Sent I/:é/f M Per p#/w'
Sp\e'ci{ﬂ Adm{ iH Chfzge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FBI WASH DC

FBI SPRNGFLD

431PM URGENT 8/16/68 PAM

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN.

RE SI TEL TO BUREAU, EIGHT FIFTEEN LAST.

PUBLIC DEFENDER ROBERT TRONE, EDWARDSVILLE, ILL;NOIS

ADVISED WILLIE LEE HAD NOT REPORTED TO HIM AS OF THREE P.M.

TODAY.

EFFORTS TO CONTACT SI SIXTEEN FOURTEEN - C UNPRODUCTIVE.

COPIES MAILED CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS. Pe.

END
LPT

 FBI WASH DC

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

SEUALIL

A g
SErRATHED UE—

T 1
LD g ren

S 5e s 77



FD-36 (Rev., 5-22-64)

Date: 8/19/68
Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT
: (Type in plaintext or code)
TELETYPE URGENT

Via

FBI

- i

o )
- Springfield (44-561) /’/ S & 7J7

"1 -~ Chicago (44-1114) (AM)

1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM)

1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM) j |

RCH/sSj , /é J/ A

(4))5747,7‘— y mgfé%ﬁ

(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN

RE SI TEL TO BUREAU AUGUST SIXTEEN LAST.

SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR DASH C ADVISED TODAY HE HAS BEEN
UNABLE TO DATE TO CONTACT SOURCES BELIEVED ABLE TO PLACE
JOHN MC CLINTOCK, HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON AND DELMAR
GRINDSTAFF IN ALTON ON JULY THIRTEEN NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN
AND TO ATTEST TO CLOTHING WORN BY COVINGTON AND GRINDSTAFF
ON THAT DATE,

PUBLIC DEFENDER ROBERT TRONE STATES WILLIE LEE HAS NOT
CONTACTED HIM AND HE COULD NOT REACH LEEWHEN HE ATTEMPTED
TO CONTACT HIM AT KNOWN TELEPHONE NUMBERS. | |

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS.

Approved: Q//T\ &'\ Sent Y07 ﬁM Perxﬁf]?%? :

Special Agent u‘g! Wﬂtgez

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



A

FBI WASH DC
407PM URGENT 8-19-68 DJM
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI <44338861>

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44:56!)

MURKIN
R

RE SI TEL TO BUREAU AUGUST SIXTEEN LAST.

SI ONE six ONE FOUR DASH C ADVISED TODAY HE HAS BEEN
UNABLE TO DATE TO CONTACT SOURCES BELIEVED ABLE TO PLACE
JOHN MC CLINTOCK, HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON AND DELMAR
GRINDSTAFF IN ALTON ON JULY TQ;RTEEN NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN
AND TO ATTEST TO CLOTHING WORN BY COVINGTON AND GRINDSTAFF
ON THAT DATE. |

PUBLIC DEFENDER ROBERT TRONE STATES WILLIE LEE HAS NOT
CONTACTED HIM AND HE COULD NOT REACH LEE WHEN HE ATTEMPTED
TO CONTACT HIM AT KNOWN TELEPHONE NUMBERS. |

| MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO,'MEMPH;S AND ST{ LOUIS.
END. . |
LPT

FBI WASH DC

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FD-36 (Rev., 5-22-64) . .

FBI
Date: 8/22/68
Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT'
(Type in plaintext or code)
. TELETYPE URGENT
H (Priority)
________________________________________________ O
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN

RE SI TEL TO BUREAU AUGUST TWENTYONE LAST.

SI ONE FIVE FIVE TWO - C, SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR - C,
AND PCI HELEN GRABLE CONTACTED. INFORMATION DEVELOPED THAT A
WILLIE LEE, BELIEVED A QUOTE WEAK LINK END QUOTE AMONG ASSOCIATES
JOHN MC CLINTOCK, DICK COVINGTON, AND DELMAR GRINDSTAFF, HAS
LEFT THE STATE BECAUSE SOMEONE IS QUOTE OUT TO GET HIM END
QUOTE.

MC CLINTOCK DUE.FOR TRIAL MADISON COUNTY COURT:ON
BURGLARY CHARGE, '

WHEREABOUTS OF COVINGTON AND GRINDSTAFF UNKNOWN TO
INFORMANTS OR ASSOCIATES.

MAIL COPIES SENT CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, AND ST. LOUIS

1 _~ Springfield (44-561)

~ Chicago (44-1114) (AM)
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM)
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM)

A
“ Qg%“// Fﬁf:;%i;%%%%ﬂ:: ..... :
U PV braa/ 5%

/ p’
c.,y///j 2o 142;

sy , .
Approved: 4 %K‘" i Sent ,.?'sf/ﬂ M Per £1 0%?77

v/
Special Ager;(t/ ir%hc}‘gi/

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI WASH DC
235PM URGENT g-22-68 DJM
T0: DIRECTOR. FBI (44-388412 ¢

FROM? SAC. SPRINGFIELD (€44-54612
MURKIN

RE SI TEL TO BUREAU AUGUST TWENTYONE LAST.

S1 ONE FIVE FIVE TWO- C» SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR- Cs
AMD PCT HELEN GRABLE CONTACTED. INFORMATION DEVELOPED THAT A
WILLIE LEE. BELIEVED A QUOTE WEAK LINK END QUOTE AMONG ASSOCIATES
JHN MC CLINTOCKs DICK COVINGTON. AND DELMAR GRINDSTAFF. HAS
LEFT THE STATE BECAUSE SONEONE IS QUOTE OUT TO GET HIM END
QUOTE -

MC CLINTOCK DUE FOR TRIAL MADISON COUNTY COURT ON
BURGLARY CHARGE. )

WHEREABOUTS OF COVINGTON AND GRINDSTAFF UNKNOWN TO
INFORMANTS OR ASSOCIATES-

' MAIL COPIES SENT CHICAGOs MEMPHIS, AND ST- LOyIs:

END . '
£4J

FBI WASH DC

SLED DT
4/4%‘4/ 757

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) ' .

FBI
Date: 8/21/68
PLAINTEXT
) (Type in plaintext or code)
TELETYPE URGENT
Via :

I

I

|

|

|

!

|

|

|

|

|
Transmit the following in :
|

|
1
|

(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)
MURKIN
RE SPRINGFIELD TEL TO BUREAU AUGUST TWENTY LAST.

"8I ONE FIVE FIVE TWO DASH C, WHO FURNISHED ORIGINAL
INFORMATION INDICATING JOHN MC CLINTOCK WAS ONE OF THOSE
INVOLVED IN ROBBERY THE BANK OF ALTON, STATED TODAY HE KNOWS
JAMES EARL RAY AND IS VIRTUALLY CERTAIN RAY WAS NOT IN ALTON
DURING JULY NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN; THAT INFORMATION REGARDING
MC CLINTOCK'S COMPLICITY IN BANK ROBBERY ACCURATE AND THAT
THERE IS NO CONNECTION BETWEEN MC CLINTOCK AND RAY. INFORMANT
INTENSIFYING INQUIRY TO FURTHER ELABORATE ON INFORMATION.

MAIL COPY TO>CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS.

(D - Springfield (44-561)
1 - Chicago (44-1114) (AM) ‘
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM) SEARCHED. . ovsomr
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM) (oA B~
RCH/ssj
(4) .
A

Approved: Sent 12

SpeZExllA&é]ﬁt qn}’f{arge :

A S/ Tfo

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI WASH DC
351PM URGENT 8-21-68 DJM
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI  "(44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)
MURKIN

RE SPRINGFIELD TEL TO BUREAU AUGUST TWENTY LAST.

SI ONE FIVE FIVE TWO DASH C, WHO FURNISHED ORI GINAL'
INFORMATION INDICATING JOHN MC CLINTOCK WAS ONE OF THOSE
INVOLVED IN ROBBERY THE BANK OF ALTON, STATED TODAY HE KNOUS
JAMES EARL RAY AND IS VIRTUALLY CERTAIN RAY VAS NOT IN ALTON
DURING JULY NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN; THAT ;NEORMAT;ON REGARDING

'MC GLINTOCK'S COMPLICITY IN BANK ROBBERY ACCURATE AND THAT '
THERE 1S NO CONNECTION BETWEEN MC CLINTOCK AND RAY. INFORMANT
INTENSIFYING INQUIRY TO FURTHER ELABORATE ON INFORMATION..

M MAIL COPY TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS.
END.

- COR LAST PARA SHD BE 5 SPACES AND THEN MAIL

END

CAB

FBI WASH DC
SEARCHED........oc g
SERIALIZED. ... A%z
INDEXED..................... .
FILED,

NS ' . §/¢ ﬁ/é 7~ 440

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




® ©

8/23/68
AIRTEL .
T0  : DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
~ FROM : SAC, CHICAGO (44-1114)

- SUBJECT: UNSUBS (2);

' The Bank of Alton,
Alton, Illinois
.7/13/67 ,
BR . .

00: SPRINGFIELD

On 8/21/68, ‘circulars regarding laundry and
dry cleaning narks obtained at captiened bank robbery were
furnished to all laundries in the Chicago Division through
the Illincis Launders Association, mailing list and to all
dry cleaners im the Chicago Bivision, through the National
Dry Cleaning Institutien malling list furnished by the
Baltinmore Office.

3-Bureau
{(1-91-27494) v
Springfield (44-5361)

(1-91-3699) S st -
Z2~Chicago /. .
(1—9%5375) ' o A : -:‘)Zacuﬁb{ ilnozf - v
%g;f/mah smmzs%z_nuo '
, . AUG2

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) . .

FBI
Date: 8/26/68

Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)
Via TELETYPE *  URGENT
(Priority)

________________________________________________ R

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN

RE.SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO THE BUREAU DATED AUGUST

TWENTY THREE LAST,

SUSPECT JOHN MC CLI

P

THIS DATE FOR FAILURE TO APPEAR ON BENCH WARRANT ISSUED

OCK ARRESTED BY ALTON PD

L.A., COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, ARISING OUT OF BURGLARY CHARGE.
MC CLINTOCK TRANSPORTED TO MADISON COUNTY JAIL AND EFFORTS
BEING MADE TO OBTAIN HIS RELEASE B& ASSOCIATES, EFFORTS
MADE TO INTERVIEW BUT UNSUCCESSFUL,

MAIL COPIES SENT TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, AND ST. LOUIS,

Ezé:) Springfield ( 44-561)
- 91-3699)

1 - Chicago (44- 1114) (AM)
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM)
1 ~ St. Louis (44-775) (AM)

RCH:ja .
( SEATCHED,
SENAL "bfj

IDEL 'J/’l'
E%/ - \/ 977

Approved: C‘//’ ﬁ?ﬁjii Sent ( /"/ M  Per -‘_ ',’({“"’"

Special A ent(é'n/Ch\grg
St st e FEZ

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI WASH DC

FBI SPRNGFLD
521

PM URGENT 8-26-68 DJK
TO DIRECTOR (44-38861)

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561) 1P
MURKIN

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST TWENTYTHREE
LAST.

SUSPECT JOHN MC CLINTOCK ARRESTED BY ALTON PD THIS DATE FOR
FAILURE TO APPEAR ON BENCH QARRANT.ISSUED L. A+ COUNTYs, CALIFORNIA,
-ARISING OUT OF BURGLARY CHARGE. MC CLINTOCK TRANSPORTED TO MADISON
COUNTY JAIL AND EFFORTS BEING MADE TO OBTAIN HIS RELEASE BY
ASSOCIATES. EFFORTS MADE TO iNTERVIEW BUT UNSUCCESSFUL.

MAIL COPIES SENT TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS.

END
/SLB ’
FBI WASHIDC

X

“SEARCHMEDL. ...ovcmensorsey
SERIALIERD, .,

INDEXED. _...crirp g oo -
FILED Aﬁg%r

S S/ Ve

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) ’ ’

FBI

Date: 8/23/68
PLAINTEXT

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via TELETYPE URGENT

(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)
MURKIN

RE SI TEL TO BUREAU AUGUST TWENTYTWO LAST.

PERSONS AND NONE CAN PLACE RAY IN ALTON.

NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN.

MAIL COPY TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS.

(D - Springfield (44-561)
1 - Chicago (44-1114) (AM)

CHIEF WILLIAM H. PETERSEN (NA), ALTON PD, ADVISED NO
INFORMATION DEVELOPED THAT JAMES EARL RAY IN ALTON SUBSEQUENT
TO ESCAPE FROM MSP. FURTHER, THAT HE HAS BEEN CONTACTED BY
WRITERS PREPARING BOOKS AND ARTICLES ON RAY AND IN CONVER-

SATION THEY INDICATE THEY HAVE INTERVIEWED INNUMERABLE

"PAUL COUSLEY, EDITOR, ALTON EVENING TELEGRAPH, ADVISED
NO SOURCES OF THE PAPER OR CITIZENS HAVE BEEN ABLE TO
FURNISH ANY INFORMATION INDICATING RAY PARTICIPATED IN

ROBBERY THE BANK OF ALTON OR WAS EVER IN ALTON AREA IN

k 1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM) SEANCHED. e
1 - St. Louis (44-775) (AM) SERIALIZED... . Ll ..
RCH/ssj INDEXED..
(1) 2= FLED, ALl 77 Y
‘\; 4/%/(/\(—’/4/@({//‘ ~3 e
) ,
Approved: {\ / Q’T‘“)’f‘—{ Sent // L/&/ /aM Per Hepx
1 ' Speciam%nti C‘}#ariy B
S sz Tb3

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI WASH DC . Q

FBI SPRNGFLD
1244 PM URGENT R8-23-48 MEM
TO DIRECTOR (44-38841)

FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-541)
MURKINE

RE SI TEL TO BUREAU .AUGUST TRENTYTWOQ LAST-

CHIEF WILLIAM H. PETERSEN (NA). ALTON PDs ADVISED NO
INFORMATION DEVELOPED THAT JAMES EAéL\RAY IN ALTON susszguam}
70 ESCAPE FROM MSP. FURTHERs THAT HE HAS BEEN CONTACTED BY
WRITERS PREPARING BOOKS AND ARTICLES ON RAY AND IN CONVER-
SATION THE INDICATE THEY HAVE INTERVIEWED INNUMERABLE
PERSONS AND ONE CAN PLACE RAY IN ALTON.

PAUL COUSLEYs EDITOR: ALTON EVENING TELEGRAPH: ADVISED
M0 SOURCES OF rHé PAPER OR CITIZENS HAVE BEEN ABLE TO
FURNISH ANY INFORMATION INDICATING RAY PARTICIPATED N
ROBBERY THE BANK OF ALTOP‘.’ OR WAS EVER IN ALTON AREA IN
NINETEEN sszYéEvzm,

MAIL COPY OT CHICAGO: MEMPHIS AND ST:. LOyIS-

END

OORR PAR 2 LINE 6 WCRD 3 SHD READ NONE
FND
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s ss.nce !la!h '1988, daily intensige investigation has =
' ‘heen conducted concesning the robbery of the Bank of Altonm . ™
© om 7/13/67 with a view to determining if JAMES EARL RAY - LT

.waa a participant and Rteed his share of the loot to ﬁnance
: h:ls subsequent travel and- activity. ‘

" A summary of myest:gation condueted is A& touom. '

o C‘.lothins x.-ecovared aftor tne robbery of the
: Bank of Alton as well as hair samples were com-
pared gt the FBI Laboratory with evidence
.recovarsd im the MURKIN case. The laboratory ;
reported that the hair samples in the two utters
wers not .identical.

8. Canvass of rooming houses, apartnents, botels, ' ‘
. and motels including dispiasy of photographs of 1
. .. JAMES FARL RAY and associates was conducted
- without ef;fecting an mentitiégtion. .

3. Photogra‘pbs o RAY and his associatee were dige
- played to wiftnesses at the Bank of Alton withe-
‘out effecting 1dent1ﬂcation. X

4. Neighborhood investigation im the vicinity of
" the Bank of Alton and on 4th Streef in the
Buteau (44-3 RB1)

@.. Springfield .44..561) L o L
(1'91-3659) - ' W
RCH/jac ) . S
(.G)ltwf T R /
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6.

8..

vicinity where clothing and the shotgun were
recovered was intensified and photographs
displayed. No identification was made as the
result of this investigation.

Laundry and dry eleaning establishments in the
Greater Alton area were canvassed. Laundry and

dry cleaning symbols not positively identified

and photos of BAY and hig assoclates were unfamiliar
to persons contacted.

Informants, particularly SX 1614-C and SI 1552-C,
have been given definite assignments in connection
with this matter. Informgindeveloped by then

‘has tended to indicate carlier suspects JOEN
‘MC CLINTOCK, HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTION, and DELMAR

GRINDSTAFF were involved in the bank robbery and
that RAY was definitely not involved. SI 1552-C
gtated he personally knows RAY and believes he
would have known if RAY had been in the Alton
area gubseguent to April, 1967.

Area police departments have contacted informants

- and have bgen unable to comc up with any infor-

mation to indicate either that RAY took part in
the bank robbery or was in the Alton area subse-
quent to April, 1967.

Parole officers MARION VAN FOSSEN and HOWARD "._
SHELTON contac¢ted parolees and probationers ;«;
assigned to them aud werc unable to develop any
information suggesting that RAY had been in' the
Alton area ‘subhsequent to April, 1967,

PAUL COUSLEY, Editor. Alton Evening Telegraph,
was confidentially contacted on several ocecasions
during the course of this investigation and he
advised that sources of the newspaper and public
call-ins have been monitored since the MURKIN
cage broke, however, because of the great deal
of publicity attached to JAMES EARL RAY and the
Alton area, additional emphasis 'as placed on

I, A
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10.

developing informatlon concerning RAY. COUSLEY
stated thnt sources of the paper and public
call-ins doveloped no information to indicate
that BAY had returned to Alton after his escape
from the Missouri State Penitentiary.

Review of public records in Alton and at the
county sceat of Madison County in Edwardsville,
Illinois, were made against the name JAMES EARL
RAY and all known aliases without developing
any positive information.

UACH since investigation has failed to date to link
JAMES EARL RAY with the robbery of the Bank of Alton, Spring-
field will discontinue submission of the daily teletype. In
its stead, weekly summary airtels will be submitted and con-
tinued emphasis will be placed on this matter.

-.39-
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AXERMAIL

o DIRECTOR, ¥BI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) -P-
SUBYECT :MURKIN

Since May, 1963, daily intensive investigation has
- been conducted concerning the robbery of the Bank of Alton
on 7/13/67 with 2 viow to determining if JAMES EARL RAY
wag a participant and used his share of the loot to Linance
his subsequent travel and activity.

. A summary of investigation conducted is as follows:

1.

Clotbing recovered after the robbery of the

Bank of Alton as well as hair samples were com-
pared at the FBI Laboratory with evidence
recovered in the MURKIM case. The laboratory.
reported that the hair samples in the two matters
were not identical. '

Canvass of rooming houses, apariments, botels,
and motels incluading dizplay of photographs of
JAMES EARL RAY and associates was conducted
without effecting an identification.

Photographs of BAY and hig associstes were dis-

played to witnessem at the Bank of Alton with-
out effecting identification,

Neighborhood investigation in the vicinity of

the Bank of Alton and on 4th Street in the

%)» Burecau (44-38861)
-~ Springfisld Q;amsn
{1:91-3699) : '
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vicinity whore clothing and the shoigun were
recovered vas inte_nsiﬁe& and photographs

© displayed, o identification was made as the
result of this invegtigation.

5. Laundry and dry clesning establishnents in the
Greater Alton ares were canvaaged, Laundry snd
dry ¢leaning symbols not positively identified
and photos of RAY and his associates were unfamiliar
to persons contacted'

6. Informaunts, particularly SI 1814-C and ST 1552-C,

have Deen given definite assignments in conmmection

_ with thiz matter. Informatindeveloped by them

. - has tended to indicate ecarlier suspects JOHN

NC CLINTOCK, HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON, and DELMAR
GRINDSTAFF were involved in the bank robbery and
that RAY was definitely not involved. SI 1552-C
stated ho personally knows RAY and believes he
would bhave known 1f RAY had been in the Alten
area subsequent to April, 1967.

7. Area police departments have contacted informants
and have boen usable to come up with any infor-
- .. mation to indicate either that RAY tock part in
the bank robbery or was in the Alton area subse
quent to April, 1967.

8. Parole oificers MARION VAN FOSSEN and BOWARD
SHELTON coantacted parolees angd probationers
asgigned to them and were umable to develop any
infornation suggesting that RAY had beaen in ths
Alton aren subsequent te April, 1967.

9. PAUL CHISLEY, Editor, Alton Evening Telegraph,
was confidentially contactcd on several occasions
during the course of this investigation and he
advised that sources of the mewspaper and public
call~-ins have been monitored since the MUREYN
case brokc, however, because of the great deal
of publicity attached to JAMES EARL RAY and the
Alton areo; additional emphasis was placed on

-2
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10.

developing information concerning RAY. COUSLEY
stated that sources of the paper amd publie
call-ins dewvoloped no information to indicate
that RAY bhuad returned to Alton after his escape
fron thoe Hissourl State Penitentiary.

Review of public records in Alton and at the
county sgegt of Madison County in Edwardasville,
Illinois, were made agalnzt the name JAMES EARL
RAY and all known aliases without developing
any positive information.

UACH since investigation has failed to date to link
JAMES EARL RAY with the robbery of the Dank of Altom, Spring-
field will discontinue submisaion of the dally teletype. In
its stead, weekly summary airtels will be submitted and con-
tinued emphasis will hie placed on this matter.

-3

T

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) . .

FBI
Date: 8/28/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Vie TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (1P)

MURKIN
RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU EIGHT TWENTY SEVEN LAST.

SI ONE FIVE FIVE TWO-C CONTACTED TODAY RE INFO ON ROBERT
—
%%£QEE§“Ww§yZ;NwFURNISHED BY EAST ALTON P.D. INFORMANT SUBSTAN-
TIATED PREVIOUS INTELLIGENCE INDICATING STANTON PREFERS FORTY
FIVE CALIBER AUTOMATIC. STATER STANTON HAS WIDE ACQUAINTANCE
AMONG CRIMINAL ELEMENT IN GREATER ALTON AREA AND COULD WELL
HAVE ACCESS TO ENOUGH INFO ABOUT THE BANK OF ALTON TO PULL
BR. EXPRESSED DOUBT, HOWEVER, THAT STANTON WOULD PULL BR,
STATING HE PREFERRED BURGLARIES. ' |

PCI LARRY R. MANNS CONTACTED AND GIVEN ASSIGNMENT TO
DEVELOP INFO ON HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON AND DELMAR GRINDSTAFF.

COPIES MAILED CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, AND ST. LOUIS. P

v 81 44-561 /m«%/
1 - CHICAGO (44-1114) //f”\ ~
1 - MEMPHIS (44-1987) (AM) y )
1 - ST. LOUIS (44-775) SEARCHED.....cpovrcreemrefine /

| SERIALIZED £ 37 222, s
*}2};/ ral INDEXED L/ 77T
) o . / FILED.. /2.7
i;/wszfﬂﬁa.tﬂj fa») AZL* )

W / S s~ DL 3"
Approved: i I/VY\ Sent 9‘/‘55/ /7 M Per léﬂ%y

Special ﬁége ntlm Charge
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