2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

5010-108

OFTIONAL. FORM NO. 10
MAY 1862 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

FILE (44-561) DATE: 11-8-68
SAC
MURKIN

The story of JAMES EARL RAY and the conspiracy to
kill MARTIN LUTHER KING in Look magazine issue of November 12,
1968, contains information concerning RAY's escape from prison
and his activities during the time he was in a fugitive status.

On page 103 the author, WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE indicates
that during the time just after RAY's escape from prison the
author received a letter from RAY. The letter states ....

"Except for the $450 and the old Chrysler I didn't
have many possessions. Just a few clothes, a sports
Jjacket, and pants. On my way to East St. Louis I had
car trouble, but I got there. I sold that car for $50,
and bought a '62 red Plymouth for $200. You can find
where I bought it: from a dealer on Main Stret coming
out of East St. Louis toward Belleville., The car lot
is between the 1500 and 2000 block on the left hand
side of Main Street as you travel east. I used the Rayns
name on the car title. I spent a night with the friend
who took me to Edwardsville when I escaped. I stayed
Six or seven days in Quincy, and here are the names of
two men there you can see, but don't write about them
or they will be arrested for harboring me. I just
want to show you that I've got friends who have known
me all my life. And they think well of me.

Investigation at East St. Louis and Belleville should
be made to substantiate or verify the information that shows
RAY purchased the 1962 red Plymouth as indicated in the article.
Bureau information indicates that RAY did have a 1962 red
Plymouth while he was in Canada.
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FD-26 (Rev. $-22-64)
F B
. 7/ /
Date: 11/8/68

Transmit the foliowing in

(Type in plaintext or codc)

—_— e e o ——————— —— —

Via ATRTEL AIR MAXL
(Priority)
TO: DIRECTCR; FBI (44-38861)
FROM : SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-361) -P-

SUBJECT: MURKINM
Re Springfield airtel to Buresu dated 11/1/63.

Contacts with bank officiels, law enforcement
sgencies, and informants during past week unprocuctive.

Photographs of RALPH PAGE ond DONALD JOUN RAIN

displiayed to witnesses at Bank ol Alton; hovcve , no positive
identification made.

\W
///
3-Bureau (44 38861) : 'VL/J

2o ‘T’ﬁmph is (44-1887) ,Q/{ P A
C’D‘ Springfield (44-561) Y - z:::l::::bz%nw

RCH : 1mh
" M INDEXED;;.....,. ..:.P
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Special Agent in Charge Z%L/" S"é / - 790
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FD-36 (Rev, 5-22-64)

F B
Duate: 1L/3/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via AIRTEL AIR MAIL
: (Priority)
TO: DIR®CTCR, FBI (44 358581)
FROM : SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) ~P-

SUBJECT : MURKIN'
Re Qpr1n@uno]d airtel to Bureau dated 11/1/68

Contacts with bank oifficials, lav enforcement
sgencies, and informants during past week unproductive.

Photographs of RALPH PAGE snd DONALD JOHN RAIH
displayed to witnesses atl Bank of Alton; however, no positive
1donLL11cﬁtion made.

3-Bureau (A4-500GJ\ : N
24,_ an;.lph_..w ( “ )“'. /u7) /K‘,
2ASpringfield (44-561)

RCH ; lmh

(7)véy«J?
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FD-35 {(Rev. 5-22-64) . .

“FB
Date:  11/15/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL | AIR MATL

Via -
(Priority)
______________________________________________________ S
- TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44--38861)
FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

SUBJECT: MURKIN
Re Springfield airtel to the Burcau dated 11/8/68.

Investigation at Alton and vicinity during
past week has produced no new information concerning JAMES
EARL RAY or his alleged complicity in robbery The Bank of
Alton, 7/13/67%. .

Independent investigation being conducted fo
vcvily statements attributed to RAY appeﬁrlng in Look
magazine articles.

Since all logical investigation conducted on
continuing basis in effort to resolve possible complicity
of RAY in Fobbery The Bank of Alton and since investigation
failed to establish nexus between the two, weelkly airtel
summaries are being discontinued by the Springfield Division
UACSB. :

3 -~ Rureau (44-38861)
2. - Memphis (44-19887)

@ - Springfield (2: 44-561) SEARCHED........... I
(AT 9T=%692) SERIALIZED, L (zs. -
RCH:jzh INDEXED,
: %}iﬁ%é;> - | FILED 46221’ -
7 yd ' _ Lo/ s b/~ PFS
Approved: ___ /\ﬂ/ Sent M Per oo

Special !\gent in Charge
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) . .

FBI
Date: ’ 11/15/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

. AIRTEL AIR MATL
Via —
(Priority}
___________________________________________________ S
©TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

SUBJECT: MURKIN
Re Springfield airtel to the Bureau dated 11/8/68.

: Investigation at Alton and vicinity during

past week has produced no new information concerning JAMES
EARL RAY or his alleged complicity in robbery The Bank of
Alton, 7/13/67. : '

Independent investigation being conducted to
verify statements attributed to RAY appearing in Look
magazine articles.

Since all logical investigation conducted on
continuing basis in effort to resolve possible complicity
of RAY in Pobbery The Bank of Alton and since investigation
failed to estab'ish nexus between the twe, weekly airtel
summaries are being discontinued by the Springfield Division
UACB. :

3 -~ Bureau (44-38861)

2 - Memphis (44-1987) 3

() - Springfield (2: 44-561) R —
(1: 91-3699) SERIALIZED_ ~ &,

RCH: jah | o INDEXED.., ...~
. (;)'Aﬂhléﬁj FILED.
JU" e e A gl . 290
’y /r)
Y/

Approved:

Sent _ M Per

Special i\gent in Charge
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0-9 (Re’v. 5-22-64) . .

FBI

Date: 11-18-68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via AIRTEL

(Priority)

To: SAC, Springfield
From: Director, FBI
MURKIN
Advise results of your inquiry concerning Ray

purchasing a Plymouth at East St. Louis, Illinois, in
June of 1967,

Sent Via M Per

A f o I PR
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11-18-68

AIRTEL

To: SAC, Springfield
From: Director, FBI
- MURKIN

Advise results of your inquiry concerning Ray
purchasing a Plymouth at East S$t. Louis, Illinois, in
June of 1967. ,

4%49@

) . /y
o 54/ =
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11/19/68
nm:x:. o “R““
o . anxcron,‘raui(4¥;3sssli B
FROM:  SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-551) P~

SUBJECT: nunxlu | B
| Re Burezu airtel to Spriagfield 11/18/63. B

Invoices of Mizoa Buick Company. 1910 State street.
and C amd C Motors, Cellinsville, Xllinois, formerly lecated
1960 State Street (bucomes West Main Street at Belleville
City lipe), both Baat 8t. Leuis, Illinois, checked, znd no

- record identifiable with JAMES EARL RAY or under name ei,

RAYRS or saspcct 1982 Plyneutn ﬁldsnobxls loeated.~'

Check ot Souadex Recerds, Iliinois uetar Venicle
Buresu, in nane;ei RAYNS located ne record.

3 - Bureau (44—38861) (BI9

C%j“ Menmphis (infe) (RM) .

Springfield (44-561)

na‘pb
RS \8) p»QlQ
o SEARCHED —
' SERIALlZED/ e
~ INDEXED, e
. FILED Ll e
@9/:;$é:/’ 57?745

-v.i SR B SR "I S ‘4 o
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11/19/68
CAIRTEL o Arp wArL -

LT DIRECTOR, FHI (44-38361)
. PROM: s&c,‘sPhxﬁéxxELn'(44~551).' -p-
SUBJECT: MURKIN . 4.‘5_ |
. ke éu;aau a1;¥é1;to:Sprininelﬁ;1/18/65{ _ .
InvéieésvozvHixon,Bﬁick»éényéﬁy, 19i0 Statei$treet;  ~

.and c'and_c Motors, Collinsville, Illinois, formerly locsted

1280 State Streat (bectmes West Main Street at Belleville

City line), both East St. Louis, Illinois, checked, and no
record identiftable with JAMES EARL BAY or under name of .
RAYNS or suspect 1962 Plysouth 01dsuébile_1acate§-r ~

. .~ Check of SBoundex Records, Tllinois ﬁota: Ve$ic1a ,
~ _Bareau, in name of BRAYNS located noe regord. = - e

3 - Bureau (44-38861) (&N)
1l - Memphis (info) (RM)
.2 - Springfield (44-561) . '
JiM:mpb b , : . 'SEARCHED..._ . ... "

- () "’V\Q / - L SERIALlZED,{,..Q’.ﬁf’.«.ﬁ;Lm_;

. . INDEXED. . ... . °
}0 B 1 2N

P
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11-21-68

AIRTEL

To: SAC, Springfield (44-561)

- From: Director; FBI = (44-38861)

MURKIN

Enclosed for Springfield is a copy of an article -
which appeared in the magazine sectien of the 'Washingten
Post'"on Sunday, November 17, 1968. 'The article, in part,
states that James Earl Ray "was seen frequently in his home

~town of Alton, Illinois, in the company of a wizened old .
. Nazi sympathizer m med Henry Stumm.' Presumably Stumm instruected

Ray from the Nazi literature that the old man continues. to
receive."

S$pringfield should submit background data concerning
Stumm together with recommendations as to whether he should

be interviewed.

Bureau records indicate that in 1942, one Otto Wilkening,
Alton, Jllinois, claimed that Henry Stumm, Sr. and Jr., who re-

.#8ided in Alton, Illinois, were sympathetic toward Germany, altheugh

they kept quiet about it afiter eantry of U. 8. into werld War II.

Enclosure (1)

1 - Memphis  (Ene. 1) (for info)
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'0-9 (Rev. 5-22-64) . .
i ®

FBI

Date: 11-21-68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

via AIRTEL

VVSAC, Springfield (44-561)
rom: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN

(Priority)

Enclosed for Springfield is a copy of an article
which appeared in the magazine section of the'"Washington
Post'on Sunday, November 17, 1968. The article, in part,
states that James Earl Ray ''was spen frequently in his home

town of Alton, Illinois, in the dompany of a wizened old

Nazi sympathizer mmed Henr Presumably Stumm instructed
Ray from the Nazi literature that the old man continues to
receive." '

Springfield should submit background data concerning
Stumm together with recommendations as to whether he should
be interviewed.

. Bureau records indicate that in 1942, one Otto Wilkening,
Alton, Illinois, claimed that Henry Stumm, Sr. and Jr., who re-
sided in Alton, Illinois, were sympathetic toward Germany, although
they kept quiet about it after entry of U. S. into World War II.
Enclosure (1)

1 - Memphis (Enc. 1) (for info)

Sent Via
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T President Kennedy had escaped those fatal bulle ts.
tPin Dallas five years ago next Friday, if his Grother’

L1 Robert had left the teeming, tumultuous Los Angeles
| | baliroom by ancther route, if Dr. Martin Luther King
L 1r hadn't stepped onto that fateful balcony in Mem- -
at other assassins would have

fried to gun them down anyway. For Federal investi-

e uncovered a number of plots on the lives of

ked for assassination by volatile
z'azed Klansmen, inflamed black
nutemen. The only unc Y
was who wouﬁ te the r".rs'~ to pull the triggers. Yet the

- plotswere totelly unrelzted and uncoordinated, hatched

G-
=
3
I
P

~ho didnt know one another. They shared cnly
a2 common bumin-‘; hatrec. o

incited to viclen by spons'oie fright
o tratic in hate, rear and suspicion
irom **en bite ove: r‘ows the %Lte‘rs

-

i Right spends a staggering $20 mil-
‘nda. The Ultra Left wages an

[}

campaign, though the cost is”

Sorme extremists n\.e:'o!y how! “Treascn!” The more

gic another step, cry “Kill the

o

chsessed and overwrought, are’

m!'mnf carryis

traizorst Sl

iriven to teke aciion. Any taik of violence in these turbu--

drive
lent is dangerously provocative. The wonder is
that more ormented souls haven’t tried to_eliminate

f.‘heér.imagi:ﬁ-cd cnemies.
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Times Herald i .
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The Washingion Deily News

‘The Evening Star {Was
The Sunday Star (Was
Daily News (New York)
Sunday News (New York)
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The National Observer — —
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20 ONgeT m
ca telephon hich
;was monit 'cd by a government

-~ intelligence unit in Miami on Nov.

he two men on the phone

‘I‘OJ-
{ worry about

el he will have a

guards, don’t

Whenever he

fr:c—\,f [rot legible].

! arked man. ’

rey are rea:!y going to try 10
?

in the worl ing. -

s just as like

: re;ﬁ:md ou_{
nxy have fioured

and all that. 1
_ them .,Jrc Service
ents cover ali them office bui ildings, '

it the office buildin

know how i

»

e oo e s e o e s i35

¢ anywhere he is got nﬁ, do yoU now
whether they do that or not?”
Biil: Well, if they have any suspicion,
they do that of course. But without
suspicion, chances are that they
wouldn’t. You take there in Wash-
ington, of course it is the wrong time
of the year, but you take o'easant
wea"1 r, he_comes out on _the ver-
2ndd, and somebody could be in a __
“hotel, room across the way there, and
pick him O"x just like [fades ‘out)
nly 13 days later, President Kennedy .

was struck down by slugs from a high-
: z'cd rrom. the sixth floor
cok Deoosxtory in

nowered rifle:

‘;An £BI report in 1964 stated that a
band of Klinsmen was seeking to hire

an ex-convict for $2000 1o assassinate
ne. When the civil rights leader-
was shot to death in April 1968, _Mc fin-
serorints on the murder riflewere traced
:o «m ex-convict named Jam R
t no link has been uncoverea oe-
tweer;. Ray and this Klan squac.
On at-least two earlier
rrofists plotted to kifl K

ta., in fuly 1964

ame 1o Monrce ' ‘
itate for civil r:ghrs. The -ol:owmg

P t rA assassinale
february, they olanned to assdssinate,
his Atlanta l*eac‘cua:us But

arned DOJt the

after King's ulimate
anorney’s oifice in

iDe-

Two weeks
o tyrdon, the U S,
Kansas Lny fearnced that
'mtve lead' i

Robert

troopers a
assassinate

the Minufernen.
sulletin was s

in )() 5,
sucd to police in
alert for 2 member ©
‘rme“’é'é'ndﬂdm" erous, wWino ol
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an atl-no.ats b

“Three

-=red to gun him down w"°‘\ he

he Minute--

ened to kil Sen ator - /emcry He rc
')ormdly had rea d hate phlctcer
Frank Capell's wiid ,;ap(, 'oack, The.
Strange Death of Maearilyn Maonroc,
which accused Kennedy of arrangi
fot the Communists tc murde:
“movie queen to save himsclf
scandal.

5 -1 Fan aPee ]
Pict against Fui

Other people of promi
] have b_een m_a.'"“d for murder by th
b extremists. At the 1966 trial of Rohert’
DePugh, ex-Minuteman Jerry Brocks

o]

blurted from the witness stand: “Your
" Honor, I don’t know i | would be cut of

.order, but the defense attorney asked
"me i | was the one that promoted the
idea of killing -Senator W'!-' :m - Ful-
bright of Arkansas . .. | could name :
pecple invelved if you want me to do
that.” ) R,
‘Brocks” testimony was
Bi files contain details
hocdlums,
Minuteren, raised money
- City to buy a getaway car and were in
. the midst o. planning the assassination
vhen the FBI started investigating.
i lndc;c me F2l has compiled a list of

ople wno... the Minuie--
1.

men mter’d to knock off in case of “a
Communist  take-cver.” Among the
.names on the list are Vice President

Hubert Hur’\p'*. Chiel Justice Earl
Warren, ex-U.N. Ambassador Arthur
Goldberg and Sen. Wayne Morse

in March 1963, the Mintiemen
‘warned 20 congressmen who had voied
- against the House Un-American ivi

ies Committee that “cross hai
ne back of your necks.” Ti
message declared: “See the
thc corner where you buy ym

He may have a silencer-equiop
under his coat. That extra |
in *ne pocket of the insuranc
thar Cd’ls on you might be
gas What about your
dow but s,

v
1%

gun.

dying
Fiols are ot ¢o-

rircedom away
i

ey

'\ts, \"I*o are eve
‘more mrcstmncc' in their murder crics
have fingercd many of the
tended victims, An infor
in the past, tipped off Chicag
that a_group of militants ags

{‘)

nence, too, -

7



& "“.'O ‘iYant, at an
: POrRaNnG, at a

O the
. IR - -~ 1.
o 'QiC‘xl‘ 'o‘xgo

NS reason for

s measures in Chica

COMes

sach

Q L\'

iliustrated

strat

fentisis say
i3 in ahe ape stage,” de-

the races would

*u.e Ch..aum c1vx"za‘ o

tic. O“c tr«;t ac-
J. Edgar Hoover of con-

ing “innumerable crematories and
atrati throughout _the

LS equahv fan tas
21

,,-,.u
wasn't n

w!:;ie man is
4
Sty

Yo; oy your

rs o usuzily ¢
> violence ”*cy
icions, exacer-

tho back-

iy avempted to do it -

downright

pamphlet.

site extremes is jliu

Both white and black
formed z
themselves by such
Breakihrot m.‘*, Countertinrust,
Associated  Yeomen
Youth Corps and
American  Constitution.
racists have a penchant for lo
whose initials speil
words as COMBAT, FIGHT, FUSE, RAM,
RAP and SCAR. Some of these groups
on both sides are grimly preparing for
a race war. The more radical call not
only for assassinations but for outright
_gucrrilia wariare.
“Prepare yourseives and your sons,
urges a Paul Revere bulletin, “to fight

racists

Paul Re-
Christian

he black
ong names,

_in the streets, in the alleys, in the parks, -

in public buildings, around the wates-
works, power plants, city hall, TV, ‘"*:d
radio stations, while your wifé ar\d

daughters nrotect thcxr lives “nd your
home with gas masks, shotguns, rifles
ard pistols.”
The Black
“prime minister”
puts out a

Panther Party, whose
is Stokely Carmichacl;

Defenders of the .
T

ut such f'"ht»ng '

"

similar “mandate” to its

members.”All members,” declares Man- .

date No. 3, “must acquire the technical
v;pment to defend their homes and

tE eir dependents and shall do so. Any -

member of the party having such tech-.
nical eauipment who nlls to defend his

reshoid shall be expeiled

Black militants have called the.past
r “mere dress rehearsals for

same view that a viclent shnowdown is

coming. Yet, astonishingly, ' thesc

'__av\;wec: enemies f‘mvc been known to

}

s
ant leaders urged followers ¢
ior George Wallace, who was ziso the
cgrwda:e of the white militants.

The close alliance betwaen the > OpDOC-
ustrated by the Black

:v;us’vx"‘ mov‘cmem ils prophet and
Molamm d was
tdur ..n\/\/c l" \'\mri! a sedi-

had the backing of
akatashi, who for ten
rbor. directed

Years or eced

japanese int

(

his Iv‘us'"‘rs before
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from the -

nS "White militants take the -

~in Los An
~students who claimed 1o represent the

O @

nave
71 3rouDs. The white racists.
names  as

¢ “liber- -

Pearl H ﬂrbo. at they wou!d oY
ated” | by the J nese after an attack on |

<

the US. in 19#1 r’owcvc', he was never
-tried for sedition but was convAchc of -
'dfaft evasion.

An ab

From pro-Axis, Mohammad has now

cut-face

“excculed a complete about-face and
'pfcﬁc"‘ses the Marxist line.

His chief

disciple, Mealce!lm X, became an ocut-

spoken Marxist before his defcction
and murder in 1965, And Maicolm X's

chief disciple was Stokely Carmichael,
an open admirer of Communist heroes
Che Guevara, Mao Tse-tung and Ho Chi

- Minh,

Ancther curious trait, which hoth
Right-wing and Left-wing extremists
have in common, b an anti-Semitic bias..

The Nazi Party and 2lack Panther Party
use almost identical, . inilammatory
language in attacking Jews. A black raily

geles was attended by Ara

‘Tri-Continental  Students
Extremist doctrine from

" Right helped to incite the assassinations
oi the Kennedy hrothers and Dr. King.

The three martyred leaders were
brought to a violent end by three hu-
rman ciphers, who for dar
but"they could underst
into their own hands.
other invisible fingers or
The atmosph in  Dalles

! when President

ere
charged with nitred

‘Kennedy arrived for his date with death

five years agc. “Wanted”
were handed cut in the stre
ing front and side views of si

ent, with the words: “Wanted ior
Treason.”

Ali the \/‘\ile, waiting for him wit
Italian-made Mann! ld‘cr—Cu.La.‘o ris
was Lee Harvey Osw d. T :
pouton Oswa!d' acewast ¢

surged-through his m'nd
ing with the v-o'em, revolut
rines of Karl Ma

un-
Oswald

library Bbooks about
! ced a Play for
Cuba in New Orleans and

ommu ee
» the Casiro forces. Once,

.n{-\\’H‘”

s!‘ou the night at Rigt
" )
'*\vm Wal '\er. Another
the vice president

.nson), but *"> wiie
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\m“o stands ac Liacd
was nour-

ed. He was
e town of
yo:'a izened
n

. Vi -

Ray,

vise
“ir
i

T

Eu'
3

“hcz‘.ry
influencing Rav r’o-r
be sure how much of it
but he got more and
grew older.”
tumm acknowl-
me, l.mmcd in silence to
stions about his relationship witt
2y, t 8 up without uttering an-
ther word. Others who knew Ray have
escribed him as a Negro-hating racist.
n, who pumped .22 slugs
ennedy, learned to hate
came to this country. He was
it a..::'.-}ewish hate propaganda in
choo!, financed large-
the Unuca Na-

as

(6]

+
f s
]
(@]
(6]
[

Jews sitting
wo of them
In t?l'

o 6

how many Jews will you hav

d/
“All these refuc crusaders,”
Mahmoud Nagt rab Informa-
tion Center told PAR/ ‘TH at :s why,

perhaps, Sirhan C.Luk,-&.(, to ¢
dramatize f f

Sme 17 r,.n, 5
ans. deed, Si

:'c:c-'m'mc to

More 1:‘_'1 900 Ama refugees have
try from an environ-

or exam-

Can the poisonous brew. of propa-
ganda, which incites these men to
violence, be shut off? It is dangerous to
tamper with freedom of the press or
speech. Yet the law recognizes that a
rabble rouser must not be allowed to
incite an inflamed mob, causing them to
kill and burn.

Tensions are so volatile in this coun--
try that the authorities should consider
taking legal action against anyone
whose outpourings might be likely to
precipitate violence against individuals
or races. Before Washington’s ex-U.S.
Attorney David Bress was appointed to
the federal bench, he was studying
scurrilous, inflammatory literature put
out by hate groups to see whether it
violated the criminal libel laws. :

Never before has the public been
more in need of protection from the
haté mongérs. e

\\-\‘. ,\ ‘/v‘/
SIRHAN SIRHAN

e
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TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

FILE (44-561) DATE: 11-22-68
SAC
MURKIN

On November 22, 1968, Supervisor RICHARD E. LONG,
Civil Rights Section, SOG, telephonically advised that
information had been received from the Legat, Ottawa, that
JAMES EARL RAY reportedly had a 1962 Plymouth, 4-door sedan,
in Canada, bearing 1967 Illinois license LM 5942, RAY
gave his address as 507 Chestnut Street, Chicago, Illinois;
this, however, is the address of the Indian Trail Restaurant
at Winnetka, Illinois, where, according to WILLIAM BRADFORD
HUIE, author of the Look magazine article, indicated that RAY
had been employed.

SA ROBERT RASCOE contacted the Illinois State Motor
Vehicle Bureau and determined the 1967 license LM 5942 was
issued to JOHN L., RAYNS, 507 Chestnut, P. O. Box 293, Winnetka,
I1linois, for a 1962 Plymouth, 4-door sedan, VIN 2921165934.
The title number issued was B1604563, These records indicated
a driver's permit was also issued to RAYNS numbered D 754464,
As of August 18, 1967, apparently the time of the issuance of
the Illinois license plate, there was no lien against the 1962
Plymouth. The license number LM 5942 had previously been assigned
to a 1959 Chrysler, 2-door, VIN M531108240.

The 1962 Plymouth 4-door, was, according to MVD records,
purchased at Bundy Oldsmobile, 711 Illinois Avenue, East St.
Louis, Illinois. '

LEAD

Belleville at East St. Louis should conduct investi-
gation at Bundﬁg Oldsmobile to develop all pertinent information
concerning RAY'S purchase of this automobile. This investigation
must be expedited and promptly reported.

SERIALIZE AELED &

NOV2 2 1968°
Bl — SPRINGFIELD >

TC:VLS w LSJ /ﬁ SEARCHED _z)...... INDEXED <.
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FILE (44-561) » Co 11-22-68
SAC
'MURKIN

On November 22, 1968, Supervisor RICHARD E. LONG,
Civil Rights Section, SOG, telephonically advised that
information had been received from the Legat, Ottawa, that
JAMES EARL RAY reportedly had a 1962 Plymouth, 4-door sedan,
in Canada, bearing 1967 Illinois license LM 5942, BAY
gave his address as 507 Chestnut Street, Chicago, Illinois;
this, however, is the address of the Indian Trail Restaurant
at Winnetka, Illinois, where, according to WILLIAM BRADFORD
HUIE, author of the Look magazine article, indicated that RAY
had been employed. : ,

SA ROBERT RASCOE contacted the Illinois State Motor
Vehicle Bureau and determined the 1967 license LM 5942 was .
issued to JOHN L. RAYNS, 507 Chestnut, P. O. Box 293, Winnetka,
Il1linois, for a 1962 Plymouth, 4-door sedan, VIN 2921165934.
The title number issued was B1604563. These records indicated
a driver's permit was also issued to RAYNS numbered D 754464.
As of August 18, 1967, apparently the time of the issuance of
the Illinois license plate, there was no lien against the 1962
Plymouth. The license number LM 5942 had previously been assigned

to a 1959 Chrysler, 2~door, VIN M531108240.

The 1962 Plymouth 4-door, was, according to MVD records,
purchased at Bundy Oldsmobile, 711 Illinois Avenue, East St.
Louis, Illinois, : - ’ ‘

LEAD

Belleville at East St. Louis should conduct investi=-
gation at Bund Oldsmobile to develop all pertinent information
concerning RAY's purchase of this automobile. This investigation
must be expedited and promptly reported. _

g e | | | T4/ - 7T
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FD-36 (Rev., 5-22-64) .
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FBI :

|

Date: 11-25-68 |

|

Transmit the following in. i i '

‘ (Type in plaintext or code) :

Vi AIRTEL URGENT J

ia : i

(Priority) i
_____________;______________________________5___L ________ -

TO DIRECTOR
FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561 2P

MURKIN
'LOOK MAGAZINE ARTICLE INDICATES JAMES EARL RAY
PURCHASED NINETEEN SIXTYTWO PLYMOUTH, EAST ST. LOUIS,
ILLINOIS. ILLINOIS MVB RECORDS SHOW NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN
LICENSE LM FIVE NINE FOUR TWO ISSUED TO JOHN L. RAYNS,
FIVE NAUGHT SEVEN CHESTNUT, P. O. BOX TWO NINE THREE,
WINNETKA, ILLINOIS, FOR SIXTYTWO PLYMOUTH, FOUR DOOR SEDAN,
VIN TWO NINE TWO ONE ONE SIX FIVE NINE THREE FOUR, ILLINOIS
TITLE NUMBER B ONE SIX NAUGHT FOUR FIVE SIX THREE. "DRIVERS
PERMIT" ISSUED TO RAYNS NUMBERED D SEVEN FIVE FOUR FOUR
SIX FOUR.
LICENSE NUMBER LM FIVE NINE FOUR TWO PREVIOUSLY
ISSUED TO FIFTYNINE CHRYSLER TWO DOOR, VIN M FIVE THREE
ONE ONE NAUGHT EIGHT TWO FOUR NAUGHT.
PLYMOUTH PURCHASED BUNDY OLDSMOBILE, SEVEN ONE ONE
ILLINOIS AVENUE, EAST ST. LOUIS. ARTICLE INDICATES PLYMOUTH

SOLD IN CHICAGO DURING SIXTYSEVEN. s““ﬂw’-’"‘"‘“”i """"""

(j?— 44-561

1 - Chicago (AM)
1 - Memphis (AM)
TC+VLS

(3)

Approved: Sent
Spe Ag M Chd¥ge
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FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via —
(Priority)

e e e L

SI 44-561

INVESTIGATION CONTINUING TO DEVELOP TITLE HISTORY
TO DETERMINE DISPOSITION OF SIXTYTWO PLYMOUTH.
2
Approved: Sent M Per

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI WASH DC

534 PM  URGENT
TO DIRECTOR
FROM SPRINGFIELD (44-561 ’ oF

MURKIN

LOOK MAGAZINE ARTICLE INDICATATES JAMES EARL RAY
PURCHASED NINETEEN SIXTYTWO PLYMOUTH, EAST STo LOUIS:
ILLINGCIS. ILLINOIS MVB RECORDS SHOW NINETEEN SIXTHSEVEN ' 1”
LINCENCE LM FIVE NINE FOUR TWO ISSQED TO JOHN L. RAYNS,

FIVE NAUGHT SEVEN CHESTNUT» P. 0. BOX TWO NINE THREE.,
WINNETKA, ILLINCIS, FOR SIXTYTWO PLYMOUTH, FOUR DOOR SEDAN, o
vViN'TWO NINE TWO ONE ONE SIX FIVE NINE THREE FOUR, ILLINOIS

TITLE NUMBER B ONE SIX NAUGHT FOUR FIVE SIX THREE. “DRIVERS

[

PéﬁMIT" ISSUED TO RAYNS NUMBERED D SEVEN FIVE FOUR FOUR
SIX FOUR. | |

LICENSE NUMBER LM FIVE NI&E FOUR TWO PREVIOUSLY
ISSUED TO FIFTYNINE CHRYSLER TWO DOOR VIN M FIVE THREE
ONE ONE NAUGHT EIGHT TWO FOUR NAUGHT.

PLYMOUTH PURCHASED BUNDY OLDSMDBILE,'SEVEN‘ONE ONE :

ILLINOIS AVENUE EAST ST. LOUIS. ARTICLE INDICATES PLYMOUTH

SOLD IN CHICAGO DURING SIXTYSEVEN. - 9Z§/ _
| | - 3 é// < 2
END PAGEONE INDEXED e e
FILED £
J
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PAGE TWO

ST 44-561 ’ 4
INVESTIGATION GONTINUING TO DEVELOP TITLE HISTORY ' ;

TO DETERMINE DISPOSITION OF SIXTYTWO PLYMOUTH.

END 2
FBI WASH DC -
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TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

%

5010-108

44-561 SERIALZES '

"1 - 91-3699 (Bank of Alton) r/\ NQJ 2 6 19bb
WJB:vr - NY: H‘[\Qru%\l
(3) Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularl INSavings \Plark 5 |

OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10
MAY 1982 EDITION

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

e
Memorandum

: SAC (44-561) DATE: 11/26/68

' SA WILLIAM J. BILLEAUD

MURKIN -

Following investigation was conducted by SA WILLIAM J. BILLEAUD

On 11/26/68 Mr, JOHN L. WEST, Salesman, Bundy Oldsmobile,
Inc., 8th and Illinois, East St. Louis, advised that records
of his company indicate that JOHN L, RAYNS, 507 Chestnut,
P.0.Box 293, Winnetka, Illinois, purchased a 1962 Plymouth,
four-door sedan, VIN 2921165934 on 7/14/67, as per invoice #6852,
Mr. WEST advised that this invoice indicates that the price of
the above car was $200, In addition, there was sales tax
in the amount of $9.50 and a notary fee in the amount of 50 cents,
bringing total price of the automobile to $210. Mr. WEST
further advised that his records indicate that RAYNS made
a cash deposit of $20, as per receipt #38466 dated 7-14-67,
and apparently returned shortly thereafter with the balance
of $190, as the records indicate receipt #38469 dated 7-14-67
indicate RAYNS paid this amount. WEST pointed out that although
he could not be specific as to the time element involved between
the period of time that the $20 cash deposit was paid and the
balance of $190 was paid, it was apparently only a matter of
a few minutes to an hour, since there were only two receipts
issued between deposit receipt and balance receipt given to RAYNS,.

Mr. WEST pointed out that there was no trade-in involved
in the transaction, He also advised his file on RAYNS indicates
Illinois sales tax form #1978804, which was dated 7-14-67,
was completed on that date and this along with the license
information was mailed to the Secretary of State's Office,
Springfield, on 7/31/67. Mx. WEST stated that from his records
he had to assume RAYNS transferred his license from a previously
owned automobile to thel962 Plymouth, inasmuch as he was able
to find a receipt #463 in the amount of $3, which is the fee
normally paid for transfer of title. WEST stated if an
individual purchases an automobile and applies for a new license,
he would be charged a minimum of $7.

WEST advised he recalled that the 1962 Plymouth was
taken into Bundy Oldsmobile as the trade-in from an unrecalled
Negro male who had purchased a new Cutlass, about a months/$/1§22/' 7%
prior to the transaction w1th RAYNS. /WES st 7

W TTRVITIRS YD)
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SI 44-561

salesman who sold the_car to RAYNS was GOBEL BIGGS.

Mr. WEST stated he could not specifically recall the -
sale of the automobile to RAYNS. He stated photographs of
JAMES EARL RAY were unfamiliar to him. He likewise showed.
photograph to other sales personnel at Bundy Oldsmobile
and they, too, stated they could not recall RAY as ever having:
been in Bundy Oldsmobile. WEST did point out, however,
that his business is primarily the sale of new cars and
used cars of a higher quality than the automobile sold to
RAYNS, Therefore, the transaction was somewhat insignificant
and he was unable to recall any further specific details
and was only able to furnish the above information as
direct result of review of the receipts, invoices and
orders set forth above.

: Mr. GOBEL BIGGS, Salesman, Bundy Oldsmobile, InQ.,'
East St. Louis, after reviewing the invoice orders and other
receipts pertaining to the sale of 1962 Plymouth, four door

sedan, VIN 2921165934 which he sold to JOHN L, RAYNS, 507 Chestnut,

P.0.Box 293, Winnetka, Illinois, statedhe could not recall this
individual or anything of the transaction. Mr., BIGGS advised
the transaction was rather insignificant and it involved the
sale of a "junker'" with $200, and he could have possibly
remembered more about the man had he sold the individual a

new car or a used car in better condition. Mr. BIGGS did state,
however, that he still has in his possession a '"follow-up
information card" for JOHN L. RAYNS with the address of 507
Chestnut, Post Office Box 293, Winnetka, Illinois, and he

'~ indicates on this cardthat RAYNS purchased a 1962 Plymouth

on 7/14/67. Mr. BIGGS stated it is the policy at Bundy
Oldsmobile for all salesmen to send new car literature to
individuals to whom they have sold automobiles in the past;

and, based on this information card, he is relatively certain
that he has sent such literature to RAYNS at the above address

on at least 7 or 8 occasions, since the initialy purchase

of the 1962 Plymouth. He stated he has no way of knowing whether
this literature was received by RAYNS at this address or whether
it was returned by the Post Office. He stated if such literature
would have been returned by the Post Office to Bundy Oldsmobile,
it would have just been destroyed; therefore, he would have

no way of knowing whether or not it was actually received.

Mr. BIGGS, upon viewing photograph of JAMES EARL RAY, stated he
could not associate this individual with being identical with

~RAYNS and was unable to furnish any other details as to the

transaction, including the manner of payment, although he was
certain from the invoice and receipts that this automobile
was paid for in cash.

-2_
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SAC (44-561) | i - 11/26/68.
SA WILLIAM J. BILLEAUD
'MURKIN

Following investigation‘was'conducted by SA WILLIAM J. BILLEAU

On 11/26/68 Mr. JOHN L. WEST, Salesman, Bundy Oldsmobile,
Inc., 8th and Illinois, East St. lLouis, advised that records
of his company indicate that JOHN L. RAYNS, 507 Chestnut, ‘
P.0.Box 293, Winnetka, Illinois, purchased a 1962 Plymouth,
four-door sedan, VIN 2921165934 on 7/14/67, as per invoice #6852,
_Mr. WEST advised that this invoice indicates that the price of
thé above car was $200. In addition, there was sales tax
in the amount of $9.50 and a notary fee in the amount of 50 cents,
bringing total price of the automobile to $210. Mr. WEST
further advised that his records indicate that RAYNS made
a cash deposit of $20, as per receipt #38466 dated 7-14-67,
and apparently returned shortly thereafter with the balance
of $190, as the records indicate receipt #38469 dated 7-14-67
indicate RAYNS paid this amount. WEST pointed out that although
he could not be specific as to the time element involved between . .
the period of time that the $20 cash deposit was paid and the
balance of $190 was paid, it was apparently only a matter of
a few minutes to an hour, since there were only two receipts
1ssued between deposit receipt and balance receipt given to RAYNS.

Mr. WEST pointed out that there was no trade-in 1nvolved
in the transaction. He also advised his file on RAYNS indicates
Illinois sales tax form #1978804, which was dated 7-14-67,

.was completed on that date and thls along with the license
information was mailed to the Secretary of State's Office,
Springfield, on 7/31/67. Myr. WEST stated that from his records

‘he had to assume RAYNS transferred his license from a previously
owned automobile to thel962 Plymouth, inasmuch as he was able

to find a receipt #463 in the amount of $3, which- is the fee
normally paid for transfer of title., WEST stated if an -
individual purchases an automobile and applies for a new llcense, .
he would be charged a minimum of $7.

WEST advised he recalled that the 1562 Plymouth was
taken into Bundy Oldsmobile as the trade-in from an unrecalled
Negro male who had purchased a new Cutlass,about a month.~j
prior to the transaction with RAYNS. WEST sta ;-.tha« ey

24561 » - &
1 - 91-3699 (Bank of Alton) VU’Z lgb //Cx
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salesman who sold the car to RAYNS was GOBEL BIGGS.

. Mr. WEST stated he could not specifically recall the
sale of the automobile to RAYNS, He stated photographs of
JAMES EARL RAY were unfamiliar to him. He likewise showed -
photograph to other sales personnel at Bundy Oldsmobile
- and they, too, stated they could not recall RAY as ever having
been in Bundy Oldsmobile., WEST did point out, however,
that his business is primarily the sale of new cars and
"used cars of a higher quality than the automobile sold to
RAYNS, Therefore, the transaction was somewhat insignificant
and he was unable to recall any further specific details
and was only able to furnish the above information as -
direct result of review of the ‘receipts, invoices and
‘orders. set forth above.

Mr. GOBEL'BIGGS, Salesman, Bundy Oldsmobile, Inc.,
East St. Louis, after reviewing the invoice orders and other
receipts pertaining to the sale of 1962 Plymouth, four door

-_ sedan, VIN 2921165934 which he sold to JOHN L. RAYNS, 507 Chestnut,

P.O0.Box 293, Winnetka, Illinois, statedhe could not recall_thls
individual or anything of the transaction. Mr, BIGGS advised
the transaction was rather insignificant and it involved the
sale of a "junker" with $200, and he could have possibly
remembered more about the man had he sold the individual a
new car or a used car in better condition. Mr. BIGGS did state,
~however, that he still has in his possession a "follow-up
information card" for JOHN L. RAYNS with the address of 507
Chestnut, Pbst Office Box 293, Winnetka, Illinois, and he
indlcates on this cardthat RAYNS purchased a 1962 Plymouth.
on 7/14/67. Mr. BIGGS stated it is the policy at Bundy

. Oldsmobile for all salesmen to send new car literature to -

individuals to whom they have sold automobiles in the past;
- and, based on this information card, he is relatively certain

- that he has sent such literature to RAYNS at the above address

on at least 7 or 8 occasions, since the initial; purchase

of the 1962 Plymouth. He stated he has no way of knowing whether
this literature was received by RAYNS at this address or whether
it was returned by the Post Office. . He stated if such literature
' would have been returned by the Post Office to Bundy Oldsmobile,
it would have just been destroyed; therefore,: he would have

no way of knowing whether or not it was actually received.

Mr. BIGGS, upon viewing photograph of JAMES EARL RAY, stated he
could not associate this individual with being identical with
RAYNS and was unable to furnish any other details as to the
transaction, including the manner of payment, although he was
certain from the invoice and recelpts that thls automobile

was pa1d for in cash

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

5010-108

OFTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC (44-561) DATE: 11/26/68
CC BILLY G. OLENSKI

MURKIN

JAMES TABOR, Supervisor, Auto Registration Section,
Secretary of State's Office, Springfield, Illinois, advised
on 11/26/68, that 1967 Illinois license LM 5942 was issued on
8/8/67 to JOHN L, RAYNS, 507 Chestnut, Post Office Box 293,
Winnetka, Illinois, for a 1962 Plymouth, four door, sedan,
VIN 2921165934. TABOR advised that the 1962 Plymouth,
four door, was purchased 7/14/67 from Bundy Oldsmobile,

711 Illinois Avenue, East St. Louis, Illinois.

GENEVA JONES, Supervisor, Drivers License Section,
Secretary of State's Office, Springfield, Illinois, advised
that JOHN L, RAYNS, 507 Chestnut, Winnetka, Illinois, failed
his license exam and driving exam on 6/9/67; however, he passed
his exams on 6/12/67. On 6/21/67, RAYNS was issued Operator's
License #R520-4723-3045, and this license describes him as
5'9'", 158 1lbs., brown hair, blue eyes, DOB 2/14/33. Permit
#D754464 had also been issued on 6/21/67.

SEARCHED.._0:. iNDEXE .
w 17 } SERIALIZE 5> _...FlLlit.?‘.lxj‘?iﬂ-:t _
\ \?/U\ NOY2 " iesg

=~ _FBI- SPRINGFIEL
A LCEM/J i N
5N

L - 5Cs - Poo
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



[ @

SAC (44-561) 11/26/68
CC BILLY G. OLENSKI

MURKIN

JAMES TABOR, Supervisor, Auto Registration Section,

~ Secretary of State's Office, Springfield, Illinois, advised
on 11/26/68, that 1967 Illinois license LM 5942 was issued on

8/8/67 to JOHN L. RAYNS, 507 Chestnut, Post Office Box 293,
Winnetka, Illinois, for a 1962 Plymouth, four door, sedan,
VIN 2921165934. TABOR advised that the 1962 Plymouth,
four door, was purchased 7/14/67 from Bundy Oldsmobile,
711 Illinois Avenue, East St. Louis, Illinois.

GENEVA JONES, Supervisor, Drivers License Section,
Secretary of State's Office, Springfield, Illinois, advised
that JOHN L. RAYNS, 507 Chestnut, Winnetka, Illinois, failed
his license exam and driving exam on 6/9/67; however, he passed
his exams on 6/12/67. On 6/21/67, RAYNS was issued Operator s
License #R520-~-4723-3045, and this license describes him as
5'9", 158 1lbs., brown hair blue eyes, DOB 2/14/33. Pernit
#D754464 had also been issued on 6/21/67.

: 44-561

BGO/epp
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UNITED STATES DEPA MENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

.

In Reply, Please Refer to Spl’ i Tlp'f ield 5 I1linois
File No. Novembexr 26, 1268

JAMES IARL, RAY

JAMES TABOR, Supervisor, Auto Registration Section,
Secretary of State's Office, Springfield, Illinocis, advised
on November 26, 1968, that- 1Q;7 T1linois license LM 5942
was issued on August 8, 1667, to JOHN L., RAYHB, 507 Chestnut,
Post Cffice Box 223, Winnetha, Illinoig, for a 1962 P'VuOd(h
fecur door sedan, Vehicle Identification Number ?JMLLGGSBﬁ
TABOR advised that the 1962 Plymouth, four door, was purchased
July 14, 1967, from Bundy Oldsmobhile, 711 ll]anl Avenue,
Last St. Louis, Illinois.

GENEVA JONES, Supervisor, Drivers License Sect“ox
Secretary of State's Ofifice, Springfield, Illinois, ac 1qcu
that JOAN L, RAYNS, 507 Chcstnut, WlnnGtAa’ Illinois, Fﬁjlcd
his license CX&Mlhqthn and driving examination on June 9,
1967; however, he passed his examinations on June 12, 1967,
On Junpe 21, 1967, RAYNS was issued Operator's License

R520- /YZO-VOAQ and this license describes him as b feet
9 inches tall, 158 pounds, brown hair, blue eyes, born
February 14, 1932. Permit #D754464 had also been issued
on June 21, 1967.

This document contains neither recommendations nor

.conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is
_loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency.
SEARCHED., srersssgssresenn

11 - Bureau (44-38861) SERIALIZED

2 - Memphis (44-1987) : \NDEX gl

2 - Chicago (44-1T14) DEED%ﬁjxmhmmnw M

Springfield (44-561) FILED 4
/epp

(17) /ﬁf;///
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UNIT}"‘ STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to Springfield, Yllinois

File No.

Novembexr 26, 1968 -

JAMES EARL RAY

JAMES TABCR, Supervisor, Auto Registration Section,
Secretary of State's Office Spr'nofﬁeld Illinois, advised
on November 26, 1968, that 1867 Illinois license LM 5942

was issued on Augu.t 8, 1967, to JOHN L., RAYNS, 507 Chestnut,
Pogt Office Box 293, Winzocka, I1llinois, for a 1962 Plymouth,
four docor sedan, Vehicle Identification Number 2921165934
TABOR advised that the 1882 Plymouth, four door, was pu:chasvd
dJuly 14, 1967, from Bundy Oldsmobile, 711 Illin01: Avenue,
LZast ' St. LOUlS, ITllinois.

-3
©

"-3 ! L‘O

- GENEVA JORES, Supervisor, Drivers License Section,
Secretary of State's Office, Springfield, Illinois, advised

that JOHN L, RAYNS, 507 Chestnut, Wiﬂnetkt, Illinois, ¥failed

his license examination and driving examination on June 9,
1967 ; however, he passed his examinations on June 12, 1967,
On June 21, 1967, RAYNS was issued Operator's License
#R520- 474u~3045, and this license describes him as 5 feet

9 inches tall, 158 pounds, brown hull, blue eyes, born
February 14, 1933. Permit #D754464 had 2lso been issued

on June 21, 1967.

This document contains neither recommendations nor
qgnclu sions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is

“loaned to your agency; it and its coatanQ are not to be
distributed outside your agency.

11 - Bureau = (44-388¢1)
2 -~ liemphlis {(44-1387)

.~ Chicago (44-1114)
- Upringfield (44-5G1)

VR/epp
(17}

) —-5& /- D2
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FBI

Date: 11-25-68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via AIRTEL

(Priority)

Tod  SAC, Springfield (44-561)
SAC, Chicago (44-1114)

From: Director, FBI 44-38861)

MURKIN

Re Springfield airtel to Bureau dated 11-19-68.

You should insure that all known names that Ray
used are checked through Illinois Motor Vehicle Bureau to
determine if Ray purchased a veéhicle.

For your information records of a motel in
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada where Ray was registered as a guest on
August 18, 1967, indicates he was driving a Plymouth, license
No. LM 5942 (no further description given) and gives an
address of 507 Chestnut Street, Chicago, Illinois.

It is noted that 507 Chestnut Street, Winnetka,
Illinois, is the address of Indian Trail Restaurant where
Ray was employed after his escape from the Missouri State
Penitentiary.

Chicago will determine if 507 Chestnut Street exists
and if so, conduct apprqpriate inquiry.

b

Expedite your investigation.

Y s5e - Fos

Sent Via M

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



11-25-68

AIRTEL

To: SAC, Springfield (44-561)
SAC, Chicago (44-1114)

-From: Director, FBY 44-38861)

MURKIN

Re Springfield airtel to Bureau dated 11-19-68.

You should insure that all known names that Ray
used are checked through Illinois Motor Vehicle Bureau to
determine if Ray purchased a vehicle.

For your information records of a motel in
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada where Ray was registered as a guest on
August 18, 1967, indicates he was driving a Plymouth, license
No. LM 5942 (no further description given) and gives an :
address of 507 Chestnut Street, Chicago, Illinois. :

It is noted that 507 Chestnut Street, Winmetka,
Illinois, is the address of Indian Trail Restaurant where
Ray was employed after his escape from the Missouri State
Penitentiary.

.. Chicago will determine if 507 Chestnut Street exists,
and if so, conduct appropriate inquiry.

Expedite your 1nvestxgation.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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. FBI
Date: 11/28/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

ATIRTEL AIRMAIL
(Priority)

Via

T0: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIXLD (44-561) -P~

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Enclosed for the Bureau are 11 copies of a

transfers by JAMES EARL RAY, also known as,

are two copies cach of this letterhead memcrandum.

of registration and title records for 1939 Chrysler.
Plymouth mentioned in enclosed letterhead memorandum.

Illinois, mentioned in enclosed letterhead memorandum
appears identical to JERRY WILLIAM RAY, aka Ryan, bro
of Subdt*ct JAMES EARL RAY

interviewing each concerning th 1e t;unsqctlonu~montlnx
enclosed letterhead memorandum.

3 -~ Bureau (44-338861) (Enc. 11)

2 - Chicago (44-1114) (Enc. 16)

2 - Menphis (44-1987) (Enc. 2)
€D~ Springfield (44-561)
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Re Springfield airtel to Bureau dated 11/25/68.

head memorandum regarding automobile transactions and title
during the
Summer and ¥Fall of 1967. Also enclosed for Chicago and HMeuphi

Also enclosed herewith for Chiicago are 14 p‘
j24

should be noted that some of these photostats are not le

JERRY W. RYAN, 2897 Techny nu%d Horthbrook,

Chicago conduct appropriate investigation regarding
JERRY W, RYAN, 2897 Techny Road, Northbrook, Illinois, and
314 Wisconsin, Lake Forest, Illinois, and GJERDIS DOROTHEA
Rd‘, 1344 Haze Avenue, Deerfield, Illinois, and consider
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Approved: Sent M  Per

Special Agent in Charge
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM:. SAC, SPRINGFIFLD (44-561) -P-
SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Springfield airtel to Bureau dated 11/26/68.

. Inclosed for the Bureau are 11 copies of a letter-
head memorandum regarding automobile transactions and title
transfers by JAMES EARL RAY, also known as, during the
Summer and Fall of 1967. Also enclosed for Chicago and Memphis
are two copies each of this letterhead memorandum,

Also enclosed herewith for Chicago are 14 photostats
of registration and title records for 19859 Chrysler.and 1962
Plymouth mentioned in encloged letterhead memorandum. It
should be noted that some of these photestats are not legible.

JERRY W, RYAN, 2897 Techny Road, Northbrook,
Illinois, mentioned in enclosed letterhead memorandum,
appears identical to JERRY WILLIAM RAY, aka Ryan, brother
of subject JAMES EARL RAY, '

Chicago conduct appropriate investigation regarvding
JERRY W. RYAN, 2897 Techny Road, Northbhrook, Illinois, and
314 Wisconsin, Lake Forest, Illinois, and GJERDIS DOROTHEA
RAY, 1344 Hazel Avenue, Deerfield, Illinois, and consider
interviewing each concerning the transactions mentioned -in
enclosed letterhead menorandun.

3 -~ Bureau (44-38861) (Enc. 11)

2 -~ Chicago (44-1114) (Enc. 16)

2 - Menphis (44-1987) (Enc. 2)
- Springfield (44-561)
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Approved: Sent y ber

Special Agent in Charge
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OI JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUI{EA.U OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to _ Springfield, Illinois

File No.

November 29, 1968

JAMES EARL RAY

On November 26, 1968, Mr. JOHN L. WEST, Salesman,
Bundy Oldsmobile, Inc., 8th and Illinois, East St. Louis,
Illinois, advised that records of his company indicate that
JOHN L. RAYNS, 507 Chestnut, Post Office Box 293, Winnetka,
Illinois, purchased a 1962 Plymouth, four-door, Sedan,
VIN 2921165934, on July 14, 1967, as per invoice #6852.
Mr. WEST advised that this invoice indicates that the price
of the above car was $200. In addition, there was sales
tax in the amount of $9.50 and a notary fee in the amount
of 50 cents, bringing total price of the automobile to $210.
Mr. WEST furither advised that his records indicate that
RAYNS made a cash .deposit of $20, as per receipt #38466 dated
July 14, 1967, and apparently returned shortly thereafter with
the balance of $190, as the records indicate receipt #38469 .
dated July 14, 1967, indicate RAYNS paid this amount. WEST
pointed out that although he could not be specific as to the
time element involved between the period of time that the
$20 cash deposit was paid and the balance of $190 was paid,
it was apparently only a metter of a few minutes to an hour,
since there were only two receipts issued between deposit

receipt and balance receipt given to RAYNS.

Mr. WEST pointed out that there was no trade-in
involved in the transaction. He also advised his file on

RAYNS indicates Illinois sales tax form #1978804, which was

dated July 14, 1967, was completed on that date and this along
with the license information was mailed to the Secretary oi
State's Office, Springfield, Illinois, on July 31, 1967. Mr.

_ WEST stated that from his records he had to assume RAYNS

transferred his license from a previously owned automobile

to the 1962 Plymouth, inasmuch as he was able to find a receipt
#463, in the amount of $3.00, which is the fee normally paid
for transfer of title. Mr. WEST stated if an individual
purchases an automobile and applies for a new license, he
would be charged a minimum of $7.00. : '

SEARCHED
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JAMES EARL RAY

Mr. WEST advised he rzcalled that the 1962 Plymouth
was taken into Bundy Oldsmobile as the trade-in from an
unrecalled Negro male who had purchased a new Cutlass,; about
a month prior to the transaction with RAYNS. WEST stated
that the salesman who sold the car to RAYNS was GOBEL BIGGS.

Mr. WEST stated he could not specifically recall the
sale of the automobile to RAYNS. . He stated photographs of
JAMES EARL RAY were unfamiliar to him. He likewise showed
photograph to other sales personnel at Bundy Oldsmobile and
they, too, stated that they could not recall RAY as ever having
been in Bundy Oldsmobile., WEST did point out, however, that
his business is primarily the sale of new cars and used cars
of a higher quality than the automobile sold to RAYNS. There--
fore, the transaction was somewhat insignificant and he was
unable to recall any further specific details and was only
able to furnish the above information as direct result of
review of the receipts, invoices and orders set forth above.

_ Mr. GOBEL BIGGS, Salesman, Bundy Oldsmobile, Inc.,-
East St. Louis, Illinois, after reviewing the invoice oirders
and other receipts pertaining to the sale of 1962 Plymouth,
four-door, Sedan, VIN 2921165934, which he sold to JOHN L.
RAYNS, 507 Chestnut, Post Cfiice Box 293, Winnetka, Illinois,
stated he could not recall this individual or anything of the
transaction. Mr. BIGGS advised the transaction was rather
insignificant and it involved the sale of a "junker" with
$200, and he could have possibly remembered more about the man

‘had he sold the individual a new car or a used car in better

condition, Mr. BIGGS did state, however, that . he still has in
his possession a "follow-up information card" for JOHN L.
RAYNS with the address of 507 Chestnut, Post Office Box 293,
Winnetka, Illinois, and he indicates on this card that RAYNS
purchased a 1962 Plymouth on July 14, 1967. Mr. BIGGS stated
it is the policy at Bundy Oldsmobile for all salesmen to send
nev car literature to individuals to whom they have sold
automobiles in the past; and, based on this information card,
he is relatively certain that he has sent such literature to

. RAYNS at the above address on at least seven or eight occasions,

since the initial purchase of the 1962 Plymouth. He stated he

. has no way of knowing whether this literature was received by

RAYNS at this address or whether it was returned by the Post
Office., He stated if such literature would have been returned
by the Post Office to Bundy Oldsmobile, it would have just
been destroyed; therefore, he would have no way of knowing
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JAMES EARL RAY

whether or not it was actually received. BIGGS, upon
viewing photograph of JAMES EARL RAY, stated he could not
associate this individual with being identical with RAYNS
and was unable to furnish any other details as to the '
transaction, including the manner of payment, although he
was certain from the invoice and receipts that ihls
autonmobile was pawd for in cash.

Mr. JAMES TABOR, Supervisor, Auto Registration

Section, Secretary of SiaLe s Oifice, Springfield, Illinois,
qdv1sed on November 27, 1968, that a check of records reflect
that 1967 Illinois license LM-5942 was issued June S5, 1967, .
to JOHN LARRY RAYNS, 507 Chestnut, Box 293, Winnetka, Illinois,
for a 1959 Chrysler, two-door, VIN M531108240, which was
purchased used June 5, 1967, 1rom GEORGE SEYMOUR HEULER,
7102 North Sheridan Road Chlcago Illinois., Certificate
of Title #B1178475 issued June 6, 1967, to RAYNS for this

. vehicle with no lien. On August 8, 1967 above-mentioned

1967 Illinois license transferred io RA YNS for a 19862
Plymouth, four-door, VIN 2921165934, which was purchased
used July 14, 1967, from Bundy Oldsmobile, Inc., 711 Illinois
Avenue, East St. Louis, Illinois. The application for this
transfer reflects that above—menLloned 1959 Chrysler to be sold

- later. Certificate of Title #B1604563 issued August 8, 1967, to
RAYNS for instant Plymouuh with no lien.

—— ;

Mr. TABOR also advised that 1967 Illinois license
RT-5302 was issued 8/28/67 to JERRY W. RYAN, 2897 Techny

- Road, Northbrook, Illinois, for instant Plymouth, purchased
used August 25, 1967, from JOHN L. RAYNS, 507 Chestnut, Wlnnetka
Iliinois. Certlxlcate of Title ﬁBl777474 issued oeptemoer 7,
1967, to RYAN for thls Pi ymouth w1th no llen.

, Mr. TABOR also advised that 1967 Illinois license
SC-7905 was issued October 25, 1967, to GJERDIS DOROTHEA RAY,
1344 Hazel Avenue, Deerfield, Illinois, for instant 1962
Plymouth, purchased used October 20, 1987, from JERRY W, RYAN,
2897 Techny Road, Nortihbrook, Illinois. Certificate of Title
#B2105425 issued November 6, 1967, to RAY for this Plymouth
with no lien and has not been surrendered to date.

On November 29, 1968, Mrs. GENEVA JONES, Superviscr,
Driver's License Section, Secretary of State's Office, Springfield,
Illinois, advised she could find nothing in her files identifiable

-3 -
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JAMES EARL RAY

with GJERDIS DOROTHFEA RAY. Concerning JERRY W, RYAN she
furnished the following: :

Address: 314 VWisconsin,
Lake -Forest, Illinois
Date of Birth: July 16, 1935

Height: 5'9"
Weight: 178 pounds
Hair: - Brown .
Eyes: - Brown )
Driver's :
License . :
~Number: R500-4393-5202, which expires

July 16, 1971

. RYAN obtained this driver's license after taking

an examination on May 20, 1968, while driving a 1960 DeSoto.
. On April 19, 1968, Mr. WILLIAM KAUFMAN, Tllinois

State Board of Probation and Parole, Springfield, Illinois,
advised that one JERRY WILLIAM RAY, also known as JERRY
WILLIAM RYAN, white male, date of birth July 16, 1935, at
- Quincy, Illinois, 5'10", 170 pounds, with brown hair and
" .brown eyes, was the brother of JAMES EARL RAY.
: This document contains neither recommendations nor
-conclusions of the ¥BI. It is the property of the FBI and is
loaned to your agency,; it and its contents are not ito be
distributed outiside your agency. ’
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2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREA.U OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to Springfie 14 s Illinois

File No.

November 29, 1968

JAMES LARL RAY

. On November 26, 1968, Mr. JOHN L., WEST, Salesma
Bundy Oldsmobile, Inc., 8th and Illinois, East St. Louis,
Illinois, adv1sed that records of his company indicate thaL
JOHN L.,RAYNS, 507 Chestnut, Post Oifice Box 293 Wlnneik1
Illinois, purchased a 1962"PlynOULh four-~door, Sedan
VIN 2021165934, on July 14, 1967, as per 1nv01ce #6 8%2
Mr. WEST advised that this invoice indicates that the price
of the above car was $200. In addition, there was sales
tax in the amount of $9.50 and a notary fee in the amount
of 50 cents, bringing total price of the automobile to $210.
Mr. WEST furtither adviged that his records indicate that
RAYNS made a cash deposit of $20, as per receipt #38466 dated.
July 14, 1967, and apparently returned shortly thereafter with
the balance of $190, as the records indicate receipt #38469
dated July 14, 1967, indicate RAYNS paid this amount, WEST
pointed out that aluhough he could not be specific as to the
time element involved between the period of time that the
$20 cash deposit was paid and the balance of $190 was paid,
it was apparently only a metter of a few minutes to an hour,
since there were only two receipts issued between deposit
receipt and balance receipt given to RAYNS.

Mr. WEST pointed out that there was no trade-in

1nvolved‘1n the Atransaction, He also advised his file on

RAYNS indicates Illinois sales tax form #1978804, which was
dated July 14, 1967, was completed on that date and this along
with the llcense 1nformat10n was mailed to the Secretary of
State's Office, Springfield, 1111n01s on July 31, 1967. Mr.

. WEST stated that from his records he had to assume RAYNS

transferred his license from a previously owned automobile

to the 1962 Plymouth, inasmuch as he was able to find a receipt
#463, in the amount of $3.00, which is the fee normally paid
for transfer of title. Mr. WEST stated if an individual
purchases an automobile and applies for a new llcense he

w0u1d be charged a minimum of $7.00.
SEARCHED oo
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JAMES EARL RAY

Mr., WEST advised he recalled that the 1962 Plymouth
was taken into Bundy Oldsmobile as the trade-in from an
unrecalled Negro male who had purchased a new Cutlass, about.
a month prior to the transaction with RAYNS. WEST stated
that .the salesman who sold the car to RAYNS was GOBEL BXGGS.

_ Mr. WEST stated he could not specifically recall the
sale of the automobile to RAYNS. . He stated photographs oif
JAMES EARL RAY were unfamiliar to him. He likewise showed
photograph to other sales personnel at Bundy Oldsmobile and
they, too, stated that they could not recall RAY as ever having
been in Bundy Oldsmobile., WEST did point out, however, that
his business is primarily the sale of new cars and used cars
of a higher quality than the automobile sold to RAYNS., There-
fore, the transaction was somewhat insignificant and he was
unable to recall any further specific details and was only
able to furnish the above information as direct result of
- review of the receipts, invoices and orders set forth above,

‘ Mr. GOBEL BIGGS, Salesman, Bundy Oldsmobile, Inc.,-
East St. Louis, Illinois, after reviewing the invoice orders
and other receipts pertaining to the sale of 1962 Plymouth,
four-door, Sedan, VIN 2921165934, which he sold to JOHN L,
RAYNS, 507 Chestnut, Post Office Box 293, Winnetka, Illinois,.
stated he could not recall this individual or anything of the
transaction. Mr. BIGGS advised the transaction was rather
insignificant and it involved the sale of a "junker" with
$200, and he could have possibly remembered more about the man
‘had he sold the individual a new car or a used car in better
condition. Mr. BIGGS did state, however, that he still has in
his possession a "follow-up information card" for JOHN L.
RAYNS with the address of 507 Chestnut, Post Office Box 283,
Winnetka, Illinois, and he indicates on this card that RAYNS
purchased a 1962 Plymouth on July 14, 1967. Mr. BIGGS stated
it is the policy at Bundy Oldsmobile for all salesmen to send
new car literature to individuals to whom they have sold
automobiles in the past; and, based on this information card,
he is relatively certain that he has sent such literature to
RAYNS at the above address on at least seven or eight occasions,
since the initial purchase of the 1962 Plymouth. He stated he
. has no way of knowing whether this literature was received by
RAYNS at this address or whether it was returned by the Post
Office. He stated if such literature would have been returned
by the Post Office to Bundy Oldsmobile, it would have just
been destroyed; therefore, he would have no way of knowing

-2 -
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JAMES EARL RAY

whether or not it was actually received. BIGGS, upon :
viewing photograph of JAMES EARL RAY, stated he could not
associate this individual with be1n<T identical with RAYNS
and was unable to furnish any other details as to the '
transaction, including the manner of payment, although he
was certain Ifrom the invoice and receipts that this
automobile was paid for in cash.: '

Mr. JAMES TABOn, Superv1oor Auto Registration
Section, Secretary of State's Office, Springfield, Illinois,
advised on November 27, 1968, that a "check of records reflect
that 1967 Illinois license LI-5942 was issued June 5, 1967, .
to JOHN LARRY RAYNS, 507 ChesLnut, Box 293, Winnetka, Illinois,
for a 1959 Chrysler, two-door, VIN M531108240, which was
purchased used June 5, 1967, Irom GEORGE SFYMOUR HELLER,
7102 North Sheridan Roaa Chlcago Illinois, Certlflcaue
of Title #B1178475 issued June 6, 1967, to RAYNS for this
vehicle with no lien. On August 8, 19b7 above-mentioned
1867 Illinois license transferred to RAYNS for a 1962
Pilymouth, four-door, VIN 2921165934, which was purchased
used July 14, 1967, from Bundy Oldsmobile, Inc., 711 Illinois
Avenue, East St. Louis, Illinois. The application for this
transfer reflects that above-mentioned 1959 Chrysler to be sold
later. Certificate of Title #B1604563 issued August 8, 1967, to
RAYNS for instant Plymouuh w1th no lien.

Mr. TABOR also advised that 1967 Illinois license
RT-5302 was issued 8/28/67 to JERRY V. RYAN, 2897 Techny
Road, Northbrook, Illinois, for instant Plymouth,'purchased
used August 25, 1967 from JOHN L. RAYNS, 507 Chestnut, Winnetka,
IJliinois. Cer 111ca1e of Title 7B1777474 issued Septemb 7
1967, to RYAN for this Plymouth with no lien. :

2

Mr. TABOR also aav1sed that 1907 Illinois license
SC-7905 was issued October 25, 1967, to GJERDIS DOROTHEA RAY,
1344 Hazel Avenue, Deerfield, Illinois, for instant 1962
Plymouth, purchased used October 20, 1967, from JERRY W. RYAN,
2897 Techny Road, Nortihbrook, Illinois.  Certificate of Title
#B2105425 issued November 6, 1967, to RAY for this Plymouth
with no lien and has not been surrendered to date.

On November 29, 1968, Mrs. GENEVA JONES, Supervisor,
Driver's Licease SGCLlon Secretaly of State's OIflce Springfield,
Illinocis, advised she could flnd nothing in her flles identifiable

-
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JAMES EARL RAY

with GJERDIS DOROTEEA RAY. Concérning JIRRY W, RYAN she
furnished the following:

» Address: 314 Visconsin, v
Lazke .Forest, Illinois
Date of Birth: July 16, 1935 C

Height: 519" _
Weight: 178 pounds
Haixr: Brown '
. Eyes: e . Brown
Driver's :
License o o _
~Number: R500-4393-5202, which expires

dJuly 16, 1971

RYAN obtained this driver's license after taking
an examination on May 20, 1968, while driving a 1960 DeSoto.

On April 19, 1968, Mr. WILLIAM KAUFMAN, Illinois
State Board of Probation and Parole, Springfield, Illinois,
advised that one JERRY WILLIAM RAY, also known as JERRY
WILLIAM RYAN, white male, date of birth July 16, 1935, at
Quincy, Illinois, 5'10", 170 pounds, with brown hair and
brown eyes, was the brother of JAMES EARL RAY. T

: This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the ¥BI. It is the property of the FBI and is

loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency. ’ '

pus
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FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56)
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DETROIT (AM)

¢A0ﬁ50§ {AM)
LOS ANGELES (aM)
MOBILE {AM) o

SAN ANTONIO (aM)
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