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RE: RAY FELLOW PRISONERS
 ROBERT. POWELL |

AT FARMINGT@N MISSQURI, AND DOE RUN, ‘MISSOURI

yfzowing,1nvest1gat10n_was conducted by Special
Agent HOWARD G¢” SLACK on April 25, 1968, in order to locate
ERT POWELL/, former inmate at the Missouri School for Men.,
[s“investigation was predicated on receipt of a commumnication
from the Kansas City Division which advised that JAMES R, -
RUSSELL was a fellow inmate of JAMES EARL RAY, RUSSELL

at her resnience anw’atv1aed that she is the mother of ROBERT
POWELL, who was released from prison 1n February, 1968, Mrs,
POWELL stated she did not know her son’ 'S addr@ss ,but believed.
that he was empl@yed im St. Louis.

Mrs. POWELL viewed a ph@tograph of JAMES EARL RAY
but stated she had never seen him n@r had her son mentioned
his name.

was in prison at Jefferson Ci’, -

1967, to February 1, 1968. He sta&ed tnat ne knew JAMES EARL
RAY only slightly ‘sifce they both had worked'in food service
in prisom. POWELL advised that he may have talked to RAY but
they were not friends, POWELL further advised that he did not
know of any background information concerning RAY and he had
no information concerning RAY's escape from the prison and
did not know whether or not RAY used narcotics. POWELL stated
that RAY was somewhat of a loner and no one was very close to
him, POWELL stated that he had no idea of RAY's present
whereabouts,
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FD-302 (Rov. 1-25-60) .EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAT'

Rn/m/ Date May 8, 1968
EDWA EP* RICHARDSON, Missouri State Penitentiary

- JAMES

(MSP) #49632, was interviewed at his place of employment, the Jefferson
CLeanlng Shop, 1650 South Jefferson, Hig residence is in the rear of

al ment. RICHARDSON furnished imnformation that he was born
at Chillicothe, Missotri, and entered the MSP on a
murder charge from Trenton, MWissouri, im May, 1835, He was sentenced
to “death row” at that time but his death sentence was later commuted.
He was released from MSP on March 3@ 1965 aud has resided in the
8t. Louis area simce that time. o

{=

He described RAY as one of the “puts® or ”cowboygw who
accordimg to RICHARDS@N were small time hoodlums who would be
involved_in most any typ@ or petty thi@very or gamgsﬁ@rism g@lng
on inside the ingtitutiom,

RICHARDSON stated he” knew subject RAY only casually since
he worked more than 20 ea ¢ in the hospital im the institutiem
under Doctor HUGH W, > RICHARDSON stated he read some publicity
¢oncerning RAY™ aping Shatly after it occurred but had heard nothing
indicating that subgect RAY had beemn in. St. Louis or made any contacts
'in the St. Louis area simce that time,

He describ@d RAY as one @f the inmates who used mar@@tics
or medicine of any king whenever obtainable., He stated that his
nost frequent encounter with RAY was upon the occasions of RAY's v 1
reportang to the h@spital for sick:call, 4
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on 5/6/68 ot _St, Louis, Missouri  File#__ SL: 44-798

SA CLETIS B. BIDEWELL/mjb
b}SA WILLIAM H., WARFIELD : Date dictated __5/6/68
This d;:cumen\ contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It s the property of the FBl .and is loaned t‘o .
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
N ) -
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Fellow Prisoner: DONALD DEAN RIGGER
AT MOBERLY, MISSOURI |

The following investigation
SA WILLIAM R, DUNCAN on April 26, 19

s conducted by

°

Inmate DONALD DEAN I gﬁ_%% Number 03959, Missouri
Training School for Men, Moberliy, ssouri, advised that he
had been convicted in December of 1951, ‘and had been an
inmate at the Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson City,
Missouri, from December, 1951, through August of 1967,
While there, he worked in the kitchen at the Penitentiary
with RAY. RIGGER stated that no one was really friendly
with RAY. '

RIGGER stated that prior to his apprehension he
had jumped bond and had been in Salpillo Coahuila, Mexico.
Following his apprehension, he received mail from; Mexico.
RAY was aware of this and asked questions of him concerning
the economy in Mexico. He indicated particular interest in
the Mexican Army structure. RIGGER explained it was generally
understood by inmates that if they could get into the Mexican
Army they could effectively lose their idemntities,

RIGGER stated that in his estimation the person who
was most closely associated with RAY was inmate DONALD. JOHNSC

e ,«.?‘"ZA’N

who, to the best of his knowledge, is currently émployed 1
the bread room at the Missouri State Prison in Jefferson
Missouri.

ity,

RIGGER was unable to offer any suggestions as to the
present whereabouts of subject.
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FELLOW PRISONERS
AT MOBERLY, MISSOUR)/

The following }ﬂ6g;;igatlon was conducted by
SA WILLIAM R, DUNCAN on April 25, 1968’_

JANES, R..BUSSELL, inmate, Missouri Training School
for Men, :\-erly, M1ssour1, adv1sed he had been committed to
the Missouri .State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri, in-
November of 1965, and had remained confined there until

January, 1966, when he was transferred to Moberly, Mlssourl.

City as a parole v1olator in June 6f that year. He was in
P SOWELL, also known as BOB POWELL,
from August, 1967, Y, 1968, .

RUSSELL—Stated he knew JAMES EARL RAY by reputation
only, but did not khow him personally. RUSSELL was in the
prison kitchen at Jefferson City and also worked with POWELL.
Hle said POWELL mentioned that RAY, because of his escape, was
the cause of prison officials cutting down the size of the
boxes used to hold bread from the main kitchen., It was his
belief that POWELL was released in February, 1968, and was
thereafter employed by the American Car Company in St

¢d he recalled a Negro .penitentiary guard
Rembut stated he had never heard anyone
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"RE: FELLOW PRISONER - JOHN PAUL VELANTI

The following investigatibn was oonductéd at St.
Louis, Missouri, by SAs CLETIS B, BIDEWELL and WILLIAM H.
WARFIELD on May 3, 1968: '

resided there for approximately eight or nine months and is
‘employed as a radio broadcaster at the Lady of the Snows FM
Radio Station, WMRY, Belleville, Illinois. She advised that
VELANTI worked from about 11:00 a.m. until sometime around
8:00 p.m. but frequently did not return home until around
midnight., : .

’ Efforts to interview VELANTI on that date were nega-
tive. Appointment was made with VELANTI for an interview
on the morning of May 4, 1968, at the St. Louis FBI Office.
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FD-302 {Rev. 1-25-60) FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date 5~7-68

7

- JO PAUL VELA , 1632 South 18th Street, St. Louis,
Missouri, Was interviewed at the St. Louis Office of the FBI
and furnished the following information:

He viewed photographs of JAMES EARL RAY as depicted
on Wanted Flyer #442-A dated April 19, 1968. He advised that
none of these photographs resembled RAY as he recalls hinm,

He advised that the picture of RAY in the bow tie particularly
does not resemble him. He viewed a photograph of RAY taken

" by the St. Louis Police Department October 10, 1959, and stated
this is a very good likeness of RAY as he recalls him.

He advised that as a result of his employment as
a radio announcer he has frequently broadcast news releases
regarding RAY but failed to recognize RAY as a fellow inmate
‘at the Missouri State Penitentiary until viewing his photo-
graph in a newspaper.

He described RAY as a quiet type who was seldom

noticed. RAY did not gamble, play sports, or do anything

. to attract attention to himself while at the Missouri State
Penitentiary. He does not recall having ever spoken with
RAY or having been in the same dormitory as RAY. - However,
he does recall RAY's face from having seen him at the peni-
tentiary. He advised that RAY's escape attempts attracted
no attention to RAY inasmuch as there were freqguent such at-
tempts by numerous inmates.

VELANTI advised that he was in the Missouri State
Penitentiary -at Jefferson City, Missouri, from February 13,
1960, to December 19, 1964, at which time he was transferred

- to the Moberly Minimum Security Prison at Moberly, Missouri.
In December, 1966, he was transferred to the honor camp at
Fordland, Missouri. He was released on parole March 21, 1967,
He was sentenced to the Missouri State Penitentiary February
11, 1959, to serve a 20-year sentence for armed robbery.

While in the Missouri State Penitentiary VELANTI
advised that at one time or another he lived in all of the
halls. However, he does not believe he was ever housed in
the same hall as RAY.

4
‘

On _5-4-68 ot __St. Louis,  Missouri "File # __SL 44-775
SA WILLIAM H, WARFIELD 5-4-68
by SA CLETIS B, BIDEWELL _ WHW:amb Date dictated —4-

This document contains nelther recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI .and s loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to. be distributed outside your agency.
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While at the Missouri State Penitentiary he never
heard of money being offered for the death of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER
KING or anyone else. He advised that it was common knowledge
that anyone could "pick up a few bucks by killing guys like
that." He suggested that organizations such as the Ku Klux
Klan or other southern organizations commonly referred to
as the Klan resisting. the present 1ntegrat1ji9£9yement might

pay for the death of KING or other Negro leadexs.
VELANTI recalls that ORV LLE ‘paég/;;;;n as

PAPPY, whomesently resides at”® ismas  Hous St. Louis,
Missouri, lived in F&G Hall at the‘mfﬁggﬁﬁfw %te Penitentiary
with RAY. YVELANTI believes that he has seen GANN speaking

with RAY at the nitentiary. VEJANTI has not seen GANN since
he was released/but has heard thdt GANN was leased from
the penitenti y approx1mate1 one month 5. He recalls

JOHNNY Ré MA;ﬁE XENNY HURT, and NONEY EDEN
a ellow 1nmates 1ssour1 %gte'Penitent‘d”“ “THe P

believes -«:-: the true name of NONEY EDEN to be JAMES EDEN.. ..
He explained.. that EDEN is tongue-tied and was nicknamed NONEY
for his inability to pronounce bolcgna He is unaware of
EDEN s present whereabouts ’

' VELANTI advised that the name COOLEY (phonetic)
and Cooley's Organization have no meaning to him. He advised
that COOLEY may apply to a Negro immate at the Missouri State
" Penitentiary whose true identity is unknown to him,

The following description and background informa-
tlon was obtained through observation and 1nterview

Name JOHN PAUL VELANTI

Address 1632 South 18th Street, St.
‘ Louis, Missouri

Employment Announcer at WMRY, FM, 9500

West Route 460, Bellevzlle,
’ Illinois

Date of birth

Place of birth Portsmouth, Vlrglnla

Height o - 5o

Weight : - 180

Hair . .~ - Blagk, sl1ght1y recedlng

‘Eyes o Brown
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Tattoos

>Admitted convicg-
tions

Military service

Rdatives

Education

Religion

~Brother, ANTHONY,VE A

Butterfly and snake on left
outer forearm;

"Bayou Kid" and alligator riding
a pig on right outer forearm

1949, sentenced to five years
Louisiana State Penitentiary,
(burglary, served three years
‘and five months;

1956 to 1957, U, 8. Penitentiary,
Leavenworth, Kansas, imper-
sonating a Federal Agent;

February 11, 1959, sentenced
to 20 years Missouri State
Penitentiary, Jefferson City,
Missouri, armed robbery;

Served at Missouri State Peni-~
tentiary February 13, 1960,
to December, 1964; December,
1964, to December, 1966, at
Moberly, Missouri; December,
1966, to March 21, 1967, honor
camp at Fordland, Missouri,
parole officer - Mr, HICKMAN,
1500 Big Bend, Richmond Heigh

ial

Number RA 18 426 869
45, unEABWEadd: eés“'New Orleans,
Lou1s1ana. Advises he has
numerous brothers and sisters
who are unknown to him due

to the fact that he was reared
by fostex parents;

Foster father, ROQE.$@PQQMQRW
JACKSON, Delt‘v111e Virgi
deceased

Foster mother, LAURA JACKSON,

nee, DANYEL, 'pEftaville, Virginia
PEBTic schools at Deltaville,
Virginia
Catholic.
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PRISON ASSOCIATES OF
JAMES EARL RAY

, The following investigation was conducted by IC JOHN
D, DYER, JR.:

On April 30, 1968, review of the records at the
Metropolitan St. Louls Poligé Depariment, St. Louis, Missouri,
disclosed RAY EgﬁEﬁgwgf REN, St. Louis Police Department #70871,
was arrest on August 5¢ 1954, for robb@ry and was sentenced
on November 9, 1954 to sServe 20 years in the Missouri State
Penitentiary and was subsequently sentenced on February 10,
1955, to serve an additional 10 years in the Missouri State
Penitentiary. ‘

The records of the Metropolitan St. Louis Police
Department contained the following descriptive and background
data concerning WARREN:

Sex Male

Race White .

" Date of birth l ]
‘Place of birth Palmer, Missouri

Height Five feet, seven and one

, . half” 1nches

Weight 152

Hair Brown

Eyes Blue

Build Medium

Complexion Ruddy :
- Tattoos LOVE on fingers of right

hand; RAY on fingers

of left'hand; chain

around right wrist;
flowers on top of left
hand; numerous undescribed
tattoos on both arms
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JID : jmb
FRI No. . 219548
Marital status Single
Cecupation Laborer

Address {August, 1954) Rural
. Route #3, Box 424,
Florissant, Missouri
Relatives Parents: SCOIT and
THELMA WARREYW, Florissant,
Missourd;
Sisters: (addresses not
shown) IMOGENE TALLENT;
BETTY WARREN; BARBARA
VARREN; GERALDINE WARREWN;
SHARON WARREN;
Brothers: (addresses not
shown) SCOTT WARREN;
HAROLD WARREW: PAUL
WARREN; KENNY WARREK:;
FREDDIE WARREN: DELBERT
WARREN; CHRIST WARREN

On April 30, 1968, Mrs , CHARL@yE; RINTZ, Supervisor
of Fil@s, Commercial Credit Ra Rpany, St. houis, Missouri,
made avallable the file concermning @me RAY B, WARREN, no age
shown, known to that agency from September, 196% £0 B@@@mb@r,
1967, last known to reside at 2923 (2423) Barrett, St. Louis,
Hizsouri, and last known to be employed as an Assembler with
the National Vendors, St. Louis, Missouwri, im July, 1966. This
file indicated WARREN maintained a favorable credit rating
and falled to discloze any derogatory information.
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JAMES DAVID DAILEY
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AT ST, LOUIS, MISSOURI
RE: RAY ASSOCIATES

J. D, DAILEY

On April 19, 1968, Officer RONALD.-BOCKENKAME.
Intelligence Unit, St. Louis Poiice Department, advised
SA ROBERT. L., BENDER that he had been acquaznted with JAMES

EARL RAY when RAY had been in St Louis prior to his conviction
for the armed robbery of a Krogér store in 1959. He stated
further that one J, D Y., St. Louis Police Department
number 68254, was also acq inted with RAY and in his estima-
tion was the type of person who would offer RAY a place to
stay, money, or whatever he might need to avoid apprehension.
He described DAILEY as a gambler who formerly operated the
Halfway Cafe on Jefferson Avenue in S8t. Louis, Missouri, and
who during the middle of March 1968 moved to Portageville,
Missouri, where he currently operates a bus stop restaurant
under the name of LAFONTE. This restaurant is located on
Highway 61 just outside of Portageville,
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'RAY Associate: J. D, DAILEY

AT ST, BOUIS MISSOURI

: on April 20, 1968, Sergegg&wgmgéggggggyggg Intelllgence
Unit, St. Louis, Mlssour1, Po e Department, advxséd SA EDMUND

C. WELTON that at approximately 1 AM oh that date he had received

a telephone call at his residence from an attorney friend in

St. Louis, whose name he would not disclose under any circumstances
and who had told him that, in his opinion, S EARL RAY might be
hid out by an ex-convict named J, D?%Q LEX. on a farm owned by
DAILEY near e1ther Portagev111e or ag‘ell ‘Missouri.

SCHAFF stated the attornéy indicated that JAMES EARL
RAY in September, 1967, had been"hid out by J. D. DAILEY at
the Hathaway House 1549 Sout Jefferson St. Louis, which was
formerly owned by\DAILEY é;hzfattorney had 1ndicated he had
been contacted in-Séeptembe 967, by DAILEY, and offered
$1,500 if he.could square /the escape of RAY from the Missouri
State Penitentiary. He had. decl1ned to do so, and had indicated
he wanted nothing to do with the matter. The attorney had
emphasized that his identity should not be brought into this
case in any manner, Sergeant SCHAFF stated the attorney felt
if DAILEY had anything to d¢ with the subject he might hide
him on his farm near Portagéville or Wardell, Missouri.
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RAY Associate: J, D, DAILEY

AT ST, 1OUIS, MISSOURI

SergeaptﬁEDuw'DmﬁggAFR, Intelligence Unit, 8t. Louis,

Missouri, B3Tice Department, was telephonically contacted by
SA ROBERT 1., BENDER, on April 20, 1968,

Sergeant SCHAFF advised he had been in contact with
an informant, identified only as an elderly attorney
acquaintance known to Sergeant SCHAFF for over twenty-two years.
He stated this attorney had indicated that JAMES EARL RAY was
well acquainted with J, D, DAILEY, who is now residing in the
area of Portageville, Missouri. Sergeant SCHAFF stated that
. he could not, and would not, under any circumstances reveal
the identity of the attorney with whom he was in contact.

" He stated that attorney indicated there was a good
poss1b111ty that if RAY were in the State of Missouri, he
could be hiding out on PAILEY's farm, which he felt was located
in the v1cxn1ty of New Madrid or Kennett, Missouri.

Sergeant SCHAFF stated the attorney had called him
at approximately 11 PM on the night of April 19, 1968, and
had indicated that, although he did not know pOSitively, he
thought RAY could be hiding out on DAILEY's farm.,  SCHAFF
emphasized that this was only a "connection' between RAY and
DAILEY, and that his source, the attorney, did not know
positively that RAY was on the DATLEY farm. He stated the
attorney is well acquainted with DAILEY but has not talked
to him in over a year and does not know RAY very well., The
attorney is definitely not in touch with subject RAY.

. Sergeant SCHAFF stated he had given the FBI every

bit of information he has learned from his lawyer source,
and that he would exclusively provide this office with any
additional information coming to his attention which might
possibly be developed pertaining to this case. He stated he
had provided the Chief of the St. Louis Police Depariment with
the same information but no other individual. He has not told
anyone the identity of his attorney informant and would decline
to divulge such identity to the Chief of the Department.
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AT ST, LOUIS, MISSOURIL

Re: ALLEGED ASSOCIATION OF JAMES D, DAILEY
AND JAMES EARL RAY

On April 23, 1968, Detective Sergg&ggﬁggmﬁ'm S( ALK
Intelligence Unit, St. L@uis Police Depariment, was 1m&erviewed
by SA SPURGEDN J, PETERSON and SA ROBERT L., BENDER.

Detective SCHAAF advised that he could provide no
additioral information which would place JAMES EARL RAY and
JAMES DATLEY fogether., He sald he had no other information
“Wwalch might be more specific with regard to any farm property
-that DAILEY might bave im the Portageville area. He said
that his source of informatiom had indicated to him that
there were two pgrsons who might have additiomal information

who operates D@nt@m S Bar, whnch is also im
Detective SCHAAF said that any type of informa-
ti@n which came to his attention would be immediately provided
to the St. Louis ¥BI Office. Every effort will be made to
help im the investigation of RAY.

/75

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




.3
8L 44-775
RLB/ral
AT ST, LOUIS, MISSOURI

Re: ALLEGED ASSOCIATION OF JAMES D, DAILEY
AND JAMES EARL BAY

Police Officer &QE&gQQKEﬂKAMgn Intelllgence Unit,
St. Louis Police pepariment, advised SA ROBERT L. BENDER and
SA SPURGEON J, PETERSON on April 23, 1968, that at the time of
JAMES EARL RAY's escape from the State Penitentiary at Jefferson
City, Missouri, he was assigned to the Third District, St. Louis
Police Department (SLPD). This district covered the area
surrcunding Jefferson and Park Streets in St. Louis, the area
which RAY was kaown to frequent.

On learning of RAY's escape, BOCKENKAMP stated he
contacted a source of information that he thought might have
some infoxsMation about RAY. 7This source told him that "RAY
had beep in town for approximately a week' and @&%@g(”'%w“ X
DAILEYhad been putting him up and bad hid him ou in the Dase-
¥ the Haliway Cafe located on Jefferson.

As a resulf of this ianformation, he (BOCKERKAMP) went
to the Holfway Cafel, where he made a search for RAY but did not
locate him, na%g tive BOCKENKAMP feels that unquestionably
the information Arom his confidential source was accurate.
Detective BOCKENKAMEP furtheyr gstated that his source of infore
matic, knew both JAMES DAILEY and RAY and told him that be
{the scurce) knew from personal kunowledge that RAY bad been
put up by DAILEY.

BOCKENKANP stated that this sour of information was

the same person who provided him with tbe information which led
to the apprehension ofTHOMAS BEECHU 4 who had also been’
harbored by DAILEY at tic Hhiimey waic. CREWS is a very oclose
personal friend ¢of DAILEY and hed made his escape from the
penitientiary at Jefferson City after RAY had made his escape.
DAILEY subsequently admitted to him (BOCKENKAMP) that he had
hid CREWS out, had given him money, fed him and denied CREWS®
regquest that he obtain bim a gun. BOCKENKAMP szid that his
confidential source, whose identity he deciined to make known,
was a completely irresponsible local citizen who just happened
to know some of the persons in the area of jJefferson, Park and
Lafayeite Streets. BOCKENKAMP said that he would be williang
to confront DAILEY with the above information if it would be
of assistance to the FBY in their ipnvestigation in instant
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matter, He also advised that he would be glad to recontact
this source in an effort to determine the identity of any per=
sons who might have personal knowledge of any association
between JAMES EARL RAY and JAMES DAVID DAYXLEY. BOCKENKAMP

= ia that both CREWS and DAILEY were boyhood friends, both
ce& ing from the V-x-ell, Missouri area, and 1t was very
probable tha THOMAS BEECHUM .REWS and JAMES BARL RAY served
time together .. wue wmissvuri State Penitentiary, and RAY may
have learped of DAILEY in St. Louis through CREWS, and in

this way came to DAILEY for agsistance after his escape.

BOCEBNZAME alzo stated that perhaps some investigae
tion at the penitentiary at Jefferson City could throw some
Light on who may have assisted RAY in his escape and also
determine the driver of the truck that RBAY hid in when he
made his escape. He stated that he thought possibly a St.
Louilg Police charactar, RICH RENO, was the driver of that
truck and RENQ is probably outof the penitentiary and back
in 8t. Louls at this time,

BOCKERLAMP said that DAiL&V had openly admitted
him and to Detective JOHN SYH of the Intelligence Unlt

N

L

thot he had on var:ous”od&asions caken whisky, cigaretites and
money to the area of the hopor farm at the Missourl State
Penitentisry and would throw these off on the side of the
road =0 that the convicts could pick them up and take then
back into the penitentiary. DAXLEY corresponds with CREWS

in the penitentiary and visisted him on nuwerous occcasions,

Officer BOCKENXAMY emphagized that he has not and
does not gay frcm any knowledge that he has that JAUES BARL
RAY and SAMES DAVID DAYLEY were friends or even close or
that they knew each cother prior to RAY's escape, but he does
say that some information received by bim, which he feelg ig
reliable, indicates DAITLEY did put RAY up when he sscaped,
and when he (DAILEY) denies that he knows RAY he is a "iliaxr®,
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JAMES D. DAILEY, r831d11g at 402 West 9th Street,
PortagevilI8;~MIEEOUTT; " Was interviewed at his place of
business, LaFonts Ca*e, Portageville, Missouri.

He was advised of the identities of SAs DOUGLAS
ROSENBERGER and WILLIAM R, BURTOM and the purpose of the
intexrview. _

DAILEY stated that up until about three to fourxr
weeks ago he had owned and operated a restaurant-cafe known
as the Half Way House at 1549 South Jefferson Street, St. Louis,
Missouri, and was re51d1ng at 2708 St. Vincent, also St.
Louis, Ml%sourl.

DAILEY stated that he cannot recgll the name JAMES
EARL RAY oxr ERIC STARVD GALT or any of the other names as
furnished to him by the interviewing agents, :

DAILEY stated that within the past several days
he has looked at a picture of GALT which was in the Memphis,
Tennessee, newspapers and he did not recognlye it as anyone
he has ever known or ever seen.

. DAILEY was advised by the interviewing agentis of the
fugitive status of JANES EARL RAY and at this time was also
advised of the provisions of the Federal harboring statute..

DAILEY at this time reiierated that he does not know
JAMES EARL RAY or anyone of a similar name or description.

On 4/19/68 Portageville, Missouri File # _SL 44775
SA WILLIAM R, BURTON . ‘
by SA DOUGLAS ROSENBERGER ~ DR/leh . . 0 4 4/23/68

This document containg neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It {s the property of the FBI .and {s leoaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency,
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Date __April 22, 1968

1.

£ E 402 W. Ninth Street, Portageville,
Missouri, VaETinterview é&ht his place of business, La. Font
Cafe, Portageville. He was advised of the identities of
Special Agents CLETIS B. BIDEWELL and EDWARD M. MORELAND,
and the purpose of the interview.

DAILEY stated he was unable to identify a photograph
of JAMES EARL RAY, St. Louis Police Department number 81071,
as any person he has ever known or has ever seen. He displayed
a cooperative attitude and related that the only escapee from

the Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missourjs{ with
whom he has ever come into contact is one THOMAS B. CREWS . white
male, age 39, who escaped in September, 196 5-and DAILEY

were chlldhood friends from southeast Mlssourl, and after his
escape, CREWS came to DAILEY for assistance. At this time,
September, 1967, DAILEY was operating the Half Way House Cafe
on South Jefferson in St. Louis, Missouri.

DAILEY, who knew CREWS to be an escapee, gave him
$100 knowing he would probably use it to try to go to Chicago,
Il1linois, but he, DAILEY, advised against it. In conversation
with CREWS he tried to convince him to turn himself in to the
authorities. CREWS eventually went to a brother's house in
St. Louis and was later apprehended by the St. Louis Police
Department.

DAILEY related that HOMI OWNSIEY., a St. Louis bondsman
and former tavern operator was aw of hls"helplng CREWS and he,
DAILEY, strongly suspects that TOWNSLEY, who is also an informant
of the St. Louis Police Department, particularly the Intelligence
Ynit, probably told them that he, DAILEY, had harbored an escapee
from the Missouri Penitentiary and that this escapee was RAY.
DAILEY also stated TOWNSLEY would probably try to get him in
trouble because in the past he and TOWNSLEY had a violent dis-
agreement over a "joint fleecing'" they had been conducting on
a victim, a retired U, S. Army Major, PAUL (last name unknown),
Alton, Illinois, which amounted fo thousands of dollars.

This disagreement fesulted in TOWNSLEY hiring a small
time hoodlum, JUNIOR CONWAY of Salem, Missouri, to smash windows

4/21/68 ot Portageville, Missouri .. 4 SL 44-775

SA CLETIS B. BIDEWELL

Date dictated _4/22 /68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the propéerty of the FBI .and is loaned to
your agency; it and {ts contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. .
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in DAILEY's business place numercus times and CONWAY later.
administered to him a severe physical beating in December,
1965, which resulted in DAILEY receiving a fractured jaw.
DAILEY stated all of this is a matter of record with the '
St. Louis Police Department,

DAILEY in February, 1966, retaliated by shooting
CONWAY a2 number of times which shootlng permanently paralyzed
CONWAY in his lower limbs.

DAILEY emphasized he has mever owned, leased, or
operated any farm in southeast Missouri, or any other place,
and further has never or at the present time have access to
a farm through - any other source.

DAILEY stated his wife and two children are currently
engaged in operating his cafe at Portageville.

DAILEY stated he cannot imagine any situatiom in
which RAY would comntact him, but in the event any such contact

is made or he develops any informatiomn. concerning him he wounld
inmediately Qontact the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

/8¢
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RE: RAY ASSOCIATES (J. G, DAILEY)

AT ST. LOUIS, MISSODRI

The following investigation was conducted by SAs
JACK A, FRENCH and ROBERT J, WILKISON on April 20, 1968:

During the period 3:20 p.m, to 4:00 p.m. a very
discreet surveillance of 2708 St. Vincent Avenue, St. Louis,
Missouri, the previous residence of J, D, DAILEY, was conducted.
This surveillance reflected that the residence in guestion
bore a "for sale" sign which instructed prospective buyers
t0 contact Irene Wyatt Agency, 1703 Simpson, telephone PR
28245, : “

At approximately 4:00 p.m. a physical surveillance
of the Half-Way Cafe, 1549 South Jefferson, St, Louis, Missouri,
reflected that it was vacant and all of the furniture and
fixtures had been removed,

At-4:12 p.m. a physical surveillance of 2708 St.

Vincent refliected that the residence was occupied and a young
teen—-age male was observed in the wiandow.

/8
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Re: JAMES DAVID DAILEY
ALLEGED ACQUAINTANCE OF
JAMES EARL RAY

AT ST, 1OUIS, MISSOURI

The current St, Louis teléphone directory listed the
address for J..D. DAILEY as 2708 St. Vincent, St. Louis, and
telephone number as TO 5—0449.

An effort was mpde to call the abbve number and it
was determined the num had been disco ected

Mr. and Mr . JOSEPH B, dsy, 2708 St. Vlncent,
St. Louis,MiSS8UFTIT*on-ApiiT=30 68, advised Special Agents
JACK A, FRENCH and ROBERT J. WILKISON as follows.

They moved to 2708 St Vincent on Marcy 23, 1968 and
the house was vacant at that time, Mr. HERRELL is employed at
Concord Homes, Bridgeton, Missouri (suburb of St. Louis).

They stated the former tenant was a man named DAILEY,
who operated the Halfway House Cafe on Jefferson Street. When
DAILEY moved, he left a black~colored German Shepherd dog at
2708 St. V1ncent The HERRELLs took care of the dog for two or
three weeks, at which time DAILEY's sister, Mrs. (first name
unknown) JACKSON, picked up the dog and apparently took it
‘to DPAILEY, who reportedly lives somewhere in southern Missouri.

They stated that mail addressed to DAILEY, sent to
the Halfway House Cafe, was brought to their residence by an
unknown youngster in the neighborhood a couple of weeks ago and
they returned this mail to the Post Office about a week ago
to be returned to sender.

They stated they rented this building from a real
estate agent and never knew DAILEY. They said no one came

ES
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to 2708 St. Vincent looking for DAILEY during the time they have
resided at that address.

Visual observation of the Halfway House Cafe, 1549
South Jefferson, St. Louis, Missouri, determined the store -
room at that location is now vacant.

/973
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she is th&~Sister of J. D "DAILY who currently owns and operates
a restaurant that he recently purchased in Portageville, Missouri.

Mrs. TERRELL pointed out that in addition to J., D,
DAILY being her brother she has two other sisters; namely, ADA
GILES who formerly resided at 1812 North Washington Street,
Chicago, Illinois, but who recently moved and can be contacted
through her daughter, VITA NEWITON, telephone number 421-2853
in Chicago, Illinois, Another sister LILLIAN JOHNSON resides
at 2012 Sidney Street, St. Louis, Missouri. _She(p01nted out
that both parents are deceased. ' -

She stated that .their father, BARNEY DAILY was 2 ginner
for a Mr. ACON's cotton gin, Wardell, Missouri,. and. they never .
‘vresides on or owned ‘a farm, She stated that she has never known
her brother, J. D, DAILY, to own, operate or lease a farm noting
that most of his 11fe has been spent in a tavern bu51ness in St
Louis, Missouri, R

Mrs, TERRELL pointed out that ‘she has. never heard her
. brother speak of JAMES EARL RAY and she has never heard him men-
tion any dersons acquainted with anyone allegedly connected with
;the Doctor KING assassination. 3

Mrs. TERRELL pointed out that in evem:she should learn
"that J. D, DAILY has any personal knowledge of JAMES EARL RAY - -
she would 1mmediate1y contact the FBI

: She also noted that she knew of no close“ friends or
assoclates of - J, D. DAILY's who - lived on .a farm or owned farm
~An th1s area.

on _4/21/68 . Wardell, Missouri File ¥ -sn3144~775

SA EDWARD M. MORELAND S
by _MMMMMQL_—_DMe dlctated . 4/23/68

This document contains nelither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. "It 4s the property of the FBI .and ie loaned to
Your agency; it and its contents are not to. be distributed outside your agency.
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- Date . 4/24/68

SHELE s ardell, Missouri advised that he is
the brother-in-law o J D DAILY being: marrled to J D 's sister
- HAZEL, ]

He stated that he hasknown J. D, DAILY since 1946,
although he has not closely associated with him because until
about a month ago J, D, DAILY operated a taverm in the St.
Louis area and only ianfrequently visited in Wardell Missouri

My, TERRELL stated that J D, DAILY now operates a
restaurant in Portageville, Missouri, and lives 1n that “town
having recently purchased this restaurant, RS

He stated that he has never known J D DAILY to own,
operate, lease, rent or visit for any length of ‘time.on a farm
nor does he know of any of J. D.'s close frlends who own farns,

Mr, TERRELL stated that he has never heard DAILX MEN~-
tion JAMES EARL RAY nor. has he talked about the assassination of
Doctor KING. Mr, TERRELL noted jhat he has seen J. D, DAILY
more frequently in the past mongh since DAILY owns a Trestaurant
in Portageville'than he has i ,the past flfteen ye rs.

three sisters,

Mr. TERRELL noted that in the event he hears any infor-
mation, at all that would indicate that J, D, DAILY had any contact
with or any personal - knowledge of JAMES EARL RAY he would immed-
iately notify the EBI ) ,

on _4/21/68 . Wardell, Missouri _ File # SL t_g;4-.7,75

SA EDWARD M, MORELAND -
by __SA PATRICK W, BRADLEY EMM:hev Date dictated - 4/23/68
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It s the property of the FBI qand is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to.be distributed outside your agency. . .
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RE: J, D, DAILEY - RELATIVES
m April 21, 1968 J. D. DAILEY's sister, & Wr LAN
%ggggggg 012 Sidney Street St. Louis, Missouri, telephone -
MOhawk 4-5273, was interv1@wed by Special Agents ROBERT L. BENDER

and EARL E. BROWN and furnished the following information:

Father -~ BARNEY DAILEY; Died around 1959, age
about sixty-six. At the time of death he lived in house (not
farm) about one-fourth mile north of city limits of Wardell,
Missouri., Can be reached by turning right at a gtoplight
on Route 6l, and then right again b@ycnd Donohoe s Store.
This house was owned by BARNEY, and is noW LILLIAN'’s, '
It is rented to a family pamed STILL. STILL's wife is be=
lieved to be a Federal employee.

Mother - EVA (nee EDMUNSON) DAILEY; Died about
1938, age about forty-three. At time of death lived in town
of Wardell Mlssourl, two houses south of house now occupied
by LILLY GA%KIN (J. 's mother-in-law). )

Chiidren Lo to BARNEY =nd EVA

1. ELuanl LBY), . LEREELLyspbout fifty,
resides about three miles outside Wardell in house, but
not on farm. SHELBY is unemployedy

2, ADA (Mrs, A, D,
They are Hivorton el
Chicago, Illinois;

o H@@QﬁﬂgbOut forty»seven.

3. LEL
three, hou

of hls residence;

4. . JAMES DAVID DAILEN;, forty-one. Resides
at 402 Wes inth, Portageville, Missouri. Manages

La¥Fant Tavern on Highway 61l. Rents the house, Wife
is BONNIE (nee GASKINS). Has been in Portageville
five or six weeks. Formerly had. restaurant at 1539

)3
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- to Hichigan and the Chicago area;

Shee 44775

South Jefferson, and owned house at 2807 or 2808 St.
Vincent, both St. Louils, Missouri, House is now
rented to family, names unknown, but who have current
telephone - 771-8281l, House remted through White
Realty Company.

Paternal relatives u‘ngﬁgY,@AELS‘

T oy R i T L o e

: One-half brother, JIMi TLLEN. Age azbout
ninety, resides in Pascola, Missouri, and now

probably in & rest home for derly;

Full sister, RUTMEN@,, single, /s*ﬁ/xtymthre@,
resides at Memphng”“%emmesgee.

Brother, LLOYD EDMIN

NOSON-. R@Sld@d or a farm im
Rutherford, Tennessee  ana nowy Achd:

His children migrated

Sister, ELSIE 49 deceased, She

had three childrefd; I A
Cousin = COY BELL, believed to have a furniture

and appliance store™fi-Rutherford, Temnessee. This is located

apout sixty-five niles fro ortageville, Missouri;

////- Cousin - MAYMX f%&g§gw&A%@mwN%NQMN&@&ggmgggggg&ggm
BELL{ both believed ™t still live on the old farm of LEON BELL in

g erford, Teanessee,

Regarding J. D, DAILEY's wife's relatives:

Father - degceased;

This is

LILEY GASKENS was married twice and is believed to
have had a total of about eight children., The only ones known
to LILLIAN JOENSON are the following: '

- /87
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B@NNKE D.'s w

ILEY, J.
swarmm/)

) PRIEST:, they reside outside
Wardell, MissotFf HeR UEWELL works im a cotton

gin;

TOOTSIE = She is married amd lives on a farm about
two miles outside Wardell;

There is & brother, MANSELL, last name believed to be
GASKINS, but possibly a half-brother. He lives somewhere in
Indiana .

‘ She believes there'm&y be several other brothers,
sisters and/or half-brothers and half-sisters living on farms
in the Wardell area.

BONNIE DAELEY is closest to her sister, PEWEE, and
her wmother,

. J. D, DAILEY ig-pr@bably cl@ﬁ@st to his Sister, LILLIAN
JOINSON., ' : " ,
LILLIAN states she has never kmnown J.D. or any of the

DAILEYs to own amny farm property. J. D, is not a bhunter or
outdoorsman, J. D, bhag not attempted to comtact LILLIAN over
the current week-end, and she last saw him about two weeks ago
in Wardell, The only attorney she has heard J., D. refer to is

ST RANKIN, who is now dead. She has never heard J. D. refer to

subject RAY, says she does not know subject RAY, and was unable
to identify RAY from photos appearing on the Wanted #¥lyers.

Mrs. JOENSON appeared to be stralghtforward and very
cooperative and stacves she will cooperate im this matter im
the event she gets any indication whatever her brother is in
any way involved with the subject RAY,

s
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RE: JAMES D, DAILEY

The following investigation was conducted by SA
DOUGLAS ROSENBERGER:

AT PORTAGEVILLE, MISSOURI

On April 21, 1968, the following persons residing
in the vicinity of DAILEY's residence at 402 West 9th Street,
Portagevillie, Missouri, stated they have never known DAILEY
to own, lease, or sharecrop any farms or property ia the
area and they know of nothing that would identify DAILEY with
subject, JAMES EARL.RAY:

e

i ]

ﬁ%ﬁﬁ?a mall‘éarrier;
aﬁ@@KﬁﬁQﬁwﬁﬁ o

Clerk,
UnltedAStates Post Office

LS., w&o&«‘?@éﬁ%ﬁ IR

. On Aprll 20 1968, the follow1ng bu31ness essabl1shn
ments all adjacent to DAILEY' place of business, LaFonts Cafe,
advised they are only slightly acquainted with DAILEY as the
operator .of LaFonts Cafe. for about the past three and one hald
to four weeks, that they know he rents a residence within the
c¢ity limits of Portageville, Missouri, and they have never
known him to own or lease any farms in the axrea:

OLIVE%MQAL N

*”Shel Sexvice Sﬁatlon,

%mfﬁﬁfﬁﬁ%%?es Statlon,

ggﬂﬁfwnér of the

/87
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and 162, furnished the following infor&ation relative t0 DAILEY,

He stated that J.D, DAILEY came to his station about
five weeks ago relating that he had heard an advertisement
on the local radio concerning LaFont's Cafe belng for lease
or rent. - _

"He stated DAILEY's wife and son and daughter were .
along with him, that DAILEY mentioned having lived at Wardell,
Missouri, at one time, that he wanted to return to the Boot
¥eel area of Missouri and for about the past six or eight
years had been engaged in the restaurant business in St. Louis,
Missouri, e : (o \

He stated that they talked at lenmgth concerning the
rental agreement for the restaurant and that about three weeks
ago, after making a final agreement, DAILEY opened and has
since that time operated the restaurant. He stated there are
no living quarteré in the building where the cafe, bus stop
and Sinclair gas station are, located. .He stated that DAILEY
rents,.a residence at 402 West 9th Street in Portageville,
MISSOUTI, and is driving a 1968 Chevrolet Impala, brown with
a black v1ny1 top.- : , e

He stated that 1n addltlon' o EAILEY and. DAILEY s
wife, that his son, age approximate 12 years, and a daughter
about 16 or 17 help him in the regtaurant along with one

LA FONT stated that he has notlced nothlng unusual
about DAILEY, that he hasmticed no Strangers being in contact
with DATLEY, and that he, LA FONT, has seen no one that he
could 1dent1fy with, the. subgect JAMES -EARL RAY, o

"' LA FONT stated that DAIL ould access to the
following phones . /w /e

. Restaurant'phoneﬁgﬁggaﬁﬁ@g&w g/////
LaFoni's Sing¢lair Station1379%w¥WT& _ﬂmw395 4

(pay phone)’ 6///f
DAILEY's residence on West 9th Street_ 379:§l§ﬁf 7

)QU .
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" On April 20, 1968, LUTE MAE ARN advised that she
is a full time waltress employeq by J.D. DAILEY at LaFont's
Cafe, that she has noticed nothing unusual since he took over
operation of the cafe about three andone half to four weeks ago,
and that she knows of nothing concerning subject, JAMES EARL RAY
and any possible connection with DAYLEY,

Cn April 21, 1968, the following individuals residing
on Highway 162, running east and west from Portageville,
Missouri, adV1sed they could furnish no information relative
to J.D., DAILEY owning, renting or leasing any farm property in
the area nor do they have any information relative to JAMES
EARL RAY:

LA AL

dJ, _ RG New Madrld County,
Mlssourl, ASC Agent, advzsed%L”‘ oL TS records failed
to reflect any propurty Jlisted in the name of JAMES D, DAILEY.

On Apr11 22 1968 “the f0110w1ng oﬂiclals of New
Madrid County, Mlssourl, adV1sed ‘their records fail to list
thé name of JAMES D. DAILEY as being the owner or leasee of
any property in New Madrid County, Missouri:

]9/
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During the period April 20-22, 1968, the following
officers stated they have no info¥mation to indicate that
JAMES D, DAILEY owns, rents or sharecrops any property in
the New Madrid County, Missouri, area mor do they have any
information relative to JAMES EARL RAY having any contacts
or relatives within that area:

Chief of Police gggggﬁxgﬁggxg

Hayti, Missouri’

Trooper W.C. M&w
Missouﬁ?“%%ate Highway Patrol,
Haytl, Missouri

Chlef of Pol1ce §b§§N¥@MﬁRﬁﬁﬂwww
Lilbourn, Missour1

Chief of Pollce WIQ&;@%EéNﬁﬁﬁmﬂ&
Gldeon, Missou

Deptity SHeriff VIRGIL. DEESsssin
New ,Madrid Cour't ?ﬁmﬁﬁssour1

AR AR

Sher’ iff" C&}Z’DE ,;Q%Tﬁ Ef’;ﬁégaz
PemisdGF County, Missouri

9o
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The followxng investigation was e@nducted by SA EDWARD
M. MORELAND and 8A PATRICK W BRADLEY:

AT WARDELL, MISSOURI

On April 20, 1968 Mr, \Y, Post Office clerk,
identitied himselt as & childB3ed 3 f J, D, DAILY, He
said DAILY was born and railsed in tﬁ@ WaWd@ll Missourd, area
and left this area and went to St. Lauis, Migsauri where he
remained for over ten years. Sometime in March or April, 1968,
d. D, DAILY returned to this general area and ig now operating
a restaurant in Portageville, Missouri., My, RAY stated that
he hag never known J, D, DAILY to own or operate any farm in
thig area. Mr., RAY also noted that he is not related to JAMES
EARL RAY and said bhe has no relatives who are actuainted with
the subject.

BENNY HOGAN, who resides north of Wardell, Missouri,
stated he i8“Vaguely scquainted with J, D, DAILY and has been
adnged‘by various persons who reside in thiﬁ area that J. D,
DAILY was born and ralged in the Wardell area. Mr, HOGAN said
about three waeks ago J, D, DAILY bought a restaurant at Port-
ageville, Migsouri and is operating this restavrant with hisg
wife. Mr, HOGAN said Jd. D, DAILY has never owned or operated
any farm in this area and since his return to Portageville,

Missouri, resides in-'a house in that eity.

/93
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The following investigation was conducted by SA EDWARD
M. MORELAND and SA PATRICK W, BRADLEY:

AT WARDELL, MISSOURI

On April 21, 1968, Mr. G xmggg%@ and Mr. O, H, ACON
stated that they have known J.°D. DAILY since iis childficod

explained that he was born and raised in the Wardell, Missouri,

area. DAILY's father was employed by these persons as a cotton

gin operator. They said to the best of their knowledge J. D. DAILY
has never owned or operated a farm in this area. They commented

that they owned more than 50,000 acres and a number of cotten gins
and are familiar with the persons who are employed in the farming
business in this county. They were unable to furnish any information
concerning JAMES RAY.

They noted that J. D. DAILY left the Wardell area and
was in some type of business in St. Louis for many years just re-
cently returning to Portageville, Missouri, and is currently
operating a restaurant in that town, They have never known of
any of J. D, DAILY's family {whose father's nameAvas BARNEY DAILY)
to own a farm in this area. They noted that J/ D. DAILY's sister,
HAZEL, is currently married to SHELBY.JZEBRELL who resides on the
outskirts .of Wardell just off Route A. Neither lMr. ACON nor Mr.
PETERSON could furnish the current location of any othexr of J. D,
DAILY's ralatives noting that his parents are deceased.

194
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The following investigation was conducted by SA PATRICK
W. BRADLEY and SA EDWARD M, MORELAND:

AT WARDELL, MISSOURT

The following individuals were contacted on Route A
and extended section roads from Route A in the vicinity of
Wardell, Missodri, towards Portageville and Bragg City, M ssourz,
in an effort to establlsh ownerships or renters of farl» in the

HEFESE BT 50,000 acres, and that they never knew J. D, DAILY
to be a renter or operator of any of the other farms or as a
leasee of any piece 9f ground,

ALVA . CLAYT(
ﬁwﬁREN AEW@@D%%

DAMON""Jt ' .
mwﬁmﬁwmﬁﬁ@ ﬂﬁmiﬂ% . .
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Re: INVESTIGATION REGARDING
JAMES D, DAILEY

On April 21, 1968, JEFFERSON M, HICKMA
Missouri State Highway Patrol, s ystat e
Bluff, Missouri, but previously ass1gned to the Hayti, Missouri,
zone, furnished the following information:to SA WILLIAM R. BURTON:

He is personally acquainted with J, D, DAILEY, whose
father, now deceased, was at one time a ginner for CAP ACOM of
Wardell, Missouri. He advised that J, D, DAILEY had a reputation
in Pemiscot County as being a small-time gambler and believed
that DAYLEY had at one time been involved in some stolen .cars.
‘To the best of his knowledge and information, J. D, DAILEY
spent most of his time in St. Louis and would come to Wardell
and vicinity on weekends or for short visits to his parents .~
and his sisters who resided in that vicinity. HICKMAN stated
that he has never had any information that any of the DAILEYs
have owned any land in the Wardell or Portageville vicinity;
never knew of DAILEY to lease any land and farm it as such; and
never knew of DAILEY to have any close associates in his own
age group in the Wardell vicinity who would have access to any
farm land or any farm buildings.

Oon April 22, 1968, the following individuals searched
their records and advised that they could find nothing to indicate
that JAMES D, DAILEY or J. D, DAILEY owned any real or personal
property or had any farm land in Pemiscot or Dunklin Counties,
Missouri: .

Mrs. OBIE.COKER«x
Ss€Ssor

Pemiscot County,
Caruthersville, Misouri;

TOM CRUN
“Assessor

Dunklin County,
Kennett, Missouri;

/96 -
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MARTIN BRITT
AAEFTER It ra T "Stabilization
and Conservation Officer

Dunklin County,
Kennett, Missouri.
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Date April 24, 1968

BOBBY JAMES, Wardell, Missouri, advised upon inter-
view that He=IE“Spprorimately the same age as J.D. DAILEY and
recalled J.D, and other members of the famlly working inter-
mittently on farm land operated by his father from the time
they were small children until they became grown. He also
worked for several years for the Acom Cotton Gin at Wardell,
Missouri, where J,D, DAILEY's father, BARNEY DAILEY, worked
for a number of years until he passed away a few years ago.

S stated that J,D, DAILEY married onaof thu
GASKIN girlk of WARDELL and that her brother, [AR. - M@g&g@#
still sides in the Wardell area. Another b other CLEO

GASKIN reportedly resides somewhere in St Louis. ABFEE S -

.D. DAILEY, one EWE&P»_ %;RJ' L, presently resides

(ELIZAL
Wa

Sister—in~law, Mrs. %?%@@%ﬁ )
TH) % g%% is also belleved to still be residing in
uri, area. K .y :
Accordlng to BOBBY. JAMLS he has never heard of
any members of the DAILEY family, the GASKIN famlly, the

DE PRIEST or the BLURTON family being land owners in the
Wardell, Missouri, area.

e\

On 4/21/68 o __ Wardell, Missouri File #_SI. 44775
SA JACK J, FISHER o
by SA CLETIS B, BIDEWELL CBB/1leh Date dictated 4/24/68
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WO, JAMES, residing approximately two miles south

of WardellEJissouri, on County Highway B, advised upon inter-
view that he has known the family of J.D. DAILEY since the
time J.D. DAILEY was approximately five years of age. At
about this time DAILEY's father, BARNEY DAILEY and the othex
members of his family began worklng as cotton choppers and
cotton pickers on land farmed by Mr. JAMES in the vicinity

of Wardell, Missouri. This type of irregular employment by
the members of the BARNEY DAILEY family continued intermittent-
ly until the time J.D, DAILEY qu1t high school and drifted

out of the Wardell area. On various other occasions Subse-
quent to this time, J.D, DAILEY would return to the Wardell
area and work for a short period of time on land operated by
JAMES , C

According to JAMES neither BARNEY DAILEY who is-
deceased or any of his children have ever owned or even. share~
cropped any land in the Wardell area to his knowledge. During
the last .several .years of his llfe,‘BARNEY DAILEY, operated
a gin, at Wardéll, Misouri. He recalled that J.D. DAILEY was
always con51dered a trouble. maker and was always in some
difficulty with the law in the local area and he heard that
he was in similar trouble in the St. Louis area after he
left Wardell. : D

. Mr. JAMES furnlshed the name of. other members of
the DAILEY family as.being HAZEL RANDELL TERRELL, presently
residing a couple of miles north of Wardell; ADA JILES and
LILLIAN DAILEY present addresses unknown. . SRR v

Ve

He adV1sed that BARNEY DAILEY was an 1nd1v1dual wio

drank to excess when he was not work1ng and the three daughters

named above were generally consmdered in the communlty as being’
women of loose morals

R \ v . ;
JAMES stated he was positive that JD.DAILEY never .
owned, operated or sharecropped a farm in the area of Wardell
and he knew of no individuals residing on farms in the general
area who were close friends of DAILEY, ’ :

4/21/68, Wardell, Missouri File # _SL 44-775
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1 Date __APril 24, 1968

LERS who resides on County Highway

cate Route 84 in Pemiscot County,
M1ssour1, advised he is chairman of the Pascola Township
Agriculture Stabilization Committee of Pemiscot County,
Missouri., In this capacity he had in his possession a
Pemiscot County map reflecting the various townships of
Pemiscot County with the names of the land owners written

in on the land plots of the various farms w1th1n the townships
of that county.

The maps of Pascola Township covering the area
surrounding Pascola, Missouri; the Little River Township
covering the Wardell, Missouri, .area; and the Peach Orchard
Townshlp covering the. Bragg C1ty area were examined.

There were no farm owners by the name of DAILEY
listed in any of the three above~named townships.

Mr. SELLERS advised he is 95 percent familiar with
-2all of the land owners in the Pemiscot County area west of
U.S. Highway 61 and north of State Highway 84 and there is
no land owner by the name of DAILEY  operating in that area.

He went on to state that in his capacity of town-
ship commlttee chairman, he is also familiar with tenants and
sharecroppers in this area and he has never heard the name
DAILEY mentioned in this capacity.

on _4/21/68 ot RUral Route, Hayti, Missourdile # _ SL 44-775
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Re: JAMES EARL RAY ASSOCIATES
J. D, DAILEY

AT ST, 10UIS, MISSOUBI/F

HOMER TOWNSL Egégas contacted at his residence, 2705
Mlssourl,*§¥”miou1s, Missouri, on April 22, 1968, by Special
Agents ROBERT L. BENDER and EARL E, BROWN. He sald he is now
employed as a bail bondsman out of his house and has unlisted
phone number PR 6=1879. ‘He is usually at that address from
11:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. He has given up his bar, The
Neighborhood Bar, 1929 Hickory, and also his confectlonary
store, 3434 Caroline Street.

When contacted at'his house by Special Agents BENDER
and BROWN on April 22, 1968, he appeared to be completely
cooperative throughout the interview, and voluntarily accompanied
the agents to the St. Louis Office where he was interviewed,

He furnished the following information:

He knows the subject. Subject frequented his tavern
at 1929 Hickory around 1958 ~ 19259. At that time, subject's
mother resided on Hickory Street bejfeen 18th and Mississippi
and subject resided in the vicinity on LaSalle or Park,

' He said JACK ALLISONc who has been arrested for
counterfeiting and“§érved time in Leavenworth, knows the

subject. ALLISON now is going straight and lives with a brother.
ALLISON and this brother now have a television shop on Park
Avenue west of Compton on the north side of the street, the
third or fourth building west of Compton. JACK ALLISON

probably will tell what he knows about RAY, ‘

/ A man named SMITH operates a confectionary on Hickory.
about four houses west of 18th Street, north side of the street.
The confectionary is in a basement. This is at about the address
of RAY's mother, SMITH should know the mother, whether or not she
is dead, and possibly know the subject.

=20/
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(RIFE was arrested with RAY, March 7, 1955, Tor the DUrg
of the Post Office at Kellerville, Illinois, and served time

with the subject at Leavenworth. ) »K/////
He said he heli@vgé/; man named JACK or JOﬁu

T A T

operates the Grapevime#Pévetn at Illinois @nd A
into his tavern at least once with RAY, .

TOWNSLEY sald he gave up the Neighborhood Bar in
May, 1967. He did not see RAY after RAY's escape from the
Missouri State Penitentiary in April, 1967. He heard from
some source that RAY came back to St. Louis to kill a man.
It was TOWNSLEY's recollection that the man RAY wanted to
kill was responsible for RAY's arrest for the holdup

resulting in RAY's sentence to the Missourl State Penitentiary
in the spring of 1960 o

TOWNSLEY said he has heard that RAY‘s family had
property and relatives in southeast Missouri and the Poplar
Bluff area sticks in his mind.

He said he camnot recall of hearing of RAY's father,
any brothers or sisters. He has heard of no attorney used by
RAY, nor any bailbondsman, ' ’

TOWNSLEY was then questiored as to whether he knew
if RAY ever contacted J, D..DAILEY and stated he thinks J. D
told him RAY had contdtcted DAILEY after RAY escaped from: the
Missouri State Penitentiary. DAILEY said that he had known
RAY for a long time. He did not know that DAILEY had)eVer
helped RAY,

TOWNSLEY said RAY could be with DAILEY in Wardell,
Missouri. He said he could not figure out why DAILEY suddenly
gave up his tavern and moved to Wardell. He ‘sald DAILEY had .
fitted it up with new, expensive equipment and when DAILEY said
he was moving and selling the house he had bought, TOWNSLEY was

203
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very surprised and asked why. DAILEY told TOWNSLEY that
the tavern had been inspected by a St. Louis building
inspector who had found the wiring to be defective. DAILEY
said it would cost over $500 to have the place rewired,
that the landlord had refused to undertake the necessary
repairs, and-because of that DAILEY had decided to get out
and take over a tavern in Wardell, Missouri, TOWNSLEY said
this did not make sense to him and commented, "J. D, hates
niggers with a passion,"

On being specifically questioned, TOWNSLEY admitted
that he had had a falling out with DAILEY. His version is
as follows:

TOWNSLEY had been gambling with a man and had taken
a couple of checks for the losses. This man then went next
door to DAILEY's restaurant, started talking about it and was
advised by DAILEY that TOWNSLEY could not collect on. the checks
if TOWNSLEY pressed him because they were gambling losses.
TOWNSLEY learned of DAILEY's advice to this man, got mad, and
told DAILEY he would knock his brains out. Later, J. D.
apologized to TOWNSLEY, the matter was forgotten, and they
again became friends.

When pressed upon this further, he said that the
check writer in question was an Army officer from Illinois,
that the reason DAILEY had given him such advice was because
DAILEY was jealous TOWNSLEY had found a soft touch, and that
now there were no hard fedings whatever between him and
DAILEY.

When pressed further about this matter, he said that
a man named CONWAY frequented his, TOWNSLEY's, tavern. CONWAY
learned of the officer's welching on the bet and said he would
take careof him. TOWNSLEY told CONWAY he did not need any help,
pointing out that he had been a former amateur and professional
boxer, and that he could whip DAILEY with one hand tied behind him.
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He said that nevertheless, CONWAY took it upon himself to
further the argument when he was drinking and hit DAILEY,
fracturing DAILEY's jaw. Thereafter, DAILEY shot CONWAY in
cold blood, permanently paralyzing him. TOWNSLEY said he
was in no way responsible for CONWAY's action, and later .
told DAILEY so. DAILEY agreed to TOWNSLEY that TOWNSLEY
could take care of DAILEY and need not have gotten help,
and they became friends again.

To point out that their differences had been
patched up, TOWNSLEY pointed out that DAILEY had called him
when DAILEY was leaving St. Louis for Wardell, and promised
to give him his (DAILEY's) address and phone number so they
could keep in touch.

TOWNSLEY said A£hat upon further recollection, he
remembers LUCILLE RYAN/Zand remembered RAY's statlng that RYAN
was his mStHEF Ehat MAY had visited her in RAY's visit to
TOWNSLEY's tavern in the 1958 - 1959 era. He said that
LUCILLE RYAN is now dead because of her drinking and that
when she lived on Hickory Street, she was living with an
uncle of JOHN, who runs the Grapevine Tavern at Illinois and
Arsenal. He said this uncle is an old=time thief and is
still living, and frequents the Grapevine.

This uncle is 5'9", 165 pounds, 55 to 60, unemployed,
and has a criminal recoxd. He talks very fast and around the
Grapevihe keeps talking of old jobs he has pulled so that a
listener gets the?s ression the old man is crazy.

JORN, Jifanager of the Grapevine, has a speech
impediment an«’wmll be uncooperative. He drives a white
Thunderbird, 1964, or later, model.

TOWNSLEY said DAILEY definitely helped an escapee
from Missouri State Penitentiary named CREWS, _

R09 S

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



wlen

L: 44-775

ce

He denied that he has discussed this with anybody.
He said he considers the lead at the Grapevine much better
than a follow=up on DAILEY, He said that while RAY contacted
DAILEY after RAY's escape from the Missouri State Benitentiary,
ke does not know whether DAILEY actually helped RAMY ,

He said a former barmaid, @GRAc,Efmx_?ﬁwlszoa Hickory,
should remember RAY's mother, LUCILC R , Should known who
was living with LUCILLE and whether LUCILLF is dead.
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Re: Alleged Association of JAMES EARL RAY and J, D,
DAILEY N

On April 21, 1968, HOM ‘§5E¥ advised SAs ROBERT
L. BENDER and EARL E, BROWN 4Rt Sited TOWNSLEY's tavern,
"The Neighborhood Bar', 1929 Hickory, St. Louis, in the 1958-
1959 period. TOWNSLEY said his barmaid then was GRACIE WIG]
who now lives at 1920a Hickory =znd she should remember RAY's
mother, LUCILLE RYLN, now who was living with LUCILLE, and
whether LUCILLE is deceased,

On April 22, 1968, SA BROWN attempted to contact
GRACE WISE at 1920a Hickory but no response could be obtained.
A note on the door for the gas man instructed him to obtain
payment from the {tenant at 1920 Hickory by going to the rear
door, Inquiry there revealed that GRACE WISE has no telephone
and is now vigiting a daughter somewhere in YIndiana. The
address of this daughter, her name, and the length of the
visit was unknown. She stated she would give GRACE WISE a
-note to contact SA BROWN at the St. Louis Cffice upon her
return,

KOG
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Re: Alleged Associlation of J. D. Dailey and Subject

AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURX

W advised that he heard, possibly
from J. D. DAILEY himcols, that subject contacted DAILEY when
DATLEY Oyerated the Ha’fuway Restaurant on Jefferson Avenue,
and that such contact was made shortly after subject escaped
from the Missouri State Penitentiary inm April, 1967. At that
time TOWNSLEY operated the Neighborhcod Bar, located on the
corneyr of Hickory and Mississippi, & few doors from the house
occupied by subject’s mother, known to TOWNSLEY as LUCILLE.

. A barmaid at the Neighborhood Tavern was GRACIE WISE, now
residing at 1928 Hickory.

On April 29, 1968, GRACE WISE, s 920 Hickory, in
response to a note 1eft w1th a‘nelghbor by SA EARL E, BROWHN,
Telephonlcally contacted the St. Louis Office and advised
she had returned to St. Louis from Indiana,

On April 29, 1968, she was contacted at that address
by SA ALBERT J, RUSHING and SA EARL E, BROWN., She was.unable
to remember the subject. - She remembered LUCILLE RYAN, and
stated LUCILLE lived in a rooming house operated by 2 woman
said to be LUCILLE's mother, and who wa nown as '0ld Mary®.
A& mumber of men lived there at varioug times, including one
of LUCILLE's sons. From data obtalizéd, it appears that this
son was subject's brother JOHN.RAY, LUCILLE also lived in a
rooming house on MlSSlSSlﬁ%?:@perated by a woman ncw about '
96 years of age. WISE believes this woman, krown as "Granma® '
is now somewhere in a nursing home. LUCILLE moved there
after leaving the house on Hickory Street. This house is on
the west side of Mississippi Street, in the block south of
Hickory, and is the first house north of the alley. (Obser-
vation was later made of this house, and it appears to be
vacant and probably condemned.)

WISE bad ne information regarding an “"Uncle Johnu™
who may have lived with LUCILLE on Hickory. She knows J, D,
DAILEY, but has no information comnecting him with this macter.

20 | o
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RBe: Alleged Association of JAMES RAY and J, D,
DAILEY

On April 21, 1988, $QJ§RumOLNM‘¥§W ised SAs ROBERT
L. BENDER and EARL E, BROWN that JACK ALLISON, who has been
arrested for counterfeiting and sé¥ved time in Leavenworth,

knows RAY. He said ALLISON is now going straight and lives

with a brother who has a TV shop on Park Avenue west of Compton
on the north side of the street, the third or fourth buildu\d////////

ing west of Compton. TOWNSLEY felt ALLISON would tell what
he knows about RAY,

On April 22, 1968 SA BROWN contacted JAC £ )
at his place of employment, the Union Electric Serv onpany,
3211 Park Avenue, telep} 6ne MO 4-8888, ALLISON owns this
business and has never” been arrested He employs his brother,
CHARQES.SDWARDVALL;T N, who has been in Leavenworth and who
occcasionally refers to himself as JACK ALLYSON. ALLISON said
his brother, CHARLES, started on a drunk on Sunday, April 21,
1968, and his whereabouts are not known. When he goes on a
drunk it usually lasts a week. ¥He is somewhere in the vicinity
but even if located would be completely incoherent until he
sobers up., He will drift back to the shop in the next several
days after he starts sobering up and ALLISON promised he would
then notify SA BROWN in order that he might be interviewed.

JACK ALLISON said he never forgets a face and he
feels he has somewhere, sometime, seen JAMES EARL RAY. He
cannot fix the time or place but feels it was probably several
years ago in the 8%i. Louis area.

208,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

PR

o ! AR Y A e By Lt BTt L e € et

el im0

"

%
4
P
3
R}




— .

1 B 7y
SL 44-775 o » .
RLB/jtc 7

174

RE: JAMES DAVID DAILEY

e

P

AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI

%g%;.@mo&erator of Denton's Bar, 1553

Jefferson, residing at 155l1la Jefferson, was interviewed April
23, 1968, by Special Agents SPURGEON J. PETERSON and ROBER]
BENDER Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY and JAMES DAVID DAILEY
were displayed to DENTON who stated that h& o1l aeqiaTnrages
with DAILEY and he recognizes RAY as having been a customer

in his tavern. He said that he has operated a tavern at this

‘location and next door for the past 17 years, that he cannot
-recall specifically when JAMES RAY was in his tavern but

presumed that it was prior to RAY's being in the penitentiary
in 1960. DAILEY operated the Half-Way Cafe located a couple of
doors from his tavern and as a matter of fact DAILEY purchased
this cafe from him.

Prior to DAILEY taking over the Half-Way Cafe approxi-

'mately three years ago DAILEY had a place of bhusiness, a tavern

and restaurant, located near Caseyville or Colllnsv111e
Illinois. DENTON knew of this due to the fact that on one
occasion approxlmately two years ago DAILEY took him in his,
DAILEY's, automobile over to this place and pointed it out to
him and they actually went in and had some drinks. It is noted
that DENTON explained that at this time DAILEY no longer owned
this establishment but merely wanted to show it to him., DAILEY
told him that he had had "hustling girls" at this place in
Illinois, and had run into trouble with the law and apparently
that was why he had moved to St. Louis. DAILEY has a very close

- friend who he visits at least once a month in Jefferson City

Penitentiary whose name is CREWS and DAILEY has actually been to
Jefferson Clty and made an effort to get CREWS out,

DENTON further advised that when CREWS escaped from ‘
the penitentiary in Jefferson City he was arrested in St. Louis,
he thought, in either CREWS' brother's or sister's house. He
said the police would have a full report on that. He further
adviséd that CREWS has a ‘no-good brother . who is, a wino ‘and
alé¢oholic who is. stlll around.town and wanders up -and-- dpwn o
Jefferson Avenue periodically. (It is noted that this brother
of CREWS, the alcoholic, may be identical with the informant of

: 020"7
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Detective RON BOCKENKAMP who indicated previously that although
the police records would not reflect it he had arrested CREWS
as an escapee from the penitentiary in the same house in which
his informant who provided hi with the information lived.)

DENTON said that /he could not associate RAY with
DAILEY and could not put em together, DENTON said that he
recalls when JUNIOR Qggé&gkaas shot by DAILEY in front of
Dailey's Café?mﬁﬁg“‘aid'that if anyone had ever had "it coming
to him" it was CONAWAY, that CONAWAY was nothing but a mean
person who had broken his, DAILEY's, jaw and stomped on other
persons, hurting them seriously and actually maiming them for
life. CONAWAY presently lives in the country and DENTON states
he has heard he is still as mean as ever and actually carries
2 gun and a club in the wheel chair that he is confined to.

CONAWAY's girlfriend, not his wife, OPEL, was working
for him, DENTON, as a bartender at the time of this shooting.
She is now married to a man named SHERRILS whose brother is
J. D. SHERRILS and lives somewhere in the country. Her mother
lives on Missouri Avenue, place unknown to DENTON.

DENTON further stated that he recalls that DAILEY
had a friend who he thought his first name was KEN, KEN
apparently was a gambler who played in the card games with
DAILEY and they would get some guy in the middle. This individual
at one time drove a Chrysler automobile, was a very dapper
dresser, but DENTON did not know his nam¢/, DENTON was recontacted
and stated that CONAWAY is currently residing in Salem, Missouri,
exact addrez;/ynﬁﬁf;n, and OPEL SHERRILS' (phonetic) mother is
VIRGINIA HILL-4nd resides on*HMiS&T&s4uppiwAvenue, the second
hotEe- T8t Park, and she could probably provide her daughter's
current address.
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