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TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

/ 

-·t' OPTIONAL FORM:NO, 10 
MAY 11112 ltDITION 

~;;;:~; ~;~;:ES GO ERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, ST. LOUIS DATE: 4/23/68 

SA JACK J. FISHER (44-775) 

MURKIN 

Mrs. DELORES WALDEN, residing 1818 S. Eighth St., 
St. Louis,· Mo., telephone CEl-7864, employed at the·-western 
Printing Campany but on sick leave,. called to report that she 
had seen --the photograph of RAY in the Sunday paper and had 
come to the conclusion that she had seen RAY last Friday _ - . · -
night in the Petite Lounge at39th and McRee. · She recalled : 
that the 'individual she believes was RAY was wearing faded . · 
bluejeans and a b1,ue:1:9>d grey, long-sleeved plaid shirt •. · . -~ · 
This person was o'tli~d-iftg around the piano bar with the other 
customers and introduced himself as BOB. She first observed: 
him fhere about 9:30. p.m. and he w~s there when she left at-
11: 45 p .m. -·He was drinldng Budweiser Beer arid was by- himse:i.f,. 
He said something about having just come back from Wyoming_ 
and spoke like a "hoosier" by whic.h Mrs. WALDEN means an 
individual from the country. He requested "hoosier type" 
songs and ac~ed as if his feelings were hurt when the pianist 
did not play them. He described him as 38 years of age, white 
male, ~ppeared to be of powerful build, fair complexion, · 
light brown hair. She cannot estimate his height·or weight., 
as she never saw him standing up. · 

1 
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. -

~O DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS, CHICAGO, AND SPRINGFIELD 
l l 

PROM ST• LOUIS <44-775) 
~ 

MURKIN SUMMARY 

RE: JOHN RAY• _COVERAGE INCLUDING SPOT CHECKS CONTINUING. 

RE: CAROL PEPPER• SAME• · REVIEW OF BANK ACCOUNTS COMPLETED• 
~ "' 

NO ITEMS OF SIGNIFICANCE IN LOCATING SUBJECT NOTED• 
' . 

-----
RE GRAPEVINE TAVERN. ATU REPRESENTATIVE QUALIFIED TO FURNISH 

AUTHORITATIVE STATEMENT AS TO ELEMENTS AND EVIDENCE USUALLY NEEDED 

FOR LIQUOR TAX STAMP VIOLATION, AND FIRST ASSISTANT USA WHOSE OPINION 

DESIRED ON MATTER, NOT AVAILABLE TODAY. WILL CONTACT MONDAYo 

RE: JERRY RAY. IF HE CONTACTS OFFlGE AS DIRECTED, SL WILL INTER­

VIEW BEFORE HE LEAVES SL AND BEFORE.HE LEAVES CENTER, MO., TO OBTAIN 

RESULTS OF HIS CONTACTS WITH RELATIVES IN THIS DIVISION. 

RE TELEPHONE NUMBERS. 
. ' \ 

FOR ASSISTANCE OF OFFICES COVERING REL.AT IVES IN IDENTirY ING TOLL 
'·: 

CALLS, FOLLOWING ARE PHONE NUMBER OF S~ RELATIVES .OR OTHER PERSONS OF 

lNTEREST THIS CASE: 

PR SIX DASH NINE.FOUR ONE SEVEN, GRAPEVINE TAVERN, JOHN LARRY RAY~ 

NO PHONE AS RESIDENCE. 

MI FIVE DASH TWO NINE F-OUR EIGHT, Al,.BERT AND CAROL PEPPER• 

AM SEVEN DASH THREE FOUR SIX SEVEN, JERRY RAYNES, CENTER, MO. 

1 
;·- FO ONE DASH FIVE F'OUR SIX TWO, CARMEN__,E__ATTON, LAND~ADY OF ,WALTE.£<·_:J'. 

~£ / 7· .• /-' ..-..,: ,. 
JfilLAN ___________ r7- 7o_-6,.:,t,<,1:i 
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. 
F/-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) • 

FBI 

Date: 5 :;t-tf" 

Transmit the following in -----------,7:J-r--_,'/~/:l-'--'-Jl'll:...._:f;-::..../_:.e_Ji_f __________ ____; 
.(Type in plaintext or code) 

(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L __ ·, __ ~ 

Special Agent i 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



"· P1~E: TWO 
/.1 

stl' 44-115-

TO FIVE DASH ZERO FOUR FOUR NINE, FORMER RESIDENCE OF J. D• 

-DAILEY 

THREE SEVEN NINE DASH THREE bNE THREE SIX, PRESENT RESIDENCE •. ~=-::..::_:.=..:_--=-:..:::..:..:.=.....:..::..:.::::.::__:.:::.:::==~.:=---~---=-=-a-'----=--..:..c..::~:..;..:__,a..:..=~~---
J. D• DAILEY, PARTAGEVIL~E, MO. 

THREE ·SEVEN NINE DASH 'NINE FIVE SEVEN SEVEN, LAFONT CAr.E, 

PORTAGEVILLE-..! BILLED TO DAILEY • 
. 

'f~'L-NINF DASH THREE FI \LE__ ZERO TWO, LAFONT SERVICE 

STATION,- PORTAGEVILLE• 
.-----~--~'7"-- ·-. 

TOLL RECORDS USUALLY DESTROYED AFTER SIX MONTHS, HENCE RECORDS 

BACK TO APRIL SIXTY SEVEN MAY NOT EXIST THIS AREA. 

SEARCH HINDERED BY STRIKE• 

PHONE CO. 

' . 
FELLOW PRISONER INTERVIEWS CONTINUING• 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS• 

END 
.'1 
' l. 

! 
1 

-i 

J r 
i' 

.! 
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• 
FBI 

Date: 

• 
Transmit the following in -------------:--::=-----=-------:-------------1 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ___________ _ 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L-----,-

Approved: _____________ _ Sent -----'----M Per ________ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PM URGENT 5-5-68 JLS 

TO DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS AND CHICAGO 

r~0M ST. LOUIS <44-775) 

MURKIN 

SOURCES AND 
~ 

DISCLOSE JERRY 

BROTHER JOHN T RESIDENCE AND GRAPEVINE TAVERN. 

CONTACTED SL 0rrlCE~ NO ACTIVITY CAROL PEPP -
SUBJECT ARMSD AND DANGEROUS 

END 

1· 
• I 

i.4 

··-······· _ .. ----~-

WITH 

RESI_DENCEJ" 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) • • -·~ 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Date: ~)✓~/ I 

Transmit the following in ,f ,J,-A ( : ~. ____ n·~~~~~LN'!iffI-c~~h,-------_J1 
Via jd-t tl:of ~ rt;,, in ploin<exl o,code) ,I 

~ (//((reef I 
(Priority) I I 

----------L-------

· ,,Ci;i~~~~ .. 

Pe,. a: 
cf7 
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FD·36 (Rev. S-22·64) • ~-

FBI 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Date: ~ -L -+f : 
Transmit the following in ________ ...,,./ic......JL""-.--'-l_:.<I...Lfi.L.f'_t::..,..e_· _x_f ________ ___,

1
1 i ('i'yp; in plaintext or code) 

Via fej, ftJv · (J/({;-ewf" : 
fi (Priority) I 

- ----------------------------------------------L-------
.. 

,; . 

.J 

f'te .... ,z,o 

Special 
Sent {lfl' ~ 71,, 1., 7 M 
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PM URGENT 5-6-68 JLS 

TO DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS AND CHICAGO 

FROM ST. LOUIS (44-775) 

MURKIN - /UMMARY If!,,,,./ 
~RRY RAljvITH B.ROTHER JOHN~ AS OF' 

THIS DATE• HAS NOT CONTACTED SL OFFICE. 

FIVE TWENTY P .. M. 

' 

JERRY RAYNES,/~WHE~, -CENTER, MO., REINTERVIEWED., WAS 
\:: . 

VISITED BY 9~R~ PEPPF_g.4t~o CHILDREN ~ESTERDAY• 

SUGGEST WHEREABOUTS OF SUBJECT• 

UNABLE TO 

FELLOW PRISONER INTERVIEWS AND RESOLUTION OF LOCAL LOOK 

ALIKES CONTINUING• 

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS• 

! i END 
' J 
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TO 

FROM 

OPT[ONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962. E:DITJON 
GSA GEN. REG. l'{O. 'r/ 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

'Memorandum 
--SAC, ST.- LOUIS 944-775} 

SAA JOHN J. BUCKLEY 

DA.TE: 5/6/68 

SUBJECT: MIRKIN 

At 3: 30 P .M~ this date an anonymous male with a deep, 
Southern voice, telephonically contacted the SL Office and 
'inquired as to·whther or not the FBI was looking for JAMES 
EARL RAY. He was advised in the affirmative and then stated, 
that RAY would 'be located at the Chase-Park-Plaza Hotel in · 
SLMO in the Tack-Room o_n 5/7 /68 between 12: 00 Noon and· 1:00 
P~M. ~. · 

The caller then stated that he would fnrnish no fu.rther 
information.and he-terminated the call. 

LEAD 

The St~ Louis Office 
At St._ Louis, Mo. 

On 5/7/68 between the hours of 12:00 F'.M.· a.nci_l:60- , r 
will conduct appropriate investigation at the Tack~Ro ,- ·Chase..:·:>.;, I 
Park-Plaza Hotel, in an effort to determine if' RAY appears. _ f 

JJB;jjb 
( 2) 

I 
I 

t 
I 
I 
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TO: 

FROM: 

· RE: . 

AIRTEL 

5/6/68 

AI.RMAIL 

· .Re Butel to At-lanta, 5/2/68, alid Memphis tel to 
Bureau, 5/3/68~ , 

. . In· order to . comply with Bureau ins·tructions. in . 
referenced teletypes for circularizat~on of ,all dry cleaning 
anci laundry establis'hmai ts i:n the st. Lc;>uis ·area, six hundred . 
and fifty (650) copies of. Identification Order No. 4182, . 
dat_ed 4/29/68, . re JAMES EA!q. RAY,: are· n~ede'd. · 

Meehariica-1 Section. is. request~d to _,provi<Je . St; '•Louis 
Divisiog. with required material~ · · · 

(Info) 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10. · ..... 
r , •-~,., __ 

MAY fg«t EDITION ' !r, 
0 G~ FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.5 : ~--·- '.

1 

.... UNITED_ STATES.GOVERNMENT 

TO 

FROM 
' 

SUBJECT: 

Memorandum 
SAC, ST. LOUIS (44-775-) 

SA JAMES T. DEARBORN 

M U R K I N 
CIVIL RIGHTS 
00 :- -MEMPHIS 

DATE: 5/6/68 

Re -memoto ~AC;_ ~L, from SA JACK_¥FISHER, -4/23/68. 

Ori 4i24/68, Mrs. DELORES WA~E( 18~8 South St~ St., 
SLMO,- was interviewed 4a"'nd advised that on 4/19/68, she ob­
served·· a white niale who resembled JAMES EARL· RAY at the Petite 

_ Lounge, 39th and Blaine, SLMO, between ~:-30- p.m. and midnight. 
··-. 

She stat·ed the individual introduced himself ·as · 
BOB, was about 37-38 years of age, average height, husky build, 
wearing a lorig sleeve plaid shirt and fa4ed bluejeans. She· 
said he had light brown hair cut short, combed straight back 
and slightly receding and had a fair complexion. 

She said he stated he had just gotten back from 
Cheyenne, and requested hillbilly and country and western 
type music throughout the night. She said he spoke with a 
country accent and drank beer. 

She says she has never seen this individual before 
or since. Mrs. WALDEN adv~sed besides other patrons present 
were the owner, a waitress, barmaid and piano player. 

Mrs. WALDEN was shown a photograph of JAMES EARL 
RAY and advised his face resembled the individual she saw 
at the Petite Lounge,' but that RAY's hair was fuller and 
darker. / , _ _ _ . 

- On 4/29/68, DOROTHY BOWLyN,J727 Arma~d Pl., SLMO, 
barmaid, Petite Lounge, 1539 South 39th St., was shown a 
photo of JAMES EARL RAY and stated she has never see RAY · 
in the tavern. Miss BOWLIN stated, however,' that she does 
not work in the evenings. She advised a barmaid on-weekends 

JTD/pjh 
(1) 

,,,--

?<IA ~~L, 

- - r 

I -

. ' . 
. ' 

, .,-' ;-~ \ 

-.... 'I., - - ~;_,:l}~}i-
·-- ______ -.:,.., ......... -~_ .... ---···· .. ·······-~---- ·····--··--~-""--~--· ..... , .... ,-.:..... ....... ...._ .... _,__ -----.... , .... ,,_ ...... t( _____ -,'!!!!!!!!!!~-.--·•!!!!l-;,1!!!!··"'-••=·::•t., 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds. Regularly on the Payroll Savi,ngs Plan-
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• • 
SL 44-775 

1s MARY MC GEE, 2739 Shenandoah. The owner is LORNE MARTIN, 
address unknown. 

/ 
- · · ~~MARY MC GER,-,2739 Shenandoah, was interviewed 

on 4/29/68. She advised she was working on the• night• of 
4/19/68. She was shown a photo of RAY and said the photo 
looks familiar but she- -had seen this- photo several times in 
newspapers and magaz~hes. She advised the individual known 
as BOB (LNU) who was··irithe Petite Lounge on 4/19/68·, -was 
probably GUY (LNU), a rodeo worker who frequents the Petite 
Lounge. She said he usually wears plaid'shirts and jeans 
and is described as a white male', age 35, 5' 10" tall, medium 
build, brown hair combed straight back. She stated GUY (LNU) 
is separated from his wife, OPAL, arid OPAL-·-iS employed as a 
waitress at the-Black• Forest--Restaurant on Cherokee. Mrs .• 
MC GEE· stated---the--owner of the Petite Lounge--is LOREN B. MARTIN. 
She said a waitress at the•lounge 1s SYLVIA-TEKULVE, who re­
sides in a-n· apartment at Morganford and Ansieaal. Mrs-. ·MC GEE 
stated she has never seen anyone that resembles RAY in the 
~e~i te .. Lounge and s~w no ~ne of thy des~ripti:n on 4.(19/68 .. 

. On 5/1/68, S.I;LVIA TEKULVE,_3119 Morganford, a 
viai tress at the•• Petite Lounge, was· interviewed. · Miss TEKULVE 
advised she w,es working· ori the night of. 4/19/68, • and saw no 
one that ·resembled a photo of. JAMES EARL- RAY ... She said she 
has never seen anyone at th~tite• Lounge that looks•-like 
RAY. Miss• ·TEKULVE advised t e a:.ridi!vidual ·known as .BOB is in 
all -likelihood• ·GUY-LANCASTE ···-a rodeo ·worker -who is married :.;:,..:;.....=-===-=='- ' ' 
and separated :i:Fom his wife. She said LANCASTER is an 
occasional customer of m lo~ge but has not been seen in 
the last few weeks. . - . - . · . • -· - · · 

. · LOREN B. MAR'l'I ,_ 4271 Shenandoah, Apartment . 203 , 
owner .. of. ·e Petite· Lounge, was interviewed on .5/1/68. 
MARTIN was shown a·photo-of JAMES EARL-RAY and stated he 
had never·· seen anyone in the tavern that resembles RAY. 
MARTIN said he was working on the night of 4/19/68, but 
remembers no one that looks like RAY. 

-2-
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FD·36 (Rev. S-22-64) • 
FBI 

Date: 5/7 /68 

Transmit the following in -----------------------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

TELETYPE URGENT -------------,---------; , (Priority) I 

- ----------------------------------------------L-------
TO: DIRECTOR (44-38861) 

MEMPHIS ~f~/fY1 
KANSAS CITY (44-760) 

FROM: ST. LOUIS (44-775) 

MURKIN. CR. 

RE. KANSAS CITY TEL TgA3UREAU, MAY TWO-, LAST. 

ORVILLE ERNEST GAmt,' FORMER MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY (MS ) 

INMA.;;,,~ # SIX NINE SE;;-;O NINE, ADVISED THAT ~ 
JIM BRADLEY~RESENTLY INMATES MSP, ARE ONLY INMATES TO HIS KNOW 
~.----------;;r,_ . . . ' 

LEDGE WITH "CONNECTIONS ENOUGH0 TO HAVE INFORMATION CONCERNING 

ANY PLOT OR CONSPIRACY AGAINST DOCTOR KING. 

KANSAS CITY, IF NOT ALREADY DONE, WILL CONSIDER INTERVIEWIN. 

ASH AND BRADLEY AT MSP. 

9 

Approved: --~1----e-;,,,_""'"a....:,l 4if•e,L-n-t -in_C_h_a-rg_e_ 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-3..6 (R~..- • .5-22-64) ,, • • 
FBI 

Date: · 5/7 /68 

Transmit the following in ____________________ ______. 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via --'--__ TE_L_E_TY_P_E __________ U_R_G_E_N_T __________ ~ 
(Priority) . I 

---- ------- -------------------- --------------L------- -

'ID: DIRECTOR · AND SACS_, MEMPHIS, LITTLE . ROCK, 
NEW ORLEANS 1 CHARLOTTE 

FROM: ST. LOUIS (44-775) 3-P 

MURKIN. 

RE LITTLE ROCK TEL MAY SIX LAST AND ST. LOUIS AIRTEL TO 

- B~REAU, SPRINGFIELD, AND 1'4EMPHIS, APRIL TWENTYNINE LAST. 

RE: RUSSELL LEE MARTIN~D CARL BENTON DR/ --
CARL BENTON -DRAKE, -SELF-'-EMPLOYED 'CONTRAC'IDR; INTERVIEWED 

BY ST. LOUIS APRIL-TWENTYNINE LAST. - STATED ACQUAINTED WITH RAY S 

FELLOW INMATE.MSP·NINETEEN SIXTY OR SIXTYONE UNTIL DRAKE 

RELEASED SJXrYFIVE •. MAIN ASSOCIATION WAS WALKING 'IDGETHER IN 

PRISON YARD. _ DRAKE FEELS HE WAS AS CLOSE A FRIEND =ro RAY AS 
' . 

OTHER. PRISONER. RAY WAS LONER, CLOSE MOUTHED, KEPT OWN COUNCIL, 

NEVER DISCUSSED PRISON ESCAPE PLANS. HAD FEW FRIENDS, BUT MIXE 

,, . WELL WITH OTHER INMATES, BOTH BLACK AND WHITE. NEVER DISPLAYED 

PROPENSITY FOR VIOLENCE 'OR. RACIST SENTIMENTS. 

IN RACIAL Dx'FFICULTY AT PRISON. 

' . 

f,.pproved:· 

P. I I . ), 7"" ·- t::,,.7 M 

#JS '/.' ,;to a- - Jo/& 

NEVER INVOLVED 

~✓- 77.S: 0;.·y 
-AffCH£0 · · 
ftlflMJZ£t> ./ 

,tN0£X£1) - -

~ 
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• 
FBI 

Date: 

• 
Transmit the following in --------=-=------:------:-.,...----------; 

{Type in plaintext or code) 

Via _________ --------------=-----------; 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L-------- -
PAGE TWO 

SL 44-775 

OFTEN MENTIONED I7~LITY TO COMPLETE SENTENCE, BUT NEVER 

MENTIONED ESCAPE PLA~S OR OUTSIDE CONTACTS. ONLY VISITOR WAS -
.. .,/ . . . 

BROTHER, JOHN RAU MENTIONED HE HAD -SERVED TIME IN MENARD PR ISO .- .. ✓---- ' 
THAT ANOTHER BROTHER WAS KILLED IN CAR ACCIDENT, BUT OTHERWISE 

DID NOT DISCUSS BACKGROUND~ 

RAY NOT ADDICTED TO DRUGS, BUT NEARLY ALL tNMATES USED ANY 

DRUGS AVAILABLE. 

TWO WEEKS FOLLdWING DRAKE'S RELEASE HE VISITED JOHN RAY AT 

SUBJECT'S _REQUEST. CONVERSATION CONCERNED SUBJECT'S WELFARE AT 

PRISON. 

DRAKE UNAWARE OF SUBJECT'S ESCAPE UNTIL RECENT PUBLICITY. 

REGARDS SUBJECT AS SMALL·TIME ROBBER MENTALLY INCAPABLE OF 

PLANN!NG A~SASSINATION WITHOUT INTELLIGENT OUTSIDE GUIDANCE. 

BELIEVES SUBJECT CAPABLE OF BEING HIRED FOR KILLING AND WOULD 

NOT BE ALONE IN MATTER. BELIEVES WHOEVER HIRED SUBJECT HAS 

· DISPOSED OF HlM, AS WOULD BE DIFFICULT TO ·HIDE WITH HEAT ON AND 

REWARDS ADVERTISED. 

DRAKE INDICATED WILLINGNESS TO COOPERATE WITH FBI IN ANY 

Approved: ---------''-----­
Special Agent in Charge· 

Sent ______ M Per------

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



- --------

• 
FBI 

Date: 

I 

Transmit the following in -----------==------,----,-----,-,---------------1 
(Type in plaintext or code). 

Via ________ _ 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -

PAGE THREE 

_SL 44-775 

TO HIS ATTENTION. 

DRAKE APPEARED FRANK, STRAIGHT FORWARD AND SINCERELY 

WILLING TO FULLY COOPERATE. 

UACB REQUEST WILL BE MADE FOR DRAKE'S TOLL CALLS FROM 

APR IL FOlRTH, AND FOLLOW UP INTERVIEW WILL BE CONDUCTED TODAY 

TO LEARN IF ANY NEW INFORMATION CONCERNING SUBJECT'S WHEREABOUTS 

HAVE COME TO HIS ATTENTION. f,itAflTfil "'-'H-'- 1"o1 -"6£ IY'ellrffJ)o/1£.,P, 

LITTLE ROCK IS REQUESTEP ID ATTEMPT RESOLUTION OF RELIABILI 

MENTAL CAPACITY, AND REPUTATION FOR VERACITY OF PCI ~USSELL 

LEE MARTIN. 

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

-P. 

Approved: __________ _ Sent --------'---M Per-______ _ 
Special Agent in Charge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



630PM 

F'BI ST LOUIS 

FBI CHICAGO 

F'Bl WASH DC 

717PM URGENT 5/7/68 LCC 

TO ALL SACS RELAY MESSAGE PLAN 

FROM DIRECTOR lP 

MURKIN 

TWO ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS Or R WERE RELEASED TODAY 

TO NEWS MEDIA IN WASHr'NGTON. PHOTOGRAPH NUMBER ONE SHOULD 
'--

BEAR CAPTION '"JAMES EARL RAY <PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN NINETEEN 

SIXTY-SEVEN IN MEXItO).'' THIS IS THE PHOTOGRAPH OF RAY IN DARK 

GLASSES AND SPORT SHIRTo PHOTOGRAPH .NUMBER TWO SHOULD BEAR 

CAPTION "JAMES EARL RAY <PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN LATE JANUARY OR 

EARLY FEBRUARY NINETEEN SIXTY-E-IGHT IN. CALIFORNIA)." THIS IS 

HEAD SHOT OF RAY IN BUSIN~SS SUIT WHICH SHOWS MARKED CLEFT IN 

CHIN. YOU ARE AUTHORIZED TO REPRODUCE COPIES OF THESE TWO 

PHOTOGRAPHS LOCALLY AND YOU SHOULD INSURE THEY RECEIVE WIDE­

SPREAD DISTRIBUTiON THROUGH ALL MEDlA CONTACTS. FIVE COPIES OF 
, 

EACH OF THESE PHOTOGRAPHS PREVIOUSLY FURNISH~D ALL OFFICES• 

LEGATS OTTAWA AND MEXICO ADVISED• 

END 

JLS 

FBI ST LOUIS MAY 7 - 1968 
.f.B.l-$1. J.0.UIS. 

I 

...... ; 

.... 
. ~~;:~! 

___ ,_., 

f~;; 
-~~ 

- )~•' 
•.'}P· 

',:-:. 
>- !::;~ '. <t. 
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· "1AY 11182 EDl'l'JON 
OP'TtONAI. FORM.NO, 10. • . 

TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

L 

5010-108 

GSA FPMR (•t CPR) 10l-l1,0 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, ST. LOUIS (44-775) 

. SA JACK A. FREN~ 

MURKIN 

DATE: 5-7-68 

.. • / 
On instant date, .fil)N BOCKENKW, SLPD Int~igence 

Unit, confidentially advised that _RI~;-local 
ex-con has been bragging around tfieSouth St. Louis 
t~verns that he drove the truck out of the Missouri 
Prison in which JAMES EARL RAY made his escape. 

BOCKENKAMP further advised that RENO is now working 
at Shenandoah Bakeries, 3135 Park Avenue, SLMO, and until 
the bakery unions went on strike, he was reporting to 
work at 5 A.M. RENO may be working under an alias inasmuch 
as he seldom uses his real name when seeking employment. 

RENO claims to be living somewhere in Webster Groves, 
Missouri al though he hangs around taverns in the the 
vicinity of Gr d and Wyoming. He is currently driving 
a 1961 brown rystler which has a broken windshield and 
bears Misso ·ri License SL 1-101. This license is issued 
to ETTA R 3888 Wyoming, SLMO, a relative of RENOts 
wi 'Bh w om he may be staying. 

I :,~RCHEO ___ ..,_ 

,£~1AI 171:~ffte~~Z#l 

(1) 
MAY7 
- i-;:,I.LUUl;:, 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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L 

• F'Bl ST LOUIS 

FBI LOUISVLE: 

11:06 AM URGENT 5:8:68 DS 

TO DIRECTOR, FBI <44~38861>, MEMPHIS <44-1987), LOS ANGELES (44-1574) 

AND ST• LOUIS (44-775> 

FROM LOUISVILLE <44-947) 

MURKIN~ CR, 00: MEMPHIS ■ 

RE MEMPHIS TEL MAY SIX LAST AND LOUISVILLE TEL MAY SIX LAST RE 

TELEPHONE BOOTH sr. FRANCIS HOTEL, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA· 

FOR INF'ORMATION ST. LOUIS, TELEPHONE Cfl.LL MADE FROM PHONE 

TWELVE L~ST TO TELEPHONE NUMBER OF. 

MRS• VERA BOO", STURGIS, KY. MRS~ COOK ADVISSD SHE HAS SON, A. F• 

COOK, JR .. , RESIDING UNKNOWN ADDRESS LOS ANGELES AREA .. ADVISED LAST 

TALKED TO SON BY 7ELEPHONE THANKSGIVING LAST. ALSO ADVISED SHE RE~ 
' 

FUSED COLLECT LONG-DISTANCE CALL FROM SOMEWHERE IN CALIFORNIA, DATE 

UNKNOWN. MRS. COOK APPROXIMATELY EIGHTYYEARS OLD• / 

MEMPHIS REQUESTED ADDITIONAL INFORMATION TO LOCATE A.F. coo~-. -----r,- . 

- • . . ,, 

, 'r::---
:,, 

' i4 

3l,. BY LOS ANGELES FOR INTERVIEW TO DETERMINE IF HE KNOWS JAMES EARL ,.· 

RAY. MRS• COOK AND ~ON, JAMES P. COOK, RECpNTACTED MAY SEVEN LAST 

AND ADVISED NO INFORMATION THEIR POSSESSION RE COOK'S ADDRESS, EM­

PLOYMENT OR ANY OTHER THAT WOULD-ASSIST IN LOCATING HIM~ ADVISED 
•/ '•;.__ 

;.,~", 
IN NINETEEN FIFTYFIVE COOK RESIDED ONE SEVEN.,ONE SEVEN TWO KALISHER, ~~ 

END PAGE ONE 

£/· -
.:itA.R. ,w.,_,......-.:1y=-"t 
SERI c..n;.-n-

~ ~-

L-~, .. · 1i.:i~"tr:.~;;~,}. 
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PAGE T!cJO 

GRANADA HILLS, CALIFORNIA AND COOK WAS SALES MGR. FOR A CHEVROLET 

DEALER, LOCATION UNKNOWN, BUT NOW ALLEGEDLY OWNED BY BEN ALEXANDER, 

FORMERLY OF DRAGNET TV SHOW~ COOK WASIN USAF, SERILA NUMBER UNKNOWN; 

NOT DRAWING DISABILITY OR PENSION TO THEIR KNOWLEDGE. COOK, W/M, 

BORN AT.STURG°IS, KY. COOK USESNAME 
~-----------___ __J 

A.F. COOK, JR. ALTHOUGH FATHER'S NAME WAS ALONZO F'RANKLIN COOK, AND 

HAS NICKNAME BUDDY ... COOK'S EX-WlF'E BETTY., MAIDEN NAME UNKNOWN; .· \i'• 
t·~;~.~ 

NOW MARRIED TO GUENTI~ SNYDER, ADDRESS ~NKNOWN;_BUT POSSIBLY RESIOIN~. [ 

GRANADA HILLS, CALIF'ORNIA- com< MARRIED TO CATHY LOMBARDO .. SANTA 

BA:RBARA,i, CALIFORNIA, NINETEEN SIXTYON£ BUT NOW DIVORCED• COOK'S 

BROTHER ADVISED THAT LAST HE.KNEW COOK WORKED FOR UNKNOWN PLATING 

CO .. IN LOS ANGELES AREA. BROTHER,ADVISED COOK DRINKS HEAVILY AND 
I 

ALSO THAT MOTHER'S MEMORY'VERY BAD AND SHE COULD HAVE REbEIVED 

. .:: ·7 .. ~ 
--~-

OTHER TELEPHONE CALLS FROM COOK WHICH SHE'.DOES COOK HAS · _,, 
,/.-~.-~· 

" 

SISTER HE SOMETIMES CONTACTS, ~RS. LONELLE HEN ,-,, 

EIGHT MORAN, ST• LOUIS,· MO. 

CORR LINE THREE, WORD·TEN SHD BE SERIAL 

END PAGE TllJO 

SIX _SIX . 

. . 
' - -· .-
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PAGE THREE 

LOS ANGELES AT LOS A~GELES, 

RECORDS. 

FORMA :: ;NL::::, ~,::::R:::: s:0:: · :o:: :::: ::0: E;::M: ::E:: I::~ ~~i, 
'.END 

:\i)j 
,.· > ;)~~r --

·\;~)~1::,t{-_ 
. ' . :~·;-1 

OTHER OF'F'ICES ADVISED ' 

.,;_. ~ •. 

c,:/j! 
END 

MEL 

FBI ST LOUIS 

X 

-":~_:., 

iif',-~t;;,<.,,\j1/, _· 
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_:k, 
·'1 TO 

FROM· : 

SUBJECT: 

"ii ' ,,·. 5010-108 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1~ EDITION 
GsA FPMR (41 CPR) 101-11.8 

l}NITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Meniorandum 
SAC-, ST. LOUIS (44-775) 

-
. SA HAROLD R. DOBSON 

MURKIN 

DA,TE: 5/8/68 

- /an 5/s/6s AUSA STEPHEN H, Gl!LMOR~1sM TOM, 
,BROOKMd, Brookman·, Cleaners, 1500 b;lock or' Lafayett~:,; ·stMo, . 
'advised him a man ·came to his establishment· in January· of 
i968 ·· and wanted to leave a wristwatch as security for pick­
ing up a coat. This individual's name was RAY and he gave 
the address of 1808 La-f ayette. ; 

1 - - Telephone directory lists -BROOKMAN ·cleaners at, -
1552 La-fayette." It. is, .s,uggested that a :.ph<:>tograph of subject 
be,_exhibited to Mr · .BROOKMAN to determine if. the individual: 
was subject. In.✓-· 11 probability, the customer was subject's 
brother, JOHN 

HRD/heh 
(l)A 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

OPTlONA.L ,:ORM NO. 10 15010-106-05 
MAY 19&2 EDrTION 
GSA GE.."l. REG, NO. 2.7 · ., 
UNITED STATES GOVE NMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC ST. LOUIS (44-775) 

SA THOMAS L. BUCKLEY 

MURKIN 
CR 

00: .ME 

• 
DATE: 5-7-68 

At 5:30 PM instant date Officer MICHAEL JIBNSO!nsN 5758, 
Mobile Reserve, SLPD advised as-follows: "'" 

On PM of 5-6-68 he stopped two whit~les on Jeffers°;("n 
driving a 1958 Studebaker., two-door for a car check. They -· . 
identified themselves as JAMES WARREN RA ::md DAVID EARL R , 
both residing 3820a Kossuth, SLMO. They presen~ea Selective 
Service Cards, one union card and one Mo. drivers license for 
identification. They were not arrested and proceeded on their 
waw after a brief delay. 

BENSON saw·a new picture of JAMES EARL RAY released on 
TV tonight a.t'1d now thinks one of the above persons_ resembles .J✓, 
subject RAY. 

//~ 77S---..6_~,---
sEARcHEo ............... 1 
SERIALIZED. ., ... ... 

' &:AY 8 
l,_,, 2 -(44-775) 

~Il3/TLB ~ 
·' 

:-:· f. 

f::,,· 
AX" 

__ -·. ~:,::.i~:.,,1;~<·_'; -~: .. ~~- _.,_.,,"::~::.£i 
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TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

.,i., -. 

Jt:· -

1;010-108 

SAC, ST. LOUIS (44-775) DATE: 5/8/68 

SA WILLIAM R. BURTON 

MURKIN 

Re memo to 'all _agents, 4/24/68. 

In normal contact with law enforcement agencies, 
both city, county and state in Pemiscot, Dunklin, Stoddard, 
Butler, Wayne, Ripley, and Carter Counties, covered from 
the Poplar Bluff RA, it has been determined that there are 
no unsolved robberies or burglaries where the UNSUB is of 
a similar description as JAMES EARL RAY. It was likewise 
determined that -there are no agencies which maintain a file 
of latent fingerprints as these investigations are usually 
conducted by the MSHP. 

-. " ~ .. ' 
- : ' -. -'.:~:;,~ :-/f-j;,·,3 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds R.egular,IJ' an,;the-Pt!iro.tf;f~~:}:r~1i!l~J~-/-"' 

~ -:\t"" 

:-·-~~t1:.-· 
~ - .-_z:_- ,,.~­

'~,; ·-- ~, 
~ • 4 --

~ ,. . _ .. 

.. - '-(-t.,il"---­
- ;:Jr 
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TO" 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

OPT~ONAl.. FORM NO~ 10 
MAY I~ EDITION 
GSA FPMR (•I CJ'R) 101-11.e • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, ST. LOUIS (44-775) 

SA WILLIAM R. BURTON 

MURKIN 

• 
DATE: 

Re memo to all Resident Agents, 4fef9/68. 
/'" 

~,Y 

5/8/68 

On 5/3/68, ~t. KENNETH M. LINK·, Evidence 
Techniciarr, Troop E, MSHP, Poplar Bluff, Mo., advised 
that his office does not maintain any unidentified latent 
fingerprints at Troop E Headquarters in unsolved cases but 
will normally forward these to General Headquarters of the 
Highway Patrol at Jefferson City, Mo., so that should it 
be necessary to compare these with the fingerprints of any 
known individuals the-experts at General Headquarters can 
conduct this examination. LINK further advised that he 
does not know of any local law enforcement agencies on the _ 
city or county level in Pemiscot, Dunklin, Stoddard, Butler, ·-· 
Wayne, Ripley, or Carter Counties which mai tains a file 0£ 
unidentified latent fingerprints. 

On that same date TOMMY CAT , Poplar Bluff PD, 
advised that his department does no ain ain a file of 
unidentified latent fingerprints. CLYDE HENDRIX, Butler 
County Sheriff, Poplar Bluff, Mo., likewise advised that 
office does not maintain a file of unidentified latent 
fingerprints. 

his 
❖ 

~- 44-775 
'-wAB:pdp 

V 

5010-108-

(2) fl.'"" 
~(.:-;_,r' 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 

I 
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. • • F'BI ST LOUIS 

FBI SPRNGF'LD 

1107AM URGENT 519/68 MAL 

TO CHICAGO, INDIANAPOLIS, AND ST• LOUIS 

FROM SPRINGF'IELD <44-56U <THREE PAGE_S) 

MURl{IN; CR 

RE MYTEL MAY FOUR LAS~•/ 

REJ JOSEPH ELMER AUST1N, AKA; ·FORMER ASSOCIATE OF SUBJECT. 

SPRINGFIELD DIVISION UNABLE TO VERIFY AUSTIN'S DEATH. 

'REVIEW OF ME_lU\RD ST~TE PENITENTIARYZILL •OIS REVEALED AUSTIN, 
,/1,d.e~ ~tl"~! / . 
,-AKA JAMES FREELEY, "SHARKE •< '''BLAC ", FBI NUMBER EIGHT TWO 

ONE SEVEN THREE THREE, DISCHARGED FEBRUARY TWENTY THREE NINETEEN 
, 

SIXTY rIVE TO ST• LEONARD'S HOUSE, TWO ONE ZERO ZERO WEST 

t,JARREN AVENUE., CHICAGO, ILLINOIS AND RECEIVED FINAL PAROLE. 
,} . 

DISCHARGED ON jLJLY ELEVEN NINETEEN SIXTY SEVEN THROUGH PAROLE 

OFFICE ONE SIX ZERO NORTH LA SALLE, CHICA~d, IL~INOIS~ AUSTIN 

FURTHER DESCRIBED AS WHITE MALE, DAT& OF BIRTH 

FIVE FEET TEN AND ONE HALF INCHES TALL, 
L__ ___________ ~ 

' ONE HUNDRED TWENTY NINE POUNDS., BLUE EYES, GREY HAIR, DARK 

END PAGE ONE 

V 

/· 

"' 
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COMPLEXION, OCCUPATION FARMER, SC,Y ON CENTER OF FOREHEAD• 

FAMI 1%\lCLUDES BROTHER ..'.:HA.RLE}( W~~~L Y, I LL IND IS, BORTflER, 

~ _aE~T: _SPRINGFIELD, NIECE:-~..::_ JOE _R_EES~HREE 7's IX NORTH 

HOOSIER, BRAZIL, INDIAN~, NEPHEW RALPH TANNEHILL, ONE FOUR THREE 

TWO FOURT~rREET, MADISON, ILLINOIS, SISTER MRS• DOROTHY 

SEYt•10UR,ttRANl-<LIN, ILLINOIS, COUSIN GERTRUDE ;~LL~- N~·NE ZERO 

FC>URLIND STREET, QUINCY, ILLINOIS. AUSTIN'~~~~PONDENCE 

FILE ALSO REFLECTS THE FOLi/4NG; ROBERT REED, CASE WORKER, 

AND FAT-HER DOUGLAS WOLFElaOTH FROM ST• LEONARD'S HOUSE, 

TWO ONE ZERO ZERO ,.?RREN AVENUE, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, ATT0RNERY 

Jo.EDWARD J0NE✓oNE FOUR THREE TWO WEST HARRISON STREET, CHICAGO, 

A.-A. FERRIS COMPANY, INC., ONE TWO TWO WEST LINCOLN, GOSHEN, 

INDIANA, ST• ANTHONY'S INN~ INC,, TWENTY r SOUTH LA SALLE 

STREET, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, GIRARD LETTMAN, wARREN CLINIC, TWO 

FOUR FOUR NIN• WEST W~-1-N_B_O_UL ___ E_V~- CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, 

MR. AND MR • <F"NU) MYRICK,. CA'"' .VILLE.NURSING HOME, CASEYVILLE, 

ILLINO.IS, A .. ZER°t) ONE ONE ROAD STREET, MADISON, 

ILLINOIS, WAUKEGAN RESCUE MISSION, WAUKEGAN, ILLINOIS, WILLIE 

ti 
END PAGE Tt-10 

.. 

.. ·:{t 
.·· :.Si 

. ·' i-::---

., 

· -~:;,.:ir 
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PAGE THREE / 

MAE MORGAN/WAVERLY, 

LOUIS, MISSOURI• 
~ 

ILLINOIS, MYRTLE LHOTEL, 
CHICAGO DIVISION AT CHICAGO AND WAUKEGAN, ILLINOIS, 

INDIANAPOLIS DIVISION AT BRAZIL AND GOSHEN, .INDIANA, AND 

ST• 

ST. LOUIS DIVISIO'N AT ST. LOUIS, INVESTIGATE IN AN EFFORT TO 

LOCATE AND INTERVIEW AUSTIN• SPRINGFIELD CONDUCTING INVESTI­

GATION AT MADISON, WAVERLY, CASEYVILLE, FRANKLIN, QUINCY, AND 

SPRINGFIELD. p. 

END 

DCJ 

FBI ST LOUIS 

V 
:1. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS 

,/, 

I 
i 
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F'BI ST LOUIS 

F'BI CHICAGO 

2.08PM URGENT 5/9/63 EOM 

TO DIRECTOR <44-38861> ST. ~OUIS (44-775) MEMPHIS <44-1987> 

FROM CHICAGO (44-1114> 2P 

MURKIN. 

RE MILFORD ROHER· L 
PCI.,. CHICAGO, ADVISED THAT WILLIAM NETHINGTON AND. HIS 

WIFE ISSOURI, ADVISED HIM ON MAY FIVE LAST 

THAT MILFORD RO .. , CITY POLICEMAN, SULLIVAN.,. MISSOURI, HAD 

TOLD THEM THAT THE tSCAPE OF JAMES RAY HAD BEEN PLANNED BY 

THE KU KLUX KLAN <KKK> SO THAT RAY COULD KILL KING. THEY 

ALSO TOLD INFORMANT THAT ROHER WAS A MEMBER OF THE KKK~ 

INFORMANT ALSO HAD CONVERSATION WITH ROHER BUT NOTHING 

OF VALUE O~TAINED~ INFORMANT BELIEVES NETHINGTONS' ACCURATELY 

QUOTING ROHER TO HIM BUT IS OF OPINION ROHER IS A PREVARICATOR. 

NETHINGTONS' RESIDENCE CAN BE REACHED BY LEAVING SULLIVAN, 

MISSOURI, WEST ON ROUTE SIXTY-SIX TURNING LEFT AT THE HIGH 

LOW MOTEL AND TRAVELING SIX MlLES, PHONE NUMBER SEVEN THREE 

TWO-FIVE FOUR SIX EiaHT. 

END PAGE ONE 
,,,:.ARCl-lEJl---,-a: 

sEmru..,zm.Ll~ru:.r~~r 
~ 

l"l::il- I:.: 

--~~ 
ir:~--
,~~ 

-:1 

. t·~ ~ 
<". 

··;~ 
·t 

· .. ,,>,j)J 
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PAGE TWO CG 44-1114 

ST~ LOUIS LOCATE AND INTERVlEW'WILLIAM NETHINGTON. 

INFORMANT NOT CONCERNED ABOUT BEING COMPROMISED• THEN INTERVIEW 

ROHER. 

END 

MEL 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

FBI ST LOUIS 

X 

' 
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0-9 (Rev. 5-22-64) t • 
FBI 

Date: May 7, 1968 
Transmit the following in ----------=-----::-----=--,-------------­

(Type in plo.intext or code) 

Via __ AIR __ T_E_L _______ _ 
(Priority) . 

---------------------------------------------------------------------. ' 
To: All SACs and LEGATs 

Director, FBI (44-38861) 

MURKIN 
00: MEMPHIS (44-1987) 

The Bureau.has designated Memphis as office of origin in this case. 

·You were previously advised that leads in this Top Ten Fugitive case 
must be handled within 24 hours. The Atlanta, Birmingham, Chicago, Hou~ton,' 

- Jackson, Kansas City, Los Angeles, New Orleans, St. Louis, and Springfield 

/J 
Offices are to prepare the results of their investigafion to date in report form; 
not as an insert •. At such time as the amowit of investigation in these field 

. offices does not appear to warrant individual reports, adv.se the Bureau and . 
office of origin that inserts being prepared in future in lieu of reports, UACB. 

All other offices will record the results in appropriate form and 
transmit 15 copies of each to the office of origin for inclusion in reports 
submitted by the Memphis Office. Should investigation increase in any such 
area warranting submission of individual report, do so and advise the Bureau 
and Memphis. 

LEGATs are to submit results of investigation which can be 
disseminated irl ietterbead memorandum form suitable for dissemination. Any 
administrative data which cannot be disseminated_ is to be set forth in the 
administrative section of your transmittal communication. Look~alikes and 
other leads resolved and reported by cablegram or other commwiication need 
not be rereported as copies of these communications are being forwarded office 
of origin by the Bureau for administrative handling of the caseo 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS., 

Sent Via ________________ M 

SE ,,_...__:::;"~" -_RIALIZED ...... · .~-f:u., .. ~ ....... .. 
MAY 9. 1968 ......... , .. . 

:--.i-.q._F_.81'-- SAINT, LOUIS 

: ~ - I 2; 
-f~ (f 

Per ________ _ 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMEl\"T OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BliREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
~ 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
April 20, 1968 

JAMES EARL RAY, also known as 
Eric Starvo Galt, Harvey Lowmyer, 
John Willard, James McBride, James 
Walton, W. C. Herron and James 
O'Conner 

FUGITIVE 

CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY; 
INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ARMED ROBBERY 

"TEN MOST WANTED FUGITIVES11 PROGRAM 

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought 

under the alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil 

rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., has been added tci the FBI's list of 

"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives. ,r 

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the -special_ addition of 
·' 

Ray to the "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives11 list, which already, coptains ten fugi­

tives, to insure the widest possible dissemination of Ray's pli~tograph and 

description to help effect his earliest possible location. 

Ray has been the subject of a,massive and intensive search since 

the brutal gunshot slaying of Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the bal-

cony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel. One rifle bullet, 

window of a nearby rooming house, felled the victim. 

bel · e ed fired from the 
- ..... 7.S-:-$..5/ 

SEAROHEO ... ~l~=E~ ... .. 
SERIALIZED ..... . ,....... .. ................... . 

MAY 91966 
FBI ....;; SAINT LOUIS 
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• 
An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing latent finger­

prints uncovered in the Dr. King case against fingerprints of over 53,000 persons 

on whom wanted notices have been posted in the FBI's Identification Division, 

succeeded in determining that Galt and Ray are identical. 

A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 17, 

1968, charges Ray, under the alias Eric starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere 

with a Constitutional Right of a United states citizen. Ray is also sought for un­

lawful interstate flight to avoid confinement after conviction for armed robbery, 

based on a Federal warrant issued--on July 20, 1967, at Jeffers?n City, Missouri • 
.,_ . l. 

He had been confined at the Missouri state P.enit~ntiary; Jefferson City, Missouri, 
~ : -. . .• 

in March, 1960_, with a.20-year sentence following conviction for armed robbery 

and operating a motor vehicle without ·permission of the owner. JJy September, 
,. • . • ' ~ f' 

1966, while serving the sentence, he was confined for a ti~e ._in the maximum 

security ward at the State Hospital,- Fuiton, Missouri. He wa~ reported missing 
- • ' • ,f ' .& . 

.. .,_ --

from the Missouri state Penitentiary smce April 23, 1967 o 

Ray, who has an arrest record dating back to 1949 and has been 

convicted of burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Money 

Orders, has also been confined in the Los Angeles County Jail, the Joliet and 

Pontiac, illinois, State Prisons and the United states Penitentiary, Leavenworth, 

Kansas. 

He served in the Army between February, 1946, arid December, 

1948, received a three-month sentence at hard labor for being drunk and 

breaking arrest and was given a General Discharge due to ineptness and lack 

of adaptability for military service., 

- 2 -
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• 
Ray is a 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in Illinois 

on~------~He is approximately 5'10" inches tall, weighs from 163 

to 174. pounds, has blue eyes and brown hair which he has·worn cut short. He 

has a small scar on the center of his forehead and a scar on the palm of his 

right hand. He has been described as having a straight, narrow nose and . 

straight and even teeth and to have a nervous habit of occasionally tugging at 

an ear lobeo His left ear protrudes noticeably. 

Acquaintances describe him as a "loner" and "drifter" whose 

language and diction reflect a "rural" quality and indicate he has had limited 

education. 

He is; .reportedly a' fan of western and country music, drinks 

vodka and beer, . dresses neatly and claims past employment as a merchant 

seaman and cook on Mississippi River vessels. He is known to have worked 

as a baker, laborer and color matcher. 

He_ is known as an avid dancer who has taken dancing lessonso 

He also completed a course at a school of bartending in the Los Angeles 

area early in 1968. 

Ray should be considered armed and extremely dangerous. 

Anyone with information concerning this fugitive is requested to immediately 

contact the nearest office of the FBI~ the telephone number of which may be 

found on the first page of local telephone directories. 

- 3 -
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In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUHEAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 

April 20, 1968 
JAMES EARL RAY 

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought under the 

alias Eric·Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil rights leader 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is one of the FBPs "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives." 

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of Ray to the 

"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives" list, which al7eady contains ten fugitives, to insure the 

widest possible dissemination of Ray's photograph and description to help effect his prompt 
,., 

: ~ 

location. Ray has been the subject of a massive search since the gunshot slaying of 
1;' . 

Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as ,he stood on the balcony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel. . . ,:•~ >' , . __ -'.:. :' ' . 
An exhaustive F:~I fingerprint Sea):'ch; ~gmpariq.g latenf'fingerprints uncovered 

• ·~· ,.. ·' , .. ,1 • ' • 

in the Dr. King case against fi'tigerprint~ of ovei: 53, 900' P~!sons on whom FBI wanted 
. i ' 

notices have been posted determined that Galt: and Ray ~e identical. 

A Federal warrant, i-ssued'at Birm:ingh:~: Alabama, on April 17, 1968, 

charges Ray, und~r the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with .conspiring to interfere with a Consti­

tutional Right of a United States citizen. Ray, who escaped 'on April 23, 1967, from the 

Missouri State Penitentiary, is also sought for unlawful interstate flight to avoid confine­

ment after conviction for armed robbery. 

· Possessing an arrest record dating back to 1949, Ray has been convicted of 

burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Money Orders. 

A 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in Illinois on Ray L__ _____ ~ 

is approximately 5' 10" tall, weighs from 163 to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and short brown 

hair. He has a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and his left ear protrudes noticeably. 

Described as a "loner and "drifter," with a '.'rural" quality in his speech, Ray 

has worked as a baker, laborer and color matcher. He has taken dancing lessons and 

completed a course at a school of bartending. 

Consider Ray armed and extremely dangerous. Report any information 

concerning him to the nearest FBI office. 12
/- 17..>-.s-s~ 

SEARCHED .............. ,INDEXKD ............... , •• 
SERIALIZED ...... ~ •• 

MAY 91968 
FBI...., SAINT LOUIS 

. t 25. 
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st 44-5~1· 
JWJJ:jah ·•. 
l 

. " .. ~,. -::,_. 
-: . 

~hicagoi : lll.iiloiS, 
... :r1su. ........ - - . 

.. . . _ _ ·: 17"0 p.QJ.lnd.s 
- G~ay · - ' ·_ -. -
· ltaze:t ·· 
· ·_ - Catlioli,~ , · ._ ·- . - . 

:. 31;b .Gr,ttd~;;-Cb.iug.o . . i·,: 
-·l'~li1th·. . . ' . 
t. s. ar1.n~ Cf{>l;ps- from ·JJay "' 

_ -lfl'G'f; to ~y'~, 1117'., · Ma,:ine: 
·'. ,,_ :.: · ~ffl:IP$ .Be~ial 'Jo-~: _t'3396 . · : 
' _ -.. :n~ueasta1. ~~ther 41efl 193:t, 

· . . · metbe:r died ll5l ♦- : . 

. -•~ :, . :13'4334 
0 

·, • • V • •:• 

. ' ·:· ; "~~T~N. . Cook. Gd 'baker . .. . . -
·_ , · - · ~D1HW-f.ft:S · . ·' $makes, ehews t0ba.e:eo1 : a.oo .. '. ·. · · , , . . 

, . ·" ,. . . ' drinks heaVtly' . _ ·. _ . . · _ . . _ ··; •- ... 
. . . . . . . . , ~¢ 776"-SS-¥ 

.. . : . ~ ·file reve-aled th.at &WBOlf w.a-s ox-igih'1lly reee:tved · 
~t J0Uet"' -n:u,n~is, :Peuttent:ia~y ·en· lio~1amber 2;: · l934":; t.tme~ · · · 

- $et!tellce ot ,one. td .. life fe~ burglary •. GAWROll rec.ed;V~d __ n$rd 
,Bl:'&neh.f l'llm~ie ~t.ate Pen:i:tent..i~ry. -t;J'Q lu.lv •15,- 1~,,. ·.~r@nt- , .. . 

· ,: Adams Ce'O,nty, J:11.inQiS.,- aa a parele vi,Gflator·. · GAWRON'' par~le(i -· -• _ - _. :· 
. : · :fr~.nt Jieliar'd on· Haren tl, l:959,- to: V~t~rans Mm11::tstr.at_i~n H()spi.tal, 

• • S O ~ - C 

SEARCHED . JNDEXID¢. 
SERIALIZ~LED · . 

MAY9. 1968 . 
. · FBI -- ST •. J,,QIJIS 
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JDD No.: .. 
Crime: 

• Transfer. 
• Classification. 

------- ---------------,-----------,---
DIAGNOSTIC DEPOT 

IIlliitlOIS STATE PENITENTIARY -
W JOLIET . 

F 489 CLASSIFICATION REPORT 
June 10, 194-0 

Name: Age: 40 
Burglary · 

GAWRON, J.ohn A_dmitted: ll/2/34 
Sentence: .l-Lif e 

RECLASSIFICATION 
, Recommendations 

l. Stateville Division~ 

2. Group II!: Without psychosis·or mental 
. def'ecto Doubtfully improvab:l.eo Inadequate 

personali·ty o High average intelligenc.e ( O plus 
_- 104, Army Alpha score - 1934). Alcoholic tendency. 
Partial deafness. . . 

ihis iru-aate uas classi_fied e.s a doubtfully ·1mprovable 
offender uith delinauent attitudes and lack of initiative 

· · -and arnbi tionQ His ·criminality <,3,ppea:red to be related · 
-to his aiooholic tendenoyo He uas r·ecently·examined_- ., 
when he wrote a reauest for transfer to -t~ateville 
because of problems of ill healthg He claimed that· 
he was disabled in the World war and that his ear 
drums ·were rupturedo ·He no-rr complains of head pains 
and discharging earso He feels, -rather- vaguely~ 

_ that larger, -dryer cells at Stateville would be more 
conducive to good healtho _His conduct within the 
Old Prison has been satisfacto~Yo He has been 
punished- on only two or three oocasionso -_ He has a 
fairly good attitude troa.xd his employmen~. He 
shous no evidence of men1cal diseaseo _ .Und~::: · the new_ 
policy he should be classified for Statev-ille since it 
is likely he will have to serve a number of years _ 

.within the inst'i tution«, - !n· the -interest-s of hi·s general 
health and to turther the present classification 
policy, resegregation is reoommendedo 

. . -- .0 . 

3.' Continued medical treatment for the·ear 
condition and work in a dryt inside plaoe is 

suggested. . . __ . --·-·Q·· .-·J.: 
· I ~' ' _, fi/._ 

. /l \ ,J-,-· ...... ~,:;/-' 
R.._~ ~ .• '--""Bar.iek, M~-D• 
Chairman. - . 
OJ.asJiificatioµ Board.:_ 

j -

'. 
j 

r_.-

b' -­
t . 

. ;• 
I • ' ' ,_ 
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY __,,,, · Joliet ii489-F 

PAROLE VIOLATOR .C~1
~~ ~l~~~\~T~~I~:~~~~~~;-

Henard #25261 

Na.ma·: ~.A!-'IRON, John 

Crime: Burglary 

CLASSIFICATION REPORT 
December 2, 1961 

.Age: 62 

R~LJl.SSIFIC ATION RE?CRT 

Mm_i. t ted: 11-2-34 ( Jo4- •) 

. Re.Admitted: 11-16-61 

Sentence: 1-Ll.fe 

BEHAVIOR ON PPROLE This 62 year old white man was parol~d from 
. Menard on 3-:-21-59 to a Veteran I s idministra­

tion Hospital at Wood, Wisconsin, but remained there only three days and then left.· 
., \dthout permission. He now says, III got looded up on-liquor and goof balls, and when 

I came to I was in the Union Station at Chicago and found I had a ticket to St~ Louis 
so I ·just went on to St. Lo~s Md stayed there. 11 He says he lived in St. Louis during 
the ent~re time he was at large as an absconder, and lived with a cousin -at a roon~ng. 
house at 1913 Hickory Street, St. Louis. He says he obtained employment, usually c as­
ual and part-time in nature, through an employment agency, and· also received a V.A. 
compensation_ check amounting to :;$61.00 monthly. · During his ·last few months of liberty 
he ·a1so received public aid assistance. He states that on two occasions, ·from July to 
September, 1959 and again from October, 1960 to January, 1961, he was a patient at the 
Cochran V.A. Hospital in St. Louis because of a he.a.rt condition. Inmate says he was 
not arrest8d at any time while in St. Louis; but about 11-9-61 he and an acquaintance 
were picked up at Louisiana, Iv.d.ssouri,.his identity as an Illinois violator was then 
discovered, and he waived extradition for return. He says this acquaintance left St. 
Louis to drive to Quincy,' Illinois, asked inmate to go along, and he accepted. He says 
they stopped at Louisiana, Iv.d.s::;ouri :and were quest:toned by police · about the burglary of 
a supermarket in that area, but he knew nothing about that offense. · .Enclosed with re­
ports from the Division of Supervision concerning this inmate is a detailed report of 
investigation by the Missouri Highway Patrol of the burglary, but we·fi11d nothing in 
this which would suggest that inmate and his companion were suspected of having 8IlY 
connection.with the crime,. and it seems evident tl1at no c_harge was filed in Missouri. 
However, it will be noted that this episode seems to have at least some points of re­
sem~:1,.ance to the behavior which led to his return as· a parole_ violator ip July, 1956. 

. . . 
RK'IIE':-'l OF seer AL FACTORS: The Reclassification Report of 9-2-56 offers a 

summary of inmate I s background . and •ie would re-· 
fer to that report. AI3 indicated above, he assertedly lived with a cousin who operates 
a rooming house in St. Louis after he absconded from his most recent parole.· ·.Although -
he says he was under the· influence of liquor and "goof baJ.1s11 at the time he absconded 
from parole, he claims that thereafter he indluged only in moderate drinking. ,, He says· 

.he worked at v~ious part~time jobs as a janitor, etc., while in St. Louis until he was 
placed on public relief following his release from the Cochran v.-A. Hospital in January, 

.- 1961 following a heart attack. He n~>W corresponds with his cousin in St.- Louis. · · 

PERSONALITY: Physically,· inmate's· appearance sugg~sts his ad-
. · vancing age, 8Ild he gives a history of two fairly .. · 
· : severe heart attacks in recent years. He has also been hard of hearing for a number of 

_years, ·and receives V .A. disability .compensation. We. would refer to the current medical __ · 
report for furthe~ information as to his condition. Recent psychometric te_st indicates 

. superior intelligence, ,-ti.th a score approxi:nating that previously obtained. Temper~.men­
tally, .. he is a rather beaten, prisonized individual who has in the past had a history .. 
of heavy drinking during the occasional interludes when he is-not incarcerated, but who 

· claims· only moderate indulgence following the binge ·which· led to ·his prompt absconding 
. from his V.A. ~ospital placement. We regard him as a rather "dependent institutionalized 

... . .· 
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RECLJ,;'.:lSIFIC /1.TION- REPORT: .. G fl.i:iRGr{ '· John #25261 
- . 

December 2 2 1961 

-2-

per-sen who has long been an outcast from. conventional society and ·who tends to sub­
-merge hin::self into anonymity whenever he is confronted with the demands of a free 
com,11unity adjustment., · 

.CLASSIFICATION: 

Superior intelligence (AGCT 115). 
nosis. 

REI:;m,rr,fENDATIOi\:S: 

. . . 

RHG:drc 

. l 

Grouu III: Without. evident .mental ·disorder 
4 . . . 

or mental defect. id.ult unimprovahle offender. 
Inadequate personality makeup •. · High guard,ed prog-

Menard .general division. Medium or maximum 
security •. Light routine work ~ssignment. 

&f?J.R-1A .. 
a. H •. Gro~t (~Ie.T.ber). 
Classific ati.on Board 

-t 
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. -~-jf.t''-!4-0';I ~ tJ U.1.J.t::l OJ 

_ #1.542..iPontiao 

, . 

Name: 

Crime: 

1. Transfer. 

GAWRON, John 

Burglary 

2. Classification· 

A STATE OF ILLJNOIS 
°WPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

DIVISION OF THE CRIMINOLOGIST 
MEN A.TID D" Do 'UNIT 

CLASSIFICATION REPORT 

Age: 57 

RECLASSIFICATION 

Sep~ember 2; 1956 

Admitted: 

Sentence: 

11-19-34..,J 
. : 6•7f!'l46~.r( Pil) 
7•2S~56P#M(JPV) 

J. Recommendations Blf;HAVIOtt ON :PAROLE: This 57 year old white man was paroled - . 
. - - · ·• :f'rom Joliet for the second ti~e on 

9..,21-54 to placement at the· i:ioldier' s and Sailor's Home in Quincyo_ He re-. 
■nained there until March 1956~ then- left because he learned the _police were 
looking for him in connection with investigation of an A:i?m.ed Robbery at 
LaGrange, Missouri4 Reports indicate that inmate had been drinking consider" 
ably while at the Soldier's and Sailor 1·s Ho:rne, and had also been ~!?ping . .· 
::ompany with a Mrs~ Lucille Ryan, the mother o:r a Menard parolee~ 1t23737 Ryanq 
This parolee was also arrested ii\ connection with the _armed robbery at Law · 
Grange,· Missouri, and is apparently now incarcerated in that state4 · Records 
indicate that another parolee., ·Menard #23686 Gain~ was als6 arrested i'or 
questioning in connection with that investigation, but was releasedo · Inmate·· 
says.he left the home when he learned that police were looking for him, moved 
to a room in Quincy, and he evidently elude~ investigation at that tim.eo· 
Although he refused to reve~l where he was living, other information indi­
cates.that he was later l:tving with MrsQ Hyani> According to his own story, 
he obtained employment with a road construction company af-ter he le:!tt tp.e · 

-home, and it would appear that his -whereabouts might have heen t:eaced in -
this manner, had the,re been suff'"icient interest o rtecords indicate that .SJ. 
violation warrant was issued late in J.v.larch 1950, and that he was then ar­
rested by Quincy police on 6-28-,56 as a burglary suspect.. Cain, Menard 
#23686i had been arrested a few days earlier in connection with two burg-
1:aries in which inmate does.not appear to have been directly implicated, 
~although the _loot was apparently taken to Mrso Ryan's hone, where inma:te 
was stayingp Cain then admitted some ea1 .. lier burglaries, and i_mplic:;1.ted 

·inmate as an associate in at least ·one of them. Inmate· now protesse$ rather 
~aive innocence of' any knowledge-or these offenses~ professes that he did 
not u.~derstand much of the questionins to which he was subjected following 
his arrest, and is evidently decided on a policy of admitting-as little as 
possible o He does admit considerable drinking while on parole~ and his 
technical violation in failure to send in a .few reports. From present- infor• 
ma:tion., it would 'appear that there· was a concerted and calculated series, · 
ot criminal- episodes in which two Mene.1 .. d parolees·, Cain and ltyan., as well 
as ·a:t least one other associate were involved, and. in. which· inmate was also 
implicated on the basis o'£ Cain1 s statements. -

. . --

RlWIEW OF SOCIAL FACTORS: Subject was b'orn in Chicago on I 

as the sixth· ot seven child.ren~o~f~a-~ 
native-born mot~er of Polish.descent and a German immigrant £ather. DU!'ing 
inmate's youth -che family 1ived in a disorderly and delinquent area on the 
I?-?a: northwest side in Chi.cage. He says his .f'ather 1•haa a· po.liticaf job'' 
w.1.tn the Chicago street department, and.the family.was evidently of limited 
aooio-etionomic status~ He now says -his .father· died. in 1930 and his mother 

; . 
, _._ .. __ ._-.. · .. -··:·-·--·-·--·-·-'-·: .:.:-. .-. 
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.1enar-d #25261 
Name: G.AWRON, Jolm ., 

· Crime: 

1. Transfer. 
2. Classification 
3. Rccommendacions 

- STATE OF ILLINOIS -
. DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

DIVISION OF THE CRIMINOLOGIST. 

___ }fErum.D. . DA D Ct UNIT 

CLASSIFICATION REPORT 

Age: 

RECLASSIFICATION 

Admitted: 

Sentence: 

~~o died in 1951~ Inmate says he now has two living ·brothers, but ·has had 
LO contact wi tb. either of them f'or a consicl.erable time. He claims to have 
:ompleted eighth grade in public schoolo. In February 1915 he was comm.ited 
,o st. Charles for stealing auto tires, apparently escaped twice, and it 
:eems to have been during an escape from that institution that he enlisted 
.Ii the Marines in May 19H>o He was medically discharged f'rom the .L"1arines 
.n May 1917. In April 1918 he was coramitted to Pontia~ under one year 
entence for larceny$· In June ~921 he was committed to Leavenworth under 

; year sentence ror altering and passing government obligations. In 
~eptembei• 1927 he was sentenced to a six month term in the Chicago House 
or Correction for. burglary. In June 1929 he was sentenced to a 1-15 year 
;erm at Folsom for burglary, and was pa!"oled in December 1931. As r·ecords: 
.ndicat.e, it was in .November 1934 that he was originally committed to Joliet 
:1nde·r· his present 1-Life sentence, and his only period in the free community 
:ince have been his recent par..ole period and one e~rlier parole from. December 

-~1944- until June 19461 ·dm•ing which he worked at tb.e Hines VA Hospital part · · 
>f the time a..~d was eventually involved .in another burglary •. His• civilian 
r10.rk · h_is tory has thus been extremely· irregular and casualo In· previous in-

- ,erview~ inmate has stated that he was married in 1932 and was later divorced, 
iut he now denies that he was eve'I' married and· says this ·was. a cor.unon-law 

attachment. Leisure activities have centered primarily around drinl~ing~ 
:nmate now has no.effective community attachments. 

_,El-(SON.ALITY; Physically inraate is an aging fndividual · who ·1s ap-
parently somewhat hard of hearing, and he :gives a · 

dstory, of ch!'onic ear trouble dating from his Marine service in 1916-170 
Ha has received partial disability compensation for a considerable nu..>nber o:t 
rears, and apparently is f'earfu.J. of giving a history of too satisfactory 
'lealth· because he feels that· th.is maight· possibie be. reduced or cut off: •. · 
Jrevi.ous psych,orJ'.!etric tests have indicated superior intelligence, but. his 
l!lresent r~a.ctions suggest thatha is functioning on·a considerably lower 
:evel. Temperamentally he is a rather beaten, prisonized individual wno 
tas been incarcerated much of his life and who has no goals· ~r constr-uctive 

lilOtivations. He_ has been inclined toward heavy drinking when not inc·arcerated, · 
md apparently this was a problem during his recent pa.role period even before . 
Le 1:>ecame involved in· more serious violations. In present interview he 
Lttempts to create as much sympathy for himsel.f' as possible, profes~~s in­
.iocenc,~ of any serlhous wrong-doing, and claims to know nothing of· the various 
L.ew criminal charges :for which he· was under investigation. He now imp:esses 
is.as an. essentially aependent, institutionalized ,person who is W1able to 
:1.vold involvement in criminal activity· in the .free; community, and t!or whom 
any hope· of satis'.faotory a.d.justment now s_ee:ms remote:,··· . .·. : ' · 
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Menard #2.5261 

Name: GAliIRON I John 

Crime: 

1. Transfer. 
2. Classification 
3. Recommendations 

A STATE OF ILLINOIS -
...,.EPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
D1VISION OF THE CRIMINOLOGIST 

MENARD Do Do UNIT 

CLASSIFlGf\ TION REPORT 

Age:. 

RECLASSIFICATION 

.. 3 tt9' 

-Admitted: · . 

Sentence: 

CIAS::::>IFI°C.A'.i.'ION: Group Ilio Without psychosis or mental defect. -Adult 
_ _ unimprovable off'endero Superior intelligence o In- -: -

adequate personality wit;h alcoholic tendencies. Highly ·guarded prognosiso 
. . 

RECOHHENDATIO~S: 

work assignment. 

RHG/bh 

Men~d general division. 
visable for tne presento 

Maximum secur:i,ty seems ad-• 
Light routine uns-killed 

Cl ·J . I' ,,-,(, I · r.Jri-- tv - __ _ 
o Ro Grorf (Member) 

Classificatlon Board. 
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