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TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

OPTIONAL FO‘RM;Nu. 10 , ‘ . ‘ i
:::l:':dﬁ::!?z:n) 101-11.6 ? ) s 9
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 7 . ¢
Memorandum

SAC, ST, LOUIS . DATE: 4/23/68
SA JACK J. FISHER (44-775)

MURKIN

Mrs, DELORES WALDEN, residing 1818 S. Eighth St.,. -
St. Louis, Mo., telephone CEl-7864, employed at the Western.
Printing Cempany but on sick leave, called to report that she
had seen-the photograph of RAY in the Sunday paper and had
come to the conclusion that she had seen RAY last Friday _-. "
night in the Petite Lounge at;§9th and McRee. - She recalled .
that the 'individual she believes was RAY was wearing faded
“bluejeans and a blue d grey, long-sleeved plaid shirt. -
This person was s%ﬁﬁé%%% around the piano bar with the other
customers and introduced himself as BOB. She first observed.
him there about 9:30 p.m, and he was there when she left at.
11:45 p.m, ~He was drinking Budweiser Beer and was by himself,
He said something about having just come back from Wyoming .
and spoke like a "hoosier" by which Mrs. WALDEN means an
individual from the country. He requested "hoosier type”
songs and acked as if his feelings were hurt when the pianist
did not play them, He described him as 38 years of age, white
male, abpeared to be of powerful build, fair complexion, B
light brown hair, She cannot estimate his height or weight .
as she never saw him standing up. '

T SEARCHED
St. Louis ‘ sF.mALlZED

,»‘M/ . ' o
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly o'the Payroll Savings qun
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B0 DIRECTOR. MEMPHIS, CHIGCAGO> AND SPRINGFIELD

i
FROM ST. LOUIS (44-775) ~

o — R

MURKIN - SUMMARY
RE: JOHN RAY. .COVERAGE INCLUDiNG SPOT CHECKS CONTfNUING.
RE2<E§EEE—iEEE§B:\ SAME. - REVIEW dF BANK ACCOUNTS COMPLETED.

NO ITEMS OF SIGNIFICANCE lN "LOCATING SUBJECT NOTED. . !

~

RE QBAPEVIAE TAVERN . ATU REPRESENTATIVE QUALIFIED TO FURNTSH
) = _—

. AUTHORITATIVE STATEMENT AS TO ELEMENTS AND EVIDENCE USUALLY NEEDED

FOR LIQUOR TAX STAMP VIOLATION, AND FIRST ASSISTANT USA WHOSE OPINION

DESIRED ON MATTER, NOT AVAILABLE TODAY. WILL CONTACT MONDAY. |
RE: JERRY RAY. IF HE CONTACTS OFFICE AS DIRECTED> SL WILL INTER-

VIEW BEFORE HE LEAVES SL AND BEFORE HE LEAVES CENTERs MO.s TO OBTALN‘

RESULTS OF HIS CONTACTS QITH.RELATIVES IN THIS DIVISION.

" RE TELEPHONE NUMBERS. |

FOR ASSISTANCE OF OFFICES COVERING RELATIVES IN IDENTIFYING TOLL

CALLS, FOLLOWING ARE PHONE NUMBER OF SL RELATIVES -OR OTHER PERSONS OF

INTEREST THIS CASE:

PR 51X DASH NINE FOUR _ONE SEVEN. GRAPEVINE TAVERN, JOHN LARRY RAY.

NO PHONE AS RESIDENCE.

MI FIVE DASH TWG NINE FOUR mIGHT:'ALBERT AND CAROL PEPPER.

AM SEVEN DASﬁ THREE FOUR SIX SEVEN., JERRY RAYNES, CENTER; MO;

{1 i

8 FO ONE DASH FIVE FOUR SIX TWO> CARMEN ATTON: LANDLADY OF WALTEQVx

.mum'_

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Transmit the following in

FBI
Date:fff%/

W/ﬁ/ﬂzﬁeﬂf

" (Type in plaintext or code)

“fjf%)//m preen?

(Priority)

HKD), ‘ : : WH /o8
Approve/: /56//&7 Sent ME 40,470 i
Special Agent i&éharge Cé soli- U
51’ /Bﬁ
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PAGE TWO
sﬁ 44-T775

TO FIVE DASH ZERQ FOGUR FOUR NINE. FORMER RESIDENCE OF J. D.

b

-DAILEY

P ——————— - ~

THREE SEVEN NINE DASH THREE ONE THREFE SIX, PRESENT RESIDENCE

J. D« DAILEY> PARTAGEVILLE, MG.

THREE ‘SEVEN NINE DASH NINE FIVE SEVEN SEVEN> LAFONT CAFEs

PORTAGEVILLE, BILLED TO DAILEY.

THREE bEyEA_NiNn_Déﬁ__LhREE_Elﬂg‘égg0 TWG» LAFONT SERVICE

STATIONSs PORTAGEVLLLE-

TOLL RECORDS USUALLY DESTROYED AFTER SIX MONTHS» EENCEﬂkEGORDS

BACK TO APRIL SIXTY SEVEN MAY NOT EXIST THIS AREA. = PHONE CO.
SEARCH HINDERED BY STRIKE. '
FELLOW PRISONER INTERVIEWS cowrzwust.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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«;ib-se {Rev. 5-22-64) $

3
FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via

{Priority)

Approved; Sent

Special Agent in Charge
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PM URGENT 5-5-68 JLS .
TO DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS AND CHiC&GC
FROM ST. LOUIS (44-775)

MURKIN - SUMk

SOURCES AND SPOT CHECKS DISCLOSE JERRY RAY STILL WITH

Lo _ :
_BROTHER JOHN T/RESIDENCE AND GRAPEVINE TAVERN. HAS NOT
:CONTACTED Si. OFFICE. NO ACTIVITY GAR(QL PEPP RES?DENcage

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGERQUS

. END

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FBI

|

|

|

|

!

:

' Date: {’5'£’i :

|
Transmit the following in : ////‘3 /’\;&/‘/K/ :
|
|

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via fd@]ﬁ//l Vidradla

(Priority) : I

ol

Special 7{

' 7~ W,q GEF
Zzﬂ/ / NE (27
Approved: i Sentglle  L30 M
esf in Charge : Z
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FD-36 {Rev. 5-22-64) ‘ ‘

FBI
Date: 5/"L "bj
Transmit the following in /[ ol Z:?X

(fypc in plaintext or code)

'ﬁj,fwu pleent
7 (Priority.

BEARCHED

SERIAVIZED

. ~7iF
i—775 ,
Approved: Sent M_ﬁw} Per

Special 75 in Charge

A - [
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PM URGENT 5-6-68 JLS

TO DIRECTOR, MEMPHIS AND CHICAGO

FROM ST. LOUIS (44-775)

_ . : . /

MURKIN /UMMARY j?_ﬂ,’b(_ '

: JERRY RAY WITH BROTHER JOHW fIN SL AS OF FIVE TWENTY P.M.
THIS DATE.  HAS NOT'CONTAQTED'SL OFFICE.

JERRY RAYst,fﬁaTHEE,'CENTaR, MO.> REINTERVIEWED. WAS
v151rﬁg BY Eﬁﬁgg*gggeggfﬁﬁm CHILDREN YES?ERDAY- UNABLE TO
SUGGEST WHEREABOUTS OF SUBJECT.

FELLOH PRISONER INTERVIEWS AND RESOLUTION GF.LOCAL LOOK
ALIKES CONTINUING. | '

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END

B
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 - 5010-108.03
-. MAY 1962 EDITION

GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

~7To : (SAC, ST. LOUIS 944-775) pare: 5/6/68
. From : SAA JOHN J. BUCKLEY
-sugjecr:  MIRKIN

. At 3 BO'P M. this date an anonymous male with a deep,
Southern voice, telephonically contacted the SL Office and
inquired as to whther or not the FBI was looking for JAMES
EARL RAY, He was advised in the affirmative and then stated .
‘that RAY would be located at the Chase-Park-Plaza Hotel in -
SLMO in the Tack- Room on,5/7/68 between 12:00 Noon and 1: OO
P.M,

The caller then stated that he would farnish no further
information. and he terminated the call,

LEAD o R S L )

The St., Louis Office
At St. Louls, Mo,

On 5/7/68 between the hours of 12:00 P.W and 1: 60 S,
will conduct apprOprlate investigation at the Tack-RoG s- Chase~ *.. ,f
Park-Plaza Hotel, in an effort to determine if RAY appears.. . . §
— . - ST '

A..._,-

s

JJB,JJb ' ' / o ‘ P

j ‘

SEARCHED
SERIALIZ

4/6/ ‘776“55;

IR o aa, . FBI—~ s.qmuoms '
L S N & (enile, 120503
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5/6/68

AIRTEL AIRMAIL

TO: . DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

ATTENTION: - MECHANICAL SECTION L

" FROM: | ”SAc ST, LOUIS (44-775) P

"RE: . MUEKIN

Re Eutel to Atlanta, 5/2/68 and Memphis tel to

Buregu, 5/3/68

In order to comply with Bureau instruct1ons in

.

1referenced teletypes for circularization of all dry clean1ng'
and laundry establishments in the St. Louis area, six hundred. )

‘and fifty (650) copies of Identification Order No. 4182

_ dated 4/20/6& .re JAMES EARL RAY, are’ needed

' ﬂ- St. Louis
..‘!‘ ( :‘,’ .l: X .

: Mechanical Section is requested to provide st Lou1s :
-vDivision with required material. : . .

3 -~ Bureau
1 - Memphis (44-1987) (Info)

Aﬁﬁﬁﬁ

s see

1//1{

"Wo_

‘ﬂuw

%
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GSA FPMR (&t cs‘n) 105-11.8

UNITED. STATES GOVERNMENT

. . E ) [ e L - . : : N
- <l & . ° Loat - 9 - - - r .
OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10.° Ny % : y ‘3 ) .
MAY 1962 EDITION f - . : S 2 . .
n

Memomndum

SAC, ST. LOUIS (44-775) DATE: 5/6/68

SA JAMES T. DEARBORN

SUBJECT: . MURKIN ) :
CIVIL RIGHTS - -
v 00:- -MEMPHIS -

Re memoto SAC, SL, from SA JACE/}X/%ISHER ﬁ4/23/68

On 4/24/68 Mrs DELORES WALDE 1818 South 8th St., _—
SLMO was 1nterv1ewed and advised that on 4/19/68 she ob-
served a white male who resémbled JAMES EARL RAY at the Petite
ALounge, 39th and Blaine, SLMO, between 9:30 p.m. and mldnlght.

She stated the 1nd1v1dua1 1ntroduced himself as
BOB, was about 37-38 years of age, average height, husky build,
wearing a long sleeve plaid shirt and faded blueJeans. She .
said he had light brown hair cut short, combed straight back -
and slightly receding and had a fair complexion. : ;-

She said he stated he had just gotten back from
. Cheyenne, and rejuested hillbilly and country and western
type music throughout the night. She said he spoke with a
country accent and drank beer.

She says she has never seen this individual before
or since. Mrs. WALDEN advised besides other patrons present
- were the owner, a waitress, barmaid and piano player.

Mrs. WALDEN was shown a photograph of JAMES EARL N
RAY and advised his face resembled the individual she saw N

at the Petite Lounge, but that RAY's hair was fuller and

darker.

On 4/29/68, DOROTHY BOWLIN, 2727 Armand Pl., SLMO,
barmaid, Petite Loungée, 1539 South 39th St., was shown a
.& photo of JAMES EARL RAY and stated she has never see RAY
in the tavern. Miss BOWLIN stated, however, that she does
not work in the evenings, She advised a barmaid on weekends -

JTD/pjh -~ -
) ; SEARCHED...,...,.
(-&M@@&w' SERIASZED.....L,
i Purt MAY'E 18 e
FBI— SAINT LOUIS_ - A
[ o ST

Bzy U.S. Smrmg.r Bonds. Regularl_y on tbe P:z_yroll .S'ﬁvmg.f Pl:m ‘ N ~ .

RPN o e S rhie o e
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SL 44-775 - - - -

is:MARY MC GEE, 2739 Shenandoah. The owner is LORNE MARTIN,
address unknown. - . 'T‘fiu

Mrs. MARY MC G Fq2739 Shenandoah ‘was interviewed
on 4/29/68 She advised she was working on the night of
4/19/68. She was shown a photo of RAY and said the photo
looks familiar but she -had seen this. photo several times in
newspapers and magazdnes, She advised the individual known
as BOB (LNU) who was inthe Petite Lounge on 4/19/68, was
probably GUY (LNU), a redeo worker who frequents'the”Pet1te
Lounge. She said he usually wears p1a1d shirts and jeans
and is described as a white male, age 35, 5710" tall, medium
build, brown hair combed straight back. She stated GUY (LNU)
is separated from his wife, OPAL, and OPAL-is employed as a
waitress at the-Black Forest-Restaurant on Cherokee. Mrs-.

MC GEE stated-the-.owner of the Petite Lounge--is LOREN B. MARTIN.
She said a waitress at the lounge is SYLVIA -TEKULVE, who re-
sides in an apartment at Morganford and Arsenal. Mrs. MC GEE
stated she has never seen anyone that resembles RAY in the
Petite Lounge and saw no one of tha} descriptim on 4/19/68.

- On 5/1/68 SELVIA TEKULVE, 3119 Morganford, a
waitress at the- Petlfe Lounge, was 1nterv1ewed. Miss TEKULVE
advised she wes working on the night of 4/19/68, and saw no
one that resembled a photo of  JAMES EARIL-RAY. She said she
has never seen anyone at théhgetlte Lounge- that looks--like -

RAY. Miss TEKULVE advised t ind¥vidual known as BOB is in
all likelihood GUY-LANCASTE a rodeo worker, -who is married
and separated ffom his wife. She said LANCASTER is an
occasional customer of te lofgge but has not been seen in
the last few weeks. :

_ 5. 4271 Shenandoah Apartment 203,
owneyr -of ‘The Petite’ Lounge, was 1nterv1ewed on .5/1/68.
MARTIN was shown a photo -of JAMES EARL-RAY and stated he
had never seen anyone in the tavern that resembles RAY,
MARTIN said he was working on the night of 4/19/68, but
remembers no one that looks like RAY.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rov. 5-22-64) ’ : ’

FBI

Date: 5/7/68

Transmit the following in

{Type in plaintext or code)

Vi TELETYPE _URGENT

. (Priority) .
e e e e e e | _ .

TO: DIRECTOR (44-38861)
MEMPHIS  ¢¢-/%¥7
KANSAS CITY (44-760)

FROM:  ST. LOUIS (44-775)
MURKIN, CR.

RE KANSAS CITY TE:NEQyﬁﬁREAU, MAY TWO, LAST. ;
ORVILLE ERNEST GANN, FORMER MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY (MSP)

INMATE, # SIX NINE SEVEN TWO NINE, ADVISED THAT BOBBY ASH AND

JIM BRADLE}/ﬁRESENTLY INMATES MSP, ARE ONLY INMATES TO HIS KNOW

B

LEDGE WITH "CONNECTIONS ENOUGH" TO HAVE INFORMATION CONCERNING
ANY PLOT OR CONSPIRACY AGAINST DOCTOR KING.

KANSAS CITY, IF NOT ALREADY DONE, WILL CONSIDER INTERVIEWING
ASH AND BRADLEY AT MSP, |

5
- ST. LOUIS
¢ mjb.
Wa) |
73 l
L
“Drr. 7 % .
d me 9L
Approved: ‘t@g{\l) Sent( @24 M  Per- ('Ql'/i
Speé{al Agent in Charge - %

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FD-36 (Rév. \5-22-64) ‘ | | ’ |
g

FBI
Date: - 5/7/68

Transmit the following in

{Type in plaintext or code)

S I N

Via TELETYPE .  URGENT

: : (Priority}

e e e e e e e e e e e ———— e e ) .
To: = DIRECTOR AND SACS, MEMPHIS, LITTLE ROCK,
h NEW ORLEANS, CHARLOTTE
FROM: ST, LOUIS-(44—775) . 3-p

MURKIN.

' BUREAU SPRINGFIELD AND MEMPHIS, APRIL TWENTYNINE LAST.

RE: RUSSELL LEE MARTIN'AND CARL BENTON Dngwﬁff#,
. F————— e ————

FELLOW INMATE MSP NINETEEN SIXTY OR SIXTYONE UNTIL.- DRAKE

IN RACIAL DIFFICULTY AT PRISON - ' SEARCHED

RE LITTLE ROCK TEL MAY SIX LAST AN'D ST. LOUIS AIRTEL TO

CAhL BENTON DRAKE, -SELF*EMPLOYED'OONTRACTOR, INTERVIEWED .

BY ST IOUIS APRIL- TWENTYNINE LAST A.STATED ACQUAINTED WITH RAY

RELEASED SEIYFIVE. MAIN ASSOCIATION WAS WALKING TOGETHER IN
PRISON YARD. DRAKE FEELS HE WAS AS CLOSE A FRIEND TO RAY AS ANY
OTHER. PRISONER. RAY WAS LONER, CLOSE;MOUTHED,VKEPT OWN COUNCIL,

: NEVEﬁ'b;SCUSSEb PRISON ESCAPE PLANS. HAD FEW FRIENDS, BUT MIXED
". WELL WITH OTHER INMATES, BOTH BLACK AND WHITE, NEVER DISPLAYED

- PROPENSITY FOR VIOLENCE OR RACIST SENTIMENTS. NEVER INVOLVED
ot 75 T

AS

FERIALIZED

- /E;‘i;& . ,0//' Jr: 206 — pER FRED %g; )

e S

= LR 35 — PR

L /M : cE soH2C B3N ;
Approved; - -) NO SLYTC "~ 47PN Per
) » Specml Agent in Charge . - o A

Bey

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-26 (Rev..5-22-64) . .

{

|

|

!

|

|

FBI !

|

Date: i

|

Transmit the following in _ I

(Type in plaintext or codel} :

" [

Via . -

: (Priority) |
e e e ———————— e ———_E—_E—_—_—————— e — e =

PAGE TWO
SL  44-775

OFTEN MENTIONED INABILITY TO COMPLETE SENTENCE, BUT NEVER
MENTIONED ESCAPE‘PE§NS OR OUTSIDE CONTACTS. ONLY VISITOR wgsf
BROTHER, JOHN. v MENTIONED HE HAD SERVED TIME IN MENARD PRISON,

_THAT ANOTHER BRg;HER WAS KILLED IN CAR ACCIDENT, BUT OTHERWISE
DID NOT DISCUSS BACKGROUND. _ | | - |
RAY NOT ADDICTED TO DRUGS, BUT NEARLY ALL INMATES USED ANY |
 DRUGS AVAILABLE, | |
~ TWO WEEKS FOLLOWING DRAKE'S RELEASE HE VISITED JOHN RAY AT
SUBJECT'S‘REQUEST. CONVERSATION CONCERNED SUBJECT'S WELFARE AT
PRISON. | .
' DRAKE UNAWARE OF SUBJECT'S ESCAPE UNTIL RECENT PUBLICITY.
| REGARDS SUBJECT AS SMALL-TIME ROBBER MENTALLY INCAPABLE OF
"PLANNIﬁG ASSASSINATION WITHOUT INTELLIGENT OUTSIDE GUIDANCE,
BELIEVES SUBJECT CAPABLE of BEING HIRED FOR KILLING AND WOULD
NOT BE ALONE IN MATTER, BELIEVES WHOEVER HIRED'SUBJECT_HAsbx
- DISPOSED OF HIM, AS WOULD BE DIFFICULT TO ‘HIDE WITH HEAT ON AND
" REWARDS ADVERTISED, R |

DRAKE INDICATED WILLINGNESS TO COOPERATE WITH FBI IN ANY

‘Approved:

Special Agent in Charge-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev.5-22-64) . .

FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code).

Via

{Priority)

PAGE THREE

SL  44-7175

TO HIS ATTENTION,

DRAKE APPEARED FRANK, STRAIGHT FORWARD AND SINCERELY
WILLING TO FULLY COOPERATE,

UACB REQUEST WILL BE MADE FOR DRAKE'S TOLL CALLS FROM

APRIL FOWRTH, AND FOLLOW UP INTERVIEW WILL BE CONDUCTED TODAY
TO LEARN IF ANY NEW INFQRMATbe'coNCERNING SUBJECT'S WHEREABOUTS
HAVE COME TO HIS ATTENTION, MART/N Wi NeT BE MENTIONED ,

” LITTLE ROCK IS REQUESTED TO' ATTEMPT RESOLUTION OF RELIABILITY,
MENTAL CAPACITY, AND REPUTATION FOR VERACITY OF PCI RUSSELL
LEE MARTIN. | | |

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS,

Approved: Sent ' . M  Per
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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630PM

FBI ST LOUIS

FBI CHICAGO

FB1 WASH DC
717PM URGENT 5/7/68 LCC
TO ALL SACS RELAY MESSAGE PLAN

FROM DIRECTOR 1P
MURKIN

TWO ADDITIGNAL PHOTOGRAPHS OF R WERE RELEASED TODAY

Oyt

TO NEWS MEDIA IN QAsﬁrNGTON._ PHOTOGRAPH NUMBER ONE SHOULD

BEAR CAPTION “JAMES EARL RAY céHOToaéAPH TAKEN NI&E?EEN
SIXT?—SEVEN 1&,Mﬁxrco>." THIS 1S THE PHOTOGRAPH OF RAY IN DARK
GLASSES AND SPORT SHIRT. PHGTGGRAPH.NumsﬁR'Two SHOULD BEAR
CAPTION " JAMES EgRL RAY (PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN LATE JANUARY OR

EARLY FEBRUARY NINETEEN SIXTY-EIGHT IN CALzrongé)." THIS 1S
HEAD SHOT OF RAY EN BUSINESS SUIT WHICH SHOUS MQRKED CLEFT IN
FCHIN. YOU ARE AUTHORIZED TO REPRODUCE COPIES OF‘THESE TWO
PHOTOGRAPHS LOCALLY AND YOU SHOULD INSURE THEY RECEIVE WIDE-
SPREAD pISTéIBUTION THROUGH ALL MEDIA CONTACTS. FIVE COPIES OF
EACH OF THESE PHOTOGRAPHS PREVIOUSLY EURNISHEb ALL.GF?ICES.'
LEGATS OTTAWA AND Msklco ADVISED.

END

JLS

FBI ST LOUIS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

§
, .

OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10 T ' PR E -
© MAY 1962 EDITION - ’ .- ) h
. GSAFPMR (41 CFR) 105116 . y

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC, ST. LOUIS (U4l-775) ; DATE:.5-7-68
SA JACK A. FREN

MURKIN

On insgtant date, BON BOCKENKAMP, SLPD Int 1gence
Unit, confidentially advised a ﬁglgﬂABD_Bﬁ_w a local
ex-con has been bragging around the South St., Louls

tgverns that he drove the truck out of the Missouri
Prison in which JAMES EARL RAY made his escape.

BOCKENKAMP further advised that RENO is now working
at Shenandoah Bakeries, 3135 Park Avenue, SLMO, and until
the bakery unions went on strike, he was reporting to
work at 5 A.M. RENO may be working under an alias inasmuch
as he seldom uses his real name when seeking employment.

RENO claims to be living somewhere in Webster Groves,
Missouri although he hangs around taverns in the the
vicinity of Grgnd and Wyoming. He is currently driving
a 1961 brown rystler which has a broken windshield and
bears Missouri License SL 1-101. This license is issued
to ETTA RENO, 3888 Wyoming, SLMO, & relative of RENO's
with whom he may be staying.

A TTE Sy

SERIMN TN A2l
MAY T

‘,“
(1) ' Q% ‘@g FBL— 31, L ?

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FBI ST LOULS

CFBI LOUISVLE K

11:06 AM URGENT 5:8368 DS | | : o

TO DIRECTOR> FBI (44-38861)s MEMPHIS (44-1987), LOS ANGELES (44-1574)

AND B5T. LOUIS (44-77%)

FROM LOUISVILLE €44-947)

MURKIN, CRs 00: MEMPHIS.
1 N -
RE MEMPHIS TEL MAY SIX LAST AND LOUISVILLE TEL MAY SIX LAST RE
TELEPHONE BOOTH ST. FRANCIS HOTELs LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA.
FOR INFORMATION ST. LOULS, TELEPHONE CALL MADE FROM PHONE

BOOTH ST FRANCIS' OTEL JAN. TWELVE LAST TO TELEPHONE NUMBER OF

MR5. VERA COQK, STUREGIS, KY. MRS. COOK ADVISED SHE HAS SONs A. F;

q

CO0K» JR.s RESIDING UNKNOWN ADDRESS LOS ANGELES AREA. ADUISEﬁ LAST

TALKED TO SON BY TELEPHONE THANKSGIVING LAST. ALS0 ADVISED SHE RE-

FUSED COLLECT LONG-DISTANCE CALL FROM SOMEWHERE IN CALIFORNIAs, DATE

UNKNOWNe MRS. COOK APPROXIMATELY EIGHTYYEARS OLD. PR
| MEMPHIS REQUESTED ADDITIONAL INFORMATION TO LOCATE A.F. COOKZ

JRy BY LOS ANGELES FOR INTERVIEW TO DETERMINE IF HE KNOWS JAMES EARL » .o

RAY. MRS. GOOK AND SONs JAMES P. COOK» RECONTACTED MAY SEVEN LAST b
" AND ADVISED NG INFORMATION THEIR POSSESSION RE COOK'S ADDRESSs EM-
PLOYMENT OR ANY OTHER THAT WOULD- ASSIST IN LOGATING HIM. ADVISED

IN NINETEEN FIFTYFIVE COO¥X RESIDED ONE SEVEN.ONE SEVEN TWO KALISHER,

END PAGE ONE
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PAGE THO

GRANADA HILLS> CALIFORNIA AND COOK WAS SALES MGR. FOR A CHEVROLET

DEALER» LOCATION UNKNOWN, BUT NOW ALLEGEDLY OWNED BY BEN ALEXANDER »
FORMERLY OF DRAGNET TV SHOW. COOK WASIN USAF, SERILA NUMBER UNKNOWNS
NOT DRAWING DISABILITY OR PENSION TO THEIR KNOWLEDGE. COOKs W/Ms ,‘,;,g
3ORN{::::::____::::]AT;STURGiS: KY. COOK usasmamg‘f. ;%a

A.F. COOK, JR. ALTHOUGH FATHER'S NAME WAS ALONZO FRANKLIN COOK» AND

HAS NICKNAME BUDDY.  COOK'S EX-WIFE EETTY:‘MAEDEN NAME UNKNOWN.
NOW MARRIED TO QUENTIN SMYDER, ADDRESS UNKNOWNs BUT POSSIBLY RESIDING
GRANADA HILLSs CALIFORNIA. GCOOK MARRIED TO CATHY LOMBARDOs SANTA -
BARBARA, CALIFORNIA, NINETEEN SIXTYONE BUT NOW DIVORCED. GOOK'S

' BROTHER ADVISED THAT LAST HE KNEW COOK WORKED FOR UNKNOWN PLATING
CO. IN LOS ANGELES AREA. ?ROTHER\AbViSED COOK DRINKS HEAVILY AND
ALSO THAT MOTHER'S MEMORY ' VERY BAD AND SHE COULD HAVE RECEIVED

OTHER TELEPHONE CALLS FROM COOK WHICK SHE 'DOES NOT BECALL. GCOOK HAS

SISTER HE SOMETIMES CONTACTS, MRS. LONELLE HENAZER, EIGHT SIX SIX .
' EIGHT MORAN, ST. LOUIS, MO. |
CORR LINE THREEs WORD TEN SHD BE SERIAL

END PAGE TUO
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RECORDS «

5Te LOUISs INTERVY

'FORMATION THAT WOULD ASSIST IN LOGCATING COOK FOR INTERVIEW.

.

"END :

OTHER OFFICES ADVISED '
ﬁND |

MEL

FBI ST LQUIS

X

.

IEW COOK'S SISTER TO DETERMINE IF SHE H@
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5-6-68
ALRTEL ATRMATL

T0: DIRECTOR, P8I

FROM: SAC, TAWPA (187-3231) (P)
RERKIN o |
(O3 BE)

Mre. BETTY JEAN HARDERS, 1541 E&y Point
Boad, Sarasots, Pila. oo 5-0~88 sdvised while

,mmmng the $-3-08 issue of Life uagazine
‘eongerning the artiele on subjlast HAY sie aoticed
- her photegraph 3.5 the group ﬁﬁﬁtﬂ% %1 M& %,

Bhe im in the Ewﬁm mw,-:_fimt on the

18ft. Bbe vewembers this being taben durisg her

fivet teaahing sssigumdnt 2t Swiag, Mo, vhen she

. wad 18 yearr of age. Bhe suly taeght &t Being

.. frem Bsptewber, 1837 to Hay, 1638 and ouly teGght
© part of the third &r
g sa‘iaj@ei: o aagthmg ah@:ﬁt him, azd ecould net

sde, snd did nol rewsmber ihe

regenber anyone else in ihe yﬁaﬁﬁsmﬁk that mwm:
be mxmagm with hiw,

Bhe amwﬁ her mmea nhme %mh vas
the nume she used in 1237, wae BRYTY JEAN BHEA,
Bive was furaizhing this informaticm in the svent

~ ahe was belsg sought for interview in ihis case.

2-%@%”

2 ~ Wemphis
B~ Bt. Louis _
el e

M3 1968 g
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 105-31.8

UNITED STATES GOV;ERNIVIENT
1 Memorandum

o o - SAC, ST. LOUIS (44-775) paTE:  5/8/68

¥ROM - @ 'SA HAROLD R. DOBSON

SUBJECT: MURKIN : | .

~On’ 5/8/68 AUSA STEPHEN H, M@g;lsed TOM, . - ,
BROO@ , Brookman Cleaners, 1500 block of Lafayette, ‘SLMO,
- advised him a man came to his establishment in January of
1968 and wanted to leave a wristwatch as security for pick-
ing up a coat. This individual's name was RAY and he gave
the address of 1808 Lafayette., . - . -

. .- . -Telephone directory lists BROOKMAN Cleaners at.. -
1552 Lafayette... It is..suggestéd that a photograph of subject

be.exhibited to Mr, _BROOKMAN to determine if the individual
- was subject. Inj {11 probability, the customer was subject's o
~brother, JOHN o : .

b‘\t;ls_ j | | o B
“ﬁ%m'@% D

w |
-m.w,@ -
Jot

ﬁﬁD/eI;

‘ 1) _ - L 775‘~ Sa/af

[EEARBHED e v INDEXED, L=
mmuzz@%@éﬁﬁb 19? 77..)
MAY 8 8

o ‘ FBI ~— SAINT LOUIS \
Mé” W Sotinigs |\\\)\' Y\

AWt v 2 Voh e . v 1 T

P

4

-

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regzdarl_y on the deroll Saamg.r Plan

Yo - R . I - - erirk IO N &
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FROM

SUBJECT:

-

%LB/TLB

Memorandum

SAC ST, LOUIS {(L4L-T775) DATE! 5.7-68
SA THOMAS 1., BUCKLEY

MURKIN

CR

00: ME

At 5:30 PM instant date Officer MICHAEL BENSOﬁf/zSN 5758,
Mobile Reserve, SLPD advised a8 ToOllows:

On PM of 5-6-68 he stopped two white males on Jefferson
driving a 1958 Studebaker, two-door for %ggir check,

They # .
identified themselves as JAMES WARREN RAY and DAVID EARL R&Y,
both residing 3820a Kossuth, SLMO. They presentéd Selective
Service Cards, one union card and one Mo, drivers license for
identification, They were not arrested and proceeded on their
way after a brief delay.

BENSON saw a new picture of JAMES EARL RAY released on
TV tonight and now thinks one of the above persons resembles
subject RAY. '

— e S
S IS S
SEARCHED oo INDEXERY, o e
SERIALIZED. s HED:

. nAY 8 19687

2 = (Lh-775) 62@% £Bl — SAINT LOUI

.......
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‘ -Memomndum

“T0. -t | SAC, ST. LOUIS (44-775) DATE:
FROM : SA WILLIAM R, BURTON
SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re memo to 'all agents, 4/24/68.

In normal contact with law enforcement agencies,
p both city, county and state in Pemiscot, Dunklin, Stoddard,
Butler, Wayne, Ripley, and Carter Countles, covered from
the Poplar Bluff RA, it has been determined that there are
no unsolved robberies or burglaries where the UNSUB is of
a similar déscription as JAMES EARL RAY. It was likewise
determined that there are no agencies which maintain a file
of latent fingerprints as these investigations are usually
conducted by the MSHP,

‘ S TR EHE
SEARCHED INDEXEDuwuviirnn] -
SERIALIZED, s ;

MAYS 1868

FBi — SAINT LOUIS

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Re;gu_lczr]‘y on ithe Pa_zym/l\ i
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QOPTIONAL, FORM NO. 10 - P
MAY (062 EDITION ’
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TO* : o SAC, ST, LOUIS (44-775) DATE: 5/8/68
FROM : SA WILLIAM R, BURTON

- SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re memo to all Resident Agents, éﬁééyss.

On 5/3/68,‘§g§;_E§NNETH M. LINEK, Evidence .
Techniciay, Troop E, MSHP, Poplar Bluff, Mo., advised ]
that his office does not maintain any unidentified latent
fingerprints at Troop E Headgquarters in unsolved cases but
will normally forward these to General Headquarters of the
Highway Patrol at Jefferson City, Mo., so that should it
be necessary to compare these with the fingerprints of any
known individuals the experts at General Headgquarters can
conduct this examination. LINK further advised that he
does not know of any local law enforcement agencies on the
city or county level in Pemiscot, Dunklin, Stoddard, Butler,
Wayne, Ripley, or Carter Counties which maiptains a file of
unidentified latent fingerprints.

On that same date TOMMY CATES, Poplar Bluff PD, \
advised that his department does not maintain a file of : |
unidentified latent fingerprints. CLYDE HENDRIX, Butler ' ‘
County Sherifif, Poplar Bluff, Mo., likewise adv1sed that his
office does not maintain a flle of unidentified latent
fingerprints,

(:22- 44-775
B: pdp

(2)Q&9

ViV e ¢-

FBi =~ SAINT LUULIS G

| &

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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FBI ST LOUIS

FBI SPRNG FL

1107AM URGENT 5/9/68 MAL

T0 CHICAGO> INDIANAPOLISs AND ST. LOUIS
FROM  SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (THREE PAGES) *

MURKINS GR o ' >

RE.MYTEL MAY FOUR LAST.

RE3 JODEPH ELMER AUSTIN PKA5AFORMER ASSOCIATE OF SUBJECT.

SPRINGFIELD DIVISION UNQBLE TO VEQIFY AUSTIN'S DE@TH-

, REVIEW OF MENARD j;ﬁ‘ﬁ PENITENTIARY» ILLINOLS REVEALED AUSTINS - %
+ AKA JAMES FREELEY> "SHARKEY"< "BLACKP{", FBI NUMBER EIGHT THO E

ONE SEVEV THREE THREE» DISCHARGED FEBRUARY TWENTY THREE NINETEEN ' 5
N—\__d__ ’ . K

SIXTY FIVE TGO ST. LEONARD 'S HOUSE» TWO ONE ZERO ZERO WEST

WARREN AVENUE. CHICAGOg_ILLINOIS AND RECEIVED FINAL PAROLE.

. DISCHARGED ON JULY ELEVEN NINETEEN SIXTY SEVEN THROUGH PARCL

i<

OFFICE ONE SIX ZERO NORTH LA SALLE, CHICAGO: ILLINOIS. AUSTIN

FURTHER DESCRIBED AS WHITE MALE> DATE OF BIRTH .

:}FIVE FEET TEN AND ONE HALF INCHES TALL»

ONE HUNDRED TWENTY NINE POUNDS, BLUE EYES» GREY HAIR, DARK :
END PAGE ONE ‘;
4/ 17/- 7 76-’ £
SEARGHED pesssastrentes
SERIALIZ

WAY O 068

_ L/ FBi — SAINT LOUIS
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R wi. oo . »._.',;.\-,,f,..";\ Sl ey e A DR Y R U L AL vheFe LT aEe

COMPLEXIONs OCCUPATION FARMERa'jBQK ON CENTER OF fOREHEAD.

DA g et

FAMI:;,#NCLUDES BROTHER CHARLESS, WAVERLY., LLLINOIS, BORTHER.

BERTS SPRINGFIELDs NIECE, MRS. JOE REESEs THREE O SIX NORTH

- i ot Rt

o ——»... .
HOOSIER>, BRAZIL. INDIANA, NEPHEW RALPH TANNEHILL, ONE FOUR THREE

& .

TWO FOUR;;/??REET; MADISON» ILLINOIS, SISTER MRS. DOROTHY

SEYMOURS FRANKLINS iLLINOIS; COUSIN GERTRUDE WALLfgé: NINE ZERO

FOUR LIND STREET» QUINCY» ILLINOIS. Aﬁérlw'gfég;RESPONDENCE

FILE ALSO REFLECTS THE FOLLOWINGs ROBERT REEDs CASE WORKER,
AND FATHER DOUGLAS WOLFE4 BOTH FROM ST. LEONARD'S HOUSE. | i

TWO ONE ZERO zz;;/y&aRE&“AVENUE, CHICAGO> ILLINOIS»> ATTORNERY -

Je EDWARD JONES# ONE FOUR THREE TWO WEST HARRISON STREET» CHICAGO,
A..A. FERRIS COMPANY» INC., ONE THO TWO WEST LINCOLN, GOSHEN,
INDIANA, ST. ANTHONY'S INN> ING.» TWENTY NZKE SOUTH LA SALLE

STREET», CHICAGO, ILLINGCIS, GIRARD LETTMAN, WARREN CLINIC, TWO

A 2 ‘
FOUR FOUR Z;yg/@EST wASHMIGTON BOULEVARD, CHICAGO», ILLINOIS, .
MR. AND MR, (FNU) MYRICKs CASEYVILLE NURSING HOME, CASEYVILLE,

ILLINOIS, A. B. ROBERTSOp# TWO ZERO GNE ONE ROAD STREET, MADISON,

TLLINOIS, WAUKEGAN RESCUE MISSIONs WAUKEGAN, ILLINOIS, WILLIE

-
END PAGE TWO s
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PAGE THREE

MAE MORGANK/WAVERLY: ILLINDOIS.

e 3

YRTLE G@UK, ACME HOTEL, ST.
LOUIS, MISSOURLSs o |

\CHECAGO DIVISION AT CHICAGO AND WAUKEGAN, ILLINOIS.
INDIANAPOLIS DIVISION AT BRAZIL AND GOSHEN, INDIANA, AND
ST. LOUIS DIVISION AT ST. LOUIS, INVESTIGATE IN AN EFFORT TO
LOCATE AND INTERVIEW AUSTIN. SPRINGFIELD CONDUGTING INVESTI-
GATION AT MADISON, WAVERLY, CASEYVILLE, FRANKLIN, QUINGY> AND
SPRINGFIELD. P. ARMED AND DANGEROUS

END

FBI ST LOUIS

>4 1
o
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- WIFE NORA, SULLIVAN.

THAT MILFORD ROL

l/, - lbafd’?ﬂ%‘?@! S s4rkf

FBI ST LOUIS

FRI CHICAGO
208PM URGENT 5/9768 EOM
TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) ST« LOUIS (44-775) MEMPHIS (44-1987)

FROM GHICAGO (44-1114) 2P

KIN

RE MILFORD ROHER. : fﬂfff
AND HIS

PCl. CHICAGO> ADVISED THAT WILLIAM NETHINGTON

U

ML

I5S0URI»> ADVISED HIM ON MAY FIVE LAST
€. CITY POLICEMAN, SULLIVAN, MISSOURL, HAD
TOLD THEM THAT THE ESCAPE OF JAMES RAY HAD BEEN PLANNED BY
THE KU KLUX KLAN (KKK) SO THAT RAY COULD KILL KING. THEY
ALSO TOLD INFORMANT THAT ROMER WAS A MEMBER OF THE KKK.
INFORMANT ALSO HAD CONVERSATION WITH ROHER BUT NOTHING

OF VALUE OBTAINED. INFORMANT BELIEVES NETHINGTONS® ACCURATELY

r@UOTINGVRDHER TO HiM BUT IS5 OF OPINICON ROHER IS A PREVARICATOR.

| NE?HINGTONS‘ RESIDENCE GAN BE REACHED BY LEAVING SULLIVAN,
MISSOURIs WEST ON ROUTE SIXTY-SIX TURNING LEFT AT THE HIGH

LOW MOTEL AND TRAVELING SIX MILES, PHONE NUMBER SEVEN THREE
TWO-FIVE FOUR SIX EIGHT.

END PAGE ONE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE TWO CG 44-1114
ST« LOUIS LOCATE AND INTERVIEMQGILLIAM NETHINGTON.
INFORMANT NOT CONCERNED ABOUT BEING COMPROMISED. THEN INTERVIEW
ROHER »
' ARMED AND DANGEROUS.
END ‘
MEL
FBI ST LOUIS

A
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FBI
Date: May 7, 1968

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

via ___AIRTEL _

. (Priority)
" To:  All SACs and LEGATS 7] B
- W'm: Director, FBI (44~38861)
- MURKIN

00: MEMPHIS (44—-1987)
The Bureau has designated Memphis as office of origin in this case.

“You were previously advised that leads in this Top Ten Fugitive case
must be handled within 24 hours. The Atlanta, Birmingham, Chicago, Houston,
- |Jackson, Kansas City, Los Angeles, New Orleans, St. Louis, and Springfield
‘ Offices are to prepare the results of their investigafion to dafe in report form,

/ ) not as an insert.. At such time as the amount of investigation in these field
Yloffices does not appear to warrant individual reports, advise the Bureau and
office of origin that inserts being prepared in future in lieu of reports, UACB.

All other offices will record the results in appropriate form and
transmit 15 copies of each to the office of origin for inclusion in reports
submitted by the Memphis Office. Should investigation increase in any such
area warranting submission of individual report, do so and advise the Bureau
and Memph1s :

LEGATS are to submit results of 1nvest1gat10n which can be
. dlssemmated in letterhead memorandum form suitable for dissemination. Any -
. ladministrative data which cannot be disseminated is to be set forth in the
administrative section of your transmittal communication. Look-alikes and
other leads resolved and reported by cablegram or other communication need
not be rereported as copies of these communications are being forwarded office
of origin by the Bureau for administrative handling of the case. '

. ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

N}

| SEARCRED
, SERIALIZED,,,,,

s

o S HAY 9 19pm
] : - | FBL—SAiNT 1?)9;83
L o Jun

Sent Via ' : M Per
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535
File No. FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 20, 1968

JAMES EARL RAY, also known as
Eric Starvo Galt, Harvey Lowmyer,
John Willard, James McBride, James
Walton, W, C, Herron and James
O'Conner

FUGITIVE

CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY;
INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ARMED ROBBERY

"TEN MOST WANTED FUGITIVES' PROGRAM

James Earl Ré,y, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought
under the alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil
rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. , has been added to the FBI's list of
"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives, '

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of -
Ray to the "Ten Most Wanted Fugiti\-res” list, which alrea.cjlyE .copt;,ins ten fugi-
tives, to insure the widest possible dissemin;ition of Ray's ph}otograph and
description to help effect his earliest possible 1ocai_ion.

Ray has been the subject of_ a}_massive and intensi\'r‘e? search since
the brutal gunshot slaying of-Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he ‘Stbod on the bal-

cony of a Memphis, ’I‘ennessee motel., One r1ﬂe bullet, belie ed fired from the

. 773 - ~5’5/_
window of a nearby rooming house, felled the victim, 252!?‘3“59 »NDEXED....
ALIZED,
MAY 91968
FBI — SAINT LOUIS
Lz
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An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing latent finger-
prints uncovered in the Dr, King case against fingerprints of over 53, 000 persons
on whom wanted notices have been posted in the FBI's Identification Division;
succeeded in determining that Galt and Ray are identical.

A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 17,
1968, charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere
with a Constitutional Right of a United States citizen. Ray is also sought for un-
lawful interstate flight to avoid confmement a;fter conv1ct1on for armed robbery,
based on a Federal warrant 1ssued on July 20 1967 at Jefferson C1ty, Missouri.,
He had been confined at the MISSOUI‘I State Pen1tent1ary, Jefferson Clty, Missouri,
in March, 1960, with a. 20—-year sentence followmg conv1ct10n for armed robbery
. and operating a motor vehlcle w1thout permlssmn of the owner. ' In September,
1966, while serving the sentence, he was confmed for a t1me 1n the maximum
security Ward at the State Hosp1ta1 Fulton MISSOLII‘I. He was reported rmssmg _
from the Missouri State Pemtent1a,ry since Apr11 23, 1967 |

Ray, who has an arrest record dating back to 1949 and has been
convicted of burglary, armed robbery and forging Unit;ed States Postal Money
Orders, has also been confined in the Los Angeles County Jail, the Joliet and
Pontiac, Dlinois, State Prisons and the United States Penitentiary, Leavenworth,
Kansas. |

He served in the Army between February, 1946, and December,
1948, received a three-month sentence at hard labor for being drunk and
breaking arrest and was given a General Discharge due to ineptness and lack
of adaptability for military service,

-9 .
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Ray i_s a 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in Illinois

on He is approximately 5'10" inches tall, weighs from 163

to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and brown hair which he has worn cut short. He
has a small scar on the center of his forehead and a scar on the palm of his
right hand. He has been described as having a straight, narrow nose and
straight and even teeth and to have a nervous habit of occasionally tugging at
an ear lobe. His left ear protrudes noticeably. |

Acquaintances describe him as a "loner! and "drifter' whose
language and diction reflect a "rural' quality and indicate he has had limited
education.

He is .reportedl& afjfén of western and country music, drinks
vodka and bee_r,- dresses ne:’aftly and claims past employment as a merchant
seaman and cook on Mississippi River vesselé. He is known to have worked
as a baker, iabOrér‘ é,nd color métcﬁer. \

| He is known as an avid dancer who has taken dancing lessons.
He also completed a course at a school of bartending in the Los Angeles
area eaﬂy in 19680 | ‘

Ray ~should be donéidered afrhed and extremely dangerous,
Anyone with information concerning this fugitive is requested to immediately
contact the nearest office of the FBIL, the telephone number of which may be

found on the first page of local telephone directories.

-3-
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINGTOR, D.C. 20535

File No. April 20, 1968
JAMES EARL RAY

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought‘under the
alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil rights leader
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr,, is one of the FBI's ""Ten Most Wanted Fugitives."

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of Ray to the
"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives' list, which already contains ten fugitives, to insure the
widest possible dissemination of Ray s photograph and descr1pt10n to help effect his prompt
location. Ray has been the sub;ect of a massive search smce the gunshot slaying of
Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the balcony of a Memph1s, Tennessee, motel,

* An exhaustive FBI fmgerprmt search; comparmg }atent flngerprmts uncovered
in the Dr. King case agamst flngerprmts of over 53, OOO persons on whom FBI wanted
notices have been posted determined that Galt and Ray are identical.

A Federal ‘Wwarrant, issuedat Blrmmgham, Alabama, on April 17, 1968,
charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with .conspiring to interfere with a Consti-~
tutional Right of a United States citizen., Ray, who escaped on Aprii' 23, 1967, from the
Missouri State Penitentiary, is also sought for :unlawful interstate flight to avoid confine-
ment after conviction for armed robbery. '

‘Possessing an arrest record dating back to 1949, Ray has been convicted of

burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Money Orders.

A 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in Illinois on| | Ray

"is approximately 5'10" tall, weighs from 163 to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and short brown
hair. He has a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and his left ear protrudes noticeablvy.
Described as a '"loner and "driftér, " with a ''rural' quality in his speech, Ray
has worked as a baker, laborer and color matcher. He has taken dancing lessons and
completed a course at a school of bartending.

Consider Ray armed a.nd extremely dangerous. Report any information

concerning him to the nearest FBI office, / Z/ 7 7;’ — S5 A

’ SEARCHED, INDEXED

SERIALIZED..,.... 655 s
MAY 91968

FBl — SAINT Louis

2
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ATETEL

Be Buvess airtel te SF sud SL anted 4/28/68 snd
tEairtel te WE §/3/68.

SEARC—HED
SERIALY

L 1968
FBI —ST. LOUIS
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a2 o DIAGNOSTIC DEPOT
' IIZNO0IS STATE PENITENTIARY ‘

JOLIET .
June 10, 19240

y . v T P 489 CLASSIFICATION REPORT
_JDDNo.: - ' Name:  GAVRON, John Age: 40 Admitted:11/2/34
Crime: - B_urgla’ry o : Senterice: 1=bife
. Transfer. :
. Classification. . . RECLASSIFICATION .
. I

. Recommendations ) . . : : ) : ’ : ;

i, Stateville Division.

2. Group III: Without psychosis or mental
defect., Douwbtfully improvable, Inadeguate
personality° High average intelligence ( C plus
4 Arny Alpha score - 1934), Alcoholio tendency.»- .
%ial deafness, . ' o .
This inmate was classified a&s a doubtfully improvable :
offender with delinguent attitudes and lack of initiative
-and ambition, His cr*mznalit; appeared to be related
to his ale¢cholic tendency, He was recenulj ‘examined’
when he wrote a reouest for trangfer to -Siateville
because of problems of ill health, He clainud that
he wag disabled in the World War and that his ear
drums were ruptured, He now complains of head pains
. and discharging ears, He feels, rather vaguely,
that larger, dryer cells at Stateville would be more - ;
conducive to good health, His conduct within the ' S BN
01d Prison has been setisfactory, He has been v Lo
punished on only two or three occasions, - He hasg a ' :
- fairly good attitude towverd his employment, He - . C e
shows no evidence of men%al digeass, Under the new. o -
. policy he should be classifisd for Stateville since it
.18 likely he will have to serve & number of years
within the institution. . In the interests of his general
health and to further the present classifioatlon
policy, resegreoation is recommended.

- 3L" Continued medical treatment for the ear

: condition and work in a dry, inside place is £
euggested. ) ] o r.

R G’ "“Bar.;-:'./c/}\{ MQD' . C : i
Chairman R
- Classifzcation Board s U O

- KER*HB

ORIV

o
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" Joliet ,,1,89_1.1 - DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY

VISION OF THE CRIMINOLOGIST

PARGLE VIOLATOR - ' P\ AR DY AGNOSTIC DAPQT. UNIT. S !
T : CLASSIFICATION REPORT ' ,
Menard #25261 - December 2, 1961 ‘- Mmitted: 11-2-34 (Jol.)

Name: GAWRON, John : - Age: 62 " ReAdmitted: 11-16~61

Crime: Burglary . : Sentence: 1-Iife

RECLPSSI“IC ATICN REPCRT

BEHAVICR ON PAROLE _ This 62 year old whlte man was paroled from
Menard on 3-21-59 to a Veteran's &ministre~
tion HOSpJ.tal at Wood, Wisconsin, but ‘remained there only three days and then left -
~without perm1551on. He now says, ‘W1 got lozded up on-liquor and goof balls, and when
I came to I was in the Union Station at Chicage and found I had a ticket to St. Louis
so I guot went on to St. Louis and stayed there.® He says he lived in St. Louis dur:mg
the entire bime he was at large as an absconder, and lived with a cousin at a rooming.
house at 1913 H:Lckory Street, St. Louis. He says he obtained employment, usually cas-
ual and part-time in nature, through an employment agency, and also received a V.A.
compensation check amounting to $61.00 monthly. During his last few months of liberty
he also received public aid assistance, He states that on two occasions, -from July to
. September, 1959 and again from October, 1960 to January, 1961, he wes a patient at the
Cochran V.A. Hospital in St. Louis because of a heart condition. Inmate says he was
not arrested at any time while in St. Louis, but about 11~9~61 he and an acquaintance
were picked up at Louisiana, Missouri, his identity as an Illinois violator was-then
discovered, and he waived extradition for return. He says this acquaintance left St,
Iouis to drive to Quincy, Illinois, asked immate to go along, and he accepted, He says
they stopped at Louisiana, Missourl and were questioned by police about the burglary of
a supermerket in that areaz, but he knew nothing about that offense, Enclosed with re-
ports from the Division of Supervision concerning this inmate is a detailed report of
investigation by the Missowri Highway Patrol of the burglary, but we find nothing in
this which would suggest that inmate and his companion were suspected of having any
connection with the crime, and it seems evident that no charge was filed in Missouri,
However, it will be noted that this episode seems to have at least some points of re-
semblance to the behavior which led to his return as a parole violator in July, 1956.

REVIEY CF SCCIAL FACTORS- The Reclassification Report of '9-2—-56 offers a
- . ' ' summary of inmate's background and we would re- -
fer to that report. As indicated above, he assertedly lived with a cousin who operates
a rooming house in St. Louis after he absconded from his most recent parcle. “Although
- he says he was under the influence of liquér and "goof balls® at the time he absconded
- from parole, he cla;ms that thereafter he indluged only in moderate drinking. “ He says’
‘he worked at various part—time jobs as a janitor, etc., while in St. Louis until he was
placed on public relief following his release from the Cochran VsA. Hospital in Ja.nuarj,
} 1961 following a heart attack, He now corresponds with his’ cous:.n in St LOIJ.‘LS, :

PERSOI\’ALITY : ' " Physn.cally,'lmnate's appearance suggests his ad-

. R : , - vancing age, and he gives a history of two fairly -
- severe heart attacks in recent years, He has also been hard of hearing for a number of
years, -and receives V,A, disability compensation. We. would refer to the current medical -
report for further information as to his condition. Recent psychometric test indicates

- ‘superior J.ntell:.gence » With a score epproximating that prevz.ously obtained. Temperamen—
tally, he is a rather beaten, prisonized individual who has in the past had a history —
of heavy drinking during the occasional interludes when he is not incarcerated, but who

- ¢laims only moderate indulgence following the binge which-led to 'his prompt abscond:.rr'

. from his V.A. Hospltal placemen’o. We regard him as a rather dependent 1nst1tutlonahzed ,
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* RECLASSIFIC ATION REPORT: ‘.’ GA&WRCH, John . #25261 December 2, 1961

14

-

perscn who has long been an outcast from conventional societ.;r and who tends to sub-
merge himself into anonymity whenever he is coni‘ronted w:Lth the demands of a free
comzumty ad justment, -

CLASSIFICATION: S Group III: Without.evident mental disorder

. or mental defect. . .Ault unimproveble offender,
Superlor 1nte1¢igence (4GCT 115). Inadequate personality makeup. ~High guarded prog-
- nosis, : . : ) ’

RECOMIEMDATIONS: . . Menard general division, Medium or maximum
: : ‘security, Light routine work assignment. .

.74.££ :
| Re He Groff (Member) .
: . - Class:,flcat:.on Board
RHG:dre
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rontlisc
. #L5l2=ro STATE OF ILLINOIS .

- WEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY
DIVISION OF THE CRIMINOLOGIST
PR

T . . o MENARD Do Do : CUNIT
' CLASSIFICATION REPORT

September 2, 1956

#2526 ~Menard _
Name: GAWRON, John B Age: 57 < Admitted: 11e19w3leJ :
Crin"né' ’ Burglary . . ' Sentence: 1eLife Sentence: - Ry CHICER I PV)
: __ Behnenged o o Te25eb6mM( JPV)
. " RECLASSIFICATION
1. Transfer. :

2. Classification - . - : : . o
3. Recommendations | BRHAVIOR ON PAROL®: This 57 year old white man was parcled =
» .- c from Joliet for the sscond time on ‘
9w21~5lL to placement at the Soldier?s and Salloris Home in Quincy. He re-
neined there untill March 1956, then. left because he learned the police were
looking for him in connection with investigation of an Armed Robbery at
LeGrange, Missouri. Reports indicate that inmate had been drinking considerw
ably while at the Soldierts and Sailoris Home, and had alsoc been keeping :
company with a Mrse Lucille Ryan, the mother of a Menard paroles, #23737 Ryans
This paroles was also arrested in connection with the armed robbery at Law ~
Grange, Missourl, and is apparently now incarcerated in that states - Records
indicakte that another parolee, Menard #23686 Cain, was also arrested for
questioning in connection with thei investigation, but was released.  Inmate-
says he left the home when he learned that police were looking for him, moved
to a room in Quincy, and he evidently eluded investigation at that time.
Although he refused to revesl where he was living, other information indi=-
‘cates that he was later living with Mrs. Ryan, According to his own story,
he obtained employment with a road construction company after he left the-
"home, and it would eppear that his whereabouts might have been traced in - |
this manner, had there been sufficient interest. *fecords indicate that a
violation warrant was issued late in March 1956, and that he was then are- -
rested by Quincy police on 6~28«56 as a burglary suspect. Cain, Menard
#23686, had been -arrested a few days sarlier in connection with two burge
laries in which inmate does not sppear to have been directly implicated,
«although the loot was apparently taken to Mrs., Ryan's home, where inmate
was Stayinge Cain then admitted some esrlier burglaries, and implicated
‘Inmete as an assoclate in at least one of them. Inmate now professSes rather
naive innocence of any knowlsdge -0f these offenses, professes that he did
not understand much of the questioning to which he was subjected following
his arrest, and iIs evidently decided on a policy of admitting as little as
possible. He does admit considerable drinking while on parole, and his
technical vlolation in fallure to send in a few reports. From present infore
mation, 1t would appear that thore was a concerted and calculated series
of criminal-episodes in which two Menard parolees, Cain and Ryan, as well
as ‘at least one other assoclate were involved, and in which'inmate was also
implicated on the basis of Caints statementse : " : o

REVIE{ OF SOCIAL, FACTORS: Subject was born in Chicago on‘g
- - - o . as the sixth of seven children of a
‘native~born mother of Polish descent and a German immigrant father. ‘During
inmate’s youth the family iived in a disordsrly and delinguent area on the
near northwest side in Chicagos He says his father “had a political job" -
with the Chicago street department, and the family was evidenbtly of limited
gocio-enonom%p'status. He now says his father died in 1930 and his mother

.
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STATE OF ILLINOIS .
o . © . DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY
AT ' ) - DIVISION OF THE CRIMINOLOGIST

MENARD Do Do UNIT
CLASSIFICATION REPORT

4enard #25261

Name: GAWRON, John - B o Age: - Admitted:
C "xCrime: o ' : ) T Sentence:
' RECLASSIFICATION
1. Transfer. .

2. Classification
3. Recommendations

Iso died in 1951 Inmate says he now has twe living brothers, bub has had ™
w contact with either of them for a considerable tims. He claims to have
ompleted eighth grade in public school. In February 1915 he was commited

0 St. Cherles for stealing auto tires, apparently escaped twice, and it

oems to have been during an escape from that institubion that he enlisted
A the Marines in May 1916, Ie was medically discharged from the Marines

.n May 1917. In 4pril 1918 he was committed to Pontiac under one yearv
entence for larcenye In June 1921 he was committed to Leavenworth under

s year sentence for altering and passing government obligationss In - _
ieptenmber 1927 he was ssnbenced to a2 six month berm in the Chicago House .

of Correction for burglary. In June 1929 he was senbtenced to a 1l-1l5 year .
erm at Folsom for burglary, and was paroled in December 1931, As records. - !
.ndicate, it was in November 193L that he was originally committed to Joliet
mder his present l«Life sentence, and his only period in the free community
i:ince have been his recent parcle period and one earlier parole from December
“944 until June 1946, during which he worked at the Hines VA Hospital part

)£ the time and was eventually involved in another burglary. His civilian
work history has thus been eXtremely irregular and casual. In-previous ine
ierviews Inmate has stated that he was married in 1932 and was later divorced,
wut he now denies that he was ever married and says this was a cormon=-law
abttachments Lelsure activities have centered primarily around drinking.

-nmate now has no effective community attachmentse.

w2 @

U

JERSONATITY S Physically inmate iIs an aging individual who 1s ape
o parently somewhat hard of hearing, and he gives a
iistory of chronic esr trouble dating from his Marine service in 1916-17.
He has recelved partial disability compensation for a considerable numbsr of
rears, and apparently 1s fearful of giving a history of too satisfactory
1ealth -because he feels that thls maight possible be reduced or cut off.
revious psychometric tests have indicated superior intelligence, but his
nresent re¢actions suggest thathe is functioning on a considerably lower
ievele Temperamentally he is a rather beaten, prisonized individual wno
1as been lncarcerated much of his life and who has no goals or constructive
motlivationse He has been inclined toward heavy drinking when not incarcerated,
md apparently this was a problem during his recent parole period even before
e became involved in niore serious violations. In present Interview he
wttempts to create as much sympathy for himself as possible, professes in-
Jocence of any serbous wrong-doing, and claims to know nothing of the various
lew criminal charges for which he was under investigation. He now impresses
15 as an essentlally dependent, institutionalized person who is unable to.

wrold involvement in ocriminal asctivity in the freée community, and Sor whom
any hope-of satisfactory adjustment now seems remotes - . 1 '

~.
By
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 Menard #265261

. STATE OF ILLINOIS Q
EPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY
DIVISION OF THE CRIMINOLOGIST

MENARD Do Da __UNIT
CLASSIFICATION REPORT

Name: GAWRON, John

Crime:

Age:. : . Admitted: .

Sentence:

1. Transfer. .
2. Classification P
3. Recommendations

CLAS&IFICATION:

RECLASSIFICATION
» 3w -

Group ILI. Without psychosis or mental defect. -Adult
unimprovable offender. Superior intelligence. In-

adequata perﬁonallﬁy w1ch alconolic uendoqclesq Highly guarded prognosis. 4

REGOMMENDATIONS &

WOrk assignment-

RHG /bh

Menard general division. Maximum security seems ad- -
visable for the present. Light routine unskilled

@J:Aﬂ@ S
o Ho Groff (Member) |
Clagssification Board. i
b
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