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FBI

Date: 5=20-68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via ___ TELETYPE URGENT

. ] (Priority} . .
S S Lo

TO: DIRECTOR (44~38861), KANSAS CITY (44-760) MEMPHIS
~ FROM: ST, LOUIS (44-775)
MURKIN,

REKCTEL, MAY SIXTEEN/ LAST,
IVAN DALE UNDERWOO , FORMER INVATE, MSP, ADVISED WAS NOT

' ACQUAINTED WITH JAMES. EARL RAY WHILE INCARCERATED MSP. ON BASIS
OF NAME AND PHOTO HE BELIEVE Y IS IDENTICAL TO AN INDIVIDUAL
WHO WORKED WITH RAPH RENFBG FOR SHORT PERIOD IN LATE. FIFTIES AT

JOPLIN, MO, RENFRO.CARRIED ON FURANCE AND HEATING BUSINESS AND
WOULD ALSO QUOTE FINGER UNQUOTE RESIDENCES AND BUSINESS
ESTABLISHMENTS IN JOPLIN AREA. ON PRETEXT OF FREE INSPECTION OF .

" PREMISES, 'RAY WOULD GAIN ENTRANCE TO CASE ESTABLISHMENT FOR.

POSS IBLE ROBBERY OR BURGLARY OR, IF OWNER WAS GULLIBLE WOULD |
ATTEMPT TO SEELA NEW HEATING OUTFIT. AS OF EIGHTEEN MONTHS AGO-
RENFRO WORKING AT INDEPENDENT OIL COMPANY SERVICE STATION ON

| T
- Approved: % _ - Sent _KC_ Jwﬂ M Per: MK
Special Agent in Charge ME, 3qu/8
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FB!
Date:
(Type in plaintext or code)
Via

f

{

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

- “ |
Transmit the following in : : %
‘ 1
!

!

|

(Priority)

TWENTIETH ST., JOPLIN, MO. AND HANGS OUT AT ELMER'S BAR,_MAiN
ST. UNDERWOOD KNEW RAY ONLY THROUGH THEIR MUTUAL ASSOCIATION
WITH REN?RO WHO IS wml AGE FORTYTWO, UNDERWOOD WISHES:HIS
IDENTITY. BE CONCEALED AS THE SOURCE OF ABOVE INFO, J |
KANSAS CITY AT JOPLIN' ATTEMPT TO LOCATE RALPH RENFRO
- AND DETERMINE IF HE EMPLOYED RAY AND HIS KNOWLEDGE OF HIS
BACKGROUND ,
A &jb.'_P

END

Approved: Sent M Per -
Special Agent in Charge
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5/21/68
AIRTEL  ~ AIRMAIL -
| '*TOE_f~»j~‘DIRECTon FBI C
S aTIN: FBI LABORATORY
. FROM: - ’SAG ST LOUIS. (44~775) 12
MURKIN "

f:; Enclosed is- or1g1na1 signature card of JAMES CARL
'CQNNQR prepared. about 3/9/59 for Manufacturer s Bank’ and -

-_.lfigTrust Company,. St. Louis, Mlssourl, by lndividual openlng
S checklng accOunt at that time._lc; R ¢ :

The above«mentioned signature card of JAMES CARL

- O'CONNGR belibved to be identical With JAMES EARL RAY shows

f"’ Bureau (enc. 1)(RM)
- St LOUIS -

_-the last known residence address.of this individual to be . = -
. 1727 South 11lth Street; St. Louis, Missouri:  The sighature
| "James Carl O'Connor" is believed: to. have been placéd. on the - .
- sigmature card by this -individual. None of the -other hand- ”;uit
. Wwriting.appearing on the card is believed to have been written
by RAY. The St. Louis address 1727 South 1llth Street is a -
.~ - prior address of RAY's sister,’ Mrs. ALBERT (CAROL) PEPPER,.
' -§t. Louis, Missouri. Several checks drawn against. this account

are payable tor CAROL RYAN, a- name formerly used by Mrs PEPPER

The afore-mentioned account Was openad 3/9/59 and ‘

,fgrit was closed .7/20/59. Deposits therein ranged between $10 :
. and $370 and the largest balance on’ hand in the account at

that time Was $620 on. 3/26/59

S The FBI Laboratory 15 requested to conduct a’ hand-“fi,__Vt
'-'writlng examination . in. attempt to identify: the signature-;:TJ":' -
7 of JAMES CARL Of CONNOR appearing on the card as handWriting

of JAMES 'EARL RAY. : Further, the. FBI Laboratory is requested

to ocnduct appropriate fingerprlnt examlnation in: attempt to 1? :;;_u

e si_;,fz/e/ 775“ é?;/

K/
- (8);

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




8L 44-775

develop any prints identifiable with RAY. It is requested -
that the original card be returned to St. Louis in order that
it may be returned to Manufacturer's Bank and Trust Company
from which it was obtainod

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



5-20-68
AIRTEL, = - AIRMAIL
T0:  DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
ATTN: mammxéumu DIVIBION
~ FROM: SAC, ST. LOUIS (44-775) P
~ RE: °  MURKIN
00 :ME

-2 - Atlanta _ . £

2 ~ Chicago ' R 1
. 2 - Kansas City

L. ~- Memphis -

(;f~ St. Louis (1 - 26- 32047)

MED: amb EY«

(12) ;r" 2 et "e

"}j"

Re SL tel to AT, 5 16*68 AT tel to SL 5 16~ 68

‘and SL MBRKIN summary tel to Bureau 5-17~68

" Enclosed for the Bureau are the followlng items

“of evidence E

1. One empty matdh box..l

2. 'One lid frcom small box bearlng Woolworth's price
' tag -

- 3. One piece of- paper 1mpr1nted "Rowntree Reg.‘>
Penna. Dept. Agr., Printed in England"'--

4. One Mlssouri road map.
5. One empty brown paper bag

Also- enclosed are 11 sections of rubber leting

~’cape bearlng latent 1mpressions taken from vehicle.'

‘ " For 1nformation of Bureau and other offices, on
5 16-68, a 1988 Dodge Dart 270, VIN LH41D8B323249, bearing
1968 Ga. license 1D48283, was recovered at. Lambert 8t. Louis .

"Municipal Airport by Trooper ROBERT SHURE, MSHP. _Airport .
. 3 "~ Bureau (Enc. 16)(RM)
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checked dally for poss1b1e abandoned cars by SHURE ané thls o
vehicle had been imlockeed since 5~5-68,. Inquiry by MSHP deter- (
- mined vehicle rented Atlanta, ‘Ga., 4o 68, from National Car . :

- Rental utilizing stolen credit cards in name of SAMUEL SCHEIDERMAN, .

-~ 6535 Noad Rd,, Richmond, Ill. These cards weré allegedly -

stolen from SCHEIDERMAN in an armed robbery in KCMO hOWever;

’,'date of robbery and other detalls not - furnlshed It is noted

Ain examining vehlele for latent fingerprints that the vehicle.
was extremely dusty inside and out.. This vehicle was towed

to Westlake Motors, 12105 St. Chbarles Rock Rd., SL Co., Mo.,
“and. a representative of the National Car Rental Agency operating

. -out of SL Muni01pa1 Airport was to. handle recovery arrange—~'
’v”ments.: S

“The Bureau is’ requested to- compare enclosed evidence.'

Ahfu\jiand latent prints-with prints on file of JAMES ‘EARL RAY and et
’33,.other prlnts obtalned 1n MURKIN 1nvestigat1®n. a S -

”ff,;cnxcaeo DIVISION

T S mes
:iATLANTA DIVISION

AT ATLANTA GA. S j;?;}~f“ﬁf"

o W111 ascertain detalls pertalning to rental of vehicle o
- and submit- orlginal rental agreement to Laboratory for hand—'
Twriting comparlson R . :

AT RICHMQND ILL. ,1;5*;19

el s,

S “Will interview BAMUEL SCHEIDERMAN, 6535 Noad re-
‘gardlng robbery ‘of credit cards from him and determlne if

= 1descriptlon of unsub resembles JAMES EARL RAY

"ZZKANSAS CITY DIVISION

N

AT KANS&S CITY MO

“ W111 at the PD aseertaln detalls of theft of credxt

"5wfcards from SAMUEL SCHEIDERMAN
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FD-263 (Rev. 3-8-87)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEST!GA KGN*
10S ANGEIES MEMPHIS 4 /18/68 W5 - 18/68»

TITLE OF CASE

UNSUB, aka

Eric Starvo Galt,

John Willard, T
Harvey Lowmyer - FUGITIVE;

. | REPCRT MADE BY

"’ LEROY W. SHEETS

TYPED BY

jée' -

CHARACTER OF CASE

Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR -

VTCTﬂﬁ CR

REFERENCES: Memphlq teletype to Ios Angeles: dated U/5/68,
Memphils teletype to the Bureau, et al,. dated &/6/68
Albany teletype to the Bureau, et al, datéd M/B/EB
Butel to a2ll continental offices. dated b/9/68, ‘
Atlanta teletype to Bureau, et al, dated 4/12/68..
Bureau telephone call to Los Angeles dated 4/13/b8
Memphis teletype to the Bureau, et al, dated 4/11/68,

_ o . q
ADMINISTRATIVE

This report contalns only 1nformatlon relating to therm

activities of ERIC STARVO GALT between November, 1967, and »
the period of time which GALT is known to have
Callfornla, area,

March 16, 1968,
resided in tne Los Angeles

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED

WONE

i ACQU!T- CASE MAS BEEN:

CONVIC

AUTO.

FUG. FINES SAVINGS

RECOVERIES

TALS

FPENDING PROSECUTION
OVER 31X MONTHS

PENDING\ ovER oNE YEAR [ Jyves (no

[Mives [Jno

APPROVED

SPECIAL AGENT
IN CHARGE

DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

COPRPIES MAD

E;

Bureau (44-38861
Memphis &#4—1987
- Atlanta (44.2386
Birmingham (44- 17&0)
New Orleans (157-10673)
St. Louis (Info)
5 - Los Angeles (44-1574)

T N
Jyrop o1

‘9/%_ o5 éﬁg

Dissemination Record of Attached Report

Agency

Motatiops
CCO Wfﬁ /V/A’

Request Recd.

Date Fwd.

How Fuwd.

By
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LAMI-157H

One copy of this report is belnv furnlshed ‘the -
St. Loulis Office pursuant to instructions of the Memphls
- Office. Additional copies are belng ‘furnished. Birmingham L
Office for dissemination to the U, S, Attorney as process .
has been -obtained by that office,  Los’ Angeles . is no? -
aware whether prev1ous dlssemlnatlon has been authorlzed

ALl crlmlnal 1nformants, securlty 1nformants and
racial informants in the Los Angeles Division are being con~ o
tacted on a continuing bas 1sAfor poss1ble knowledge”concernlng
-the assa31nat10n.«'- o L e DT B

No Spelelc 1eads are belng set out in thls report |
as all leads are belng set out by telephone or teletype.

“LEADS
- LOS ANGELES A

AT LOS ANGEIES, CALIFORNTA.,'Will continue all out
effort to obtain background concernlng GALT and 1nformat10n
1ead1ng to his apprenen31on._g' o

- B . T
COVER PAGE ’ S
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UNh.r.D STATES DEPARTMENT OF JQTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to:
Report of: IEROY W, SHEETS , Ofic: Tos Angeles, California.
Date: 11/18/68 T _ -
Field Office File % dhoasth - ~ BureauFile # 14438861
Tide: UNEKNOWN SUBJECT,
also known as
Eric Starvo Galt,-
John Willard,
Harvey Lowmyer;
eI Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, -

VICTIM :

Character: CIVIL RIGHTS

SuseK o :
Synopsis: Bushnell and Compan§, Pasadena, California, unable
: To trace Bushnell binoculars found at scene of -

shooting of Dr, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 4/4/68,
as no record maintained on Serial numbers. Duck-~
bill pliers found in vicihity of shooting traced to

Rompage Hardware Company, 5542 Hollywood Boulevard, .
Los Angeles, Califor . Employees of Rompage
unable to identify purchaser of pliers. Laundry
markings No. 02B-0¢on red Thermo-Seal tape on T-shirt
and under shorts found jar vicinity of shooting ’
similar to laundry m ings utilizéd by Home Service .
2 5280 HSliywood Boulevard,
Los Angéles., ILaundry mark No, /02B-6 at this laundry
assiged to customer with name E. GALT. . 1966 white
Mustdng bearing license 1-38993, no state given,
‘Speedometer reading 34,1065, was serviced at H.
Beckman Chevron Service Station, 1506 North Normandie
Avenue, Los Angeles, on 2/13/68. 1966 white Mustang
bearing Alabama license 1-38993, speedometer reading
34,289 serviced at Cort Fox Ford, 4531 Hollxfwood
Boulevard, Los Angeles, on 2/22/68, which service
was ordered by E, GALT, 1535 North Sexwyéno, Los
Angeles, and signed by ERIC S, GALT,” Investigation

at 1535 North Serrano Avenue, LQ% Ahgeles, revealed Alegs/
ERIC S. GALT resided in Apartment 6 from 11/19/67 to 4%?

 This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It {s the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its conterts are not to be distributed outside your agency. .
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LA #4—157&

approximately 1/18/68. Records, U. S. PoSt Office, 4=
Los Angeles, reflected’Eﬁf%‘g\ GALT fafnished
change of address sn 1/22/ Trom 1535 North Serrano

Avenue, Tos Angeled St. Francis Hotel 62,"4%'
ally 100d Boulev rg, _Angeles. GALT unknown to q/
Ta KATZWI nose name along with name of

GING&%DAY‘appeaped on piece of cardboard found in

%run{ of 1966 ’niue Mustang located in Atlanta,

. Georgiay fo& owing the shooting of Dr. KING, Inves-

ti atlon, t % Fran01s Hotel where GALT resided from
1/21/68 ;f%?%%cgé%eals GALT left forwarding :

addre of General Delivery, Main Post .Office, Atlanta,

4/25 68, ©No further information developed as to

GALT's present whereabouts. ecords, Pacific: Telephone

and Telegraph Company, reve GALT made no out of state

calls from telephone regigtered to him at 1535 North

Serrano Avenue, Los Angeies, during period 11/27/67

to 1/22/68. GALT too¥ recreational type lessons at

National Dance Studios, Long Beach, California, from

Tirst week or December, lﬁo_, »2/12/b8 Personnel .

at this studio unable to fur sh information regard-

ing GALT's presentylocatiorn or any background information

tehded apional School ef
from*1/19/68 To 3/2/68.

GME QMMLSJ.S%JU,KMQST‘ anhd

no information as to nls present wnereabouts.
CHARLES J. STEIN accompanied GALT on trip from Los -
Angeles to New Orleans, Louisiana, for purpose of
returning two of RITA STEIN's children to Los AmGeles
during December, 1967. GALT purchased Bank of America
money orders payable to Locksmithin
field, New Jersey, and various firms in Los Angeles
?ﬁﬁ%ﬁf_FrT"ﬁ‘boratory reports sample of Thermo~Seal
laundry markings obtained from Home Service Laundry
and Dry Cleanling, Los Angeles, have no significant
differences from laundry markings on T-shirt and under
shorts found in vicinity of shooting. - GALT SHOULD BE
CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS. _

- P -
DETATILS:

1A
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- DABLE OF CONTENTS

INVESTIGATION CONCERNING ORIGIN OF
~ BINOCULARS RECOVERED NEAR THE SCENE -
OF THE SHOOTING OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER

KING, JR., MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE . . . e e wl

 INVESTIGATION CONCERNING THE ORIGIN‘
OF DUCK-BILLED PLIERS ¥OUND IN THE

VICINITY OF THE SHOOTING OF DR, KING. . . .

INVESTIGATION TO TRACE THE iAUNbRY MARKS
FOUND ON UNDERWEAR ABANDONED NEAR THE -

~ SCENE OF THE SHOOTING CF DR. KING e e e e .

INVESTIGATION CONCERNTNG SERVICE TICKETS.
FOUND IN 1966 WHITE MUSTANG, ALABAMA -
LICENSE 1-38993, ABANDONED BRPIL 5, 1968

N IN ATIJANTA GEORGIA » 1) l" . . . . LI ) . . . . K

INVESTIGATION AT 1535 NORTH SERRANO

AVENUE, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA,

. WHERE GALT RESIDED NOVEMBER 196? TO
JANUARY, 1968 . . & v v 4 v v o o 4 o o « &

- INVESTIGATION CONCERNING GINGER DAY : _
AND ANITA KATZWINKEL, WHOSE NAMES APPEARED

ON PIECE OF CARDBOARD RECOVERED FROM TRUNK -

OF ABANDONED 1966 WHITE MUSTANG IN ATLANTA,
GEORG’IA - L - * * L - © L] . L .

L . * . . -

INVESTIGATION AT ST, FRANCIS HOTEL,

HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA, WHERE GALT RESIDED .

JANUARY 21 1968 TO MARCH 17, 1968, .

INVESTIGATION CONCERNING TELEPHONE CALLS
MADE FROM LOS ANGELES TELEPHONE LISTED TO
ERIC S. GALT DURING PERIOD NOVEMBER, 1967
TO JANUARY, 1968, . . v v v v 4 v v v o o
~ INVESTIGATION AT NATIONAL DANCE STUDIO,

" LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA, WHERE GALT ATTENDED
CLASSES D“CL\E@R 1907 TO FEBRUARY, 1968, .
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INVESTIGATION AT INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
~ OF BARTENDING, LOS ANGELES, ATTENDED .
BY GALT FROM JANUARY 19, 1968 TO o

MARCH 2, 1968 . o . . . e v L B

 ASSOCTATES OF GALT. . o o o 4 v'e & o s v
A. CHARLES J. STEIN . . v . . . . .

B. RITA STEIN o v v o v v o i v os

C. MARIE MARTIN . . « « « o & .;. ..

MONEY ORDERS PURCHASED AT BANK OF
AMERICA, "HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA, BY = -
GALT IN JANUARY AND FEBRUARY, 1968. . . .

INVESTIGATION CONCERNING THE ORIGIN .
OF BLUE, SOFT ZIPPER-TYPE OVERWIGHT BAG

RECOVERED NEAR THE SCENE OF THE SHOOTING
OF DR. KING, MEMPHLS TENNESSEE . . . & o

PHYSICAL EVIDENCE e e e e e e

NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS DESCRIBING
DR. KING'S APPEARANCES IN THE LOS =
ANGELES AREA MARCH 16 AND 17, 1968. . . .

CHART OF AREA KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN
FREQUENTED BY GALT IN LOS ANGELES.
NOVEMBER, 1967 TO MARCH 1968 .. . . ..

PHOTOGRAPHS OF PERTINWNT LOCATIONS
ASSOCIATED WITH GALT'S ACTIVITIES IN

THE LOS ANGELES AREA NOVEMBER, 1967

TO MARCH, 1968. 4 4 v v ¢ ¢ v o+ s o o o »
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LA 44-1574

INVESTIGATION CONCERNING
ORIGIN OF BINOCULARS RECOVERED
NEAR THE SCENE .OF THE SHOOTING OF
DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

- The Memphis Office of the Federal Bureau of

Investigation (FBI) advised on April 5, 1968, that a pair
of Bushnell 7 X 35 banner binoculars’ bearing serial No, -

SNDQLOB66L were found near the scene of the shooting of

Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. on Aprll 4 1968, in Memphis,

- Tennessee., - ' '

Investlgatlon at Bushnell and Company, 2128 East

 Foothill Boulevard, Pasadena, California, was requested to

ascertain if these binoculars were a part of apurchase of
s8ix pairs of binoculars by the Ybrk Arms Company, 162 South
Main Street, Memphis. \
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) ‘ o e W _
QE. DERAL BUREAU OF INVEs'm';ATgl ‘
. - o 1/5/68

Date

DOROTHY STARVES, Sales Service Nanaver, D.P. :
Bushnell and Company, Inc., 2828 East Foothill Boulevard,
displayed the file copy of an invoice made out to the York
Arms Company, 162 South Main Street, ﬂomnhis, Tennessee, -
The invoice number is D33065. The invoice is dabed October 31,
1967. It reflects that.an order was placed on October 20, -
1967, and shipped Oc tober 30 1907, fow the folloW1ng

- described items: ‘

1. One 7 X 35 Ultra vision binoculars,

2. One Pocket scope (Monocular) with.tw0  o
interchangeable objectives. S

3. Six 7 X 35 Bahner binoculars.
L. Two table top tripods. o
 STARVES examined the shipping copy of the .above
deseribed invoice and ascertalneatmashlnnent was made and
dated October 31, 1967. .

STARVES stated that Code. 127350 is the code number
for the six Banner binoculars,

STARVES advised that serial numbers for b1nocu1ars
are not recorded by this flrm. :

3 -
" 4/5/68 Pasadena, California - Los Angeles Lh. 574
On v ; : File # i
' SA J. ROBERT SULLIVAN: jmk . : 4/5/68 :
by _ Date dictated

This document contains neither rccommendauons nor conclusions of f.he FBI. It is the property ot‘ the FBI and is 10‘.ned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your age'lcy
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INVESTIGATION CONCERNING

ORIGIN OF THE DUCK~BILLED -
PLIERS FOUND IN THE VICINITY
OF THE SHOOTING OF DR, KING

”he Memphis Offlce of the FBI advised on Aprll 6,
1968, that information from the National Retail Hardware )
A33001at10n Indianapolis, Indlana indicated that the pliers
abandoned in the vicinity of the shooulng of Dr, KING were -
purchased from Rompage Hardware Company, - 5542 Hollywood Boule- -
vard, Los Angeles, California.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

2

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

' Date 1/10/68

THOMAS M. WARE, 3344 Glenhurst Avenue, Los Anceles,
was interviewed at his re51dence at vhlch tlme he furn1<hed
the following information: .

A photograph depicting a pair of duck-bill pliers
containing the name of Rompage Hardware on the handle was | o
exhibited to Mr. WARE. He was asked if he had ever.seen .
such a pair of pliers. Mr. WARE related that he had ' -
ordered pliers such as were shown in the photograph from an
vnrecalled firm while he was manager of Rompage Hardware .-

Store, 5542 Hollywood Boulevard, Los Angeles, California.
He stated the.pliers were geconds and were received by
Rompage Hardware in-an assortment of tools waﬁch were Qold
from a bargain bin."

Mr. WARE ctated he was emp1oyeu by Rompage _
Hardware from 1955 through February, 1007 He was manager
of Rompage Hardware for aDoroxlmately five years. - He began
orqerlng the assortment of tools for use in the bargaln
bin in approximately Feoruary, 1966, and continued Yeorderlng
every three or four wonan until he terminated his employment
with Rompage Hardware in February, 1967. Mr. WARE did not
know exactly how many pairs of pliers were received in the
agssortment of tools but estimated probably no more than a
dozen pliers were received in the assortment. He stated when
receilving the assortment of tools, he only counted the
nunber of tools received in the assortment and did not
note the number of each type of tool received.

"Mr. WARE related that he could not specifically
recall having <old a pair of the plie to anyone. He further
stated that he did not possecs a palr of these pliers
himgelf.

On

by

4 /9 /68 at _Los Anﬁeles,‘California Fﬁe# Los Ance]ec b 757”’“

"\Q

SAS THEODORE J. A'HEARN and | :
BILLY DALE HUBBARD BDH/pjc Date dictated /10768

This document contains neither recommendaiions nor conclusions of tho FBI. It is the property of the FBI ard is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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gDERA'L‘ BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

i  paw _4/12/68

. On April 8, 1968, DAVID WEAR, 10656 Lev Avenue,
Mission Hills, Callfornia, advised that he 1s the manager | .
of Rompage Hardware Company, 5542 Hollywood. Boulevard, Los o
Angeles, California, and furnlshed the follow1ng informa- o
tlon: : : , a

_ The,colored photograph exhibited'him of,a duckk. :
‘billed pliers bearing a Rompage Hardware label was identical
o merchandise sold from their store and;ﬂacadin the -
inventory of the store in’ October 1966, : -

~~

]

on_ U4/8/68 . Los Angeles, California = pj. s  LOS Angeles 44-1574

 SAS G. J. MOOREHEAD & -
by __ GILBERT G. BENJAMIN/GJM/vJih Date dictated ___1/12/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. -

—- - P . 3 s . PR
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1

| nat; ‘*4/12/68

On April 8 1968 ESTHER METCALFE, 1207’6l Hoffman -
Street, Studio Clty, California, was’ interviewed  and adv1sed.“,l
that she is the cashier ‘at Rompage Hardware Store, 5542

Hollywood Boulevard, Los Angeles, Galifornla She furnishedf
the following informatlon- : ' T =

The colored photograph exhlbited to her of as duck-%ﬁ —
- billed pliers bearing a Rompage Hardware label was identlcalﬁ
to merchandise sold from their store. and;iaceain tne inven— g
tory of the store in October 1966, , '

1

on _ 4/8/68 at Los Angeles, California File # Los Angeles U44-15T74

SAS G. J. MOOREHEAD & . a
by _ GILBERT G, BENJAMIN/GIM/vih Date dictated __4/12/68
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l | - | :ﬁ 7 Date 4/12/68

On April 8, 1968, JOHN RICHARD SCANTLAND,
11752 Magnolia, Los Angeles, California, advised that he_
is the owner of Rompage Hardware Store, 5542 Hollywood
Boulevard, Los Angeles, California, and furnished the
follow1ng informatlon° _ : ,

The colored photograph exhibited to him of a .
duck-billed pliers bearing a Rompage Hardware label was
identical to merchandise:sold from their store and;iacedhh
in the inventory of the store in October 1966.°

N
st

"~ On 4/8/68 at _LoS Angeles, California  pile # _LOS Angelés 44-1574

, SAs G. J. MORREHEAD & _ |
by —_GILBERT G, BENJAMIN/GJVI/vm N Date dictated _2/12/68
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On April 8, 1968 JOHN W. SCANTLAND, 3331 Rowena
Avenue, Los Angeles, California,  -advised that he is the
father of JOHN RICHARD SCANTLAND,.the ovner of: Rompage
Hardware Store, 5542 Hollywood Boulevard, Los Angeles; L
California, and he works as a salesman at this store He -
furnlshed the follow1ng 1nformation' R P

The colored photograph exhlbited to him of a o
duck~billed pliers bearlng a Rompage Hardware label was
identical to merchandise sold from their store andxﬂaced
in the inventory of the store ‘in October 1906

-

&

on . 4/8/68 . Los Angeles, California- Fﬂe#'pos Angeles U4-1574

SAs G. J. MOOREHEAD &

py _ GILBERT G. BENJAMIN/GJM/vjh 4/12/68

Date dictated.
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i SR Date - u/lé/as

On April 8 1968, ETHEL J. SCANTLAND 3331 Rowena'
Avenue, Los Angeles, California, advised that she is. the
‘mother “of the owner of Rompage Hardware Store, 5542 Holly—
wood Boulevard, Los Angeles, California, and_works -as the -
bookkeeper and ‘at times sells on the floor._ She provided
the follow:mg informauiom - .

- : . "The colored photograph exhibited to her of a
duck~billed pliers bearing ‘a Rompage Hardware. 1abe1 was.. .
identical to merchandise gold from their store and;iacaiin
the inventory of the store in’ October 1966 , '

3

-

On 1/8/68 .. Los Angeles, California  pie# LOS Angeles 44-157U
SAs G, J. MOOREHEAD & T o
by _GILEERT G, BENJAMIN/GJM/vih =~ Date dictated _4/12/68
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1 S " pate 1:/12‘/68

On April 8 1908 KENNETH LEWIS, 1827 Garfleld
‘Place, Los Angeles, Californla, advised that he is‘a
salesman at Rompage Hardware, 5542 Hollywood Boulevard,

Los Angeles, Californéa, and furnished .the following infor~
mation:

The colored photovraph exhibited to hwm of a
duck~-bllled pliers bearing a Rompage Hardware 1abel was
identical to merchandise sold from their store andpﬂaexiln '
the inventory of the store in October- 1966

-
(o

-

On 4/8/68 4 Los Angeles, California_ il # LoS Angeleé Ly-1574

SAs G. J. MOOREHEAD & c o
by GILBERT G. BENJAMIN/GJIM/vjh ‘ Date dictated . 4/12/68
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pate ___1/11/68

CHARLES BOSWORTH, 5637 Bowcroxt Street, . Los Anceles,
California, was interviewe a at his place of employment,
Aerospace General Corporation, 2350 El Segundo Boulevard, E1
Segunao, Celifornia and furnished the following information:

A pnoto;ranh deDlCu‘nf a D&l? of eight inch duck-
billed pllers, bearing the label of Rompage hardware, was -
shown to Mr. BOSWORTH. He stated he *eco~nlzed the label
as being from Roroags Hardware and that the p11ers to have
been pos31oTJ the type of merchandise placed in a bargaln_'

- bin at the store. Mr. BOSUORTH stated he was ‘employed at’
Rompage Herduare, SUA2 Hollwvwood Boulevard, Los Anﬂeles,
California, irom December, 1959. | to mla 1906 working part
time uq1le attending colleée

BOSUOR“h stated that although he may have, he has
no personal recollection of selling a pair of duck-billed pliers
to any individual. He stated that while ermvloyed at Rompage
Hardware he did on occgsion purchase harduare items for his
personal use. ‘He stated he Qld nOu purchase a palr of elghb
inch duck-billed bllexs. :

N

?.._

on__ 1/10/68 . E1 Sesundo, Celifornia  pile # Los_Angeles hh-157h

by .. SA z_aopom J. A'HEARW/nui _Date dictated _b/11/68
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=

JOHN BURTON, 1849 North Berendo Avenue, Los
Angeles, California, was 1ﬁueerewed and furnlshed the
following information: 3 :

My. BURTON stated he was employed by Rompage ,
Hardware, 5LL2 Hollywood Boulevard, Los Angeles, Califor-
nia, for a period of three weeks durlng October, 1967, '
Be stated he worked in the receiving deparcment and dld
nOL uor{ on the floor selling merchanalse. '

A photograph ouplctlnc a pair of eight 1nch dJCﬁ“

bllled pliers bearing the label of Rompace Hardware was shown

to Mr. BURTCN. He stated he did not recognize the pliers
altnougn he did recobn17e the Rompage- Harawafe label.

Mr. BURTON stated that he dia not nurchase any
hardware items from Rompage Hardware wnlle-emploved there
and does not own a pair of eight inch ducknbllled pllers,
purcnased from Romnaﬁe Pafdware.

K

Foh

On L/2/68  atLaos_Angeles, _Cali fornia Flle Los.Angeles MU '1 R?l'

by SA_THEQDORE _I. A HEARY famb Date dictated i /15 /;6.94
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Date 4/11/68

JACK EDWIN JONEZS, 6933 Rosemead Boulevard, Aoartment
10, Temple City, was inte rv1eved at his place of . employmanb
Palms Avenue Lumber Company, 829 South.Palums Avenue, Alhambﬂa,
at which tlme he furnished uhe Pollow1nc information:

Photographs deplc ing a palr of‘duck?blll pliers
containlng the name of Rompage Hardware was exhibited to .
JONES. He was asked if he had ever seen such a pair of pllers.“
JONES stated that to the best of his knowledge, he had not.
He related that he was an employee of Rompage Hardware, 55”2
Hollywood Boulevard, Los Angeles, in- July and August, 1967,
but could not recall having seen a pair of pliers such as
depicted in the photograpns exhibited to nim. - He recalled
Rompage Hardware haVLnﬁ a bargain. bin in which ninety-eight
cent hardware items were sold, but could not reca;l a bargaln
bin in which $1.98 1tems were sold.

- JONES coqu not rcca]l having sold a Dalr of pliers,’
such as depicted in the phoiographs exhibited.to him, while.
an employes of Rompage Hardware. He further related that

he does not nor has heever owned such a pailr of pliers.

il
On _ %/10/68 .. Alhambra, Ca ifornia. Filo # LOS Angeles &4f157hA
SA THEODORE J. A'HEARH and a ' : '
by _ SA BILLY DALE HUBBARD(3DH/dir Date dictated _+/11/68
This document contains neither rccorlfnendduong nor concllh'oﬂs of the FBI. [t is the property of the FBI and is loaned to

your agency; it and its cot‘tonts are not to be distributed outside your agerncy.
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Date _ h/11/68

B

DENNIS qHBLDRICK 1537 Oc»av1@, ‘San Francisco,.
California, was 1nuerv1euud at 1317 Lucile Avenue, Los - )
Anae1es, Czlifornia and Purn1saoa the . ,ollowlnf information:

He stated he was embloyed at Rompage Harduware,
5542 Holljuood Boulevard, Los Angeles, California, during
the period of October, 1“00 and the first two weeks of ;
November, 1966. He. stated this employment was pwrt time -
and. he worked approximately twan ty hours per wvieek. - He
stated he was ennWOJed as a stock clexk and made aellverles
but did very little selllnOr '

: SHEIDRICK observed a Dho o~raph deplctlno a nalr .
of eight inch duck-billed pliers bearing a Rompage Hardware
label on one handle. He stated he recovnlved tae label
‘but he could not specifically recall as having seen the ,
- pliers while emplOJed at Rompage Hardware. He stated that
the label bore the legend of the month by number and the”
last ‘digit of thc year in which it was placed in stock for-’
sale, the name Rompage Hardware and the price. SHELDRICX
" then stated while employed at Rompage Hardware he affixed
such labels to merchandise. SH:LDRICK stated he has no-
recollection of ever having sold a pair of eight inch duck-~
billed pliers and he did not purchase. any tools for his per-
. sonal use whlle erployed there. I , :

On h/11/58 at LOS Angeles,>0 1ifornia Fﬂe;Los Angeles LU~ TSTL

SA BILLY DALE HJB_J.RD and \ o
by ___SA THEODORE J. A'HRARW TIA/DMD__ Date dictated : l.t/11/08
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DONALD M. CALDWELL, 191 South Commohwealth Street,
Los Angeles, California, furqished the following information:

) CALDWELL, was an employee of Rompaze Hardware, 5542 .
Hollywood Boulevard, Hollywood, California, from December, -
1966, until January, 1967. During that time, CALDWELL 4id not
sell a pair of duck-billed pliers to anyone. ST

SR

& k
on _14/9/68 at _Los Angeles, California pye 4 __Los Angeles &{!—1572
 'SA's WILLIAM J. SLICKS and » S '
by WILLIAM S. BURTON/ceg : " Date dictated 'lL/15/68
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HOWARD JOHN KELLEHER, 5305 Greenbush Street, Van Vuys,
California, was interviewed at 255 South Beverly Drive, o
Beverly Hllls, California, and furﬂlsned ‘the Pollow1ng 1nformau10n'

" KELLEHER worked as a floor salesman at Romya HardWare,"
5542 Hollywood Boulevard, Hollywood, Ca lifo;nla, from dunuary,’
1967, through June, 1967. KELLEHER does. not recall nav1ng son
a set of duck-billed pliers to anyone durlno tnat period., =

it

On 4/9/68 at Beverly Hills, California pje # _ LoS Angeles 4l.157L

 SA's WILLIAM J. SLICKS and o L
by WILLIAM S. BURTON/cag . et dictated — 14/15/68
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your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. . o .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



© FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-83)

@ o=l sureau oF mwvesTicAT@

i

Date 4/15/68

STFVEV HENDRIKS, 10901 Markleim Avenue,
Granada Hills, lwfoLnLa, stock boy, Rompage Hardware
Company, 5542 H011onod Boulevard, Los Angeles,
California,was interviewed and ;uranned the follow1nv
information:

He is employed in the stock room of Rompage
and is unfamilisr with a pair of duck-billed pliers that
vere exhibited to him in a colored photograph and had no.~ .
recollection of any 1nQ1V1dual wno may have purchasea S
such an item. -

,‘{‘

L\

On

1./8/68 Los Angeles, California 1.0 Aﬁgeles nho157h

at File #

. SA G J ’OORZHF“ - ’ : . B
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Date 4/15{68

- ALIAN OSBO?N“ 2938 Rowena, ILos Angeles, . .
Californla, sales clerk Rompage®Hardware Company, 542“.1
Hollywood Boulevard, _Los Angeles, ‘California, .was o
1nterv1ewed and furnlsned »he folloalng 1nformatlonf“"

“He has been emo1oyed at Romnave for one week
and is not familiar with a pair of. uucm-bllﬁed ollers
that was. exhibited to him in a colored photograph and
had no recollection of ny 1nd1v1aual Who may have o L e
purchased such an 1uem. Ll e ST T

. ./

On__ 4/8/68 o _Los Angeles, California - mij # _Los Angeles Ll4-157L
' SA G, J. MOOREHEED = - S
by _...SA GIILBERT G, EICJI\..uI\I/GJIﬂ/myw " Date dictated —_ 1/12/68

This documen_t contz}ins neither rccommendatloq:a nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to -~
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. BN . R C-
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Date ________1/11/68

DEAN WHITMORE, 2411 1 nltmaﬂ Place, Los AnreWes,
California, was dintervicwed at his place of emblovmenu,
National Broadcasting Company (NBC) Television, Burbank,
California, and furnlsned the following 1n¢orraulon._

A photograph de victing a pair of el“hu inch.
- duck-billed pliers beurwng the label Romna"e Hurahare on
one handle was shoun to My, WHITMORE. After reviewing the

photograph he stated he recognized the pliers as similar to

& pair he purchased fronm nonoage Hardware on Hollywcod
Boulevard,. Los Anﬁeles, California.  He continued he has

a charge account at Rompage Hardware and generally purcnases
hardware items fron this store. He stated he could not
specifically say when he purcbasea the pliers but believed =
it was sometime after he returned to Los Angeles from Europe.
and New York City in April, 067 ‘where he had d;rected several
television shows. .

My, WHITMORE went-to his automobile in the company
of interviewing agents and examined a tool box he had in the
trunk of his wehicle. He displayed to agents a pair of pllevs
he stated he rad purchased at Rompage Hardware. .

The pliers ownod bv M, IHITHORE appeared to be
identical to the pliers in the photograph but the Rompage
Hardware label had been removed. On one handle of the p11efs
there appeared to be residue of cellophane tape at a similar
location as the Rompage Hardware label on the pliers in the
photograph. ' ' '

"My, WHITHORE stated that as a matter of pfacblce he
removeQ the Jabels from items he purchases prior to using them.

8]
()

on —L/Q/68 at Burbank, Californis . File # Los _Angeles Mh-1574
SA BILLY DAIE HUBBARD and

by _ SA THRODORE _J._A!FERARM TJA fand Date dictatc& b1 /68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 1t is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. - .
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" Date L/15/68

Dr. MAURICE SZIDERMAN, 3306 Derondo Drive,

Los Angeles, Callforn ia, was lnuerV1ewed and. adv13cd as
followe- _ - : o .

- He purchased a pair of duck-billed pliers some- o
time in 1967 such as exhibited to him.in-a colored Dq0tograpa.-'
He showed the 1nterv1eW1ng agents the pawr “that he had
purchased and it still bore the Romoawe ]abel and was -
31m11af to the one 1n tne onotograbh

21

On L/10/68  at _los Ang e‘le‘s,_Ca"L ifornia _File # _Ios Angeles 441570

S4 G, J. MOOREHEAD |
by _SA pTIBERT G, BEN 3“«'T1\'/('J, Ly

T

,E;ate dictated 4/1%/_68

This document contf_xins neither recom:ncndatxor}s nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 31 and is loam.ed to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed ouiside your agency.
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F. B, JACR UART, 11830 Palms Boulevard, Los
Angeles, California, Sua@e Manager, - Jdohn Urie and

Associates, 5831 Sunset Boulevard ‘Los Angeles, -California, =

was 1nterv1eved and furnished nﬁ ;olloW1nv 1n10rmat10n-

, He has made plier purchases. at Rompage Hardware
Company , -5542 Hollywood Boulevard, -Los Angeleés, California,
but has never purchased a pair of. duck—Oﬂlled pliers such
as exhibited te hﬂﬂ in a colored 0hotogfapn. -

On

by

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclu:;lons of the FRBI.

h/11/68 . lLos Angeles, Califorpia F“e#rLos Angeles 44.-1574

)

SA G. J, MOOREEEAD S : s
SA GIIBERT G, BENJ -‘”I\r/cm/qu - Date dictated /15,68

your agency; it and its contents are not (o be distributed outside your agency.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

It 13 the property of the FBI and is loaned to



+ FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64}

QDERAL BUREAU OF ENVEST]GAT‘

| ned

‘ Date ‘ 4/15/68 '

EVERETT RUTLMDGE 1855 Noruh Kingsley Drive,
Los Angeles, Callfornla, manager of the Casa Laguna -
Apartuents. located at this’ address, was 1ntervmewed and
furnished the following 1nformat10n° ' oo

. He has made sever 1 purchases at Romoace Hardware
Company, 5542 hollywood Boulevard; Los Angéles; Calwfornla,
including a pair of pliers.. He stated that he never -
purchased duck-billed plﬂers such as exhlolted to him in
a colored photograpn, /

'y
P
4.

3

on  1/10/68 ., TLos Angeles, California .. . Tos Angeles U4-1574

1

SA G. J. MOOREHEAD ‘
4/12/68

by . SA GILBERT G. BENJAWIN/GJIM/myw

Date dictated
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Date 4/15/68

ERNEST ZAZZARO, malntenance man, BOJS' Club of
Hollywood, Incorporated, 5619 De Longpre Avenue, Los Angeles,
CalllOfnla, was interviewed and advised as follows‘

He has made Durcnases at Rompage Harcware Vompany,~
5542 Hollywood Boulevard, Los Angeles, California, including.
pllers, however, he has never purchased duck- billed Dllers
sucn as exnhipited to him 1n a colored pnotograpa.-i

24

On L/9/68 _at _Los Angeles, California pile # _Los Angeles 44-1574

SA G. J. MOOREHEAD : : .
by .S& GTIBERT G, BENJIANIN/GJINM/myw . Date dictated 4/12/68
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=

. DAVID STALEY, 440 Devonshire, was. interviewed in-
comection with his prior employmént at Rompage Haraware,“

5542 Hollywood Boulevard, Los Angeles, Californla. He -

related the following 1n;0rmatlon : R

He is presently.a senior at San Fernando Valley State

College in the Northridge area of Los Angeles, where he is _
majoring in Business Administration. .-At the time of his employ-
ment ‘at Rompage Hardware, he was also a student at the above.
school.  He began working. for Rompage Hardware in the stockroom, -
because of his lack of knowledge regarding the hardware business.,
The employment was on an as needed basis and began about two
weeks before Christmas 1967. He explained that he worked possibly -
five to eight hours a week after school during the first week of
employment and during the week immediately preceding Christmas,
-when school was out for Christmas holiday, he worked only as he

~ was needed. This amounted to thirty hours of work for that
particular week. Since Christmas 1967, he has worked very llttWe,
since apparently the needs of the company do not require his
services. He has not worked .at all at Rompage Haraware for tneA
last one and one-hall to two months. :

During all of his employment at Rompage Pardware,
almost all of his time has been spent in the stockroom. Only-
at- times> when walking through the store, has he been asked by
customers the 1ocau10n of various items. He does not recall
ever being asked by any customer or anyone else, the location

- of any pliers of any description. He did not purchase any pliers:.

while employed at Rompage Hardware, and knows of no one who did
purchase a pair of duckbill pliers, 8" (eight 1ncnes) in length.

STALE ivised that he is 22 years of age, and was
born in Hollywood, California.

-
™\

[

On —4/11/68 ot Glendale, California  File # Los Angeles UU4-1574
.. SA*s JAMES R. PACE and - S ‘
by~ RICHARD .J. RAVSA/JIRP/sjg Date dictated X/11/68

This docu-:gien't contqins neither recommendatior}s nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. . :
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INVESTIGATION TO TRACE THE
LAUNDRY MARKS FOUND ON UNDERWEAR -
ABANDONED NEAR THE -SCENE OF

THE SHOOTING OF DR; KING

The Albany Office of the FBI advised on April 8,
’ 1968 that a suitcase abandoned in the vicinity of the shoot -
ing of Dr. KING on April 4, 1968, contained a white T-shirt
and multi-colored pair of under shorts, both of which bore
laundry marks on red tape with black letters believed to be
the Thermo Seal type manufactured by the Textile Marking
Machlne Company, Inc., Syracuse, New York. The tape was

%+ inch wide and 1 1/16 inches long, and it bears letters and

. numbers O2B-6.

Officials of the Textile Marking Machine Company,
Syracuse, advised that the type of machine making this tape
wes unusual in that the first two characters were 15 point -
" type and the last three characters were 18 point type, with
the middle character being narrow rather than regular type.

Among tnose machines sold by the Textile Marking
Machine Company which could have produced instant tape was
- model RHS5K1, serial No, 3145, so0ld to Delite Launary, 1607
Brooklyn Avenue, Los Angeles, Callfornla.

DAVID L. SIHMON adv1sed on April 10, 1968, that
he was the. former owner of the Delite Laundry Comoany, 1607
Brooklyn Avenue, Los Angeles. SIMON is presently associated
with the Supreme Laundry, 623 Towne Avenue, Los Angeles. He
stated that the Delite Laundry Company went out of business
in July of 1963 and that he could not recall what happened
to the Thermo Seal machines when the company went out of
business.
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1 Date )4/ 12/ 68

. Mrs. ILUCY PINELA, Manager, Home Service Laundry
and Dry Cleaning, 5280 Hollywood Boulevard, advised the. )

~laundry uses a Thermo Seal marking machine manufactured by =
the Textile Marking Machine Company, Syracuse, New York. '

~ _The serial number on this machine is 31454 and the model
numbeyr is RH-5K 1. She said the machine was not new when
purchased and she believes it was purchased some time =~
in February, 1968, through MAURY M, DATER and Associates,
8hl South La Brea, and the salesman was OSCAR BURKE. -

© PINELA checked available laundry mark recoxds and advised

. that she could not locate a record of 0 2 B-6, .She stated

- this number would have been used sometime gfter mid~-February,
1968. She said she recently took over management of the '
laundry from JEROME W, VERNON, who went bankrupt and has
‘disappeared. She said she took over operation of the

. business on about March 24, 1968, and VERNON was last
seen about that time at thz laundry. PINELA furnished
samples from the thexrmo seal marking machine using the

" numbers and letters, O 2 B-6, on red colorsd tape. She
noted that the machine was defective and parts of the BN
first letter O were cut off from the left side of the tape. -

" PINELA advised there were letters unopened, which were
delivered to. VERNON at this address from the Allstate
Insurance Company and Crocker Citizens National Bank, B
PINELA advised she was-sure that the records which containsd
the laundry mark O 2 B-6 were in the possession of VERNON.
She described VERNON as follows: ' BN

Sex ‘ “Male
Race : White
Height : About 519" .
Weight : Unknown, husky build, wears
' about a size 42-4L undershirt
Age 37 | : -
Hair Full head of hair, prematurely
greying, sometimes silvered
. for uniformity
Pecularities Handsome man.

2T
DRI
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On at : File # :
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. Date | 4/12/68 |

1l

Mrs. LUCY PINELA.. Hanager, HOme Serv1ce Laundry,_‘v
5280 Hollywood Boulevard, advised that the laundry marking
machine located 1n thz 1aundry is a Therwo Seal model made
by the Textile Marking Machine Counanﬂ inc., Syfacuse, New
York, and its serial number is No. 145k, e

PINBELA’ stated that the tapes uséd in the above .
machine were purchased by JAY VERWON after he took over the
operation of the 1auqdry in January of 1968. She said that -
the tapes currently at the store were the same ones that VERNO
had originally purchased. She said that VERNON probably '

purchased the tapes at the Hollywood Supply Company, 7362

Santa lMonica Boulevard in Los Angeles, but might have ..
purchased it at the John P, Lynch Company, 7317 Paramount

- Boulevard, or the Calusa Chemical Company, 801 East Macy,

o8 Angeles, CglliOfnla, because he has dealt with all
three places 1n the pQSo. . .

The above»menuloned tapes were examined and the
following numbers wera observed on the inside of the roll:

Red tape, No. L379 :5L73 Red tapc, No. L379 (last three
figures 1ndlst1nCu;,

White tape 4379.533; Yellow ‘tape, '11-379.5 _ (Lest two figures
indistinctj; ‘

White tape, L379.5H7; Blue tape, &379 5H7

PINELAA advised tpau the ink on tha above machine
was very heavy and blurred on the tapes for the first week.of
operation and then it cleared up and was normal. .

She advised that JAY VERNOW took over operation of
the Home Service Laundry qnd‘Dry Cleaning Store, on January 15,
1968, VERION had entered into an escrow agreement to
purchase the business from MAURICE HOWARD, “the owner, HOWARD
owned the business from approximately, September, 1966, to

On

by

This document contains neither recomme 1d'mons nog couclu»tons of the FRI.
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed ouiside your ageney.
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January 15, 1968. For some unknown reason the sale was . .
not completed. VERIOH brought Thermo Seal marking mechine, .
serial number 31USL into the store in early February, .

1958. During the first week of operation there was too

much ink being printed on the laundry mark tabs and most o
vere quite blurred. PINELA advised her salary is currently
being paid by LOUIS -PUTERMAN, 340 North Martell, Los '
Angeles. : ; : :

1 e e s, S e R, e £ T i oo

7 B . i r
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1 - o ate _4/13/68

' 1UCY PINELA, Manager of the Home Service Laundry
and Dry Cleaning, 5280 Hollywood Boulevard, Los Angeles, .
advised SAs FRARCLQ G. KAHL and DENNIS C,. LE MAQTER,’after‘
observing a color pnoco of the shorts and T shirt found in
connection with this case, that she believed the shorts :
mights belong, or were the same type, to a former emnloyee
known only to her as JIM (last name unknown) or "Uncle"

She said JIM worked at the laundry for a period of abouu
one month during February and March 1968. She:said JIM
was ‘a personal friend -of J. W, VERNON, and was. formerly
employed by a garbare disposal firm, name unknown She
believed JIM was a former memper of the U. S. Armed Forces,
branch unknoun. She descr ibed JIM as follows:

“Sex Male

Race - Cauvcasian

Age About 35

Height About 612"

Weight ' About 200 pounds

Hair * Dark browm : .
. Eyes Grey, frequently wore sun-

" glasses with heavy dark frames

She commented the ohoto on hig. drivers license
showed him with a large, full beard, which he did not have
vihile vorking at the lJaundry. .JIM had a girlfriend named
DONNA (last name unknown), who was also a former employea.'
at the laundry., JIM had no car. :

She advised there were no employment records left
at the laundéry with which to further identify the former .
employees, since VERENON paid employees in cash and kept no
payroll records of which .she knew. B )

PINELA stated she last saw VERNON on March 27,
1968 at about 9:00 A,M. at the laundry. He gave no indi-
cation concerning his future plans. She advised VERNON had
a girlfriend, DIAVE WALL, who lives in Pasadena, exact
address unknown. ‘ |

On 4/10/68 ., Los Angeles, California  pj, 4 LOs Angeles U4-1574

SAs PRANCIS G. KAHL

by _ DENNIS C. LE NASTER/SUK/vih Date dictated —1/13/68
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 PINELA advised she nevef saw VERNON or JIM in
the possession of any typé of gun. Shé said a large box of
tools belonolng to VERNON are now-missing from the 1aundry.
She advised she had the home.address of DIANE WALL-at her *
residence, and would make this information’ available later..
in the dey. PINELA's home telephone number is 748 4200
and she would be home between 0:30 and 8.JO P.M.

Concern1n6 tnn placement of the laundry marks on
.the garments in the. photo, she advised this is where their
laundry would place thermosseals to inalcate that tho
clothlng was not to be st fcned : .

While MlSS PINZLA was COOperatxve, she sald it
would be difficult at this time to fully answer questions’
because of the continucus traffic of customers in and out
of the store, requlrwno her attenulon

PINELA lurnnsned ﬂddltional tnermo seal sampleqf
on cloth during thils interview. .

- Rad
’_'.
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L S Date _14/12/68

ESTHER NIETO, 801 ‘West 23rd Street, Aoar’cmont 104,
Los Angeles, Callfornla, was interviewed at. 5280 Hollywood.
Boulevard, Hollywood, California, advised she was employed
by Home Service Laundry and Dry Cleaning, 5280 Hollywood
Boulevard, A ‘

Mrs. NIETO observed an’ elght 1nch by eleven. 1nch'
color photo of one Jockey Power Xnit tee shirt, size L2-U
with attached laundry mark "o 2 B-6" and one pair of white
‘brown ana gray patterned -under —shorts with laundry mark o
Mo2B-6". 7 Mrs, NIETO advised that she could positively say
that tna 1aundry in the photograph had been marked at Home
Taundry by the Thermo Seal marking machine at the laundry
because of the manner in which the first digit zero is - :
partially cut off and also because that most cleaners put the.
.laundry mark on the inside of the underwear and that at
Home Laundry the mark is put on the outside of the undernear
shorts, as is shown in the photograph. '

Mrs. NIETO stated that she was the only person in
the shop who ran the marking machine and that she believed
she had marked the laundry in question. Mrs. NIETO could ~
not remember marking the specific piece of underuear shoun,
in the photograph or to whom the laundry belonged, MNrs.
NIETO stated that she had begun work at the Home Laundry
about the last week of February and started running the
marking mechine on March 4, 1968, Mrs. NIETO stated that ,
the 1aundry in question would have had to be marked betyeen
March 4, 1968 and March 18, 1968, because after March 18,
she no longen put the Waundry 1ark on underueqr or items
of that nature but only on shirts.

_ Mrs. NIETO also advised that while JERRY VERNON
~operated the laundry she believed that he had rented an
apartment above the laundry establishment,

2

on_ /11768 Hollywood, California F}Lgs Angeles hl~1574\
SA RICHARD H, ROSS, SA TFRANCIS G, KAHL and ' S
SA JOHN W, UrL\L}:.Y/RnR/d\,y L /12 /68
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Date - 1/12/68

Mrs. LUCY PINETLA, Manaﬁer, Home Service Laundry
and Dry Cleaning, 5280 Hollyﬂood Boulevard, advised that
E. GALT has been a customer for at least four or five.
months., She advised that she does not. know the first
name or address of GALT or where he might be employed.
She stated she last observed GALT in the laundry.sometime
during Februsry, 1968, She advised that GALT usually .
brought in dress- tJDe shirts with wide button down collars
and never brought in Wofﬁutjoe ‘clothes. She advised that ‘
sometime during February, 1958, some of GALT's dress shirts
were lost and she does not recall if they wvere ever recovered.
She descrlopd GALT as follovs ,

Sex- Mele
Race : White _
Height . About 6 feet
Weight : " About 1560 pounds
Heir . ' Light brown, crew cut
Complexion Fair :
Pecularities - Nose, well formed, on the
- - narrow side ' B
Age . '35 to 40 years
33
On 4/12/68 . Los Angeles, California File#Los Angeles LL.157h
SA TFRANCIS G, KAHL and : :
by . SA RICHARD H, ROSS 7d1p , o h/32/68
y Date dictated
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Date 4/1 14/68

JEROME WALLIS VERNON, also known as Jay hall s
Vernon, 1246 Woodbury Court, Apartment B, was interviewed
and furnished the following information:

VERNON adv1sed that he has been" employed by
Lockheed Air Craft Company, Ontario, California since
"April 3, 1968 and exhibited to the interviewing Agents nis
identification card from Lockheed, whlcn showed the date
April 3, 1968. : ‘

VERNON advised that he operated the Home~ Service
Laundry and Dry Cleaning Company, 5280 Hollywood Boulevard,
Los Angeles, from January 16, 1968 to March 23, 1968. He
stated that a man by the name. of GALT was a regular customer
at the laundry and he believed that he came in each Saturday
afternoon: -He first saw GALT on Saturday, January 20, 1968,
and the last he recalled seeing him was on March 16, 1068
VERNON stated that it was his opinion that GALT always came
into the store on Saturday afternoon, left a bundle of laundry .
which usvally consisted of underwear, T-shirts, and dress shirts,
and then would pick up the finished laundry the following
Saturday. That is, he would leave a bundle and pick up ¥hat
previously had been washed from the previous Saturday. .

VERNON was shown a photograph of the T-shirt and
shorts, which were recovered in Mempohis, and he believed
that they were similar to the ones that were brought in by
GALT. He felt that the size of the T-shirt would be that
which would have been worn by GALT. VERNON stated that he
could not state for sure whether or not the two pieces of
underwear belonged to GALT. '

VERNON identif 1ed the laundry marking on the
underwear in the phOuograpn as being similar to the mark
used at his laundry.

VERNON does not know GALT by his first name; however,
entries in the laundry book, which. were obtained frow VERNCN
indicate that GALT's first name was given to the laundry as

i

o~
< q
W

On _L/12/68 at Upland, California File # LOS Angeles M4;1574
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VERIIOH. stated that GALT uqaal y wore bermuda shorts,
a sport shirt witb 2 T-shirt unde e ?tn wnen he came into the

‘store. He sald that GALT never wore glasses nor did he ever
observe him to have unDLasses in nvs possession. VERNOM

could not determine wi
never observed GALT d
GALT inanyother locr
furnished an addres

at the laundry.

2t kind of foct wear GALT wore. He
iving a vehicle nor did he ever see

ion other than the laundry.® GALT never
o VERNON or any of the other employees

VERNON described GALT as follows:

speech
fron
accent.

by the
on e

Sex Male

Race White =

Age 40 - 45 years of age
Height 519" ,

Weight 180 - 190 pounds
Hair ' Graying dark brown which

was cut ne t, somewhat like
a bushy f1 actop Wwith a wide
forehead. o :

VERNON never noticed anytning unusuval about GALT's
and stated that he uou*g assume +Oab GALT would come
the California area, as he had no noticeable regional

Py

VERNON was exhibited the two cemposites furnished

au, and he stated that the eyes, nose, and chin
mposite from Mempnls should be placed on the composite
¢ham and that this would be‘a good likeness of GALT.

£
= Q0

lauvndry
$20 denominations. GALT
he worked or anyother information

d that GALT al yays paid for his
n the 410 and
RWOH where

(8

Ly

e i e . b Tt
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Date ____U/14/68

[

. JEROME WALLISVVERNON waé reinterviewed at the
Los Angeles Office of the FBI, and he furnished the following
1nformatlon' ‘ . ' - '

'~ VERNON amended hlS prev;ous descrwotion of - GALT
as being between 25 - 30 years of age, and aporoxwmately -
160 pounds. He never wore bermuda shorts as he had indicated
in the previous interview stating he was confused with another
customer. He now recalls that GALT's dress was unusual in
that it was not the California style. He could not place the
clothing in any particular part of the country or from any :
foreign country, but did think it looked more like that of the
English style. VERNON stated that after thinking over his. N
knowledge of GALT, he now feels tnat GALT had a slight educated
Southern accent, :

‘ VERNON advised that he could not elaborate on the
wearing apparel of GALT. He had never noticed any type of
jewelry which he might have worn nor did he ever engage in
a conversation with GALT in which he could have learned any-
thing of his background. -~ ~ ‘

AL tﬂlS interview VERNON was shcVin a composite
which was made. up of the two composites ‘from the description
wnich he had prev1ouslv furnished, and he stated this was
not a true likeness. . He tbereupon took the forehead of the
Birmingham composite and placed it on the one from Memphis
and indlcated that this how looked like GALT.as he recalled
him. .

VERNON advised:that he could. furnish no additonal
‘information concerning GALT.

K2
On _4/13/68 at Los Angeles FBI Headquartemfe # Tas Anceles Ml 1574
. SA LEROY W. SHEETS and '
by SA G. J. MOOREBHEAD/LUS/ecv ' Date dictated 4 /14 /68
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Date

Mrs. LUCY PTMELA, manager, Home Service Laundfy__.'
and Dry Cleaning, 5280 Hollywood Boulevard, Hollywood, .
California, furnished the following list of employees.

Persons currently employed: -

ESTHER NIETO -
ESTHER FERWANDEZ .
OLIVER HOLLOWAY
1UCY PIRELA

) Mrs. PINELA advised that no records were kept of .
past employeses but since February 1, 1968, she could remember
the following persons employeed at the laundry. - E :

g P £ ‘

GLORTA SOTO .
ROSE SAMANTEGO :
AUDREY BENTLEY or BENTLY
IUZ CHACON \
SAMERA (IAU)

HENRY BUSTOS

DOROTHY KNIGHT

KATHLINE WESTBROOK .
DOROTHY HARRIS

BERTHA (INU)

Mrs. PINELA advised that from about January 16,
1968, the following persons wers also employed: .

J. VERNOM

DIATNE WALL ‘

DONNA (I3U) '
JIM {INU) aka, Uncle, "Unk"

37
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¢ e - R 111 \ v .
SA RICHARD H, ROSS, SA FRANCIS G, KAHL & D
SA JOHM W, WHALEY/R¥R/dey : . 4 /12/68
by : Datec dictated

This dncument comtains noither reconmendations nor lusions i ) : [ i
Incument € ns no rommend: conciusions of the FBL. It is the property of the FBI and is loancd
your ugency; it and s contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. o ' o

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-564)

Item

Item
Iten
Item

: Ifem
Ttem

Item'

Item
Item
Item
Item
Ttem

Item

1tem

No;

No.
No.
No.

No.

YNo.
No.

N oW &F W N

SERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAT!OP |

Date ___14/12/68

Records of the Home Service Laundry and Dry

Cleaning, 5280 Hollywood Boulevard, were inspected in the
presence of LOUIS PUTERMAN. The follow1ng records were
located'

No. 8

No.

No.~

No.
No.

No.

No.

10

11
12

13

-. with the name, E, GALT.
- Cleaning Invoice No. 5949, whlte copy s dated

Cleaning Tnvoice No. 7418, white copy,

dated March 11, 1968, customer E. GALT;
articles to be cleandd two pants, blue ‘and
brown. i
Yellow copy of Cleaning Invoice No. 7418
with sawe information as Item No. 1.. . ..
Pink copies of Cleaning Invoices Numbers
7417, TEI8, Th419. :
Cash register tape, dated March lh 1968 -
Thursday, in total amount of $83. 26, o
University Notebook, with customers names.
Laundry list, upper portion only, number 2646

February 23, 1968, customer GALT° article
to be cleaned onepant.

Pink copies of (leaning Invoices numbers

5948, 5949, 5950.
Laundry list, upper portlon only, number 1939,
with the name, E. GALT, and mark GALT. A
Laundry 1list number 2311, with the name GALT,

“and marks GALT,
‘Laundry list number 2246, with. the name E,

GALT

Cleaning Tnvoice No. 5697, dhlte copy, dated
January 23, 1968, customer E. GALT; articles

to be cleaned one sport coat, one slack

Cleaning Invoice number 8455, yellow copy,
dated February 8, 1968, customer GAULT; articles
to be cleaned one palr pante, two ties.

Cleaning Invoice No. 5589, white copy, dated
January 16, 1968, customer E. GALT; articles

to be cleaned one tie, one pair blue slacks.

on__ h/12/68
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