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, ~ ~EDERAL IUREAU OF INVE.TIGATION 

REPORTING OFFICE 

I 
OFFICE OF ORIGIN OATS' 

I 
INVE:STIGATl,;:.,E PERIOD 

MEMPHIS 4/17/68 April 4-16, 1968 
TITLE OF CASE REPORT MADE ~y 

l
~'W§~ev_ 

SYNOPSIS: 

APPROVE:D 

UNSUB; aka 
Ewi~ Stawvo Galt, 
Hawvey Lowm@yelr 9 

.JJ Ohfill Wt 11 awd. ; 
DR~ MAR~IN Lmr'HER KING, 
VJICTIM 

SA JOE C& HESTER ,JnS1 ra,1 
CHARACTER OF CASE 

CIVIL RIGHTS 

- p -

En view of the larg@ volume of correspondence in this case, 
Tho att~mpt ha~ been made to reference any particular communi-
cation. 

E®~ause of the urge~~Y of this matter, leads for 
other office~ are being set out by telephone or teletype, 
and it would ~®rve no purpose to fflet out leads for other offices 
in thi$ r@pri:»w'lt & 

Th~ ifillformation included in this report has been 
~aw@fully reviewed, and negative interviews have been eliminated 
whe~eve~ it was believed possible to do so without giving the 
appeawamce that less than a complete and .thorough investigation 
wa~ <eol!'!l<rl!u<et\8ld • · 

A copy of this repo~t has not been designated for 

PECIAl. AGE;NT 
IN CHARGE CO NOT WRITE IN SPACE;S BELOW 

COPlES MADE: 5 _ ure 
3 - Atl 
3 - Bi i!!llgham. 
3 - JI <ek~Ofill 
3 = oo A!!llge lies 
3 - Mobil@ 
Jl - New O:ir l@airus 
(!J= St. Louil!!I 

5 - Memphis (44-1987) 

- A -
COVER PAGE 

PROPERTY OF FBI.-This report is loaned to you by the FBI, and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed oufaide the agency to which l9aned. 
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the USAp Western Bistrict of Tenne5$e~, Memphis, Tennessee, 
but extra copi~s are being maintai~e~ in the Memphis•office 
and will be made a,vailable to the USA when so directed by 
the Bureau. 

LEAD: 

THE MEMPHIS OFFICE: 

Subject. 

AT MEMPHIS 2 TE~~~~~E : 

Will continue efforts to identify the Unknown 

- B* -
COVER PAGE 
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Report of': 
Date: 

File Nu.mberz 

Title: 

~ 

• • UNITED STATES. DEPARTMENT -O"F· JUSTICE - , . ' 

FEDERAL BUREAU: OF INYSSTIGATION 

'SA JOE C. BESTER 
4(17/68 

ME 44-1987 

UNKNOWN SUBJECT, 
also known as 
Eric Starvo Galt, 
Harvey Lowmeyer, 
John Willard; 

Office: MEMPHIS 

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM 
Character: CIVIL RIGHTS 
Synopsis: At about 6 :OO PM on 4/4/68, while standing on kcond . 

floor balcony outside room. 306 of the Lorraine M~i~ 406 
ulberry· Street 9 Memphis enn , victim was struck in.:· 

:rrigh side of face· y a single bullet:. Autopsy report ind:f­
cated that "the severing of the spinal cord at this level 
and to this extent was a wound that wa fatal very shortly 
after its occurren<ee." This investt .. tion, predicated 
upon a specific request from the orney General oft~!~ 
UoS.,, disclosed fatal shot was f ed ·fJ-Om 'the bathro,Qm1t,of ' 
a rooming house located at 422½ S. Main Street, Memphis, . 
whffi batffiroom wai located at the rear of the rooming . -
house, and which had a window overlooking the Lorrai:ne Mote\. 
(Crime scene diagram included in details.) On afternoon of 
4/4/68, Un.known Subject rented room 5-B at 422½ S. Main 
Street and paid one weeks rent. After hearing rifle shot 
at about 6:00 PM on 4/4/68, other tenants in rooming house. 
observe~nknown Subject flee frQDl rooming house carrying .. a . 
large p kage which was subsequently abandoned by him on V 
sidewa 'in front of ~anil;l§ Amusement CQDlpany, 42~ s. Main 
Str.eet fro~ which place h~. was observed to flee in a whi . 
~. Found abandoned in front of 424 S ~ Main Str~t? .· · 
was ~_9-06 Remington model 760 rifle, ser:tal number 46~ . 
a small plastic suitcase containing numer-ous articles, 
undershorts, a tee shirt, binoculars, a~d ~,brown and green 
bedspread in which all of these items wer~f<p~rt ially wrapped. 
Investigation at motels in the vic.t,nt ty, of Memphis, Tenness~~, 
to locate an individual driving a•w:f,iite Mustang, disclosed· 

Tltis document contains nelfliet recommendations nor conclusions oh1ny)cind, It' is tb• pri>perfy of-tl,e FBI, anti Is a laan to your agencv, 
it and/or its contents are not fo -&e dist,i&11ted 011tsiele youi- ogency. 16-746116-l GPO 
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that BRIC T 2608 Highland Avenue, Birmingham, 
Alabama, - a spent the night of 4/3/68, at the Re~l Motel,,, 
3466 Lamar lvenue, Memphis, Tennessee, and was driving 
a Mustang with Alabama license 1-38993. Investigation 
dtsclosed binoculars abandoned by Unknown Subject were 
purchased afternoon of 4/4/68, from RALPH M. CARPBNTBR, 
salesman, York Arms 'Company, Memphis. Gilletteshaving 
kit abandoned by Unknown Subject determined to have been 
purchased Olive~ Rexall Drug Store, Whitehaven, Tennessee. 
Autopsy findings set out. IN VIEW OF THE CRIME FOR WHICH UNSUB 
BEING SOUGHT, RI SHOULD BB coks!:mntlb Ait~D AND DANGEROUS., 

,_ 

'

,I,.,','_-_;_ ·1_:;~ ,.!·~ 
, "t ;~ 
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This investigatio~ W$S predicated upon receipt 
of a specific request from the Attorney General of the 
United States on the night. of April 4, 1968, that the Federal 
Bareau of Investigation conduct aD investigation int9 the 
murder of" Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., at Memphis, Tennessee, 
on that date. 
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• 

set forth @n the four pages which folln.is 
illustrative material whieh relates to the general-area 
of· the.crime seene and particularly to the rooming 
house at 422½ S~uth Main Street (where the Unknown 
Subject occupied R@@m 5-B and from whieh rooming house 
the shot was fired) and Canipe Amusement Company, 424 
South Main Street (in fr@nt of which numerous items 
were found and which were reported;1y dropped or thrown 

· down by the Unknown Subje~t as he ran south on the east 
side-of Main Street)o The illustrative material is as 
follows:· 

1) A plan view diagram of the crime 
scene area 

2) A composite phot~graphic front view 
of· the east side cf 410-424 south Main Street 

3) A floor pla~ diagram of a rooming house 
lGcated on the second .·floor of two 
separate buildings ~ver 418-424 South 

.•.,t, 

: ···.~· . ' 
,·.•:; 

. 'I. 

4). ~;i~}:~;;;~:~:~~~~~;~:~ .. ,;~\itt~1ti 
where Unknown ~ubject purchased_ binocul-rs 

1
which were later recovered; 0live~ Rexall 
'Drug Store, wher~ the Unknown Subject had 
•'purchased a shaving kit which was: later :·'.::.:-:.::·. 

, ·- , .. ~ . ; , . . : ., . 
recovered; and the Rebel Motel, where the :, ,::,.•·:· · , .... 
Unknowtt Subject was registered ,o.n the ni~bt, ·;.: \/•.;: · 
of April 3j. 1968, under the name ERIC s. · · •:.·,·:>,:·,, "m. ·. 
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• F'D-302 (Rev, 4-1 S-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date _--eA=p,_r_i_l_S...L,_1_9_68~-

·Mrs. BESSIE RUTH BREWER, Resident Manager, rooming 
house located at 422½ South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, 
was interviewed at Central Police Headquarters, Memphis, 
Tennessee,.Police Department, at which time -she furnished 
the following information: 

·eetween 3:00 P.M. and 3:30 P.M. on April 4, 1968, 
a white male knocked on the door of the second floor of the 
rooming house and asked Mrs. BREWER if she had a room. She 
replied yes, and this individual then asked if he could see 
it •. Mrso BREWER showed him Room- No. 8, which is located in 
the southwest part.of the building, and the individual put ~is 
head into the .doorway and after looking, stated that this. 
·would not be satisfactory as he did not need a stove and 
refrigerator but only wanted a sleepi~g roo~~ Mrs. BREWER 
then showed this individual Room 5-B, and he put his head in 
the doorway of this room and said it would be fine. At this 
point the individual asked where the bathroom facilities were 
located, and she ppinted to the bathroom located in the 
northeast portion of the hallway which is located in the same 
hallway as Room 5-e·. She and this indi'vidual then .returned 
to her office. The individual stated that his name was JOijN 
WILLARD and that he wanted a sleeping ·room for one week. 

WILLARD then asked her how much the room rent would 
be for one week, and Mrs4 BREWER replied $8.50. WILLARD then 
put his hand into his right trou~er pocket ~nd withdrew a 
twenty dollar bill and two quarters a11-d handed t.he money to .. 
he~. She gave him change in denominations of orie ten dollar 
bill and two one dollar bills .. When WILLARD-arrived at the 
rooming house, Mrs. BRElfER did not not·ice any luggage in his 
possession, nor during the brief conversation with WILLARD 
did he volunteer any information concerning his home reside~ce, 
line ~f business, or mode of transportat.ion. WILLARD was not 
required to sign any type of register, and the only written 
record maintained of the transaction was a receipt for the 
$8~50, which was made out in tne handwriting of Mrs. BREW~. 

Mrs. BREWER was unable to state if WILLARD returned,· 
9· 

On __ 4_/_5_/_6_8 __ at __ M_e_m--=p,.._h_i_s~,~T_e_n_n_e_s_s_e_e ___ File # --=M,:,,:e:e:=m::.r:P:e..:h:.::i~s.___.4._.4,_-_..1=9=8...,.7 __ 

SA ROBERT F. BOYLE:jap 4/8/68 
by -------~------------Date qictated ----"--"------,----
This document contains neither recommendatio~s n_or conclusi_ons of the FBI. It is. the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be d1stnbuted outs1de your agency. · . 
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to Room 5-B or if he left the building at any time after 
renting Room 5-B. Mr~. BREWER did not again observe WILLARD 
after 'he rented the room. 

Mr!!. BREWER's husband returned home from work at 
5:25 l>,,M. on April· 4j 1968, and at that time Mro and Mr~. 
BREWER commenced thieir dinner.. After dinner Mr'a BREWER 
then turned on the television $et and was watching the -
"Rawhide" television program 9 an.d Mrs. BREWER did the 
dinner dishes. Shortly after completing the dinner dishes, 
Mrs. BREWER also ~at down to watch the 91 Rawhide" television 
program. Within a matter of a couple of minutes,· Mrso BREWER 
heard what she thought to be a gun shot coming from the back 
of _her rooming house. Mrs .. BREWER believed that this must 
have been around 6:00 PoM. on April 4g 1968. She advised. 
her husband that she thought it was a gun shot. Her husband 
took time to put on his slippers and both of them then 
proceeded to the southeast exit of the building. Upon 
arriving at this point,Mr. BREWER attempted to go out the 
back door; however, a law enfor~ement officer was in the bact 
of the building and instructed both Mr. and Mrs. BREWER to 
close the door and return to their apart·ment. Mrs. BREWER 
did not hear any noise such as someone running through her 
building after hearing the gun shot, and the only noise she 
could rec~ll hearing was a lot of hollering and screaming 
near the back of her building toward the Lorraine Motel. 

Mrs. BREWER examined ca~h that she had on hand 
and determined that she had three $20.00 bills in• her 
possession. She was u~able to specifically pinpoint whi¢h 
$20.00 bill was fu.rnished to her by WILLARD for payment of 
his.room rent. Mrs~ BREWER made available the following 
described twenty dollar Fe~eral Reserve Notes: 

(1) Serieis 

(2) Serie$ 

(3) Serie$ 

Mrs. BREWER 
of WILLARD: 

Race: 
Sex: 
Age: 

1963-A. 9 Serial No. Fl4002844A 

1963=A 9 Serial No. Hl6164663A 

1963 9 Serial No. F06445143A 

furnished 

10 

the following 

White 
Male. 

description 

Approximately 35 years 
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I. 

Height: 
Weight~ 
Btt;ild: 
Appealt':Bl.fil©~: 

5g lP\' t© 6 9 

i1@ p©~nd~ . . 
Medi~ (ca~~i~d W@ight well) 
R~al ni®at l©@king ~ ·c_lean 
m h$i. W®IDl .. 

Mrso BREWER ~tat@@!, th®.t WILURD appei&F'ed to ha:ve. a.'.: 
- ~iai le or, a w n@er @n hisi f a@i® dur iing their @nt i:w@ @cnvei§ll at io,n ; 
did n@t ~pp@art as th©Y@gh h® warJS the o~td@or~ typ@; w~~ . · · 
wearing . .a d.mrk ~po-l"t jacket - Ol' ~h@rt j a«:iket ~ a~ he did net ·· 1 ·- 1 _ 

have to :pull- the ja©ket b&@k 'whefil h~ r~s.@h~d his righ:t luu1d,: 1{ , 

-into_ hi:fil pccket f@r his mon®y; did not notice :any :riing~ or · ., ·' , :- ; 
wat@h{as; paid 1:10 att@nt:i.@rht:6 hi~ ~ho~i&~ pantrN~ :shirt, . ,i _ ,1 ,

1
_,, ,:. 

or wh~ith@l° he had on a tie 9 but wa~ quite po~itive that· he ,_, ' ' ' 
did not have a hat; ©Jld n(at gi W'.® th® app~a:ui,n©® of n~eding 
a haircut, nor wa~ h® wearing a m~~ta~h~ or any long side»~rns; 
pa,id no particulal" att®:ntion t~ hi!S teeth while he was tallting 
and _did not particularly notice about aEl!y part of hi$ face, 

-in~luding B1ose 9 mouth 1 ea.1!:'i!i!\ 9 ©hin. 9 er eyebr@ws~ 

Mr~. BREWER @la~ that ~he did n©t parti@ularly 
look.at thi~ individual a~ she did not like the W;mile or 
sneer that he had @n hi$ face~ 

Mrs!' BREWER did. re@all that when she _ pointed out , :. 
ithe bathr@@m fa©iliti@~ t@ WILLARD 9 ~~e told him that everyone 
. in the a:it®a of hi~ ::r@OB -wais u~ually q@i~t b@t that the guy next 

t@ him uwually dl"ifilk~ a little bit.,, M~m .. BREWER claim@d that 
WILLARD then state@l 9 °~ I take a bee-1r @ll1©® in awhile :my~elf .. n 
Mr-~, .BREWER @laim@d that sh@ told him tlhla:tt: was all right aim 
-~cmg as he w:tayed in hi~ roo~ and k~pt qui®t .. 

~~~ BREWER w~ ~nable to ~tat® wh@th@r any of the 
·other r@@m~r~ at h~~ r@oming h@w~e bad an @pp@~tunity to 
•either observe @r hawe any ©@~ta©t w~th WILLA.® 1 nor-was she 
.able to f-a;t?ni$1h any addliti@na.l inf@l'"'l®ati@fill ©©nce:rfning __ ~----~ 
WI~RD'~ activit:ie1$ <duti~g the brief p@ri@d that he resid~«i-
,at bei". ::rooming h@u~® .. ,, .Sh~ @la_~ that ~he d@®$ not b@lieve 
tha~ . ~.iAef would ':re@cgniie i't"td$i :\inilwid'nal: again ·from a: · . ·' ', _, - -·' 
ph@t@gl'aph er if whe had an epp@rt~:nity t@ ~ae him in person 9 . ;, 

but qualified thifi!ll by 1StatiEAg t!mat·$h@ preobably: would be ' , , 
able to re~ogni~e him fr@m the smile-@r ~~eer that ·he had on 
his face if she w®re able t© @bml®rve that in th~ fu:ture.·. 

11 
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She claimed that WILLARD did not volunteer any 
information concerning his personal background or volunteer 
any information concerning his reason for being in Memphis. 
She claimed that WILLARD's speech was "just like the rest 
of us around here 9 n and th.at his vocabulary and accent were 
not out of place ~n ~er rooming houfSeo Mrs. BREWER recalled 
that when WILLARD 1 first looked in Room 8~ he remarked that 
he only wanted a sleeping room as he would not be in the 
room in the daytime, just at nighto 
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F'D-302 (Rev, 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l 4/13/68 Date ________ ......,.__ 

Mrs o FRANK (Bf!SSI~) BUOR, Room 2 !) 422½ South Main 
Street, Memphis, Tennnes~ee 9 who nnmges the rooming house at 
thiis address and who has beellil. in"teirwiewed previously by Agents 
of the FBI, telepb.onnic$l.lly cont~cted the mx Office on April 10, 
19681 at which time s~e ~eq~ested to be cont~cted by an FBI Agent. 

Mrs. BREWER was COllllt~cted ow SA FRANKLIN L. JOHNSON 
and Lieuteunt Wo s. SCJB'!lIHLfi, Ho~i~ide Bllllre&u, Memphis Police · 
Department, at which time she advised that she was beginning to. 
receive mail from individu~ls uimkno~n to her. She displaye~ an 

Emivelope postmarked April 7 9 1968 9 at Niagara Falls, New York, ··~ 
be~ring the retur~ address, Mr~~ Z~C00 9 518 Ferry ·Aven~~, . 
Niagara Falls, New York, in which wa~ locatea·a one-page hand­
writte~ letter, which letter referred to newspaper publicity 
identifying Hrs. BREWER ai.s operating ~ u9flop house., 0 the writer 
of the letter referri~g to the f~ct that Mrs. BREWER should· 
n'buy some pa:int 0 and ending by. stating, ovl 9 ll bet you even have 
cockroaches! '·' 

A second ennwelope ~a~ postm~rked April -1, 1968, at 
·Des Moines, Iowa., which contained a printed religious tract 
and ··nei th.er the envelope nor the tr®.ct ide1l11tified the sender .. 

. JJJ11.-·~ t;he occasion t«>f~ttlbl.l~.: contact with -~~,-:,.BREWER, 
she furni~hed the following inform~tion: 

She,.,;,~tated slhle w~imted to poimrt out that she 
has previously forgotten to ~dwi~e officers of the 
Police Department al!ild FBI Agemits tlblai:t at the time she 
rented Room 5-B to a ~tranger ooing the nmme of JOHN 
WILLARD on April 4, 1968, there w~s a $mall, cheap 
chest of drawers, blond in ~~lor, in frol!ilt of the east 
w.indow on the south wall of Room 5=B, whereas after the 
shooting of Dro KING ind When she next saw Roqm 5=B 9 
that ©best of drawers,~as sitting ~g~i~st the west wall 
of that -roem-and there w~~ ~ @lbl~i~ sitting in.front of 

· 13 
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• 
that window. She ~tated she was p©inti~g this out since 
this would indicate th~t the @©cupant of the ro@m 
definitely handled thi~ chest @f drawers. 

Mrs. BREWER ~tated that si~ce interviewed 
previously, she had been trying t@ think @f anything 
else which might as~ist in ide~tifying the guest who 
used the name ~f JOHN WILLAM. She stated as she has 
disc~ssed the matter with her husband a~d thought more 
about it, the one thing which impre~~ed her most about 
the appearance of this individual was the fact that when 
she first cracked @pen the door to her room after this 
man knocked, she observed that he was standing at the 
door with an unusual $mile on his face. She went on to 
state that she would describe the ~lllile as a ttsneern or 
a t'smirko" She stated that she c~nim0it be more specific 
other than to state that sh@ was impres~ed by this 
expression on this man°~ fa©e, as th@ugh he were,trying 
t~ smile for no reason. She stated that she did not 
interpret the smile as ~n effort t@ be flirtati@us. 

She also stat~d that her initi~l impression 
of this man was that he did not ~11fit in 99 with other 
tenants in this rooming h@use. She p@inted out that this 
r@oming house is l~cated i~ a p~@rer section of town 
where most of the ten.ant~ are @l©l.®r· JP)~opl.e @r others 
with limited income, a number @f wh@m are ~lc@h~lics, 
armd thi$ urm was clea~ ~nd neatly dressed, giving the 
impression that he c@uld @btain lodging in nicer 

: surroundings. ' 

Mrs. BREWER at this time att®mpted to recall 
the words used by this pers@n. As she recallsi, when she 
went to the door a~d cr$cked @pen the d@@r, leaving the 
chain fastened 11 the mail. 9 s first w@rds were, v'Do you have 
a room for rent? 98 She answered :irm the affirmative and 
asked him whether he wanted a r~@mm.by the week or by the 
month. He repliedi as nearly as she can recall~ by 
stating simply i, -

99By the week. ii At this point she 
unfastened the chain which secured the partially opened 
door ~nd walked directly to R@@m 8 l~~®ted in the south 
wing of this roomillil.g house~ She ~t~ted that the man 
followed her to the room 1i?md lo@ked illilside the room but 
never actu~lly entered the ro@~, at which tme his word~, 

14 
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~s nearly as: she ct£n re©r£ll 9 we.we, v~iw@ll, X d(O)tt' t need the 
stove and refrigerat@r ~i~c® X w@~'t be d@iimg any ~~oking. 
X was thin.ki~g :m!C)re roif ~ $leepil!llg r@@m. ,v · 

At this p@i@t ~$. BREIER ~~pl~ined that the 
@inly vacant "sleeping r@@lml" {@Jf E'@@m with mi@ stove an.d 
refriger~tor) whiclhl !Slh® lhl~d in ei th.er wi!lilg (O)f the 
rooming h~use was R@@m 5=B in th~ n@rth willilg. She 
th~refore immediat~ly walked fr~m Room 8 in the south 
wing across the en~lo~ed waln~y which c@n~~cts the 
south wing to the n@rth wing of the r@~ming ho•e, 
and thereafter to R@@m 5=B. Again she walked in front 
of the man. As soon a~ ~h~ @pe~ed the door t~ Room 5-B, 
the man immediately st~ted th~t he w@uld take that r~om. 
She the~ walked to her r@@m in the south wing of the 
building, follewed by the unk@©Wlm !rd.Ill, Wh©J) paid her 
$8.50,as outlined previ@~$ly by her, for the rent of 
Room 5-B for @ne week in adv~n~e. 

Mrs. BREWER ~tat~d th~t m@~t of the rooms in 
this rG@min.g house c~n b® ~ecured o~ly with the use of a 
padlock, and after sh@wiimg this individual Ro~m 5-B, she 
removed the padlock fr©m the do@~ and took the padl~ck 
with her to her room. She stated it is necessary that 
t®nants put up a deposit if they secwre th~ p$dl~ck, but 
this tenant did n@t i~quire ~~ t@ h©>W he ~@uld look the 
door and did not request the p~dl@ck and~ key. She also 
added that she did n@t explain t@ him the method of 
lo~king the door or th~t it was nec®$Sary that he put up 
a deposit in ord®r to @bt~iD the padl@ck. 

She stated at this p~illllt that she had been 
s@mewhat unnerved wh®n she first l@@ked at this man, at 
w~ich time he bad th® un@$Ual ~mile@~ bis face, @r 
appeared to be "sneering1r ~t llle:!r ~ ~imd tlhlereaf ter she made 
a point of having as little to d~ ~it~ him as possible, 
always walking i~ fr@llllt @f him ta!!l1d ~voidin.g all 
unnecessary c@nve~s~tio~ @~ deali~g~ with him. 

Mrs. BREWER w~s ~sked whether she now feels 
that she could idelllltify thi$ m~n if $he sees him again. 
She stated that sh~ th@ught she might be ~ble t~ identify 
this man if she SJ®e~ hilll 1ag$.;il!il. She ~tated the man used 
no slang or u~us~~l ®~~~@~$1@m ~l!ild $h~ ~~uld n~t associ~te 
his accent with ~ny p~rticul~~ ~~@~ 9 adding he had no 
particul~r ac~e~t. 
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, She al~@ ~t$t~~ tb~t ~h~ i~ positive she h~s 

never ~een this man b®f@re. Sh@ p@i~ted out that she bas 
o~ly been(handling the re~t~l @f th® ~@@ms at this 
rooming h@use since M~rch 12v 1968 9 h@wever 9 ~nd she 
w@uld have no way @f kn@wi~g whether he st~yed ~t this 
rooming house p~i@r t@ that tim®o 

She stat®d th~t at the time ~he be~~me the 
l$ndlady at this r@omiirAg b@useD R@@m 5-B was occupied 
by an elderly man by the n~me of OODIODORE STEWARTo 
This man was ill a~ @f ~rch 12, 1968, ~nd she believed 
that it was on M~rcb 12 9 1968, tnt be w~~ taken to a 
Memph~.s hospitllll. A ©@lillple @f days later 9 prC!>bably on 
e :i ther. M8arch 13 or 14 v 1968, thi2 im~n died o The rc»om 
had not been rent~d fr@m that time u~til the time the 
stranger using th~ nam® @f JOHN WI!URD rented this room. 

She.-umider~tands th&tt a n.wnbrer cf different 
persons have acted in the c~p~city @f rental ag~nt for 
this rooming house in re~ent m@~ths, in.eluding Mr. 
WYATT MADDOX, who is n@~ ~ cleKk ~t the Tri=State Hotel 
located nearby, Mr. MADOOX neve~ h~ving lived in this 
rooming house, b~®ver~ ~nd ~pp~r@ntly having acted as 
rental agent f@r @~ly a ~h@rt peri@d @f time. An@ther 
in.dividual wh@ h~ndled th® rent~l @f r@@!14S in this 
rooming house Wa$ Ho R. fflOMP~ON, ~n @ld drunk? according 
to other tenants, who nev@r lived imi th@ r@~ming houseo 
One other rent~l agent $t this r@@~iimg h@ne pri@r t@ 
the time Mrs. BREWER :lii®~\Wil@d the~~ duties W~$ w. v. 
SAMMONS 1 who she ll!ml@®l"fSt8U100 is b«i'W -~t the ~di$~ll Hotel 
in Memphis. She is ~1mr<e th81t Mr. '.~J\l.m(OJNS w~s the rentral 
agent in J~nt.iuary 1968 9 ba~<ed @n ©@pi@s @f · receipt$ in 
her receipt boiok. Sh~ r@c~lled th(l'lt Mr. ~AMMONS stabbed 
bis wife while be w~$ r@nt~l age~t at th:is r@@ming house 
and the matter received publicity. 

Mx>s. BREWm advi~~d that mwst of the o~cupants 
@f ~ooms in this r@@~i~g h@~e are m@re @r le~s permanent 
tena@ts, although ~h® d@e~ @cc~si@~~lly rent~ vacant 
ro~m to tramients f@r @~ly @~e night. 

Mrs. BREWER ~dvised th~t there are 10 ~eparate 
apartments or r~@a in th® $~~th wing @f th:Lsl r~~ming 
h@use a~d six sep~~~t® ~p~rt~e~ts or r@@m in the north 
wing. The six r@~d in th@ n@~th wing are referred to as 
l-B9 2=B 9 etc o 9 wh~re&il~ th@ lt'@@m ·:i1,ll1 the "~@uth wing h~ve 
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no letter cf the alph~b®t f@ll@lWiq the r@@m ~lllllmb@r. 
She furnished the f@ll@~i~g illilfo~uti@mi ~@~©er~ing the 
statl!JS cf these r@@M as @f April 4, 19~8 9 wheim t~e man 
UI.Sling the nallme JO,~ Wl\'.UAWJl @lb!e@k~d imit@ R@@m 5-B: 

(Ro@ms are nWlnbered i~ ~ @@unter-©l~©kwi~e @rd®r 9 

starting with R~@~ N@. 1 imi the ~@~th~e~t c@r~er of 
this wing of the r@@ming ~@use.,) 

Room 1 - va~fiilnt 

Room 2 = ~@cupted by ME>. amid Mr~. BREUR a~d 
referred t@ 3.S tlme u@ffi@@.n 

R(»O!ll 3 ... ~ccupie«l by Mr O BERTIE L., REEVE~ 1 aim 
elderly~~~ ~h@ i$ retired amid wlm@ appears 
t@ b~ re~~@n~blJ r@~p@~ible. S~e stated 
that~. REEVE~ ©ame @~t @f hi~ r@@m about 
the !llllame time ~~ Mr. aiIDd Mr~. JBREWER after 
'all hle~rd what thltey believed .t@ be a. shot 
about 6 :@O p .. m., April 4,, 1968.. · · -

Room 4 - @~cupi@d by HOWAm> VB~E, a~ @ld®r m~n, 
chr@~ic $l©@~@li©, wh@ ~@rk~ ~s a h~ndyman 
at Jilllm'~ Grill l@~®t~d m:ve~E>by 9 bll.ll.t Wh«) as­
~f April 4 9 1968, w~s k~~n by Mrs. BREWER 
'tltl hiave be@n ©:'Unk f@r tlW@ d~ys. M>rs. 
BREWE~ $t~ted she k~@W that VANCE w~s in 
hi$ ~@@Bas @f 6:0Q p.m., April 4, 1968 1 
b~t she al$@ knew that he h~d bee~@~ a 
tw@~day drunk ~~d that he'did mi@t c@me 
@ut @f his r@~m. · 

R@@m 5 = Occupied by T. Lo D~SEB. 9 ~ ~~n 15 to 80 
ye$rm @f ~i® 9 wh@ h~~ b@e~ ill recently, 
wh@s® h®~ri~ i~ v~ry defective, am wh@ 
was in bis r@@~.$~ @f the time @f the 
sh@@ting. Mr:s. ~El\-"m ®.dd@d.p h~wever P 

t~at du~ t@ ~. D~~l'R 9 $ ~g@ afild his 
phy~ical ~nd ffi@~t~l c@~diti@n, Mr. OSSER 
still d@®$ ~@t u~~e~st~nd w~t ~ctually 
@ccu~red ~~d ©@~ti~~®~ t@ ~~k wh~t all the 
e~~item®~t W~$ ab@~t Wh@fil p@lic@ @fficers 
a~d FBI ,~~~ts q~esti@~®d oo~up~~ts ~f the 
bu:ildillilg o 
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Room 6 - V~c~nto M~~ by the n~~e @f SAWEJ1 WI180N, 
wh@ she uimd~:rst~n~ h~d bee~ a tenant f~r 
several m@nthsp v~c~ted th1$ r~@m @n 
April 3 9 1968~ 

Room 1 = ~cu(pied by FMNK M. DRLEY a aJG. elderly 
man wh@ i$ a chr@ni© ~lc@holic, wh~ w~s 
als@ dru~k and i~ h~ ro@m ~s of the time 
of the sih@@ting. Sh@ istiat'ed that UlUAY 
did not come @ut @f bis room around the 
time @f the ~h@otiimg. 

Room 8 - Va©a~to (This is the r@oM whi~h Mrs. 
BREWER first $lh@w<ed ··t@) thee .mial!ri U$illlg thee· 
n!llme JOB WJ!lUlIW .. » 

Rcom 9 - Occupied by HAROIJD CARTER,$ m~n 55 to 60 
year~ @f $ge, uimteimpl!.@y®d, who re©eives · --., .. 
welf~:re ~heck$' ~~d who ~~s ~ physical 
affli©ti@n. (~he $tated @ne of his h~~ds 
is def@rmed or udx'~wim up.~~) Shei stated 
this m$~ ~ls@ dx'i~m c@~siderably. She 
d@es ~©t believe h~ w~s h@me at the time 
of the rsh@@ting. 

Room 10 = Gccupied by Lm~Alm BAWN 9 ~ge 60 t~ 65, 
wh~ she ulffider~t~~ds t~ be~ l@ng=time 
resident ~t this r@©m,ilffig h@~sei who rep~rtedly 
f©rmerly W©rked on a river bo~t. Sb@ $tated 
it is.her impressi@fill.th~t he w~s in his 
r~o~ asleep at the tirme @f the sh@~ting 
~nd that he t@@ h~d been dri~king. 

(Rooms on n@rth wing ~re ~l!miber~d 1-B thr@~gh 6=B, 
reading from west t@ e~~t. Th@~e d@@r~ h~Vi@g numbers 
h~ve numerals @nly @n t~®m~ but $ll @f' the ten~nts 
understand that ~h~ d®sigfilliffl.ti@fill. @f v~Bi' refer~, t@ the ,,--·--
rowms in the n@rth wilffig.) · · 

R©om l=B ... (l@cated W@$t @f ~ lffi@rith-south't h1a.llw~y 
wbi©h . ©©l!'fll!'fl<e©t~ t© ~Ill . ~lil!Cl~s~d wra.lkway 
c@llilll1\e©ting the tw@ wifill.gSI ©?f:_tp~ r@@ming 
J;ll~u:ssce) @©~~pied by Mrs~ J'ES!S IE L.. LEDBET.l'ER, 
a· widow wb@ $h<e und®r~tands hiill.s resided at ., - ,. ., .. . , 

thd,s _~idldi"~~is f@l!:' ~om@ art~ 10 J<e)iar~ o Mrs. 
Llm:Bffr:fm 1$ 191 f ©1.~~f rnnt@t~~. ~- • 
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Room 3-B - vac~llllt. 

Room 4-B m Occupied by"WltLI~ O~Z, employed at 
Duvall T.1!:'$.DSfer'Compaimy. Mrs. BREWER 
later learl!lled-' that. Mir. ANCHUTZ 
r®p@rted.ly saw '·· the man I"Ullllning down the . 
hall f®ll@wing the sh@~ting and had some 
c@nversati~n with him. 

Room 5-B = Rioiom occupied. •by :,the man using name 
JOHN WlLURD ijnd ·'which room had not 
been rented since former tenant, 
COMMODORE·. STEWART, died about. March 13 
er 14, 1968. 

Room 6=B ~ occupied by Mr. ~nd Mrs. CHARLIE STEPHENS. 
Mr. STEPHENS is an umemployed tuberculosis 
patifa1».t and. his wife is presently confined 
to her bed. 

19 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l 

WILLIAM CHARLES ANSCHUTZu 422½ South Mainu Apartment 
4B@ Memphisb advised that he is employed by the Firestone 
Tire and Rubber Companyb 1054 Firestone Avenueu Memphiso 

He returned home from work about 2:;30 p .. m." 
April 4u 1968., Miss JESSE LEDBETTERu a neighbor in Apartment 
l.B, ,came to his room to watch television.. They watched television 
throughout the afternoon., 

. On two occasions a'tl,ting the afternoonu ANSCHt:JTZ trt·~d 
to get into the bathroom at , ·tW'e end of the hall to · pour out . 
some water he had used to wash dishesQ Each time someone 
was in the bathroom., The second time ANSCHUTZ went to the 
bathroom/} another neighboro CHARLIE STEVENS of Apartment 6B, 
told ANSCHUTZ that a new tenant who rented Apartment SB 
was in the bathroom~ ANSCHUTZ did not know the exact 
time of his attempts t.o get into t.he bathroomD but he ind'icatec:!: 
these attempts were only a few minutes apart., He does. not kn~· 
how long the new tenant was in the bathroom 0 but it ~eemed like 
a long time to him., · 

Later ANSCH'lln°Z heard a shoto He had been watching 
television for some time 0 ·but he did not have any idea what. 
time it was., He got up and went to the door., As ae opened 
it a man came down the hall~ ANSCHUTZ thought the man came 
out of Apartment 5B 0 but he CJc.m,ld not tell for sure., · 

The man was running and as he passed ANSCHUTZ's 
doore he held his hand and arm ower his fa~e so ANSCHUTZ 
could not get a good lQok at hima As the man passed ANSC!iU'l'Z, 
ANSCHUTZ said., "I thought I heard a shot! q!) The man answered.-., 
l')Yeho it was a shot~ !a 

The man was carrying something under his armo It 
appeared to be something long and was wrapped in what looked 
like a blanket. ANSCHUTZ thought it might be a gun. 
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ANSCHUTZ knew that the shot had been fired nearby, 

but he could not tell i'f it came from the bathroom or from 
apartment 5B. He had never seen the man or talked to him 
until he saw the man running down the hall. He thinks the 
man went down the stairs to Main Street, but he did not follow 
him. 

Aftei-''·tlle man had run down the hall, CHARLIE STE\'ENS 
came out of his apartment, and said he had also heard a shot. 
ANSCHUTZ went into the bathroomg and looked out the window. A 
police officer in the backyard yelled for him to get away 
from the window. ANSCHUTZ heard a girl say that the. ·shot had 
come from the window. 

After leaving the bathroom, ANSCHUTZ went .to the 
otb.er side of the roominghouse, and told the landlady, 
Mrs. BREWER, that he had heard a shot. Then he went back to 
his room to watch television. To the best of his knowledge, 
ANSCHUTZ cannot remember the man having any.other luggage, etc., 
except the object that was wrapped up in the blanket. · · · 

ANSCHUTZ deseribes the man as follows: 

Height: 
Build: 
Age: 
Clothes: 

6' 
Slim 
30's 
Did not seem to be wearing~ 
coat. 

ANSOHUTZ did not see the man's face because -the man 
covered it with his arm and hand. ANSCHUTZ does not think he 
could identify the man if he saw him again. 'ANSCHUTZ said he 
had not been drinking at all during the afternoon. He had to 
stop drinking for health reasons. 

ANSCHUTZ advised that JESSE LEDBETTER is-a deaf mute. 
She can read and write and can speak ·sign language. ANSCHUTZ 
does not know if she saw the man when he ran past the door. 
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1 
Date __ 4_/_10_/_6_8_· ---~....,.. 

Mr. CHARLXE QUITMAN STEPHENS, Room 6-B, second flo9r, 
•22½ s. Main Street 9 furnish~d the following information to 
Lieutenant J. D. HAMBY, Homi<eid~ Bureau, Memphis Police 
Department, and SA FRANKLIN L. JOHNSON~ 

Mr. STElP!lmNS 9 who stat~~ he is 46 years of age, 
and his wi:f e occupy 2 lN>oms illil the north wing of _a rooming 
house, the address of wb.iclil is 422½ S. Main Street. This 
~ooming house actually ~over~ ths se~ond floor of 2 
separate buildings, Mr. STEPHENS~ room being located in the 
north ·,building in the southeast cor11Mtr of the north building. 

Somstime in the late afternoon of April 4, 1968, 
he and his wife were in their room. His wife, who has 
recently been in the hospital for an extended period of 
~.ime, was in bed illil their combinati.ollil of living-bedroom. 
He wa~ in the kit~hen, whi~h i~ east of the living-bedroom. 
He was repairing a radio oim a table located at the north 
wall of thie kitchen. Immediately Rll<t:m"ftllll:·_• of him is a common 
bathroom which is located at the east end of an east-west 
hallway in the north buildiimg. While he was repairing the 
r~uiio 9 he heard what he .. is certaiim wa!.§1 a sho~, and he is · .!!. ,( f 
certain that shot came fl.fom thi:ei batiltwoom from a point 
within•just a few feet of where Jh.® wa~ sitting. He has '10 
·way of knowing the time but <eallil ollllly estimate it was sometime 
between 5~00 and 6~00 PM. 

Upon hearing this smotg h® walked out of the kitchen 
thlt"ough his living-bedroom and opened the door leading onto . 
the hallway and ob~erv®~ a man runnillllg west down this hallway 
~nd this man was carrying a larg® bundle of some kind. Be 
would estimate that this bun~le o~ package was at least 
3 or 4 feet lo~g allild 6 to 8 i~che~ thick. Although he saw the 
man and the bundle only mooientarily, he gained the impression 
that the bundle wa1:ll wrapped ill'Il S<Cl!llll®thill'Ilg 9 possi-bly a newspaper. 
This man cen~inued runniirng to the en~ of the hallway turning· 
l~ft (south) and appar®ntly the~eafter ran down the stairways 
onto the street 9 although he could not actually see the man 
goiirng dowin the stairway. 

On __ 4_/_5_/_6_8 __ at _M_em_p_h_i_~_,_T_e_n_n_<e~$1-~_e_ie ____ File # _M_E_4_4_-_1_9_8_7 ____ _ 

by __ S_A_F_R_A_NK_lL_I_N_L_._J_O_~_S_O_:N ___ lb_b$ ____ 0ate dictated _4_/i._9_/-~6_8_--'-----
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It immediately oc~u~ired to Mr. ·sTEPl!mNS that 
this was the same man ~e ha~ se@n ea~lier in the afternoon, 
possibly around mid=aftterlliloolTh, stall'll.(Olifil\g at the door to · 
room 5-B whi©h is located imtliediately west of Mr. 
S'rEI>HENS ~ liviimg-be«lliroomo JJlie stated that around mtd­
afternoon he had seen a mafil\ with Mr~. :BREWER standing in the 
hallway ait the elli\t:il:'a!ID«le tea, room 5·-B looking into room 5-8. 
He saw the man's left side. The man had nothing in bis hands 
at the time. He a2sW1ted thi~ was s<0me new guest looking 
at a room. 

Mr. STEPHENS'stated that he and his·wtfe remained 
iim-- their room the/· fest· of tb.e aftew!moon. He p8inted out that 
he; Mr.· STEPllmMS /:i'~"'.a··"<dli~abled veter-an who 'has1 been treated 
for··tub<enrculosis,:'alfud-<he-spen~s most of his time in his rooms 
with:. hl~ wife whox. Hf'' also' i 11 afiltd · who -at . pireissht is a bed 
patient. 

Sometime after seeimig thismallll with MJ>s. BREWER, he 
heard someone in room 5-B and asswned the man hehad seen 
had rented the :rroom next cdloo:ir. JBie stated tm t- he recalls on several differe~t o~~asions heari~g footstep~ in this room 
and. also leaving fioom this ll?OOlllll pa&illt his (Mr .• STEPHENS 's) 
x-_9om aimd into the CCODOim bathroom at the east end of the 
hall.· He was also very much aware that when the person went 

f.irom room 5-B to the batlluroom, that perS(O)lnl remained in the bath­
room .. for a considerable_ period of time~ Be pointed out th~t 
this·· i~ particularly noticeable SilDl!C® this i~. a common bathrop~ 
Wldch. must be Uile«f. py.; a llilumber of differeemit tenants. He , , . _ 
also spscifically·_recalled that o!Dlly on oime occasion did , -
lie hear the commode 'b@dl.ng flushed amid ne was therefore cu:rious 
as to why this person was sp@ndirmg so much time in the bathroom~ 

J!fe ~tated that <0>m1 tllle last \O>ccasion that someone · ·· 
went from !lll'W!mb@l;r 5-B to the b:atmroom p1rior to the time he ' 
hea~d the shot 9 he woula ®~tmate that that person remained 
in the bath:iroom fono at lea~t 20 to 30, minutes.: During 
this period he bea:tr<dl no'·- nbi~es COl:r4illl.1g from the bathroom. 
He also specifically :wee alls tlhlat duriimg this same period, -. 
Mr o WILLIS AMC!llilffi'Z (pholl1\®ti~) ~ who occupies room 4-B, immedi.­
ately west of 5-B whl~re tlhl:~ IDl®~ t®IDla.!l1!.t apparently was located,,_ 
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had kmooked o~ MJr. S~EJPHEW'Sv~ ~oolf amd ~omewhat iangrily 
inquil'@d as to who wa~ ~tayifillg im the bathroom ao long.· 

Et wa®J at the em«ll of thiw. latt@:ir pe1tio<d of time · 
that Ml'o STEPHENS heaw~ the ~bov~ de~cwibed ~hot which he 
was certain came f:il.•oim tl'me badtlburooD •. He $1!:::a:tted that immedia:t'ely 
afte~ the shot wa~ fiwed he h~ar~ ~ome people located across 
the stree\ east of the buildimg where he lives 9 screaming. 
Due to the excitement of the momefilltp the fact that people 
aie:iross the st:ire<et ifill the vicinity of th® Lorraine Motel 
were screaming 9 a@d the fact that hiw hearimg i~ not the 
best 9 he did ~ot hear a1my a~ditional noises coming from the 
bathroomo He pointed out that he would expect to hear a . 

H!iw:::-uffle n coming ft>«- the batl'rr!t'oom if the man iin the bathroom 
had f iJrf:ld the shot that lltille<dl MARTIN LUTHER KING, but ~e 
ca1mimo.t ~~<1;,~ll hea:rfilillg ~uch a ii2lrc:uff le. yy He ~tated that ·he 

Simply b:a:s .. :rmo way of kttowirng wh<either th® man came out of: the 
b athr.o.om, went into roio11i. 5=B and th®!lh :warm out of .. 5:...B down 
the hall ·toward the f:ll"ormt of the building 9 o:ir whether the man 
in the bath:iroom l'an dire~tly f:wom the bath:E'oom down the 
hallway toward the firormt of the building. He $tateid he did 
heai tate a f@w momemi.ts :afte:il:° healr'i!ll!g the ~hot and hearing the 
sc~eaming outside b~fol"® h@ we@t to the d<00i~ an@ looked do~n 
t hie hall to see the wuu1 rullilll'llill'llg ic:a:!rryimg ~<0:m®tbing in his ha:n,¢1·~· 

Mr. STEPHENS advi~ed that the o!l'llly people in the 
no:irth building of this roani!TI!g J1ou:se at the time of this 
~m~ident we~@ (1) Mw. STEPHENS~ (2) :M!ir. STEPHENS's wife, 
who was in bed and who was rn®vew ifill a po@itio~ to·observe 
all'llything 1 (3) Mr. WILLIS ANCH~ (phometic) 1 above,in room 
4-8 9 who came out of hi~ wo~m and wa~ ~een by !u'a STEPHENS. 
at the ~:ame time M:ir. STEPELENS ~aw the marm ~ull'llrmiimg down the 
hall~ (4) Mr6. JESSEE LED~~'fl'ER 9 a ~@af a@d aumb lady who re­
~ides in ~oom 1-E towa:lt"<dl the fwoll'llt (west) of the:,nJID.oirtb. wing 
or nomth buildill'llgp a~~ {5) the u~k@owTh man who had occupied 
rocm 5-B who wa~ ~urnni)llig @ow~ the hall as previously stated. 

M:il:° e STEPHENS a.1tateid '11:hat Mr. A:WlCEitJL~ made some :remark 
to the ij.Ullknowni man who woa~ li"ll!rID1lllillllg idow!m the hallway and the 
µnknown ma1lll appue1llltly made ~om~ ki~d of~eply. 
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Mr. STEPHENS advi~®d that ~herea~ he could hear 
footsteps in 5-B and could hear footsteps between 5-B and the 
batb:room 9 he ·.at ll'!lo time h<elard al!lly collil.V&lt."Sation in 5-B., 
and he is certain that there wa~ llil.O conversation in 5-B 
from the time th~ llll.®W teIDlallllt checked illil uin.til the time. , 
he heard the shot. He stated he never h~ard any noise or 
footsteps which would in~icate to him there was ever more 
than one person in room 5-B. He pointed out that whereas 
his hearing is not too good, it is very easy to hear noises 
in the adjoining roo~ of this rooming house and he definitely 
can heal' normal conversatiolJ'!l comimig :from that room. Mr. 
STEPHENS stated that whellll he saw the new tenant with. Mrs. 
BREWER standing in front of 5-8 9 he only saw the left side 
of the new tenant, and when he saw what he believes to be the 
same man running down the hallway ca~rying something, he only 
saw this person from the rear. He point~d out he never saw 
him directly in front, but based upon his ob$ervations he 
would describe this person as follows: 

Name: 
Race: 
Sex: 
Age: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Build: 
Posture: 
Hair: 

25 

Unkl!llown 
White 
Male 
''ill'.ll his 30 9S." 
5 ~ 10-ll 9f 

165 pouimds 
Av~rage 
Mari stood erectly 
Described a~ sandy, also 
<dlescr ibe«i as q~d ark blond" 
«w;havi1mg the appearance of 
UllllW:tU~hed ~and. 
Further described hd.rline 
as rec~ding on left side 
(and presumably on both sides) 
m•ing it appear he would haNe 
9':peaks u on either side but 
~ith full thi~k hair toward 
the front center of his head 
b~tween the peaks. Hair 
~embed straight back. Normal 
or average haircut. 
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Bare headed, wearing dark 
suit 

\ 

Clea~ shaven, neat appearing 
imi~i vidual. 
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CHARLES STEPHENS, Apartment 6Bo 422½ South Main 
Stree~, Memphis, advised that on the afternoon of April 4, 
1968, he was with his wife at the above address .. He stated 
that at' about 3: 30 p .. m .. o ~h the above date, he began working 
on a table-:model radio of 'bis which was ttl heed of repair .. 
He said he took a radio to the kitchen~~ placed it on the 
tab~e .-~hich was against the wall that w4li.11 ttdjacent to the 
bathroom which was _used by all tenants~ his flo~r ... As he 
was working on his r~di~ he could hear i~e man in the ~ext, 
apartment to.him, Aparthtent 5Bo leave )lis room several times 
and go int~ the bathroo~ .. Mr .. STEPBE,NS stated that he knew 
it w~, the·man who had just ~becked jn to Apartment SB that 
aftetnoon because he could hear the door of Apartment SB 

· op~n· and then footsteps would go down the hall to the bathroQm, 
the bathroom door would_open and then closeo 

Mr. STEPHENS said that during these various t~ips ~hat 
the individual in Apartment SB made to the.bathroom h,e failed 
to flush the toilet or to run any water with the exception of 
the_ last time he.was in the bathroomo At this time he flushed 
the toilet. He stated that this individuai seemed to be spending 
an undu~ length of ~ime in this.bathroom. At about 6~00 p.m., 
on April 4, 1968, Mr~· STEPHENS heard a loud noise which he desc;ribeq 
as sounding like a gunshot come from the bathroom. Upon he~ring · 
this noise" Mro STEPHENS·mn from the kitchen where he was repairipg 
his radio to his door that led to the hallway.. H~ stated thi•s is · 
only a distance of about 10 to ~2 feeto Upon opening the door 
he saw a man leave the bat.broom carrying a package of about three 
feet long and wrapped in what appeared to be newspaper. He saw· 
the man run down the hall and then turn left as if be were tryl_ng 
to leave the apartment building~ As this was·happening WILLIE · 
ANSCHUTZ, who lived in Apartment 4B 0 came out of his apartment 
and went to the):)athroom .. ANSC~UTZ then told STEPHENS to leok out 
of his window .. STEPHENS said that he then looked out of his -
kitchen window which faced. the Lorraine Hotel and saw a lot .ef ~::< 

policemen scurrying about axid people runnin<,;r' screaming in the<\':."· 1
' f_ 

vicinity of the hotel.. ·.\f- · -~ 
·,, {i-'-:: .-
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· MW:,· STEPDMS ~rltil.t@d t!ID$i.t tlble Mim :who- w~s -in 
Ap-ii!.~tm.ent SB. had @he@ke«fil iil!, &tt»ctut 3 :.O@. Ci'Jt: 3.:30. P••~ ·_ en- . 
Ap:it."11 4,:· 1968.',. 1w sta:tedl be 'i'f.&tai ~®:ii."@ .of_ tld~-'be@i1u:1se· 1ae·~~-,-· 

. IMlJUd· taie-Jandl.19.dJ "r!lh«)Wiimg him the· apart;i:rmeimt .. &t1~tha:f 'trim~,· He?. _ 
e1tat®fiffl. be gl$.imeed out ,of !lis d@ol"r &inwi got a fairly gcdd. l'ook ·•t:.· 
·the m&n :whQ he descri~~ r&.$ b&imig: & W'lb!i:t@ ~le;- $! lCJ"'!ll";. - · 
vweigh:lnig :165. pourura«is; i.il~mide~ btmild; _rlldd:, @~piexioa; .1saxid:, . 
~~ i~ ;- : bad: -a lo11!i ·, · 63~2):'p . point®d ~-0$3®; ~~~ring '."hat ; ~Ppe,~••: ... tQ ·, . ·, . ·. 
be a- -rk b,lue, f,)E' ~lack ~mii t, · 'l!Wh:a. te slmirt and dark tiGi.~ ,, . , . 

', ' 

. Hr~: nEPD.MS !Slt~ t~d tlln~ t tllne Mim w~o be *** . *-':IDD.~·J · 
Ollllt ·of ths bathw@om @l@ii!~ly :!l."t/~®11\T@l®d- tltl@ -.n who h•d ·checked' . i ,; . 
iimto Apartment SB. Bi lll3~id be.· @omld . oim.l.y s·~e: t~e min wlo ran(·:· 
fwem. t~, ,_batlu'l!>Olii fW@m bebiimi~,. b~t 'b.iim '(B:®!JAGh"i&,l b.uilct_, bii!' ··,. 
@cfl®l:iriimg :·:~~ cloth®$!· W~:!L"e the· .~m~e a~ the. iimdiv:Lau.a1- iim 
Apartment ·5;e. -_ . - · .. ·. 

• I • 

. ·~- !' S,UPHIHS d®®@'f:® b@id,\,, t~e i ml<lilt V idua l .·,b.• ;: s••} ~Umli_ •• 
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:' :Cl$tlkinm:': - 'f®al"iJng- d.&l!."k skit 

···' > · ·~; : ;TB~~ .~~d th~t ~e ~~d ~®we,r.::t~~' th~ ~n ·1rtio , 
@M~~ed, ·timto. Apu~emrt· -5~-,. ~&~~®~·. to .lll\imm, gr kne.tw ~is •lie,,_ ,. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date ___ .....;4~/~6..._/...;;.6~8 __ _ 

las. GRACE l!l!AYEB STIPHINS 9 Apmlrt!llent 6-B, 422½ 
Main Street,,Memphis, Tenll!le~se~, fu~nisbed the following 
in.format iollil: 

Mrs. STEPHE:NS s~id that she ~as ill!l bed all day 
on April 4 9 1968 9 as ~h~ ftms foleen ill for several months. 

· She advised that she heard :& llll@ise, which sounded like 
a f irecracker at 6 p. mo , April 4 1 1968 .. She said the no:ise 
sounde~ to her as if it canme from the yard on the east !;y:~1'. 

side of her ~p~rtme~t. She ~~id sh~ did not think anything 
about the noise 2s it was coa.o~ for trains to set off · 
firecrackers on the tracks ·oll!l the. e~st side of her 
apartment'. Mrso SfiP:HRNS said iilRh® heard soft footsteps 
coming from out of the b:&thro@m, which is located adjacent 
to her apartment, aind piroceeding r?£pidly down the hallway· 
toward t~ entranc<ei to the ~partDl®li»t building. \ 

Hrs., STEPHENS S18l. id ~h~ t l'me!lll heiBl.rd screaming 
and yelling from the e~st side of her ~p~rtment near the 
Lorraine HQtel ~t 406 Mulberry Street. Mrs 0 STEPHENS 
said she did not get out of bed at a~y ti• on April 4 1 
1968 1 and did not see anyone leave the apartment bathroom 
and knows nothing elise relating to the abovementioned noise~ 

File# Me!rlhphis 44=1987 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 
Date __ 4_/_1_0_/6_8 ____ _ 

Mw. BDT!E L. RmEVES9 E~~m 3, wouth wing of rooming 
house loo ated ol!ll sec om f l~cJr 9 422½ S. Ma in Street, Memphis, 
furnished the. followillllg infoJrmatiollll to Lieutenal!llt J. D. 
HA~BY 9 Ho~icide Bureau, Mempbi~'Poli~® Department, and 
SA FRANKLIN L. J'ODSOI!f ~ M!ll:" o UEWES 9 who advised he is 74 years 
of age, l("etilt"ed, f<0i~merly a (t!raglillll® operator, 1tailroad 
fireman and hotel clerk, a<dlvi~ed h® has ,resided at this 
address for the. past 8 years. 

He ~tated that ~ometme in the late afternoon of 
April 4, 1968 9 exact time ~ot re~alled, h@ was in his 
woom wh@lli\ he heard a ~b.©it. He ~ce«lia'tely walked out into 
th@ large hallway at which t.ime th® lmlln«llady, Mrs. BESSIE 
BREWER, and her husban~ FRAR 9 who o~eupy ~oom 2, next 
dgor-to his room, also ©a® out of their roQme The 3 of the~ 
procee~ed east do~!ll tb® lal"ge hallway cOlt" lobby of this wing 
of the rooming house to th@ east door. As they wa~ked 
down the hallway they heard ~cr®am~ coming from across the 
street to the east of this buildi!llg i~ the vicinity of th~ 
Lo1mine Motel. Upon arrivi~g at the ~ear (east) door, 
poli~e officers i~ the area in~tructe~ them to get back 
inside and · they did so. 

Hr. REEVES a~vi~ed h@ did ~ot see aDyone leave the 
build,ing and do®$ n.oil: kv.ow who fir@<!! the ~hot an.d bas no 
way of knowing the exact locati~~ of th~ sh0t ·which he 
heard. 

, Re advised that eawlier i~ th@ afternoon of April 4, 
1968, and pelr hap$ arouimd 3 ~ 00 P., Mo 8 I'm® had l!:'.et urll!ed to his 
room after goi!tllg to J'im 9.~ Cafe locate«! mi,earby •. As he approached 
his room, he saw a stra!tllg~ ma~ ~ta~~ing at tl'me doo~ of .the 
landlady rs room. This mami, th®r@aftelr l~ft flrom the vicinity 
of the ·doo~ to th® la~dlady'~ room a~~ walk~~ north across 
a hallway te. the no~tb wing of tl'mi~ ·ro<O'l'lllliirog house •. He 
pointed out that th@ ~oomiirng hous~ le~at@d on the second 
fl.o.o:ir :i~ actually looate«l iim two <diiff@:i!"el:'Ci\t buildings t but 
the~e is alll enclosed walkway to~ard tl'm~ f~ont ofthese two 
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~e@ond -floow ©aim walk f5l"@m the llll@5l"tlm 'bu.il.«!lillllg to the south 
build:imig. : The Ir@@mwi iim tlm~ fil\@5l"th bu.il(dlimtig hav~ a n5n . 
!Dloil>er, ~u~b a~ l=B,, 2-B ta.n'l.ld s@ f (!):rt!l:l, whereas tbe I?ooms 
in . ~be south buil~i" ,Jiave ln\o llett~r ~t 'Ith.~., a\phabet toll~­

.· i1mg .the -room numb®rj. ·'·Thi~ imew t@xm:mffll](t:;;w~li~d,J;;brough this . 
. e n@losed: wa:lkway fi'@lll tine soutl.m to tbf ::'1i01titb · bu!llding · 

where th~ '·'B'·' rom~ all."@ loo~te«ll. mte ~id.:11i<>t .~1e him again. · 
He ·point<ed ©>ut that be omily saw thi~ m~n::,fw~~'ine rtuir · i :_· 
and right. side as .the muu1 left tine la!$dl$i(!J'r@:,d~or and walked 

· north to the north m~i;«niimg. . .... . . .• . 
:.. /!· ;,: -~) ,. ,._ . ;~ . . -t: ,· . . ~: .. '.'• f ~. . • 

Mr. REEVES :l.h.urimislne<d tlhl® f oJiowiig de~cription o:f 
the man si9en by him: · .... - · · · ·· · 

Name t 
~ace: 
Sex: 
A.,:. 
Height-:-. . 
We il'ht.: 
Build: 
Ha:li:·· 
Dll."@~~ t ' . 

General Appeara~c®~ 
Mi~C@llaimeoU!ii~ . 

Umi!ltimown . • . 
White'.'' . 

: ---~:-.· tJ ___ .... 

Hale 
25=30 · ' .,i: ,:·;,;;,:, 
5t ll'Q'q.'t,oC':,6,f ,::~~,--, 

165=i'?5 ·piuibiidss:. ·,: 
Averapf · .: , · 
Dark · full' 11'hei~ o:f bair ~ 
Bar®'lfuea©le«il~' tlm1 dark suitl5· 
d;!«i llli~t sei!·iitk-t or tie·. 
99Plretty neat 9

' 

Mio. UEVES ~tated that 
:'il:hi~ mu:Uil. definitely was not 
©;arrying anything when be 
saw him and 1 the man did not 
~ay anything wben he was in 
tb.e man 'aJ presence. 
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/ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
j 

. 4/7/68 Date _________ _ 

FRANK BREWEl 9422t South Main Street, Apartment 2, 
Memphis, advised that ~is wife, BESSIE BREWER, is the 
landlord of the roominghouse at 422½ South Main, Memphis, 
Tennessee. 

BREWER works at Velsicol Chemical Corporation, 
1199 Warford, Memphis, Tennessee. He arrived home from work 
about 5:30 p.m. on April 4, 1968. H~ immediately sat down to 
eat supper. His wife told him that she had rented 
apartment 5B that afternoon, but she did not mention anything 
about the person to whom she rented the room. 

BREWER finished his supper and sat down to watch 
television. He figured the t.ime to be just about 6:00 p.m. 
He heard a loud noise that sounded like a gun, but he · 
thought it must be a firecracker. He got up and went to the 
door to see what had made the noise. He opened the door that 
leads into the hall. He heard people behind the roominghouse 
yelling.i ''OJ( God, help me~" He also heard some firemen from the 
nearby fire· station running toward the Lorraine Hotel, and 
one of the~~aid, "Someone has been shot.n 

.. BREWER ran to the back door and w-1; out on the back 
porch. _ It took him two or three seconds to uiilock the door 
and ge~ it open. BREWER figures that the time elapsed from 
when he heard the noise until he stepped onto the back porch 
was about 15 - 20 seconds. 

As he stepped out on the porch 1 a uniformed officer, 
possibly from the Sheriffis Office 1 ran into the backyard of 
the roominghouse and yelled to BREWER 1 noet back in the house· 
and lock the door." BREWER thought he was from the Sheriff's 
Office because he was wearing dark green pants and a tan shirt. 
As BREWER started back inside 1 another officer yelled,·"The shQt 
came from there," and pointed toward the northeast corner of the 
roominghouse. BREWER thought the officer was pointing toward 
either the windows on the northeast corner or the ro0f. 
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BREWER crune baGk into the apartment house and 
locked the door. He looked out the window and saw two 
policemen on the roof of the building that faces Mulberry Street, 
and is just northeast of the building at 422 South Main. 

BREWER went back to his apartment and sat down. 
He did not hear-anything until WILLIAM ANSCHUTZ, who lives 
in apartment 4B, came to BREWER's door and yelled, 0 The guy 
that rented the room ran down the steps, and had something 
wrapped up that looked like a gun. 19 BREWER did not go out 
to look for the man. 

The police came to the door within a minute or two, 
and office~s w~re there the whole night. 

BREWER and his wife have lived at 422½ South Main, 
Apartment 2, since March 12 9 1968. BREWER never did see the man 
registered as JOHN WILLARD~ and, thus, could offer nothing 
concerning WILLARD's. appearance. BREWER examined the rent 
receipts dating back to January 27 1 1968 1 and could find no 
record of a JOHN WILLARD l~ving here before April 4, 1968. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l 4/6/68 
Date -------~--

Mr. HOWARD OODJrE VANCE, 422½ South Main Str,et, 
Apartment 4, South Wiimg, Memphis, Ten,nessee, furnished· the 
following informatio!lll: 

Mr. VANCE said he was "intcxicated" for the two 
days of April 3 and 4, 196iL Hee said .he went to the bathroom 
twice on April 4, 1968, at 9 aomo and at 3 p.m., and did 
not see anyone @r hear anyone on those two occasions. 
VANCE said he lives alone in his roomo He said he was 
completely unaware of any activity outside of his room 
for the two above-mentioned dates. 
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Date 4/11/68 

. · M:r! :~,. ·.L. MESSER, 422½ SG>uth Main Street,, Apartme.nt 
5, .... ~mph;iis, · 'Teliln~ssee, furnished the. fcllowi~g information: .. ·~ .. . . ' -

. ·M,:. DSSE!l'~ speaking in· a very loud- tone, stated 
that_bewas extremely ba:il"d of. bearing and was almost deaf •. 
He s~-te~. that h\!!t _:~id not· ·know- aDything had happened tbat ·. · 
was outof·th~ ordinary on April 4, 1968, an.d that be was in 
his· room the entire day-. Be stated he did not know anythi-n.g 
had occurred unti.l that .moi-ning; Apir:i.l 5,. 1968, when Mrs. 
Bl.EWER -t~ld hi,m -that ·.som.eene bad b~en killed. Mr. MESSER. 
stated· that he has,. been b.avi·ng trouble with his back and · 
that -It~ spend$ m~st:_of bis time ·either: in bed or sitting down· 

· in· liis room:. . · . . .. .· ·_ . 
He·. st·at_ed he. ~ould furnish no information in this . 

matter •.. ·. 
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\ 

FRANK M. MARLEY, 422½ South Main Street,.Apartment: 7, 
advised that he was home all day on April 4, 1968. He 
heard a loud noise about 6:00 p.m. on April 4, 1968, but 
he had been drinking heavily all afternoon, and he did not 
get out of bed to see what was happening. 

Hei did not see the man who rented Room 5B,. and 
he did not hear anything unusual after he heard the ·loud. 
noise. 
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. Ollll Apx>il 5 ~, 1968 9 · an ®ffoJr>t wa:s made by 
Lieutenant J. Pft BAMBY, Homicide Bureau 1 and SA 

t ·_·:,-.; .• 

· FRA:m«J'.JN'. L. ~to i~tex-view Mr • . FRANK :MILLARD MARLEY;t 
w~ite male, 81· years ol®l-9 tenant in Jr>oom 7 south wing of 
rooming house secolmd floor 9 422½ s. Maiim Street, Memphis-, 
Termessee. Extreme· di-fficulty was experienced ·:1n an effort 
~o ~nterview Mlr. MARLEY who stated be is 81 years of age.~ Mr,,,, 
MAIUaEY':stated he ha«f''heaird a shot ~ometime late in the . '· "· 
afternoon of April 4,' 1968, at which time he stated he was 
sta1nding on the back'por>ch (located -at the east end of a 
large hallway in the center of the ~outh building or so~t;h 
wing of the rooming house at this address),,. Be: stated that 
he was on the-back porch to ha~g out some clothing. Be · 
pointed out some items of clothing in water in .a wash pan.,, 
It was noted ·these.items of clothing had not befn wi:-qng out 
and· were. still in the wash water. · · ,.i:, · 

... - ' :f. ' ({ 
Mr. MARLEY related several different yerstons 

as. to· what he had ,een. amid where he had been lo~ated.,, at 
~~~, p():l~i stating t4~fe __ were __ ; 3 m.eirn. involve(!' in ~he sp.poting 
ii)f·,MARTIN LUTHER KINµ a~d .that he had s;een one,,,_qf th~m · · 
sl$,~ing ·aown a bank-~,_~ast of the above mentionecf)>ack'cpor·tion 
wherea~ the other 2" had run we~t out of the building, At . 
thi!S point 9 he stated that he was in the hail way· when the . 
2 men ran west al!lld ;,orme of them told. him "get the- hell out ,, 
of the way. " He a~so · stated at one point that Qne of the_ men 
running west had an "tamikee · brogue l't and -at anotheir point 
stated o~e of them-· looked li~e ain. Illlldian. . ·,, 
i ... :i .. -~; . -__ ;;: ·: ,; .~:::::· ~ ~. ; ;;;',•) 

·\-;; ' · Dwring ef~ijf ts to interview Mlr. MARLEY, Mr :t FRANK 
BREWER, husband of the landlady of this building, Mrs~ 
BESSXE'SREWERi, advised Lil:o J.. Do HAMBY an<d·SA FRANK.L~ 
JOHNSON that Mro MARLEY.is a complete alcoholic, stays drunk 

. all the time~ a!l'll<d he person.ally knows that Mr. MARLEY was ·' 
passed out ilh hts lrOIOm at the tint® M,r __ • BREWER', Mrs-~ BREWER., 
and aimothe1r tenamit Mr. BERTIE REEVES hea1rd a shot around "'· · 
6~00 P~, April 4 1 1968. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

.! Date --=-4/7.__·..,__./,_6::;;.:· 8=----.,.....,.,,.. ,......,,..,. ~ 

. ' 
BAROID CARTER11 422½ South Mainu Apartment 9, advis4!d'~·· f l: 

that he arrived at home. about 4i30 P,omo 11 on April 4, ·1968. 
He .. vent to his room and he was still there when he heard 
a shot about 6~00 Pomo He stayed in his room until the 
police came inside about 10-15 minutes latero 

CARTER did not see the man who rented Apartment SB, 
and he did not notice anything unusual before or after he 
heard the shoto He does not fe~l he bas anythi~g that 'WDUld 
help,in the investigation of this caseo 
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