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FD-3 02 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date _4""-/_7"'-/_68 ____ .,____ 

,1 

ALFRED W. EATON,.422! South Main Streetp 
Apartment lOg advise~ that he had been in and out of the 
apart~ent most of tbe day on April 4j 1968. He had been 
drinking that afternoon 9 and was taking a nap when 
he was awakened by a loud noise and some commotion outside 
the boardinghouse. He got out of bed, and looked out the 
back window of the house. He saw someone covering up a 
body across the s~reet. 

' ,. 
EA1'0_N did not see the person who rented _ 

Apartment 5B in _ t.he roominghouse. He also heard nothing 
in the other wing of the building, (where Apartment &B _is 
located) after the shot was fir~d. 

~ .. · -
EA'rQN s~id he went back to bed shortly thereafter, 

and did not know what actually 'happened until the morning of 
April 5, 1968. ' 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 
Date __ 4_/_l_l_/_68 __ ~--

Mrs. JESSIE LEO LEDBETTER, 422½ South Main Street, 
Apartment 1-B, Memphis, Tennessee, was interviewed with the 
following results: 

Mrs. LEDBETTER is a deaf _mute and an attempt was 
made by Agents to communicate with her by writing questions 
on pa.per and using various hand and head motions. Mrs. 
LEDBETTER was unable tG furnish any information of value in 
this matter. 

>,. • 
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-- -·-·-·--LORRA.INE MOTEL ; 
406 MULBERRY STREiT 
MEMPHIS, .TENNESSEE ·. 

(This .section o.f.- the report .. r.e.f.lects .. int.el,'view:s· 
:with .employees and custom~rs of t.he Lor-r.aine.-: .. , .... : 
Mote.-1, -~.as wel lJ as with persons . who actua.1 ly 
ob~~rved Dr. MARTIN LU'l'HER KING, .JR. on the 
bai<::011'y at th~ Lorraine Motel.) ' 

j 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ A-'-p_r_i_l_1_2_,_1_9_6_8 __ 

MARRELL MC CULLOUGH~ residing 270 Gaston, Apartment 6_, 
Memphis 1 Tennessee 9 telephone 947-4265, who is employed as a 
warehouseman by the Smntnerall Electric Company 9 345 S. ·Parkway, 
Memphis, telephone WHS-4455, advised as follows: 

MCCULLOUGH is a native of the state of Mississippi 
and has lived in Memphis 9 Tennessee~ since appro~imately F~bruary 
1967. He had been present at the Lorraine Hotel and Motel, 406 
s. Mulberry street 1 Memphis, from approximately 5:.55 p.m. until 
approximately 8:00 p.m. on Thursday 1 April 4j 1968, and was pres­
ent when Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR., President of tbe Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC)1 was shot. 

He explained his presence as follows: 

MC CULLOUGH1 who is a Negro~ had been a sympathetic 
supporter of the Memphis sanitation workers who had been on 
strike in Memphis beginning February l.2, 1968. 

Beginning around the early part of March 1968, MC~ 
CULLOUGH, in his spare time, has engaged in various strike 
support activities sponsored,by a group of Memphis Negro minis­
ters who have adopted the name commun1ty on the Move for 
Equality (COME). He has worked with this group and other 
supporters in the Memphis community engaging in sympathy 
marches and other strike support activity which is primarily 
centered in the headquarters of the M:inimum Salary Division 
of the AME Church 9 276 Hernando, Memphis, and at the Clayborn 
Temple AME Church at 280 Hernando. 

Around March 18~ 1968 9 the SCLC sent various of its 
staff to Memphis to assist the COME group in strike support 
activity, and in fact~ Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING JRe made a public 
speech in behalf of-the sanitation workers at M~son temple on 
the night of March 18 ~ 1968. Dr. KING returned to Memphis ::·on 
the morning of March 28 9 1968 9 to lead a mass downtown Memphi~ 
strike support marchj and after a major disturbance occurred in 
the Beale Street area of Memphis resulting in considerable 
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property damage by some of the marchers, the SCLC staff .left 
various of its members in Memphis to further organize' the : 
strike support activity. Shortly after March 28, 1968, Mr,~ · 
MC CULLOUGH became acquainted with two member·s of ·Dr. KING's 
staff; namely, Rev. JAMES ORANGE, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
and Rev. JAMES BEVEL, of Birmingham,_ Ala-bama, and Chicago,,·_ · 
Illinois, and he has worked with them on various projects since 
.that time. 

'' 
On the afternoon of April 4, 1968, MCCULLOUGH, w~o 

has a ·blue 1967 Volkswagen,· 1600 series, fastback, drove'•·to . 
the Lorraine Motel accompanied in bis car by Rev. JAMES ORANGE 
and Rev. JAMES BEVEL, and he fixed their arrival at the motel 
in the cax- a_t ab0ut 5:55 p.m. He parked his Volkswagen in the 
motel parking lot which would be on the east side of Mulberry 
and just south of the old hotel portion of the Lorraine Hotel 
and Motel. His car-had been followed by a white Pontiac Tem­
pest, exact model number not recalled, driven by CLARA ESTER, 
a student at LeMoyne College and who he understands resides at 
396 Laclede, Memphis, and another young lady~ MARY HUNT, -who 
lives on Baltimore street in the Orange Mound area of Memphis 
and_ who he believes attends Memphis Sta-te University. These 
young ladies had also been working in some of the strike support. 

·activity sponsQt,ed by COME, and they had been with BEVEL, ORANGE 
and MC CULLOUGH-1 at the Clayborn Temple prior to coming t(!f the 
Lorraine Motel. 

They parked their car behind the Volkswageµ.,·and· -at 
that point' BEVEL, ORANGE and MC CULLOUGH and HUNT -and" ESTER . ~ 
got out of their cars and staod around the parking lot area·. ,. 
MC CULLOUGH recalled seeing numerous other people on the :north '~ 
·end .of the parking lot area which ~s _directly in fr_o~~ .. of .. ,t~e,-.· .... ,,,'vi·•·',:•.:~ 
new motel portion af the Lorraine and recalled seeing a Negro ·l. 
singing group managed by JAMES BEVEL known as the "Bread' Basket· _--; 
Group." He did not know any of their specific ide~ti ties.'; , { 

MC tj(LLOUGH was first aware of the presence in·; _t~e,.' 
vicinity of Dr: MARTIN LUTHER KING.JR-. when he got out of his 
car and observed Dr. KING standing on the second floor -bal~ony: 
of the motel almost directly in front of Room 306, which had 
been Dr. KING's room during his recent visit to Memphis. Dr •. 
KING was leaning over the rail.Which runs in front of an out..,._ 
side walkway running the -length of the second floor_ motel . 
portion, and MCCULLOUGH noticed no one else on the J:>alcony 
with him at the time. 
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At this point, which would probably have been close 
to 6:00 p.m., either shortly bef0re or shortly thereafter, Mr. 
MCCULLOUGH walked back toward the car driv~~ by CLARA ESTER 
and Rev. BEVEL and Rev. ORANGE walked north on the parking lot 
toward the group of people who were standing there. 

Suddenly 3 MCCULLOUGH heard an explosive sound and· 
recalle~ that he was standing and facing north when he first 
heard it. He was standing south of the position occupied by 
Dr. KING and noted that the rail on which Dr. KING had been 
leaning runs north and south, and that KING would have been 
facing Mulberry Street, or jo the west with his back facing 
the doorway of the motel and to the east. MCCULLOUGH was 
unable to adequately aescribe the sound other than it was 
rather loud and had a seeming echo to it. He has served in 
the u. s. Army and would offer·an opinion based on his Army 
experience and limited knowledge of firearms that the noise 
which he heard was a gunshot sound. 

Immediately thereafter, someone in the crowd, identity 
not re ca 1 led 1• by MC CULLOUGH stated in essence , "Dr • KING h~s bee r.i 
shot." MC.ci:JLLOUGH pointed out that he had been facing north 
when he hearq the sound~ and upon hearing the person say some­
thing to the effect that Dr. KING had been shot, he looked eas­
terly and upward toward the rail where Dr. KING·had·been standing 
and observed Dr. KING falling -~~ckward in a southeasterly direc­
tion. It appeared as though Dr. KING may have been gn~sping 
with one of his hands for his throat area, although MCCULLOUGH 
could not be posit~ve as to the physical movement, if any, of 
Dr. KINGts hands. Almost immediately, MCCULLOUGH turned his 
head in a westerly direction looking across Mulberry street, 
which runs north and south 9 and saw no one, 'either on the ground 
or in any of the buildings which face east toward the Lorraine ii 

Hotel and Motel. He saw no one in the area in the vicinity of 
the motel with a gun or a weapon of any sort. 

He saw no one running from the area in any d irec~ion. ;;,_ 

A few seconds later 9 he recalled seeing a group of 
what he felt- were~··Memphis Fire Department employees running 
from the rear entrance of the fire station which faces Main 
Street and ·whf)se ,rear entrance fac~s Mulberry Street -and viq:'ic.h. · .. ,.· .... , .. ·· :.i 
is located just south of the motelp noting that 'these firemen'· 
seemed to be running toward the vicinity of the motel. 
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When MCCULLOUGH looked upward again at the point 
where Dr. KING had fallenj he was first conscious of seeing 
Rev. JESSE JACKSON 1 an SCLC staff member from Chicago, looking 
out a doorway of a motel room just south of the. room previously 
occupied by Dr. KINGo JACKSON would have been looking in a 
westerly or actually·a northwes1$n]Fdirection, because he was 
looking toward KING's prone body. 

Almost instinctively, MC CULLOTJGH ran up the outdoor 
iron and cement stairway which leads to the balcony from the 
ground level and which is located about two or three motel doors 
south of where KING'S body rested. He turned north on the b.al­
cony ~pon reaching the second floor level, running·toward Dr. 
KING' s ·, body, and noticed that Dr._ KING was lying prone in a· 
crosswise position with his head 'pointing in a southeasterly 
direction and his feet pointing in a northwesterly direction, 
his feet being located adjacent to the protective railing. 

Mr. MCCULLOUGH was the first person to reach the 
body of Dr. KING, and he knelt down to -Qr. -KlNG's prone bod:1,. 
Almost simultaneously, one of the Negroes at the motel, iden­
ti-ty not recalled, handed MC CULLOUGH a towe·l which MC CULLOUGH 
used to apply pressure. to the wounded area of Dr. KING's body, 
which he recalled was on tije right side of his face in t~e 
immediate area of his cheekbone and running down into his· upper 
neck area. The wound was recalled by him to be a large wound, 
not unlike a tear. The flesh on Dr. KING's face on the'right 
side thereof appeared to be torn backward toward the rear of 
his head area, and the wound appeared to start around the, 
middle of his cheekbone and continue downward into hi!:}, upper 
neck area. He also recalled seeing splotches of bloqd, possibly 
pinhead in size 1 in the immediate vicinity of the large wounded 
area, and his first impression was that these may have been 
minute pellet wounds, although he now .feels that they were 
probably mere blood splotches or spots. 

MCCULLOUGH attempted to apply pressure to the wound 
in an effort to stop the bleedingjl as the bleeding was quite 
profuse at this time, and as he knelt·~down and observed Dr. 
KING's body in its prone position with his back facing the 
concrete floor and the front side of his body facing upward, 
the wound would have had to have been caused by a bullet or 
projectile coming toward Dr. KING from a northwesterly direc­
tion since it entered the right side of his face and since KING 
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was last recalled being seen by .him looking directly west as 
he stood against the hand rail. It was his definite impres­
sion at the time~ and he still holds to this impression, that 
the shot would have conie from orie of the buildings to the 
northwest. There is~ series of old buildings located just 
west of the motel whose fronts would face on s. Main street, 
which is the next north-south street west of Mulberry. 

From the second story position of Dr. KING when he 
was _shot, coupled with the position of the wound beginning 
around his cheekbone area ~nd dropping down toward his neck 
area, he believes the shot in all probab\lity would have come 
from one of these buildings at an elevated level rather than 
from the ground area surrounding the buildings. 

MCCULLOUGH also recalle<;l that as he applied the 
pressure around Dr. KING's cheekbone and upper neck area with 
the towel, he was aware·of an unusual odor whi~h was similar 
to the odor which one smells when a firecracker is expleded. 

Shortly thereafter, he was conscious of the fact that 
CLARA ESTER and· MARY HUNT had come up onto the balcony and were 
s:tanding neaj: him~ By t_his time p there was no doubt in MC- CUL­
LOUGH 's mind that Dr ~ KING was dead. There was no movement in 
his body, and h"is eyes were immobile and be'bbelieves they were 
open·, al-though he could not be certain of th··is. He estimated 
he applied the pressure for one to two minutes» a-nd by this 
time, a number of Negroes had gathered around the body, and he 
recalled seeing Rev. RALPH B. ABERNATHY~ Dr. KING's chiet aide. 
ABERNATHY knelt down and began applying pressure with the towel 
which had originally been held by MCCULLOUGH. 

At this point, Rev. ABERNATHY relieved MCCULLOUGH, as 
MCCULLOUGH noted that CL:ARA ESTER and MARY HUNT were crying and 
appeared to.be shaken cqnsiderably at the sight of Dr. KING's 
body. He, was a_fraid they would become hysterical and he there­
after walked with them away from the area. They walked down the 
outside motel st~irs to the south of Dr. KINGvs body onto.the 
parking lot area and stood around. 
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By this time, it ,would probably have been a few_ 
minutes after 6:00 p.m~, and he observed a large number of 
members of the Memphis Police Department and possibly the 
Shelby county Sheriff's Office in the immediate area. one 
of the officers~''.'identity not recalled, asked all of. the 
people in the immediatetarea to remain and not leave. 

He estimated that he stood around the parking lot 
area in the immediate-hotel and motel area until close to 8:0Q 
p.m. and when no one had asked him specifically not to. ieay-e ,. 
he left and returned to the Clayborn Temple. 

He had been to the motel on Wednesday, ApriiC: s·, 1968, 
with some of the SCLC people and representatives of tl'fe COME · · 
group, and at no time while around the Lorraine Motel did he 
_recall seeing any individuals he co'u1d consider to be suspic­
ious or who may have given the impressioµ they were observing 
the area other than the fact that be had from time to time 
seen law enfo~cement officers in the area. He was unable io 
pinpoint the exact times when he had seen this •. 

MCCULLOUGH concluded that he knew of no suspects 
and had not recalled having heard any of his associates men­
tion any suspects or any suspicious persons who may have been 
frequenting the. area of the motel dijring the day or two prior 
to Dr~ KINGts death. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ A-p_r_i_l_8_2_1_9_6_8 __ 

Revereimd RALPH DAVU) ABERNATHY, 690 Ltai. Verllle Drive, No W., 
Atlanta~ Geo~gia, was interwiewed ~t the Memphis Police Department 
at 10~55 p.m,; April 4p 1968$ Reverend ABERNATHY was advised of 
the Agent's identity and of the n&ture 0£ the matter under investiga-
tion~ · 

Reverend ABERNATJRrf 9 who des~ri~ed hi~elf as Vice President 
at Large ::aind Treai.surer of the Sotttherl!ll Christian Leadership 
Conference 1 stated he wa~ Dl'o HARTIN LUTHER KING, JRo's closest 
associate and stated that he and Dro KING always shared a room 
whenever they travell~d togethere. He stated that at about 10:30 a;m. 
on. April 3 9 1968 9 be and Dr. KING registered at the Lorraine Motel, 
Maphis, Tennessee. 

Reverend ABERNATHY stated that on April 4 1 1968, he an4 Dro 
KING did not leave the motel and ~pent most of the day in their 
room, #306 9 which is located on-the second floor of the motelo 
He stated that he and Dr. KING ha~ been gone from their room for 
approximately one hour or le~s when they returned to the room at 
about 5:30 p .. m .. He said they got dressed as they were going to 
dinner at the home of Rewerend BILLY KYLE and that at almost exactly 
6 p.m. they started to leave the room. Reverend ABERNATHY stopped 
for a moment arid Dr .. KING walked out o~to the balcony just outside 
the door to his room. Reverend ABERNATHY was still inside the 
motel room but could hear Dr. KING discu~~ing the dinner engagement 
with other associates who Reverend ABERNAT'HY believes were standing 
in the parking area of the motel underneath and to the front of the 
balcony on which Dr. KING ~as standing. 

Reverend ABERNATJ{f stated he heard ~hat sounded like a fire­
cr&cker and then heard the screa!lll$ of persons to whom Dr4 KING had 
bee111 t&lting.. Reverermci ABERNATllff. wemrt t!h.en - to the ~a~cony. and· dis­
covered Bro KING lying.there wo~nded in the right side of the face 
andlllleCko He said.he believed Dlr., KING atte111pted to speak to·him 
but W$1.~ unable to do so. Reverend ABERNATHY said he instructed 
someone to call an amb~l~nce and then accompanied Dr. KING in the 
ambulance to the hospital where Drq KING subsequently died. 
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ME #4~:1897 : 

. , . . R~.welt"~lJlld ABERNA?VBJ s;t~.te~ that j udgi:ng :h,".Plill the Se?,U.Dd· .. , ~ ,,., . , J. ., 
of thi~ .noise ·it appe&redl tlmat the 2lhot cue f:rom _d;l.reotly ~n 
front. of'. 1:he door :m.nd not firom aimy gre®. t distaimc'$. ' H~ ·stated . 
he did not .Qbserwe &l!lt:y>thing thtt.t would ii1Miicate wbo .fired the 
shot.. Reve.r:S~d ABER~THY ai.lso st&ted that· whil~ .~ile:y were in 
the mo.~el roo~ Dr. KING did not 11 to i'Ai!S! kn.owlfi~gei, reoeive any 
telepho.ne calls of· a tl!ure&tenili:ag Datue or callsr .,:f;:X'ox,r persons· 
who would not .idemrU.fy themselves: · .Revel"end ABERNAffl s~id 
Dr. KX~«:i! :bad not feared that amiy part:icula~ pei-s~n$ .nti,ght 
h$i"m: _ him and ·t(evel"e:nd ABERNATB'f· ~as U!!ll&ble to s.Qgg~st any 
su~pe~:ts ijr ... t,,9 prov.vi.de· any .:,.ot.~$Jr' i,imfond.tion J(b,,.~h m;\ght 
assist in id'-!~tifyi:ag Dr. JU'.:WG~rs .iillex-. . . -·· 
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FEDERAL BUR,EAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 

Mro CHAUNCEY ESKRIOOE 9 123 West Madison Street, Chicago, 
lllinoist was interviewed at the Memp!lis Police Headquarters at 
12:05 a.om., April 5, 1968., Mr .. ESKRIOOE was advised of the 
interviewing Agent's identity and of the na~ure of the matter 
under investigation.· 

Mr. ESKRIDGE, who identified himself as General Counsel 
for the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, advised th.at 
be arrived in Memphis, Tennessee, at approximat~ly 11:30 a.m. 
on April 4, 1968~ He stated he had been With Dr. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JRo during a portion of the day on April 4, -UJ68, and at 
about 5:45 pom., was standing.in the pa.1'.'king area of the Lorraine 
Motel when D~ .. KING walked out oi his motel room onto the second 

·floor balcony of the motel and leaned over and·began to discuss 
his dinner engagement with other persons who were standing below 
the balcony. 

Mre ESKRIDGE stated he was standing with his back to 
Mulberry Street and was facing Dr. KING when he heard to his 
right rear a sound like a firecracker. He looked to his rear 
momentarily to.see if someone were behind him-and when he looked 
toward Dro KING again be saw him lying on his back on the balcony. 
Mr. ESKRIDGE said he heard only one_shot fired and he recalled · 
th~t Dr~ KING was standing in front of his motel room at the 
time he was struck. He stated he believed the shot came from 
the area of the houses overlooking Mulberry Street or from the 
high grass in the yards which were behind the houses overlooking 
Mulberry Street. 

Mr. ESKRIDGE stated he had been standing in the pa~king 
area of the Lorraine Motel for approximately 5 to 10 minutes 
prior to the shot and he h~d not observed anyone in the area who 
he believes might have fired the shot. He said he did not know of 
~nyone who wished to harm Dr~ KING and he stated he had no other 
information which he felt might assist in identifying Dr. KING's 
killer~ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

,1 Date __ ...._4__,_/-'-_1_3-'-/_-6.....,.8 __ <;.--,_ 

Mr .. S'0LOMON. JONES, J'Ro, 374 Van~e Avemt$, Memphis, 
who. is empl~yed · as a fU1.n1eral · director. for Ro · S" Lewi~,_. and·: Sorts 

· .. at., tbe same address was interviewed at the Lorra:f;.ne Motel, 406 
. .-Mull;J~rry 11 Memphis... · 

Mr .. JONES advise<t that ;he 'had been serving as . 
. ~hauffeur for Dr o MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR<>, on Dr.. KINCHs last 
trip to Memphis~ He believed-that he had started driving for 

,.Dr O· KING on, Ap_ril lo 19680 He stated that Re:verend JAMES LAWSON 
of;Memphis had requested him to drive Dr. KING while he wa~ in 
Memphiso ; 

On Wedne$day nights April 3, 1968,"Dro KING spoke· 
at the ~a.son Temple in Memphis and after the.: speech retµrned 
to the Lorraine Motel, 406 Mulberry, Memphiso ·or. J(ING told 
him to report back·to the-Lorraine Motel on-~hursday morning,a 

_April 4,.. l968q at 8:i30 aomo, as Dr .. KING wasJ due to go ·to 
. · court in Memphis in· r~gard to· a r~stra~ni~g ·order .. 

Mr .. ·.1oos stated that on Thursday morning, April 4, . 
196811 he .returned to the Lorraine Motel at about 8g30 · a.m. ,· ' 
which motel is located at 406 Mulberry. ke stated this motel 
is located on the e·ast side of Mulberry s~reet· and i~ ·bordered 
on the, .north by Huling Av~nu.e and on the :sot.1.tn ·by East• BU:tlero _. · -·. . . . ' , \, ·,_.}}t:_:,: . 

He advised that :be parked t!1Ae car.,wbi"ch was used to. 1 
·: ·•·/-'··· · ;_ 

drive Dr .. ·KING and which car was a 1967 Cadillac and belonged · 
to the~- s. ~is arid Sons hneral Hane, in the-parking area 
of the LOrraine:)to~el. He parked this car in front of Room ._ 
207 which is on the ground level of the -Lorraine Motel" The i 

car was headed •into the motel area which would have been in an·::· 
ea.sterly direction.. · ' . , , 

~ , 

A short time aftet he arriv.d.Reverend ANDREW YOUNG, 
an asseciate- •cf/ Dr o KING, cio~ta~rted JO~S and stated that Dr .. 

. KING .was not going to go to· cQurt :on the morning of April 4, 
· 1968u · and 'YOUNG was going to go to· cou-rt. Reverend YOUNG ·'. 

informed JONES that be was to remain at the motel as Dr. KING 
was to later that day ad.dress~ -t'he sanitation workers. 

;- . 
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JONES advised that he remained at the Lorraine 
Motel and ate his lunch at the motelo At about 3i00 p.m., 
April 4~ 1968, Reverend BILLY KIZER (phonetic), a minister.in 
Memphis, inforJned JONES that Dro KING and other members of his 
staff were going to have dinner at Reverend KIZER,• s home at 
.about 5g00 Pomo, April 4" 19680 

Mro JONES stated that Dr., KING did not leave the 
motel area the entire day of April 4u 1968, and JONES stated 
that he stayed in this area the entire dayo 

He advised that Drp KING and his group did not leave 
the motel at 5&00 p~.,I) as had been originally mentioned to h~m 
by Reve·rend KIZERo At approximately 6g00 p.,mo"' April 4, 1968,· 
JONES noticed Dr .. KING come out of_~ room on the balcony '· 
level of the Lorraine Motel which room w~s north of Room 306 
where Dr. KING.was residing. Dro KING proceeded to Room 306 
and as he was about to enter the room Dr., KING told JONES to 
star~ the car as they were preparing to go to di~nero. JONES 
stated he started the car and Dro KING went into Room 306 
where he was staying with Reverend ABERNATHY. 

Dr. KING came out of Room 30,6 a short· time later and 
was standing on the balcony area in front of Room 3060 At this 
time Dr. KING was fully dressed. Dre KING wa~ looking from the 
balcony level down to J'ONES who was standing beside the car on 
the ground levelo JONES advised.the car was still parked in. 
front of Room 2070 Dro KING was talking to JONES about the 
weather and JONES stated he told Dro KXNG he should put on 
a topcoat as it was cool outsideo He stated that he was 
l;ooking up at .Dr. KING during this conversation and Dr .. KING 
was facing west and that heQ J'ONES 0 was facing east. Dr. l.(ING 
acknowledged JONES concerning obtaining his topcoat. 

JONES stated while he was still looking_at Dr., KING 

','•, 
·,·; 

he heard a sound which he thought was a fire cracker o Dr. KING ;: > 
fell to the floor of the walkway in front of Room·J06o At this· 
point JONES could see blood coming from Dr•o KINGP and realized 
the sound was actually a shot rather than a fire crackero 

. ' 
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JONES stated that he started s~reaming and calling for help 
and repeatedly called several times 00Dr o KING' s been shot o 

0 

He advised that at the time of the shooting that 
JESSE JACKSON, a staff member of Dre KING 8 was standing, at 
Room 3050 He also reca~led that Dro KING 8 s lawyer by the 
name of ESKRIDGE of Chiciago., Illinois 11 was standing near :JONES 
on the ground level. 

After seeing Dro KING bleeding and realizing t~~t 
he was shoto JONES stated that he and ESKRIDGE did not run 
to the side of Dro KING as others were coming to Dr .. KING•s ai~. 
Howevero he and ESKRIDGE turned west since that was the direction 
in which the shot had origiirn1a1.t.edo and went toward Mulberry 
Street which street is located on the front portion of the 
motelo They ran about 50 feet and stopped opposite . the 
office of the motelo JONES stated he and the lawyer both 
then looked around and ~aw nothing. JONES stated he ran 
about another ten feet we~t and stopped at the .edge of 
the sidewalk in. front of the motel and stood beside a brick wall,. 
He stated ESI<RIDGE also ran up to same area opposite himo 11 

He advised when he reached this poi.11t he looked opposite the 
point where he was ~tanding which was also the driveway area. 
He looked opposite the driveway area toward the west side 
of Mulberry Streeto This area has a l~rg~ reta:ining wallo 
Immediately above the retaining wall is a grassy area with some 
small shrubs and busheso This are~ is behind some btildings 
facing Squth Main Streeto He got a quick glimpse of a person 
with his back toward Mulberry Street~ 

He estimated-ehe person he glimpsed would have been 
approximately 60 :feet from where he was standing., He pointed. 
out it was dusk d®rk and he merely got a quick glimpse of . 
someone in that areae He $tated th~t it was the back of this 
individual and he ~ould not tell whether the person was 
Negro or white., This person was moving rather fast and he 
recalls that he believed he was wearing ~ome sort of light 
colored jacket. with some :sort of a hood or parka.. He s-tated 
this, person apP.e~red to pim to b~ abp~t. s• 11°1 or a..:a little _.!:aller .. 
He dia n.ot see h:un ©arry1.ngr ainyt~g 1.n his nand anu <:11.d. no1.; · .• 
notice anything c~n~erning his dres$ be.low his waist11 · 
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He said he could not tell anything further abou~ 
this individual and it could have been ·an officer, but he· 
could not furnish any further details concerning thisindividual .. ,, 

,' ' 

He related that he did not look to his left or south 
<»Im Mulberry Street .. After taking a quick glimpse he immediately 
ran back to the motel area where Dro KING was located .. He ran 
up the middle stairway of the motel which stairway was opposite 
Room 308/ As he was running up the stairway he noticed a red 
ambulance had arrived and he believed this ambulance was a Memphi& 
Fire Department ambulanceo . 

At this point he stated he was in such a state of 
shock that someone puthi.m in Room 308 and he had to lie down 
for a moment. While thev were placing Dr." KING into the 
ambulanc·e, LEE BERN1'.RQ, an aide of Dr. KING, came into Room 308 
and told him to calm down and for him to drive the car and 
follow DroKING's ambulance. JONES stated he drove the car whicb 
had been used for Dr •. KING and followed the ambulance to the 
hospital. In the ca~ with him was Reverend ANDREW YOUNG and 
LEE BERNARD. 
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Rev~- BERNARD SOOTT LEE, 334 Auburn Avenue, Atlanta·,. 
Geergia, was interviewed at .. the Police Department, Memphis, · 
Tennessee, in the presence,-r:~f Lt. !fflM MARSHALL, Homicide · · 
Bureau, Memphis Police Dcepa?rtment •. Rev~ LEE voluntarily 
furnished the following information: ,.• 

Rev •. LEE stated that he came to Memphis on April 3, 
1968 9 with Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING 9 JR., and had been staying. 
at the Lorraine Motel since his arrival. He-was registered· 
in Room 205 and was alone in that room. He advised .that 
Dr. KING was registered in Room 306 with Rev. ABERNATHY ii: and 
their room was immediately above hi:s and one do~r south:'of 
his unit. ' 

Rev. LEE stated that be and Dr~ KING and.all members 
of their party had been ar~und the Lorraine Motel most of the 
day. He advised that he dressed f~r dinner and left his 
motel room at approximately 5 :,45 to· 5: 50. P.M, and we-nt ·to the 
court yard of the Lorraine Motel where he joined other·. 
members of the staff· of. the. Southern Christi.an Leadershi-p, . · 
Confe·rence (SCLC) ·a~d local eom~unity people. · 'LEE. ~ta-te.d·.:·,~t· 
that time he was. $tandi~g about ·three feet ·from· the steps · , 
on the'north ~~d of the court y~rd which led to the second 
floor of the motel~- He said he saw Dr. KING come out of 

~¼1?W'\f1\-ii'?: ;' ~\:; 

his room· at approximately 6:00 P.M. and.Dr. KING walked out 
·on the balcony in front of that room. Rev. LEE stated about 
that time his attention was directed to two female workers,' 
names unknown 9 who were followinit one of the staf·f cats of 
SCLC as they drove into the Lorr~ine .Motel. He said as he 
was looking at these individuals, he heard a·shot and knows 
that the shot came from across the street in front of Dr ... 
. KING~s room and which would be coming from the west. Rev.· 
LEE said he immedi~tely realized .that this was not a ,fire­
cracker.and that it was a shot from a high caliber rifle. 
Be.said,he based this on his experience in the u. s. Air 
Fo~ce and pointed out that he ~as fired the M-2 carbine .as 
well as the .22 caliber rifle. He said he immediately knew 
that this was not a blast from a shotgun but from a high caliber 
rifle,., Rev. LEE stated he immediately looked t0ward the 
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• 
buildings which were to the west of him but said he did not 
see anyone in any of the windows of these buildings who could 
have fired that shot. He said he only recalls seeing some · 
white police officers who had shotguns but knew at the time 
that this shot was not from a shotgun but from a high caliber 
rifle. Rev. LEE said he turned and looked at Dr. KING and sawi 
that he had fallen back and was lying on the floor of the 

- balco_ny. He said he believed that· he saw Dr. KING's hands 
leave the railing of the balcony and that this indicated to 
him that Dr. KING was leaning over the b$lcony rail at the 
time of the shooting. Rev. LEE said he saw Rev. YOUNG 
running up the steps which were on the north end of the motel 
leading up to the second floorp and he immediately started 
to where Dr. KING w~s 1 following behind Rev. YOUNG. He said 
when ne reached Dr. KING 9 Dr. KING W$S lying on the balcony 
floor in a large pool of blood. He advised that he could 
tell that a bullet had torn out a section of the right side 
of Dr. KINGis face between the high cheek bone and the 
lower bone of the jaw. Rev. LEE said he immediately asked one 
of the police officers who had rushed to Dr. KING to call an· 
ambulance and he said an ambulance appeared on the scene 
shortly thereafter. 

Rev. LEE pointed out that !he only heard one S\\<?,t and 
is of _the positive opinion that this slhot came from a h~~i;!t · 
powered rifle and definitely not any type of a shotgun. 'He, 
advised he did not see imycme fleeing tlhle area around the 
motel who might have any connection with the person wh9 shot 
Dr. KING and stated tb.a.t at the time of the shooting he did not 
see anyone on the balcony of the mqtel with Dr. KING. 

' ' 

Rev. LEE continued by advising that the only in­
dividuals he can identify 'by name whc( were in the court yard 
of ,the Lorraine Motel at the time of the a:i"hooting were Rev. 
ANDREW YOUNG, Attorney CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE, and :Mr. SOLOMON 
JONES. Rev. LEE st~ted that there were other individuals 
at the motel at the time of the shooting but he cannot 
identify them by n8ime. Rev. LEE stated tlhiat Rev,. ABERNATHY 
was in Room 306 at the time of the shooting and was probably 
the first person to arrive ~t Dr. KXNGts side after the 
shooting. Rew. LEE stated that when he arrived at the place 
where Dr. KING was lying, Dr. KING was',unconscious but did 
attempt to make some sounds which he ~ould not understand" 
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Rev. LEE advised that Dr. KING w~s put in an ambulance, and 
Rev. ABERNATHY accompanied him t@ the h~spital. 

Rev. LEE advised that he h~s n~ idea who is 
responsible for shooting Dro KING and said he noticed nothing at the time of the shooting whi~h might be of value to identify 
this individual. He reiterated th~t he was not locking at 
Dr. KING at the time he was shot but was locking in the area 
of the court yard around the Lorraine Motel. He stated these 
are all of the facts that he c~n recall at the present time 
regarding the shooting of Dr. KING and the events which happened 
immediately after the shooting. 
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Rev. ANDREW Jo YOlJNG 9 1988 Veltre Circle, S~W 01 · 

Atlanta, Georgia, honne telephone 753-8320, business tele-· 
phone 522-1420 9 was interviewed by Detectiwe R0 R0 DAVIS, 
Homicide Bureau 9 Memphis, Termlllessee, Police Department, ·and 
SA EUGENE G. DOUGLASS at the Mempllds J?lo>Jl.ice Deprartment at 
$ppr@ximately 11:00 PoMo 

Rev. YOUNG advised tlm.t he is the Executive Vice 
President of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC). He stated that on Apwil 4. 1 1968, at approximately. 
6:00 P.Mo he was at the Lorraine Motel, 406 Mulberry, Memphis, 

He advised that Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 
occupied Room 306 of. this morll:el 9 and Rev. YOUNG occupied 
Room.209. He stated that at approximately 6:00 PaMa, April 4, 

,1968, they were preparing to go to dinner with other members 
· of tne SCLC staff. He advised th~t Dr. KING was standing on 

the second floor on the balccorny portion of the motel and Rev,, 
YOUNG was down in the court yard·just below Dr. KING. He 
advised that Drq KING came out o~to the baleony in front of 
Room 306 of the motel 1Blnd C$.lled down to M~o,· SOLOMON JONES, 
JR9 9 who was standing on the ground level a.nd advised 
Mz'.;•~ JONES to start the motor of the car. Rev. YOUNG stated 
that he overheard M~·•f JONES say to Dr. KING 1 °1 think you 
need a coat 0 and then Ravo YOUNG adwised that a staff member. 
drove up in a car on the driveway of the motel, and b.e turned 
away te look at this individu$l. 

At this point he stated he heard a sound and thought 
it wa.s a firecracker but then !me l@l!)ked up and observed.Dr. 
KING lying on his back en the floor of the balcony of Room 
306 e Rew. YOUNG stated he ll?&n up the S'\l:$irs to Dr~ KING and . 
observed- that Dr~ KING w~s seriously.wounded. He then looked 
across the street and eibseJrVed police officers coming from 
the area where he thought the shot mmy have come from but 
stated he observed no one elseo 

, . Rev. YOUNG advised that the pCl>lice off ieers then 
called for a Memphis Fire Department ambul$nce attd he stated 
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be helped cover Dr. KIN@ with a blanket a~d stated he ebserved 
th~t Dr. KING was losi~g bl@@d rapidly. He stated that at 
this time he checked Dro KING 0 s pulse a~d n@ted it was very 
strong. He stated thi~ was just prior to the arrival of the 
am~ulance 9 but ~e noti©ed bl@@d ccmin~ from the wound on the 
right side of Dr. KING 9

~ ~e©ko 

Rev. YOUNG st~ted that wbe~ he referred to the area 
from which he 'thought the shot had @ome, he was referring 
to a large clump of busbes which is-located on the west side 
of Mulberry' directly opposite fro• the area where Dr. KING's 
r@om was located. He p@inted out that the motel is located 
on the east side of Mulberry. He stated he was ~tanding . 
on the gro~nd level b®l@w Dr. KING talki~g to~ staff member, 
whose name he could n~t rec~llp whe~ be he~rd tbs sound which 
he. later determined t~ I»®~ gu~shot. He st~ted that he would 
not· nave been able to @bserwe ~ fl~sh from a gun being fired 
o~ the west side of Mulb@rry $S the ~wimming pool wall 
blocked his view from th&t area. 

He p@inted cut t~at immedi~tely after seeing Dr •. 
KING fall he ran upstai.i_rs to f£ssis1t Dr. KING and then looked 
aeress the street but did n~t see ~ny c~rs le~ving _the scene 
in~ hurry 2nd saw no individuals who he felt could have been 
responsible fer the shooting. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date April 15, 1968 

CEOLAR SHAVERS, 610 F Brownmall, Clayborn Homes, 
Memphis, Tennessee 1 fµrnished the following information: 

She advised that she formerly was employed as a maid 
at the Lorraine Hotel and JAotel, 4,06 Mulberry Street, Memphis, 
Tennessee, and that she was on duty on the 11:00a.m. to 
7:30 p.m. shift on April 3 and 4, 1968. 

She also stated that sometime around 6:00 p.m. on 
April 4, 1968, pursuant to instructions from her employer, 
Mr. WALTER BAILEY, owner, Lorraine Hotel and Motel~ she was 
proceeding along the second level of the motel on the balcony 
in a southerly direction to clean two rooms, which had not been 
taken care of by the ~id assigned to these rooms. It was 
not normally her responsibility to clean these rooms, but 
the other maid left work at about 5:30 p.m. without attending 
to them. 

She stated she had not as yet passed Room 306, but 
estimated that she was in front of Room 304 proceeding in the 
direction of Room 306 when she heard what she thought was a shot. 
She stated the sound was very loud, and caused her to drop so~~ 
sheets, which she had been carrying 1 and that it frightened 
her quite a bit. 

She stated that right after µearing the sound, she 
looked down into the courtyard parking 1ot area, and saw many 
people beginning to assemble. She advised that she then looked. 
in a northwesterly direction toward some buildings where she 
believed the sound came from. She stated that.she did not see 
anyone, and definitely did not see anyone in the bushes on the 
west side of Mulberry Street nor did she see anyone running away 
from these bushes. 

She also stated that she had been employed at the 
Lorraine for about six weeks, and during that time cannot 
recall seeing or hearing anything suspicious nor anything which 
she would consider·to be connected with the assassination of 
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DRo MARTIN LUTHER KING,. JRe 

She further advised that after being startled by the loud 
noise,which sounded to her like a shot, she was very frightened 
and did not look at DR. KING. She did not see him get hit. 
She did look at him shortly thereafter, and saw him as he :f~ll 
to the ground. She remembers looking at his feet as he fell. 

She stated she then quickly went down the steps to 
the ground level, and recalls nothing else relating to the 
sound. • ," •,,ri 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date -~4_,_/..,.121.......,.6...,8'-------~ 

WALTER LANE BAILEY, owner, Lorraine Motel and Hotel, 
406 Mulberry Street, Memphis, Tennesseej furnished the following 
information: 

He has owned the Lorraine Motel and Hotel since 1945 
and Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING had stayed there on approximately 
twelve occasions since 1958. To the best of his knowledge, 
Dr. KING had never received any threats on his life while staying 
at the hotel~ To .. his knowledge, no one,. had been acting in a 
suspicious mamier~ -'such as asking questions. about Dr. KING['s 
whereabouts, nor had he heard of anyone walking or driving up 
Mulberry looking as if he were 11casingn or "sizing up 11 the 
location during any of Dr. KING's visits. 

He stated he did not know Dr. KING very well but ·be""' · 
lieved he was acting very strangely on April 4, 1968. He ·s·a•i;'d:·tbat 
Dr. KING norma:tly was very busine,sslike in manner_and nee: "joked· 
aroundn but on 'that date at the motel he was very jovial and was; 
'1teasing and cutting up 1t. He belitived this type of behavior was 
ou\ of·character with Dr. KING's past activities and thought it 
strange but could attach ~o meaning or significance to it. 

Mr. BAILEY said he heard what he thought was a shot 
at approximately 6: 00 p.m., on Aprj.l 4, 196a, while he was in 
the northern lower section of his hotel. He could feel the 
mtire ·hotel shake when the shot weri.t off. He ra,n outside and 
looked up and saw Dr. KING lying on the balcony in•front of his 
room, which was #306. He said confusion was all around the 
hotel arl he could not recall any details·after looking up at 
Dr. KING. 

He said he had absolutely no informa~ion or thoughts 
on the assassination of Dr. KING-bt1.t would notify the FBI 
should he acquire any information of value. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date 4/12/68 

OLIVIA HAYES, maid, Lorraine Hotel and Motel, 406 
Mulberry Street, Memphis 1 Tennessee, advised that she was on 
dutf·at-that motel from 12:00 noon until 8:0Q p.m., Ap:X:il 3 and 
4, 1968. . 

She advised that she was! 11cleani11g up 11 the rooms on 
April 3, 1968,, and worked as a desk clerk on April 4 1 1968~. 

She advised that she was not in a p9sition to observ~ 
anyone on Mulberry Street on April 3, 1968, since she was 
cleaning up on the inside. She further advised that she could 
not observe Mulberry Street from her location behind the desk 
on April 4, 1968, and did not see ~nyone on Mulberry when she 
took her work breaks. · 

. HAYES said thatro one made inquiries concerning Dr. 
KING to her and no one acted suspiciously on either date, that 
she could recall. 

She stated she could rec~ll nothing relating to the 
assassination of Dr. KING and could furnish no information at 
all. 
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l Date __ 4:;.-;. . .1...l.ll!:!.2.1.../~68~ _ _;_, __ 

MARY ELLEN NORWOOD, Desk Clerk and cook, Lorraine 
Motel and Hotel, 406 Mulberry Street, Memphis, Tennessee., 
furnished the following information~ ' 

She worked from 3:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m., Apri.l 3,,. 
_and April 4, 1968, at the Lorraine Hotel in the kitchen ·:ri·· 
cooking food_. She heard a shot around 6: 00 p.m. on April 4:," 
1968, and ran out of the kitchen, out the back door on the···• 
eastern side ot the hotel, looked around, but saw nothing 
and re-entered the hotel and ran out of the main entrance· 
on the east side of the hotel. She looked up and saw Dr; 
KING lying on the balcony in front of room 306, but at'.no 
time did she look in a westerly direction towards South Main 
Street. She said she has no other information concerning the 
assassination off Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., and would 
immediately n_otify the FBI should she. recall or obtain ariy 
further information. · :.,., 

if- . 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ 4_,_/.....;;l;.;_2_,_/_6.,_;.• 8~--~~ 

EUNIS E. MILLER, cook and waitress, Lorraine Motel ~nd 
Hotel., 406 Mulberry Street, Memphis, Tennessee, advised that 
she worked at the hotel from 7:00 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. on -· 
April 3 and 4, 1968~ She said she had absolutely no infor~ 
mation regarding th: assassination of Dr. MARTIN LVTHER KING1 

. JR~, as she worked 1nsid e the hotel both days and was not · 
outside at all during her working hours. 

She advised she would notify the FBI should she 
remember or obtain any information regarding the assassination. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date __ A_p_r_i_l_l_O_~_l_9_6_8~-

·Mr. GUY WARREN CANIPE, JR~, 1078 Brower Roadj 
Memphis 9 Tennessee 9 telephone number 324-0344 9 owner of 
Canipe Amusement Company~ 424 South Main Street, Memphis, 
Tennessee 9 telephone number 525-0439 9 furnished the following 
information to Lt~ J. Do HAMBY» Homicide Bureau, Memphis 
Police Departmenti and Special Agent FRANKLIN L. JOHNSON: 

He has been in busine~s in the South Main Street 
area for the past twenty years~ His store had been closed 
and unattended most of the day 1 April 4 9 1968, he having 
been with Mr$ EDWIN BODENHEIMER 9 180 Clark Place 9 Memphis, 
one of his competitors and a close friend 1 during the day~ 
He had left his store around 9:00 or 9:30 A.Mo and did not 
return until after 5:00 PoM& 

Soon after he returned 1 two Negro males came into 
his store and started looking at phonograph records on some. 
shelves on the south side of the store near the front door~ 
He had been playing records on a HjukeboX 99 located toward the 
front of the :store~ He did not hear a shot or no·ise which ,, 
he thought might be a shot anytime around 6~00 PGM. One of 
the Negro men was overheard by him subsequently to say that 
he 9 the customer, did hear a shot~ 

Sometime around 6:00 PoM. (although he has no way 
of fixing the time) 9 he heard a nthud0 in the vicinity of 
the front door of his store~ He looked up to observe a 
bundle lying in front of the door to his store. He pointed 
out that the front door of his store is offset or located in 
a recess off the sidewalkQ Almost simult.aneously as he looked 
up after hearing this ivthud 9 vf he saw a white man walking 
south on the sidewalk in front of his store~ 

After hesitating momentarily~ Mr9 CANIPE walked 
out onto the sidewalks looking in both directions to see 
what happened to the man who obviously had dropped this 
bundle$ As ~e did this 9 a white small car 1 possibly a compact, 
pulled away from the curb on the east_ side of Main Street 
at a point just south of his ~tore. There was only one man 
in the car 9 namely the driver .. 
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When lilt". CANIPE looked north on Main Street .he'_ 

I 
I I 

saw a Deputy Sheriff walking rapidly on the sidewalk ~n the . 
east side of Maini' appr(tlia10hing Mr. CANIPE~ this Deputy hav~ng. 
his revolver drawn. Mr'o CANIPE, concluding that somethi1;1g · 
unusual had just occurred~ immediately stepped back into 1 

his store. This Deputy proceed~d south on the ~idewalk past 
his store, not stopping. A short time later after other' 
officers had arrived, he saw this same Deputy and talked. 
to him~ He does not know hi$ name. 

. After additional officers arrived~ their attention· ;\ 
was called to the bundle lying to the front of CANIPE! s store-~ 

As to the contents of the bundle or package whic~~ 
he observed, he pointed out that it appeared to be a rather 
large pa$teboard box about the size he would expect a sho"tgun 
or'rifla to be shipped in. The top of this box was ajar and 
he observed a portion of a gun barrel. There was some type 
cloth over the top of this bundle 9 which cloth was green· in 
color and which impressed him as possibly being a curtain of 
some kind. In obse~ying this bundle he noticed that the . 
pasteboard bo~~;,ffe word 0 Browninge9 on it! ae also saw 
some type of suitcase or brief case underneath-the c~~th~ 

·t.f-. . 

I • 

As to the parking situation in. front of his storEt-, ·'(/"•'! 
Mr?· CANIPE furnished the following information: · · ·· · · :; 

In front of his ~tore on the east side of Main 
there are three parking spaces between a fire plug an~ a 
driveway south of his storeo He usually is able to park 'in 
one of these spaces. However~ when he arrived at ... -his .store 
after 5~00 P~M. 9 April 4 9 1968 9 all three of these spaces 
were filled and he had to park his 196~ red station wagon at 
a point south of the above mentioned driveway. He does not 
recall noticing the make and model of the three cars parked: 
in these spacesi, but he is certain that there was a white , · · _ 
~maller car 1 posis·ibly a Valiant or Com.et 9 parked in the · 
parking space nearest his door (which will be referred to 
as parking space nwnber one). He does not recall the cars 
parked in spaces two and three ~ .>uth of this wlii te car,; 

He i~ certain in hi~ own mind that the white small 
©ar he saw pull away from the curb as he looked out of his 
door .9 as outlined above~ was parked in either number two . . · .. --. •.' : _ ._-.. 
parking space or number three parking space, but he does not< ·:• _,-.,;,,,v~- : .. f-:, .. ··< 
know which of these spaces this car was parked in. _ He cannot· 

68 

-------------- --------------'-'-'-~-~·-·J 
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ME 44-1987 
3 

• 
further describe the car that pulled away 9 but he heard one 
of the Negro male customers tell the Police that this car 
that pulled away was a Mustang. He definitely knows the· 
car was white and was s~re that the car was a smaller car, 
possibly a compact ca!"p rather than a full=si~~ average 
American car such as a standard model Ford or Chevrolet. 
He stated that it would be his judgment that the car was 
at least a 1965 or later model. He did not observe the 
license plates at all9 

Based upon the period of time which elapsed from 
the time he heard the HthuitiQj near hi~ front door until the 
time he walked out of his f~ont door and saw the white small 
car pulling away~ coupled with the fact that he did not see 
a man p~oceeding south on the sidewalk as he looked south, 
Mr. CANIPE feels that the man who had dropped or thrown the 
bundle in front of his store was the man driving the white 
small car away from the curbp as outlin~d above. He only 
knows that this man in the mmall white car drove north on 
Main past his front door. He does not know whether the 
car tu~n@d off Main Street at the next block or whether it 
continued to proceed north on Main StreetG He does not 
think that the car waa traveling unusually.fast and he did 
not hear the tires ~i8creechv' as the cHtlt" :ieft. 

As to a de$@ription of the man who dropped the 
bundle and walked south on Main pa~t his store 1 Mr. CANIPE 
stated that he only had the oppo~t~nity to view this man 
momentarily~ ~eeing the back.of thi~ man. He stated he saw 
the man's back and the man 11 s left side o.nly. He stated he 
did not see the man's face unless pOS$ibly he got a · · 
fleeting glance at the .left side of the. mangs face. Mr. 
CANIPE furnished the following de~cwiption of this man: 

Race: 
Sex~ 
Age: 
Height: 

69 

White 
Male 
25 - 30~ possibly older 
5'10" - 6' . 
(at fi~$t placed height at 
6 feet but on reflection 
stated man might be shorter 
and in no event could he 
be certain as to approxi­
m&te height) 
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Build: 
Hair: 

Dress: 

Over-all Impressi~n~ 

• I •11 r •! 
• , 1f [ .' •~ : I 

; ,'. 

175 = 200 pounds 
(at first estimated weig~-J; , .. 
at 170 ... 185, stating .if·, 
:man is as tall as 6 · f~et· · 
then he might weigh as, mu'c.h 
as 200 1 as he gained ·· 1 

impres~ion man was "chunky'O; 
''Chunky9

' • .. 

Dark 9 cut normally · :; 
(def in.i tely bareheaded); 
Gained impression man weari~g 
dark colored suit 
Very clean, neat in appearal).c.e, 
clean cut,, · ' 

Mr$ CANIPE advised that no one was in his store at 
the time of the above related incident other than the two 
Negro:males~ one-of whom ha~ been purchasing records from 
him in the past 1 the other not being recalled as a former 
customero He stated that he cannot recall any oth~r persons 

:4>1{ in the immediate vicinity at the time 9 and the next person 
he saw after seeing the unknown man who-dropped or threw 
down the bundle was the above mentioned Deputy Sheriff who 
wap·: walking rapidly on the east side of Main Street towar_d 
CANIPE's store 9 having his gun drawn 9 when Mr. CANIPE looked 
out .:the door aisi outlined above. He described this Deputy; -;-
as a white male, age twenty to thirty 11 bareheaded, 5'10", 
165 pounds, wearing a Sheri_ff's Office uniform and definitely 
having the Shelby County Sher.iff 0 s Office insignia on his arm, 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date _ _,;....A..,_p.;.;_r_,i.;_l_· _l_0_,_,----'--·l:_9_6_8_ 

MrG BERNELL FINLEY9 1468 Kyle, Memphis, Tennessee, 
home telephone number 275-6524, who stated that he is ~n 
offset pressman at the Church of God in Christ Publishing 
House, 930 Mason Street, Memphis, Tennessee, telephone 
number 526-1169 9 was interviewed at his home by Lt. J. D,t· 
HAMBY, Homicide Bureau, Memphis Police Department, and 
Special Agent FRANKLIN L. JOHNSON. He furnished the 
fellowing information: 

He got off work at approximately 5:20 P.M., 
April 4 9 1968, and he and a fellow employee~ JULIUS GRAHAM, 
drove in Mr. FINLEY' s car, a 1964 white, four-door Rambler, . 
directly to Canipe Jlmusement Company 9 424 South Main Street,,'· 

. where they wanted to look over some old phonograph records':·· 
.. ·':·. ,,;,;,t,.s they procee~~p north on South Main Street to the vicinity f, 

•. ,,-··1of this store, they observed that all of the parking spaces 
•.d in the block in front of CANIPE's store on the east side. of· 

Main were filled with automobile$~ They continued north on 
South Main to Huling Street 9 turning right and parking ~~;·t. 

FINLEY~s car near a driveway under construction in the fi~~t 
bl~ck east of Main Street6 They walked directly to Canipe 
Amus~~ent Company~ He estimated they arrived there about 
5~30. P.-M. There were no customers in Canipe Amusement 

,t,j\"li - . 

Comp~liy other than Mr. FINLEY and Mr~ GRAHAM. The two of 
them proceeded to look at old records in shelves on the south 
s.ide of the store near the front of the store. The owner, 
Mr o CANIPE, was playing the \>\>jukebox. ft 

Sometime around 6:00 PoM., Mr. FINLEY heard a 
noise that sounded like a shot. He does not know whethe,r, 
Mr. · GRAHAM or Mr. CANIPE heard this noise, as they sa.i(J.1 · 

nothing and he said nothing. He attached no part icu.la,>;· , ._.. , 
significance to hearing this noise at the time, but co~·~Pft~l 
to look at records. · Shortly thereafter. and certainly w,i,t.-i'i;,n: 
a matter of just a minute or so 9 he heard a second noise near. 
the front door of CANIPE's store. He, Mr. GRAHAM, and Mr. 
CANIPE all immediately looked to the front door where they 
saw a box or package or bundle lying immediately in front ? 
of the door of this store. As his attention was attracted r,:f•,~.t 

,, 1$-.' ,,{ /~·-
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to this box Olt" package.? he al~o saw a man walking rapid1.y, 
south on the sidewalk on the east side of Main 9 it being 
obvious that this was the person who had dropped or thrown 
the package in front of CANIPE's store~ there being no one 
else around in that area and the box er package not having 
been there earlier. 

Mro FINLEY recalls that Mr. CANIPE walked up to 
the door and Mr. FINLEY followed him. Mr. CANIPE opened 
the door and started outside but imm~diately backed up and 
said 9 °Get back 9 there's some kind of trouble out here and 
I don't want no part of it." Immediately thereafter, Mr. 
FINLEY saw a Deputy Sheriff walking rapidly on the sidewalk 
south on Main, with his gun drawn, this Deputy not stopping 
but continuing south on Main in the same direction in whiQh 
the above mentioned unknown man had walked. A few minutes 
thereafter he saw thi~ same Deputy in front of CANIPE's store 
with his gun.still drawn looking up as though he were trying 
to observe the upper storie~ of the buildings in the vicinity&!, 
A number of other officers arrived immediately thereafter, 1

'! 

all of them being on foot_ 

Just about the time that Mr. CANIPE started out 
of the front door of the ~tore 9 Mr. FiNLEY heard the 0 s~reec,h0 

of tires and looked up to see a white Mustang speeding north· 
on Main past CANIPE's store& 

Mr. FINLEY explaine~ that there was a car parked 
in front of CANIPE's store a~d therefore he did not get a .. 
full view of the car which had sped away 9 but he did see 
the rear portion of the rooflinev a$ well as the trunk of 
the speeding car, and there i~ no question in his mind that 
this was a white car and there has been ~o question in his 
mind but what the car was a Mustang$ 

At the time thi~ car sped away 9 Mr. FINLEY st~ted 
that he did not associate the speeding white Mustang with 
the man who had dropped the box or package, but after he 
learned what had occurred and after reflecting on the matter, 
he is now of the opinion that the man who dropped the package 
and walked south on the ~idewalk past CANIPE's store was 
probably the man who got into the white Mustang and sped away 
from the area 9 going north on Main~ As nearly as he can · 
recall the sequence of the events, this white Mustang sped 
away from the curb moments before the Deputy Sheriff walked 
south past CANIPE's store. 

·' 
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As to the cars in the parking spaces in front-of 
and to the south of CANIPE 0 s store on the east side of Main, 
Mr~ FINLEY advised th:at the car in the first position (that 
is, the car in front of CANIPE?s store) was there when he 
first arrived at CANIPEus $tore and was there when he 
eventually left the areao He stated that after he had been 
questioned by Poli©e and left CANIPEqs storej there were 
no other vehicles immediately behind the car in front of 
CANIPE's storeo He stated he was not in position to tell 
whether the speeding white Mustang pulled away from a parking 
space immediately behind the car which remained parked in 
front of CANIPE's sto~®» or whether possibly it pulled away 
from a parking space fil\ll'ther south of this point. 

Mr~ FINLEY stated that he simply did not observe 
whether thare was one or more occupants in the speeding 
Mustang 9 and he did not observe the license plates on this 
Mustange He stated that the Mustang was one of. the standard. 
varieties and not the 11Fastb:ackv' variety of Mustang~ · 

Mr~ FINLEY stated that the first person he saw 
in the area after his at tent ion was fi1rst ail:::tracted by the 
dropping of the box was the ra1,bove m~:ntioned Deputy Sheriff 
with .a revolver in his hand 9 and he knows of no one other· 
than himself~ Mr~ CANIPE 9 and Mr~· GRAHAM who saw the man 
in question and who saw the white Mustang speed away from 
the area, going north on Main. 

As to the box or package dropped or thrown down 
by the unknown manv Mr. FINLEY stated that he observed a 
pa~teboard bom: about 4 feet x 6 or 8 inche~ x 3 or 4 inches, 
having a tag of some kind on it 9 the top to this box being 
partially off to the·point where he could see from one foot 
to 18 inches of the barrel of a gun. Eventually he observed 
that this gun was a rifle with a scope on it~ There was 
some type of luggage 9 approximately 2 feet x l½ feet x 6 or 
8 inchesp larger than an attache ca~e 1 and some type of 
cloth folded over both of these item~6 

M:r· e FINLEY stated. that after the above mentioned 
armed Deputy Sheriff walked past CANIPEe~ store and after 
some other officer~ had arrived and were in front of CANIPE's 
store 9 Mr. CANIPE m©tioned to th~ officers from inside 
CANIPE's store 1 attracting the attention of one of them and 
pointing out the item$ left in front of the store and 
explaining to them what had oce~~redo 
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As to a description of the unknown man who dropped 
or threw down the pa©kagev Mr~ FINLEY pointed out that he 
saw this man only momentarily, the ~an not taking over one 
or two steps while still in Mrc FINLEYgs view. He 1 stated 
that he nonly got a gl im.pse of the man 9 ~Q not [:jeeing his 
face except enough of the left side of the man's face to 
tell that he was a white man. He furnished the following 
description of this man: 

Race: 
Sex: 
Age: 

Height: 

Weight~ 

Build: 
Haiir: 

Dress: 

White 
Male , 
Simply not in a position to 
judge other th~n to state 
that man was not an old man 
(based upon the manner in' 
which he walked). 

5 ~ 8 9
' to 5' 10n. (Mr. FINLEY 

at first placed the height 
at 5'699 to 5 9 8° stating 

' 1 
that his final estimate 
was a little better than 
a gue~:s). 
Around 160 pounds (stating 
that his estimate as to 
weight would vary depending 
on the man's height, that 
the man was not skinny and:" 
not fat but had an ave rag~ . 
011.dld) e , ·• \11".~ . 

·Average 
Simply cannot recall obser•ving 
area cf man's head; does not 
recall whether wearing hat,; 
does not recall observing hair. 

' Wearing dark suli t '·r · 
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FED£RAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION: 

l Date Apl"il 10 11 196~ 

Mx'o JULIUS Lo GRAID\M 9 Apawt~ent 5 9 804 North 
Fifth StEe@t 9 MemphiS 9 Ta~ne~~ee 9 t~l@phone number 521=381~ 9 

employed as general a~~i~ta~t at t~~ Chur©h @f God in 
CJ:urist Publi$hing :Houm@ 9 ~31{)) Ma~@lffi St1r~et 9 M:emphiml, Tennessee 1_ 

teleph@n® numbew 526=116i 9 f~wni~h®d th~ f@ll@wing information 
t@ Lt~ J~ D& HAMBY, H~mici~e Bur~a~ 9 Memp~i~ P@lice Department, 
and Special Agent FRANKLIN Le JOHNSON~ 

He a@©@mpani@@ MrQ BERNELL FINJLE'f fr@m their 
place of empl@~@nt to Canipe Amu~@ment Company, 424 S©uth 
Main Stre~t 9 Mamphi~ 9 where th~J arriwe~ about 5~30 PeM, 
on April 4~ 19680 Ha recall~ that a~ they &pproachect·the 
store 9 pro~e~ding no~th on M~in Stweats thG~~ we~e n@ parking 
spa~e~ on th~ ea~t ~id® of Mai~ in the blo~k in front @f 
this store~ He also re@all~ that a~ t~ey we~e looking for 
a parking space t-here definitely weX".e two white c.ar:s·in 
the pall"k.ing spacem in f:ii."'@!!'Jl.t of al!ll.d to the south of Canipe 
Amu$ement Company~ The second of the~e two white cars, o~ 
the one $lightly south of the CA.~nrlP'E sitore was definitely a 
whit@ Mustang~ He b~liew®® th~ oth®~ white car 9 the one in 
front of CANIPE's ~tore 9 wa~ probably a white Rambler. He 
cannot remember a third ~ar b~ing pa~k@d behi~d the Mustang~ 
The Mu~tang h~ saw a~ they app~oaeh~~ the ~tore looking for 
a parking place was the ordina~y w~riety of Mustang rather· 
than the late model ~~Fa$tback0

~ wariertl:y Q He did not notice 
the licen~e plates on this MustaThgo 

Mr,, GRAHAM ewi:entu~lly parked Mr¢ GRAHJUPs mtr 
on Huling Street~ east @f Main StreetG MrQ GRAHAM and Mr~ 
FINLEY thereafter walked to CANIPE 0s ~tore and started 
looking at phonog~aph re©o~~s in ~h~lwe~ on the so~th wall 
of thi~ stor® near the front cf the mto~@o M~. GRAHAM did 
not hear a ~h@t or any other un@~ual n©i~e whil~ looking at 
rec@rdw until h® h~ard th@ n@i~@ cau~ed by a man dropping a 
pa©kage on the ~idewalk ill!lllm@r&i.ately in fl'@nt of the front 
door of CANIPE 8 s store., Ha ~tate<dl 9 iwowevex~ that he saw 
the man who dropped thi~ pa©kage b~fore he heard the noiseo 
He happened to be locking toward th® f~ont door 9 his attention 

' ,, 
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having possibly been attracted by the footsteps of a running 
man. He is not sure but he beliewes he heard the footsteps· 
of a man running and therefore looked toward the front door4. 
Almost simultaneously as he looked up and saw a man carrying 
a large package of some kind 9 this man 9 who was walking 
south on the sidewalk immediately in front of CANIPE·.' s 
store, stepped to the left and dropped the bundle in the 
recess in front of CANIPE's store and continued south on· 
Main Street.. Mr .. GRAHAM stated that in his opinion this . 
man was running rather than walking faist., 

Mr. GRAHAM advised that the attention of both 
Mr. CANIPE and 111"., FIN1t,EY wa$\ attracted by what had occurred 
when the man dropped the pack~ge 1 and all three of them 
started looking toward the front of the store and at the 
items which had been droppedo Mre CANIPE started out of the 
front door, and as he recalls 9 u1eaned. 9

i out of the front door, 
looking in either direction 9 following which Mr. CANIPE can.te• 
back in the store and made some remark about some trouble 
outside. Immediately after this a Deputy Sheriff walked 
south on the east side of Main 9 immediately in front of 
CANIPE's storep this »~puty pa~sing the store and not stopping, 
He saw no other persons in the vicinity until some additional · · 
officers arrived on fo©to Mr~ GRAHAM later saw the same 
Deputy Sheriff who had walked past the store in the anea in 
front of the store 9 still with his gurm drawn .. Eventually 
Mr. CANIPE was able to get the attention of one of the 
officers outside and pointed out the items in front of the 
store and the circumstances su~rounding th~ presence of these 
items~ Mr. GRAHAM observed a part of a gun barrel inside a· 
large pasteboard box and also observed what appeared to him 
to be some type of green matting or cloth which appeared to 
be wrapped around the box containing the gun. 

Prior to th~ time the armed Deputy first ran south 
past CAN.XPE's doorway 9 Mro GRAHAM heard tires uscreech" and 
observed a white Mustang to ~peed north on Main. The other 
white car, which Mr. GRAHAM believed to be a white Rambler, 
which had originally been parked in front of CANIPE's store, 
was still parked there at this time, and therefore his view 
of the car speeding away was parti-ially obscured_; however, 
Mr~ GRAHAM is ·positive that the car which sped away was a 
white Mustang and there is no question in his mind but what 
it was the same Mustang he had seen earlier when ·he and 
Mr. FINLEY arrived in the vicinity of CANIPE's store, as 
outlined above. He stated he did not observe whether there 
was one or more people in this ~peeding Mustang. 
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As to a description of the man seen by Mr. GRAHAM 

carrying a package and later dropping this package, running 
south on Mainp Mr. GRAHAM pointed out that he saw this 
person primarily from this personfs left side and saw him 
only momentarily 9 but he believes he might recognize·him 
if he sees him again. He furnished the following description 
of that person: 

Race: 
Sex: 
Age: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Build: 

Hair: 

Dress: 

General Appearance: 
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White 
Male 
25 - 30 
5 t "f Ot .., 5 t gu 
About 165 pounds 
Average (Mr. GRAHAM heard 
Mr. CANIPE tell the Police 
that he thought the man had 
a ff chunky~~ build, but 
Mr. GRAHAM got the definite 
impression of a man who was 
neither thin nor fat but 
who wa~ average in build). 
Dark (either black or dark 
brown~ normally cut). . 
Dark clothing (either a dark 
suit or a dark dress-type' 
jacket and slacks; no hat; 
did not notice shirt or tie! 
Neat and clean in appearance, 
created impression of a 
salesman or businessman. 

'--------
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l 4/Jl.2/68 Date-----------------

Mr. EDWX~ OOD~EOR 9 180 Cl~wk Place, 
Memphis 9 Tennessee 9 teleph@im<e imllllmber 275-9844, wh@ 
stated that h~ @perat®~ Sh@lby Dllll$l@P@llllt C@~p~imy, 
975 J'~mesf9 Me~pbis, Tenmi.e&Si$ceie, WSA$ il!ll.terw:i\ewep at 
Canipe AmWSlement C@mpany, 424 S@wth M~imi..Street by 
Lieutena~t J. D. &MBY 9 H@mi~i~e Bwrea~, Me~phis 
Poliiee Depi9lrtme-nt 9 al!lld, SA FlIY.NKLI~ L. JOB~~N o He 
f urllllished the f@ll@willllg inf@ruti@fill: 

Ol!ll. April 4, 19~8, he $p@mi.t a i@@d p~rt of 
the day with Mlro G. W. CANIPE,~- c~~petit@r allll~ person~l 
friend, an4 he (Mr. OOD~XimJR) ;w~~-l!ll.@t at the Canipe 
Amtfflemel!llt Company ~t any ti~e @n the ~fterl!ll®@lJll or-eveni~g 
of April 4, 1968. 

, He ~tated tlm!lt as flll!ll. ai«il :il!ll lme].pillllg Ml",. - CANIPE 
to e~timate what time Mro CANIPE lr®t~rim@d t~ C~~ipe . 
Amu$emen.t- C(O)mp~ny @im the ~ft®ll."11ll@@im ®f Apn-:fi.1 4,_ 1968, 
he recalled that it-w~~ 5:~0 p.mo w~~n Mr. CANIPE 
telephoned Mir. OODENHEIMER, ~nd he w@uld e~tiimi.te that 

- Mr. CANIPE -~@uld h?a\ve @llllly b®etm ~t CANIPE'~ plaeettif 
busil!lle$S a few m:i11u1te~ allt tb.i!Sl -time. Mlt". BODENHEIMER 
stated he could furimi~h_no illlfonm~ti@~ whi©h would be 
of as~ist~nce illll the i~v®~tigati@im @f the ~hooting of 
Br. MARTIN LUTHER KING. 
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(,This secti@n pertfiifill~ t®l inter.views . 
. with firemen stationed at this Jm@11me al!Ad with 
police. @f.fieers and sheriff 11 is d®;pimties wh&i were 
<§>n duty at ~!" n.esu.~ this f:b."<e -h@IIDl'Sl® as ·a result ef 

. Dr.:· MARTIN LU'rHER JKICWG! 9, JRo 9 bei@g at the Lw:r.ra:ine .. 
M@tel lf!Pcated 111& the ioomedi1ate viciniity ®f this 

. e ng,:b1e . h1®111se ,.) 

. f,. ·-~~. ,. ·~~ ---.-
• ;_ ... ...; .. ;~ ,.,·. .f!'-.: ln,--~il(t j r:t:t 1 t!i1nh 11,:_•;.1. 
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• F'D-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date _....::;4.,__/=16=-/,___6=8;;;.._ ___ _ 
·1 

Lt. JUDSON EUGENE GHO!t\!LEY l) Deputy Sheriff, 
Shelby County Sheriff~s Office 9 a white malef age 40, 
residing at 4124 Ronnie Avenue 9 telephone ?86-6034, furnished 
the following information~ 

on April 4, 1968, he was assigned to Tactical 
Unit lop which consisted of three vehicles and twelve_officers, 
both Deputy·Sheriffs and Memphis Police Officers. The · 
Deputy Sheriffs,in addition to GHORMLEY assigned to Tactical 
Unit 10 were W o .Te BERRY, R. No BAKER, W. A. DU FOUR, V., Ve 
DOLLAHITE 9 and R. W. MALEY* Memphis Police Officers assigned 
to Tactical Unit 10 were Office~s DOUGLASS, GROSS 9 DUNN, 
LANDERSg WRIGHT and MORRIS. 

At about 6~00 PM on April 4 9 1968, Tactical Unit 10 
had stopped at the Meimphis Fi~e Department Engine House 
located at Main and Butlerg about t block southwest of the 
Lorr-aine Motel, and the unit was in. that location when a 
NegJ.ro male detective ~an into the fire station and stated 
that Docto~ KING had been shot. Upon hearing this, the 
mem,bers of Tactical Unit 10, il!llclud_ing GHORMLEY ran east 
on Butler to Mulberry and north on Mulberry toward the. 
l1orraine Motel~ While em route 1 GHORMLEY observed a number 
of Negro males and females standing on the balcony of the 
motel pointing towards a building we~t of the motel, the 
f~ont of which was located on S. Main. Street. 

GHORMLEY saw Of·f icer DU FOUR l"UllUling Up the stairs 
of the Lorraine Motel toward the balcony where Doctor KI~G•s 
body was lying. DU FOUR was followed clo~ely by Officer 
BAKER.. DU FOUR and BAKERs in that O?'der 9 would· have been the 
first officers to reach KINGo 

GHORMLEY also saw Officer LANDERS scale a wall on 
the west side of Mulberry Street and enter a back yard, 
which he later determined to have been behind the buildings 
known as 418, 422½ and 424 s. Main Street. 
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Seeing the p@ople ~~ t~e bal~ony pointi~g toward 
the building on Maifil St~eet 9 Office~ GHORMLEY stopped and 
~@t~ac@d his step§ a~ound the fiw@ ~tation and ran nowth 
on Mai~ Street~ Ash@ app~oa~hed t~e buil~ing at 424 S. 
Main 9 he notice~ a ~uit©a~® 9 blu~ i~ colorp a ~ifle box, which 
wa~ partly open a~@ what appea~@d to be a blanket lyi~g in 
the doorway at 424 So Mai~. He coul~ ~e@ tbs bU'~el of a 
~ifle in the wifle box. At thim time~ a white male whose name 
he later detemi~e~ ~as M~e CANIPE, came to the door of 424 
So Main and advised him that a w~ite male 0 who CANIPE dea-
it:l"ibed· as tall, a little iol!'Jl the heavy side, wearing a dark colored 
possibly black_ s~it, a shi~t a~d tie 9 having da~k colored 
hair poosibly black 9 mome~t$ b~fore had depooited these 
a~ticles in the doo~~ay and had them ~un south on Main Streeta 

Usiwg his walkie-talkie ~adio, GBOmltEY advised 
hi~ dispatche~ of the info1r1m~tion p~ovided by Mlr'o CANIPE$ 
He also guarded the a~ticle~ lying in the doorway so no 
one would di~tUTb theme. Upon talkimg further to Mr. CANIPE, 
he learned f~om CANIPE that ~bo~tly after the white male who 
left the above des~ribed article~ in CANIPE's doorway, had 
run south -on Main St~eet, that CANIPE had noticed a white 
Mustang automobile d~iv@ past that location at a high ~ate 
of speed hea~ed no~th o~ Main. At this time, Office~ GHORMLEY 
again used his Jl"adio to advise··' hi~ ~i&'l3patc:her of this 
inf o:!°matiolll. 

The Tu@xt offic®~ to aT~iwe at GHORMLEY 8 s location 
was Off ic@r DOUGLASS 1 wkw d:irove the $taitiOllll wagon assigned C to 
Tactical UThit 10 f~om it~ location at the fi~e wtation to 
a location directly irn f:!t"o~t of 424 S~ Main where Officer 
DOUGLASS double pa:!t"ked th@ ~tatio@ wagoTh aw aided in guarding 
the evidence left by the above de~©~ib<ed whit~ male. 

The next offi~e~ at thi~ location was Deputy 
Sheriff Vo Ve DOLLAHITE, who appwoached the location f~om 
the ~cOO?th on Main St~eet ~ft®w havim:ig appa~e~tly circled the 
blo~ko About thi~ tim® 9 Offi©e~~ f~om the Memphis Homicide 
Squad ar~iwed at th®~~®~~ amt~ took ~ha~g®o GHORMLEY 
estimated the total ti~® laps~d fwom the time he heard that 
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KING had b{f!)®lffi ~hot Ulllltil h@ ~i~~ov~~@~ th~ ~uit~a~e 9 gun and 
blallll.ki~rft:9 wa~ imo mo:!t"e than 2 o:ir 3 wd,imurfr:@~ o @JH!ORMLEY does not 
~ecall ~~eillllg a white Mu~ta~g park~~ alollllg the a~ea of s. 
Maillll, which ha covered ~urillllg th~ tm~ im~ediately following 
th~ s~ooting, llll.<either doos he re~all ~e®illllg anyoim® running 
~outh oim Mailffi St~eet illll thi~ ~~m~ awe~. 

Dm>illllg the illllcidellllt ~®~~~ib®~ abov~, GHORMLEY was 
dressed illll a khaki colo~ed long ~leev~ ~hi~t b~a~ing the 
i@~igllllia of the Sh~lby Coullllty Sh@~iff~2 Depawtment 9 and dark 
glt"een uniform t~ou~e~~. He ~a$ not w~a~ing a hat o~ helmet. 
GHOBlfLEY :ire.call~ that Offi.<eel' LANDERS 9 whom he saw ~ca.ling . 
th® wall acro~s from th® Lorraillll® Motel 9 was dre~~ed in 
th@ u~ual M~phi~ Police D~palftm@~t unifo~m ~on~i5ting of a 
blue shirt and tlfOU$~r~. OfficeT LA~1DE~S wa~ not w~aring a 
hat or helmeto GHORMLEY ~~~all~ that th~re were 2 Negro males 
iim canip® 'si •·Amu~@m~mtt Celllltelf ait the time he was talking to 
CANIPEo He think~ thes~ p@lf~on may al~o have seen th~ above 
described white male ~epo~it th® gulll\ 9 ~uit~a~~ 9 and blanket 
in CANIPE~~ doorway a.irMi may al~@ hav~ ~~®Im the white Mustang 
~p(J)E?Jding ll.O]r'th Ollll s. Maill'll St~e®t in flt"oint of CAN!PE~s store. 
He doe~ not know th~ ~ame~ of the~e M~g1ro@~. 
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On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ 4 ___ /_1_3_/_68 ____ _ 

Patr@lrrmtrm VEDO:®i' VERNAJPID OOUAl:UCTE, Patrol 
Divisien, Shelby C@~~ty ~heriff 1 ~ Cffic®, re®ide~ce 
3330 Dawn Driv@, Ap&rt~®lfit 12, h@~® t@leph@~e 
358-8@67, M@mphiSg T@n@@W~®~, w~~ i~tervi@~®d by 
Lieut<&l!Mtnt W:o 8'0 SC1WLTZ 9 H@mi@id.e B!Ulr@$1.U9. Memphis 
Poli©e Dep~rtme~t, and SA FRAJN'J!{LKN L0 JOHNSON, at which 
time he re~e~$~ted his m@v®m~!Ol.ts @n the· aftern@@n of 
April 4, 1968, aft~r he Jl.e&.rlfi<ed th~t Dr. "MARTIN LUTHER 
KING had bee!Ol. shot :mt the Lorr&.:hi!s M@tel. He fwrirnished 
the following inf@rmati@~~ 

On Thursday, Ap~il 4, 1968, he wa~ as$igned 
to Tactical Unit Noo 10, c@ll'Mili$tiwg @f 12 men, half of 
whom w®re Deputy Sheriff~ a~d half @f whom were police 
@fficets, which unit w~s l@©ated ~t th~ fire stati~n at 
Main and Butler aro~~d 6:00 p&m& 9 whefil he learned that 
Dr. KING had been ~h@te 

Ar@und 6:00 Pem. 9 he a~d ot~@~ @ffieers were 
illilSide the fire ~tati@n when he heard ~«»llilll.e@tte yell that 
Dro KING h~d been sh@t. He i:mmiedi~tely r~~ @ut of the 
door on the north sid~ @f the fire ~tati@~, then ran 
east t@ward the L®rr~ine Mote1 9 j1t®ll!.pA~g ow@r a fence, 
and then dropping d@wn $b@~t ~ lO=f@@t ©@n@rete retaining 
wall which runs $l@~g th@ ~e~t $ide @f Mulberry Street. 

· He then r&J.n tG the driw@wifty on M~l'txeJr>:tJ Street 9 which 
le~ds int~ the L@rr~im® M@tel 9 t@ ~ pwimt be~@ath the 
balcony where Dr o KING 1 ~ b@dy wa~ ly:i@g ~ Ille' stated that 
he heard !@.m:t ~nkfilOWlm Neg1r>@ male ®t the S©<..e!lll® s&J.y, - 98Tb.e 
dirty m=-... == f-=~== p@Jl.ie@ sh@t hioo,.M 

As he ~~n iwt@ th® dzoiv®w~y, he dropped his 
firearm and b~d to ~t®p ~@m@llllt~rily ~lllld pi©k up the. 
fiwearm 9 checkiDg it briefly 9 ~nd the~ c@@tinMing~. After 
g@i~g tw th@ ~@e@® nea~ where t~® b@dy W$~ lyi~g and 
determining that ®th@~ @ffi©@W~ w@re c@@w®rging @n the 
$We& 9 ha immedi$tely ~~~ ~ut @f the d.l'iveway~ running 
no~th @~ Mulberry Streett@ Huli!!Ag $~d west @[Ill Huling 
:Street to ·Main_ Str@@t 9 the@ Wl@mth @n ~in Street. As he 
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ran cwt of the drivew~y at the L@~raille Motel 9 h~ was 
joined by an officer ~runed MALEY 9 who ~an along with him 
to a drivew~y on the ~@~th ~ide @f Huli~g Street between 
Mulberry and $Guth M~irn ~treet. Office~ MALEY stopped 
~t that p@int to @bservep amd DOLLAHITE kept running 
t@ward Main.· 

Upon reaching M~in Street a~d timrni~g south 
on Main Street 1 he saw~@ pede~tri~~ tr~ffic whatever. 
He continued ~unnirng s~uth on Main Street ~ntil he came 
to Jim's Grill 9 a rest~u~~nt $t 418 South ~in Street~ 
The doer was standing @pe~o He stepped i@$ide 1 looked 
around briefly 9 seei~g c~~tomerm sitting around eating 
amd drinki~gP and he an~@u~ced t@ ~11 present t~at no one 
should leave that restaara~t until th® police ha~ arrived 
and approved thei~ leavi~,the premi~es. He th~n 
puiled the door to thie Ke:st81ur:ant shui.t al!ild continued 
l"UD:miftg S@u.th @n. Main St:i!:'®et. 

J,' ,' 
,,, As he came out @f Jim ~s @rilll a111d 8tarted 
running so~th ag8ain 9 he @bsieirved s@me ite:ms lying i.n the 
do@rway t@ Canipe AmtJJSemeR£t C@mp&niy $. t 424 S@uth M~in. 
At the time, he had til@ ide@. :m~ to the sigimificance of 
these items lying in that dl@~l"W$,f. He did not ~t~p. bq;t,, 
kept rmm.:ing south on M1ai!!ll past Cami.ipe 9s, g@ittg a d4~t,~~, 
of s~me 20 t@ SO feet bef@re mt@pping. His pu~pose ~n · 
running past Canipe 's wa~ in @rd®r t@ l@iok el!'l~t ar~:n.m .. 4 
the.corner of the building in which Canipe~s is located 
to./see if he could observe anyonie rAAimllll.iimg @r any iother 
suspicious activity 9 OOUAHITE st~ting that at this time 
be 9 of course 9 did ~@t kn@w the poi@t fr@m which the gun 
had been fired resulti~g i~ the killing @f Dr. KING. 

Upon runni~g 20 or 30 feet south of Canipe's, 
he observed that the~e W$$ rn@ a~~~ ~t that loc~ti0n where 
a~yone could run or c@~©e$l himself 9 there being some 
large outdoor ~iglDls a®d ~ fence l@c~ted just south of 
C~nipe's. In additi@rm, he observed @ther @fficers running 
~orth @n Main on the e~~t ~id® oft~~ $idew~lkp coming 
from the directi@fil of the fire ~tmti®~ 9 so that these 
@fficers would have been i~ a p@~iti@n t@ ~ee ~nycne 
running o~ ~ny other ~u~pi@i@lffl @©tivity in the general 
area in which OOLLAHITE ~~~ pw@©~~ding. He then turned 
around and w~lked rn@~tb @@ th@ ®$~t ~i~e ~f ~in to the 
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vicinity of th® d@@.lMW~Y t@ c~nip® A~ooe~e!Ii1t C~mpany. 
About this time @ther @ffi~er~ ~~~iw@d @!Ii1 the s©ene 
~nd tock up a p@~iti@~ ar@~nd th® it~IMW lying in front 
@f the d@orway t~ C$.!Ii1:ip.e Amw:!H~rmelln't C@mpaimy. Patrolman 
OOLLAHXTE then walked west ~©r@~s Mai~ Street in front 
of Canipe Amusement C@impa1my ~HM! $tati@lllted h1Melf 
near a blue Cam~ro parked@~ the west $ide @f Main 
opposite Canipe Amuseme~t C@mp~~,. 

Patrolman OOJLLAHXTE advi~ed that he is positive 
that after he arrived on Main St~eet~ $nd until the officer$ 
had given their appr@v~l~ n@ pers@n left the area on foot. 
He is eq~ally p@sitive th~t no vehicle ~ped away from the 
area around C~lii1ipe Amusemelll).t C@mpallliy ~fte~ he arrived on 

.:·M~in Street. He stated thr~rt the @lll\ly time he was not in 
i'a position to ob~erve tlhle activity in. th® 400 bl(C)ck of 

S@uth Main after he fir$t ~rrive<d the~e was during the 
time that he stepped int~ Jim 9 s @rill. Ee stated, however, 
that be was in this grill ~nly m~ment~rily ~nd he is · 
certain in his own. 1id.lllid that· he Will~ n@t in Jim's Grill 
lo~ <enough f~r anyone to have rul!ll fr@m ®ither ~f the ·· 
~xits to a rooming b@use ~t 422½ S@uth Main and thereafter 
ruh to an automobile and le~ve th® scene without bis 
hll.ving seen such 8lctivity. 

With regard t@ the o~~~r @f C~nipe Amusement 
Company 9 a white ma11j) and tw@ m.1:slt®m~~s 'inside Canipe 
Amusement Company 9 t\W@ Negl!:'@ male~ t he s t?il ted that he sa'W,;, a.1,1 
three of these pers@m aimd was with liil g:tCQJup ~f off:i,cers who.: 
were tialking to these :individual:s.. H<e stit~dp Q,Q,W~'i?',f-~ 
tha~ a.s he ran south @n Main. before leaving C.~.n.,i.P,,I _ ·. ·· 
Amusement Company 9 he did n@t see_ the white ~~-~,.,~ :~, · 
CANIPE 9 step ,Q,ut. @imt<OJ the 1Sidewalk. He sta,:t~.4,;., 't;~t.:\ (.~Q..Q-1 
be was ial())ne and· @tm<e @f. the fir~t @fficeri& t@ ll:>;"~~e,; · :\;~ 
this 1area~ hie e~~eimtial p~Jt<>p@ise W!!l~ fi:r$t to atte~Pt ~~ 
observe a.nd lc~ate any ~u~pici@u~ per~@im wlhl@ might b.e; · · 
attempting to le~ve the area 9 arnd ~~eb~dly, wherever ·I\~ 
saw any people in bu:sli~e~s h@!Ml~s or oth®.Ir"Wise, he 
instructed them t@ remain wh®A"e they were ~(Q) that Gffi~~~s 
later checking the ~rea w@uld h~vis ~111\ (Opp@>rtuimity to; ·· 
interview every@ime ~h@ ~a~ in the ~~e$ ~~ ~@en as possible.. 

Patr@l~a~ OOLLAHXTE advi~ed th~t $fte~ other 
@fficers had arrived 1111\ fr@nt @f C~nip~ Am~~ement Company, 
and after he h~d le~rl\1\@d duri@g th@ C@l\1\ver~ation that 
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@~® @r M@re @f th@ tkhlr@@ p@rt'~©oo i~i~® C~llilip® Am~~ement 
C@mpff!l!ll.y .repo!"ted h@~:wi@g tlhl® 10~qllli@8tli@gn @f tiKes tas a 
white MuSt$111lf; Slp@tm $W$J f rt'@lliill th!® $E'®1i 1 be @Tl:l®®l'W®d what 
Ihle reg$wded t@ be ~lk.iid m1a:it"lm at®. p@illilt appl"@~imi~taly 
@ne c~r length s@wth @ft~® @@@.11.°W~J t@ C$rn1pe A~wsement 
C@~p&@J~ lllil poi~tillilg @~t th~ g®llile~~l ~~®$ ~h®re he 
@b~erved these ~kid m~l!"ks\ 9 P®tr@lm~~ DOLYEXTE cbserved 
that there is :€p®.@e f@r thll:'e® ~ut@m@bi].<es t@ park bcetween 
the first drivew~y s@uth @f C$~ipe Am~®@me@t C~mpany 
(@~ the e~st side @f 00$in) and an@ pffi~killilg ~@llile around 
a f i:re plug just t@ the tm@l!"th @ f thi$ d11."iveway. He 
st~ted that he w@uld estioo~te th&t th@ ~kid m~11."k$ which 
~e observ@d were made by $!l'B. mut®m@bile parked in the 
c@nter parking ~~®~ 9 a~~o.rumiing $ll tlrur@® p~Eking sp~ces 
we11."e filled at the ti~e. 

As to aut@m@bil@~ parked©@ t~e ®a~t side of 
Mai~ in the area in fr@~t @f C~nipe AM~e~ent C@~pany at 
the time he ~rrived @im the ~©~@e 9 he ~t~t®d he cannot 
im@w recall a descripti@@ @f the vshi¢lss whi~h he did 
see. Hwever 9 he d@cei~ X°®~aulJl. @blSlel"vi!l'B.g ab@Ult a 1962 
red ChevrGilet istati@im WaiJ.g@!lll wlhli«::h hie bielicevea was parked 
in the first space ~@~th ®f the ~b@we-~@imti@ned driveway. 
He advissd that be W$~ ml~@ ~~de~ t~@ i~pressio@ he had 
seen this stati@n w~g@~ ~t a~@t@e~ p@imt jUJ$t ~@rth ~f 
thi~ driv~w~y arud p@$~ibly the @w~e~ h~d m@ved the car 
late~ ~n during the eve~i~go _H@ st®t®d t~at t~ere was an 
~~t@mobile parked directly i@ fr@@t @f C@~ipe Am~sement 
Compa~y 9 but no ~ut@m@bil® p~rked i~ t~@ space immediately 
behi~d the c~r i~ f~o~t @f Callii,e Aww.wi@mellilt C@mpa~y. 
It was in this bla~k ~pa©®~@~ th@ @Wi'lillber tw@ p@siti@n 
~@~th of Ca~ipa Am~~eoo@rut C@~p~@y 9 t~~t he $~W what he 
th@ught to b@ ~kid mm~a ~rud wrni~b $p~~red to h$ve been 
made as a c~r pulled ~w~y fr@~ t~~t pooiti@~ g@ing n~rth 
o®. Main Street. 

P~tr@lm~rn OOLU~ITE ~dvi~@d that he had his 
;U.lt'.@JfU."il in his b@imd si.t tall ti!Ml@~ 'i!-"17b!.@!.lll. he SW~~ in the 400 
bl@ck @f M~in St~@®t 9 %~d if tfu@ wit!.lll.@$S®S in C~nip~ 
Am~$em@nt C~mp$~Y lt'®p@rted $@eing ~ D®pwty ~u~filing south 
@n MaiTh c~rryirmg ~ fir@~lt'm~ the~ M~d@ubtedly these 
wit@e~ses were ref®rri1U1g t@ him~ Pat~@l~®!.l'il. OOLJLAHXTE. 
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FD-302 (Rev, 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l 
Date _4_/_1_5_/i_6_8 ____ ~ 

TORRENCE N., LANDERS i> Pat:t>olmang Memphis Police 
Depaxtment 9 furni~hed the follo~i@g information~ 

On the afte~noon of April 4 9 -1968 1 be was a 
member of Mobile Ta~tical Unit Ten which consisted of 3 
vehicle~. Shortly p:r>ior to 6tOO PM 9 theunit stopped at the 
fi~e ~tation looated in the 400 block of S. Main Street 
at E. But lex, Avenue. Doctor MAR'?IN LUI'HF..R KING 9 JRo, was 
staying at the Lor-t"aine Motel at the time~ and the motel was 
located approximately one block f~om th~ fire station. 
At approximately 5~50 PM on April 4 9 he heard a sharp sound 
which resembled a firea~m being discha~ged 9 howeve~ 9 no 
one else paid any attention to the noise and he paid no 
furthe~ attention to it~ ho~everp a few moments later someone 
in the fire station announced that Doctor KING had been shot~ 
He immediately left the fi~e station by the door on the 
northwest corner, ran along side the station to a retaining 
wall in back of the station ~hich is also Mulberry Avenue. 
He and another officer jumped down onto Mulberry Street 
and ran to the Lorraine Motel where a group of Negroes 
were gathered on the walk beneath the balcony., There was 
a great deal of turmoil, and he asked one of the men 
present, from what direction the shot was fired .. This individ­
ual pointed to the second floor windows of a rooming house 
on S ~ Main Street and said, nfrom over the!"e. v1 

Office~ FLANDERS imm~diately left the motel on 
foot~ ran acro~s Mulberry Streett and leaping on an 
empty 55 gallon drum which was on the sidewalk, he boosted 
himself up onto the top of a retaining wall. He then searched 
the ground in back of the rooming hou~a for footprints, 
boweverp he found none with th~ exception of 2 footprints 
near a cellar door~ It had rained the previous day and 
the gxoound was $oft a~d any footprints would have been easily 
noted. Ju~t a few minutes later 9 he was joined in the search 
by a deputy sherifff, -who wa~ wearing a light colored helmet.• 
LANDERS stated that he~ himselfp had no hat and he was wearing 
a,~ light_' blue $hir:t 9 no tie 11 . and dark blue trougers. 
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ME 44-1987'. 
2 

-- - - -- . - - . - - .. --- -- -- ---------- ---

The gl"ouimd l~v@l p.lf@mi~e~ illl.l the area we:l!::'e immediately · 
~ear~hed 9 howeve~, notbilll.lg wa~ revealed or noted connected · 
to thi~ investigation. He also advi~®d that in a matter of 
a few milll.lutes the area wa~ ~waFmi~g with offi~ers who sealed 
·off the a'.il?ea in a effort to appreh@lil.ld th~ individual t:'e.sponsi- · 
ble fol" ~hootiing Doctor KINGo Be .1f®i t@1!."ated that he is ·. · 
positive if a~yone had b@®® a©ro~s the ~t.1fe@t from the 

-Lorl"aine Motel in the area behind the rooming house illl.l the 
400 block of s. M~in Street 9 be w0.uld have been able to 
ob~erve the individual~ foo0tp1riimt$1, however 9 noime were noted,,,: 

~- . ' . 
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