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ME 44--1987 
ADMiNISTRATIVE 

• • 
On April 19 ll 19689 tlm<e w~~!td.imgton Field Office 

initiated a check @f files @ft~@ ~~~p@~t Office, United 
States Department of St~t® 9 ~@~~®~~i~g JAMES EARL RAY, 
and nothing identifi~ble with RAY w~~ l@c~ted. A further 
check is underway at th~ W~s~i~gt@~ N~tic@~l Record Center 
at Suitland9 Maryl~nd 9 i~- r®tir®d p~s~p~rt fil~s. · -

In order t~ ©~ve~ t~® p@~$ibility tbat subject 
RAY may have recently b®en i$~U®~ ~ p~~sp@rt and the 
!"ecord thereof b$.d not be®im- rec~iv®d illll W$1Sh:ingt@l!1 9• Mr. 
EDWARD STOKEN, ~~$p@~t Offi©@~ ~®~t ~ teletyp~ B®S$age 
te all passp~rt ~gencie~. The P~~sp@rt Office in 
Honolulu was Ch®cked telep~@~i©~lly ~itb neg~tive results. 
On April 19 9 1968 9 Mr. ROBD.T D. J'@~~©llW 9 Acting Directer, 
Passport Office, teleph@@i©~llJ ~dvi~~d SA KE!fflETHJJASE,R 
t·hat all passport agen~:i<e~ b~@l tel@typed W$Shingt@n that 
their rec@rds are llll.®gt£tive ©«»llll.~~rniimg Mt 0 

Mr. JODSON f~rthe~ ~dvi~ed t~~t he h~d issued 
instructions whereby the Duty Offi©@r @f the Passport 
Office was alerted ©@llll.~erni~g UY $llll.d i~tructi~~s were 
made to all p~~sp@rt agellll.cie~ t@ ~®fer immedi~~ely to the 
nearest FBX office any illllf@rnti@llll ©@llll.~®r~ililg MY and his 
intended travel. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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ME 44-198'1 

The peri@d @f_ this ir@p@~t precedes the la~t perio4 dat~ 
of the la~t report 9 as thi$ r~p@rt ©@~t~ioo iflllvestigatioo whi~h 
for ·reas@ns @f b~evity wer~ IID.@t in~l~ded i@ the l~st 
report. 

Leads f@r @ther @ffi~®~ c@@tinue t@ be set out 
by more expediti@us me~l!l~-th~l!l by r@p@rt, a@d it would 
s~rve nir» ptmrp10>:ei~ t@ list raltra«!llh\ :l@~d~ iflll thi~ report"':<. 

~-, f .. -~_ .. ;( ·=} r .r-- -, • ., ~~: :~. ~ ·/: .": · -
It sh@uld be noted t~~t il!l the interviews; 

with person~ who.were ~t Ji~ 0
~ Grill 9 41~ S@uth Main 

Street 9 on th® night @f 4/4/iij ~t ~b@ut the time @f the 
murder 9 they rep@rt ~®~ing ~ w~~ .M~t~ng p~rked ~lm~st 
in front"·@:t J'iim'~ GriJl.Jl. Tb@ @wneir @:f ·tn:ti~·Mustsang has 
n@t l;)eel!D. loceat<e1~.Ju11d him~ llil@t v@1l\\'ilnt!j.lfilJ ©ome f<OJr~h,!. . 
It is imot be.li@w~<d\ U1$1t ithi~ !00\Ul~it~Hllg i~ pe)l"tiDeim,t to thi~ 
investig~ t i(O)h aimd 15lh@ul<dl tm~t · b® ©@!!l.lfiul$te<dl wi,th tlie Mustang 
th~t w~s park®d ju~t south @f ~®Hllip@ Am~e~ent C@mpa1my, 
424 $(0)uth M~in Street 9 iim w~tc~ ~$r it i~ b~lieved the 
subject fled fr(O)m the S©®llileo Th@ ©E'i~e ~©ene di$gram 
on page 4 of referen©ed Memphi~ rep@rt illildicates the 
po$itions 9 or wh~t i~ believe~ t@ be the ~pproxim~te 
pC$itions, of th® t~@ white M~~t~1mg~ ~s meimtio~ed'above. 

All offices h~v® be®@ ~®ij@e~t®d t@ maintain 
ecnt~~t in this m~tter ~itb crioot~l 9 ~e©~E'ity, and 
r~cial informallilt~. 

The Me~phis Offi~@ h~~ m~illilt~i1m@~ ©@~tact with 
inform~~ts 9 n@ne @f ~h@~ ~~W® b®®~ ~ble t@ f~rllilish any 
po~itive informatio~ reg~~di~g:th® ~~bje©t or his 
wlmere~bouts. 

LEAD 

MEMPHXS 

-· ·r,;u 
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UNITED s6TES DEPARTMENT OF JusT1cA 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Report of: SA JOE Co HESTER Office: M®mphis 
Date: April 30 9 1968 

Field Office File No.: ME 44~ 1987 Bureau File No.: 44-38861 

Title: 

Character: 

Synopsis: 

JAMES EARL M'f; 
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER l1U'.Tuf@~ J'lllo = VXCTXM 

CIVIL RIGHT~~~~ucr; 
UNLAWFUL ~LI/~ .. ~V«)XD OODJ~EMD'JI'. - R~BBERY / 

Photographs ~subject RAY exhibited to pe....('..., at Fooming 
~ouse 9 422~ uth ~ai~ St~e®t9 Uempbb; to persons at 
Rebel Mote~ Memphi~;i, ~nd t@ cl®rk ial.t Oli er Rexall Drug 
'Store 9 Whitehaven. 9 Te!nll!ll<e~ 9 -wlt1n@unt e ecting ~ pos1 ive 
'identification. S~le~lli.~lm ?lJ,'fu X@X'k A.1!."m 2 Memphi$.,.J who _ 
sold binoculars indicated h® ©@~ld ~~t positively id:i:1/.nti ~-
-1968 ph@t(1)graph of JAMES EA~11 M'f 1!1~ binocular pure has 
but b!lieves tb~t . .Pb((l)t@gr~pl:,,,,i~ :tdexntic~l with purch e o 

Addit1onal interviews ~ith/@©©up~nt~ of Lorra ne ot 
set OUt9 inc~~ding int~rv,ieW$ with ~s. GEO M DAJl'.IS. 
and Mrs. LUCRETIA JS. WAm}_,g Wh@ descit-1be ~ctiv'iti immediately 
prior7;o m-a.uhiek'., Fe!"$Omi~ 'lll'h@ W<eW® ~t···~n.m~s Gri lo -41S.: ' r.- ' !outh_jfBin Street, Memphi~~ @~ 4/4/68 interviewed. Infor-
mation regarding emerge~cy ro@m t~eltment of victim KING 
set f¢th., lnf@rm~tio111 .'f'(eg$)l'dimig Al~b2ama1 diiyer's licen e 
andJ(utom~bile wegi~tr~ti~n i~ t~s nU1e @f ERtC R 
GALT $et forth., Former ~~~~g®r, Co~tinenta Dance Stdio, 
~leal!W, Loui~i~~~D l@~~t®d ~~d un~ble t@ rec~ll that 
~ubject ~ttended thi~ ~c~@@l in N®w Orle~nso Laboratory 
findings ~et f~~th re r~i~g ®Wid®~ce l@c~ted ~t Memphiso 
Latent fi~gerpri~t~ @~~~ @~ tb~ Remingten M~~el 760 ~ifle, 
on the telescopic glmt, @~ tin® b:imi@~ul~r~, @n the newspaper, 
on the after-~hav l~ti@~ @ttle, ~~d @~ the Schlitz beer 
c~~ h~ve all bee~ ide~t ~e~ ~itb th@ fimigerprints of the 
$Ubject. ~ 9 ·rm@r j~ilm~te $t Mi~souri St~te 
Penitentiley, intervi w®d. A~diti@~~l perso~s wh~ resided 
Econom ~ Rooming H@u 9 ~6@$ ~d Aven e Bill."min ham 

ocated a~ ~terv e~®~, ~it~ mi®gative r®s~lts. Memphis 
City Engineer me~$~r@d di~t~~~® f~@m wh@re s~ot fired to 
where victim struck~~ 2@1 f@ete IN VIEW OF THE CRIME.FOR 
WHICH SUBJECT BEX~@ SO~@~ HE SH@fflie~ BE OONSXDERD ARMED 
liffi Dlk@mwtv~ o · --- -

This document cont.ains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and · 
· its contents are not to be distributed 'Olltside your·agenc;y. 1 • 
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F'D-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

... 
1 D te April 25, 1968 

a --------.,......,.........---

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis on 
April 4, 1968, were shown to Mr. CHARLIE QUITMAN STEPHENS, 
Apartment 6B, 422½ South Main Streett Memphis, Tennessee. 
STEPHENS said the 1955 and 1960 photographs of RAY were not 
familiar to him, b~t he advised the 1966 profile photograph 
of RAY appearing in Wanted Flyer 442-A, April _19, 1968, and 
Identification Order 4182 dated April 20, 1968, looked like 
the man he saw i~ Apartment 5ij 9n Aprtl 4, 1968, talking to 
Mrs. BESSIE.BREWER.' STEPHENS said he only saw the mants 
profile in the boarding house and as a result could only say 
the prof.ile photograph of RAY in 1966 looked very much like 
the above mentioned man in Room 58. 

. -

STE~HENS said he b;a4 pever. seen the bedspread o:r 
any similar bedspread either at the rooming house or anyw~eJ>e 
else. 

5 

On 4/24/68 at Memphis, Tennessee File# Memphis 44-1987 

SA STEPHEN M. DARLINGTON:jap 
by ----,-------------------Date dictated----~~~--
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is lo1tnE!d tQ 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. · 
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FD-302 (Rev, 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date --=A""'p=r--=i=l=---..::;2:..:::5'-".--=1=9--=6--=8;__,~ 

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960, 
and 1966 9 and of t,he bedspread recovered at Memphis, 
Tennessee, April 4, 1968, were shown to Mr~ WILLIAM CHARLES 
ANSCHUTZ, Apartment 4B~ 422½ South Main Street, Memphis, 
Tennessee. He advised none of the men in the photographs 
were familiar to him and that he would not be able to 
identify the man he saw running down the hall on April 4, 
1968, in the late afternoon after hearing the noise which he 
thought was a shotj as the man was covering his face with 
his arm as he ran down the hall. 

6 

On _4_/_2_4_/_6_8 __ at __ M_em_p_h_i_s_,_T_e_n_n_e_:s_lB_e_e ___ File # Memphis 44-1987 

SA STEPHEN Mo DARLINGTON:jap 4/25/68 
by -----------------------Date dictated----------
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and js loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FD-302 (Rev, 4-15-64) 

,· 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVES"\~ATION 

'\ 
1 ~ April 25, 1968 

,., Date -~-----,------r-,......-
~; 

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY ta~~n 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at\tMemphis, April 4, 
1968, were shown to Mrs. BESSIE RUTHBREWER,\Room Noy 2, 
422½ South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee~ ·;She said she 
had looked at the bedspread on April 4, 1968·, -_when it was 
displayed to her after being reeovered by the Memphis Police. 
She said the bedspread did not come from her rooming house 
and in fact she had never seen one like it before in her 
life. Mrs$ BREWER said none of the men in the photographs 
shown her were familiar to her~ She further advised.that 
she did not believe she would recognize the man using the 
name JOHN WILLARD if he were to t

1walk up and say hello to 
me right now. 0 She said she did not look at the man 
called WILLARD nsquarely in the face 0 and as a result, does 
not think she will be able to identify him~ 

7 

On April 24, lP68 Memphis, Tennessee File # __ M_e_m-=-p_h_i_s_4_4_-_I-,-9_8.,....7_,_ __ 

by __ S_A_S_T_E_P_H_EN __ M_., _D_A_R_L_IN_G_TO_. N_:-"j'-a-'-p-----Date dictated __ 4_/_2_5/_6_8 __ ~-

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is lo~neq tp 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. · · 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ A-=p,_r_i_1_2_5 __ , , ____ 1_9_6_8 ____ .....,... 

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis, Tennessee, 
April 4, 1968, were shown to Mr. BERTIE L. REEVES, Apartment 3, 
422½ South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee. - He advised ~one 
of the men in the phatographs were familiar to him and that 
he had never seen the bedspread or any bedspread similar to it. 

8 

On __ 4_/_2_4_/_6_8 __ at ___ M_e_m_p_h_i_s_,_T_e_n_n_e_s_s_e_e ___ File # __ M_e_m_p_h_i_s_4_4~-~1_9_~_7,__.,,.....,~ 

by __ S_A_S_T_E_P_H_EN __ M_., _D_IA_R_L_I_N_GTO_: _N_~_;:j_a_;:p _____ Date dictated __ 4_/_2_5_/_68 __ ~-

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is lQaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. ' 
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FD-302 (Rev, 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 D te April 25, 1968 
a ---'"------..::-----

Mr. FRANK BREWER, Room No. 2, 422½ South Main 
Street, Memphis, Tennessee., advised he never saw the man 
registered as JOHN WILLARD at the boarding house. 

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis on 
April 4, 1968, were shown to Mro BREWER,and he advised none 
of the men in the photographs were familiar to him. ·He 
also stated he had never seen the bedspread or any bedspread 
similar to it. 

9 

On _4_/_2_4_/_6_8 __ at __ M_e_m_p_h_i_s_1_T_e_n_n_e_s_s_e_e ____ File # _-_M_e_m_p...,.h_i_s_4_4_-_1_9_8~: 7:.-·---

SA STEPHEN M. DARtJ .. NO.TON:jap 4/25./_~_J 
by -------------'----"--....;_--------Date dictated ---...:..-........ _--,-__ 

'":. 

- This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI an~ it1 .loaned to 
your ag-ency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. . _ : ' !,-- -
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ A~p~r_i_l_•._·2_5.,.__, ~·_1_9_6_8~_,.. 

Mrs. CHARLIE STEPHENS, Apartment 6B, 422½ South 
Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, advised she never saw.the 
man registered into Room '58 o,i April 4, l968, as:,she was 
sick in bed that entire week. · 

Photographs_of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at,Memphis on 
April 4, 1968, were shown to Mrs. ·sTEPHENS, and she advised' 
none of the men in the photographs were f~iliar to her. She 
also sta t~d s_he h;;t.d never seen the bedspreatl or , any 
bedspread: similar to it before~ , 

10 

On __ 4_/_2_4_/_6_8 __ at __ M_e_m=p_h_i_s_,_,_· ~T_e_n_n_e_s_s_e_e ____ File # __ M_e_m __ p_h_i_s..,... _4_4_ ... _. 1_9.,_8~7.,..., ___,_ 

SA STEPHEN M. DARLINGTON~jap 4/25/JI 
by -----------------------Date dictated-------...,..,.,,,.....,......,_. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. ' 
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ME 44-1987 
JWB:n~ 
1 

Various photographs of ERIC S. GALr were shown to-. 
the following individuals on April 18, 1968, by SA's JOHN W. 
BAUER an(i HARLEY E .. GYLFE at Memphis, Tennessee: 

BESSIE BREWER, 422½ South Main Street; 
FRANK BREWER, 422½ Soµth Main Street; 
C~ARLES STEPHENS, 422½ South Main Street; 
ANNA CHRISTINE KELLY, Manager, Rebel Motel, 

3466 Lamar_Avenue; · 
HENRIETTA HAGEMASTER, Desk Clerk, Rebel Motel, 

3466 Lamar Avenue; 
VICTOR DUPRET, owner, Rebel Motel, 3466 Lamar 

Avenue; 
-~ARA LOVING, maid, Rebel Motel, 3466 Lamar Avenue; 
·sADIE MC KAY, maid, Rebel Motel, 3466 Lamar Avenll~. 

The above individuals stated that the ph~togr~~ps 
shown to them of ERIC s. GALT do not in any way loQk familittr 
to them. 

=·,.: -

J •• ,J.J 

11 
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I 

j 

PERSONS AT REBEL MOTEL 
3466 LAMAR AVENUE. · 
DMPHIS, TENNESSEE 

12 
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F'D-302 (Rev, 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date April 23 a 1968 
I J 

Mrs. HENRIETTA HAGD!ASTER, Desk Clerk, Rebel 
Motor Hotel, 3466 Lamar Avenue, Mel!llphis$ Tennessee, was 
shown various photographs of JAMES EAJtL RAY and adv_ised 
that none of these photographs looked familiar to her. 
She added that she still felt that she would be unable 
to reco,nize the individual wh(l) registered at the motel 
as ERIC s. GALT even if she had a face-to-face confrontation 
with him. 

13 

On _4_/_2_2_/_6_8 __ at Mellilphis, Temiltlessee File# Memphi~ 44-1987 

by SA JOHN W. BAUER: tjm Date dictated __ 4_/_2_2_/~S_S ___ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loa11ed to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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ME 44 ... 1987 
JWB.:cjs 
1· 

I, 
,'_I. 

Various photograpm of JAMES' EARL RAY. ·wer.e shown t'o · , ,. 
_the following individuals on, April 1;9,,:, 1968,. by SA JOHN ,W •· ,': 
BAUER at the Rebel Restaurantp 3464 'Lamar,Avenue, Memphis·,; 
Tennessee: 

GEORGE D. BUNNELLi _.©JW!m~l':i, Rebel Restau,r.ant; 
. ·~ .. 

• • ,. I 

JOYCE B$ FOIJ:olSJ) ·wai:furess,1,i Rebel Restaurant;. 

JUANXT4 WILBON~· co9ks, Rebel Restaurant; 

L. Vo CAMPBELL)) cook1 Rebel Restaurant. 
·-. 

The above individuals stated the photographs shown 
to them o:f JAMES EARL RAY are not ·1n any way familiar to them. 

"• 

/. i 

' ' 

-, ' 
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OLIVE-a REXALL DRUG 8-TORE 
WRlmAVEN, TENNESSEE 

. . \ . . 
'· -.. 

\ 
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F'D-302 (Rev, 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date_----'4"-/-=1=9/..._6=8~..........,.-_,...,.. 

Mrso PEGGY BROWNu 4810 Richland, was interviewed 
at her place of employment·,, Oliver Rexall ,Drugstore, Highway 
51 South, White Haven, Teni)esseea at which: time s,he viewed 
the photograph o"f ERIC STAF~O GALT wherein ,1GALT · is depicted 
with his eyes closed l!l~d s11_~ furnished the ;foll~,w:Lng information: 

~~ : ~ 
She stated that t~is photograph generally 4epicts 

the individual who was in ti)e drut$h<>re on (~pri l. 3 t· 1968, She 
advised that the individual\ in th~ store was genera-lly 
of the same age as GALT, _)1ad the s,ame colo:i: hair, and 
similar type complexion. u'·Photogra'P,b of GAL[.~ appeaxed t.o 
resemble the individual :i.;n t.he mann~r of bu:i.ld if) a ge~eral way. 
She advised that she is. ~mable to say if th/is is, ~h~ Shme 
person who was in the st~re. She cbµld not·;say \qhether the 
facial characteristics depicted. in t11~ phot?9r.~ph are similar 
to the man who made the pun:has:~. She advis~,d she does not 
have a good recollectio~ of the p&J;$0n.,, and ·ma,y be able to 
identify this individual if she were uo see h~m in e~rson. 
She could not comment regarding the e.yes, nos\, and '''o·ther facia:l 
characteristics depicted in the photograph as~she- does not know 
if they are similar to the customer who ·purchci@ed .the Gill~tte 
razor kit. · 

16 

On ........ 4~/-1~9~/~6~8...,_ __ at Memphis~ Tennessee File # ___,M=E=-4-=-4-=-----'1=9:a,.;8=-7~------

by SA ANDREY& SWAN/raj Date djctated ----,---4~/_1_9~/_6_8 __ ..,.. 

This documen:t cont~ins neither recommendatioi;s xi.or conclusi.ons of the FBI. It is the property of the Fiji and is loaned tq 
your agency; 1t and its contents are not to be distributed outsrde your agency. . . ,, 
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FD-302 (Rev, 4-15-64) 

.FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date April 25. 1968 -----='----~-~--......-

Mr. RALPH MEREDITH CARPENTER, 4844 Durbin Street, 
. Memphis, Tennessee, a salesman at the York Arms Company, 

162 South Main Street, Memphis~ was shown a group of pictures 
taken on different dates of JAMES EARL RAY, FBI No. 405 942 G; 
Mr. CARPENTER said of the picture of RAY taken March 28, 1955, 
that he could not eliminate this as being a picture of the 
individual to whom he had sold a pair of Bushnell binoculars 
on April 4, 1968. He said that the purchaser of the binoculars 
did not have any beard or mustache but his facial features 
resembled those in the March 28~ 1955, photograph of RAY. 
CARPENTER said the 1968 picture of JAMES EARL RAY, as shown 
on the current Wanted Flyer, Number 442-A, looks more like the 
binocular purchaser than any picture he -has seen to date. 
CARPENTER mentioned that he does not recall a protruding left 
ear- of the customer and did not note any scar pn his face. He 
~aid he could not positively identify this 1968 picture of 

----J,I\MES EARL RAY as being a picture of the binocular purchaser 
above mentioned, but he believes- that it is. 

'-

18 

On __ 4_/_2_2_/_6_8 __ at __ M_e_m~p~h_i_s_, _T_e_n_n_, e_s_s_a_e ___ File # Memphis 44-1-987 

by __ S_A_R_A_L_P_H_J_~ _L_IEW_E __ ~_:_J_· a_p ________ Date dictated __ 4_/_2:_5/_· 6_· 8 _ __,,.,..__,.....,.._ 
;i 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property bf the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. · 
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F-RAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIO. 
. ,~-~:•:i::<?f _ 

J' , Date April 16 ~ 196~. -

\. 
1, 

. \'. ·.,'f-: 
-·///h1 

·•·<•'.J 
. Mr~. NORMAN (GEORGIA M.) .pAVIS 9 733 Cecil Avenue·i · · [ 

·.·1. 

Lbuisvill~, Kentucky!) was interviewed sit her r~sfdeilllce. She t 
. furnished the following information: · • .:....--- < "-~-~ - . :f 

She · is · a Kentucky State Sena-tor 'from the 33rd r(; 
District of Louisville~ Kentucky. Stile is also a Board member .. t 
and Chairman of the Finance Committee of the Kentuc~y Chlristian :t 
.Leadership Conference (KCLC) which is affiliated with the ; : :· 
Southern Christian Leadership ·conference (SCLC). t 

it 
~­

·. ·t-,,_ _ Mrs o DAVIS in . the company o,f Mrs O LUK][E' VIARD ~nd Rev o 

· A .D. WJ!LloIAMS KING of Louisv1·11e, Kentucky, were· in Memphis 9 • 

Tennessee at the Lorraine Motel on April 4P 1968. Their pur­
pose was to participate in a march scheduled in Memphis 9 

Tennessee for April .5, 1968_, .to be led by the late Dlt'. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR. Mrs. DAVIS volunteered the following ~s 'back= 
grou~d data concerning .the activities of herself 9 Mrs. WARD and 
Revo A.D. WILLIAMS KING,iJl]Jllediately prior ·to their visit to· 
Memphis, Tennessee. ' 

.[ . l: 

·t 
··1\ 

,; 

:1\. ., 

·:i; .:t 
On March 23 9 1968, Mrs. DAVIS and Mrs. WARD teft ... ,,... 

Louisville 9 Kentucky 9 . traveling in Mrs. WARD~s Cadilllavc ::uit9mo-· · · ~ 
bile 9 to go to Florida for a vacation o On the night (l)f Malr.ch . -· . · i 
23 ~ 1968, they stayed at a Holidity .. _ Imm Mo-tel imear Birmingh~u1 9 .t: · .. · . i 

_ Alabnaima, pxossibly located on llighwaiy-.,_31. -The next d:aiy they dr.ove · ~ 
to Florida where they stayed at a Howar~ Johnson Motel in the .. :.· .. /F 
vicinity of Fort Walton Beach. On Marcltll'··-2~5 9 1968p-·tbey drove to .. f 
Paiimama City 9 Florida 9 where they .rel.l'llted kitchenette #4 of the I:; 
Treasures Island Motel which was. oper~ted by ·au~ _HASTJCN(GS ~nd ri 
his wife FRANCES., These individuals also owned'"the nefillrby -~ 
Sunglow Motel. When Mrs. DAVIS and Mrs. WARD occupied kitchenette n 
#4 at the Treasures Island. Motel, no other individuials were •- [~-
occupying the motel. 

t 
Oltll Aplril 1 9 1968, Rev: A.D. Wiir.I~IAMS KING of Louis- f,\ 

ville flew to Panama City and was met at the airport by Mrs. . k 
WARD and Mrs. DAVIS 1 and on that date, he occupied tll!ie kitchenette','. ·, .. [{ 

' On _-'4"-=._;;;;l;...aa5_-...a,6...a.8 __ at Louisville, Kentucky File # _L_S_4_4_..,_9_4_7_-__ __,.... __ 

by ---'S=A~"\l.:..:;l A=R=R=E=·N.:......;:;;La...· .----'-'1fl=A=L=SH=----· ..;.;.W=LV,..:.:..1.;..../ d ___ s..;;...._ _____ Date 'dictated -"'"'"· 4_=_1_6_"'6_8 ___ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. · It is the property of the FBI and. is loaned to·' 
. your agency; it and it!!. contents are ~ot to be distributed outside your agency •. 
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. next to #4 at the Treasures Island Motel believed to be #5. 

About 9:30 a.m., April 3 9 1968 9 Mrso WARD, Mrs •. DAVIS 
and Rev. KING left Treasures Island Motel in Mrso WARD's auto= 
mobile for the purpose of going to Memphis, Tennesseep to parti= 
-ci.pate in the scheduled, April 5~ 1968~ march. Mrs. WARD left 
some·of her clothing in kitchenette #4 at the Treasures Island 
Motel as she planned to· return to the motel after the march for 
further vacationing~ ·Mrs. DAVIS does not believe that the owners 
of the motel P the HASTINGS 9 killlew at the time Mrs. DAVIS amd .her · 

.. comp~:m.ions left the motel th.at they were going to Mempl'.ais ·9 but · .' , ··. t . 
the HASTINGS did know that Mrs. WARD planned to. IL"eturllil in a few·.<.·. -· 
days to the motel. · · · · · 

. Mrs. DAVIS later leairnedl that when Mrs. WARDg becau:se 
of the death of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING 9 decided rno~ j .. t~ further ,: . 
·vacation in Florida and had flown to Panama City ott April 6 9 . · • .... , .. 

1968 9 to• obtain the :remainder of her clQthing, that Mr.· and · ' · 
MES. HASTING~ had. expressed some displeasure to Ml's o WARD .. 
about having as guests Mrs. WAIID 9 Mrs. DAVIS m:l!nd Rev. A ... D. 

· WILLIAMS KING. Mrs. DAVIS believed the HASTJINGS Qf!figi·imally 
came f!"om Bi'JYmingham and recalled that Rev o A.DD WILLIAMS KING •.,· .', . 
used to· pas tor a church thelC'e.. .. · · \ · 

.; . ,i. ,;-.' 

Mrs.::DAVIS aind Mrs. WARD·all1ld Rev., KING arrived in_•.>:::·:·. 
Memphis 

9 
Temu11essee from Paiimama City~ Flol"ida. 

9 
· smd registered··,· .;;".~;,: ... ·· 

at the Lorraine Motel :at about l a~m. 9 Apri1 4 9 ·'1968. Rev. 
KING and M~s. DAVI8 did the registewing a~d Mrs. DAVIS occupied 
Room 201 and Mrs. WARD. Room 207. · 

Immediately upon their arrival at the Lorraine . 
Motel 9 Mrs. WARD& Mrs. DAVIS and Rev.. A .. D. WILLIAMS KING started,:·. 
making inquiry of other guests at the motel as to the where-· ·:":, 
about!:! of Rev. KING 0 s bx-other$ Dr .. MARTlN LUTHER KING. He could: : ··/· 
not be located at the motel all!ld HOSEA WILLIAMS remarked that . ·/ 
Dr. KING was at a strategy meeting :mt a church, the name of :i'. 
which Mrs. DAVIS recalls as the Church of the Mimiooal S~lary 
(Phonetic). Mrs. WARD$ Mrs. DAVIS ai.nd Rev. KING then. went to 
the church but D.r. KING was. not there. Rev •. -ANDREW YOUNG a111d 

. some·. other people$ id.en t.i ties . not known to Mrs • DAVIS but 
appearing to be·possibly local pastors and ministers$ were hold-

. ing a meeting ai t the church. A man called 0°CABBAGE 00 was speak= i 
ing at the meeting when Mrs. DAVIS and:ner ·companions ~rrived$ 

~ 

21 
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but· Mrs. DAVIS and her ·companions did not stay a't the mee.t.ing _._:.:.'.;_:/\/\\ 
upon learning Dr. KING was not there Mrs. DAVIS and her com-·<;; ,.) :\ 

· pan.ions went to a smaller room in the church whe·~e they met' :;;; · , ·.· 
'i' 'l •'. ~ ' 

Rev. JESSE JACKSON from Chicagop Illinois and conversed with __ 
Rev. JACKSON for a few minutes. -, · ,. 

Mrs. DAVIS and her companions thereafter returned to ·-: · 
' the Lorraine Motel arriving about 3 a .m. 9 and the three of them _ . 

· - · went to Room 207. Her~ ·they conversed among themselves with_ · .-: ' 
the d~or to the motel room open fer about an hour or an hour 

- · ._....· and a lhialf at which point Mrs. DAVIS .nappe1rufd to observe a taxi 
cab 9 identity mot recalled, arriving at the motel ~Blld to depart·· 
from the cab Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING 11 Rev. RALPH ABElmATBY 9 - __ 

and Rev. BERNARD.LEEo Mrso WARD immediately went ~ut an(lin-
vi ted the three 1·ndi viduals into Rqom ·207. Doctor. KING a'nd~ 
his companions joined Mrs._ DAVIS and her companions _in Room - · Z : 
207. After approximately five minutes Revs. ABERNATltY-an<L_ · , . . ·:--:;. 
LEE left the room, presumably to ·go to their own rooms. '- Mrs~ 
DAVIS 9 Mrs·. WAIU), Dr. KINQ.u~d Rev •. K_ING remained in .Room_207 -.-:>'':';· 
until-about· ~_a.m. wheh Dr. KING left, advising he was going to· .. ,_-
Room 306. _ -~, _ 

., --- .:·. _ During the conversation by the··:a'bove in4ividuals iir:. __ :.·,, 
· · i:: ·:Room 207 no:Qne ·made any mention of indicition that they-were-

_:•.·.·fearful of ia\ny a.ttempt-~.being made that day on Dr. KIN(ir9.s life. .- ... :>'.} 
. ,., , '" . ;_;. ' . . , ""::,_.:~·- . . 

. >""\ . After Dr. KING left Room 207 11 Mrs. DAVIS also :J.e'ft -·\J 
.. -:.::·(-~/'.'\n~ -room and went to ~oom 201. . A~out one-half hour la-tEp: 9 ,: ~- :\} 

':_. - ·- Dr. KING caime to Room 201 and visited with_: Mrs.· DAVIS _fr,r about.. :~ -
_,_ ,,/·,,~,· .an hourp the talk consisting of general matte.rap Mr.~.o !)"AVIS _;_;, .. _ 

remembering specifically that during this time she ;m.enti'on;e2d,),iv~:.:-:. -_,, -: 
to Dro KING that Miss KATHERINE PEDIN of Kentucky was running:-_- - : ---­
for u.s. Senator from Kentuckyp and Dr. KING indicated. he had•::·.'·•) 
met Miss PEDIN as she had interviewed him as.-a member.'of the ·:---.' · :· 
President 0 s Commission on Civil Disorderso Also during this _ .-i .. .::{:-\,_.·-), 
visit Mrs. DAVIS told Dr KING that in view of tbe •. mar.ch in.:·:.<"\\~.,~;/~:} 

1 ~;. ' ·:. 

'., ... -

Memphis, Tennessee having been rescheduled fl"Om April 5 to - - . _:':·_J-:,:·:·:_:},:; 
April 8~ 1968, Mrs. DAVIS would probably not remain in Memphisi :. ;_)/\.:<: 
over the weekend, but would return to Louisvilleo Howeverp Dr~,.'<·'-~\:: 
KING asked .that before Mrso DAVIS made a final decision he .-· i}.:·-\/1

. 

would like to- talk to her further about this but that he had '- · .. ,,• -
·to· leave·as he.had a strategy meeting planned in·Room 306 at 
8 a.m. 9- April 41'. 196~, .and he anticipated he ~ould re=contact, .. 
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·her about her decision about noon 9.April 4p 1968 •.. -. 
I 

·-:, ... 
• i . : ~. .... . ~. '. 

Shortly· after Dr. KING left Room 201 i, Mrs. WARD . '· ·: .. . 
_ joined Mrs. DAVIS in Room 201 where. they had coffee and con~ >,.:.•,,.({:-:·t.~• 

.-: ... _;... :· versed uimtil about noon when Mrs. WARD. left. About_.l. p.m •. ___ : .. ::,//
1
},~;,;;t:;;\ 

.or 1~30 p.mo Dr. KING·returned to Room 201 and advised Mrs~· .·:·:~'·b-.P':·: 
DAVIS that he needed to relax for a shprt whiie and left . · . _ {>::·.;;4\/ 
Room 306 so as not to be bothered unless importilnt matters · .:: ... -. ,.,'.'./ 
occur!"ed •· From Room 201 Dr. KING pi.honed Room 306 and spoke · · .. ,, 

.•;;-, :-. •:. · ., . ,vi th Rev •. LEE advising Rev. LEE as to his whereabouts and 
-· inf~~med Rev. LEE he did not w~nt to be disturbed unless 

. , .... ,. . it was all!l important matter. While in Room 201 en this occasion ':::. ; 
·.· ..... · Dr o KING made sev~ral phone, calls using -a, ~redit :card. Mrs. 

'; DAVIS recalls tut Dll°. KING phoned his secretary 9 DORA McDONALDp - ·_ -
:-'\:/:> .. · .. · in Atlantap Georgia 9 ta1nd also made a ca.U. to New Yorks> ident:i,~y .r · 
,,-,· . · .. of person called not specificta1lJl.y l'emembered .. by Mrs. DAVJIS 11 but · 

\/>~1
•::· /:·. :.~· :::~!!f ::~:E~ ~!!!n~Y!~s~: ~::~n;!~~~ ~!d a1n!!!:s~r~a:~NG · · .. , · 1•· 

:.. · · :_ / ·· . .' ,, " speak of these individuals. .' ·. ·: >~.: 

·.'.' · ~ . . Theireaf~eir as Dr. KING was just dialing his ,.,,th~ 
· :n.n Atlanta II Georgl.a!) Rev. A ,.D. WILLIAMS KING caime into Room - ·: ... ··:- ... :.:>·:. 

,.(.':·. :::··· 201 and Dr. KING and Rev. A oD~ WILLIAMS KING conversed with : ·.:_:-::·},•.fi 
··./ · their mother telephonically for a few minutes. About 45 · · ·/:'t>.'/ ·· ... 

·-:_. :::~ 'minutes later Revs~ ABERNATHY and LEE came to Room 201 and Mrso--., ·:··, 
4,·:.> DAVIS then phoned Mrs. WARD and invited her to Room 201.o • Mrs •. · 

.. >:.:WARD did come to Room 201. 
: •·:., l 

. ' '·, ' 

, . ~: <"·-·. t -

; : ,. '· ·\'. _. . ~ 

.i< ,. ,;· ~ 

fa,./_.)~,: 

Shortly after Mrs. WARDvs arrival in.Room 201-9 /Mrs .. - .. 
WARD left to pick up some cleaning for Mrs. DAVIS at a laundry :, ~.:,<;,-,:-. _.: 

· and dry cleaning store, name not recalled 9 located at Be2;D.e · ::· :: ··~ ~~·:·,-.;,:: 
· .~.q~ Third Streets. in Memphis. Mrs ... _ WARD had taken the clean=· -.<·.:;;,·-:-: 

ing to.this location earlier IO>n April 4 9 1968 9 for Mrs. DAVIS 9 - "·~/.\ 

probably about 10 a om; and as Mrs o DAVIS recalls 9 she .h~_eeB-...,.~~ 
accompanied on that occasioim by ·Rev. A .D-. WILLIAMS...-K-lNG. ·. · · .. ,:. - - ·--- ...... . .. . .. ' . ~-

•· 
Dur!ng the absence of Mrs. WARD from Room 201p -

CHAUNCEY ESKRIOOE, the attorney friom Chicago 9 and Rev o ANDREW , . , . ?) 
· YOUNG!) came to ~oom 201 •. Mrs. WARD returned f.lr'om her visit ,L 

to the l~u!!lldry very shortly the:resifter ~ making a total of· .i . ,\ 

eight individuals in the room.. The above eight ·i.ndividWl.lls . . ·. ; ,·. ''; 
conversed generally until about 5:45 p.m.si when ·nr~•~,KXMfJ.::-:&i71~9µ.nced.·,.;. ,.·; 
that he was going to diimner at the home of Reio BIL~Y KYLES . ;- '· 
.in Memphis aind he invited Mrs. DAVIS to join him for. dinner 
at the Reverend 9 s home. She advised him that she would ~eed . ' 
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about 15 minutes O>!" so to freshen up and· he sta.ted -he would 

·-·go to his room and freshen up and wait for her.· Mrs~--DAVIS 

I J; ' 

:-·-·· ·.;• 

· had just compi"eted her prepara,tion· for leaving for di"l!ll!lller be;. · 
cause. she recalled that she was ·standing in front of a mirror_ .. :.-\:_. __ ·.:.;·_,.: 
with her raincoat on taking a last look sis to her appearance··_·,·_ . .:,:Ji.::,/:i 
when she hea-Yr.d ·a shot. She was stunned for just an instant ,. ·_,. :-,·.:·<•:: 
but thellil im.m.edia tely went ou~side the room and heard. someone::_: ._._,_;,~:_i~.i::·.\)_~,;. 
yell Dr. KING had just been shot. She looked up. towards!' ·· :~'-·.: 
Room 306 and saw what she is convinced were •Dr. KING's· ·feet 
on the balcony protruding· slightly over the· edge o .. ThE3re was .. 
co~siderable confusiollil and panic and polipe ~rrived almcst 
immediatelyo Mrs. DAVIS cannot be entirely certain of . 
immediate events following, but as she recialls Rev. -JACKSON 
was in the motel courtyard·at the time shelent out ·of Room 201 
as was Mrs. WARQ. Mrs. DAVIS immediately proceeded up to 
where·Dr. KING was lying.and remaiinied in that vicinity until 
D:r. KING was -taken away in an ambulance which Mrs,, DAVIS esti-
mates was approximately· 10 minutes after she had heard the shot. ; , 

.~s. DAVIS can recal i no incident which she ob'served 
after comillllg out of Room 201 after the shot had been fired which 
she feels hais smy bearing on ascertaining the identity of the 

· __ · indi vidu.al :respo1msible for the- shot. 

Afte·.ir_ Dr. KING had been taken f:it"om the motel in an 
ambulall1lce 9 Mrs. DAVIS recalls that Rev/ JACKSON was~n the 
coulC'ty&rd and gave a p.TL"-ess sta. tement. · Thereafter Mrs. DAVIS 
went to the motel .off ice where sllne fourmd Mrs· •. WARD who wa~ -

- orderirmg coffee. Then Mrs. DAVIS 2l!lid a man Mrs. DAVIS recalls" . _ .. 
· as a HAROLD MILLER 9 possibly a local m.i11Uister fll."om. Memphis_ Ol" · >··}. 
Atlantap w,ant to Room 207 to advise Rev. A.D. WILLIAMS KIN{;'~ 
the shooting of his ·brother. Rev. KING was asleep .and they · . , ... : 
did not succeed. in miwakening him~ · Thereafter Mrs.· WARD c2me ·) 
to Room· 207 arid Mrs. DAVIS and the man she believes was named · 1 

MILLER left tne .iroom. : . ~~~i 

: . La'ter on the night of April 4~ 1968, possibly around 
-::8:30 p.m. someO>l!lle 9 Mrs. DAVIS did not know who 9· felt that Mt>s. 

WARD~ Mrs. DAVIS and Rev. A ~D., WILLIAMS KING should mot spend .. ~ 
.·\;:;n:<t'l',:,.-:_\:the rem21inde.ll" @f that night at the Lorraine Motel 1mlllld Mrs./' . i 

-~~;:{~?f/?P .. :,</-DAVIS recalls p$!cking Iller clothes a!lld the. truree of ~hem ~;<~ing · , , : t 
·.,x:,;,;' " .. out to the home of Rev. KYLES. After arrival at th1.s hoipe 9 . . .. -· ,f 

f .. i!v:8 ;I~c!~:t/::!:1:ya~o:::~8

K~/~:~ !~e;:g :~1.;rrt ' ;:: }! 

; ~-,-e-,;. .• _.,....: ~-- -_ • ~ • • • ............ ...,..,..,,---~----...,.,....,~-,--..,-,...---,----,~.·-,~ ~~-_-·;,...,: .. ='.,_ ..... ;-.•.,...,>=:_:;~t,,,,,i..;....;f.;_~ 
~ ·•• - •'. 0 C' 0 • ., ... .,,. 0 ' 

. ' . . . . ~--'---~-~---·------
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Mrs. WARD and M?'s. DAVIS should spend-the evening at a 
·Howard Johnson ,Motel in Memphis. Mrs. WARD and Mrs. DAVIS 
together with i'ndividuals not now recalled went to the Boward 
Johnson Motel where Mrs. WARD registered for the two of them, 

- but the plans again changed as Mrs. DAVIS recalls -HOSEA 
WILLIAMS indicated that Mrs. DAVIS and her- ~ompanions should 
return to the Lor-raine Motel f·or the evening.. Mrs. WARD and 
Mrs. DAVIS were ~hen driven in Mrs. WARD~s car by ~n unknown 
individual back to· the Lor~aine Motel where they emtered Room 
201. A short time la"ter Rev .. KYLES brought Rev. A.D. WILLIAMS 
KING back to the motel \at which-pcint Mrs. WARD left.-RO!O>m-:201. 
Mrs. DAVIS spent-the remainder cf the night by h~rself in 
Room 201.. \,_ 

·oim Friday morn~ng·j .... ,Ap:ri:U. 5, 1968 11 Rev. A .. D. WILLIAMS 
·KING left. the L<cirraine ·Mo.tel. tQ go to the airport to meet the 
wife of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING who was arriving in Mempllllis'oil 
that morning. . ·:--. .... ,. · • . .....,. 

Mrs. 1VARD al!Ild Mrs. DAVIS lef·t··.M~mphis~ Tennessee, 
about 9 a.m. 11 April 5, 1968, aind. drove to.'A:t;lanta 9 Georgia~·-

• ..... 
', . ··- ..... 

Mrs. DAVIS advised that chnring her st·:ay in Memphis, 
on April 4 ... 5 9 1968 9 sp,e personally had received_·,.:O.? threats 
against hell° life nor does she fm:ave _any knowledge of"any~lllle 
lalt.· the Lorraine Motel being specifically threatened on that 
occasion. 

.. 
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D_ate Ap~il ].6 9 JL{ss 

Mrs • Ji\i,,P JIB !l. f\l..lJCREJ:i A B .) WA PJ;, a I~<> k.n,,,.,,Z., 
Lukie W'iU"d 9 2540 E~irnS·~.-eill- 9 .L.<tm.isnrille 9 Keillltim~ky 9 was in'ter-.· .. ·. 

. ' 
, .. •·.:· ,;· 

,,; .'· 

viewed in the ((J)ffice oit' tllle Fecdler~l BuJre~u of l:!!i!.ves·tig$lt:li.0Jlll·,· .,.: 
(FE!», .l@ui.sviJl.Jle 9 Kentuicky 9 :an~ hUE'illlished t.t.le f(O)ll@fwi!rng 

',t,·,_. j 

· information: · · , . , }1%1j~ 
f«»K" the JP>.!!:s t seVe.l!:'!81 l ye~t's she has. $;eir•we©t @IS ta1(dlmi:rnis.;.; · · i · · : · ·: 

t:rative assist«hJrut t~ Revew®mid A.D. WlfliJiiJ,AM.S KING 0>f' :[;.(0>1U\isviJl.le~-· ..:_;_:··//tJ;! 
Ken tudry o:a!Jl'~doo sec.1cet~ry of the Kell1ltm<6ky C!ll:r•.i$1t:itaHlil !..ie:aidlerslb.ip · ,. : t 

,.· ;.•:',:!.•. ... '• . 
·_.,,Cc~fsre!iil<ee, {}(C~:~·C} a.st J.L.o~i~Ville~ Kentucky(,. ~~,.u ~,ffii.i~-'te Of t_he -- .: ,_ \ 
.·: ·soutli"1!,,·:r'.n . C!ilit·is·tian t,e):.iul!<e)rslbiiJp Co->fillf~:t·er;i_€.:)<El (SC!.C:)1 , . ',•· 

Ab~tiJl't mirjli.'nl.gttn t- Al(u.11:'il J p 1l968 ~ (0)1.' slrn©rtly tflllere~fte.:lf 
\Oln Ap1ril 4 9 1968 9 • j,zr,~. WAF.D :il.!n! tlta® r~@mpiauray ·@l'f Ml'~ o !GE@R,c;IA 
DAV!S <»f ~.J,©-ct11i~vil.Ue, 1Kermt1UJ.cky p a. B@~rd .m<einnbe)l!-" <O>f. the KCTi.tC. atr.iio1 :: , ,r : . 

... _ ~ Kenttwky St2te Se1lll~t~11? f1r~uit K"©uiswilllsa 9 · and the Rev~l'end · 
.· .. ,._.· AoDo Wl'ff:.-tLIAM~ KIN;;;i (Pf KCU:: ~m~I. p.aist@t· @f the Zioimi B~pti~t 

· ' · :: · Clh\1.unrch in Louisvi JLJle ~ ~ r·ir i ve(dl in Mempilruisi 9 Tentm®ss.:ee, i.n J11ts. 
:.···''-.··JWARD''s ·19€\7 C~cdl:i.ll&g<e 9 f0>e:ror>i:r».g 19658 Keimt1Uicky 1!.ic@imse K:19=441 •. 

.. . . · j . Tlh1e _ _pu.ll"p@se @f the:i.1t visit 'to Mce~pllid .. s 9 Tenl!llessee Wat$ to JP)ar U.= l . · : . . ) 
,, .. . .,., - .· c:fi.p:aitt.e i.n ~ scr.i<f.:c.0h..t.t1le~. l:ill~1.rdri1 the?'ei @ro1 P..pt'ili. 5 11 :il.JilE>S :to be led_. / \ :'. ·. · · · 

by D:ir. MAE.'1f :!;1~ K}u"TF.i.ER KIN'D 9 _,JE, e :tfJ't'$ •. WARJJ, ~!llld b•eil' comp~:tl\.io~~ 
iriegi~ter•ad iiru th.re t«✓,\irll'.':~dn® Mco,tel <Q:i(C(:,iJ...t)Ply.irig Ro:@m$ 20]. amd 2()7 •.. '._·_:;:;,:;.)-{, 

• ' ' ' : \(}/: ~L_~:-
M:ll:',S. WA!'/.1.:'r di~ u'il@ t Jl.~:;i., v-0 ·trove L.-cNrr.·?ll ir.i.e M@tel f.n:'~m .. -: ':f 

...... , .. :the tiL~e ©f' he.r-~r'.1t'iV''<lll 1ll.\tmtil ~.fte:ir the sh(CJCO>tinig ©f Dnr. MARTIN ... , . 
··•·.-·,: ·•f(.),,'LM'l'lili:R K.HH.i, ~t the ~-~tel ait .~~out t8i J;i'.~Q ©lmAP,.ll''i1l 4v ].968,-.·. ··.··.- .:::\).:; 

_; · .. 

··_-:·,.ert.:c((';J~t 'f@t' '@llll® 0>«:.«::~rndi.@tm. · it'Jir:tm w~~ 'ii.in! -tlhve )3).ft~1rrro.O)@:m :¢)i'; Api'il:4·./: ·: di 
19689 jpl©ssibly ai.r·@Ufili~ ~ pi.m.; ~,hellli Mlt'S. WABln JJ.eft th@ m<a>~e-:t'to ·,• >:,i_';;\i 
go to 1a. ime!ffiI'b.Y la UllMll.]:'Y p ex~c t l@c.ai ti@illl JID{C)t :tree~ llecd p l»\\:i. t the· · : · > '.' : ,_. 
im:mme <0>f the Juam!rllcdl.iry beli~wedl to .be One'.~,Hou:a.· M$l1tti1mizing. The. · ,:· _.: •- .. 
·pul'p@se <0f h,er go.ii.irl\g to the l:.aiuimdry w~si 'ii;(!) pick ULJ!ll s@me cl@thes _ : .. -:.' 
t.hat were tne~e lreaidy foJ.t'.·«3lelive11:'y,'to Mtll"s. GEORCG!A D~v-:rr:s. When_··, .. -~-
Mrs·. WARD Jtetu.r>ne<dl !Jt'©J'JZL the l~UID.l~ry 1) she j())iJill<ad !ill gir'<Clup ·thra\ t ~--­
was gatlhl$1'.'e«ll in RO><»lll!!l 20JL @f the L@rr~.ine MoteL As sbe-rec:ai~ · ·.· . ...,,.. 
the iimdi vid.u~Ji.s in the 1r·oom were·· Dr ...... M.._4.BT~I.N- .JJ.~.t~TI-Jf,R-1t·~/~ jR. 9 
D RJI." nu ">r.~lr·'n"?.J/!.,'ll"•~v n 11-').Jn!Dt"llo• \7..-'l\lt•"'-"f':' "' ·. c·u&_.-]'~'o'l'l"I:'\' .nev • .-.M)ll;.Fn.;.1,rJ>i.:. ... .'@,"!1~.tl))9 lf'l.ev. e.tl!'i.\J•J,s,.i;iit~ .• ~J'lV.il~/\-~o ,:1.',tt@l!'.'lllli$.if ;;_..~~~:,si<'!,.,;.J>~ 

ES-KlH OGE; Rev..,.. E:E:'R:i'TAP.D l.t.<ER g B.~v. A oD ~ WH.J✓.1A}1S KING mri«ll lits:. 
\t?EOP.!H A Il,i+,Y 1f s , . . · 

--· '.· .. -. : . ~ 

File # L:S 44?941/t :: .,- .. 
----------,--- . '~ -:--~f .. ~_; 

·•·. 
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The l5!bove gl!"on.np rem:mined together eng~ging in just ··._:, . .': __ ~',l.''.: 

gen~ral conversation u~til approxim~tely 5~40 p.m. 9 April 4 9 - 0 
1968, - at -whiqlli! t'ims the group ·decided that they would go to · t 

'dinne1t' 9 and the iITTtdividuals lleft to go to their various l'OcQlms -f: 
to freshen up for 11.HJ'lllnlel". Mrs. WARD left Room 201 il!T! the [. 
company of Rev • .1LD. WILI.IAMS KING ~nd the two of the:m went ;. 
to Room 2Ql7. R(SV'. A o D. W1J'i2i.e.IAMS KING b..ad par takelill of some t 
alcoholic beve1eages during the afteX'imoon 2xuf had decided to f; 

j"'--· 

rest r~the:r than join the group for dilrnimer. Approxi:m;ro tely I f 
15 = 20 minutes ~fter ar.ll"i ving in Room 2c.n at which time Rev. ,.:, 

- 2L:O. l~JJ.!c1LIAMS KING ·wais sleepiirng~ Mrs:. WARD heard a shot. f: 
She im.maidia te ly opelllled the dloolt" to the roiQlm $1md! lcoikerd out and il 

-~ ~heard someorme yell th.at Dl'. MARTIN UJTHER KENG had just been . . . [ 
..,; shot. The mews stummedl Mrs. WARD a,10).d while she cm rmot 'be / ·_::. 

exactly celr'tw.!1.111 of !tueX' ~xact mcvemeHrnts immed.i:a tely thereaft~: 
as she rec.mlls u».p«»rm hearing the Jroews- she bwiefl.y 11."e=entenred · .. ·, _ ;_; f;, 
Room 207 a.Hmd then i:mmedli:Bl tely went out in to ·the co11u0 tyard of_ : . · _,-_ . .->./1t 
thie motel. There was mwch confU1te1:li.oiim ?alllldl polics were :bnmediSltely --/_<:', _- (, 
in the ah"ea. Mrs. WJUllJl'J cbse.ill"ve<dl llll«»thing which gtaive belt' mny . __ ·· --- · · [·,: 

,;,··.-.indic~ticrrn SJS tcQl the· p«»ssible ide1mt:U;y of tl'me imv~ividlual res~ .. - k:·· 
· ·-ponsible for· tlrue shcoting. Mrs. WARD reca].ls that sful~ <dlid not · --- i,-
, 2·\ilvise Rev. A .D·v WJrlLlJCAMS KING (!Jf' the s·hootillllg ~i"f· lhlis· 'b:t'ot~r- - _- _-_·- ~~: 
umitU. ii bout 20 milrllmtes: a.fte.ll" the i:ncidlewt oic~fi.lll'll.~ed.. Rav. -Kl!'NG 9 s ·· ·~- _,·,. ·} 
re:aicticl!il w2s one, of ext:iren:me gi~ie:r sirmd he ~ve iru@ iimdica_tioin that · J:' 
he had arny idle~ ~s t(C'>) the idermti ty (Q)f t!ble pers:c»n resp@!lllsible. · r,': 

. ~-" .. . . -_ • . . li 
·,, ·, ' As MX'S. WARD ,re~nalJLs ~- SCIMle(Q)JrnS & :sip:ecific icdeD!lti ty . . . t 

mot rmow lfecallled p thoiuglrut it best tlhl.tai t Mrs o WAR.DP Mw:s. DAYI£_ -----* 
and Rev. A aD. WILLIAMS KING not remain the :iremaiimdler~.tlie · . L 
night of. April -4 = 5~ 1968 p iait the Lorrtifirie -Motel. Acc!:Hl."tUllllgly p . - - L 
at ~bout lQJ p·. m. they left .the mot cl and went to the lttlcme of. a t: 
Rev .. WILLIAM KYl.:-ES whom Mrs. WARD believes is ~ minister in _ f-
Memphis • Rev. KYL.:8S: or someone suggested thai t Rev. A .. Do WILL IAMS ~--
KING remain at his lhlo111M.') that evening :Bind thtat Mws. WARD and Mrs ·'f· 
DAVIS obtain motel. ac.coimmo(datio:ms: :at ~ /tilearby ffcQlwarir.d .Johl!llson ~ s . r 
Motel. Mrs. DAVIS \~nd Mrs. WARD did go -to such [a\ motel and - t7 
Mrs.·WARD register'ed in the motel, -but just ais she did so HOSEA ,_[f 
WILLIAMS who was preserrrt rm t tmie time dectimed th~ t Ml"s. WARDg -- ~\ 
Mrs. DAVIS :aind Rev. A~D. WILLIAMS KING- shi:om.ld go back to the · i~: 

",: 

Lorraine Motel :?lftld spel!'lld the ,rest of tlhie ll1light. They did this,,~ f 
/ 

/ 
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Mrs. WARD and Rev. A ~D~ \n:U .. IAMS KING being in Room 201 and 
Mrs. DAVIS occupying Room 201. En route Mrs. WARD bad stopp~d 
at a drug store and purchased some sleeping pills which she 

· administered to-the Rev •. KING 2nd Mrs. DAVIS because cf their 
extremely excited condition. 

M~s. WARD.commented that she possesses ~c information 
which she °feels might assist in identifying the·iimdividual res ... 
ponsi'ble for.the shooting of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, _JR,. 

. ·'.;•--

. . : ' 

• 
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r C:UC:t<(AL ~UR EAU Uf INVESTIGATION -
l 

Date _A_P_~r_i_l_l_6_~_1_9_6_8 __ 

~firs. ,IASP'E:R D'. {LUCRE'.'l':!A E. jJ WARD 9 . a ls@ kmiowim ~~s 
Lukie W~rd 9 2540 Harmsidell 9 1..@uisville, Kermtucky~ telep,h!o)rnd«::~lly 
fiunished the fol.l@wing infOlr'rn.a tiorn: 

. s:-ince being interviewed ©n ApriJI. Jl.5p 1968,:, Mll:'S. WAP.,D 
recalls th.at itm :aid.di tion to le~ v:A.ng the l.r!:!)l'raillie Motel· illll the 
aftelI"lllOfl»l!l o:f Apl"il 4. 1968 ~ she h@d Jleft the ffll!)'tel Oiro. tltJ.iai t date 
!Oll!'!I one other occasion. 1itnis wa;is duriimg tlli!.e miorrning ~ believed 
to be ~:ir.oul!1ld l.l ~ -~. s when s:he took so::ne c)leiain:iiRD.g f'@lr ~lrs. 
(3EORGIA DAVIS to the neairby clie®imars., the One=Uouz' M:lf!!"tinizing. 
On this l!llccaisio.n ~ she Wi91S: &1'\C:C(Q)lmP~ITTiledl by the Rev. A .Do WlLlk!AMS 
K!Nta- l:MJ/©a~sei slhla .irecsilJl.rs; th~ t at$ she was taki.ng the cll.e2ni1mg 
into the cle!31.fllri:11Cs i Rev. KlUIT!G pulr."ch:ased some bieie.l' from Ii store 
located dii!llgollllally across the co1t'll1ler firom. the clG~rrt.ell"s o 

Mrs. WARlTIJ :ails()) taidl~isedl "thSilt E1ihe aindl Mrs. DAVIS amdl 
' Re V O A • D • w :n .. L IAMS KING p ;pl!" i.o~ to, t!b.-ie ill:' ~ l' lt' i va l i !l1I Mamprn is 0 

'r'eJlITdl1le~e;ae $l'ibiout mi.d!rl\ightp Ap.ll:"il 3 0 li.968~ hll~d b'.!?.iiillll w.m.ctait.iirudl.ng 
irm Pal!l13!irr.l&l City, F'l@l'idsi 9 at the Ti'<::ta:S1:'.illi:"es lslarrnd M:@rt;el. They (' 
had .d.il."iven to :tern.phis in Mrs. WAR!Ys :B1.wt<0>m@bile firom P'l@l'lda ~ Prior . 'V" 
to Jl.r3a~ing the F':ilOl9 i«m. ooteil 9 ME'S. WARD h'.ll\d l!llOtii'ied M7.ts. FRANCES . 1': 

HASTINGS. who 9 together with iREJl' husba1 ri.Ni ~ Ow>ili!:Si the motel~ th~ t Ir 
they were dep'6JIC'tilffig · but th:ai t £!lhe 9 M:irs. WARD., wou ltdl l°ie tuirn r · 
sho:irtJLy fr.(llll:' about a week~s stay. ·. Mr's. WARD i!1.l:aidlveirtie;mtly t@1Ld ·t.-
Mr-s. F..ASTINGS tba t :sihe !Smdl hex> comp¥i'\lli1 i@1fH~ we.n:·e g@iltllg t«» Bi.11:>ming= . (. 
b.:im. Mrs. WAR!J 1cecalls .tha t whe@ !:'!he :iim.d : he£ c«:l!mp:rulffiicrrua · were · [~:. i, .. , 
Rl.El$1.:r'ly fill@.l.fway to M~m.pil:ii:E that she I("emiemb((;l>Jr'e<cti that t ~he lhl£d . f;.' 
erTiJll!lle@usly tl!Jlld ~res. HASTINGS they welt'e going tc Rir.minghmm. 
She fuels: 'th$ll t she made .this mist1i!.ka :in th:lll t she h1l!@ (t!J®l'l:ll.er 
talked to the HASTINGS who had told her they· were ({)),iri,girn~lly 
from Birmingham~ Alaib2mt:ti. · · 

After Dt·. KING~s assassil!'M~tiOll1, 'M.lr'S. WARD changed' 
her plans 1a1bout a:pernding all'ily fun.•ther ti.me • il!U Fl©:irida. and at 
6!50 a.m. ~ Ap1ril 6~ JL968~ she flew f:irom _Memplmis 9 TennessH?iej 
to Panama City, F'lo:.t'id:ai, to get the west of heir clothes. She 
rented :a. 6ar at,. the a ix· port · la!Jmd d:rrove to the motel. • When she 
aX'rivedl at the mot.el, 5lme met Mrs. HASTINGS who ;t,nm1ediately 

\ 

On __ 4_-~_-1_6_-_6_8 __ at Louisville 2 Kentucky File# LS 4·4=941 
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advised Mrs. WARD that the motel was full and there was no 
·room for M~s. WARDo M~s. WARD felt this statement to be untrue 
as there appea:ried to be room. at 'the motel J) and she spoke .rather .. 1 · 

plainly to Mrs. HASTINGS abcut her feeling that Mrs. HASTINGS 
did not want ·her at the motel because she had been in the company' 
cf two Negroes 9· .Rev. KING and Mrs. DAVIS. Mr's. HASTINGS made . :' ·· . ·1:. i 
some ·c@nmM::lnt· al,ou~. ~lmey ~ th~_ HASTINGS~ l'Ult!l ~ :r·espectab>le mot~l 9 . -j ·. j 

·_Pond M1~s. WARD r-ep11ed _that it was. because the motel lhlad. that / · •· :J_ .. -~ -
reputation that she and her comp~~ions had o:t·igin2lly dec~J ·_:J · 

Mrs. WARD stated that it ~~peared to her that the . 
· motel owners D the HAST.IN~S 9 did IDl.(O)t cbject to hers~lf and Mrs." 

___ ·-··. DAVIS having occupied th.e tn<0>tel 9 but 9.pparemtly /Olbjected to·, . · 
~'.-~,:' 'the :preseimce in the mote 1 @f Rev O A. D. WIUDIAMS KING~ . 

): .I - - . 

Mrs. WARD stated toot ~t mi.o time did eitheh° o:t.-the . 
HASTINGS make ~ny type «»f specific thre2t t;o Mx•s. ·wARD,· again~f :~" · 

- Mrs~ WARD. or her com.pan ions 9 but it was clear to Mrs-~ WARD : ::,,·: .. · l.: ___ '.::' .. _'._:~_;,: -
· that. she w~s no -l(Q)nger w~ Jlcome at -:the . 'HASTINGS' m«»tel • . -•····· ·:_./-:),?. 

'' .',. Mrs. VIARD left. P.allll~m~ C.ity by pl~ne ·:mb<0>ut l::~O ,P>om~~-~L\.: · 
on April 6 p ].968 and flew _to Atl_:lllimta \) · Georgi~-~ wher~~eryras_ · . • h._ · :'; . 
met by Mrs. DAVIS. ----- -----'· ---· - -· _·f)J/ -

~·.·.. ,.t::_.~_ .. 
\ . ~ •' ' 

. ~ '·\ -
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) . 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVE$TIGATION 

1 
Date --'4=/...::l:;..;;7 ...... /...;;;6=8 ____ ~ 

WALTER LANE BAILEY, Owner, Lorraine Hotel-Motel, 
406 Mulberry Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, advised that~ check 
of his records reflected the following named persons a~ 
having been registered into his motel on either April 3 o~ 
A'pril 4, 1968 1 or both dates: 

1) GERALD HARRELL 
Room No. 10 
on April 3-4 9 1968 
address: 5427 Urguhart Avenue 

New Orleans, Louisiana 

2) . JAMES LEWIS 
Room No. 11 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 78 West Trigg Avenue 

Memphis, Tennessee . 

3) · Mo JACKSON 
Room No. 12 
on April 3, 1968 
no address given 

4) R. ROGERS 
Room No. 200 

·on April 3, 1968 
no address given 

5) WILLIE WILLIAM 
Room--No. 201 
on April 3, 1968 
address: 810 Parson Street 

Atlanta, Georgia 

6) R. B. COTTONREADER 
Room No. 202 
on April 3, 1968 
address: 408 Third Street 

Marks, Mississippi 
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7) TOBIE WYNN 
Room No. 204 

8) 

9) 

10) 

11) 

12) 

13) 

on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 3204 St. 

Columbus, Georgia 

BERNARD LEE 
Room Nop 206 (on April 3, 1968) 
Room No. 205 (on April 4, 1968) 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

TRACY WRIGHT 
Room No. 208 
on A~ril 3~4, 1968 
no address given 

ANDREW YOUNG 
Room No. 209 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

JOHN WILLIAM 
Room No. 210 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

WARREN LARDSON 
Room No. 211 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 1076 Walton Avenue 

Dayton, Ohio 

EUGENE COURTNEY 
Room No. 212 
on April 3-4, 1968 
no address given 

14) WILLIAM MALONEY 
Room No. 301 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 
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· 15} P. A. RANCE 

~ ---· 

Room No. 303 (on April 3, 1968) 
Room Noo 200 (on April 4, 1968) 
no address given 

16} JAMES ORANGE 
Room No. 304 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

17) JESSIE JACKSON 
Room No. 305 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 366 East 47th Street 

Chicago, Illinois 

18} MARTIN KING 
Room No. 306 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

· Atlanta, Georgia 

19} RALPH ABERNATHY 
Room No. 306 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

20} DOROTHY COTTON 
Room No. 307 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

21) JAMES LOVE 
Room No. 308 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 8231 Chancery Court 

Alexandria, Virginia 

22) JOSEPH LOUW 
Room No. 309 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 45 Tiemann Place 

New York, New York 
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23) 

24) 

25) 

26) 

27) 

28) 

CHARLES BALLARD 
Room No. 310 
on April 3-4~ 1968 
address: 506 Kansas Street 

Atlanta~ Georgia 

STERLING TUCKER 
Room No~ 311 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 626 Third Street, N.W. 

Reverend 
Room No. 
on April 
address: 

Washington, D. C. 

SAMUEL KYLES 
312 
3-4, 1968 

704 South Parkway East 
Memphis, Tennessee 

JEAN SMITH 
Room No. 314 
on April 3-4~ 1968 
no address given 

MABELLE HENDRICKS 
Room No. 315 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 767 Peachtree Street 

Atlanta, Georgia 

JAMES WELDON 
}loom No. 316 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 111 Hunter Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

29) , Ao D., KING 
Room No.s. 201 

30) 

on April 4, 1968 
address: Louisville, Kentucky 

OFFELIN RUTHERFORD 
Room No. 202 
on April 4, 1968 _ 
address-: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 
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31) Jo B. WILLIAMS 
Room No. 203 
on April 4, 1968 

. ·-· ----·---- --··----------

address: 2510 Jackson Avenue 
Forrest City, Arkansas 

32) HENRY ANTHONY 
Room No. 206 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

33) BERNARD LAFAYETTE 
Room No. 206 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

34) C. A. DAVIS 
Room 207 
on April 4, 1968 
address: Louisville, Kentucky 

35) L. B. WARD 
Room No. 207 
on April 4, 1968 
address: Louisville, Kentucky 

36) HERMAN SWEAT 
Room No. 214 
on April 4, 1968 
no.address given 

37) EARL CALDWELL 
Room No. 215 
on April 4, 1968 
no address given 

38) JOHN HALL 
· Room No. 1 

39) 

on April 4, 1968 
no address given 

S. MCCOLLOUGH 
Room No. 12 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 6618 South Woodlawn Avenue 

Chicago, Illinois · 
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40) 

41) 

42) 

43) 

44) 

45) · 

---- HILL (first name not given) 
Room No. 13 
on April 4, 1968 
no address given 

JIMER GUEMOOR 
Room No. 14 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 750 Pearl Street 

Grenada, Mississippi 

Reverend 
Room No. 
on April 
address: 

Reverend 
Room No. 
on April 
address: 

He VERNER 
202 
4, 1968 

5320 South Drexel Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

Wo BENNETT 
202 
4, 1968 

5320 South Drexel Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

GARY MASSONI 
Room No. 214 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 366 East 47th Street 

Chicago, Illinois 

JAMES BEVEL 
unknown room number 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 8407 South Ribash Avenue 

Chicago, Illinois 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date _A_p_r_i_· 1_2_6_,;.__1_9_6_8--.-~ 

Rewere~d SAMIUEJL 8 0 KYLIS, mi~i~ter of the 
Mo~u~ntal ~~pti$t Chu~ch 9 7ij4 &»~th P~rkway E~st, who 
resides ~t :2215 S©ut.b. Prmrkw~y Ea~t 9 M:®miphis, Tennessee, on 
interview ~dvised ~s f~llo~~~ 

Rewe~@Jr:n«'il KYLES9 wl'rl@ h.iai~ 1 iw~d ifill M€:l}mplmis for 
approxi~t@ly the p~st eight ye~~$, is o~ the Executive 
Board of the Memphi~, Te~~~~~®e, ~~nch of the N~tional 
Associ~tion for the Adv~~cem~t of Colored People (NAACP) 
~nd is ~1~0 a ~mber of the Southe~~ C!l:mristian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC), th~ ~~tio~al he~dqu~~ters of which is 
Atl:!'tnt~ 1 Georgi181., alnd the Pr~~id@mrt of which, up until 
April 49 1968, W(aisJ Dr .. MA.RTIN LU·ram Kl:NGj) JR .. 

Reverend KYLES ~d~is@d th~t ~ ~~nitation workers' 
strike b®ga~ in Memphis 1 Ten~@~~~®, F@bruary 12, 1968, and 
that shortly ~fter its ~t~rt ~ gro~p of N~gro ministers in 
Memphis, including hi•(:!Jlf 9 b~nded together to form a group 
which adopted the~~~ of C@mfllil.unity o~ the Move for Equality 
(COME), r~i~ing fu~d~ fo~ the ~~~~t®tio@ ~trike~s and 
assisting them in d~ily ~~che~ ~~d ot~er ~trike-support 
activity., H@ st~rted th~t a:Bi e~rly ~rs March 18, 1968, he, 
along with some of the oth~r OOd l@~d~rs, induced Dr~ MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR 09 to co~e to Memphis where, on the night of 
March 18, 1968, h~ gav~ ~~ i~~piri~g t~lk at M~son Temple 
to approximately 10,000 to 12 1 000 peopl@, ul"ging the Negro 
community of Memphis to u!!ll:U;® ooh.ind tfm@ fSJan it:ll),t ion workers., 

KYLES ta1nd so~ of the oth~r COMI lemder:s also 
i!!llduced Dro KING to retu~n to M~mphis on the morning of 
March 28 9 1968,, to le~d ~ •~~iv® drowrrrtown l!Jmrch in support 
o:f 'the sanitation wcork®r:s .. 

Consid~rabl~ b~@~ki~g of dow~town wi~dows and looting 
resulted during this -.r©~, ~~~~@~ult of which KYLES stated 
the sanit~tion strike ~®©®iwed ~~tio!!llwid® publicity, and 
Dr O KING :fAgre<ed to x,eturn to M®!!llph:l.5J 9 ~long with other SCLC staff 
members 9 in e~rly April, 1968, '(!;'1) co1rd:i!lll1.ta® support on behalf of 
th~ s~nit~tio!!ll workers 0 
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Reverend KYLES recalled that Dr. KING actually 
returned to Memphis on Wednesday mo~nirng, April 3, 1968, 
with several of his staff ass~ci~tes including the Vice 
President of SCLC, Reverena RALPH D. Amm.NATHY, and his 
administrative assist~nt BERNARD LEBo They all checked into 
the Lorraine Hotel and Motel, 406 Mulber~y Street, Memphis, 
and actually KYLES had rented x>ooms for some of the SCLC 
staff members under his n~me~ He pointed out that actually 
he was registered in Room 312 of the Lorr~ine Motel as of 
April 3, 1968, although he did not physically occupy this 
room and did not now recall the exact SCLC individual who 
occupied Room 312. He recalled th~t Dr. KING occupied 
Room 306, as did Reverend RALPH De ABERNATHY. 

He recalled that Dr~ KING and his staff remained 
in Memphis on the night of April 3, 1968, and also remained 
in Memphis on April 4, 1968. In addition, he pointed out 
that there had been widespread publicity in not only the 
Memphis news media, including the two daily white newspapers, 
but also on virtually all of the r~dio &nd television stations 
co~cerning the presence of Dro KING ~nd his staff in Memphi$ 
and of the fact that they were staying at the Lorraine Motel. 
He stated he could not re(Cta1ll the specific radio broadcast:5 · 
but there was- at least one broadcast, possibly more, wh·icfh 
even gave the room number, namely Room 306, in which Dr, KIN~ 
was staying in Memphis,. and that this information was readily·· 
avail~ble to anyone who tended to read the newspaper or took 
the time to listen to the radio news broadcasts.. In other · 
words, he said it was no secret as to where Dr. KING. was 
stayingf 

Reverend KYLES r,called that he personally went 
to the Lorraine Motel at approximately 3:30 p .. mo on April 4, 
1968,'and recalled that the Operatic~ Breadbasket band, 
a singing group of the SCLC, w~s rehe~rsing in one of the 
rooms in the motel, this group bei~g led by BEN BRANCH,a 
for~er music teacher of :Memphis, Tennessee~ KYLES joined 
this group and they all ~~ng various hymns and SCLC songs 
until approximately 5 p.m.. At this point, Reverend KYLES 
went to Room 306 of the Lorr~ine Motel to visit with 
Dr o MART IN LUTHER KING, JR,. , · and Reverend RALPH D 9 ABERNATHY. 
He pointed."out that he h81d earlier invited Dr~ KING and 
Reverend ABERNATHY to his home 2t 2215 South Parkway East for 
a g'soul dinner" on the evening of April 4, 1968, pointing out 
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that Dr o KING and. Reverend ABERNAfflY both s~:vored ''soul food, 0 

which would normally consist o·f neck boimes, chitterlings, 
turnip greens and black-eyed pe~sP and that his wife had 
consented to cook such a dinner for Dr. KING and his group. 
He pointed out that both KING and ABERNATHY h~d been reminded 
by him earlier that dinne~ was to be ~t approxi~tely 6 p.m. 

He recalled 'tlil~t during 'the &)P)P!i."(O}Xi~te period from 
5:30 p.,m., to 5:55 p.m.., April 4, 1968 9 th~t lDro KING,. 
R~verend ABERNATHY ~nd Reverend KYLES s~t ~nd t~lked in 
Room 306 as Dro KING and ABERNATHY dressed in preparation 
for the dinner appointment .. At a time estimated by KYLES 
as being 5 :55 p.,m., or thereai.bouts 1 Dr .. KING walked out ·of 
Room. 306 of the L~rr~ine Motel 9 the door of which faces · 
west and overlooks a swimming pool ~nd parking area onto 
Mulberry Street, which is a narrow no~th-south street in 
Memphis. Dr. KING 9s room, 306, was on the second floor and 
as one walks out of the room there is a balcony and walkway 
are~, the balcony having an iron rail approximately three · 
feet high to keep one from falling off t be balcony. · Dr .. KING, 
KYLES recalled, stood on the balcony ~nd was speaking witb 
various people standing i~ the p~rki~g area of the motel 
directly beneath himo .one of the per!Bons with whom Dr. KING 
was speaking was Reverend JESSE ·JACKSON 9 an SCLC staff member 
from Chicago, Illinoiso KYLES rec~ll@d leaw•ing Room 306 and 
going out and talking with Dr. KING, telling him not to 
bring too many people to his house or there would not be 
enough food to satisfy all of them. KYLES also recalled 
that SOLOMON JONES 9 a local Negro who works for one of the 
funeral ho.mes, had been Dr . .,fKING !stchat)::ff(!illt.n:· ·while in Memphis 
and that KING may have made some commemrt to JONES about getting 
the car ready for their trip to the KYLES residence. 

Reverend KYLES also rec~lled th~t at about this 
period of time Reverend ABERNATHY had applied shaving cream 
to his face preparing to take~ quick shave before departing 
to dinner and that KYLES and KING were st~nding side by 
side on the balcony and he also rec~lled that KING spoke 
to CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE who is an ~rttorimey for SCLC and who 
was in Memphis with the SCLC st~ff. 
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Others recalled by KYLES being on the ground 
level within viewing and list~ni@g dist~~ce of Dr. KING 
were Reverend JAMES L. BEVEL 9 also of the SCLC staff and 
who has recently been living i~ Chic~go 9 and several 
young Negroes, names not recalled, who had- been hanging 
around and support in.g the san it :art ion workers strike. 
He pointed out that he would put these folks in the 
category of gvhero worshipers~9 who liked to be around KING 
and other important person~ges. 

At this point, KYLlllS ~~timated the time as 
being approximately 6 ovclock p.m, 9 ~nd stated that he~ 
KYLES, started to walk north on th® balcony walkway toward 
the old Lorraine Hotel portion of the establishment for 
the purpose of getting his c~r, which was parked on the 
parking lot. He recalled looking down and saying something 
to CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE who w~s standing on the ground and 
estimated that he had walked approximately four door,.-lengths 
north of Room. -306 when he, KYLES 9 heard a loud but possibly 
muffled sound., At first he thought it w~s --~ noise from 
the immediate are~ possibly c~used by the backfiring of 
an automobile or possibly even a loud firecracker which 
had exploded in the immediate vicinity. 

He was next conscious of seeing Reverend JAMES L. 
BEVEL who had been standing on the ground north of Room 306 
running to the motel~ :are2 ostensibly for cover and recalled 
some unknown ind iv iduail yelling in ~ loud voice" i"l'hey've 
shot MARTIN 4 " At this point be turned around and looked 
back south toward the entr~nce of-Room 306 ~nd was next 
conscious of seeing Dr.,_ KlNG 9 s prone bodyo KING was resting 
on the balcony floor with his b~ck to the floor, his face 
facing upward, his feet partially protruding through the 
grill work of the ir(Q).n railway, a!lld his head headed in a south ... 
easterly direction toward the p~ss~geway just south of Room 
306. __ ,.. _--;,-·· 

KYLES continued that he took~ quick glance at 
KING'S prone body after reachi~g s~me ~nd s~w a gaping hole 
in what he recalled to be the ri_ght side of KING•s face 
in the area of his cheek bone 1$b~ protruding downward into 
his neck area.. He stated th_$!;_t,. he was inot familiar with 
guns or gun wounds but he su~~n-~ciously realized that the ... , . . 

_/·_ ;":·'!,,-, 
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noise which he had he&rd h~d ~~doubt@dly been that of a 
gunshot which had ·wooumided Dil" q KING. He pointed out that 
KING's eyes 2ppe~red to~ ope~ ~~d th~t he personally 
felt KING may st ill h~ve b<e@l!l $\live~ He was not conscious 
of anyone else near KING•s body at this time and pointed 
out that he went into a state of ah~ck and ran r~ther 
hysterically into Room 306 wh<ere.J:n~ ~;(ttempted to use a 
telephone for the purpose of c~lling an ambulance. In 
the meantime, ABERNATHY had ru~ out of Room 306 with 
shaving cream still on his f~ce in an effort to see what 
had happened to Dr~ KING- IGLES pointed ·out·that in his 
confusion he was unable to pick up the phone properly to 
ca.11 the motel switchboard to ~sk for ~n ambulance and 
recalled ABERNATHY running b~ck into the room and telling 
him to settle down and ga~n his composure &s everything 
would be all right, 

KYLES came back out of th~ room to the vicinity'.of 
KlNGvs body and was _next conscious of seeing several uniformed 
Memphis Police officers runimiroig oim foot toward the vicinity of 
KING'S body and recalled some of them yellingP nwhat happened?" 
He stated that he r®c~lled yelling ~t some of the po_lice , 
officers to call a~ ambulanc~o He was next conscious of· 
Reverend ABERNATHY lea~mg ove~ KING 9 S prone body attempting 
to talk with KING or to get some response from him and could 
recall hearing ABERNATHY ·say, qvMARTIN, can you hear me?" 

Reverend KYLES recalled running into Room 306 and 
grabbing up a bedspre~d off one of the beds which he brought 
out to use to cover KING'S bodyo He rec~lled that a white 
male employee of the United States Justice Department, name 
not recalledq who had been st&ying ~t the motel brought a towel 
which someone held over the large gaping wound on the right 
side of KING'S face. 

Within a few moments~~ ~mbulance arrived to take, 
KING's body to a hoopit~l and he recalled that a JOSEPH 
LOUW~ an African who is 2 photogr~ph~r and who was staying 
~t the motel,. took some pictureiSl in the immediate vicinity 
and that many_ of the people wbo by this t im.e had coine to the 
b~lcony seemed to point t-oward the west side of Mulberry 
where there ·is a thicket of bushes ~nd empty land bordered 
further on the west by the b~ck side of some old two-story 
brick buildings which f~ce on'Mailo Street and indicated in 
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the 1r:, pointing and comments that the shot probably came 
1-, from that general direction.. In other words, the shot 
· ca~ from the west toward the emst .. , 

\, 

Thereafter, &ccordi~g to Reverend KYLBSp an 
ambul:all'll.ce crew took D.r ~ KING 'is body to the St O Joseph 
Hospital. 

Rewer@nd. ~S lo@k@d @:t ~ $!1@l!."i@s of photogr~phs 
which appeared ill} etafe M~gai,zimie, ue i.ssue CO>f .April 12,, 1968, 
some of which were taken immedi~tely ~fte~ the shooting of 
Dr. KING and prior to the arriv~l of the ~mbulance and~which 
depict Dro KING's prone body lying face up on the concrete 
walkway on the second floor balcony of the Lorraine Motel 
and taken by Photagr2phe:r JOSBPH LOUW., He stated that t~~ 
only people that he could· identify by rm~me in the early · 
photographs prior to the arrival of the ambulanc~ were 
Reverend ANDREW YOUNG of the SCLC staff and som~ local 
unidentified Negroes who were app~ren.t ly assisting in..,,an 
effort to render immediate first aid to Dr 0 KING., .R~verend 
KYLES pointed out that these photographs must h~~,~oe~n_..,taken 
almost immediateiy following the shooting of Dr. ·x~o·-~:bec.t3auJ.:i_e 
they do not show the bedspre2d over KING' s body., · .5: -:+, ( •· ·•\f 

He stated that very few people ~ctually were 
cognizant of the fact that Dr. KING w~s to be a dinner guest 
at' his home on the evening of April 4, 1968; that among the 
guests who had been invited to his recollection were Dr., KING, 
his brother, Reverend A., D,. WILLIAMS KING 9 and two of the 
latter's companions 9 Mrs. LUKIE WMD and MJr>s. GEORGIA M0 DAVIS, 
both of Louisville 9 Kentucky; and that Reverend ABERNATHY 
was to have been there 9 as was CHAUNCEY ·1sm100:m.. He stated 
that Reverend ANDUW YOUNG and HOSEA WILLIAMSP both of the 
SCLC staff 9 were also to be his dinner guests on tha.t 
evening. 

He stated that to his re~ollection there had been 
no publicity concerni~g t~e fact that KING and his sma~l · 
party were to be his di111ID1er guest~ alllld that it appe~red to 
be a mere coincidence that Dr,. KING walked out in front of 
the doorway of Room 306 and stood there some four to five, 
minutes prior to the ti~ that he w~s shot.. · 

l 

l 
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Reverend KYLES st~ted that he h~d searched his 
memory during the interven·iing time subsequent to Dr. KING' s 
being shot and that ~t ~o time could he recall seeing 
anyone to the west or northwest from which direction he 

· is now convinced the shot came. He s~w ~o one_ looking out 
any of the windows i,ua the buildings f~cing Main_ Street, 
the rear entrances of which ~ould b~ve f~ced the Motel; 
~nd he saw no one on the grou~~ b®l@w. 

He st~ted that he talk~d with CHAUNC~Y ESKRIDGE 
shortly after the shooting 1fll.nd th~t -ESKRIDGE who w~s on the. 
ground level in . the parking fa\r<e3l. in front of the r Mote 1 
stated that after the shot he, ESKRIOOE, had run west 
from the Motel to the middle of Mulberry Street but that 
he did not see anyone with any f i:l'earm either on the ground 
or in any of the buildingso Reverend KY.LIS recalled that 
&>LOMON JONES has been repoit>ted to have stated that he saw 
someone possibly with a white he~dpiece in the ground are~ 
just west of the west side of Mulberry Street behind the 
bushes and possibly saw someone d~op something in that 
area. 

Reverend KYLES stated that in f~irness to JONES, 
JONES could not have seen the ground ~rea which he had 
origin~lly described because of the fact that there is a 
brick retaining wall which surrounds the swimming pool and 
that JONES would have been behi~d this wall when KING was 
shot and could not have seen behind the bushes on the 
west side of Mulberry Street as this w~ll is about eight feet 
tall. 

Reverend KYLES concluded that none of .his 
acquaintances in the SCLC or other ~cquaintances in Memphis 
who have been close to the Negro movement can recall anything 
concerning any suspicious movements in the vicinity of-the 
Lorraine Motel im.m.ediately preceding or during: the time that 
Dr. KING was shot. · 
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On April 18, l '968 ~ 'CHARLES BALLARD, 830 Kansas 
Street, Memphis, Tennessee 9 personally contacted the 
Memphis, Tennessee, ·Fax Offi©e and advised SA HOWELL s. 
LOWE and SA WILLIAM H.:, LAWRENGE that he registered into 
room 310 of the LorraiDe Motel on the afternoon of March 
30, 1968, and rema"illroo· -r~gistered at this motel until 
April 4, 1968. He depaited' ~~@m this m@tel 'just prior 
to 6 P.M. the eve~ing of April 4, 1968. 

BALLARD advised he was l!ll(Q)t at :the motel at the 
time Dro MARTIN LUTHER KING was shot and advised he has 
no knowledge regarding who may· have shot Dr. KING. He 
stated that during the period he resided; ·a't the motel, no 
one inquired of him of a!)}y infomati~n regarding Dr. KING, 
and he noticed no one i~ particular expressing any unusual 
interest in the looatio~ of Dr. KING 9 s roo~ at the motel. 

r,:.., • , ~ ., , , .•· 

. BALLABD state[ that whe~ he departed the motel 
at approximately 5:45 PoM .. , A~ril 4, 1968t there were several 
persons walking around iim front of the motel. He stated .;· · 
he paid no parti~ular atte~tion to these persons and is 
unable to recall a~yo~e i~ this group whom he knows. 
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