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steady job was at the White Fine Golf Course, Bensonville,
Illinois, a suburb of Chicago where he worked for approxi-
mately four years. He also worked briefly at the Greyhound
- Bus Depot, Chicago. He said that he returned to St. Louis
approximately one year ago and has had various part-time
jobs one of which was as a bartender at the Arena Bowl for
several weeks, and another as a bartender at 901 N. Kings-
highway Boulevard. '

He has been workisg at the Grape Vine Tavern since
it opened in December, 1967. He claimed that his sister,
CAROL PEPPER was the owner of the tavern, but admitted that
he himself had $1,800 invested in the business.

The interview was terminated when other patrons
entered the establishment and RAY had to attend bar. He
indicated that the barmaid he usually has working during
the day became ill and went to a heospital for treatment.

The provisions of the harboring statute were

re-iterated to RAY but he insisted that he did not know
the whereabouts of his brother JAMES EARL RAY.
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Date _ApPril 29, 1968

Mrs. ALBERTﬂ?. (CAROL) PEPPER, age 27, of 2025 Bellevue,
advised interviewing Agents that she had been married to ALBERT S.
PEPPER for approximately six years. She stated she had not seen
JAMES EARL RAY since some time prior to her marriage and that
her husband had never met her brother JAMES EARL RAY.

With reference to her brothers JOHN "JACK' RAY and
JERRY RAY she stated she had not seen either of these individuals
since they were visiting in St. Louis around Christmas, 1967.
She advised JERRY RAY resides in the vicinity of Chicago, Illinois,
and it is her understanding that JACK RAY is residing there also.

When questioned concermning her father she stated that
her father, JERRY RAY, age about 59 years, is presently residing
on a farm he owns which is located in the vicinity of Hannibal,
Missouri. She denied knowing the exact location of this farm
stating she had never visited it. However, she had visited in
the general area near Hannibal some months ago at the time her
father was looking for a farm to purchase in that area. Accord-
ing to Mrs. PEPPER she is normally in contact with her father
approximately once a week at which time he calls her by tele-
phone; usually on Saturday morning. She denied having ever
made a telephone call to her father, JERRY RAY, stating that
she did not know his telephone number. When questioned specif-
ically in this respect she stated she had not misplaced his
number but had never been in possession of uis telephone number.
She advised that her father was retired, and that his only
source of income was what he received from Social Security.

With respect to other members of the family Mrs. PEPPER
furnished the following informatiomn:

SUSIE RAY, age 20, was raised by some unknown well-to-
do family residing in the vicinity of Quincy, Illinois. Within
the past several months SUSIE was married to some uknown band
leader who works out of the wvicinity of the Quincy, Illinois, area.
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A sister, MELBA RAY, age 30 and single, resides some-
where in Quincy, Illinois, and has on occasion been confined
in a hospital due to a mentally retarded condition. She vol-
unteered the information that the last time she heard from
MELBA was at Christmas last year at which time she was in
jail in Quincy, Illinois.

According to Mrs. PEPPER another brother, FRANKLIN
"BUZZY" RAY was killed in an automobile accident which occurred
approximately four years ago on a bridge west of Quincy, Illinois.
She stated when she last saw JAMES EARL RAY he was with this
brother "BUZZY'" in St. Louis approximately two or three years
prior to the death of "BUZZY" RAY.

With respect to her mother LUCILLE RYAN, Mrs. PEPPER
advised that she had died in the City Hospital at St. Louis
approximately seven years ago of complications resulting from
sclerosis of the liver and heart trouble.

Mrs. PEPPER emphatically denied having any knowledge
or information whatever concerning the whereabouts of her
brother, JAMES EARL RAY. She was specifically advised of the
provisions of the harboring statute during the course of the
interview.
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Date _May 2, 1968

ALBERT B, PEPPER was interviewed at his place of employ=-
ment, the New Market Hardware, 4064 Laclede. PEPPER stated he had
never seen subject RAY inasmuch as RAY was serving time in the
Missouri State Penitentiary at the time he married CAROL RAY,
subject's sister. He denied having any information whatsoever
concerning the present whereabouts of subject or having been
contacted either directly or indirectly by subject since his
escape from the Missouri State Penitentiary at Jefferson City,
Missouri,

With respect to subject's brother, JERRY RAY, presently
residing in Chicago, Illinois, he stated he had not seen JERRY
in a couple of months, When questioned conceming the subject's
brother, JACK RAY, he stated he had not seen him in approximately
one month. He further stated he did not mix with his wife's relatives
and her contact with them was her own business.

When questioned specifically concerning any communication
from the Missouri State Penitentiary addressed to the Albert J,.
Pepper Stationery Company, 712a Shenandoah, St. Louis, Missouri,
PEPPER stated he and his family formerly resided at that address
but he was not aware of any mail addressed to such a stationery
company, In discussing this matter, he admitted that his wife
might have received such a communication but denied having any
information concerning this. He mentioned the possibility that
if such a letter had been sent it very well could have been stolen
from the mailbox and never received as they have had in the past
checks stolen from the mailbox,

PEPPER was asked if he would discuss this matter with his
wife CAROL and endeavor to determine whether or not she had ever
received any mail or any money mailed to her addressed to the Albert
J. Pepper Stationery Company, 712a Shenandoah, and he agreed to do
so, During the entire course of the interview, PEPPER appeared
friendly, but obviously volunteered no information whatsoever.

It was pointed out to PEPPER that this matter would
undoubtedly be discussed with him again at some future date and
he was apparently agreeable to this suggestion,
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Date _April 23, 1968

WALTER L. BROOKS, Manager, Congress Airport Inn,
3433 North Lindbergh Boulevard, advised as follows.

At 5:08 PM on April 18, 1968, a male guest registered
at the motel under the name of "JAMES RAY, Allstate Ins. Co.,
Columbia, I11.'" in a 1967 Plymouth bearing license JE or SE40861.
The guest executed a Guest Registration card for either IVA TRACER
or SHERYL CARRIGER, clerks on duty at the time.

BROOKS saw this individual, who was assigned to Room
#114 at the motel, during the early evening hours of April 18,
1967, when he was in the lobby of the motel. BROOKS did not
engage the man in conversation but merely observed him in the
lobby and noticed that the man was driving a 1967 green Plymouth,
four-door sedan, since BROOKS, upon first observing the car,
had believed that a friend of his who drives a similar type car
was visiting BROOKS at the motel., BROOKS described the man as
a white male, age in late thir ties, 5' 10", 160 - 170 pounds,
slender build, dark hair, wearing an unrecalled sport shirt,
a light sport coat, possibly blue checked, dark trousers, with
no tie and no hat.

Upon arriving at the motel at about 10:30 AM on
April 19, 1968, BROOKS noted that the 1967 green Plymouth was
still parked in front of Room #114, however, at about noon on
April 19, 1968, BROOKS noted that the car was gone from that
location and it has since been learned that the man who
occupied Room #114 on the night of April 18, 1968, left the
motel without checking out shortly before 12 Noon on April 19,
1968. Upon registering the man had paid $9.79 in cash, in
advance, for the room fee and tax. This transaction is
identified as transaction #8018 on the cash machine tape for the
motel for April 18, 1968.

Once a guest completes the Guest Registration card,
the clerk at the motel then executes a ledger card from the
information on the Guest Registration card.

A review of the records of the motel reflected that
on April 18, 1968, two local telephone calls were made from
Room #114, however, the motel does not record the numbers
called since the guest may dial directly from his room.
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Night auditor at the motel, HARVEY MINK, on the
morning of April 20, 1968, called BROOKS' attention to the close
resemblance between the above-styled motel guest of April 18-19,
1968, and JAMES EARL RAY, whose photograph appeared in the
"St. Louis Globe~Democrat" of April 19-20, 1968.

BROOKS reviewed photographs of JAMES EARL RAY, FBI
Number 405 492 G, and stated, from his brief contact with
guest JAMES RAY on the evening of April 18, 1968, he believed
that these were one and the same person.

BROOKS advised that Room #114 was subsequently
thoroughly cleaned shortly after noon on April 19, 1968, and
has been subsequently rented to another guest,

BROOKS furnished the original Guest Registration

card #5737 for JAMES RAY, described above, dated April 18, 1968,
for in.estigative use,
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Date _ May 9, 1968

JERRY RAY telephonically advised Special Agent
HAROLD R, DOBSON he had just called his Chicago employer
and had learned no reporters had been seen in the vicinity
of his employment on the previous day. This employer had
indicated that he was welcome to return if he so desired.

He expressed the belief it would be desirable
to remain in the St. Louis area for one additional day ,
and that if a check with his employer showed his employment
area free of reporters on May 8, 1968, he contemplated
returning to Chicago on that date,

It was intention to stay with his brother, JOHN,
that night.

He stated that at the time of making contact with
Special Agent DOBSON he was en route to his sister's, CAROL
PEPPER, residence to spend the afternoon with her and that
he would later advise Special Agent DOBSON of the results
of his conversations with her,

He stated he had never lived at Lancaster, Missouri,
and had never used that city as a mailing address.
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He indicated his intention of personally contacting
his sister, CAROL PEPPER, on the afternoon of May 7, 1968,

He was convinced from his conversations with his
father, his brother - JOHN RAY and his telephonic contact
with his sister, CAROL PEPPER, that none of them had any
information as to the whereabouts of the subject.
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Date May 10, 1968

JERRY RAY telephonically contacted Special Agent SPURGEON J,
PETERSON at 1:45 PM on May 8, 1968, He stated he had decided not to
return to Chicago until approximately 2:00 PM on May 9, 1968, He
indicated he would be required to go to work at the club where he is
employed by 9:00 PM on that date. He stated further that he would
be living at a new address in Chicago as the club had obtained new
living quarters for him, He was not aware of the address at that
time but would determine same on his arrival in Chicago.

He stated he contemplated spending the afternoon and part
of the evening at the residence of his sister, CAROL PEPPER, and
that he planned on having his evening meal there,

He stated he would call Special Agent HAROLD R, DOBSON
following his visit with the PEPPERS and that he would contact
Special Agent DOBSON between 10:00 AM and 1:00 PM prior to his
departure on May 9, 1968,
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Dqt. 5/3 /68

During the course of a check of a 1960 white over light
green Desoto bearing Illinois license KX5-820 observed at Illinois
and Arsenal Street the following was noted:

7:50 a.,m, auto observed parked facing north on the éast
side of Illinois Avenue approximately three car lengths south of
Arsenal Street.

9:59 a.,m, JOHN LARRY RAY and JERRY RAY were observed
arriving at the intersection of Illinois Avenue and Arsenal Streets
in a white over light blue Thunderbird automobile bearing Missouri
license AE2-558, After parking this automobile they entered the
Grape Vine Tavern, 1982 Arsenal Street,

10:35 a,m, Schlitz beer truck making delivery at Grape
Vine Tavern.

10:46 a.,m, JERRY RAY observed approaching the Desoto
automobile, ’

10:47 a.m. checked left front tire with a tool taken
from the trunk of automobile.

10:49 a.m, entered car and drove north on Illinois, west
on Arsenal and north on Jefferson Street,

10:54 a.m, was observed proceeding east on Gravois to
Mc Nair, .

10:55 a,m, he entered Interstate 55 proceeding north from
Gravois and at 10:58 a.m, entered the ramp of the Poplar Street
Bridge heading east, -

10:59 a.m, he crossed over the Illinois State Line marker
in center of Poplar Street Bridge.

11:04 a.m, he was observed to go on Highway 66 toward
Chicago, Illinois, at Madison County Line, Route 11} in Illinois,
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Date May 10, 1968

JOHN LARRY RAY was contacted at his residence,
1902A Cherokee Street, St. Louis, Missouri,

He advised that his brother, JERRY RAY, arrived
in St. Louis last night from Chicago driving his own car
and getting to the Grapevine Tavern about 9:30 p.m.

After remaining at the tavern for a short period
of time he left indicating he was tired and was going to
go to a hotel (name not mentioned) and would meet tomorrow
about noon at the Grapevine Tavern with JOHN.

JOHN RAY stated that JERRY indicated he wanted
to get away from Chicago for awhile because of harassment
from newspaper reporters and did not know how long he intended
to stay in St. Louis. JOHN RAY pointed out that there was
no statement made by JERRY that would lead him to believe
that JERRY had any knowledge of the whereabouts of JAMES EARL

RAY,
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With regard to his brother, JOHN RAY stated that
JAMES EARL RAY appeared to be a normal person as far as
he recalls until he returned from the Army in Germany when
on contact subsequent to this return he gathered the opinion
that JAMES EARL RAY became a narcotics user while in the
Army or else had some other cause to act crazy on occasion.

JOHN RAY further pointed out that it was his belief
that if his brother, JAMES EARL RAY, killed Dr. KING he was
either crazy at the time or was paid for this act of violence.
He conjectured that if it was a crazy act or amn act while he
was mentally unstable he felt that JAMES EARL RAY would never
then contact any member of the family. Further, if this killing
were for money he would not contact any of the family because
he would not need any help financially. He indicated that it
was his opiniomn that if he were paid by any person or group
for this assassination that they in turn would kill his brother
to seal his lips forever and prevent any connection between
the individuals responsible for the contract and the assassin-
ation of KING,

JOHN RAY stated that he knew of mno close friends of
his brother, that his brother was a loner, and any friends he
would make would be short term acquaintances.

JOHN RAY again emphatically denied amy knowledge of,
direct or indirect contact with his brother, JAMES EARL RAY,
since his escape from the Missouri State Penitentiary. He
reiterated that in the event he should garmer any knowledge
concerning his brother’s whereabcuts he would immediately
contact the Federal Bureau of Investigation inasmuch as he
was well aware of the provisions of the harboring statute
and does not want (himself) to returmn to prison over something
that he could avoid.

JOHN RAY stated that he has not been contacted by
anybody regarding momey in conmnection with paying or collecting
any amounts owed by or to his brother while his brother was an
inmate in the Missouri State Penitemntiary. Further, that he
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never furnished any money to an attormey, in fact did not
even know the name of any attorney that might have been
in previous contact with his brother, JAMES EARL RAY. He
noted, however, that he vaguely recalls his brother mention-
ing during one visit to the penitentiary that he had an
attorney either in Columbia, Missouri, or Jefferson City,
Missouri, however, he was very unspecific regarding this
and it may have been that he just wrote to one of those
from the prison in an effort to get some brief set forth,
and there would be a record of this communication imn the
Missouri State Penitentiary correspondence records.

With regard to correspondence JOHN RAY stated
that he does not recall receiving many letters but may have
received one or two letters from JAMES while one or the other
of them was a prisoner, but believes that JERRY RAY may have
corresponded more frequently with him,
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Uncle WILLIAM MAHER
1118 East Seventh Street
Alton, Illinois.

It is noted that RAY was initially uncooperative and
said, "What's all the excitement about? He only killed a nigger.
if he had killed a white man you wouldn't be here. King should
have been killed ten years ago."

Special Agent JUNG informed JOHN RAY of the provisions
of the Harboring Statute and cautioned him concerning withholding
information concerning a Federal fugitive.
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The other deposit of size noted above, November 6,
1967, in the amount of $460.35, is supported by deposit
tickets reflecting $100.00 in cash and checks in the amount
of $125.00, $87.07, $93.95, $6.67, $43.40, and $4.26.

Since January 1, 1968, the only checks written
on this checking account were six in January, one in February,
and two in March. Checks drawn on the account in April 1968,
(six in all) consisted of the following:

April 12, 1968, in the amount of $2.50 payable
to R. J, DEVEREUX;

April 16, 1968, $5.46 payable to Sealtest;

April 16, 1968, $3.00 payable to Cardinal Glennon
Hospital;

April 14, 1968, $6.50 (this check could not be
located to determine payee);

April 14, 1968, $13.88 to Katz Drugs and
March 29, 1968, $105.20 to Manufacturers Bank.

An official of Manufacturers Bank stated that the
$105.20 check dated March 29, 1968, payable to Manufacturers
Bank is for a payment on the PEPPER residence they are purchasing.

One of the large withdrawals from this checking
account listed above was a $500,.00 check on August 23, 1967.
This was the date of posting and the check was actually drawn
on August 18, 1967. It was payable to Mercantile Trust Company
and contained a stamp indicating it had been processed by the
Real Estate Department.

With respect to the check in the amount of $1900.00
noted above, which was posted on September 14, 1967, this check
was dated September 9, 1967, and payable to JERRY RAYNS and
contains a . ~tation "purchase of 42 acres". Itwas endorsed
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as of April 1, 1968, is $6080.77. This property is recorded
in Book 1052, Page 167, Daily number 132, St. Louis County
Court House. It is a first deed of trust. Seller to the
PEPPERS was Mercantile Trust Company, Real Estate Department.
Closing on this property was September 6, 1967, with a payment
in the amount of $3656.98.

The application for this loan was dated August 14,
1967, and signed by ALBERT PEPPER. The application reflects
that this is a five room house, the total selling price being
$10,500. At the time of the application ALBERT PEPPER resided
at 712A Shenandoah and was employed by Ace Construction Company -
New Market Hardware at $100.00 per week plus overtime. His
wife was employed by "Arch. Dietries" (Project Headstart) at
$50.00 a week. On the application no liabilities were listed
and assets were a $5000.00 life insurance policy on the life
of ALBERT PEPPER with his wife beneficiary; cash in a savings
account of $7256.43; a 1963 Plymouth valued at $800.00; and
furniture valued at $800.77 or total assets of $8856.43.

Two checking accounts were located in the nams of
JOHN RAY both of which were closed as of April 30, 196! .

The Jliy:} account was opened November 3, 1966, with
a doposit of $339,12. At the time the account was opened
JOHN RAY listed his address as 1812 Lafayette. This was changed
to 772A Shenandoah and there was also a notation of an address
at 1822 North 21st Street.

Three depdsits were made after the account was
opened ranging in amount from $48.00 to $68.18.

Eleven checks were drawn on this account ranging

‘in amount from $5.88 to $152.00. Reference shown at the time

the account was opened was JERRY RAYNS. This account was
closed on July 18, 1967.

/ JOHN RAY had a second checking account opened
August 30, 1967, with a deposit of $1300.00. He gave his
address as 1807 South 11lth Street. There was the initial deposit

only. Fifteen checks were drawn on this account ranging from
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$5.04 to $550.00. The $550.00 check was posted on February 2,
1968. The next largest check drawn on the account was posted
January 26, 1968, in the amount of $126.85. At the time

the account was opened RAY stated he was unemployed. There
was no activity in the account from February 9, 1968, until
it was closed April 8, 1968, with a check in the amount of
$5.04.

The Manufacturers Bank also contains a closed
checking account in the name of JERRY RAYNS, 1434 Menard
Street, which was opened May 11, 1964, and closed May 29,
1967. At the time the account was opened JERRY RAYNS indicated
he was self-employed at a second hand store. From January 5,
1966, until January 16, 1967, 10 deposits were made ranging
in amounts from $46.40 to $500.00, T»=~ largest balance was
on October 17, 1966, amounting to $1076.28, The largest
check drawn on the account was $500,00 on November 25, 1966.
After January 16, 1967, there was only one transaction, check
number 344, which closed the account.

Records of the Manufacturers Bank also reflect a
closed savings account in the name of J : S or CAROL
PEPPER (daugkis ) savings account nunbefw This account
was opened September 7, 1965, with a depos of $300.00,

At that time JERRY RAYNS listed his address as 1819 Park

Avenue., He stated he was born L in California
and is retired. No address w2s ste or ] PEPPER, who was
said to be a housewife born in Missouri. On
October 6, 1965, there was a depos (0] .00 and on August 30,

1966, a deposit of $200.00. This account was closed on
September 5, 1967, with a withdrawal of $513.29.

In the event these records are needed, a subpoena
duces tecum should be directed to Mr. HARLEY E, SCHWERING,
Senior Vice President, Manufacturers Bank and Trust Company,
1731 South Broadway, St. Louis, Missouri.
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in DAILEY's business place numerous times and CONWAY later
administered to him a severe physical beating in December,
1965, which resulted in DAILEY receiving a fractured jaw.
DAILEY stated all of this is a matter of record with the
St. Louis Police Department.

DAILEY in February, 1966, retaliated by shooting
CONWAY a number of times which shooting permanently paralyzed
CONWAY in his lower limbs.

DAILEY emphasized he has never owned, leased, or
operated any farm in southeast Missouri, or any other place,
and further has never or at the present time have access to
a farm through any other source.

DAILEY stated his wife and two children are currently
engaged in operating his cafe at Portageville.

DAILEY stated he canmot imagine any situation in
which RAY would contact him, but in the event any such contact
is made or he develops any information concerning him he would
immediately contact the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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Tattoos

Admitted convic-
tions

Military service

Rdatives

Education

Religion

Butterfly and snake on left
outer forearm;

"Bayou Kid" and alligator riding
a pig on right outer forearm

1949, sentenced to five years
Louisiana State Penitentiary,
burglary, served three years.
and five months;

1956 to 1957, U. S. Penitentiary,
Leavenworth, Kansas, imper-
sonating a Federal Agent;

February 11, 1959, sentenced
to 20 years Missouri State
Penitentiary, Jefferson City,
Missouri, armed robbery;

Served at Missouri State Peni-
tentiary February 13, 1960,
to December, 1964; December,
1964, to December, 1966, at
Moberly, Missouri; December,
1966, to March 21, 1967, honor
camp at Fordland, Missouri,
parole officer - Mr. HICKMAN,
1500 Big Bend, Richmond Heights

U. S. Army, 1952 to 1959, Serial
Number RA 18 426 869

Brother, ANTHONY VELANTI, age
45, unknown address, New Orleans,
Louisiana. Advises he has
numerous brothers and sisters
who are unknown to him due
to the fact that he was reared
by foster parents;

Foster father, ROBERT DUTTON
JACKSON, Deltaville, Virginia,
deceased:

Foster mother, LAURA JACKSON,
nee DANIEL, Deltaville, Virginia

Public schools at Deltaville,
Virginia

Catholic.
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While at the Missouri State Penitentiary he never
heard of money being offered for the death of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER
KING or anyone else. He advised that it was common knowledge
that anyone could "pick up a few bucks by killing guys like
that." He suggested that organizations such as the Ku Klux
Klan or other southern organizations commonly referred to
as the Klan resisting the present integration movement might
pay for the death of KING or other Negro leaders.

VELANTI recalls that ORVILLE GANN, also known as
PAPPY, whopmesently resides at the Dismas House, St. Louis,
Missouri, lived in F&G Hall at the Missouri State Penitentiary
with RAY. VELANTI believes that he has seen GANN speaking
with RAY at the penitentiary. VELANTI has not seen GANN since
he was released but has heard that GANN was released from
the penitentiary approximately one month ago. He recalls
JOHNNY JOHNSON, FRANK MAYBERRY, KENNY HURT, and NONEY EDEN
as fellow inmates at the Missouri State Penitentiary. He
believes - the true name of NONEY EDEN to be JAMES EDEN.
He explained that EDEN is tongue-tied and was nicknamed NONEY
for his inability to pronounce bolcgna. He is unaware of
EDEN's present whereabouts.

VELANTI advised that the name COOLEY (phonetic)
and Cooley's Organization have no meaning to him. He advised
that COOLEY may apply to a Negro inmate at the Missouri State
Penitentiary whose true identity is unknown to him.

The following description and background informa-
tion was obtained through observation and interview:

Name JOHN PAUL VELANTI
Address 1632 South 18th Street, St.
Louis, Missouri
Employment Announcer at WMRY, FM, 9500
West Route 460, Belleville,
Illinois :
Date of birth | |
Place of birth Portsmouth, Virginia
Height 5'9"
Weight 180
Hair Black, slightly receding
Eyes Brown
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Date May 8, 1968

‘ JAMES EDWARD "TED™ RICHARDSON, Missouri State Penitentiary
(MSP) #49632, was interviewed at his place of employment, the Jefferson
Cleaning Shop, 1650 South Jefferson, His residence is in the rear of
t. RICHARDSON furnished imformation that he was born
at Chillicothe, Missouri, and entered the MSP on a
murder charge from Trenton, Missouri, im May, 1935. He was sentenced
to “death row”" at that time but his death sentence was later commuted.
He was released from MSP on March 30, 1965, and has resided in the
St. Louis area since that time, ‘

He described RAY as one of the "nuts™ or "cowboys™ who
according to RICHARDSON were small time hoodlums who would be
involved in most any type or petty thievery or gamgst@rism going
on inside the institution.

RICHARDSON stated he knew subject RAY only casually since
he worked more than 20 years im the hospital in the institution
under Doctor HUGH W. MANLEY. RICHARDSON stated he read some publicity
concerning RAY escaping shatly after it occurred but had heard nothing
indicating that subject RAY had been in St. Louis or made any contacts
'in the St. Louis area since that time.

He described RAY as one of the inmates who used marcotics
or medicine of any king whenever obtaimable, He stated that his
most frequent encounter with RAY was upon the occasions of RAY's
reporting to the hospital for sick: call.
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Daote May 8, 1968

ORVILLE ERNEST GANN was interviewed at Dismas House, 901
Cole Street, at which time he advised that his last Missouri State
Penitentiary (MSP) number was 69729, GANN stated he first entered
the MSP in August, 1926, on a four-year sentemce of burglary from
Butler County, lissouri. He re-entered the MSP April, 1931, on a
25-year sentence for murder from Butler County and entered a third
time in April, 1955, on a 20-year sentence for armed robbery at
St. Louis, lissouri He was released from this institution on
parole to Dismas House on April 9, 1968,

GANN is presently employed in maintenance work at the
Milner Hotel, 20th and Washington, but is seeking employment
as an employee of the Missouri State Hospital on Arsenal Street
in the laundry department., GANN expects to be residingsoon with
his wife, EILEEN MASCHINO, 4040 Laclede im St. Louis.

GANN knew subjsct RAY casually while they were both inmates
in MSP at Jefferson City. During the period of this casual acquaintance,
RAY was living in K Hall while GANN was a resident of J Hall. Their

- association consisted of casual passing in the hallways of the
ingtitution, some slight association in the yard and slight associa-
tion based on the fact that RAY worked on the food detail and sometimes
served special dishes to GANN and GANN reciprocated by givimg RAY:
special comsideration in conmection with his laundry service since
GANN was assigned to the laundry in the imstitution. GANN recalled
that RAY was always a neat, clean individual, but he stated he coid

"not picture RAY as a person who would plan and carry out an assassina-
tion such as that committed on Doctor MARTIN LUTHER KING.

GANN stated he had never heard RAY or anyomne else in the
institution discuss any plans concerning the assassination of KING
or anyone else for a monetary consideration, 'He recalled vaguely
the name COOLEY (phometic) among inmates im the MSP but could not
place ~this individual as to race or any associates, When questioned
concerning possible close associates of subject RAY while he was in
the MSP, GANN named one CARL DRAKE, age about 40, ti er, who' hasg’
returned to the St., Louis area and was recently wﬁﬁﬁtw’im South
St. Louis in a tavera brawl. He also mentioned viie *TED" RICHARDSON
employed in a= il *cleaning establishment im the 1600 block of
South Jefferson 1n St. Louis, Missouri,

When questioned comcerning any individuals in the MSP who
nning & major asmasainstion such as that of
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KING he named BOBBY ASH, current inmate of the penitentiary who

is doing 30 years for armed robbery in the vicinity of Kansas City,
Missouri, He also named JIM BRADLEY, who is serving time in the
penitentiary for killing a St. Louis policeman. He described the
majority of the MSP inmates as small time hoodlums but advised that
ASH and BRADLEY may have connections on the outside that would
afford them information such as a planned assassination. He
attributed political comnections to ASH,

He pointed out at the time of RAY's escape from the
penitentiary he, GANN, was not :gonfimgd~at Jefferson City but
at the honor farm located at Fordland near Springfield, Missouri.
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NOLAN stated that he believes that he (NOLAN) was
the closest associate that RAY had in the penitentiary and
walked in the yard with him daily. He pointed out that RAY
in effect was a loner with no one really close to him. NOLAN
stated that even though he considered himself the closest
friend of RAY, RAY never really told him any personal infor-
mation other than on one occasion he mentioned that he had
an unnamed brother in Chicago, Illinois, and allegedly was
raised in a small town in the State of Illinois.

" NOLAN stated that RAY was a loner in his opinion
because he felt all convicts were potential "stool pigeon
material” and he did not trust any of them because he had
been "done in a couple of times'" by the stool pigeon system
that operated in the prison. At this point NOLAN noted that
it was his opinion that if RAY saw one of his former fellow-
convicts he would immediately leave the area for fear of that
individual turning ""stool pigeon." He continued indicating
that he felt RAY would never contact a former fellow-convict
for this reason, including himself.

With regard to RAY's last escape from the peniten-
tiary he stated that it was not as reported that RAY left
in a bread box because he knew it tc ks a fact that RAY walked
out the front door of the prison. He would not go into further
details regarding this statement. When questioned as to whether
or not he meant there was a bribery in connection with this
escape he stated that he did not mean it in this manner, how-
ever, would not elaborate.

With regard to RAY's prior escape attempts, on one
escape attempt charge he pled insanity as his defense and
subsequently was sent to Fulton Mental Hospital for observa-
tion and after a short period of time was returned to the
Missouri State Penitentiary adjudged sane.

With regard to RAY's emotional feelings he stated
that JIM RAY was not an extremist, he never knew him to be
emotional over anything, and if JIM RAY is responsible for
the death of Dr. KING he feels that he was completely out
of character with the person he knew as JIM RAY in the Missouri
State Penitentiary. He described RAY's demeanor as being
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that of a cynical individual, however, the cynicism always
being in a humorous vane. NOLAN pointed out that RAY had the
unique ability of being able to laugh at himself and be cynical
in a humorous way about his own past mistakes.

NOLAN pointed out that the majority of the conver-
sation between him and RAY had to do with their legal research
in regard to preparing briefs for themselves in an attempt
to gain freedom from prison. He pointed out RAY was extremely .
interested in law, especially if it concerned his particular
case., This interest was to the extent that RAY spent extra
moneys to purchase law books and literature regarding recent
court decisions.

NOLAN again reiterated that he felt that RAY would
never contact him and doubts that RAY even knows his current
location, however, he reluctantly agreed to notify the FBI
if he was contacted by RAY because of the possibility of a
law violation which would cause him (NOLAN) to return to prison
which he does not want to do.

He noted that in the preparation of the brief by
which he was released he had obtained the services of Attorney
ORVILLE RICHARDSON in St. Louis for arguing the brief through
approaching a judge by letter and suggesting the appointment
of one or five attorneys by which ORVILLE RICHARDSON was the
appointed one.

NOLAN indicated that he is currently employed as
a second cook at the Heritage House Restaurant in St. Louis,
however, is going to work in connection with the poverty
program on April 29, 1968, in St. Louis noting that he is
doing this at a reduced salary in an effort to help others
rehabilitate themselves.

He again noted that he never knew of RAY to have
any racial extremist emotions or ideas particularly pointing
out that during part of the time RAY was in prison he was
employed in the kitchen with many members of the Negro race
and he always spoke well of anybody who held up their own
énd of the work regardless of their race. He never expressed
any animosity toward anyone because of their color.
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Date 5/2/68

The following investigation was conducted by Special
Agent JAMES A, DUFFEY:

Mr. JERRY BRAYNES, Rural Free Delivery, Center, Missouri,
was re-interviewed April 25, 1968, He admitted he had lived with
RUBY CARPENTER, from about 1952 until 1963, off and on, as they
would split up and then go back to living together.

During this period they lived in St. Louis, and Clarence,
Missouri.

He could not recall the St. Louis addresses, but when
4149 VWest Pine was suggested to him, he stated he believes that
to be the address, where RUBY and he lived from about 1952 to
1961 when they moved to a farm near Clarence, Missouri.

While in St. Louis he stated that FRANKLIN, also known
as "Buzz", and CAROL lived with him, but subject never lived with
him to his recollection. He stated that subject from the time they
left Ewing, Missouri, did not live with him, but with Mrs. MARY
MAHER, subject's grandmother.

He stated that in the late 1950s subject visited "Buzz"
and he recalled subject was then employed at some bakery but he
did not know which bakery. He stated if subject ever lived on
Pine Street, it was news to him.

Mr. RAYNES stated that he has always been known as JERRY
RAYNES, sometimes spelled RAYNS, as the former is the name his
mother claims was his. He denied using the name JAMES GERALD RAY.

Mr. RAYNES also denied ever living in Des loinoé, Iowa,
and added he has never lived or even been in Des Moines.

He stated that when in Clarence, Missouri, he and RUBY
had lived on a farm which belonged to her. He stated while there
he did not go to town more than on one or two occasions, had no
associates, and can not recall the names of any persons there.
They lived there two years.
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