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on §/9/55 MELBA. MARIE RYAN was committed to
the Jacksonville State Hospital, Jacksonville, Illinois,
and custody of RYAW taken from GEORGE PARSONS and given
to the Illinois Youth Commission. Judge SCHOLZ advised
that apparently at that time HMELBA MARIE RYAN had
attempted to set fire to the PARSONS' home. He stated
- that this had been kept quiet by PARSONS and was not
known gcnerally.

YAN had worked as a prostitute
during mast of her life and that the area around o
214 Spring Street was an area infested by houses of
_prostitution at the- tlme of the RYAN/RAY family lived in
" that area. He stated that there had been td®timony that
LUCILE RYAN had attempted' to solicit prostitution dates
for herself in a tavern

On 8/6/57 MELBA MARIE ‘'RYAN was granted a dlscharge
from the Jacksonville State Hospital. - —

On 10/24/57 custody of FRANKLIN RYAN and SUSAN
"RYAN was given to the Catholic Charltles of Sprlngfleld
Illinois. . A ..

s
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Judge SCHOLZ advised that FRANKLIN D. RYAN was also.known
as BUZZY RYAN and that possibly some people would not know

" the true name of FRANKLIN D. RYAN.

.. ¥1llinois. . t’~

. The file showed that FRANKLIN D. RYAN was first
declared a dependent on 9/8/52 and at that time was residing
at 214 1/2 Spring Street.

Included in the FRAMKLIN D. RYAN section of the
dependency records was a letter dated 3/29/59 from LUCILE
RYAN, his mother, who at that time was residing at
" 1913 Hickory Street, 'St. Louis, Missouri. In the letter
she stated that "JIMMY is going to Chicago". The letter
indicated that at that time JIIMIY was residing with LUCILE
RYAN at 1913 Hickory Street, St. Louis, Missouri.

The file coptalned information showing that
before 9/24/59 Mrs. LUCILE BERNES, aka LUCILE RAY and
LUCILE RYAN resided 1209 East Fourth Street, Alton, Illinois,
and that she had moved from that address to 1913 Hickory
Street, St. Louis.

A notation was contained in the file that one
_8/20/59 LUCILE RYAN'S son, JAMES EARL RAY, and an
accomplice JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN were arrested for an armed
robbery of a supermarket in Alton, Illinois, and that this
matter was pending in Circuit Court, Madison County,
Illinois. :

The file contained a section concerning JERRY %,
RYAN, DOB [;;:::::} He was declared a delinquent on 3/10/50.
. for unlawfully growing up in idleness and crime ‘and was to
be sent to St. Charles Boys' Reforwatory, St Charles,

, .

At that time hlS father was GERALD RYAN, 214 Sprlng
Street, Qulncy, Illinois, ana mother,LUCILE RYAN, at same
address.

Psychologlcal tests given JERRY W. RYAN at that
time showed he functioned between a low,average and dull in
1ntelllgence. . :

. The file showed that SUZAN RYAN, aka SUSANNE RYAN, -
DOB ;;:L had been a ward of the court from 9/8/52 until
4/15 when she was discharged from the supervision of the
court. . - ' '
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-

In 1963 she had information-that the father,
living under the name of JERRY RAYNE, was residing at
- RFD, Clarence, Jlssourl. . . .

In 1963 FRAHKLIV D. RYAN had died in West Qulncy,
Missouri, and was later buried.

She advised that she does not know what exact'year
the family moved to Quincy, but thought it was around 1948
-and state d that definitely JAMES EARL RAY was the oldest
child in this family. She listed the children as follows
in order of age:

Son JAMES EARL RAY

Son JOHN RAY

Son . . JERRY RAY

Daughter MELBA RAY 4
Daughter CAROL RAY o0
.Son FRANKLIN D. RAY

Daughter SUZAN RAY

She advised that she knew that the father of this
group of children had used the name of JAMES RAY, GERALD RAY,
JAMES RYAN and GERALD RYAN, as well as JERRY. She stated
that the father RAY had been a ladies' man and it was her
understanding that he had lived with many women but had
probably never married any other than the mother of the
children.

She advised that a Mrs. MAHER was the grandmother
-of the children, and in the past had induced them to run
awvay from home and apparently had died in St. Louis whlle
- Mrs. MAHER was llVlng wlth LUCILE RYAN.

She felt that the entire family is close enough to
the criminal element that the family has developed an
attitude of not cooperating with the law and she feels that
it is possible that any member*of the family mlg“t harbor
JAMES EARL RAY; however, she stated that this is merely a

personal belief and-she had no 1nformat10n that the famlly
had ever harbored anyone.
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The following 1nvest1gat10n was conducted by SA
MACK W. OLIVER, Jr.

.

At Qulncy, Illinois

“On April 24, 1968, Miss Elizabeth Roth, Manager,
Quincy Credit Bur eau, advised that she had a file for JERRY
WILLIAM RYAN, Jr. and that this individual had been in her
files since 1950. Miss ROTH stated that RYAN's address in
1950 was 214 Spring Street; in 1984 the Tremont Hotel; and in
1956, 339} South 7th Street. Miss ROTH advised that according
to her file, JERRY WILLIAM RYAN, Jr., along with JAMES A.
ALDERTON, LONNIE RIFLE, EUGENE BARRIGAR, and FLOYD SIDENER,
sought parole from the Menard State Penitentiary on August 29,
1958. Miss ROTH stated that she had no information on
JERRY WILLIAM RYAN, Jr., since the 1950's.

Miss ROTH advised that she had a file for LUCILLE
RYAN and that she had had this file since 1954. Miss ROTH
said that the only address she had for LUCILLE RYAN was 536
York, Quincy, Illinois. Miss ROTH said that according to
her information, LUCILLE RYAN was arrested on July 19, 1954,
by local authorities, for assault and battery and again on
August 24, 1957, for larceny, and that she was supposed to
have robbed JOHN B. THOMPSON of the Pacific House. Miss ROTH
said that she &ad one collectlon on LUCILLE RYAN and that
the collection was in 1961 for the Brlngaze Grocery Store of
Quincy. o .

Miss ROTH advised that she had a file for SUSAN RYAN
and that she had been in file since September 15, 1965. Miss
ROTH advised that she had two addresses for SUSAN RYAN, 129%
‘North 9th Street and Fowler, Illinois. Miss ROTH advised that
according to hér information, SUSAN RYAN moved from Quincy,
Illinois, on June 23, 1966, to 1117 North Dearborn, Chi=go.

Miss ROTH advised that she had a file for MELBA
RYAN who resides at the Virginia Hotel, and this name had been
in file since February 27, 1966. Miss ROTH stated that she had
no further information concerning MELBA RYAN.

s
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Miss ROTH advised that she had a file for GERALD
RAYNES since October 24, 1940, and that RAYNES was 38 years
of age at that time. Miss ROTH stated that according to her
information, RAYNES was living at R.R. #l, Ewing, Missouri,
his wife was LUCILLE, and that he had four children (no
names). Miss ROTH said that she had no informati on concerning
“GER?LD RAYNES since 1948. Miss ROTH stated that according to
her:information, GERALD RAYNES came to Quincy, Illinois, from
St. Louis, Missouri, and gave the following addresses and
places of employment for GERALD RAYNES:

Addresses Date )

1507 North 4th September 28, 1944
Quincy, Illinois

Adams, Illinois January 13, 1948
214 Spring Street November 12, 1961
Quincy, Illinois

Date : Employment

October 24, 1940 Gardner. Denver
January 13, 1948 Novelty salesmean for

BILL POPP.

Miss ROTH adviseﬁ that she had a file for RUBY
CARPENTER since May 25, 1964, and that RUBY CARPENTER came to
Quincy, Illinois, from Clarence, Missouri. Miss ROTH stated’
that RUBY CARPENTER worked for the State of Illinois, Family
and Children Service, and gave the following addresses that
she had for RUBY CARPENTER:

1711% Broadway
Quinc¢y, Illinois

410 North 9th Street
Quincy, Illinois

630 North 6th Street
Quincy, Illinois. -

PR
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Miss ROTH advised thet she had a file for JAMES. RAY
which she had crossreferenced with JOHN V. RAY and that she
had had this file since December of 1966. Miss ROTH stated
that according to her information, JAMES RPAY turned himself

"into the Adams County Sheriff's Office on March 3, 1967, and
‘advised them that he was wanted in Ogden, Utah. Miss ROTH
said that on June 15, 1967, RAY committed himself to the
Veterans Alcoholic Hospital in Jacksonville, Illinois. Miss
ROTH said she had fouwr addresses for RAY which are as f£f6llows:

324 York Street
Quincy, Illinois

221 South 5th Street
Quincy, Illinois.

323 York Street
Quincy, Illinois

1201 South Main Street
Jacksonville, Illinois.

Miss ROTH said that she had no further information
concerning JAMES RAY.

Miss ROTH stated that she a file £6r JOHNRY EARRY RAY
since April 8, 1953, and that he was 23 years of age at that
time. Miss ROTH stated that JOHNNY LARRY RAY was sentenced to
serve from three to four years, on June 2, 1953, at the
Menard State Penitentiary, for auto theft. Miss ROTH stated
that according ‘to her information that JOHNNY LARRY RAY
attempted to escape from the Adams County Jail on May 24, 1953.
Miss ROTH said the only address she had for JOHNNY LARRY RAY
-was 214 Spring Street, Quincy, Illinois.
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On 4-20-68, MELBA MARIE RYAN was interviewed at
the Virginia Hotel, 534 North Second Street, Quincy, I1l.

MELBA MARIE RYAN furnished the following information
.to SA ELYON H., DAVIS and ASAC DONALD T, SULLIVAN:

MELBA MARIE RYAN advised that she is the sister
of JAMES EARL RAY and identified a photograph of JAMES EARL
RAY, FBI #3056 443 A, mated to Missouri Department of
Corrections on 3-1¥4-60, as her brother, She advised that
she had only seen her brother JAMES EARL RAY three or four
times during her 1life time and that she has spent a considerable
amount of her life in mental hospitals, .She stated that she
has been in the Jacksonville State Hospital, Jacksonville,
I11,, on three occasions,

RYAN advised that she has been living at the
77V1rg1n1a Hotel since December, 1967, and has had no contact:
with JAMES EARL RAY since his escapo from the Missouri State
Penitentiary.

She advised that she last saw JAMES EARL RAY around
1959 when he was living in St. Louis, Missouri, at a boardlng
house operated by their mother, LUCILE RYAN, She advised that
she was staying with her mother LUCILE RYAN at that time and
that JAMES EARL RAY stayed with them for approxlmately six
months. %
\

She advised that she has never received a letter
from JAMES EARL RAY in her life and had no idea as to his
"~ present .whereabouts,

She advised that her mother is presently-deceased
and that her father is approximately 70 years of age. She
stated that he was living in Missouri; however, she stated
that she had talked to him on the prev1ous nlght on the

- fi‘
-

-’
Ve

- 43 o

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI 44-561°
. EHD:ras
1

The following investigation was conducted by SA
"ELYON H, DAVIS: .

, On April 23, 1968, SAMUEL EDWARD HARPER, Desk
Clerk, Virginia Hotel, Quincy, Illinois, advised that
MELBA MARIE RYAN, sister of JAMES EARL RAY, is still re-
siding at that hotel, HARPER advised that very definitely
RAY has not contacted anycne at the Virginia Hotel and that
"complete cooperation will be given the TFBI in the matter
concerning RAY by individuals connected with the Virginia
Hotel. HARPER advised that he is certain WALTER TERRY
RIFE has not had any contact with RAY anytime during the
past several years, .

o -4 - o=
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On May 1, 1968 and May 3, 1968, MELBA MARIE RYAN,
Virginia Hotel, 234 North Second Street, Quincy, Illinois,
was re-interviewed by SA ELYON H, DAVIS. On each occasion,
MELBA RYAN advised that she had no further information
concerning the activities and whereabouts of her brother
JAMES EARL RAY. She also advised that she had no further
information of value concerning any member of the family,
She stated that she had been in contact with her father
residing at Center, Missouri as well as her father's
ex-wife RUBY CARPENTER who lived in Quincy, Illinois, She
stated she had also contacted MABEL FULLER who resides in
Quincy, Illinois and all of these individuals disclaim
any knowledge of the whereabouts or activites of her brother
JAMES EARL RAY, She stated that she felt that all members
of the family that she had contacted would cooperate in
attempting to locate RAY and that she would furnish any
information that came to her attention concerning any of
his activities, :

o
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The following investigation was conducted by
SA ELYON H, DAVIS at Quincy, Illinois.

Daily surveilances were conducted on a spot
basis by SA ELYON H. DAVIS and SA MACK OLIVER at the
Virginia Hotel, Quincy, Illinois, where MELBA MARIE
RYAN, sister of JAMES FARL RAY resides,

On May 10, 1968, Detective DONALD CAPPS,

Quincy, Illinois Police Depzartment, advised that Detec-
tives of that Police Department daily and nightly check.
the Virginia Hotel. He advised that all members of the
Quincy Police Department and especially the Quincy, Ill-
inois Detective Bureau carry photographs of JAMES EARL
RAY and if any information is developed concerning MELBA
MARIE RYAN having visitors at the Virginia Hotel, this
information will be immediately furnished to the FBI.
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The following investigation was conducted by SA
WILLIAM ROBERTS, III: '

: On April 20, 1968, Father JAMES BRINKS, St. Aloysius
Church, Springfield, Illinois, telephonically contacted the
Springfield Division and advised he had known subject's
sister, SUE since she was a child, and in an effort to help
locate and interview her, he advised he was in possession of
a newspaper article of April, 1967, in the Chicago '"Tribune"
regarding SUE, which showed her to be going under the name
LEE RILEY and to be working as a go-go dancer in the Bourbon
Street Club at 936 Rush Street, Chicago, Illinois.

- §2-.-~-
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The follow1ng 1nvest1gat10n was conducted by SA
MACK W. OLIVER, Jr.

At Quincy, Illinois

. On April 22, 1968, Sister CATHERINE, Prinéipal, Notre
Dame High School, advised that she had a SUSAN J. RYAN graduate
from Notre Dame High School on June 6, 19635.

Sister CATHERINE stated that SUSAN J. RYAN entered
Notre Dame High School on September 8, 1961, and that she came
from the Children's Home at Alton, Illinois.

Sister CATHERINE stated that while SUSAN J. RYAN
was a student at Notre Dame High School, she lived with Mr.
and Mrs. ROMAN KLINNER of Rural Route Number 3, Quincy, Ill.

Sister CATHERINE said that a transcript of her grades
were mailed to the Gem City College on June 2, 1965, and that
it was her understanding that RYAN had received a scholarship
from the National Secretary's Association.

Sister CATHERINE said that she understood that RYAN
did not accept the scholarship and that immediately after
graduation, she moved from the KLINNER's residence to Chicago,
Illinois, where she was attendlng a modeling school. Sister

CATHERINE gave the follOW1ng 1nf0rmat10n and description from
SUSAN J. RYAN's file: ,

[ -

Name - : SUSAN JANE RYAN

Date of birth \ \ :
Place of birth Adams County, Illirois
Father JERRY (no last name)
Mother T LUCILLE MAHER

Sister CATHERINE said that aécording to her information
SUSAN RYAN had four older brothers, one younger brother, two

older sisters, but that she gave the name of none of these
brothers or sisters.

-
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Sister CATHERINE stated that her file contained s
photograph of SUSAN JANE RYAN and that it would be available
if needed in the future.

Sister CATHERINE stated that she could give no further
1nformat10n concerning SUSAN J. RYAN.
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On April 22, 1968, the following investigation was
conducted by SA ROBERT BLUM RASCOE at St. James Trade School
in Springfield, Illinois:

Brother Aequiduis advised that he had a Franklin
Ryan in attendance from June, 14, 1958, until January ,

1959, He advised that he had no personal records available

which might be of lead value, and that the above dates were all
that indicated that FRANKLIN RYAN had ever attended this school,
He advised that he had no record of any FRANKLIN DELANO
(BUZZIE) RYAN, A check of the name RAY provided no infor-
mation which might be of lead value.

On April 20, 1968, MELBA MARIE RYAN, Sister of
subject, advised that a brother, FRANKLIN DELANO RYAN
had drowned in the Mississippi River in approximately 1963,

o=t
-~
t
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Other sisters are CAROL RYAN, 1727 South 1lth,
St. Louis, lMissouri; and CARCL ROGERS, 1701 Vashington, .
Quincy, Illinois, -

Listed &s brothers in the file of RYAN are
brotiher JERRY DVAH, the above mentioned, who was released
-+ Yay 6, 1960, fron. llenard, JERRY was charged with larceny
-—-and was froa Adams County, Illinois, Also lisied as .
a brother was JAIES RAY, Quincy, Illiroizs, no other address
" shown, It could not be determined if this JAIES E, RAY
‘is identical with sudbject. :

Other relatives noted in the file ware MARY
MAHER, Tremont Hotel, Quinecy, Illinois, who is the grandmother
of JOIN JARRY RYAN, Other outgoling comunications were
to RALTI HGUARD, Indianapolis, Indiana, no other address
. shown, and & cormunication in 1960 was direectsd to JAMES
E, BAY, addressed to Leavenworth Prison, XKansss, Again, it
is not known or is it showan by the recoxrd that thisg
JAMES E, RAY is identical with subject. o

Correspondence noted in the file of JERRY RYAN
were outgoing communications goinz to PAT WilTr, 3971 Vest
Minister, St. Louis, lissouri, end RURY DOBYNS, 3971 Vest v
‘Minister, St. Louis, lilssouwri , Cne coumunication was addressed
to JERRY LANCASTER, 4431 North 19th Sircet, St. Louls, lissouri,

As above stated, the relatives shown for both
gERRY RYAN and JOHN LARRY. RYAN were identical in each .
ile, T ' o .

A
3

-

No other informatidn helpful to this investigation
was noted in these files, i
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. .She advised that she has been in frequent contzcz
with JAMES GERALD RAY since their separation in 1963 and
that MNELBA MARIE RYAN, the daughter of JAMES GERALD RAY
also lives in Quincy and she occasionally is in contact
with MZLBA. ne advised however that she has not been
in-contact with MELDBA since Christmas, 1957 until 4/195/68
when MELBA called her to talk to her concerning JAMES
EARL RAY and RAY being charged conceraning the shooting

of MARTIN LUTHER KING. She advised also on that date she
had telephonically coatacted JAMES GERALD RAY and at |

- that time the father had stated that he hoped his son,
JAMES EARL RAY was caught as soon as possxble so that

this thing would end. She advised that she is certain
that JAMES GERALD RAY does not know of the whereabouts:

of his son JAMES EARL RAY. She stated that at the present
time, JAMZS GERALD RAY was using the name of GERRY RAYLES,

She advised that of the entire RAY family, she
considers JACK RAY or JACK RINE to be closer to JAMES EARL
RAY than any of the remainder of the family. She stated
that the only time that JAMES EARL RAY ever lived with
JAMES GERALD RAY and herself was sometime around 1959
when he worked as a baker in St. Louis. She stated that
during this period of time, he also resided with his
mother aad grandmother, Mrs, MAHER at 1913 Hickory Street,
.-8t., Louis, Missouri, ohe advised that during this period’
“of tise, she and JAMES GERALD RAY were living oa 1727

South llth Street St. Louis, Missouri. )

She adv1sed that JAMES EARL RAY is Supoosco to

- have learned the trade of‘g baker in prison and that he.
worked at one of the bakeries in St. Louis around 1959,

She had no idea as to the name of the bakery or the exact
location., She stated that he also had Lis own apartment
"while in St. Louis as well as living with both his mother
and his father. She stated that she had not seen him
since he went to prison around 1960 and has had no contact
- with JAME3 EARL RAY since she and the subject!s father
moved to Clarence, Missouri on 8/1/61.

She advised that the subject's father JAXE :
GERALD RAY was an excellent car salesman and did quite well
as a car salesman for a used car lot in St. Louis. Since
1961, however, he has worked dn’ a farm, first, the one

:‘ . T . -‘ i
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The followihg investigation was conducted by SA
ELYON H. DAVIS:

On May 1, 1968, GARY SHELTON, 404 Oak Street,
Quincy, Illinois, age 16, advised that RUBY CARPENTER is
employed at his home as a babysitter and housekeeper
during the daytime for the nine SHELTON minor children,
After viewing a photograph of JAMES EARL RAY, SHELTON
advised that this individual had never been to his house
to his knowledge and he has never heard RUBY CARPENTER
mention JAMES EARL RAY. He advised that he would
immediately notify SA DAVIS of any information coming
to his —attention concerning any visitors to the home
of RUBY CARPENTER and concerning JAMES EARL RAY,

~_.(;S§¢_—
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The following investigation was conducted by SA
ELYON H., DAVIS:

On May 3, 1968, RUBY CARPENTER, 630 North Sixth
Street, Quincy, Illinois, was re-interviewed at her home
and furnished the following information:

She has had no contact with anyone who has any
"information concerning the whereabouts or activities of
JAMES EARL RAY since last being contacted by the FBI,

She advised that definitely JAMES EARL RAY had
lived with RUBY CARPENTER and her former husband, JAMES
GERALD RAYNES who was commonly known as JERRY RAYNES or
JERRY RAYNS in St. Louis, Missouri, sometime around 1959
or 1960, Also, during this period of time, JAMES EARL
RAY had resided with his mother, LUCILE RYAN and grandmother,
Mrs, MAHER, in St. Louis, This was shortly before he was
sent to prison to the Missouri State Penitentiary in either
.1959 or 1960,

Sometime during the period of time while JAMES
EARL RAY was in St. Louis, Missouri, around 1959 or 1960
he definitely made a trip to Mexico. She had no idea as
to the location of the town in Mexico that he visited;
however, she remembered hearing him speak of his -trip into
Mexico. - s

She advised that.on the previous day, May 2, 1968
Mrs. FRANK FULLER, 601 Chestnut Street, Quincy, Illlnois had
visited in RUBY CARPENTER'S ‘homeé , Mrs. MABEL FULLER, at that
time, had advised that she had heard nothing concerning JAMES
EARL RAY's whereabouts and she stated that Mrs., FULLER did
not know anything concerning the activities of RAY. She
stated that Mrs, FULLER has always been very defensive
- concerning her relatives and that Mrs. FULLER stated that:
she did not believe her nephew, JAMES EARL RAY, committed
‘any crime or was involved in any way in the death of Dr.-
MARTIN LUTHER KING,

~¢7—
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RUBY CARPENTER advised that she had not recently
talked to MELBA MARIE RYAN but that when last contacted by
MELBA RYAN approximately one week before, MELBA had no
information concerning the activities of JAMES EARL RAY,
and had no information concerning his whereabouts. RUBY
CARPENTER stated she doubted very much that JAMES EARL
RAY would ever contact MELBA RYAN.

RUBY CARPENTER advised that she felt that her
former husband, JERRY RAYNES, has had his phone disconnected
inasnmuch as she had tried several times during the past few
days to call JERRY RAYNES at Center, Missouri, She stated
that he has been 'very jumpy" concerning JAMES EARL RAY and
that she feels this is the reason that RAYNES had his phone
disconnected. She stated that she is tempted to call RAYNES
and was told that the phone was disconnected; however, she
stated that a telephone strike was in existence and the
possibility was that the calls did not go through.

Mrs. CARPENTER advised that she had no idea as to
the present whereabouts of JAMES EARL RAY's brother JERRY
RAY or JERRY RYAN who is supposed to have disappeared from
the Chicago area. She advised that sometime around April
25, 1968, JERRY RAY had called her from Chicago, Illinois,
and asked her to speak to a Life magazine reporter. At
that time, JERRY RAY had indicated that he wished his brother
would surrender to the FBI

She advised that she has not been contacted by
CAROL PEPPER in any way and‘'has .no idea as to CAROL's present
address, She also stated she had no information concerning
the present whereabouts or address of JAMES EARL RAY's sister
-SUSAN; however, she did think SUSAN was in Chicago, Illinois,

Mrs. CARPENTER advised that she.personally has very
few visitors and every Monday through Friday she leaves her
home at approximately 6:30 a.m, and walks to 404 Oak Street
in Quincy, Illinois, where she is employed by the Child Welfare
Department of the State of Illinois, as a babysitter and house-

keeper in the daytime for the HOMER SHELTON family. She advised

- s
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that HOMER SHELTON has nine minor children and that HOMER

SHELTON's wife died in March, 1968, and she has been
employed as a housekeeper for him since that time, She

" usually returns home in the afternoon sometime between

4:00 and 5:00 p.m, after HOMER SHELTON returns home from

work., She stated that HOMER SHELTON is employed at

’ Moorman 5 Manufacturing Company,

: " RUBY CARPENTER advised that she did not feel
that JAMES EARL RAY would have any information as to her
present location. She again expressed the desire to aid
the FBI in the apprehension of JAMES EARL RAY and stated
that she would furnish any information that came to her
attention concerning RAY's whereabouts or activities,

- RUBY CARPENTER advised that her son JEROME
CARPENTER is still in the Missouri State Penitentiary
at Jefferson City, Missouri, for the crime of murder
‘and she does not feel that he would have any information
concerning the whereabouts of activities of JAMES EARL
RAY.

On May 3, 1968, HOMER SHELTON, 404 Oak Street,
Quincy, Illinois, was interv1ewed and advised that RUBY
CARPENTER 1is employed on a daily basis as a babysitter
and housekeeper for his children at that address while .
he is working. SHELTON advised that he has nine minor
children and three are not in school and that his wife
died in March, 1968. He stated he has no information
concerning any visitors who ‘may .have visited RUBY
CARPENTER during the daytime.at his home. He stated
that she has never mentioned ‘JAMES EARL RAY to him and
after viewing photographs of RAY, advised that RAY has
never been to his home and that he has never seen JAMES
EARL RAY. SHELTON advised that he would notify the FBI
of any information he learns concerning anyone contacting
gXBY CARPENTER or any information concerning JAMES EARL

Y.
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The following investigation was conducted by
SA ELYON H. DAVIS at Quincy, Illinois..

On May 1, 1968, Sergeant ROLAND HANSON, Quincy,
I1linois Police Department, advised that he resides at
606 North Sixth Street, Quincy, Illinoiszs. He advised that
RUBY CARPENTER who resides at 630 North Sixth Street is a
neighbor of Sergeant HANSON. HANSON advised that he would
notify the FBI of any visitors to or from ‘the CARPENTER
residence. Sergeant HANSON advised that Miss CARPENTER
does not have many visitors and only goes to and from work
each day after which time she seems to reside at her home
by herself and she has. very little contact with her ne1gh—
bors.

. On May 10, 1968 and May 13, 1963, Sergeant HANSON
advised that he has not observed any visitors to theRUBY
CARPENTDR home since last being contacted by SA DAVIS.

Spot surveilances on a da2ily basis were conducted
by SA ELYON H, DAVIS and SA MACK OLIVER at the residence of
630 North Sixth Street, Quincy, Illinois, for the period of
May 1, 1968 through May 10, 1968, During this period of
time, no visitors were ooserved entering or 1eav1ng the
RUBY CARPENTER home at that address.
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"This statement is written by me and is true and
sincere.

"/s/ Ruby-Smith Carpenter
"May 15, 1968"

Mrs. CARPENTER advised that her former husband,
JAMES GERALD RAY, is still residing in Center, Missouri, under
the name of JERRY RAYNS, and that he had his phone changed to
an unlisted phone in order that he would not be bothered by
crank calls. She stated that she is in contact occasionally
with MELBA MARIE RYAN, the sister of JAMES EARL RAY, and with
Mrs. FRANK FULLER, the aunt of JAMES EARL RAY. She stated that
all members of the family tell her that they have no
information concerning JAMES EARL RAY's whereabouts and will
cooperate in the location of RAY.

Mrs. CARPENTER advised that she could not furnish
any further information other than that previously furnished
to the FEBI.
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On 4/22/68 Chlef RAY WELSH, Quincy, Illinois
Pollce Department, made available the records of the
Quincy Police Department of EARL EVERETT RAY.

The files showed that EARL EVERETT RAY is
holder of Peoria, Illinois PD #14439 and that on
8/23/43 CARL RAY, 1401 Cherry Street, was arrested for

" throwing acid in the face of his wife, Mrs. EARL RAY.
This case was later closed and no prosecution was -
involved.

The file showed that EARL RAY was 43 years of
age in 1943. On 8/25/47 EARL RAY was wanted by the
Quincy PD on an assault to kill charge. This apparently
also involved his wife. On 9/10/48 the files contain
information that EARL RAY and his wife were involved in
a fight and that her sister, DORIS, was a witness. At
that time Mrs. RAY moved to 1403 Cherry Street and her
sister was DORIS GODMAN, 645 College Street.

On 7/24/55 EARL RAY was arrested for the assault
‘of YVONNE MC GINBERG, 415 York Street, Quincy, Illinois.

» Oon 8/59 EARL.RA¥ was arrested for assault and
battery and the victims were AUDREY RAY, wife, and LEONA
FERGUSON. This occurred at’ 1403 Cherry Street, Quincy,
Illinois, after he had hit AUDREY RAY in the mouth and

. LEOMA FERGUSON in the stomach. At that time EARL RAY was
living at 1415 Cherry Street, Quincy, Illinois.
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WILLIAM E, MAHER Uncle of JAMES EARL RAY, was located
at 712 Brown Street, Alton, Illinois April 22, 1968, He
stated prior to RAY's entry into the Army, he worked at
a shoe tannery, Hartford, Illinois, where he became
associated with individual who had pro-~Nazi leanings and
RAY became anti-Negro and anti-Jewish as a result, In military
service, RAY was in Germany where opinion crystalized.

MAHER stated he last saw RAY 10 or 12 years ago and to
his knowledge, RAY has not been in Alton since 1959 when he
was involved in an armed robbery. He stated he could suggest
no one in the Alton area acquainted with RAY or to whom RAY night
turn for help,

The following investigation was conducted by
SA ROBERT C, HAINES:

WILLIAM and MILDRED MAHER, 712 Brown Street,
Alton, Xllinois advised they are the uncle and aunt of
JAMES EARL RAY,., They have advised that RAY has not been in
contact with them for 10 or 12 years; that they do not believe he
will contact them since they had a falling out when they last
were together and that if RAY does contact them, or they think or
anything that might be pertinent regarding him, they would get
in touch with the FBI promptly.

With regard to other relatives of RAY, Mr. and Mrs.
MAHER advised as follows-= _ _ .
Mrs. MARY MAHER, )
Grandmother, N\
deceased ¢

LUCILLE RYAN,
Mother
Deceased,
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