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cerning this individual come to her attention

The folloW1ng physical descrlptlon was obtained
fron observation and interview and comments made by MNrs.

TYLER:

Name:
Aliases:

Address:

Sex:

Race:

Age:

Height:

Weight:

Hair:

Complexion: .

Marital Statu5°
Husband:
Occupation:

Previous addresses:

.. Telephone numbex:

Occupation: - -+,

vt
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MELVINA TYLER

YRUSTY" :

Mrs. RAY M. TYLER
213 Franklin Street-
Bartonville, Illinois
Female

White

40

5'5n '

130 1bs.

Red (shoulder length)
Fair, freckled
Married (1960)

RAY M. TYLER

Brick layer

408 Bryan Strect
Peoria, Illinois
Unlisted: -

697-0122

Waitress.
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The following investigation was conducted by

SA ROY LEE WILKERSON, JR. at Springfield, Illinois:
B UI

On May 15, 1968, WILLIAM KOFFMAN, Division of
- Supervision eof Paroles, 103 National Guard Armory Building,
Springfield, Illinois, advised that his officé has a file
" concerning JAMES LAOMA OWENS and OWENS has been incarcerated
at the State Prison in Menard, Illinois, and the Missouri
State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri. FKAUFMAN
advised that JAMES OWENS has a prison registory number
for the State Prison of Meéenard, Illinois, being 20208,
OWENS' registory number for Missouri State Penitentiary
at Jefferson City, Missouri, is 69846. KAURMAN advised
that the only description that he has in his file is as
follows:

NAME: ~ JAMES LAOMA OWENS

RACE: White
SEX: o Male
FBI NUMBER: - 1-397-~
HEIGHT: : 5'21"
WEIGHT: : 129
HAIR: Charcoal medlum .
. EYES: o s ~ Dark Black ° . ot
COMPLEXION: - " Fair '
OCCUPATION: . - -*,  Clerk -

CHARACTERISTICS:.3  Top of head bald
<

: »

OWENS was incarcerated at the Illinois State
Penitentiary, Menard.Branch, Menard, Illinois, having
number 20208, received from St. Clair County, Illinois,
. March 12, 1947, on the crime of robbery. SR

/ . - ‘
. KAUFFMAN advised that the most current address
that his files reveal is an addréss of 3904 Folsom Avenue,
St. Louis, Missouri, and this address was current as of
‘Avgust 15, 1965, as a communication sent to OWENS on this
~date was not returned. HMIFFMAN stated that on August 15,
1965, OWENS was issued a Certificate of Restoration of the
Rights of C1t1zensh1p. KAFFMAN Stated that JAFFq QUENS

was discharged on Juh® 27, 1965, at the expira E@dﬁ%i.hl.aam o
SEfeNaR g2 /.JILED,A__’L

- sentence from the State Prison, Menard Branch

b
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Illinois. KAFFMAN advised that he has not had any further
communication or correspondence with OWENS since August 15,
1965. ‘

. KAWFFMAN stated that any additional information
needed concerning OWENS could be obtained from the Missouri
State Penitentiary at Jefferson City, Missouri, or the
State Penitentiary of Menard, Illinois, and this information
at the penitentiaries would be more current then the

- information that he has, especially information concerning
i description and background information.

—
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L. ANDREW WILSON "BLACKIE'" DE CORE
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Menard Prison records reflect on May 17, 1968,
ANDREW WILSON DE CORE, also known as De Cora and Blackie
De Core, Menard #23415 received Menard Prison, June 15, 1953,
on a transfer from Joliet, Illinois prison to serve a
sentence of 1 to 20 years for robbery,

DE CORE was paroled June 15, 1959 to Rev, JAMES
WINENEGAR, St. Louis Rescue Mission, St, Louis, Missouri,
and was returned as a parole violator to Menard, July 19,
1960. He was paroled January 15, 1965 to Baptist Rescue
Mission, Collinsville,Avenue, East St. Louis, Illinois,

He was returned to Menard as parole violator, May 28,1965,
He was discharged upon expiration of sentence,

December 20, 1966, Upon discharge, he expressed intention
of going to his sister's residence, Mrs. YALANDA DI CASOLA
and her husband, VINCENT, 37555 Glenmore Drive, Freemont,
California, Other friends and relatives contained in
prison records are as follows:

Brother

ANTHONY DE CORE

713 South Claremont,
Chicago, Illinois or
1938 North 70th ' . . \
Melrose Park, Illinois ;

’

¢ N

Sister oy

Mrs, MARTHA BUTTITTO, -
husband ~ BENNIE =

9241 North Maple Court,
Morton Grove, Illinois;

Sister :7 :g

NANCY COSENTINO
502 East Memorial
Bensonville, Illinois;

PR
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Niece

Mrs. GEORGE ROGERS
2020 North Le Clare
Chicago, Illinois;

Cousin

PAT. COLLESE
1641 North Latrobe,
Chicago, Illinois

Fiance

Miss HELEN HARE
3020 West Madison,
Chicago, Illinois;

Brothers

HARRY DE CORE and NICK DE CORE
addresses unknown

Friend

Miss MARY SAWYER

City Hospital Number 1
1515 Lafayette Street
St. Louis, Missouri,

s
. .
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The following investigation was conducted by SA
EDWARD A. CARPENTER:

At East St. Louis, Illinois

On May 22, 1968, Reverend DAVID BLISS, Pastor of the
Baptist Rescue Mission, located in East St. Louis, Illinois,
was contacted and advised that ENDREW WILSON DE CORE is unknown
to him, and according to his records, he could not identify
him in the East St. Louis, Illinois area and could not identify
him. as having given any service at the Rescue Mission.

Reverend BLISS advised that in the event that DE CORE
should contact the mission, that ' he would make this fact known
to the FBI.

- 14 O0-
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V. INVESTIGATION AT ILLINOIS STATE PENITENTIARY
PONTIAC BRANCH
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A, RECORDS RE JAMES EARL RAY
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STOW E,. SYMON, Superv131ng Sociologist, 1111n01s
State Penltentiary, Pontlac, Illinois on April 25 1968, advised
his file contains little information concerning RAY who was
a model prisoner while incarcerated Pontiac, July 7, 1952
until discharged March 12, 1954, He stated RAY was confined
on a charge of robbery under Criminal Court, Cook County, Illinois
case 52-1155 which sets forth in statement of facts subject at
time of arrest, in Chicago, Illinois was wounded in both
arms by police bullets, No information was located at
Pontiac describing wounds or location of scars, Subject
RAY at Pontiac assigned Honor Farm, August 12, 1952 until
~discharge. This is dormitory type housing rather than
cell type. Subject was assigned to the kitchen as a cook and
also on officers quarters detail,

The following inmates were identified aml are set
forth with their last known addresses furnished the prison
at their time of release:;

LEE MILLER

Pontiac Number 19200

6538 North Talman Street and
3542 SouthPort

Chicago, Illinois;

EDWARD PAUL RIVERA,
Pontiac Number 19294
515 West 63rd Street,
Chicago, Illinois;f
GUS MARZAHN ‘«
Pontiac Number 19095
1620 West Nelson Street,
Chicago, Illinois;

'
: i

CHARLES REED

Pontiac Number 18492 !
2286 Street

Madison, Illinois

- 1'4:3_ -
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FRED M, PETRAKIS
Pontiac Number 18516
Route 1

Peoria, Illinois

518 Sanford Street,
Peoria, Illinois;

KENNETH D, FOSBYCK,
Pontiac Number 19218
Route 1

Bushnell, Illinois;

DWIGHT ROWE
Pontiac Number 19086

'432% South Vine,

Kewanee, Illinois,
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B. INTERVIEWS WITH POSSIBLE INMATES
OF JAMES EARL RAY
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/40/07 rR:D ZTR KIS 290n :orth Avalon -
Place, Poorla, Illinois, a formzr 1nmute a2t Pontiac Pen-
itentiary, was shown o 1935 photozgraph of JAUERS EARL RAY
without eifecting an identificztion.

. ‘ PETRAKIS advised that for about one and one-half
months in late 1953, he servad as a barber at the Pontiac
EHonor Farm in the penitenhv ary, however, he dces not recall
RAY, Prior to this, he cut inmates' hair at the main
* -:prison and served thirty<three months at-Pentide from 1930
to early 19353 before being paroled., PETRAXIS advised that
he took inmate - MNCRUAN DEAN's place a5 a barbar and that -
DEAH may recall DAY,
on 5/1/09, NCRMAN DEIAH, baro,-, 927 Co&rt Street,
'Pukin, Illinocis, a formnr inmﬁue at Pontiac Penitentiary,
was shown a 1955 photogrgph of JAMES EARI, RAY without ,
. effecting an icuntlficatio“. "DRAHR dvisﬂd that he was .
“discharged from Pontisac durin~ the mlnt r 0f 1952 and newer
cut hair on the Honor Farm,: He posse d no information
regarding RAY and was not avare that RAY was confined at
Pontiac during the tire of his incarcnr tion.

[
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on 4/20/GS, CPARLES E, REED, was iuterviewed
by £A LARRY ¥, GREIZN concerning his knowledge of the present
lccation of JALEDS EARL R“Y. v - :

It is roted that tbe referenced tnletyp° containg
the address of EBEUED, as 223 -~ Oth Streat, Madison, Illinois .
This address snould be corrected to show F”ED'S address
as 202 3 - th Street, lMadisen, Illinols.

. REED stated that he was at the Pontiac State Farn,
Pon*iac, Illinﬁls, in 18562, FHe stated that he enterad
Mepard State Penitentiary at Chezter, Iilinois, in late
1949 and was subsequently transported to Pontilac Prigon, ..
‘Pontiae, 1111n0¢a,'1n iaze 1950, BEe siated he renmaimed

“thers on a farm until he was relased Auvgust 29, 1952,
 REED stated at the tine he was on the prison fsrm, there -
were about 159 porsons working there, He stated that
his job was to deliver the rail to each dormatory daily
' end that he was faniliar generally with every person
located on the farn &t that tine. . e

_ Vhen queqticned aaouc the suojcct, RﬁED stated
that he dees not recall the'name nor doss he remember - - e
associating with & person norded JAMES EARL RAY, He stated
that he vas faniliar with the ,name since it bhad been in
the news frequéntly in recent days, but it had never come
to his attention until now that RAY may have b2en &t |
Pontiac State Farn vwhlle he was thsre, ¥e furiher stated
-that he deoes not recall any particular person vho .
nay have been friends. with the subject. It is noted frem
the referenced teletypes that subject entored the
farn st Ponuiaﬂ Auzvst 12, 1852, REED recalls that he was
disnissed fron Pon:;ac, Anﬂust 29, 1952, IHe stated that
he was 19 years old a% the time he was on the farm, He further

—
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related that he Eas not kept in contact with anyone - '
he net while at thefarm and knows nothing of the vhereabouts

.of any of the inmates who were incarcerated at the farm

while he was there, v
REED is described as:

Age . Apprcxinately 38
Height. 5' 6" ’
Vieight 140
Hair Blonde, crew cut
Byes Bluse .
Conplexion Ruddish
’ ‘Linps due to a crippled riont leg -
Marital

status Single, lives with his mother

. ... at the above noted address

Erpployer Saitation worker

o riding -on sanitatioa trucks

in the }Madison-Granite City, Illinois area

REED has S brothers living in the Madison—sr»nite
City area and 1 sister. It is notsd from & crininal check
at the ladison city FD that CHARLTES E,. REZD has had soue
credit problems &3 well as being arrested for speeding
and disorderly conduct since his release fron Pontiac.
(al»o from Granite City PD recorus)

’ Q.'I, e ~ - .
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. .-.3,-.1954 when he was returned to the Illinois State
’ ~Penitentiary at Joliet, Illinois, for parole violation.'
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The following investigation was conducted by SA
ELYON H, DAVIS:

On May 2, 1968, Deputy Sheriff JOHN BLIVEN,
Mc Donough County, Macomb Illinois, advised that KENNETH
D. FOSDYCK no longer resides in Bushnell, Illinois, but
resides in Macomb, Illinois, He stated that FOSDYCK has
a criminal record and is holder of FBI #442 181 A. He.
-advised that FOSDYCK is presently employed by Burell
Florists in Macomb, Illinois and resides at 321 College
Street, Macomb, Illinois. He advised that the record
of FOSDYCK shows he was first arrested on October 14,
1948, for tampering with a motor vehicle and has later
arrests for robbery,- petty larceny, auto larceny,
probation violation; however, Deputy BLIVEN advised
that the last known arrest for FOSDYCK was on December -

He Iurnished the following physical description of

" FOSDYCK: .
Race ) ‘ White
Sex Male
Date of Birth
Height . 5'10" ,
¥Weight : e 155 pounds
Hair Lo e Black
Eyes ' A Brown
Build o Slender
Education *%x  8th Grade

\

On May 2, 1968, ELMER BURELL, Owner, Burell's Florists,
Macomb, Illinois, advised that KENNETH D. FOSDYCK is employed: by
him and has been for a number of years, He stated that FOSDYCK
~ resides at the Florist at 321 College Street, Macomb, IlIinois,
and that during the past several years FOSDYCK has been working
- ¥egularly. He advised that FOSDYCK was working during the
period of March 27, 1968, thrOugh April 4, 1968.

P
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A number of photographs of JAMES EARL RAY were
‘exhibited to ELMER BURELL. He advised that he has never
seen anyone with FOSDYCK remotely resembling RAY. He
also advised that he had never heard FOSDYCK mention RAY
and felt certain that this individual had not been in
Macomb in the recent past.

‘On May 2, 1968, KENNETH D, FOSDYCK was interviewed
at 321 College Street, Macomb, Illinois, A number of photo-
graphs of JAMES EARL RAY were exhibited to FOSDYCK. FOSDYCK
furnished the following information:

The photographs of JAMES EARL RAY are vaguely
familiar to him as someone he has seen in the past.

FOSDYCK advised that he (FOSDYCK) was assigned. to.
the Illinois State Pénitentiary Honor Farm at Pontiac;
Illinois, from September 15, 1952 until February 5, 1954.
He advised that there was not a large nupber of 1ndividuals
residing at this Honor Farm and it is quiet possible that
he knew JAMES EARL RAY vaguely during this period of time,
FOSDYCK advised that he certainly has not seen RAY since
February, 1954, and has had no information concerning RAY's
whereabouts,

Py
—
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On 5/7/68 Chief of Police DEAN'WATSON, Kewanee,
adv1sed that he knew of a DWIGHT ROWE having formerly
lived in Kewanee, but advised that he had not seen him-
in years. He further advised that both of ROWE's parents
were decéased, but that he believed ROSE V., JACABSON, 111
Hollis Street, Kewanee, was related in some way to ROWE.

On 5/7/68 Mrs, ROSE V, JACABSON, 111. Hollis,
Kewanee, ‘advised that DWIGHT ROWE was her first husband's
brother. She further advised that ROWE quite often visits
her children, but has not done so since the assassination
of MARTIN LUTHER KING. She has never heard him mention
JAMES EARL RAY. Mrs. JACABSON advised that ROWE presently
resides at 905 Third Street, Green Rock, Illinois.

On 5/7/68 attempts were made to contact ROWE, 905
Third Street, Green Rock, Illinois, but were unsuccessful.

On 5/8/68 DWIGHT PIERSON ROVWE, 905 Third Street,
Green Rock, Illinois, advyised that he had served time at
"Pontiac, Illinois but stated he did not remember JAMES
EARL RAY. He stated that to.the best of his knowledge
the first he had ever heard ‘of RAY was when his picture
appeared in the newspapers in regard to KING. ROWE advised
that he met so many other men while in Pontiac using so

many different names that he could have met RAY and not
»realized it ' r

t '. -
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VI. PRIOR THREATS AGAINST MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

P
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DAVID V. LANSDEN, Attorney, Cairo, Illinois,
advised on April 27, 1968, that he has had BENNY K, PINKSTON,
FBI #314 7431 as a cllent on 2 or 3 occasions, LANSDEN
states that PINKSTON is a heartless individual who professes to
be & separationist and usually acquires small amounts of money
from businessmen in the white community by soliciting
donations in $1 and $2 amounts to promote his separation of the
.races progran,

LANSDEN stated that PINKSTON usually carries a
quantity of JOHN BIRCH literature and distributes same
and generally operates in the Sikeston, Missouri, or
Forrest City, Arkansas area,

LANSDEN was unable to recall any conversation wherein
PINKSTON threatened the life of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,
nor does he recall PINKSTON ever consulting him as to what
might happen if he killed KING, LANSDEN states to the
best of his knowledge, PINKSTON is probably in Forrest City,
Arkasas where he has a mother and other relatives. LANSDEN
stated to the best of his recollection, he last saw PINKSTON
3 or 4 years ago.

- 153 - -
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VII, "INTEROFFICE'" LOOKALIKES AND POSSIBLE SUSPECTS
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A, VINCENT DE PALMA
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‘ On April 6, 1968, RONALD LORENZEN, Managing
Editor, Times Democrat, Davenport, Iowa, -advised he received a
telephone call from EDWARD BUMGARDNER of 917 -~ 6th Avenue,
Erie, Illinois on April 5, 1968, BUMGARDNER advised him that .
the photograph displayed on television of the assassination. suspect
appears to be that of one VINCENT DE PALMA, BUMGARDNER also
advised that he is a former Minuteman and the assassination
may have been committed by a member of the Minutemen,

e
-~
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B. CARL RICE
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JUDITH LOTT, 1103 West North Crest, Peoria,
Illinois, telephonically advised on April 5, 1968,
she viewed a composite drawing of suspect 1n slaying
of captioned individual on Channel 25 WEEK television,
Peoria, Illinois, which individual resembles CARL RICE,
Minneapolis, Minnesota., LOTT was described as:

Race ] White

Sex Male
Height 5' 11"
Age 32

Hair Blonde
Eyes Blue
Weight 155 pounds

LOTT continued by saying RICE was previously
involved in narcotics and racial matters, Heé attended
Blake School, Minneapolis, resided with father, Doctor
CARL RICE, suburb of Edina, Minneapolis, approximately 10
years ago, HARLEN BARRD, WEEK TV, Peoria, Illinois, advised
the composite drawing of suspected slayer of captioned
individual was shown on television April 5, 1968, which
drawing was from UPI Wire Photo Service,

-t
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C. VWILLIAM RAY KING
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On April 7, 1968, Detective Sergeants JOHN COLEMAN
and ROY WEST, Rock- Island POllCe Department, advised an
anonymous telephone call was received at the Police Department that
a white male wearing gold colored clothing was at the Ft.
Armstrong Hotel in Rock Island Illinois, either had a gun
or guns or nmade statements that he had killed someone
or that he had been in Memphis, Tennessee, when MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR. was killed. The voice was very muffled and
the exact comments could not be distinguished.

Both proceeded to the Hotel where they immediately
located BILLY RAY KING whom they checked for a gun., In
subsequent conversation, they determined that KING came
from Louisiana and spoke very bitterly of MARTIN LUTHER
KING, He stated he got what he deserved and when asked
if he had killed him, this person responded that even if
he had he wouldn't tell them, They décided to take him
to the Police Department for further investigation,

- i
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

S  pate__Abril 11, 1968

- BILLY RAY KING was interviewed at the Rock Island,
Illinois, Police Depariment, by ROBIRT A, WICIZWIRE and CIARL:S
E, SHITH who identified themseclves as Special Agentis of the
F5I., KING was warncd of his rights and he waived thenm as
shown on an cxecuted warning and waiver fornm,

BILLY RAY KIHG advised he has resided for ten years
_at 102 Arlington Sireeti, Lake Providence,. Louisiana, He has
been.employed as a deck hand on different boats in the Mississippi
. e River since he was 18 years of age, He stated for the last
- three months he has becn enployed as a deck hand on a towboat
for the X,G.W. Towing Company out of Greenville, ilississippi,

He added that he had becen injured on his boat
approximately twenty days ago and had been treated at the
Greenville, llississippi, General Hospital, but had been
recuperating at his home in Lalke: Prov1ucnce Louisiana,

He had recovered and arranged to catch his boat which is
the George Veathers, at 0u1ncy, Illinois. His PerSOnnel'
Director, JERRY WILSON, with the K.G.W. Towing Company in
Grcenv111e, Mississippi, had given him an airplane ticket

- from -Greenville, Mlss1551pn1, to St. Louis, M&ssour', to
Quincy, Illinois, for April 5, 1968; however, he determined
that all planes were full and was instructed to take a bus = |
‘to llemphis, Tenncssee, to catch a plane: to St, LOUlS. “He v o
left his home by 7Trailway Bus around noon on April 4, 1968
and proceeded to lemphis, Tennessee, which is about 175
miles, He arrived in Mempnls sometlme in ‘the afternoon’.
--probably around 4:00 p.m, While at the ‘Trailway Bu$ Depot,
the riots broke out due "to the shooting of MARTIN 'LUTHER

" KING. He advised that the ‘bus depet was closed, There
was no busses allowed to leave or enter and the people in

- the bus depot were forced tc remain in the depot all night
long. He advised that the depot was only two or three
blocks from the Lorrzine Motel in Memphis, Tennessee, where
KING was shot. He advised that he knows where this motel
is located as. he had stayed' there on prev1ous occasions,

He added that it was general knowledge in all the papers

that Dr, MARTIN LUTHER KING was in demphls and stayinﬂ at-
the lorraine Motel,

- ,s' o V ’ _‘ / VE
on___4=-7-68 ot Rock Island Illinois Files, SI 44-561 _
SA CHARLES E, SuITH L
s SA ROBZIRT A, WICKWIRE - /ras Date dictated___4=9=68 =
This decument conteins neither r dations ;-m’ snclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned ta your agency:
It end its centents sre net to be distributed outside your agency. -
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: KING stated that he did not’ shoot MARTIN LUTHFR
.KING but hastily added even if he had done so, he would not
tell, He also stated that MARTIN LUTHER KING got just what
he deserved and that the people in the North are getting
just what they deserved on this racial problem as they
caused the whole thing., When asked if he was a member of
the KKK, KING stated thqt he was not a member but also
added even if he was, he would not tell,

: KING then stated during the early hours befor

daybreak the busses started to move and he was able to

take a tax1 to the airport. He recalled that the fare

was somewhere around $4.65, When he arrived at the air-

port, he determined that there was only one plane that he

could catch to Quincy, Il1lindis; however, this plane was

full and he was placed on stand by. When the plane left

and he could not get on, he then made a long distance

telephone call to his boss JERRY WILSON who then told him

to catch a bus to St. Louis and a bus to Quincy where he

could catch the boat, He advised that he. took a cab back

to the bus depot where he boarded a Trailway Rus for St,

Louis, Missouri, He advised this was early in the morning

and arrived in St, Louis sometime around noon., He then

caught a bus from St, Louis to Quincy; however, this bus

made many different stops and'he arrived too late in Quincy -

to catch the boat, He then took another bus to Rock Island,

Illinois, where he now .waiting for the: boat wnlch is due to

arrlve at 12 OO midnlbht.r . - '
KING stated: that he owns a 1967 brlght .blue Mustangv

which is at his home at Laké. Providence, Louisiana. He

explained that the papers for this car are in the name of

his friend TRAVIS SHEFFIELD, who lives approximately three

blocks away on Foster Street. He stated he bought this car

from SHEFFIELD and is making the payments but he has not

had the papers changed over.to his name, The car is at his

home,. -KING also admitted that he -owned a ,38 nlstol and a

shotzun which are both at his: home,

The followin" description was obtaiﬁed fron
observation and interview- : Do

.t : . .
. - 162 -
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Name
Sex
Race
Date of Birth
. Place of Birth
Height
Weight
Hair
- Eyes
Complexion
Address

Occupation
Education
Marital Status
Employment

Mothexr
Arrests

BILLY RAY KING
Male
White

]

St. Joseph, Louisiana

6t1m

185 pounds

Dark Brown, Curly

Blue

Medium to ruddy

102 Arlington

Lake Providence, Louisiana

Deck Hand, Towpoat

Seventh Grade

Single : ,

K.G.W, Towing Company
Greenville, Mississippi
GERTRUDE IRITH

Admits juvenile arrest

before the age of 18 for
assaulting a Negro police
officer in Lake Providence,
Louisiana, explaining he beat
this officer with a pipe, secrved
nine months in a reform school
at Monroe, Louisiana;

Admits arrest at the age of 18
for carrying a pistol at Lake
Providence, Louisiana, fined
$200.00 and $37.Q0 costs and
.two years probation,
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D. UNKNOWN SUSPECT
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TOM MOSS, Chief of Police, Kankakeé, Illinois, advised
on April 5, 1968, he received an anonymous telephone call
stating that a young white man staying at the West Lane Motel,
Marion, Arkansas, had told a female employee of this motel that
he was a Chicago police officer and that he was on his way
to assassinate MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, No further information
was obtained from the anonymous telephone call.
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E. ALLEN RICHARD THAYER
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The Springfield, Illinois Police. Department, on
April 8, 1968, advised ALLEN RICHARD THAYER was in custody
and that he fits the general description of the individual
who shot MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, THAYER interviewed
this date by Bureau Agents and he advised he could
not account for his whereabouts on the pertinent dates
as pertained to this case, He did advise, however,
that he had been traveling across the United States for
several weeks and that to the best of his knowledge he was in
Denver, Colorado on the day that he heard that KING had been
assassinated. THAYER advised at no time was in in Alabama
or Tennessee this year, THAYER and companion were traveling
in a 1959 gold Chevrolet,

THAYER 1s described as:

Height - 5' 11"

Weight * 155 pounds

Hair Dark brown
combed straight back -

Eyes Blue

Complexion Dark

Tattoo "+ Skull and crossbonds
left forearm

Previous arrests Armed robbery

Ontario Canda
breaking and entering
Hartford, Connecticut

risto Connecticul

’ THAYER advised he knows nothing concerning the murder
of KING nor has he any animosities-toward KING. The Springfield
Police Department filed charges.against THAYER for defraud1ng
an innkeeper,
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F, WILLIAM LOHMEYER
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On April 9, 1968, discreet investigation was
conducted re WILLIAM LOHMEYER, Route 1, Strawn, Illinois.
Information was developed LOHMEYER has been in the Strawn
Y1llinois area, during the pertinent period re captioned
mattero : .

LOHMEYER is described as:

Race ' White

Sex Male

Age . 43

Height 5' 9"

Weight 165

Complexion Ruddy

Hair Brown
Burr cut

Build Medium - stocky
round facial features

Occupation Farmer

Well respected in community
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G, J, J, TRARES
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stop at Cairo, 1111n01s.

JEROME J, TRARES, is described as:

Race
Sex
DOB
Height
Weight
Hair

Employer

White
ale

”

230 pounds

Brown, graying _

bald, front and top

4 Sheryl Drive,

East St., Louis (Caseyville)
Illinois

U.S, Gypsum

salesman of building materials
to wholesalers

Was in Memphis, April 2-4, 1968
to contact BILL WOOD at

lumber yard owned by

JOHNSONS, owners,

Holiday Inn Mofel Chain
Driving 1968 Green Ford

4 door registered to

U.S. Gypsun

TRARES departed Memphis at 4:00 P,M, April 4, 1968,
arriving at residence 10:30 P ,M, the same date after

Due to varience “in physical and car description and
departure time, he does not appear identical to the
unknown subaect.
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H, UNKNOWN SUSPECT
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I. ROBERT L, PLUNK
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. . PLUNK, white male, age 34, born ‘
, 5' 10" tall, 160 pounds, dark brown hair,
receding, brown eyes, was a passenger on train number 6 IC Railroad

to St. Louis, Missouri, at 5:00 A.M, this date, April 11, 1968,
PLUNK briefly interviewed at Carbondale, Illinois, in view of
information furnished' by train personnel indicating PLUNK resembled
artist's sketch of assassin of Dr. KING., PLUNK boarded
IC passenger train #10 out of Jacksonville, Florida, at Corinth

. Mississippi with a round trip ticket to St. Louis. He was with
his mother, EULIA PLUNK and resides at RR 2, Michie, Tennessee.
PLUNK produced a letter from Veteran's Administration Hospital
(vah) St. Louis, Missouri, addressed to ROBERT L, PLUNK,
RR 2, Michie, Tennessee, requesting him to report for
physical re disability claim, PLUNK has TB was a Korean
war veteran and had prior chest operation for TB at Murphyreesboro,
Tennessee, VAH. The letter directed PLUNK to report VAH
A 139, out patient service, 915 North Grand, St. Louis,
Missouri, April 11, 1968, PLUNK claims he does
not work due to physical condition, PLUNK obviously in
poor physical condition and had difficulty in moving and
breathing,
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J. A, J, CONSOLINO
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e

) ‘On April 13, 1968, LEO{ARD YORMORNY Manager,
Lipsett Steel Products Company, 2520 East Zord Street,
Granite City, Illinois, advised that D, L, PETERSON 1s
actually a D, L. Peterson Leasing Company, Baltimore,
Maryland, and the automobiles for Lipsett Steel Products
Company are leased through the D. L., Peterson Leasing
Company.

He advised that the Lipsett Steel Products
Company and the Luria Brothers and Company are the same
conpany,operating out of 2520 East 23rd Street, Granite
Clty, Illinois,

He said A, J. CONSTANTINO was an employee of the
Lipsett Stell Products Company and that CONSTANTINO was
residing at the Executive Apartments at 10038 Executive
Drive North, St. Louis, Missouri, and woull not be returning
back to the company until April 15, 1968, . He further - °
advised that CONSTANTINO was the only employee of the
company who took travelling assignments. He advised that

" 1he did not have any informatdion concernlng the 1968
/ Illinois license 411809 at the present time.
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K. UNKNOWN SUSPECT, AKA RICHARD GALT

- ™

- 178 -~

*« -’

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI 44-561

MVAvew cnne

Gy -

On this 1282, KEINITH DUwbie, ave.
Neoxth Mowth Sivest iz, telephono number
6201577, on the Faonia Rooident
Azency to advize % a rodio bunoadesst faren
a Loeivgfiold sing nois, not identiific

giicls
while dz riving frcm this date,
e reealled the coiuas
locnte an iadld vzdra

ol B,rl'n:Laﬂ, Alnhaza,

O 0
"7

.t

wwan workinz cut
g a former
i

KO0 s BRI o i

i
b“h“u, and ke innediately recal ividual known to
him as RICIALED GAYIY (nhonetic) gailed with on
tne £3 Iudson .ol ithe Viciory T n ILine, llew York
City in Docember of 1031 to.¥eh &2, cn o voyaze
to Spain and refura to Port Awxihuy, Texs He advised 0
he and this individual lnown to him as RICIED GALT wewe
beth monbers of the Sazaiarers International Union, Moblle,
Alabana, whose maticnal oifice is DRroo ’lyn, liew fbrh.
Ll
He ndvised he and another sezman named TOBY.)AJCY
of llobile Alabumpn, ond alzo a mamber of the s2id unicn,
discuzsed racinl mmiters and relzgieia natiers and politics
at length, dL *ing the above vo OFag2. iz stuated there were
four Yegweas in the crow of approximatsly 40 nmen and that |, i
" ke, ﬁEW*LE Qnd DALCY were the only tw iwho assoeiaied with --- - v

GAIT (PUICNETIC). T R

.
. "‘

. X _
He describad this ihdividual as follows
. Y -
Age . Approximataly 40-42 years of age at
 this time _ | o
CHedght ™ B o | e meomumemeas i el
 Veizhat 165 L , : o 5
Build -  Thin & ‘§ o . -
. Casnal 'diceszor, had excellent knowledge
. ' of hand guns and had excellienit knowledze X
v of Euronaan countries, __..1 .~ {—T2%

- 179 ‘=

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ed that this individual had rel“ied

¥
Es. algo advised that he was an

NEVBLE advis
adied for the priesthood in Chicago, I11,,
kS

Guring his et

23
that he had siz
r
experienced ve

. TBYBLE was conizcted in person by Sis ELIAS
VILLINLS, ar., and the writer, and he couid add no
~additional informatlon fo the above. _

0

»

. .." | |
<z e
LA .
) A K X
S T
. ‘:\ e -
’ Y
) .
. LN
5 by
b
- e s
»
.
- ; m...v “.;‘,‘." e i —
- 180 - -
- we S ; » .
pr——. P ) ’
b o L

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI 44-561

KENNETH NEWBLE, 1817 North North Street, Peoria,
Illinois, viewed on April 18, 1968, a composite photograph
of ERIC STARVO GALT. He advised this individual is definitely
not the crewman which he had reference to aboard the SS Hudson
in December, 1961, to February, 1962, He advised there is distinct
differences in the hair and facial features, NEWBLE is of the
opinion he knew the crewman as RICHARD GALT and cannot offer
explanations or suggestions as to which crewman he may have made
reference . to, He advised he recalls RICHARD SANTAMOUR, also a
crewman, who is definitely not identical with the individual
he had reference to, Based on NEWBEL's statements, after viewing
a conposite photograph of ERIC STARVO GALT and in the absence of
any recorded crewman named GALT. no further investigation to
locate this individual will be conducted.
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L, CLOYD DRAKE

< 5
Yy
(3 .
R - -
. !
LI
by
R
‘l
- 182 -

- 1™

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176





