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. Invooti:!ation by FA RC{nZ?.T BVJ7,I RASCOE nt \linchc~tcr, 
Xllinois, rcveo.lod on ~lS-CS :tlmt both lic~nso plntc□, 
CG 60'38, nro 0:1 l0G2 whito Chav;:ol~t B31-Airo h~dtop. Si1eh 
is in ncco.i:c~nco t1ith .rqoords of n:sv at s11rinz;~iol~, _ cho~:-:cd 
4-1'1-:-S8. Cat" duly registered to CLOYD, DRAXE, Winchester-. 
Illinoi~J.. . 

ttrs. ~RAKE interviewed •.. _ Gb,e advised be~. _hu:;b'lnd 
recently p:tsscd ri.1m1 and tl1at only sho ~.nd h!;lr husband over 
US3d the aut.o.. S1lo :Zurthor ndvised tha-t. th-~ car dc:fini-tely 
bas not boon to Cll~.c::f::o;'nna ·tha.t the plates tave ii:ot·• boon 
removed or uood on a..,y d~e~ nuto. 

. •· 
\ . .. 

No further !nvehtig~tion being conducted in vie~ of 
d!scropancy in description hf auto seon in Chicnio and that 
of D3A!Q;'~ nuto. · 
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M. JOSEPH CLAYTON MONTAGNE 

V 
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Information was received from the Jackson 
Division, on April 19, 1968, that Pascagoula, 
Mississippi Police Department stopped an individual driving a white 
Corvair bearing 1968 Illinois license DG 3109. The driver 
identified himself as JOSEPH CLAYTON MONTAGNE. MONTAGNE 
was accompanied by another white male whose identity was not 
determined. MONTAGNE indicated he was a music'ian and 
the other person indicated he was a seaman and they were 
both heading for New Orleans. 

The officer who stopped the above individuals said 
that MONTAGNE resembled the photo of GALT and that after hearing 
a description of JAMES EARL RAY having a scar in the middle of 
his forehead he believed that MONTAGNE might be RAY as he 
recalled MONTAGNE having such a scar. No further description 
was available on MONTAGNE or the other person. 

Auto Registration Section records, Springfield, 
Illinois, revealed 1968 Illinois license DG 3109 is registered 
to RAYMOND HILLBURN, 6039 North Ridge, Chicago, Illinois for 
a 1956 Dodge, Four door, VIN 32233139. Auto reg;J.sttation 
and drivers license checks re MONTAGNE negative. 

Drivers License Section records re HILLBURN 
describe him as: 

Name 
Address 
Chicago, 
DOB 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 
Drivers 

RAYMOND MITCHEL HILLBURN 
.,, 1254 Leland, 

Illinois . 
• 1- ... 

# '! ~5-,-_-l-O---c"•-
\160 pounds 

Brown 
Blue 

license# H41673340187 
: ~uspended since 3/10/68 
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N • PA UL STANLEY BOOTHBY 
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Ro: P.:1"£:U.: ET.fJU.e!;Y BCOTl::BY 
S'.:spect 
Cli:1t6n, lllir.~1.s . 

I-~ 

Cn 4/10/03, Sh~r:i.f~ C!,t.lD:13 B:1RR:S1"1', Dot:itt County 
r.··•.,.., ... 1.11.r.J..fr.,. Q•?-..~i"-'il Cl-it•<f•~'l '!"lli\'•"J.0 ~ ,-·:.•·ri"'·'·''·J "''!'.'IV ~ .. ,,.;~,.- •• 
1i.,.·~ ,..-1. -..4 ~ .... ..., ....,,,__ f .,.. • t.,Vt , A _ • .._.,v ,,::, I ~ • .,.. v ....» -i - .,..;~ I w.~""- ....... ;, 

f -1.~,,., Tl 1 '1,-..o~~ ❖ h~•t 1~{".\ 1"'"'':l 1·1 c1••-:•1·0~,y o~e 1-..··, 7rr. r.:.•I•.:'~.~i.'.:·,,. .-.-~ .. w, _ ...... 7- ... .&.....-.f u ... :.-;... .......... .l"-4 , ~~,"" .,, ~• r,..,,t,.,,.. ........... '"--.• 
r;::JT::JY t.'ilO hnd b~-:;~ n1•r~stcd by th•~ r.:.:.::a tt co~_Jpty :::::.-=:riff 1 3 

Of:llco autho1 .. itic.s tlt Cli::r,9n; Illi.noi~. St~bjcct h:id been 
ridinr; a frsiz!lt tl"td..n frc:.1 f'.?l'inaficld, llli.uois to. Cliritoll, 
Illi:-:ois, illc:3";illy und \,:13 nrrc.nt~d c,;1 loc~l ch:lrG~3. l::\:!t::T;l' 
n,h .. i:3ccl t11:1t :::i1hjoct r.a:;;cr.ibled J .. ::,2::s J.;t:l~ lt\Y, also l:uoi.::n n:::; 
1-;n!C ST.:\I:VO GJLT. 

Subjoct P.t1ur;, £T,'r;.1LEY DCOTlIDY -was f inr;arpri1,tc·d U:r . 
Do~Utt c~unt:, Sh:,.rif.f 's Qifica ~ml t.'M-3 int-orvior:~d by rnx · 
A&cnta :Lu Clinton, lll;lnq:f..G, at D,~1'Jitt Ccimty. Jail.· . 

. .f, . .: 
' . . - 1 ,~ During intarvio·~, ~ubjact ndv:tzod that h3 ~,as n .:.,~ra-

phis, Tc.r.mezsco, on 4/3/68 tlirough •:l:/12/63. Ea stat<:d tlla t bo 
had left Chicn~o, Illinois on th~ 7th of April by frai~at train 
en route: to llcnp:iis to call a pint of h:ts blood for $15. 00. 
Subject atlvi:sed that ha .h:id · traveled tru.~,mgho-ut tho Uni tod 
Stat(;~ by· hor,9i:ig f.t•eiz!lt .. tra;J.ns n:id he ful.d zo c!on~ this tor 

. tho p:ist t\'..'O yc:::t1•!J ni:u ind' h!ld· \;.-Ol':.:~d. in ;!:'.lUY sbtca doin~ 
odd jobs;: Subject :i<lvised that he u,11s in Chi~io on ~.t/•1/JO 
tthere ho T1or~ed :for Ealp Unli~1tc1 Corporation. Eubje~t nd­
v1oed that while be t.,':lS in l!;2mphis, Ta:iaessae, ho rc::»iasd at 
tho ?l1ssion at Lont.?cn and •2:od §tl'"eot. S:ibject ndvis~d t.hat. 
ho had no 1nforntion ra the d'c-tith cf _l!tlR'l,.Ill LU'I.il2R KIUG, JR. 
nor did ·1:0 Imou of ~yone ~ho mizht have parti~ipatcd in the 

· killlnJ;: - . . ., .... _~--~-·-·· ---~·-........ ---·-·· --__._ .. _.,..._.---. ••---•'----·-··-,'"'.'":'"'---r . ; --· . . . . . 
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·. 
'Ille follottil'~i: <foacription of tho subject ,.:an 

t?!l"cuzll cb!::~1·v:1tion nnd intc1•vio;v: 

. P:1Ut ST.tl!l'Llrl B00TL.TilY 
\7£IlT::] 
lu)L~ 

,· S'lC" 
155 LBS. 
JfJLY 11, 1031 · 

L~FT I:!A!-Il) 
I:'I10:E!?l'Hl!IT CL .. '\DSIF!C~:.T!C:r: 

11 

Th'\ f;;ZID· ~ns~·· DOliALI>·EOOT!!DY .. 
1124 FZ'rl .5Tfw1;l:.T . 

,., L:tr.I.\., OiilO. 

Subject's p!!r3nts \tare contacted telophouictt.!lyc and 
t!1ey n<1vi::;od thnt tho a~::;cription of :CCO'l~Y 1t:ao identic:tl 

· vith that of· th.?;t.r son nnd at:tted that he hnd left h¢.:ie Q.bt>tit 
· 'tli-o years, a~"t>- :iollo:1J.11e 1t0mo family problems. · · 

. \ \ '•.~ . . . ~ . --- )1~ 
.:..- ----.--~---:-"--~·__.;_...~--\..:.,.,;.._~,:..:-----~~---·-------~ 

1,---i·· ... ··.· ... · .. ·.·· .. ··. . ' ' 

" ,,. ' -
. . •, • . I 

..... 
t·.-..,-···. t' " 

•' . 

l<~ 111 .• 
: . •- ·\ ~ 

• 

L 
::11· ·.·• . . 

-;·., 

:-i~Y:'.;;::.~tt:\:··. 
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o. UNKNOWN SUSPECT, AKA J. CARNAHAN 
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On April 29, 1968, Motor Vehicle Bureau, Springfield, 
Illinois, advised 1968 Illinois license B291617 was issued· to 
JAMES J. MC GOVERN, 10023 West Devon, Rosemont, Illinois 
for 1966 Chevrolet Fleetside Panel Truck, VIN C2546Fl63402 
Drivers license listed as M216 450 3056, Social Security 
number 

1967 Illinois license B291617 issued to GEORGE WARD, 
Route 2, D Street, Murphysboro, Illinois,. for a 1956 Ford pickup 
truck, VIN Fl0V6G25421, drivers license listed as Wl5662349765258. 
This license originally issued for 1954 Ford Pickup in.which 
driver's license listed as Wl56623497652585. These 
are not Illinois drivers license. 

Drivers license section, Springfield, advised 
drivers license number M216 4502 3056 issued February 14, 
1968, to JA1IBS J. MC GOVERN. This chauffeurs license expires 
March 7, 1969 and described~~i ~' 10", 190 pounds, 
brown hair, blue eyes, DOB application reflects 
he is self employed and dba •• c Govern Motor Service, 
Rosemont, Illinois. 

Drivers license number W632 3TWL13 5234 issued 
December 8, 1967 to GEORGE L. WARD, 103 Third Street, 
Murphysboro, Illinois, and license expires December 8, 1968 
and describes him as 5' 11", 190 pounds, brown hair, hazel 
eyes, DOB 

.'. \ 
·1, . 

. ~\ ,,; 

., '" 
\ 
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P • JAMES E. BODKER 

•· 
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Illinois Drivers License B326 4453 3030 issued 
June 2, 1967 to JAMES E. BODKER, 14341 South Avalon, Dalton, 
Illinois will expire January 30: 1971 and describes him 
as male, born I ~' 10", 175 pounds, 
brown hair, green eyes, occupation - construction laborer. 
Records reflect license. was suspended December 12, 1967 for 
an accident. It was again suspended in February, 1968 for three 
moving violations· but is presently clear and valid. 

:,.:./ .; t 

..; 
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Q. WILLIAM A. MARSHALL 

,,; 

" 
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. On May 17, 1968, Mr. WOODROW THOMPSON, Parts 
Manager, employed 23 years with Rust International, Inc., 
International Harvester (I-H), Inc., Industrial Tractor, 
and Equipment Company, 1803 West Washington Street, 
Bloomington, Illinois, advised that there has never been 
a WILLIAM A. MARSHALL or any employee by the name MARSHALL 
with the Rust International Company at Bloomington, Illinois. 
He related there is no other International Harvester Dealer in 
the Bloomington, Illinois area. THOMPSON further advised that 
the closest representative for the International Harvester 
Company is L.' c. BARNETT, District Manager, International 
Harvester Company, 505 Rock Island Road, Peoria, Illinois. 
Records of credit bureau in Bloomington, Illinois; Police Department, 
Bloomington, Illinois; Mc Lean County Sheriff's Office, 
Bloomington, negative. A search of city directory and telephone 
directory failed reveal any listing for WILLIAM A. MARSHALL 
or similarity. 

Also on May 17, 1968, Mr. L.1 C. BARNETT, 
District Manager, I-H, Four Zero Five Rock Island 
Road, Peoria, Illinois, advised that his office covers the 
Northern 60 counties for the State of Illinois which includes 
Bloomington, and his records reflect no one by the name 
WILLIAM A. MARSHALL as being an employee of his or as being 
a francbi.se dealer in his district. BARNETT further advised 
he knows of no recent employee transfers from his district 
to the State of California. BARNETT stated that any further 
checks re MARSHALL should be directed to I-H 
Home Offices, 401 Nort~_Mi~higan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. 

- 194 -
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VI I I•' MISCELLANEOUS 

"',\ ·.,. 
~t 

\ 

\ 
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A~' ROBERT HOOD STRADER 
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-..... . . . 

; I 

On thi-s dr,. te llrs. RC2ERT STn.tmER. of Lexington, 
Illinois, telephone 309 335-3148, telephonico.ll;T contacted the 
office·concorning this tiattsr •.. l!rs. ST!?.AD!in, who ~ounded 
consido1•ably upset e::.ot1on~lllt., ndvised she e::pected J:or 
husb!?.nd to return hc.:e fro~ Detroit so~::9tit:~ late this nftci:noon 
nnd u~nted to know whoth~r or not ~a bould assure thnt his 
idontity would be protected in 1·ei;ard to any 1n:?orr.:at1on · 
provided to us. concorning t~.s ··" .. utIU case. ?.1rs. S'l'P.J..DER also 
aslt<>d trhnt ·kind of protoctio e could tive to her husoa.:Q,d 
Vh? felt his life vas in• ger. , ,, 

Urs. STRADER was advised that any infori:m.tion • 
furnished to this Bureau in confidence would cartninly bo 
protected but that ·we wore in.no position to physically guard 
her husband and if.he felt his life was 111 danger this ttna 
a natter he should ta!.e up with local authorities, however, 
we vere desir'QUs of intervietting him concerning any valuable 
inforoation he tiight have in re3nrd to this.case and vould do 

· so at his convenience ~pon his arrival. Urs. BT.i1ADER a4~1sed 
she would have her husband contact .the of~ice upon·hia arrt•al 

·· ·· · at Lsxtngton ,· l llino1a. .1 She nr, also furnished the 11:tt1e of the 
Sl'.A at Bloomington nnd of-.. the vh~reabouts o:t our offico ;there. · 

. . . . / . . . . · .. •. ·!'·i... ' . . 

. llrs. STRADER sta·t~d. sha a.nil her husband were passins 
through 1:emphis e. t the ti::ne MARTIN LUTm:R KUtG was slain. Ber 

· lraband allegedly overheard a conversation e.mong five individual• 
one of who:a he claims resembles tho published. photogl"nph ot UY, 
the subjeet, in this case, . ip which they talked about the killl~ • 

. . Subsequently,. lnst Sunday nigl!t their car was. ibroken into and · 
on !Ionda.y he claims he TmS f o1lpwed ti-o:o Lexington to J>etroi t · 
by a tan Chev.~olet, the registr~tion number o:t vl1ich he was 
unable to obtain. This c~ con~ined two individu:ilo \VhOl!l · 

........ - -~ .: 
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. . 
4e J~d not recog11ize and at a rest stop these men took. a sh(JL 
~ ?d n 1.>u t did not hit him because he "hit the ground ff. u~ 
··,1 .. · fears he is in grave danger for his personal safety because 
t~~ has information about the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KIND. 

I ; 

. }lrs. STRADER was advised immediately upon her husband's 
rclurn she should co~tact this office and we would set up a 
mutually· agreeable tiine and place during•which we could interview 
her husband concerning this matter. 

. . . 

. ,~ .... ,., ', -...... ~ 
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' 

-,,~:::=-;:-----'.'r:···J.~Gn;; ~~~~;~I~~Tn~~':m, t1ife of 'no:sm-tT llCOD S'mAD2l1, < 

tr.ls contacted at the ros!.dence o:t' her father, E. P. CAR1lIC1IA1.1Li· . 

/

. Routo tJl, l.e:r:inzton, Illinois, on· 4/30/68. Mrs. STr.ADE:'t- nd"1i~cd 
sho n.nd her husband were at the CAmIICP...tUL resiclonca tbi:, ·,·.~e!:critl · .. 

I of 1/20-22/60. She ndvisod that on the night of 4/21/GS 01· 
o :u·ly :aornin:;: of -e./22/6$ be1• husband .wa$ a11al-:rJnod by th.J tlr.,;,,:, / + 
b~r~in;:: outside the fnrm residsnue which is looat~d up n !;~;; iAn~1 
01:0-ho.l:f- nile fr01a tho 1i1nin rural road. She nu vised her hu:~'.;:t ,:<! · 
and. hot· :Eath~r • E. P. CAm.-tICI-u\EL, \.tpon mnltiug a so:i.rcl\ of tb! .· · 
outsido nroa,· fou~ that the STR.t\D~n•s 1967 Oldsmo~ilo Volt:,, •\:~•~ · 
crc-:-t1 colored ,11th blM.:lt vinyl· top, had bean brokon into. :'i•::. 
~·:RADER t\dvised nothi~ was missin~ fro.-u the car and no c,~c t::1s 
lcoatcd or soen in t]lo nrea. J.trs. STRJ\D2ll advised her husb:rnd ', 
Jp:ft alono/ froia tho Ci\IUIICII.:UL residence on the morning of .-!/~2/Jc 
eti routt'Y1).~tro1t,. litichiga~. .,, . · · · · ._--. •. • 

' •·· ····Ur•. STRADER a.dvi:.,ed:'t~_at in a short period of ti:\o~, . 
__ .,itr. STR.\Dl::R roturned to the C/ .... ~,lC~L :11esidence. Upon his return, 

_________ .....__ .......... _-l,t..._,,·~·---~.._.,___..........,....._--..: .... ~~~ 

.. 
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STRP.D3n stated h~ had fo~md n ,not.e._ in ~lla;_ree;assed e.rea. o:f t~c· 
spc~do::ictor of 111::1 cn.i-. ( .. Irs. &Tl?ft.Dilli po:f.n~s.d· out tht.tt tho ~?.:';: :>.'·: .• 
h:t3 b~an ?:i·o~:·3-n.; tho2.•sfore, her hu:3band tni.s not 110:,:,~ally nt tl·:.c~ct 
to th•:J ::;pcadc::-..1ator). Sh0 relntacl thi3 note was r.lado up of ,~-o~·c::. c:.:-t 
frc:t ne\n;p~~p~:i.--z a~°'..::l J:•2rrt-T:d on t)'lo b~.c!~ of a pc3ket cnlenclor. (un'..!.:Jh:. 
to do:ncr:!.bo t!1.a calend::tr). Hrs. ·STR.8ZR said the note 1·e~ld in · 
substanc!3, "I:l you ao to .:t.he pol:tc·a or the FBI you will bs killed." 
l!rs. S12.:".':)3~ .a~7ised ho-r hush?.n.d, after retu:r~1ing wi.th the note,· . · 
p;-o~~eded en route natroi t, Hichigan, and after a aho1·t p3ricd of 
tine h~d. eJ;;,sed, he· telephonically' cont=ictod h~r, s!ating ha uns at . . 

. t~a _Holiday Inn, Bloo::1i113ton, Illinois. !Irs. • S'l~P.D.i.:.R stated her husb;.1.!~~-'. 
infori:lcd he1• that upon l'"ench.inz tho~ road one 1;iile north of tlla · 
CA!UIICIL:\EL residerice, nnd noute ·ea) , ll~ sau 2 1956 or 1D67 Chov1•olet, 
tan in color, no lic3nss in:fot':rn:l;ion 7 v,ith two n0n in tho car, pnrl:e:il 
nlonz the road. tir.s. STRAl1ER stated hei• h1.1sb~nd told hei .. that this 
car followed hira en routs Bloomington. llo,·,~w.sr, they did not turn 
into the. Holiday. Inn -when be did. ?Jrs. STR!..t':1~3 advised· hor husband 
then told her ha was proceod:f.~s on to Dat1•oi t, . l~ichiz:iu. 

/ 

1frs. STnAD'.ml? advised u:pon cUs-cussinz above with her parents, 
hor ttotbe1•, llrs. E. P. c.r..rmICllAEI., stn.·ted she hnd noticed n la.ts 
model, ten car, naking several trips on the main rurnl rond naar 
the C!ut'JICIL'\EL i·esidence on ihe early mqrninfl of 4/22/GS. · ·· 

Hrs. S'l?u1DER advised th~t on the nighi of 4/22/63 hor · 
· husband telopbonicnlly contacted her, but he· r1ould · not disclose, h_is 
location as he stated ha T:as afraid to tn3ntion his lo~ation over tha, 
phone. /She related her husband told her that. ~e stopp3d at .a. rest 
s-top area after l ~aving Indianapolis, Inc1iar1n·. 'Upon leavin~ his Cat' .. 
and wnlld.ng the ·direction..:'of.,'the man's restrocn:1, he snv a tan . 
autoz:19bile occupied by two. n1~~ driving very slo..,,. He stated at this··· 
ti.n3 ti1e· rider in this automob'ilo fired..: a shot nt hir.1. STr-...m:r.m told 
his wife tha shot just missed g13 ear and ho, STRADER, hit tha · 
grouud r:here ho laid as if he had ··.been hit. S'mADE..1? stated that the 
tan cnr disappeared and he has not seen it since. · . . --~ -:~- . , 

. ltrs. STRADER. statsd her, husband· believesth.is action WY 
du·e· to his bei:n~ 1n the ·l'len•a _restl'.'~Olll at the C-ulf Truck Stop, 
JA,banon, Ten:iassee, on 3/27/t!i'J, .. 'rll\ere he allegedly ovsr:1~ard five men 
plannin~ to kill ·Dr. ll.ARTIN L'UTIIEll KING, JR. Mrs. STP.ADE.i1 stat$d her. 
husband told her that one· of the aen in the restroom was lli\Y; whom .;, 
be recognized Llfter RAY'• photograph was publish~d. She stated he . ·· 
further informed her .th.Jit he v1ould b&. 11:>le to recognize the· other· m:ea ' 
he o:s, ln the restr00t1.. · Mrs. STR.Anmt··advised she ret;:alls bein:r at the · 
Gulf ·Truck Stop #lt. Lebanon• T9~nesscf1 .~ .on 3/29/68., . She .st~ted .upon·• · · ·~ 
tk_eir leav111: the truck st.9p • her husband did. not 211.tati~ to h•r au,bli,j 

. op,.-rtn: of the a>laJI to: ~:1 _~I?~'. . She _.,tate4 ~ does· reoaU 117)(,i;' -
. • 199~ - . •, -.~. ",-'' 

-- ~.,4 -,•:;-' ¾-,,2.i..:""":\ 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



lb.'s~ STR,"..1El! iidvised her husband return~d to thn c.:::~ r 
rcsieenoe at !.w:.::i11~ton, Xllinois,. on Friday, IJ./26/68 • r,t!-:!:·e ~; -~ · : :·: . ,. "' 
until the i:torninz of Saturday, 4/27/f:8, at which ti:r.3 :3T:::r: :: ... 
bis _1.:ot;.1cr-•in-l:1;;1 hn.'1 r:.n ~Zl.!:i'l;.int over Mrs. S~t..n~"1's son t,•,· :-. • 
prcvio~s n~rr:t~:-;a. Mi~s. Ct\11!lI~IAEL told 8'.i:ll.ADZR to lc~va, ·t :. ~c !1 < .•. 

. 1.trs. STnl:.DER stnted she told her husband· she b d co~~:--.-:: . ~ 
Ur• DOtflLD T • SULLIV.iUJ, Acsistnnt Special /igent in Ch:ir.;i-o, Cr, d :: : i: ~ 
.Office of tlla FBI, nnd thnt lle, STtt::DER, should call 1.!r. S:J!.i.,!",•.-.•i 
nnd set up ali appointr.:~nt; thnt Yl'.'. SM,LIVJ'..rt had in;torr.:,:,d h~:-r t.:~ 
would mnlce nn nppointtleut to l:last S?.rutDE!l nt any. loco.tio~ o~ :i. t 
any tu:~ T;hen STrt!iD~U Tl?.s nvnilable. · Mrs. S'fP..ADEil stated her ht:•:;) 
told. hsr he ttns nfraid to ntte~,pt to meet with FBI .. i\::eut[;•; r~ 1; .. t • · ! 
he vr.s b3in3 follor:od. Ura. STRilDlm. ~tated she Vi:is unablcLt.Q r.c~::~,~··, .. :~ 
her husb:1nd to ra!l!,e. arranz~ents for a in~et1ng t:1ith the '.ZiBI. s~~~· 
advised her hus~p_nd is vory tmch intel•ested in obtainir.:: protectlo~! 

llrs •. STi?J\D:311 advised of so..~9 ot her husbs.11d 1 s nct!.viti,:-r:,. .·· 
which are not concerning the: murder of Dr. KI.UG. Sha advised th:it 
she does not know all of her husband's business and that she ia 
he bns not t~ld her all he knows. · 

, . Drs. STilADt.R advised her husband is acquainted TTi th 
STAIUtS of Datoa Roug3, Louis1anat who told ST!UD~R ~n. the 1S\U'li.i:l?l" ot. .· 
lb67 .th;,.-t there were seva.;al.,;t>usineesl'!.l&D in the area ·of. B..1.ton •· 
louisin.na, who 11ere takin~ up. a collection to· obtain 1.1onoy to 
XIEG usassinated. Urs. · a,r~~ advised -her. busbabtl ~s -.·ell 
1n the Baton n<>uge an4 Denba.tt ~prinss. -l.ouis1ana. ::l.rea. Sho f;,t .. 

he was, in the ~er of 1967, at,~ected·with the E.C •. Donr.cll •·, .· ... ,. 
Consnuction Company o~ DaDham Springs, La., 'Which va.s· doin7. C<-''!'t!.tr1i 1t ~-. ~'. 
work for. the . telephone •cotnpany:. She related E. c. :comm~ lixc•L tu,,/< tl:~1 
Dalla&,. Te~as. She related DO?:TNnL had ·.an equipment rente).l ~n;:n.:•.~_},.;}tij 
and lthile ST.n,-tpmt . ._. DO?-ll{~ ~r.e attemptinz to. rent the, ctt"t_.i, ~4;.1t 0

; Y't/q 
they were trying ;<> gain fi~i~ tor a reereationnl p. :tr-' i. n .. ·~. tt!~l.!1n~:i-:.,:1 

sinila.r to nsi:, t!ais Over Te~tis~ "'· She ro.lntod th:.it sc;,:o t,":lY ·t.l.:-y . 
C~Q ia contn.ct with a CHARLES and ·LILLIAN SlLU)lllO .(ph) -of ~!i:t1:1i, .· 
J"lo~ida_, ,me .advised they . c.ould finance sm:e lmt. ware uot. ·lnt~rcs:~~•--
S.a a. ~eatio:na.1 park but ··would ba iute:N1sted in flnaac:tn3 :i~h()t~ 

.... ._.. , b:'aclt •.... · llrs. 8':AIJ>Ea Mivisest .i~- :ooh"ltELL. obt:dned: ~\'Zt();ill: $1,: 
to .. ·. J:~°'1ate bis .land which could·be used as •. lto~ ~f;iin1.;P~~• 1 .'al~o . o~~4~ •~:tioll of th~ i1her1~!, (FW) .11\WU and·,~ .·~KO~•< ,-.t: 
•t . Sl~dell t 14lt ~r ... i'!!t~s got out. Of. hdct" and ~. ~tci, ; . . 
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appeared in "Life" magazine and the Governor of Lousiana 
placed a stop to the entire operation. 

Mrs. STRADER advised her husband is in telephonic 
contact with her daily but declines to furnish information 
as to his location over the telephone, as he is very afraid. 
Mrs. STRADER was advised to inform her husband if he has any 
information he desires to furnish to the FBI, he can contact 
any FBI Field Office who will then arrange for an interview 
with him. 

CARL STERN, Washington, D.C., NBC Office, advised 
a representative of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, that 
a man (FNU) STRADER, whom he had met on one occasion while 
caring a story in the South, had, on April 24, 1968, telephoned 
him from someplace around Toledo, Ohio. STRADER informed him 
he was en route to the home of his wife's parents in Lexington, 
Illinois. He then told STERN a "fantastic tale" about him, 
STRADER, overhearing a conversation on March 29, 1968 in 
Lebanon, Tennessee, concerning the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KING. 
Apparently STRADER was of the impression that the people involved 
in the conversation knew he had overheard them and they 
had taken his license number. STRADER believed there 
had been at least one shot fired at him since that time. 
STRADER informed STERN he had vital information concerning 
KING's murder and called STERN for advice as to what he should 
do. STERN advised STRADER to call the Springfield Office of 
the FBI and they would make arrangements to have someone meet 
him at his convenience in'their territory. According to Mr. 
STERN, BISHOP stated thatSTRADER is afraid to approach any 
office and may desire to have comeone meet him at a location 
other than an office. - 

The files of the Springfield Office contain the• 
following references to ROBERT STRADER, however, it cannot be 
determined at this point whether or not they refer to ROBERT 
HOOD STRADER of Lexington, Illinois. 

On November 19, 1965, ROBERT STRADER, 6'l" -2", 175 lbs. 
employed cutting timber near Edwardsville, Illinois, and in 
construction work at Southern Illinois University, Edwards-
yule, Illinois, was considered a suspect in the robbery of 
the Hamel State Bank, Buf lie 91-20560, SI file 91-2642. 
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In lO-C3 prcz citi0n of EO3ZR U. STDft 
in ct an ITS.1Y r.attr v1ich involved arontal 

p.ORT U. T-;D 112(1 rcprosem 
" 13O1 ItS an o 1oyc c 1irC A. 

Gra1 Tc1citO Co., of Illii1O rOiStc1'ifl at t' 
rotOlS at IilLio3, and had kipPOd without 
pro'1Y cut and. ithout payifl for his roci. 
&llit.\DL cou.d not b3 locatød at that ti but s-a ei51 

a ii-t9, tio, 35 . 40, &' lO" 6', lO lbs., dark bio::n 
has air, dit hiild and ie was subject 

2 SXi1O 
Cue IT IICCD STJ 'bias subject of an 

- AUTO CYi" 02Z3 in Vi1Ch IUk vas 00 0/63'0 
I3ufilO 3l0703, Blfiie 3-23403. Thi3 ± jituttl 1ird a 
rath e;:to2Z±3 rrct ' crd datiI. baci to ll/' at 'hich 
tu ho vas and hic11. invoivd record of arrest o' 
or1OS ciøk3, Imil fr-td, ir: 3t.i t&ou of forO"Y, a 

an 'inCP. C3T B. WDE . h0S3 lo, ' tas 

gifl a 244 633 A., wzis t'4ce a at±ont at hospItalS, 3 
a tient at tha PattOn 5tat3 EsPital concorl1i1 'hic at b in-er-r.- 
pri1t5 t3 f ihd by the State Eurtu of IdtifiCbofl, 
Sacrflt0, C2.ifOrfl, on -3-6O and again on 
9-2l6O, 'as a paticnt at AtasCadr0 State 1kPita1, C1ifOUta. 

at .iiiU c'a described as hito , tale, a,proZ5t0lY 
G3", l0 l., faix cc letion, ham, oyes, b'o'ifl hair and 

was COflSi to have suicidal tendOfliCS. 

• A. check through 1CIC on 4-3O--8 Indicated 

S'iTJDR vas not currentlY ianted. 
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B ~; lNVES:rIGATION ,__ELDORADO, ILLINOIS 

.. 
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Prieip:1 , 1c':1 Fchol, ): L:c:'.' 
J ci , a scrc c:t .t 

J,.bJ' tt. the cho. . It ti dctr;.scd  

2 Y aio hnoni c. Ma y gr te1 £rc the 
5j; hc rc 02 J. A. R;'! of11 1ot, and WZ3 'Olur;j o il 

in 441in County and cntcred tl:c r;c:ioo1 )/3/) ':! 

;'z:ted i/3O/.:3 t.th a L'n oZ 103 cmi: o2  

1: r o,' rap wn as to tfitjo w1th he 
C!: in c VPt.ca1 cie. The phoLo di  not to l; 
±.nica1. 

JIi FOX, fl03 Chocz', r:.do 
'; re: i1.y cretry to the pr.L1 t 1ih 

Jh$13N, RAY wzms a c'Z 
;oto o JJJ AY a.y.1;i: that 3; 

t;': twci ;'o Dot itica1. i.b £urie1' zdv±d 
3.fl,EAY :.thin It 1— t  V. ≤V.tI yc;r;  

)attir.z, &; tit hi I:'c3 nut Cid to tr 
:;- CLt 3 r.i;)t r b1oJAijS 1AY. 
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C.' CECIL RAY 

; ( 
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Mrs. · ?RSNCH was contacted at her home ~n 4/29/6S. 

She advised that her ex-son-in•law, d~::CIL RAY. ;fOrl!lE!rl;y •.. · 
· of Van.Jal ia., . Illinois, has been to her residence. on approxirnate.ly 
h10 occasions within the last five ·years, accompanied by'an. 
i.nctividual who resembled JArn:;s EARL' RAY. ;It is her belf.o.f that 

·c:-:cn.~ RAY ref~rred to this person as J\H8S RAY. 1-~rs. f.?lV~NCH 
w.:is unable to furnish any more ·specific i.nronnation as to the 
times or when the visits were made. · 

She' .stated that CtCIL R.AY was separated from he.r step­
daughter, JUCI'l'It- EA~LINE: RAY t who residi!s at 1013. Main Street, 
Hi~h,lan:t, Illinois. They have been se'!)arated a!lo,.tt four yt?IU.,.s • 
. c::;;cIL RAY is, believed to be etnt)loyed in JOLIE'r • ILL., as a truck . 
driver for at1; unidentified Gas and. Oil Corepa;1y iutd was last seen 
by l:rs. FagNcH in 1966. CCCII .. RAY' s parents- are deceased bttt h~. 
is believed to hove a brother who resides in Vandalia, Illinois, 
na.me ut'lknown. CECIL 'J.A'l was employed as a bartender at <;>n~ time 
at an unidentified bar on the main stre<:.t in Vandalia. Mn.s. 
l1~EivCHf'.l h~ no photogra1:,h and could furni.sh no descriptiotl of 

.'C .ClL .... AY. . . ' • 
By way -of ·backjgrou{,d ,9_00.cerning MUS. FR'i:NCH. her husband 

E~\..tl~ FR:~NCH was be.at to ·de..att~·~\n Eflinzhan1, 111 in::iis ,. in· early : 
1967 an-1 the C'1se has not boen. ::,s:plv_ed. ~ .Mrs. ?RtNqH residas alone 
with h~r dog and according to S'f\erif? A •. P. DITTER, is ~n avf;f;.: 

· beer drinker. Mrs•. FR~CH did nbt aopear to bav:e been dr-inkin~ · 
at the ti.me of the interview. She.did refer to the. death of he.r 
husbaiv:t on several occasi.t.>ns and tn~ntioned that sh~ kn.ew -how 
·'L.t ... .,. Jtl'f:!t? #al+- • . . 

... ~~ . t t·: ... ~•-------- ..... ~ . --· •. ~-.... _._,. -·-·,.• . , . ~ \ . .. 
·~ ~ .. .., 
'.. ,., .,~· ·, ........ 

. ,. 
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JUDX'n1 r.AY, stated t1mt hor httsb~nd, CZC!L R!iY, 
is at t1.:.a p;:cs:;:mt t~::-r3 r;inp;:-:.1•:i.te~i £ron her r .. lt!1cu3h tho~, :u.•e 
not cH.vc1 .. cod. . Sho stntod th~t . tJi.0!"0 in c st!lta v1or1",m"i: 
.,..~,h,.,, ❖ .... ;,,1·i~"I .... ~e·~r-i ... -, ..... l'•"'"'" .}11•"'."•;-.. ~•,···J CTt'·.,1'1'. it".!•~,a_~ ... 1 J·,y t~"\".'\ s•!•r~·tr~-o wc..1.4,~1.1w ................. ...,. w--.:;;..._..,._.,v :~·...>- ~,...,..,..,...,.~ ......... ~ ... , .;;...r.\J .. .-.!.J1 v,:,,...._...,.1.-; • ...~~ w .. ., ,..~ 
"--~"'•,-,··~•···,~,, i:.• OZ·"-? c·~ ~-•-('·,·'.:i--..,.,,;ed;:i'•/-.:11,,. 1'.1 l "~0·1 s cl-ar,..,i.,.{'1 hGr l-~ 1,, v-1

.-.. "' ""'.;; w · .L •~ ,.., ,..--~·-,.: ·t ~ ,\;•~• , " .,· -;- ~ I •f..._ ...... - ,-,1..,:,;. I · 1. u ---'...> 

htro~~mi w:t tn no~·11t'.Opo1•-;;· of the 4 cll~tld1•,1n• which e]1e h~s. 
Jl,'1):I?.J r .. AY Dt~t~d t:-u.\t it is her 'U'.i11e:i:str..11d:lr.13 f:,~cll the 
·a•••~."•,.~<;: .l\.t,.~n•, ..... !"\';1't0 ,,..,.<;,•'J•),:'et"!, l,_•1• 'j:~'1!""',n~•1._,.y,i,';'!;~ J.:l'ii!l''O•:,,-. t'l->r,t ~,..,,.._ 

C.,:..4t,-"' 1'lUw<1..1-,1.w.1- w v••-vw .,.,.,,-:-...l••.'-,:!,.1,(....,..-..)y•--w"""'f •• - _.,....._ -:.:,, ..-•'## ,u:wA 

ht:zbai:;.d 1::.!\y h:ivo 1."eco;1tly ~~vod to Wisoorn:dn, in c:rc!ar to 
escr:.p3 tho t;ar~ant cutnta:ncH.ng egai.nst hin i11 t11a Stiite cf 

· Illinois. . 

Hm-1\lver, she stnted that hj.s location, if he 
hr..s t1oved to Wiw:onsin, is 1.11:!:nown to h'.3r. . Sha f1.u•ther 

.. fJt;).tOd tll!::.t it !a hm.~ bel.i9f that bet- ln!t:fi:~r4il ·C:GCl:t. r~\Y • • 
b~s 11o·i; ~oved to \7isco2?rJ"i::2,,'but ia insto::.d· 11v:lng in Va!~tlalin, 
Ill1nctio, uith son~ of 11:ts r~lati"Jes. 8:he atatocl tlmt slle. 
bns en be~e~al ccc~aiona·ccritaptad re}Jl.tiveo of ho? ht:3b3td 
in Vam.lal is. but they hnve ro1t!$~d to help he~ locate ha1• 
husb:rn.d. Sha rel~"l:ed tr/At it i!s-.. hor belief tmit t~o r~lat1,,~s 
hnc\1 tha locatica o:l hor ltus'hand ·but reluaa to cooporeta 
with h·3r in fintlin3 J1itl ~l!d, they knov the warrant will .bp 
issued a~ainst hira. , · 

.~ , I \ .' . 

. l!rs. RAY .sts thd · tlia·t: she does not !mOTt of any 
eemocin tion whieh 1:er htts1m;n,j ~Y ·have. h~'d ~1 tl1 the aubjoct 
but said ha could l::.nv-e nssoeiatnd withbit1 before their mri--iazo 
iti 1950 i:nd n~y lmve &ssocia·iad e-0;ci~ti~s si&oa tb~DJY.tll 
b..,i;i_ in Alton, Illinois.~ .. __ , ____ __ --·-···- (~AR_CHEo ___ -_-.Jl~:to.::-:.':""'.'..,-:-n-__ ;.. ___ , ____ 
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She ·stated tl:ini:app:romtr:::\taly il years &30, . 
she ~ncl bar Jm:-;bnr..r.l 1 .. 03ided in a c1om1to,;;n epsrtr,1~nt in 
Al ton, Illinois, nnd they resided th:0:re foi· npp1 .. oxii.~tely 
3 y&-a1•n. She stated th:,.t ch.u .. inc; their stay in Al ten, her 
·tnmlmntl bz-ought 111..1.:nei·m.?s f1•1.cnr1z hom~ w:tth hj_rl to drink· 
in tba npert1::ent or play 'OZ!.l"GS ni:cl he 11ev01· ic1ontified 
i:.riy. o:r these p3rsons uith. h~ . .r.i. Sh~ state cl thot s11e never 
it:~uired ns to thei;-e · :.tc!on-ci ty ancl "'ould not ba f·amilia1• 
l'li th tho 11et1~ JAllES EAPJ, :n.AY • 

Ura. RAY stated that her husband is t1ell?mown 
. in the Vnn<lalia, Illino!.s nres in· th~t he ,;•1n:s l"aiood in 
that City •. She stated tltnt bar husb.:md'o relntivos all 
live in v~.,ndalia nnd they possibly may ltno".", the p;:-ose11t 
wher-aabouts of her husb~nd. 

She stated that she i:J nn::tioUG to learn the 
present wheres.bouts of her bushand and that sh'.)_ r;~ill coo~rate ; , ; f · 
vi th the FDI in any way possible in datern:i.n:t113 his location. 
She otated that it is her baliof if anyone !mo.r,ra hio 
prese11t whereabouts, it uill be n n0ilber o:l his fa1ilily in 
Vaudalia. · · 

. It 1s her belief that his relntivss there L;-ay 
be protecting his present address. 

.. . She stated that a member of the:family ttcst ll!:ely 
to 1-JlOU hi$· acldress \Vill . be. ,GILBEUT RAY. TillO 1ives on Randolph 
Street, Vn11.ru,.lia, Illinois. ,~_ ~ha $tat;~i thut a b1~t.ha• ot. h~r. 
husband; LAJlRY RAY, also r.e_side~ in Vandalia, Illinois, but• 
hJ.s address is unknown. ,t., • _ ~.:. 

\'· . ' Another l>rotber', STAlu;EY RAY resides in Vira, . 
Illinois, and both ~rents of h3r husband are deceased. 

llrs. RAY stated that .LEONARD BC>!IUl is a· close 
~riend of her· buaband and ~y possibly knov his present· whe_re­
abouts. · She stn~ed tht1t he is tbt;i, or-rnar of ?!otzgers Ta•ern, 
Vandalia, Illinois, and the exact address ls unkn~ to 
.her.. . -------· 

-·• ----·- -·- ------

! ·.· -:298 ·-. 
1 ·. ·, 

;, ·. -----,-~ .. -;""':..._:-,,,,:---.... ~--~-
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Sho further etn ted that P:ms·im1 · Pl?.!Olt · w110 
is· the o,;mer of n ?robil Static;1 in Vo.nd~lia, which 
station is looatod &t tlie juactic11 of tha Old Hizhwsy 
an:l the Hew Sup~r nizh,,ay uo.y pcss:U>ly hn-ow her hu.CJbantl 's 
present \711e:reabouts in. that her hust1.ud has ~-o:rlted 
for bira from tioa to t'ifae. 

. . lli:s. llAY etnted that she l:no<i;iS very ·little about , 
·her huaband's asso~!atea end that he "Uould bs the on9 
· to co11tact co1!cernin!l the~. She fu1·tl1e1· stated that 
she 1me'i7 very little of he>. .. huoaand 's inoil:, bac!t3round 
be:to:..•e they '1--ere married nnd th6ra may bs sons nssociates 
at that tina that cbe :ls tmfanilinr wi.th. 

. .. 
' .. 

• . 

.. 
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The following· investigation was conducted by SA 
ROBER'l' C. HAINES: 

At Edwardsville,· Illinois 

States Attorney LEON D, ,SCROGGINS, Madison County 
Court House, reviewed files maintained in his off:i.ce and 
~tatcd that a wirrant for neglect and refusal was issued 
for CECIL RAY on c.omplaint of his wife JUDITH in il!adison 
County Court at Edwardsvillq. He stated that the infor­
mation obtained at the time the complaint and warrant were 
issued disclosed that CECIL RAY was residing in Joliet, 
Illinois, and accordingly, certified copies of the warrant 
were forwarded to authorities at Joliet. 

He indicated that he had no knowledge o"f the current 
whereabouts of CECIL RAY and that nothing in file indicated 
anything except that be was in Joliet. 

,;,_ 

,.; 

• 
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·---~5-13-68, Sheriff LEO~·iA:lD KELLY, Fayette Cm.mty, 
Vandalia, advised there nre c~·-[eral members of the RAY family 
in the vicinity and he uan seriously do·_1btful of a,y conn~ct-
. . t· t 1 ~ • .... h . A 1 . t . t . . ion w1. n ·nc susp,:!CL in 1- J .. s cas0. ,-::.ccorc ing ·o 1nves ·1.rat1.on 
conducted to locnte CECIL RAY, all men.1b-~rs of the fronily arc 
not too SiLlD:rt encl prone to \1Ging alcohol to excess. 

In this respect, L<\RRY RAY, a -~ity of Vm1dnlia 
employee• was jailecl over the rn~el-:end of 5/11-12/68 for 
threatening his wife, but released on $25. 00 bo-:.1d. 

MA,.ttI0:-1 KilU(PATRICK, an employee· of the USPO, ~dvised 
CECIL RAY lived in the smne n .. dzhborhood, but has not been in 
Vandalia for at least two yearD, unless very briefly. No rc-­
moval CO'.lld be located nt USPO, and no mail recd.~ved during 
recent past. Tax a11d voter's rcc0-rds aloo negative. 

GILBE:RT RAY, City of Vandn.lia_·employe~ in t-he.str0,et 
- and_garbage wo:i:'k, advised 5-14-68, he -is an uncle of CECIL P-.AY 
and, to his knowledge, --h? has not heard of J./\.J)ES EARL RAY, b~t. 
possibly CECIL could have •_known him, since at one fi'"!ie .. he was 
at Eclw~dsville and Alton~:-, The.re-is a brother STAl-U.,EY RAY who 
GILBERT believes is in Vira, Ill., where he works at Cr.Jnc 
Packing GO. .There is a half. broth2r, RICIIA!m UISLEY, who 
lives in Joliet, address unknm-1n. GILBERT RAY mvised he 
had not seen or heard from CECIL RAY in several months and 
the last ·he ;<nm-1 he uas in; Peoria. Il-linois, working at n 
Sh~!e- (phocnctic) S:rvicc ~t~tion, probably the Si·te brand 
of independent stations. -' : - · • 

LE0N.-\'.1.D B0~·7LES fnmcr associate of Gb'CIL RAY advised 
he had heard nothing from him for two or three years. BO./LES _ 
no lonrrer operates- a tavern bu-t helps his son-in-la•,1 in th~ 
tire· recappii1g bus in. ess. PP.E~;TO] PRIOR. f 07t-IT!~s.cc.~~~-al~o 
had no recent info:;-r;i.mtion of. CECIL's where4ta>-1tt:!1 • .....,.: .... ~'.~~·'!.,,.,.~! - ·- - _ ..... _ _. ....... .., :·.·.-·- ·---- - ---· ··•------- . ·---------
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During contact with Sheriff KELLY and Chief 
DALE SLATER, .May 14, 1968, both advised that the entire family 
of this group "were a l,i.ttle on the stupid side." 

...... - ,;t 
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AIRTEL 

TO: 

l'BOII: 

U: 

AIIIIAIL 

SAC, D&TBOIT (44-989) 

SAC, IT. LOUIS (44-775) P 

IIUllltilf 
00:D 

aeurtel, 5-4-88. 

Inve■tiption at 4343 Lafayette, ILIIO, on 5-5 through 
5-7-88, deterained a female reaident at that addr•••• llra. 
PBAR RIGGI, had no intonation concerning this aatter and 
apparently-■ not the peraon referred to in retel. 

Mra. JACKIB BOTTI1'GJIAII, 4343a Lafayette, SLIIO, on 
5-7-88, advised ber aotber, llra. GLADYS JOBl(SOJf, 1819 Jlutger, 
SLIIO, lived in tbe •- neighborhood in BL Yb.ere JABIi B.lBL 
RAY reportedly oaee lived but her ■other did not know ltAY 
and had no inforaation concerning RAY. llrs. IOTl'IlfOBAM did 
not know ltAY and none of her relatiff■ know RAY. 

llra. OLA.DD JODIIOB, 1817-19 autger, SL, OD 5-8-88, 
advised she never knew JAIIBS BABL RAY and bad no information 
coacernins BAY. She heard on ff or read in newapapera that 
BAY once lived in the ... e neichborhood, however, she does 
not know anyone acquainted with BAY. 

Mra. JOBlftlOB said she reaaina at hoae ■oat of the 
tiae taking care of her invalid son, w. B. JOIDl80N. 

The above inforaation turniehed to the Detroit Office 
for information purpoaea inaaauch a■ this inquiry was conducted 
on the baaia of intonation received froa DE 1085-R. 
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