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Xllinois, . rovealsd on 4-15-08 that hakh iicanse plates,
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Investisation by £A BLOTRT BLUA RASCOE at v1ncLo«t~r, X

Ca 6353, nre 03 13502 whito Chovrolat Del-Alre hardiop. Such

4s in accoxrdance with rcoords of “JV at anri giilold, chocked
4—14953. Car du y registored to CLO ‘D DRAZE » Winchester,
b 3 11111013 . . .

Hrs. EEAKB‘interviewed.ﬂ<Shs advised hﬂr hLob”nd
reccntly passed awvay 2nd that only sho and her husband ever

usad the a2uto. Sihec ”urthﬂr advised © 1&» the car deilnidely

has not been to Chicizo’hnd that the nlatea have not been
reuoved or used on any. aﬁaer auto,.

: Yo furtker .nvcétiwation haipv conaunted in viev of
d: serepancy in ccacription b auto scen in ‘Chicago and that
of DRAKE's au«o.
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M, JOSEPH CLAYTON MONTAGNE
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Information was received from the Jackson
Division, on April 19, 1968, that Pascagoula,
Mississippi Police Department stopped an individual drlving a white
Corvair bearing 1968 Illinois license DG 3109, The driver
identified himself as JOSEPH CLAYTON MONTAGNE, MONTAGNE
was accompanied by another white male whose identity was not
determined. MONTAGNE indicated he was a musician and
the other person indicated he was a seaman and. they were
both heading for New Orleans,

The officer who stopped the above individuals said
that MONTAGNE resembled the photo of GALT and that after hearing
a description of JAMES EARL RAY having a scar in the middle of
his forehead he believed that MONTAGNE might be RAY as he
recalled MONTAGNE having such a scar, No further description
was available on MONTAGNE or the other person,

Auto Registration Section records, Springfield,
Illinois, revealed 1968 Illinois license DG 3109 is registered
to RAYMOND HILLBURN, 6039 North Ridge, Chicago, Illinois for
a 1956 Dodge, Four door, VIN 32233139, Auto registration
and drivers license checks re MONTAGNE negative,

Drivers License Section records re HILLBURN
describe him as:

Name RAYMOND MITCHEL HILLBURN

Address ST 1254 Leland,
Chicago, Illlnois -

DOB T _
Height ‘¥ 5'-10""
Weight . %»160 pounds
Hair Brown

Eyes Blue

Drivers license # H41673340187
o - Suspended since 3/10/68
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N. PAUL STANLEY BOOTHBY
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Re: .*?.’.’TT E’_‘J’. ::E.&--JY EG‘OTIB?
Suspect .
011;} -9”3, t-&l’ :.‘.3

. - - - cie i

Cn 4/33/63, S f CILAUDTE BARREYT, DoWitt County
Lz;rif"s Gifica, Clintexs, I1liwnois, advisaed I2Y, Oovinge
fizlgd, 11l inszu that h» hadd in custody one PAUL STANLIY
2 ZBY van had bces arsosicd by th D;aiui County Sharifi's
Clfiica authorities at Clinton; Illinoism, gebject had been
ri“iv" o freighe train fren Spvingidslqd, Illi“ois to Clinten,
_illlLD“u’ illc*:lly and vas arrcsiad on loexl chn rcvo. DARDDTY
Cadvised that subject resembled JLNDS DARL RAY, also Lnown as

BRIC STARVO GSLT, ’

Subject PAUL, J:f.;m:? DCOTIDY was f:.n*arprintcu By
Devitt County Shorifl's pifice and was interviewed by F2I-
Agents in Clinton, Illinoiﬁ, at P,uitt County Jail. .

During intorvicy, sgujact aaviscd that k2 was in len-

Phisf Teanessco, on 4/3/¢8 through 4/12/¢8. Ee stated that ho o
had left Caicagzo, Illinols on tbe 7th of Avxil by freigat train -

en rcoute: to licmphls to sell a pint of his blcod for $15.00.

Subject advised that ke bad:traveled throughout the United
Staics by hopdping Frelzat tradns and Ls kad so done this for

. the past two years acd apd had worzed. in miauy states doing
odd jobst Subject adviszed that he was in Chicago on 4/4/68
vhore,ha wvoried for Eolp Ualimited Corporation. Subject ad-
ised that vhileo he was 4&n llamphis, Teanessea, he resided at

. tho llission at Lexden and -and Street, Subject advised that

be had no inforcation ro the dcath of MARTIN LUTATR KING, JR.
e g;; dig bo kaow. of an;ona vio miwgt have participated in tne,
L7 Y- SOIIERIEICINUHE A SRR _ ;

R i
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" %he iollsv g'<escr*ntion of the su bject was cbtain;d
threougsa c:zervation 'sd intcrvieﬂ' T

Ilﬁ’;.f: R L n“}b JI';,.%'LBV BOQ”W?
teifria i - Va1t
: . ‘ S
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PARTNTS: R AYD ¥RS, DOUALD :uc'::r"??-_*
A o - 1124 ErEr STROET :
S - L 4, 0 Eo

7 Subject's parents vere coqtﬁctﬂd talephon!ca!ly'aaé‘
they advised that the aescrintion of T3Y was identical

. with that of thoir son anrg stited that he hnd left hcaa about

twa years ago tollodin~ aone family*p”oblams.
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O, UNKNOWN SUSPECT, AKA J, CARNAHAN
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On April 29, 1968, Motor Vehicle Bureau, Springfield,
Illinois, advised 19268 Illinois license B291617 was issued to
JAMES J, MC GOVERN, 10023 West Devon, Rosemont, Illinois
for 1966 Chevrolet Fleetside Panel Truck, VIN C2546r163402
Drivers license listed as M216 450 3056, Social Security
number

1967 Illinois license B291617 issued to GEORGE WARD,
Route 2, D Street, Murphysboré, Illinois, for a 1956 Ford pickup
truck, VIN F10V6G25421, drivers license listed as W15662349765258,
This license originally issued for 1954 Ford Pickup in which
driver's license listed as W156623497652585, These
are not Illinois drivers license.

Drivers license section, Springfield, advised
drivers license number M216 4502 3056 issued February 14,
1968, to JAMES J, MC GOVERN, This chauffeurs license expires
March 7, 1969 and described hi ' 10", 190 pounds,
brown hair, blue eyes, DOB [;*?gismf application reflects
he is self employed and dba c Govern Motor Service,
Rosemont, Illinois,

Drivers license number W632 3TWL13 5234 issued
December 8, 1967 to GEORGE L, WARD, 103 Third Street,
Murphysboro, Illinois, and license expires December 8, 1968
and describes him as 5' 11", 190 pounds, brown hair, hazel
eyes, DOB t,
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P, JAMES E, BODKER
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_ Illinois Drivers License B326 4453 3030 issued

June 2, 1967 to JAMES E, BODKER, 14341 South Avalon, Dalton,
Illinois will expire January 30, 1971 and describes him

as male, born | 3' 10", 175 pounds,

brown hair, green eyes, occupation - construction laborer.
Records reflect license was suspended December 12, 1967 for

an accident., It was again suspended in February, 1968 for three
moving violations but is presently clear and valid,
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Q. VWILLIAM A, MARSHALL
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On May 17, 1968, Mr, WOODROW THOMPSON, Parts
Manager, employed 23 years with Rust International, Inc.,
International Harvester (I-H), Inc., Industrial Tractor
and Equipment Company, 1803 West Washington Street,
Bloomington, Illinois, advised that there has never been
a WILLIAM A, MARSHALL or any employee by the name MARSHALL
with the Rust International Company at Bloomington, XYllinois,
He related there is no other International Harvester Dealer in
the Bloomington, Illinois area, THOMPSON further advised that
the closest representative for the International Harvester
Company is L, C, BARNETT, District Manager, International
Harvester Company, 505 Rock Island Road, Peoria, Illinois.
Records of credit bureau in Bloomington, Illinois; Police Department,
Bloomington, Illinois; Mc Lean County Sheriff's Office,
Bloomington, negative. A search of city directory and telephone
directory failed reveal any listing for WILLIAM A, MARSHALL
or similarity.

Also on May 17, 1968, Mr. L. C, BARNETT,
District Manager, I-H, Four Zero Five Rock Island
Road, Peoria, Illinois, advised that his office covers the
Rorthern 60 counties for the State of Illinois which includes
Bloomington, and his records reflect no one by the name
WILLIAM A, MARSHALL as being an employee of his or as being
a frandise dealer in his district. BARNETT further advised
he knows of no recent employee transfers from his district
to the State of California, BARNETT stated that any further
checks re MARSHALL should be directed to I-H v
Home Offices, 401 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois,

- 194 -
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VIII,) MISCELLANEOUS
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A. ROBERT HOOD STRADER
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On this date Mrs, RCBERT STRADER of Lexington, =
Illinois, telephone 309 355-3148, telephonically contacted the
~offics conceruning this nmatter.. Irs, BITADIR, wio sounded ‘
“considorably upset exotionally, advised she expzcied her e
husband to return hoxe from Detroit soustins late this afternoon
and vanted to know whothker or not wve would assure that his
identity would be protecited in regard to any infornntion
provided to us conceraing ths EIDRXIN case, lrs. STRADIR also
asked vhat kind of protecéi;;jgg“could five to bher husband '
vao felt his life was in ger, ' ' e o

: lirs, STRADER was advised that any infornntion

furnished to this Eureau in confidence would certainly be -
protected but that we were in no position to physically guard.
her husband and if he feolt his life was in danger this was i
a2 natter he should take up with local authorities, however,
ve were desirous of interviewing him concerning any valuable
infornation he might have in regard to this case and would do
80 at his convenience upon his arrival, lrs. STIADIR advised
she would have hor husband contact the office upon -his arrival
‘a2t Lexington, Illinoia. -8he was also furnished the name of the -
SRA at Bloonington and of.the whereabouts of our office.there,

Cee - s : : - e

: Mrs, STRADIR stated she and her husband were passing
through lemphis at the time MARTIN LUTHER KING was slain. Her
- hsband allegedly overheard a conversation emong five individuals
one of whom he claims resembles the published photograph of RAY,
. the subject, in this case, ip which they talked about the killingz,
. Subzequently, last Sunday night their car was ‘broken into and
on lionday he claims he vas followed from Lexington to Detroit
by a tan Chevrolet, the registration ninmber of which he was
unable to obtain. This car contained two individualg whom

<
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- he d:¢ not recognize and at a rest stop these men took a shoL
axfhin but did not hit him because he "hit the ground”, }e

.ow fears he is in grave danger for his personal safety bccnusc
hc has information about the klllin“ of MARTIN LUTHER KING,

Mrs. STRADER waq advised immediately upon her husband's
return she should contact this office and we would set up a.
nutually agreeable time and place during: which we could interview
her husband concerning this matter. »

L
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M\.; IGRET CATMICIMEL STR.&I.‘ZZ‘., wife of ROB&RT HCOD ST"IAB;.R
was contacted at the residence of her father, E, P, CARMICIARL, fr,
Route #1, lexinzton, Illinois, on 4/30/53, lMrs, STRADER dv.vi.;e::l,u.‘w
she and hnr husband were at the CANIICHASL residonca the weelond -
" of 4/20-22/68. She advised that on the night of 4/21/58 or £
carly norninz of 4/22/63 her husband was awakened by the dets
barkinz outside the Zarm residonge which is logcated up a f«rm-ianai
one~half nile from the main rural road. She advised her hisbind -
~ and. her ;ather. E. P, CARMICHAEL, upon making a search of tiwe °
outside areca, found that the STRADER's 1967 Oldsmobile Belta “@%
craorn colored with black winyl top, had bezen broien into. ezl
STRADER advised nothing was missin* froa the car and no cag wan
located or scen in the area. Mrs., STRADER advised her husband’
left 2long from the CARMICHARL residence on the morning cf 4/"'/
L en route/Latroit, dichigag.»- : - :

N

- Urs. STRADER advised”tgat in a short. pariod of timeJ &y
Lr. STRAD SR returned to the c&sﬁlanaL me 1dence. Upon his returaf

‘r 1""‘.‘“‘ 2y - 19& -.,w; e !
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 he recogaized after RAY's photomraph was published. She stated he ,JV
~he sawy in the restroon. "Mrs, STRADZR-advised she recalls beingz at the

‘of hearing of the pm tol kill KILu. She atated she does recau her

'SI 44-581

STRADZR stated ho h
I,Q wg, metc;‘ of . {2z, STRADER poim. 2d- out that tha o,
2 N_ore, n ke huuoaad was Hot norxally attrs
. ul She related thiz note was nadsd up of vovd:
frgw nuNVJ’n" 5 and rastad on the batk of a pecglet caleng«r (unny
to doseribo t*a calendar). lira. STRADER said the note reod in
substancs, "iZ you go to the police or the FBI you will be killegd,*
Mrs., STRADER adyised her hﬁ*h?“4 after returning with the note, .- 3
prozsedad en route Datroit, z*chizan, and after a shori paricd of
tine had elpsed, he telenaoamcal‘y contacted her, stating ho wag at
. the Holiday Inn, Blooninzton, Illinois. Mrs,. STRADIR stated her hugbm
informed her that upon rezching the road one mile north of the :
CARMICHAZL residence, and route'eug‘he saw & 1958 or 1967 Chavroleb,
- tan in color, no license information, with two mon in the caw, paerd
alonz the road. 1lbrs., STRADER stated hey husbard told her that this -
car followed him en routs Bloonington., - Howzver, they did not turn
into the Foliday Inn when he did. Ixs. “T?ﬁD:R advised her busbanl
then told her he vas procecding on 1o bus oit,. M1chig“n,.

d fouhﬂ a nake in tha recbssed erex of the
S
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- Hrs. uTRADER auvised upon ai CLoSiH” acove with her parents,
‘her nother, lrs, B, P. CARMICHAERL, stated she had noticod a late
model, tan car, nakinz several triws on the n2in rural road naar
the Cx “ICF@LL res idence on the e“rly nmorning of 4/22/o3 ‘

Hrs. ST?ADJR advised that on the nivht of 4/29/ her - =
-husband telephonically contacted her, but he: wauld ‘not disclcse his
location as he stated he was afraid to nention his leocation over the |
phone, She related her husband told her that he stopped at a west .
stop area after leaving Indiqnapolis, Indiana, Upon leaving his car . .
~ and walking the direction ‘of the men's restroom, he sawv a tan .
autonobile occupled by two mén driving very slcw. He stated at thiz"
tizme ths rider in this autoncbile fired-a shot at him, STRIDIR told
“his wife the shot just missed His ed? and he, STRADER, hit the BERL
ground vhere ho 1aid as if he hadbeen hit. STRADIZR stated that the
tan car disappeared and he has not seen it since. St

oo ,?'._’

: _ nrs. S”QAD R statad her husband believesthis action w“s R
due to his beinz in the nen's restrcsm at the CGulf Truck Stop, ‘ e
. Lebanon, T@nnassce, on 3/277/83, vhere he allegedly overhcard five men
planning to kill Dr, DARTIN LUTHER XING, JR, Lrs. STRADER stated her ~*

. husdand told her that one of the men in the restrcbm was RAY, whon

further informed her that he would be able to reccvnize the other men

Gulf Truck Stop at Lebanon, Tennessed,- on 3/29/68. . She. stated upon
their leaving the truck stop, her husband did not mention to har an

¥, o -'
“':
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- KIEG assassinated. lre. STRADIR advised her husbahd is woll nciuatn

T e

. SI 44-561
hushand renarked, "If King goes back to lemphis ha IR UE e
Mrs.’ STRADER advised her husband did say he wanted to una.c . -
STZN of .NBC, Vashiagten, D.C, wiacm he knew but did not ...

he desired to see SUIZN.

o : Mrs, STRADER advised her husbamd returnsd to the ¢aoo

residence at lexingion, Xllineis, on IFriday, 4/26/68, wiare b .v..
until the morninz of Saturday, 4/27/83, at which time synsr: . &
his roihor--in-la7? kad an arguszat over lMrs. SIRADED'S son Ly a o
' previous nmarrisze, irs. CARMICHAEL told BIRIADAR to leave, titeh + -

. Urs, STRADIER stanted she told her husband she hnd conta~t.
Mr. DOIHALD T, SULLIVAY, Assistant Spselal fgent in Charge, Spoinslis
Office of the FBI, and that he, STAIDER, should call lUpr. SyLLIvAiL
"and set up an appoiatnent; that Mr. SULLIVAN had inlformed hur Lo
would make an appoininent to nzet STRADER st any location or at
~ any time wvhen SIRADIZR was available.  Mrs, STRADER stated hor huad:
-told har he was afraid to atteupt to meet with F2I Agents, ra Er ¢
he wos baing followed. Hrs, STRADER stated she was unable to con
her husband to naks arrangenments for a moeting with the FEBI.  She
advised her husband is very much interested in obtalning protectlios,

|  Nra, STRADER advised of some of her husband's activitisn,
which are not conceraning the murder of Dr. KING. She advised that
she does not know 211 of her husband's business and that she i3 sure

he has not told her all ke knows. v

. ¥rs, STRADIR advised her husband is acquainted with RATUCND
STARNS of Baton Rougs, Louisiana, who told STRADIR in thelsumage of.
1567 that there vere sevaral,businegsnen in the area ‘of Baton Rouie,
- louisiana, who were taking a collection {o obtain money to hrve

~ in the Eaton Rougs and Denhenm §prings, Louisiana, area. She stated
ke was, in the summar of 1987, dpnnacied with the E.C. Domnell -
~ Construction Company of Denham Springs, La., which was doiny const
work for the telephone company., She related E. C, LOMNELL ldves.
‘Dallas, Texas. She related DONNZLL had ‘an equipment rental busineus
- and vhile STRADSR and CONNELL ware attempting to rent the equipmeat.
. they were trying %o gain financirg for a recreational park in Louisi:
- sinilar to "Six Flags Over Téxds:™ She related that scuc way tao
" cexneg in eontact with a CHARLES and LILLIAN SHAPIRO .(ph) of iani,
. Florida, who advised they could finance szme but were not -intercst
.. 4n a recreational park but-would bo interested in finanmcing a hor
racipg track. .lMrs, STRADER sndvised lir. DONNZLL obtained RAVMO
' to Hélp locate his land which could beé used 2s o horse raciez
.. also obtained sanstion of the sheriff, (FNU).IRVIN and SA BESiO
. ©f 31idell, la; bqwever, “things got out of hand” and an art

gk e
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appeared in "Life" magazine and the Governor of Lousiana
placed a stop to the entire operation, -

Mrs, STRADER advised her husband is in telephonic
contact with her daily but declines to furnish information
as to his location over the telephone, as he is very afraid,
Mrs., STRADER was advised to inform her husband if he has any
- information he desires to furnish to the FBI, he can contact
any FBI Field Office who will then arrange for an interview
with him,

CARL STERN, Washington, D.C., NBC Office, advised
a representative of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, that
a man (FNU) STRADER, whom he had met on one occasion while
coering a story in the South, had, on April 24, 1968, telephoned
him from someplace around Toledo, Ohio., STRADER informed him
he was en route to the home of his wife's parents in Lexington,
Illinois. He then told STERN a "fantastic tale" about him,
STRADER, overhearing a conversation on March 29, 1968 in
Lebanon, Tennessee, concerning the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KING,
Apparently STRADER was of the impression that the people involved
in the conversation knew he had overheard them and they
had taken his license number, STRADER believed there
had been at least one shot fired at him since that time,
STRADER informed STERN he had vital information concerning
KING's murder and called STERN for advice as to what he should
do. STERN advised STRADER to call the Springfield Office of
the FBI and they would make arrangements to have someone meet
him at his convenience ‘in “their territory. According to Mr.
STERN, BISHOP stated that“STRADER is afraid to approach any
office and may desire to havé comeone meet him at a location

i

other than an office, *k\ .

The files of the Springfield Office contain the
following references to ROBERT STRADER, however, it cannot be
. determined at this point whether or not they refer to ROBERT
HOOD STRADER of Lexington, Illinois.

On November 19, 1965, ROBERT STRADER, 6'1" -2'", 175 1bs.,
employed cutting timber near Edwardsville, Illinois, and in
construction work at Southern Illinois University, Edwards-
ville, Illinois, was considered a suspect in the robbery of
the Hamel State Bank, Bufile 91-20560, SI file 91-2642,

wne
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S xnw..ss 'iﬁ'eéseéuﬁbn of BCBERT M. smmggms e
deeliped 5‘&.‘9‘3;»;?'33&::;atter‘which {nvolved o rental eavr,

ROCENT H, STDADIR had represented himself fs 2n enployes o
Gaporal Telegliol Co,, ©f I1linois, registering at tuo ,
motels at Blecalrston, 1i1iaois, and had skipped without
proserly cuseking out and without paying for his roen.
‘SImALIR could mot bz located at that tims but was Ccsoribod
a3 » waite, nolg, 35 4. 40, 5'10" - G67, 150 1bs., caxk brovn -
hair, nodivad £:ild and redium corplexion, Ee was subjeet .
. of 8lfils 28--22 303, e, ~ X e AR R »
B R . nooERT RCCD STRADEL was subject of an ITSUV;
UTAP - AUTO ‘TIZIT cas? in vhich filwaukee Was 00,9763,
pufite 256--315703, 8itile 23-~23403. gnis individual had -1 5
pathor entonsive avrost reeord antirg pack to 11/43 of which
t£ine he was AV0L and vhich. involved yocord of arrest for icouire
worthicos chockS, wail fraud, invagﬁigamon of forgory, and .
C@ofroudinz on dnpesniT. DI3ERT Heo &2 AD3R whose D1 To. was
given o3 244 G33 A, was twlce & patient ot \hcspitals, cna 88
o patient at the Pation State Hospitel coacorning waich finger-
. prints wore surnishod by the stnto Dureou of Idsntificotion, - ’
~ Sacromonto, Californin, on §-3~530 and subsequently again on
§-21-50, VaS A patient at ‘ Atascadero State. Hospital, CaliZornia,
~ qmat izdividusl was “dsscribed as white, nale, approzinately’ $hn
- 6'3", 190 1b3., 2air coaplexion, haz2l oyes, browm hair and.
was coasidered to have suicidal -tendencies. - T

.. 4 check thvouzh NCIC on 4-30-68 indicated ROBERT'

&

5 STMDER was not currently 333@;1.

p%

4 &, P R AR ) &
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B, INVESTIGATION, ELDORADO, ILLINOIS
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R N ORI W5, OB L e e i e e P SRS T FELAN. Y VTP

o JERRY "zuaAﬁu, Principnl, mlasraao ffigh Echonl, Yldora
Xllinoim, on 4/29/G3, nnde a senveh of p:‘ii,i’, ‘,c‘.af"“m Yo 0“
.,v:;}.)blt, at the '“olzoa X% wam deterained tha 1t A 1043
B ANY also kKpnown as .'szzy oy graduaniazd I-ca the fcmml l;.f 5
i¢ tho aon of J. A, RAY of Wncscq, illinols, and was bory on
9/10/“' 0 Saline County and entered the se novl S/1/39 o4

adant f'd u/JO/*.J with a rank of 105 c*zi: 2 119, BAY'S veoar

ho-~.. photosraph was eanined a8 to ide tizxm’ ion with {ho .

subject in go 'ﬁ.*‘caad cade. True rmo.,o aid not 2ppoar to ka2
idenatical, .. ESei R fn et 0 3

TIILIA JEAN FOk noe Cnoimer, Eldorsdo Jilinoin, vho

. w‘c_

14 presonily "cerotsrj to the m:z.t:::in 1 o Tdderado High

L.-u‘"i sizdod that JANE3 DAR R '3’ was a gchoel mate of hoevs
oy onnnds

j wadned o photo of JAUNS Rany, u..sY and. siated that she “i5
cerbain thot t?m m.a ave nod idcntical. She farther 'JV."...:"ﬁ
32 hus geea JAUES DI BAY within the pegt four yours eod

that theore ;‘..f;' x.:z guesbion ‘ébat his lecka have not ch,..u'"-ci to ti‘v

dzgrea tzmt 10 ni ,,M z'c_‘:nz’\lexJAaﬂ.S EML R;’LY. 5
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C. CECIL RAY
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Nrs.a?RFNCH was contacted at her home on 4/29/58

She advised that her ex~son~in-law, CECIL RAY, formerly
Vandalla, I1linois, has been to her residence on anarOXLmqtel,
‘two occasions within the last five years, adcompanied by an =
 individual who resembled JANMES EARL'RAY. It is her belief that
C7CIL RAY referred to this person as JAMES RAY, Frs, FRINCH '
- was unable to furnish any more -specific information as to ehe
tlmes or when the visits were nade. :

: She‘stated that CSCIL BRAY was separated from her sten~
daughter, JUDITH EARLINE RAY, who resides at 1013 Main Street,
Highland, Illlnols. They have been senarated about four ysars.
CiCIL QAY is believed to be emnloyed in JOLIET, ILL., as a truck
driver for an unidentified Gas and 0il Company and was last seen
by Ers, FRENCH in 1966, CCCIL RAY's parents are deceased but he
‘is ‘believed to have a brother who resides in Vandalia, Illlnels,

* name unknown. CECIL RAY was 9mp10jed as a bartender -at Qnm txme
at an unidentified bar on the main strect in Vandalia. MRS,
FRENCH had no photogranh and could furnish no descriptlon o; :
CACIL RAY. | T T
By uay of background concernlnv MRS . FQENCH, her husban‘
EARL FR7NCH was beat to deathtxn Efslﬂ’hﬂm, Illinois,. in early
1957 ani the caze has not been, splved. - Mrs.FRENCH residas alote
with her dog and according to Sh@riff A. ®, DITTER, is an avigd-
. beer drinker. Mrs. FRENCH did ndt appear to have been drinking
~at the time of the interview. Shedid refer to the death of her'

~ hushand on several occastoﬂs and mentxoned that she knew'how
:lfvta rrrr- F-‘f St .

T"“‘ ‘»-6 o -*-~_;~ ”4__.‘_‘ »v“.‘, m ,_“,4:"»,

.', -~ .

g m:’
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J’JZ)K PAYT, 31013 inin Sil“‘"'i:, I!J,;hlgrd -I11linods, .
ervievod An*nu c0, 13:3; coneeralng kow knﬁJACﬁ”“
ible “ssenlﬁiica it the gubject, JAIES DARL .A;.

wes et
ol pess]

JUDITH RAY, stated that her husbard, CICIL RAY,
i3 at tie presont tind saparated Iron bher alihouzh thoy ave
rot divorceed, | Sho stated thet . there i3 & siate varrant
cuntstonding a:ai:mt s tod hzsL;:i, CECIL, iGSt:L Ly the Sintes .
Attornuyts 02Lica 207 zufdovéllu, “¢1ﬁreis, cha r”iaj her
husband with nu»u;naarc of tha 4 cahildran vhich gle has,
JUDITH PAY sintad tant it is her waderstonding from the
States Atioraoy's Gffice AT ma,&rngilwa, Iliinois, that her
hv"bﬂna 23y have recently wmoved €0 3 isaaasia, in erdar to
esean2 the warrant cutstanding asains ~hin fZn tae otﬂme cf
"Iliinods, o

However, she stated that his 1c~ﬂtien, if he
hes noved to Wiﬁcenﬂﬁn, is unlkn v to hker, . Sho furiher -
“mtated that it 43 hor beldef that her huskand CECIL RAY o .
kas not moved to VWiscongin,’ but is instend iiving in Vandalia,
I1liroeds, with sone of his yelatives., She siatsd that she.
has ci several cceasions ccntaﬁzea rela** es of hor kusband
in Y*ncaliu but they have rolessd %o help her locate hor
busband, She relatnd that it 1% her beliss that the relatives
krow the locatlcn of her hushard but refuse to cooperate e
with her in f£4rding hin and thny know t 9 warrant will be
- issued against hxm. N . -

: 1ws, RAY statod’ that she doc s not know of anY
sssecintion wh;cn her husbhard oy have bod with the subject
but said he could kave as=zosiated uit?him beofore their marriawc
iu 1855 &nd nay have assecizied co 4”3 siaca_thﬁnﬁﬁitﬁ
bia in Alton, Illinoim, _ LT IR e B

_.,t"‘.,
- -

-
-
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She stat°J that: approx.xagely i1 yoﬁra awo,v
she end har husband resided in a downtown apsrinsnt in

- Alton, Illluaia, and they vepided there for approximately

3 years, She stated that during thelr stay in Altca, her
huaband brought nmuercus Friends home with hin to drink |
~ 4n the sperineat or play -cards and he never identified

. any.of these parsons vwith hinm, 8he siate d that she never
dntquixed as to thelr- identity and would not be familiar
with the name JALES EARL RAY '

v ‘Mrs. RAY stated that her hushand is wellknown
4n the vandalia, Xllincis ares in that he vas raised in
that City. - She stated that hor husband's relatives all
live in Vandalia and thsy pabsibly nay know the present
wheresabouls of her husbanﬁ.

She stated: tn«t she is anxinus to leara the o
pvesnﬁt vhereabouts of her hushard ond that she w11l cooperate i
with the FBI in any way possible in deternining his location,
She stated that i1t is her balief 4T anyonz kuows his
prasent whereabouts, it will be a ne nber oZ his fenlly in
Vaudalia, . e T

It is hoer belief txat his relativ 3 there nay
be pro%ecting his present address,

She stated that a member of the ‘fanily nest lilely
to knov his. address will ko GILSSRT RAY vwho lives on Rendolph
Street, Vandalia, Illinois, . .She statei that a brother of her.
husband; LAGRY RAY, also resides in Vandalia, I1linois, but
his auarezs is unLnown. '\‘ -.

. \"

Another brother, STANLEY RAY resides 1n Vira,

Illinois, and both parents of her husband are deceased.

- Mrs, RAY stated that LEOAARD EOVIR is a close :
triend of her huskard and nay possibly know his ‘present- where-

" sbouts, - She stated that he is the owner of Maotzgers Tavern,»

Vandalia, Illinois, and the exaot address is unknown to

- her.

i - o, 208 . . . : . S W
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- She further °iated tLai P.ESTCN PQ!GR wﬁo
is the owner of a !lobil Biaticn in Vandalia, whiech
station is 10"ab0ﬂ at the Juactien of the 014 Hizhway SR
end the New Super Highway nay possibly know her thbaPﬁ's :
present wherezboutg in that her hUmwaQ has vorked :

-for hin frem tine to ﬁi“e. , . ‘

15, RAY sioted that she hknovs var; 11tt1@ aboat

-her husband's assos aﬁas and that he von’d b2 the cne

to contact concerninz then,  She furihor siated that
she knew very 1little of her hushand's Ffanily background
beiore they vwere married and thera may be some asaociates
at that tina that she is Lu;auiliar with, .

" 2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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The following investigation was conducted by SA
ROBERT C. HAINES: . :

At Edwardsville, Xllnois

States Attorney LEON D, :SCROGGINS, Madison County
Court House, reviewed files maintained in his office and
stated that a warrant for neglect and refusal was issued
for CECIL RAY on complaint of his wife JUDITH in Madison
County Court at Edwardsville. He stated that the infor-
mation obtained at the time the complaint and warrant were
issued disclosed that CECIL RAY was vresiding in Joliet,
Illinois, and accordingly, certified copies of the warrant
were forwarded to authorities at Joliet. :

He indicated that he had no knowledge of the current
whereabouts of CECIL RAY and that nothing in file indicated
anything except that he was in Joliet.

- =210 -
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————""""0n 5-13-68, Sheriff L& .Am KELLY, Fayettg County,
Vandalla, advised there are ceveral members of the RAY family
in the vieinity and he was oerLouuly doabtful of any comnecet-
ion with the suspazet in this case, According to investigaition
conducted to locate CECIL RAY, all wmewbars of the family arc

us
e

L,

not too smart and prone to using alcchol to exucess,

In this respect, LARRY RAY, a 7ity of Vandalia
emndlo; ec, was jailed over the weeupnd of 5/11-12/638 io”
threancnlng his wife, but released on $25,00 bond,

MARTON KIRKPATRICK, an employce-of the USPO, advised
CECIL RAY lived in the same neighborhood, but has not bezen in
Vandalia for at least two years, unless vory briefly, No re-
moval could be located at USPO, and no mail recdived during
recent past. Tax and voter's records also negative,

. GILBERT RAY, City of Vandalia employee in the street
-and_garbage work, aJv1oed 5~14~68, he is an uﬂ"le of CECIL RAY
and, to his knowledge, he has not heard of JAMES EARL RAY, buat,
posswbly CECIL could have ‘knocwm hlm, since at one time he was
at Edwardsville and Altonm. There is a brother STANLEY RAY who
GILEERT believes is in Vira, Ill., where he works at Cranc
Packing 60, There is a half brother, RICHARD RISLEY, who
lives in Joliet, address unknown, GIL?LQL RAY alvised he
had not seen or heard from CECIL RAY in several months and
the last -he knew he was in Peorla, Illinois, working at a
Shite (phoenctic) Service ‘Station, prcbably the Slte bran
of 1ndependent stations, R

"LEONARD BOWLES fomer associate of GECIL RAY advised
he had heard nothing from him for two or three years, BOJLES
no longer operates- a tavern but helps his son-in-law in the
tire recappinig business. PREFT0: PRICR former acseciatey—alkso
had no recent 1nformat101 off CECIL's whereghidWtd s HuEAY

LRy A eI §

e o
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During contact with Sheriff KELLY and Chief
DALE SLATER, May 14, 1968, both advised that the entire family
of this group '"were a little on the stupid side,"

PR
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5-29-68

AIRTEL AIRMAIL
TO: SAC, DETROIT (44-989)
FROM: SAC, BT. LOUIS (44-778) P
RE: MURKIN

O0: ME

Reurtel, 5-4-68.

Investigation at 4343 Lafayette, SLMO, on 5-5 through
5-7-68, determined a female resident at that address, Mrs.
FRANK HIGGS, had no information concerning this matter and
apparently was not the person referred to in retel.

Mrs. JACKIE NOTTINGHAM, 4343a Lafayette, SLMO, on
5-7-68, advised hexr mother, Mrs. GLADYS JOHNSON, 1819 Rutger,
S1MO, lived in the same neighborhood in SL where JAMES EARL
RAY reportedly once lived but her mother did not know RAY
and had no information concerning RAY. JMrs. NOTTINGHAM did
not know RAY and none of her relatives know RAY.

Mrs. GLADYS JOHNSON, 1817-19 Rutger, SL, on 5-8-68,
advised she never knew JAMES EARL RAY and had no information
concerning RAY. She heard on TV or read in newspapers that
RAY once lived in the same neighborhood, however, she does
not know anyone acquainted with RAY.

Mrs. JOHNSON said she remains at home most of the
time taking care of her invalid son, W, B. JOHNSON.

The above information furnished to the Detroit Office
for information purposes inasmuch as this inquiry was conducted
on the basis of information received from DE 1085-R.

2 - Detroit

St. Louis
RIW:amb
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