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6/14/68 = -

Lo

o Ra !emphis telotypo, 4/26/88 ) e S
',;*L* f f“i lr. T ED!ARB B!PHRES (confidontial), Aroi 8ecur1ty
;fSuperviaor. Southwestern Bell Telephone Company, '8t. Louis,-;
Missouri, advised Special Agent SPURGEON J, PETERSON, on - .

. May 15, 1968, that St. Louis telephone mumber -314-865~1381
4is issued to Rev. G. L. WHITE, El Bethel gigsionary Bnptist

4 rj‘¢lf5Church, 3328 Rutger, St. Louts, Mimouri.

llrﬂ ELIZABETH 'KITE, 3323 Ruthr, ,St. Louis,

‘Lﬁ*uissouri advised Special Agent JOHN O. TRETHEWEY, JR., RS

A’a7g¥aun9-1o, 1968, ‘she was not acquainted with anyone or subject'i‘ s

 AppeArance as depicted in the IO displayed to her and as seen

 4p newspapers and TV publicity in regard to this case. subjactfé S

“’fﬁ me and aliases were likewise unfamiliar to her," except for

‘news modia<publicity., She was unable to suggest the names of o

. . any friends or associates who might be acquainted with or have
- .. any information regarding subject. Shc knew of no. frianda or

~575roltt1ves residing in Memphis, = | RN
| ' fj;_It should bo notod Revorond and lrs wnrrx are ﬂ¢ :“f“‘

‘9// 775 ?//

@#ﬁ”é*f"ﬂ i
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”'6/14/68

- aac, iow ammis (4ecrmme

sAc;“S;'l‘-. LOUIS (44-778) (B)

Re Los Angoles teletype,~4/26/68.~

2 S lr. ED'ABD UHPHRES (eonfidentigl), Area sweurity R
. ~=Suporvis¢r, Southwestern Bell Telephono Company, St. Louis,
.7 Missouri, advised Special .Agent SPURGEON J. PETERSON, on May 3,
-+ .-1968, that St. Louis telephone number 361-9601 is issued to
- the Red Brick Restaurant, a!ner LARRY CHAPNICK_ 101 Narth
Vf!uclid, 8t. Louis nisaouri | Ty , o

R _Mr. LARRY CHAPNICK advised Bpecial Agant JOBN o.
'*'TRETBB'EY ‘JR. .on June 10, 1968, he was not acquainted'with
. sanyone of subject's name, aliases or appearance and that he
. - had no knowledge or information concerning him other tan that
" - gained from newspaper, radio and televisien publicity in this
- - ‘case., H® -stated he did not know anyone in Los Angblel or. ’
:3; Ac1s¢where~vho knev suhaect or anything about him

8t. louts S
'klr SR I N e Es "”f‘"ﬂa
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6/14/68

© SAC, LOS ANGELES @4-1574)

- sic,lsr;?LOUi§  (44-775) (p}-

Rc»Los Angelos teletype. 4/29/68 | AT
i ;' Mr. T. EDWARD UMPHRES (confidential), Area SOcurity
Supnrviaor, ‘Southwestern Bell Telephone Company, St. Louis,

“Missouri, advised Special Agent SPURGEON J. PETERSON on May 15,
1968, that St. Louis telephone number 781-8776 is 1ssuod to: -

e JAMES WICHELETTI, 1561 Kraft, St. Louis, Missouri.

JAHBS HTCHELETTI advised Special Agant JOHN 0

,;f*"rnsrnnwsr "JR., on June 10, 1968, that he was mot acquainte&
.. with anyone of subject's applranco—as depicted in the 10
- displayed B0 him, or as noted in newspaper and television

publicity in connection with this case. Subject's true name

f;;and aliases were likewise unknown to him, except through .news

~ media publicity. He was not acquaintod‘vith anyone vho knew S
‘for had 1nfornation concerning aubjcct. A T

T In early‘narch, 1968, !r._lICHELETTI receivod a
: tclephone call from his daughter-in~law, LINDA MICHELEITI,

" in Los Angeles, to the effect that her husband (his son),

 DONALD JAMES MICHELETTI, was in trouble and in jail there

Q-;itor possessing narcotics, which necessitated his going to
- Los Amgeles in an unsuccessful attempt to settle the
- difficulty. He had mo reason:ito believe his n or

’gdaughtcr-in-lt"vara in any way acquainted with Ject,   f“
ﬁi°r had any kﬁ°'10d!0 or in;ormation concorning im,

iﬁﬁﬁ“ ' 92) 4/4/ 775’ 7’4&
HRD:kly - Sl =~ | S

(3) féQk) ~ o R 7 /;»;,, scARGHED R
s S N

S
B .u.f.o\L.D

R S

7
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 SAC, HOUSTON (44-1509) .

 sAC, ST. LOUIS (44-778)

Re Honston airtol 5/3/68 | e o
ur. ED EDIARD UMPHRES (confidontinl), Aroa Security ‘

AE I parvisor, Southwestern Bell Telephone Company, St.. Loui:,ga.- =
. Mismouri, advised Special Agent SPURGEON J. PETERSON on - =
- June 4, 1968, the holder of St. Louis momrspublished tol&phbuﬁ -
- pumber 664—3747, is LEMUEL B, HESTER, 3029 Henrietta, A
‘Pffstf,Lauis, liaouri.) Thin infornation was obttined by subpocnu.? I

On ‘June 10, 1968, Hra IATBLEEH HBSTER, 3029

ﬁ?;fnnnrietta. ‘St. Louis, Nissouri, was shown & p”°*°"’”h ot

- subject by $ecial Agent JOHN O. TRETHEWEY, JR. She statqa

&fffﬁ*ahe is not scquainted with any person of hin Appearance
- #&nd that his true name and aliases are not familiar to-her

; 3z j“oxcept thxunzh ncvsplper. radio and tqleviaion pnblicity.;-,tﬁﬁff*qwif

The only peraon she knals 1n,the Houston area

_ is her duughter, LOIS (Mrs. RICHARD) NESTLEHOFF, 1838 Lamont,
who contacts her frequently by telephone,  She has no reason

ke to beliove hor daughtar has any 1n£ormation r-garding aubject. :¥' —é 

1254-nouaton el
- B¢t. Louis B
D:klr e T
(3) i

/// 77;, %?/ -

"°*pncwfo
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) ‘

FBI

Date: 6/15/68

%7W)g%z@text or code)

(Priority)

Transmit the following in

TELETYPE

DIRECTOR (44-38861)

ST, LOUIS (44-775)

RE PHONE CONVERSATION THIS DATE WITH SUPERVISOR FRANK
HUDSON CONC ING PYBLICITY THAT SUBJECT"S BROTHER, JOHN
A —————l

_LARRY RAY, PLAMNG TO VISIT HIM AT LONDON. SUBJECT'S SISTER,
*;AROL PEPPER, REPORTED JUNE FOURTEEN, LAST, THAT JOHN NOT
GOING TO LONDON; THAT HE DOESN'T HAVE MONEY TO GO AND SHE
WOULD NOT ADVANCE THE MONEY. HER OBSERVATION WAS THAT FAMILY
COULD BETTER HELP HIS DEFENSE AFTER HE IS RETURNED TO THIS

COUNTRY. P

@- ST. LOUIS

JJF:pdp

(1) Q\"’

Approvedﬁ W

4=
Specf{%Min Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




TO LEGAT LONDON |
 FROM DIRECTOR FBI (44-38861)

'~ PRESS ACCOUNTS m?rﬁfm , INSTANT, INDICATE SUBJECT'S
-;mm,,mumu . xsmmmmmmm o X

O VISIT NIS BROTHER. PRESS ACCOUNTS INDICATE EE INTENDS
| 70 APPLY FOR PASSPORT ON NONDAY, JUNE SINENTERN, NEXT.
- mummrmmum.m[ }
| hx.m, ILLINOIS, nm'rmrm
mmrmmmm,nmmmmsm

| -mmmmm.mmn. mm,
_*-umumm,mmmmmmm mm
| STATUS, SINGLX. N R
© INVESTIGATION HAS INDICATED HE VISITED NIS mm. ™
_.‘m.mr. vzmmnmxwmn LEAST NINE mum. |
“THE mrmmmmmmm HE BAS SENT NIS BROTHER
MONEY WHILE IN PRISON. DENIES ANY KNOWLEDGE OF BROTHER'S
mummmxansmmmmmn._

- MEMPHIS (44-1987) . — s
. B¢, Louts Gy ‘ L 757

SEARCHED............
lSERIALIZED _

FBi —-:ASAlNT Lolis

W ‘ 2}{ | |

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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camxmm'rm

n;:amnt |
mmnmmmmnr,mmmsn

EIGHT SEVEN TWO FIVE A, INXDICATES NE RECEIVID SKNTENCE

| OF TVO TO FIVE YEARS FOR SECOND DEGREE BURSLARY JANGARY

| IVENTY YOUR, NINKTEEN FIFTY, AND SERVED TINK IN STATR

 REFORMATORY, PENDLETON, INDIANA. ALSO SERVED TIME IN STATE

PENITINTIARY NEKNARD, ILLINOIS, FOR LARCKNY OF MOTOR vama,

© RECEIVED THERE SIX TWO FIFTY THRXE AND DISCHARGED TVO

| ONE NINETERN SIXTY.

mmomuwmmumummmmun

JONN LARRY BAY ATTENPTS TO

.VIIH'M un, nwmmmmn. m.' "

| CAROL PEFPRX, SISTER OF JOHN LARRY RAY AND SUBJECT,
':»mmzsmmrmummrmmuv:mmm"
TRIP, mrmmmzmmwm&mnmamM~
| mrrnnnmmnmm

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) ’
7‘\ N -

~

\,
-, * »

FBI
Date: 6/14/68

- Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (PP. 2)

MURKIN
RE SPRINGFIELD TR(ETYPE TO BUREAU JUNE THIRTEEN, LAST.

_ WILLIAM MAHER, ALTON, SUBJECT'S UNCLE, REITERATED HE
HAS NOT HAD ANY DIRECT WORD FROM SUBJECT FOR TEN YEARS; THAT
HE DOES NOT FEEL SUBJECT CAME TO ALTON SUBSEQUENT TO ESCAPE
FROM MSP BECAUSE HE STATES HE WOULD HAVE KNOWN SUBJECT'S

PRESENCE IN ALTON.

DEPUTY DEMOS NICHOLLS, MADISON COUNTY S0, EDWARDSVILLE,
ADVISED THAT SOURCES, TRICITY AREA, OF GRANITE CITY, MADISON
AND VENICE, ILLINOIS UNABLE TO PROVIDE INFORMATION RE CONTACTS
OF SUBJECT IN THAT AREA; THAT THERE IS NO INDICATION HE MADE
'ANY SUCH CONTACTS BETWEEN APRIL AND JULY NINETEEN BIXTYSEVEN.

PHOTOS OF RAY AND ASSOCIATES SHOWN TO VICTIM BANKS IN
VICINITY ALTON WITHOUT EFFECTING ANY IDENTIFICATION.
Sprmzriol.d (44-561)

1 -~ Chicago (44-1114) (AN) | -77S - &
@- Memphis (44-1987) (AM) SLEfRCHED /O?%

- 8t. Louis (44-773)(AM) -
CHimoh SERIALIZED,

(4) JUN1 6 1968.

FBl-ST.ous |
ML&_

Approved: : :
S Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

2,

»
FBI

Date: ¢/14/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

SURROUNDING OFFICES BEING INSTRUCTED TO DISPLAY PHOTOS
OF RAY AND ASSOCIATES TOGETHER WITH INITIATING INQUIRY RE ﬁm
LAUNDRY MARKS AT LAUNDRIES AND DRY CLEANING ESTABLISHMENTS %
AND AREAS. |

~AM COPIES BENT CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, ST. LOUIS, FOR INFO. P.

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) ‘

FBI
Date: 6-17-68
PLAINTEXT

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

TELEPYPE

(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR AND MEMPHIS

FROM: ST. LOUIS (L4l4=775)

MURKIN

RE JOHN LARRY RA;{

~ADVISED TODAY GRAPEVINE TAVERN CLOSED SINCE EARLY LAST WEEK

FOR SAFETY OF PATRONS AS THREE CARLOADS OF STRANGE NEGROES REPORTED
OBSERVING TAVERN. JOHN HIDING FROM REPORTERS. NEWS REPORT OF HIS
RECEIPT OF CALL FROM FRIEND IN CANADA FALSE. KNOWS NO ONE IN CANADA.
BELIEVES PHONE TAPPED AND THAT WE WOULD KNOW OF ANY CALL. REPORTS
OF HIS INTENBED TRIP TO LONDON AND OF HIS RETAINING TEXAS LAWYER
FOR RAY BOTH FALSE. HAS NOT HEARD FROM SUBJECT. HAS WRITTEN HIM
TO GET IN TOUCH WITH CAROL PEPPER IF HE NEEDS ANYTHING AS SHE
USUALLY HOME. BELIEVES RAY COMMITTED ROBBERIES DURING TRAVELS
FOR INCOME. -

RE JERRY

R A I Ll TTET FRS
ARRIVED IN SL LAST NIGHT AFTER HIDING FROM RER#RTERS LAST

WEEK IN CHICAGO MOTEL, STAYED WITH CAROL PEPPEX, WILL VISIT

"~
LoNTOHED

HRD/rem

- - Bo di0s P
. Approved: T:YG,//\-Q’VV\ Sent‘mE g1 1 M

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

-, .-

FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

PAGE TWO  SL Ll-775 | |
FATHER AT CENTER, MO., TOMORROW. RETURN SL THURSDAY. USING NAME

JERRY W. RYAN AND DISPLAYED RECENTLY OBTAINED ILLINOIS DRIVER'S
LICERSE UNDER THAT NAME., PLANS TO LEAVE FOR MEMPHIS FRIDAY,
OBTAIN EMPLOYMENT AND STAY THERE UNTIL AFTER TRIAL. HAS NOT HEARD
FROM SUBJECT. BELIEVES SUBJECT WAS PAID TO ESTABLISH GALT IDENTITY
~AND THAT HE DID NOT KILL KING, CHICAGO ADVISED TELEPHONICALLY.

IF MEMPHIS DESIRES TO CONTINUE CONTACT, FURNISH SL NAME OF
MEMPHIS SA HE SHOULD BE INSTRUCTED‘TO»CALL ON ARRIVAL.

BOTH JOHN AND JERRY PLAN TO CONTACT SUBJECT AS SOON AFTER

HIS ARRIVAL IN THIS COUNTRY AS POSSIBLE,

Approved: Sent _
' Special Agent in Charge :

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-35 (Rev, 5-22-64)

FBI

Date:

6/17/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in pluintext or code)

TEL”IY“F

(Priority)

SYTEL TO BUREAU JUNE FOURTEEN, LAST

GREATER ALTON AREA COHVA

CHCERNING NEW ACCCUNTS

THIRT WiTii A VIEW

DEPLOSYITED OR FUNDS IN ANY ALTCHN AREA BAR

- ‘LL\" {

OF ALTON. PHOTOSG OF

YED 1O THOSE

e oad

DISPLA BANKS CONTACTED TODAY VITH

INSTRUCTIONS SEI

T NET

TQ SURVEY OF LAUNDRY AND DRY

AM COPIES SEHT ”thAuO,

1

1 Ch:“aﬂo ( 4
¢ =~ M"’Zﬁi) 118 (4“‘ : <G {ALZ,
- S . Louis (44-775){AM)

TO DETERMINTG I RAY F

7?"
iy

SSED AND IRFORMAT

CPENED SUBSBQbFNT TO

SUBSEQ

RAY AND ASSCCY

IR0\

JULY

CosTIBLY

[IERE)

ATES

S -775 - Lo

;| SEARGHED.
SERIALIZED.

DEXED.— -

3 JUNT9 1968
% . FBl —ST. LOUIS

A

Arproved: Seni ...

Q - N‘fo' . N ] e e
opecicl Agent in Charge

S,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

Peor .




FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI

Date: @/ 18/“
Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT _

~ (Type in plaintext or code)

URGENT

(Priority)

T0: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)
ummrxmmmsmmusrmmxmm
AIRTEL TO BUREAU JUME TWELVE LAST, o
 PHOTOORAPHS OF RAY DISPLAYED 70 CURRENT AND FORMGR
 omms MEN'S BTTLE EEOP, xmrm.n. mmw. wITH mrxvz
CANVASS OF BANKS ALTON AND VICINITY CONTINUING 1IN zmm
| 70 LOCATE ANY ACCOUNTS POSSIBLY UTILIKED BY RAY. RESULTS
~ OF THESR CONTACTS AMD pIsPLAY or PHOTOGRAPHS AT Am BANKS
mmxvxromu.{*_g T
 COPIXS MAILED GHICAGO, RIS AND sz, mu. o

Ju-115— 907
| | SEARGHED ——NDBXED——— |
1 - Bpringfield (44-561) ésmmmW v

1 «» Chicago (44-1114) | g 1968
1 = Memphis (44-1987) J\BJ:\_I_}ST LOUIS

/aay n TR CeR[C L2l

(4)

. Approved:

~ Special Agent in Charge -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8 )

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

SAC, ST. LOUIS (44~775) DATE: 6-19~68
SA S, J. PETERSON
SUBJECT: MURKIN

The following completes information furnished by MR, T. E.
UMPHRES, Area Security Manager, SOUTHWESTERN BELL TELEPHONE CO, This
information was received 6-17-68, and was where toll call and non-
published numbers were involved, obtained by subpoenaes.

The toll info on TO 5-0449 for J., D, DAILEY is filed in the
1 A exhibit envelope of this file., It is for the period prior to
May, 1968, and goes back to Jan. 1968, This is the only information
the company has on this nugpéi while it was assigned to DAILEY,

Number_ 69 793 was disconnected 6-1-68, It has been
issued to HIRAM PRUDV*-i:;igpd, Mo., c¢/o General Delivery.

Number 423-2348, (See LA TT, 4-26-68) (Serial 333), is in
the name LANELLE HENAGES 8668 Moran, SLMO

— e —\_/—

No furtherzyfiempt was made to identify subscriber for
phone number MU 3-449), at Char&eston, Mo.

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-209 (Rev. 2-1-63)

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 $010-106
AMAY 1942 EDITION

GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

8T. LOUIS (137-16087) DATE: 6/6/68
e st

ALBERT J. RUSHING ]
PCI [esi

SUBJECT: JOHN EUGENE GAWRON

Dates of Contact

5/31/68

Titles and File #s on which contacted

MURKIN

Purpose and results of contact

[CINEGATIVE
[jPosrrlvs INFORMATION HEREIN OBTAINED CONFIDENTIALLY

INFORMANT'S NAME IS NOT TO BE DISCLOSED IN
REFORT OR OTHERWISE UNLESS IT HAS BEEN DECIDED
DEFINITELY THAT HE IS 10 BE A WITNESS IN A
TRiAL OR HEARING.

D Informant certified that he has Coverage

furnished all information obtained
by him since last contact. 44-'775

Personal Data

No change. Lof T IS5 AT

SEARCHED INDEXED.....ocmseswsams
' SERIALIZED
1~ 137-16087 JUNG 1968
@"' 44~775 (MURKIN) FBI — SAINT LOUIS
JR:bam <1
@y =

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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- e ®

'FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date

- June 6, 1968

R ¥

e A source, 1807 8. Eleventh Stmt. | mo
| St. Imia. lismri, was rcmtacted May 31, 1968. .

o Source advised that no further intorut:lon mt-
cnzt;hnd come to his attention bearing on the possible

whereabouts of JAMES EARL RAY. Source said he had not
seen JOBN RAY or CAROL PEPPER during the preceding week

- but he thought he might see CAROL PEPPER within the
following day or two since he owed her $40 he bad :

; wrmﬁfmhrndhmt«muntmbytom
him :l.n order to oolioet o

A photog h of JAMES H, cam rodsnl ‘
. Burean of Investigation #30243, was exhibited to source. R
- He ideatified this photograph as being s photograph of o
.the person he had referred to in the previous interview s
who visited gsource im about July, 1967, and told source
© -at that time that mmmmmrm:w the
'~ bank at Alton, Illinois. He identified the photograph
as being of the person previously referrsd to by source
as JIMMY who gave source $2350 on the occasion referred
to above. He further identified the photograph as being
 of the person he referred to as JIMMY who visited source
on May 13, 1968, and May 14, 1968, with JOHNNY (last name
unkm{n}, and to m source had providod a .38 canbor
revolver.

Source m tm ndvind that u had hnu datcr-
nincd that the person depicted in the photograph was actually
- im the St. Louis City Jail at the time of his slleged visits
%0 source -in 1967, and at the time of the robbery of the
' bank at Alton, Illinois. It was pointed out to him that the
‘ 1nromtion he had provided in that regard was, therefore, _
false. Source then said he had realized for the past eight
. dan tut he hd g:lven th re«nl Bureau of lnveotint:lm o

mmv o st. mu. linonri

L ,O.lnv ~__at__ ____File# SL 44-775 L |
o ALmEET J. mxm AJR: bam 8/3/68
by : — ' Date drctoted SR E

Th is document contains neither recommendohons nor conclusi ions of the FBL It is the property of the FBI ond is_loaned to your agency;f,_ o
it ond jts contenfs are not to be dlstrlbuted outside your ugency '

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



3.
8L 44-775

"2 bum steer"” and that the information he bad previously
furnished was a "bum beef" concerning JIMMNY with regard

to the Alton bank robbery. In referring to JIMMY at this
time source referred to him as JINMNY CARPENTER saying he
now recalled that CARPENTER was the last name of the JIMMY
he had been referring to.

Source said that during the past eight days he had
been thinking about this matter and had decided it was actually
some other JINMY who had given him the $250 and told him he
had robbed the bank with JAMES EARL RAY.

Source reiterated that JIMMY CARPENTER was the person
who visited source with JOHNKRY on May 13 and 14, 1968, and to
wvhon source gave the gun. Sourcesaid he now realized he
actually became acquainted with JIMMY CARPENTER for the first
time in June, 1967, when they were in jail together in St. lLouis.
He said the other JIMKY he had referred to, the one who gave source
$250 and told source he had robbed the bank at Alton with RAY

was a person withshom source had become acquainted in 1959 in
St. louis. He insisted he did not know the last name of this
JINMY and said he could not think of anyone at all who might
know this JIMMY except JAMES EARL RAY. Source insisted that
i;sgas his recollection he had introduced JIMMY and RAY in

It was pointed out to source that since the informa-
tion he had furnished about JIMNY CARPENTER and the bank robbery
now appeared to be false, source might also be lying about the
participation of RAY in the bank robbery. Source insisted that
the otherwise unknown JIMMY (last name unknown) had visited him
in 1967, as previously stated and told him of RAY's participa-
tion with JIMMY in the robbery.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Date: §/17/66

Transmit the loliowing in

(Type in plaintext er code)

|

|

|

a

|

: |
FBI }
| l
|

s

|

{

!

{

AIRTI L ATIR HAIL

Via _

S|

(Priority) - |

OO S

SAC, CHICAGO {44-1114)
SAC, SPRINGRIFLD (44-561)
MURKIN

Be Bureau telephone call to Springfieid 6/14/68.

<o T

On inztruction of ¢ Jureau, receiving oliices gre
to convess laundry and & rleﬂn1nv exstablishnents
tu.:a nf T’\ it AR RAY ' 880012 '

ave knovwn in contacte ““tznali hm
and dr} cleani sarks assigned t

of centact 1o 1n 33 1b1‘ and M
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) .

FBI

Date: 3/19/68
PLAINTEXT

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

Transmit the folléwing in

I P

r——-

DIRECTOR, ¥BI (44-38861)
SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)
MURKIN
RE SI TEL TO BUREAU JUNE EIGHTEEN LAST, BOSTON AIRTEL
TO BUREAU JUNE THIRTEEN LAST, AND ST. LOUIS AIRTEL 70 5I

JUNE THIRTEEN LAST, - | o ~
BOSTON ADVISES CONTACT WITH SAVAGE ARMS, INC,, DISCLOSED

THERE IS NO WAY TO TRACE WEAPON SIMILAR TO ONE RECOVERED

AFTER BANK OF ALTON ROBBERY.

ST, LOUIS ADVIBED w GAVRON HAS REPEATEDLY

DENIED ANY CONTACT WITH JAMES EARL RAY SUBSEQUENT TO HIS
~ RSCAPE FROM MSP, BUT ST. LOUIS CONTEMPLATES REINTERVIEW OF

GAWEON IN VIEW RAY'S APPRENENSION. |

B ONE SIX ONE FOUR DASN C ANV,

INFORMATION RICHARD COVI , SUBPECT IN BANK OF ALTON

ROBBERY, HARBORKD UNKNOWN INDIVIMUAL AT HIS RESIDENCE OX

FOURTH STREET, ALTON, FOR APPROXIMATELY SEVEN DAYS JULY,

SIXTYSEVEN; LATER ALLEGED TO HAVE ATTEMPTED 70 BURN CLOTHING

1 - g;g::um%ex) - ef-278 73/

1 - Memphis (44-1987) | e Nﬂﬂ:« |

@D - Bt., Louis (44~775) (AN) SERIALIZED,
e o JUN20 1968

FBI—ST. LOUIS

{

Approved: » : ‘ | , M  Per
Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

 FBI
Date:

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

AND DISPOSE OF UNIDENTIFIED WEAPON., INFORMANT INSTRUCTED
TO FOLLOW UP INFORMATION VIGOROUSLY AND REPORT RESULTS
PRONPTLY, |

COPIES MAILED CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND 5T, LOUIS.

Approved:.

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI

| Date: 6/21/38
Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT

(Type in plaintext or code)

URGENT

(Priority)
DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) |
SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN

RE SI TEL TO BUREAU JUME TWENTY LAST.

51 ONE SIX ONE FOUR DASH C T0 UNABLE TO VERIFY
RESIDENCE HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON AT FOURTH STREET ALTON
ABOUT TIME OF BR AT BANK OF ALTON, INFORMANT CONTINUING

INQUIRY m::r/mm /
, MOTHER OF CAROLYN WYATf, STATES CAROLYN

NOT IN ALTON AT THIS TIME, DUE TO RETURN EARLY NEXT WERK.
WILL BE INTERVIEWED AT EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY.
MAIL COPY TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS, AMD ST, LOUIS.

1 -~ Springfield (44-561)
1 -« Chicago (44-1114
1l « Memphis (44-1987
- 8t. Louis (44-715) (Al)
CH/s8 )

(4)

Approved:
, Special Agent in Charge
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F:-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI
Date: 6/24/68

. ¥ . ]
Transmit the following in [Typein plaintent or code)

TELETYPE URGENT

(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (PP. 1)

MURKIN
RE SI TEL TO BUREAU JUNZ/Eﬁ;RT?ONE, LAST.
HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON/ARRESTED DURING PAST WEEKEND IN

POSSESSION OF STOLEN CUB CADET TRACTOR. INCARCERATED MACOUPIN

COUNTY JAIL. WILL BE INTERVIEWED,
SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR - C REPORTS NO SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS

ON INQUIRIES BUT CON:I‘/}!]LIWG EFFORTS

CAROLYN W AS NOT RETURNED ALTON TO DATE.
| AM COPIES FURNISHED CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS. P.

1 - Springfield (44-561)
1 - Chicago (44-1114) (AM)
- Memphis (44-1987) (AM) | ./
1/~ St. Louis (44-775) (AM) - - —
{RCH :mpb | L(Ll 7/3 — A3
(4) | SEARCHED It
L | | SERALIZED,

BEETelate]
N l";- 10

FN-—STLOUS A
' 2 D

e

Approved:

Special Agent in Cherge
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o © 6/20/68
PLAINTEXT =~ -

' TELETYPE  URGENT

o ‘;Tag«»;{,; nzxzcwoa, PBI

(:-}?Fnou . sac, SPRINGFIELD (44~561> ff?w
o xnaxrx..;,. B e | o
 - RE SPRINGPIEL'.TELETYPE 70 Bunxan JUNE uxsnrxsu Lasr;_
| SI ONE (' C ADVISED TODAY THAT WOMAN |
f*wao saw. tm W MAN AT JPKRTMENT OF HAROLD RICHARD

ATT. WYATT nas BEEN VICTIM oF

 wsTa £ase INVESTIGATED BY ST va:sion. 'EFFORTS TO LOCATE

| Q*wxarr 70 narz uusvccsssrun R _

" COVINGTON DESCRIBED WMA, FIVE FEET EIGHT INCHES,
ONE SIX ZERO rouuns,_anown'aazn AND BLUE EYES, AGE THIREY
“cavxusrou nssrs DESCRIPTION OF SHOTGUN nau 1] Ronann!, |

“:THE Banx or ALmoa R

INVESTIG&TION COHTI&‘UIEG INTO THIS ASPBQT AND SI

".'enx SIX oux POUR DASH C wonxxuc PULL TIHE‘TO 'DEVELOP

-':sronnamxou. L e
ccpxms MAILEQ 70 caxcaso uzuynxs, ST. LOUIS.

1 - Springfield (44-561) o
- Chiesgo (44-1114) (AM)
]l - Memphis (44-1987) (AM)

St. Louls (44~775) (Am

ﬁ?/smr c | S SER!AL!ZED ST

FBI—-UAINT Louis

- ;54;
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Trdnsmit the following in

FBI
. Date: 6/35/68
" (Type in plaintext or code)

URGENT

(Priority)

- T0: nxnncm ¥BI (44-38861)
. FROM:  8AC, ,mxmrxm (44-561)

| MUBKIN |

RE SI TEL 7O BUREAU JUNE TWENTYFOUR LAST,

_CAROLYN WYATT INTERVIEWED, STATES SHE KNOVS HAROLD
RICHARD COVINGTON{ THAT KE I8 ASSOCIATE OF FORMER BROTHER-
IN-LA¥ JOHN MC CLINTOCK, ALSO SUSPECT IN BR; THAT SHE HAS
ummmummmmnmnxxmummm

b

xmc'mm IDMX]‘ICI’HW .

MACOUPIN COUNTY smxrr SLVI SAWYER ADVISED COVINGTON

»MSMWWNNTEMWPWBEIM
'mmmmmmm SHERIFF WILL ADVIBS

IPWWWVWIRWWTWIHMWAT
nnmmmvmxnxrmems |
mn.cowsm CHICAGO, mumsm LOUIS.

Dgigh lousds
(é)” 8t. bo::l.s (44-775) (AN) | | __FBI—ST. Louis

RCH/s8 |
LL . __ | |

l - Bpringfield (MQIA.L;

CJUN2 7 1968

- Approved: ,

Special Agent in Charge
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6/25/68

AITRTEL

SAC, SPRIRGFIELD (44-361)
SAC, CHICAGO (44~1114)(»)

MURKIN

iRe Springfield airtel to Boston dated 5/31/68,
For information ef Cincisnati, 8t. Louis has
advised that JOEN EUGERNE G lleged JAMES EARL RAY
and an unnamed man, robbed a bank in June - July, 1967.
GAWRON subseguently vevealed the location as the Bank of
Alton, Ililinoils, and the unnamed man as JIMIE (LRU),
and that he was visited by JIMMIE (LXU)} Cthe night of
3/13 - 14/68, : : ARPERTES; FBI #230 243 is
known to have visiteéd GAWRON on theSe dates, however,
CARPENTER was in St. louie City Jaill from 6/5/67 - 3/1/68,
and could not have participated in the Alton bank robbery.

The bank of Alton, Illinois was robbed by 2
enkoown subjects on 7/13/67, wearing nylon stocking masks
and using & sawed off shotgun. They escaped with 3237,230.

- Description of the nusber 2 man could fit RAY.

Subsequent to the bank robbery a shotgun and
items of clothing were found in 2 vacant lot in Alton,
including & white Van Beusen Van-Guard shirt with
markings "NU" or "NO", "JOH - U" or "JOH -~ O", inside
collar; a2 pair of tan pleated trousers with the markings
"4-~" and "3107-3" on the right front pocket and "TS276"
nné "UT703" on the right rear pocket.

2 ~ Springfield by - /175 i /"/
1—~ i i =
1 - Mph?:‘%44 cﬁsﬁﬁfgfu} ’ mgp,_,___moacfn:‘__

~ Indi 1

§ 2 B, e s —
- Chica JUN2 T 19
{1 - gg"-&‘&?ﬁ) FBl—-ST. LOUIS

?g‘c:s M
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C8 44-1114

Bureav has instructed that certain offices
are to canvas laundry and dry cleaning establisiments
regarding these laundry and dry cleaning marks.

Hr. RALPH YONEKE, American laundry and Dry
Cleaning Institute, Chicage Street, Joliet, Illipeis,
advised these marks were probably made by a machine
manuiactured by the National Marking Hachin® Compan
4026 Cherry 8treet, Cincinnati, Ohio a that they
could indicate the location of machines making the abeve
described markings. He does not know of any such markings
being used in the Chicago area.

LEADS

SPRINGFIELD

AT SEPRINGFILRLD, ILLINOIS, Will furnish
Cincinpati, Chicago and other interested offices specifid
information re the laundry and dry cleaning markings on
the recovered clothing as to whether {hey were machine or
hand made, the color of iLhe ink used and whether they
were stamped in the clothiug or on saterial pinned to
the clothing.

CINCINEATI

AT CINCIRBATI, OHIQ. Will contact the Hational
Marking Hachine Company, 4020 Cherry Street, and obiain
all available information regarding ithe above described
dasndry and dry cleaning markings.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) .

FBI

‘Date: 6/2-5/68

Transmit the following in

{Type in plaintext or code)

AXRTEL

(Priority)

— s —— — AT G SR WS S e e P G ma G A g—

SAC, MEMBIIS (44-1S87)
'SAC, KEWARK (44-~854) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN
(00 MEMPHIS)

Re Memnhis teletype to Bureau dated /18/68

On 6/227/68, I LILLIAN DICKIH 2420
Arnoid Street, Camdpfi, N.J., landlady for FCI MARJORIE
LOUIS FETTERS *advifed SA JOAN E, OTT she réceived a telephone
“¢all Irom JERRYAMAY. He said he was calling from tihe home of
his sister In AT. Louis, Mo, where he said he was staying.
In response 1o a question from DICKINSON he said the subject
has not nade an attempt to contact him since his arrest.

Beczause FRTTERS wag not home when he called he left
telephone nnber 314-045<8152 with DICKIHSON so TFETTERS could
yeturn his call.

RAY told DICEINS0N he was soon going to go to hemphis,
Tenn, "to see what is goiag on there', He also said he might
visit his son in VWhitesburg, Tenn, :

On €/23/68, FETTERS telephonically contacted JERRY RAY
at the indicated number., He said he was planning during the
first part of this ccaing week on traveling to Whitesburg, Tenn,
to visit his son and also on goxn¢ to Memphis, Tenn, if his
enployer in Illinois did not requlre hisxyxeturn to work.

JERRY RAY said if he nakes the deseribed trips he
might try to earn somg noney by selling intervievs of hiuself
to the various forms of mass media located along the route of
his travels. TETTERS received the impression JERRY RAY is
enjoying the attention and pubhlicity he is receiving as
a result of instant matter, ‘ Qf.' '7f)

2-Nennhis
@'-S i e Louis
S-Newark
(1.1 37-58286)
(1L-137-6829)
JEQ/mbm
Appro(v'gé}:

Specml Agent in C‘mrge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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| .
| JERRY BAY told FETTERS he would like to se:

her again, ©She is of the opiniovn, he is still seriocusly
interested in her. He did noet try to meke spacific plans for
a medfing during this couversation, howvever, | '

1 In response to a question by FETTERS, JERRY RAY said
RO ﬁh% best of his knowledge the subject has not tried towntact
him since his arrest, e |

i
]
;

!

l
|
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FD-302 (Rev. 1-25-50) .5"”"”‘"'“?' ‘L. BUREAU OF ’N‘;’E-'*"?"'-GA‘

Date May 23, 1968

CLEM RENGEL, Vice President, Rengel Realty Company,
3612 Scuth Grand Boulevard, St, Louis, Missouri, advised that
their records reflect that the property at 1912 California
Avenue, St. Louis, was rented on October 9, 1967, to JOHN RAY
on a monthly basis for a monthly rental of $70. The telephone
number is reflected as PRospect 1-2477 at that location. These
records also reflect he additionally paid rent on November 20,
1967, December 11, 1967, and January 16, 1968; each occasion
paying the amount of $70., These records do not reflect
whether payments were made in cash or by check. Notation on
the back of the card reflects "Crape Vine 1982 Arsenal, 776~
94170? o

Mr. RENGEL stated the only other additional infor-
mation they had in their office would be an application for
reat.

He made available this application for rent which
is dated October 9, 1967. This application for rent of 1912
California Avenue for a moanthly rental of $70 reflects the
premises are to be used as living quarters. The applicant's
name is reflected as JOHN RAY, giving an address of 2100
Russell Street, indicating he has lived there for two months,
Ris telephons nunber is reflectsd as PRospzct 1--2477, and also
23 CARQL PEPPER, MIssion 5=2948, Additional notation indicates
“1982 Arsenal, Grape Vine 778=-9417",

Notation on this application reflectis '"We are leasing
2 tavern at 1982 Arsenzl from Miller & Scheer, PR 6-4400."

o References are reflected as (1) CLARENCE HAYNES,
WA L=3208, 1822 North 2ist Street; (2) ¥iller & Scheer Real
Estate,

Netation at bottom of this application reflects
"shone no. ¥I 5-2%48 Carol Pepper/sister 2025 Bel Voe, Maplewood,
TE'\@O"

FIIB # SIJ: 44""775 ’7%{3

LOPATTRYCK W

54
53 ROSERT |
e Date dictated 5/21/68

-
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI .and is loaned to
Your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside Your agency.
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FD-302 (Rev. 1-25-60) ‘EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA'I.J

Date __May 23, 1968

NAOMI REGAZZI, nee Haynes, was interviewed at her
residence, 2231 Lynch Street, St. Louis, Missouri.

She stated that she was employed from January 1,
1968, to May 16, 1968, as night barmaid at the Grape Vine
Tavern, 5:00 p.m, to 1:30 a.m.,, six days a week., She stated
that her salary was $60 a week which she took out of the cash
register once a week leaving a memorandum to that effect.

She stated that she obtained this job through an
advertisement in a St. Louis newspaper and first met JOHN
RAY as result of answering the above ad. She stated that
JOHN RAY was the person who hired her and was the manager
of the Grape Vine Tavern, She stated that CAROL PEPPER,
JOHN's sister, was the owner and occasionally was in and
out of the tavern but never stayed for any great length of
time,

She indicated that RUBY (last name unknown) is a
day barmaid and either is married to or lives with CLARENCE
HAYNES (no relation), owner of a moving business, She stated
that RUBY has some type of health problem and is frequently
hospitalized for periods of times for some type of care.

Subsequent to being employed there and prior to
April 1, 1968, specific date not recalled, she had occasion
to get into a personal conversation with JOHN RAY, at which
time he indicated he had a brother named JIM and a brother
named JERRY in Chicago, Illinois. He never mentioned the
whereabouts of JIM and never at anytime indicated he knew
thz whereabouts of JIM, Additionally, she pointed out he
never mentioned the fact that JIM was an escapee or prisoner
and, therefore, she had no knowledge of JIM's escape status.

Subsequent to that conversation, she later met JERRY
from Chicago, whom she described as a man of very low intellect
and who, when he has four or five beers, desires to be in the
limelight.

She stated that JOHN's brother, JIM RAY, has never
visited JOHN to her knowletige, nor communicated with him in
any way since she has become acquainted with JOHN., Further,
she is of the opinion from conversations with JOHN, details

St. Lou.i®, Missouri File # SL: 44-775 - &//

SA PATRICK W. BRADLEY'and

b, 54 ROBERT SS PWB/pjh 5/21/68
Y Date dictated

on 5/21/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conciusions of the FBI. It i{s the property of the FBI .and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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SL: ' 44-775

not recalled, that JOHN has not had any contact with JIM for
a number of years.

When the news was on television identifying the
assassin of MARTIN LUTHER KING as JAMES EARL RAY, she immedi-
ately telephonically contacted JOHN and asked JOHN if that
was his brother, JIM, that he had previously spoken of. She
described his answer as saying, '"No, I don't know nothing
about it" and hung up.

Later on in a personal confrontation, JOHN said that
was his brother but he has not seen him in a long time., She
asked him why he had previously stated it was not him. He.
indicated to her that his reason was that he wanted no know-
ledge of this connection around the Grape Vine Tavern for
business reasons and further for personal reasons wanted no
part of it inasmuch as he had not seen his brother in a very
long time.

REGAZZI described JOHN RAY as a man of low intellect,
however, slightly more intelligent than JERRY, who is close-
nouthed and has no close ties with anyone, specifically not
having any close family ties, |

She stated it was her opinion that JOHN is not close
with anyone because of his personality complexes caused by
family problems when he was a child and his current speech
impediment. She stated that she does not believe that JOHN
lied to her about not having any knowledge of JIM because JOHN
is completely aware of her background noting that she is the
ex~wife of BOB REGAZZI, St. Louis burglar and stick-up man
and also associated with notorious St. Louis stick-up men
and burglars, IKE UNDERWOOD, JAMES STANLEY, MARVIN DALE BERRY,
and others of similar ilk, '

NAOMI REGAZZI advised that if she developed any
knowledge regarding the subiect or any information or indi-
cation that JOHN RAY had any knowledge of the subject, she
would immediately notify the FBI. |

REGAZZI stated that she terminated her employment
for multiple reasons; one of them being health, however, the
real prime reason being that she felt that if the news leaks
out of JOHN's relationship to the subject and the fact that

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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SL: 44-775

he operates the Grape Vine Tavern, that the Negro element who
reside in this integrated neighborhood might take reprisals by
using violence around the tavern,

She stated that JOHN had also mentioned to her that
the FBI had been arocund talking to him and he could not under-
stand why because he had not seen his brother in a long time,
He was not specific about the time element, however, led her
to believe that it had been a number of years just by his
method of saying it. |

REGAZZI stated that there is no prostitution around
the Grape Vine Tavern, however, a certain caliber of illiterate
hoosier girls hang out there and on occasion are promiscuous
with the customers at the tavermn, however, not for pay.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-302 (Rev. 1-25-60) .,EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATI.

Date June 10, 1968

, JOHN LARRY RAY was interviewed at his place of bus-
iness, the Grape Vine Tavern, 1982 Arsenal Street, St. Louis,

Missouri.

He was questioned regarding his employment that
could be verified or his whereabouts that could be verified
during the month of April, 1967. After some thought, he
stated that to the best of his recollection, he worked for
a short time as a painter and maintenance man at a hotel be-
lieved to be 902 North Kingshighway, which is managed by a
woman.

He stated that he felt this was after April, how-
ever he could not recall specifically but did recall that he
sometime prior to that, put an ad in the paper believed to be
the St. Louis Post Dispatch, indicating that he was attempt-
ing to get workas a painter. As a result of this ad he was
contacted by an interior decorator or pairting contractor, whose
name he could not recall, but whose name he would attempt to
locate through records who he went to work for on a day to day
basis on a number of occasions. He stated this individual
operated from his residence which at that time was believed
to be in the 5700 block of Westminster about the middle of
the block on the north side of the street where there was
usually a painting truck parked. He stated this individual
he recalls on one or two occasions, mentioned that he had just
returned from the Colorado area and usually did small house
painting jobs. After delivering JOHN RAY to a given job
on a given day, he would then leave supposedly to make other
estimates on other jobs, therefore, JOHN LARRY RAY had little
personal contact with him. JOHN LARRY RAY stated that he would
attempt to locate any records that would show his employment
during the year of 1967.

After considerable thought he advised that he was
of the opinion that during April or May, 1967, he was pro-
bably residing on the second floor at 1822 North 21st Street,
which building is owned by CLARENCE HAYNES.

6/3/68 ., ,St. Louis, Missouri Eile # SL 44-775 — &/7

SA ROBERT aHESS .j\( |
DA pwr /1en
(v S

i

SA PATRICK W. BRADLEY Date dictated __6/7/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBIl. It is the property of the FBIl .and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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~” FD-302 (Rev. 1-25-60) | ‘EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAT‘

Date 5-24-.68

 JOHN LARRY RAY, 1902a Cherokee, was interviewed at
that location at which time he supplied the following 1nfor-
mation: . o :

RAY identified a photograph of JAMES DAVID DAILEY
as a person known to him only as "J.D."™ who at one time operated
a tavern on Morrison Street in St. Louis and with whom RAY
got involved in a fist fight with sometime in 1960, RAY is
of the opinion that although he knows "J.D." by sight he does
not believe that DAILEY knows him. RAY was unable to provide
any information whether his brother, JAMES EARL RAY, and DAILEY
have ever known each other. :

RAY was questioned regarding his stay at the Mac
Arthur Hotel in St. Louis at which time he readily stated
that approximately two or three months ago he spent a night
at the MacArthur Hotel with the night barmaid of the Grape-
vine Inn, NAOMI REGAZZI (phonetic). According to RAY he regis-
tered as Mr. and Mrs. JOHN RAY and provided a fictitious address.
He was questioned regarding the address 1886 Wyoming. at which
time he stated it is entirely possible that he used that address
when registering, however, it does not have any particular
significance to him, :

RAY stated that in the early fall of 1967, his father,
'JERRY RAYNES, had sold a house on Park Avenue in St., Louis and
gave to RAY $1000 to hold for him. RAY indicated that he had
saved approximately $3000 from various employments .and indicated
that on many occasions carried this cash on his person.and
stated that even to this date it is not unusual for him. to
carry $500 or $600 on him. RAY denied any of the money .saved
by him had been obtained in an unlawful manner. RAY supported
this statement by saying that in the operation of the Grape-
vine Tavern it is necessary to have an abundance of cash for
various bills and he also pays the employees at the tavern
in cash. :

RAY stated that in early August of 1967, he had
decided to drive to San Francisco, California, in an attempt
to invest the money he had at that time in a bar or other..
profitable business. He indicated that he drove alone to
California, and while in San Francisco, stayed several days

on 95-18-68 2 St. Louis, Missouri File # __SL 44-775 - /o7

SA ROBERT ESS
by SA PATRICK W. BRADLEY) PﬁﬁAH amb

v v

Date dictated 5-20-68 e

\:
This document contains neither recommendations nor concMwwews-of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI .and is loaned te
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. '

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




SL 44-775

at various cheap hotels in the downtown area, exact names
unrecalled. He did say that he failed to find a suitable
business opened and while on the return trip to St. Louis

he decided to travel to Tijuana, Mexico. He related that

he had heard of the numerous dishonest people and thieves

in Mexico so while traveling through an unnamed town in Wyoming
he purchased $750 worth of travelers' checks. RAY stated
that he then drove to Tijuana and after his arrival there
stated it was extremely difficult for him to understand the
language, that he did not like the place, and within two
hours after his arrival departed en route to St. Louis, Mis-
souri.

RAY stated the entire trip required approximately
two weeks and he emphatically denied any knowledge of or contact
with his brother, JAMES EARL RAY, during the trip or at any
time following JAMES' escape from the Missouri State Peniten-
tiary. He stated he never knew that JAMES RAY was in California,
until the current publicity regarding him.

RAY added that upon his arrival in St. Louis during

the last week of August, 1967, he opened bank accounts at

the Manufacturers Bank and also the Jefferson-Gravois Bank.
He indicated that both accounts were opened as the combined
business hours of both banks were suitable to his own hours.
RAY stated that deposits to open these accounts were made
with the remaining cash he had on hand and the travelers'
checks which he purchased in Wyoming.

RAY was questioned regarding the financial status
of his brother, JAMES RAY, while he was in the Missouri State
Penitentiary and RAY stated that he had no idea as to how
much money JAMES had, however, he reiterated the previous
recollection of statements made by JAMES during visits to
the Missouri State Penitentiary that if he got out of the
penitentiary he would leave the country. JOHN RAY stated
that he assumed that his brother would have had sufficient
money to do just that. He denied any knowledge of sources
of income for his brother but he again assumed that if his
brother was involved in the sale of amphetamine or in the.
loan business while in the penitentiary he would then presumably
have made some money. RAY denied any knowledge or informa-
tion that anyone outside the penitentiary owed money to his
brother or was hdding money for him.
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May 23, 1968

JOHN LARRY RAY was interviewed in the vicinity of
the Grapevine Tavern in a Bureau automobile.

JOHN RAY stated that, if his brother had been in
St. Louis or had visited St. Louis following his escape
from the Missouri State Penitentiary, he would definitely
have contacted him (JOHN RAY), particularly if he needed
help in the way of money or place to stay. He emphatically
denied that this took place., He stated he would still help
his brother if his brother asked him to or contacted him in
any way, however, he feels he would tell the interviewing
Agent about it after it happened,

With regard to JOHN GAWRON, he stated that his
rother is acquainted with JOEN CAWRON, however, is positive

that he would rever contact him if in St. Louis and a fugitive
because he does not trust him. JOHN RAY described CAWNRON as
an old crazy man, who talks about "jobs" and ''cases jobs" but
never pulls any, He talks all the time about the past and
jobs he pulled in the past, however, tells various versions
of the jobs at variocus times, therefore, believed to be by
JOHN RAY a complete liar and "idiot."

He stated that if his brother was dealing in
amphetamines in prison thathe would probably have had plenty
of money on him at time of escape, because dealers of
amphetamines in prison are usually the top money holders,

JOEN RAY stated that he is of the opinion that his
brother immediately left the coumntry after his escape and
basis this opinion on the fact that during his visits with JIM,
JIM indicated thathe intended to leave the country when he got
out, inasmuch as he was sick of the law enforcement harassment
in +hls country,

With regard to JAMES L, OWENS, fall partner of JIM
in 1959 hold-up of the Kroger Store, he stated that he does not
believe that his brother would be in contact with OWENS because
he is of the opinion he would kill OWENS if he saw him again,
He stated he believes this because he feels OWENS was responsible
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for the arrest and conviction of JI¥M, hoWever, did not gain this
impression from conversations with JIM, merely surmised it
because OWENS pleaded guilty and got a lighter sentence than
JIM.

On viewing the Identification Order photographs,
JOHN RAY stated that the photograph with the crew cut looks
more like his brother, JIM, to him, however, he noted this
is possibly because he does not recall ever seeing JIM with
long hair, noting that he always Wwore a crew cut.

When questioned regarding his smiling reaction to
each question, he stated that his facial reaction is a nervous
reaction, which in the past on questioning by the police has
caused him trouble. He stated that it is merely a nervous
reaction and he is not eluding to any knowledge that he
mizkt be withholding,

JOHN ERAY stated that the name JAMES DAVID DAILEY
is unknown to him but, when questioned regarding a man known
as "J, D,," he does re@all a man who owned a bar at Twelfth
and Morrison Street a aumber of years ago who was known as
“"J, D, This individual later owned the Half-¥ay House
Restaurant on Jefiferson Avenue, He stated that he does not
believe that “J, D,” knows him by namz, He stated the reason
he recalls "J, D,” was that on ome occasion, while in the
bar at Twelfth and Morrison, “J, D,” "sicked’™ seven men on
him and later he caught “J, D,” alone and beat him up because
of this. He stated irnsofar as he knows his brother, JIM, is
unknown to "J, D,"”, bhowever, he has no way of knowing whether
o not they are acquainted,

wWith regard to the money sent to the penitentiary
in 1963 in the amcunts of $35.00, $65.0¢ and $530,00, he does
not recall sending those amounts and again reiterated that he
transferred no meoney from anvbody to or for JIM RAY while
he was in the penitentiary. He stated that he never sent
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JIM more than $15.00 or $20.00 at any given time, and he is of the
opinion that he may have sent some money to JIM under JERRY's
name, however, it would be amounts of $15.00 or $20.00 or less,

He pointed out that he has never given anyone permission to

send money to his brother under his name and no one has ever
approached him in that 1egard.

He stated that about 1963 and possibly part of 1962,
for about four to six months, he resided at his grandmother's
rooming house on Hickory Street and the street which would be
directly behind this was commonly called "Gallie,’ however,
it is no longer in existence due to the routing of Interstate
Highway 55,

He stated that in 1964 and 1965 he went to Florida,
where he worked for a very short period of time at Flamingo

City, which iz about ninety miles from ¥iami, believed to be in
the Everglades Natiomal Park. Thereafter, believed during

the same pericd of time, he wemnt to New York City, remained a
short time and then went to work for a shert period of time

at the Concord Hotel in the Catskill Mountains, just outside

of New York City. Thereafter, he returned to New York City

for a short period of time and drew uneuployment.

Sometime thereafter, he returned to the Chicago area
where he worked in various country clubs and in about October,
1966, he came to St. Louis. For a short period of time he
resided with his sister at 712 Shenandoah and then for a
couple of months resided at JOHN GAWRON's resideance on South
Eleventh Street. Following this he resided for about three
months at 1822 North Twenty-first Street., He then obtained
a room at 2001 or 2100 Russell for a short period of time and
in about October of 1967 rented an apartment at 1912 California
Street. He kept that apartment for about three or four months.

He stated to the best of his recollection for a
short period of time, about November or December, 1967, he
resided at 2010 Shenandoah and he also recollects from about
August, 1967, or September, 1967, he resided at 2012 Lafayette
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and for a short period of time in the early part of 1967 he
also resided at 1806 or 1808 Lafayette,

He stated that in between 2lil of the above-mentioned
residences he would stay sometimes a week or two at a time with
e ither his sister on Shenandoah or with JOHN GAWRON on Scuth
Eleventh Street and cccasionally stayed a few days at 1819 Park,
where his father, JERRY RAYNES, lived at the time.
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Date _ 5-24-68

CHESTER SPRATT, 3809 Russell, advised that he had
entered Missouri State Prison at Jefferson City, Missouri,
during February, 1962, after being convicted of rape in Eminence,
Missouri. SPRATT indicated that he received ten years for
this sentence and was subsequently released from the Missouri
State Prison on June 6, 1967,

SPRATT related that while incarcerated at the Mis-
souri State Penitentiary he worked in the license tag sectionA
as a welder during his entire time there,

- SPRATT was exhibited photographs of JAMES EARL RAY
and stated that he had recently seen these photographs in the
newspaper and on television in St. Louis, however, he was
not familiar at all with RAY. He stated that he read the
accounts in the St. Louis newspapers regarding RAY's escape
from the Missouri State Penitentiary and readily acknowledged
that he was an inmate when RAY escaped in the bakery truck,
however, SPRATT once again emphatlcally denied ever having
any acqua1ntance with RAY. :

SPRATT indicated that he was unaware of knowing
anyone who may be familiar with RAY, however, mentioned the
possibility that CHARLES WALTERS, also known as "FIFTY", was
possibiy an individual who may remember him since WALTERS
had a wide acquaintanceship inside the penitentiary.

SPRATT was advised of the provisions of the Harbor-
ing Statute at which time he acknowledged that he was familiar
with the law in that regard and he promised complete coopera-
tion with the FBI, however, felt he would be of little help
since he was not acquainted with RAY.

On _5-15-68 /uii’ Louis, Missouri File # SL 44-775
SA ROBERT HESS

b SA PATRICK W, BRADLFW ~é;H amb 5-20-68
y Date dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI .and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



QD'_”Z (Rev. 1-25-60) QDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIC’

Date May 24, 1968

WALTER E. NOLAN, 5206 Washington Avenue, apartment
2, was interviewed at the office of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, 1520 Market Street, St. Louis, at which time
he supplied the following information:

NOLAN emphatically denied since last being inter-
viewed by Bureau agents that he has had any contact with or
knowledge of the whereabouts of JAMES EARL RAY. He reiter-
ated what he had previously mentioned that he also has had
no contact with RAY since RAY escaped from the Missouri State
Penitentiary (MSP). He pointed out that at the present time
RAY would have no way of knowing that NOLAN was released from
the MSP and, therefore, would not even by aware that NOLAN
is in St. Louis, Missouri.

Regarding NOLAN's association with RAY in the MSP,
NOLAN commented that it was possible that RAY may have used
amphetamines on occasion, however NOLAN never knew of RAY
to sell or to deal in that or any other narcotic.

NOLAN did say that he knew JAMES EARL RAY to have
a four for three loan business at MSP as on several occasions
RAY had asked NOLAN if he ever needed any money, RAY had
sufficient to loan him. RAY once told NOLAN that he had
paid off a debt of an unnamed inmate and asked NOLAN how he
could receive the re-payment from the inmate since the inmate
had arranged for someone outside the prison to pay off the
debt to RAY. RAY desired to know how the money could get
into the prison past the warden as the warden had questioned
RAY on several occasions regarding money being held for him
by prison authorities. NOLAN indicated that it was the
warden's belief that this money was in payment for narcotics.

NOLAN was unable to recall whether he had suggested
it to RAY or it was a mutual agreement between he and RAY
that this outside person send the payment to RAY in the name
of oneof RAY's brothers. NOLAN was of the opinion this was
how the re-payment was handled, however had no concrete know-
ledge of which brother's name was used or the amount of the
payment. NOLAN estimated that RAY possibly had $300 to $400
at the most when he escaped from MSP but seriously doubts
that RAY had any more than that.
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NOLAN stated that while incarcerated in MSP, RAY
worked in the bakery as a bread cutter. In addition to RAY ,
in the bakery, there were approximately 150 additional inmates,
NOLAN commented that he doubted that over six of these fellow
inmates had ever held conversations with RAY totaling more
than 30 minutes. He stated that RAY was a good worker, a
clever and thoughtful person, a conservative thinker, very
closed mouthed and an individual who does not generally do
things on the spur of the moment. NOLAN added that at no
time did RAY exhibit any foreign language ability nor was
there any talk of travel outside of the continental United
States by RAY. However, on one occasion RAY did mention to
NOLAN that he had been to the West Coast. Although NOLAN stated
that RAY did not have any close family ties, the place most
often spoken of by RAY was 1111n01s where NOLAN understands
RAY's famly are residents.

NOLAN commented that gproximately 95 percent of the
content of conversations between he and JAMES EARL RAY while
incarcerated in MSP was about how to get out of the peniten-
tiary either legally or illegally. NOLAN emphatically denied
that he had been engaged in any illegal activity inside the
MSP and further stated that he was not the individual who was
caught by prison authorities with numerous bullets in his pocket,
He also stated that there was no truth to the statement that C
JAMES EARL RAY ever had an inmate beaten while in the peniten- -
tiary for non-payment of debt. NOLAN recalled that on either
a Friday or Saturday evening, RAY had sent word to him by
messenger that he wanted tomeet with him for dinner. NOLAN
did join RAY for supper and RAY commented that he had been
granted permission to accompany his attorney to a Missouri
Supreme Court hearing on the following Wednesday. RAY was
desirous of learning the exact procedures in regard to security
of him as a prisoner and if there was any relaxation of the
security, whereby he may be afforded a chance to escape. NOLAN.
reportedly assured RAY that there was no opportunity for escape .
under those'circumstances. According to NOLAN, RAY replied,
"That's okay, I've got something else."

The following Sunday while walking in the yard of
MSP,NOLAN stated that he overheard an inmate, name unknown, com=

plain that someone had stolen a set of hidden civilian clothing,
however at the time didnot pay too much attention to the remarks

-
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made. Several hours later, it was rumored that someone had
on that afternoon walked out the front gate of the MSP.
Eventually word came to NOLAN after a head count had been
taken that evening, that the escapee was JAMES EARL RAY,
NOLAN conjectures that it was RAY who stole the civilian
clothes and who probably changed in the confines of the
bakery and then mingled with the weekend visitors and if a
guard on the double gate was new, which NOLAN says was
true, RAY probably just walked out in this manner,.

NOLAN feels positively that RAY would never have
come to St. Louis, Missouri, after his escape unless he
was merely passing through. He indicated that it is common
knowledge that the St. Louis Police Department and the
Federal Bureau of Investigation in St. Louis are notorious
for developing a network of informants among ex-cons released
from MSP. For this reason, RAY, who NOLAN reiterated never

trusted an inmate while in prison, would certainly not come
to St. Louis and contact anyone here after his escape. NOLAN
again commented that JAMES EARL RAY has a natural ability

to make himself inconspicuous and an individual who usually
stays at arm's length from everyone.

NOLAN is of the belief that RAY is not guilty of
the killingof MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., as the crime is com-
pletely foreign to RAY's personality. He does not believe
that RAY would kill except to avoid returning to prison.
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Date ; Ma! l7. 1968

Mrs. JAMES (MILDRED) OWENS (nee SLONE) Rural
Route Number 3, Sunrise Lake, DeSoto, Missouri, (Jefferson
County), who stated she is a registered nurse, currently |
employed as a nurse at the Bonne Terre Hospital Bonne
Terre, Missouri, was present during an interview conducted
by Special Agents ALBERT J, RUSHING and ROBERT L, BENDER
with her husband at the residence on May 16, 1968.

At the conclusion of the interview with Mr, OWENS,
Mrs, OWENS advised that she and her husband were married on
March 9, 1967, at St., Louis County, Missouri; that they have
continuously resided together as man and wife since
their marriage; that she has never seen JAMES EARL RAY in
her life and never heard of him until there was recent’
publicity regarding him, at which time her husband told her of
his previous knowledge of RAY.

Mrs. OWENS said she has no information in addition
to that furnished by her husband which might be of assistance
in locating JAMES EARL RAY,
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Date __May 17, 1968

JAMES LOAMA OWENS, Rural Route Number 3, Sunrise
Lake, DeSoto, Missouri, (Jefferson County), telephone number -
JUstice 6-2044, who stated he is currently employed as an
automobile salesman by the Arnold Chevrolet Company, Crystal
City, Missouri, furnished the following information:

In 1959 OWENS, while on parole from the Illinois
State Penitentiary at Menard, Illinois, on a conviction for
robbery, was residing at the St., Louis Rescue Mission located
at approximately 4200 Olive Street, St. Louis, Missouri,
which was a sort of "half-way'" house where ex~convicts and
parolees resided., It was at that Mission in 1959 that OWENS
first met and became acquainted with JAMES EARL RAY, OWENS
recalls that "BLACKIE" AUSTIN, who was also on parole out of
Menard, was also residing at the same Mission in St. Louis
at that time and brought RAY around to the Mission as a friend
and it was as a result of this that OWENS became acquainted with
RAY.

OWENS, as one of the conditions of his parole, was
employed at that time at the St. Louis Rescue Mission, as a
barber.

After OWENS became acquainted with RAY, he learned
that RAY's mother and grandmother were then operating a rooming
house on Hickory Street near Mississippi Avenue in St, Louis
and OWENS assumed that RAY was living with the mother and
grandmother there, although he did not have specific information
in that regard, OWENS dees recall on one or two occasions he
acompanied RAY to the rooming house operated by the mother and
grandmother.

OWENS has always liked RAY, characterizing him as
a quiet fellow, who never pried or bragged., He was a thinker
and a reader. He read a wide variety of things and OWENS
does not recall that he had any special interest in any
particular subject or topic of reading material. RAY also
liked automobiles and liked guns, 7The type of guns which RAY
apparently liked and the only type of guns OWENS knew of him
to have were pistols and handguns, not rifles or shotguns,
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