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• • 

Re: ALLEGED APPEARANCE OF JAMES EARL RAY 
AT JEFFERSON-GRAVOIS BANK; ST. LOUIS, 
MISSOURI, IN SUMMER, 1967. 

Mr. A.G. ARB, Vice President, Jefferson-Gravois 
Bank of,·St. Louis, 2604 South Jefferson Avenue, St. Louis, 
telephone PR 1-8833, on May 16, 1968, made available for 
examination records of this bank disclosing sales of travelers 
checks in the pefiod from January 1, 1967 through August 30, 
1967. It is noted that this bank sells travelers checks of 
American Express Company, First National City Bank of New York, 
and Bank of America. These records, consisting of duplicate 
copies of the application for travelers checks signed by the 
purchaser, did not disclose the sale of any travelers check to 
JAMES EARL RAY in his name or that of any of his known aliases, 
n•"',.. did the records disclose any sale o,f travelers checks to JAMES 

' J ~. ,. 

OWENS, an associate of RAY. No travelers checks sales were 
disclosed to JOHN RAY or CAROL PEPPER, JAMES EARL RAY's brother 
and sister, respectively. 

I-" ' 

iMrs~ MARGARET HOLMES, teller, Jefferson-Gravois Bank, 
who handles the·sale of travelers checks at the bank, was unable 
to identify ~hotographs of JAMES EARL RAY exhibited to her 
May 16, 1968, by SA HOWARD C. KENNEDY as being identical with 
anyone she has.ever seen at the bank. 
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1 Date __ 5:;....--=2=3::....-.....::6::;..i8.___ ____ _ 

Records of the Manufacturers Bank and Trust Company 
of st. Louis, 1731 South Broadway, st. Louis, Missouri, tele­
phone MA 1-1230, disclosed the following information: 

The only available records in existence at this time 
pertaining to sales of Travelers' Checks by Manufacturers 
Bank and Trust Company in 1959 are contained in a large bound 
journal or register listing sales of American Express Travelers' 
Checks in the period from June 9, 1942, to June 29, 1962. 
This register is comprised of 300 pages and it is being stored 
for permanent retention. This register in the period August 
through December, 1958, and in the calendar year 1959 did 
not disclose any sale of Travelers' Checks to JAMES EARL RAY 
or JAMES Lo OWENS nor did it show any sale listed in any of 
their known aliases. 

These records may be obtained on issuance of a sub­
poena duces tecum which should be directed to Mr. HARLEY E. 
SCHWERING, Senior Vice President, Manufacturers Bank and Trust 
Company, St. Louis. 

On 5-17-68 at St. Louis, Missouri rile '6 SL 44-775 

SAA HOWARD C. KENNEDY:amb 5-17-68 by ________________________ Date dictated _________ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It -ts the property of the FBI .and ie loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed o\.\ts!de your agency. 
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RE: ALLEGED BANK ACCOUNT OF JAMES EARL RAY AND 
ALLEGED PURCHASE OF TRAVELERS' CHECKS AT MANU­
FACTURERS BANK AND TRUST COMPANY OF ST. LOUIS, 
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI, IN ~959 

Mr. HARLEY E. SCHWERING, Senior Vice President, 
Manufacturers Bank and Trust Company of St. Louis, 1731 South 
Broadway, St. Louis, Missouri, who was contacted at the bank 
by SAA HOWARD C. KENNEDY on May 17, 1968, caused a search to 
be made of central files of this bank for any record of a 
checking, savings, or loan account,as well as any safe deposit 
box, in the names of JAMES EARL RAY and JAMES L. OWENS and 
all of their known aliases. In the course of this investi­
gation only one account believed pertinent to this investi­
gaion was located. This account was in the name of JAMES 
CARL O'CONNOR, last known address 1727 South 11th Street, 
St. Louis, Missouri. Prior investigation has disclosed tha~. 
the name of JAMES O'CONNOR has been used as an alias by JAMES 
EARL RAY and the address of 1727 South 11th Street, St. Louis, 
Missouri, was a prior residence address of RAY's father, JERRY 
RAYNES, also known as JERRY RAYNS, and RAY's sister, Mrs. 
ALBERT (CAROL) PEPPER, who was then known as CAROL RYAN. 
Detailed information concerning this account is set forth 
elsewhere in this report. 

The Bureau advised on May 27, 1968, that no latent finger­
print impressions were found on the signature card of JAMES CARL 
O'CONNOR in connection with the above account (said card being 
designated Q 354 for identification purposes), and that because of 
the presence of some characteristics which would not be explained 
on the basis of the available known writings of subject, it could 
not be determined whether the "JAMES CARL O'CONNOR" signature on 
the cardwas prepared by the subject; however, significant 
similarities were noted between this questioned signature and the 
available known handwriting of RAY. 

J-/3 
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1 
Date ___ 5_-_2_3_-_6_8 ____ .;..:-r:;._· 

-
Mr. JOSEPH STAHLSCHMIDT, Auditor, Manufacturers 

Bank and Trust Company of St. Louis, 1131 South.Broadway, 
St. Louis, Missouri, who was contacted at the bank, furnished 
the following information and records: 

A signature card executed on March 9, 1959, at the .. 
time a checking account was opened at this bank in the name 
of JAMES CARL O'CONNOR, 1820 South 12th Street, whose address 
was subsequently changed to 1818 South 12th Streei. and- then 
to 1727 South 11th Street, St. Louis, Missouri,, bear~-. the. 
handwritten signature "JAMES CARL O'CONNOR.'' It is believed 
that this is the only handwriting of O'CONNOR appearing on 
this card, however, the card contains further handwritten 
notations indicating that O'CONNOR had no telephone and that 
he was employed as an attendant at a service station, identity 
or location of which was not known. The card also showed 
that he had no former bank accounts. 

Mr. STAHLSCHMIDT made available for use in this 
investigation the original signature card. He requested that 
it be returned to this bank when it is no longer needed. 

On 5-17-68 at __ S_t_._L_o_u_i·_ s_, _M_is_s_o_u_r_i ___ F- i le # _s_L_4_4_-_7_7_5 ______ _ 

5-17-68 

by ----------------------- Date dictated ----------
SAA HOWARD C. KENNEDY:amb 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI y i • It ts the property of the FBI .and la loaned to 
our agency; t and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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1 Date 5-23-68 

Records of the Manufacturers Bank and Trust Company 
of St. Louis, 1731 South Broadway, St. Louis, Missouri; tele­
phone MA 1-1230, disclosed the following information: 

A checking account, known as a personal check plan, 
was opened by an individual using the name JAMES CARL O'CONNOR 
at this bank March 9, 1959, with an initial deposit of $159. 
This account was closed July 20, 1959, by a withdrawal of 
$4. 

When the account was initially opened O'CONNOR used 
the residence address 1820 South 12th Str~et, St. Louis, Mis­
souri, but subsequently his address was changed to 1818 South 
12th Street, St. Louis, and then it was again changed to 1727 
South 11th Street, St. Louis, Missouri. 

This account showed the following additional deposits 
on the dates indicated1 

Date Amount of Deposit 

March 10, 1959 $ 40 
March 13, 1959 40 
March 18, 1959 30 
March 20, 1959 40 
March 26, 1959 370 
April 14, 1959 100 
May 14, 1959 150 
June 2, 1959 42 
June 9, 1959 30 
June 10, 1959 10 
June 17, 1959 .10. 

The account showed withdrawals or charges ranging 
in amount between $4 and $600. Microfilm records disclosed 
photographs of the face side only of the following-described 
checks drawn against this account: 

On 5-17-68 at St. Louis, Missouri F-ile '/I SL 44-775 

SAA HOWARD C. KENNEDY:amb 5-17-68 
by _______________________ Date dictated---------

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI :and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Date 

March 25, 1959 
March 26, 1959 
April 10, 1959 
Apri 1. 26, 1959 
May 1, 1959 
May 4, 1959 
May 9, 1959 
May 12, 1959 
May 21, 1959 
June 19, 1959 
June 23, 1959 
June 27, 1959 
June 30, 1959 
July 12, 1959 

• 

Payee 

Y. P. WEBBE 
" 

CAROL RYAN 
" 

Standard Auto Parts 
JAMES CARL O'CONNOR 
CAROL RYAN 
JAMES CARL O'CONNOR 

" 
" 
tt 

Carson-Union-May-Stern 
JAMES CARL O'CONNOR 
CAROL RYAN 

• 

Amount 

$ 50 
600 

6 
6 

20 
40 

6 
30 
50 

100 
36 

4 
30 
.4 

Only 'one check item was not located on microfilm 
records, this being a $30 withdrawal on June. 2, 1959. 

These records may be obtained on issuance of a 
subpoena duces tecum which should be directed to Mr. HARLEY 
E. SCHWERING, Senior Vice President of the Bank. 
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• 

RE: 1959 ASSOCIATE 
VINCENT P. WEBBE 

• 

The following investigation was conducted by 
SAs THOMAS L. BUCKLEY and CHARLES S. DUKE at St. Louis, 
Missouri, on May 20, 1968: 

ANTHONY GROCHOWSKI, 1111 Delmar, advised that he 
was the brother-in-law of VINCENT Po WEBBE, who died a year 
or more agoo GROCHOWSKI stated that in the years immediately 
prior to his death WEBBE had been a bondsmana GROCHOWSKI 
suggested that his wife, EVA WEBBE GROCHOWSKI, would be 
able to furnish more details regarding VINCENT WEBBE and that 
she could be located at 1431 Cbouteauo 

On May 20, 1968, EVA WEBBE GROCHOWSKI advised that 
her brother, VINCENT P. WEBBE, died June 28, 1967a She 
stated that she had been rather closely associated with her 
brother and frequently kept bond records for him. She advised 
that he only signed police court bonds and never to her knowledge 
signed a bond for any substantial amount of money. According 
to GROCHOWSKI, WEBBE was in the egg and poultry business in 
St. Louis from 1921 to 1941 and that after 1941 he lived 
a life of semi-retirement; the bonding business being only 
a sideline. She stated that VINCENT WEBBE was in ill health 
for about six years before his death and during that time 
seldom left home. 

' 
According to GROCHOWSKI, ANN WEBBE, VINCENT's wife, 

still resides at 1114 Delmar but she stated that ANN WEBBE 
does not read or write English and doubts that any information 
could be obtained from her if she were contacted. 

She stated that her brother kept rather.casual records 
of his bonding business and she has no idea where these 
records could be located today. 

GROCHOWSKI advised that the name JAMES CARL ovcONNOR 
is entirely unfamiliar to her and she cannot recall a transaction 
between any such person and her brother amounting to $600. 
She examined photographs of JAMES 1CARL RAY and stated that he was 
entirely unknown to her. She also"· advised that the name JAMES 
EARL RAY and his known aliases are unfamiliar to her. 

1-/7 
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• 

RE: FELLOW INMATE 

• 

ANDREW WILSON DE CORE, also known as 
Blackie DeCore, 
DeCora 

The following investigation was conducted by 
SAs THOMAS L. BUCKLEY and CHARLES S. DUKE at St. Louis, 
Missouri, on May 20 9 1968: 

Mrso MARY LOUISE SAWYER, 1517A Cora 9 advised 
that she has worked as a nurse at Sto Louis City Hospital #1, 
1515 Lafayette, for approximately four yearso She stated 
that she met ANDREW WILSON DE CORE about two years ago when 
he was a patient at that hospital. He was confined to the 
hospital for a considerable length of time because of a 
broken arm and broken lego Mrso SAWYER advised that after 
his release from the hospital and his subsequent return to 
the Missouri State Prison at Jefferson City she wrote to 
him a number of timeso SAWYER advised that she was not 
aware that DE CORE had been released from prison and stated 
that she has no idea of DE CORE's present whereabouts. Mrs. 
SAWYER examined photographs of JAMES EARL RAY and advised that 
he was entirely unknown to her., She also stated that none 
of RAY 0 s aliases were familiar to her., 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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1 
Date ____ M_a_y_l_3 __ ,_1_9_6_8 __ 

JOHN PAUL VELANTI was re-interviewed at the 
Ste Louis Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
and furnished the following information: 

He described JAMES W. BROWN of Birmingham, Alabama, 
as a good friend with whom he ncelled" and also 9'took care 
of'° in Missouri State Penitentiary (MSP). He described 
BROWN as a friend who would have no reason to lie about him. 
He first met BROWN in the MSP at Jefferson City, Missouri, 
although they were previously in the Kansas City Jail at 
the same time but occupied different tanks. He associated 
with BROWN while both were inmates at the MSP and after 
both had been transferred to the minimum security prison 
at Moberly, Missourio . 

VELANTI.denied recalling any conversations ·whatever 
with subject JAMES EARL RAY and still insists he does not 
know subject RAYo 

VELANTI admitted running a poker game and lottery 
at MSP and in this capacity had numerous inmates working 
for him in various halls at the penitentiary. He knew all 
of these individuals personally and recalls their names. 
Be specifically lll.mentioned one suc:m :nJrn-dl:ividual as JBJ[LL KAUFJFMIAN. 
He specifically re~alled that subject RAY did not work for 
him and recalled no inmate at the MSP with either first or 
last name RAY with whom he associated or conversed at length. 

Be denied planning or executing a burglary or 
robbery of the oil compa~y or any other est~blishment i~ 
Atlanta, Georgia 1 and advi~ed that if be bad pulled sucb a job 
it would have been alo~eo 

He denied ever having lived in Atlanta but recalled 
having stayed there overnight on a couple of occasions when 
driving through. 

VELANTX stated he married his wife, BErTYE 1 nee 
PRITCHARD, in 1965 in Juarez 9 Mexico. He has no information 
whatever concerning her present whereabouts. Her last address 
known to him was 1270 Chaney Drive 9 Bossier City, Louisiana. 
VELANTI 9 s son 9 JAMES 9 by a previous marriage to SHIRLEY HOLSTEIN 

5/11/68 St. Louis~ Missouri ~ SL: 44-775 On ______ at _______________ F-ile ,r ___________ _ 

SA CLE'TXS B. BIDEWELL 
SA W1LlLKAM l?l. WARFIELD CBB: pcd1p 5/13/68 

by -----------------------Date dictated ________ _ 
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was killed at the age of 15 in a car wreck in 1962 in Atlanta. 
VELANTI was married to SHIRLEY HOLSTEIN in Cleveland, Ohio, 
in 1948 and they were divorced around 1950. He stated this 
son never resided with his present wife, BETTYE. 

VELANTI emphatically denied being questioned 
while in jail at Kansas City or at the MSP concerning 
any gangster in the Kansas City area. He was questioned 
by Detective HATFIELD, Kansas City Police Department, in 
regard to the offense for which he was convicted in Kansas 
City. Tbis was on a charge of armed robbery of one JOHN 
RINGO who at that time operated the Drake Hotel in Kansas City. 
VELANTI stated he was not guilty of this robbery; however, 
he took a "bum rap" in the matter rather than divulge his 
actual whereabouts and the person or persons with whom hEf was 
associated at the time the robbery was committed. The other 
violation, according to VELANTI, was in the State of Kansas 
and he would probably have received more time than the 20 
years he got in Missouri. He also was of the opinion at the 
time that he could beat the rap in Missouri. 

VELANTI refused to discuss his actual whereabouts 
at the time of the Drake Hotel robbery, the violation in 
which he was involved, or the person or persons with whom he 
was associated in this matter. He stated any investigation 
in this matter could possibly jeopardize his present parole 
status even though the Statute of Limitations has run on that 
crime .. 

VELANTI denied any knowledge of the connection 
between New Orleans gangsters and gangsters in Kansas City. 
He stated he has no relatives residing in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 
or Atlanta, Georgia. 

VELANTI admitted having considered attempting to 
escape from the MSP but never planned such an escape with 
any accomplice. He denied ever having heard of a prisoner's 
plan to escape to Liberia or having a place he could hide out 
in a cave in Virginia. 

Subsequent to the assassination of President JOHN F. 
KENNEDY 9 VELANTI admits fighting with a fellow prisoner outside 
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the Catholic chapel at the MSP because of a derogatory 
statement made by this prisoner concerning President 
KENNEDY as a' Catholic. He does not recall the name of 
this prisoner and no charges were filed in connection 
with the incident. He denied that this individual could 
have been subject JAMES EARL RAY. He does recall Father 
SCHAFER was at that time the Chaplain but understands that 
Father SCHAFER now has a parish in California, Missouri. 
The above-described incident took place at the MSP in 
1963. 

VELANTI ~ecalled that when he was in the MSP 
A Jkll was occupied by Negroes; however, he understands 
it tlOW houses trustees. 

VELANTI stated he could recall many prisoners 
making derogatory remarks concerning Negroes but he advised 
that inasmuch as he is Catholic, derogatory remarks regarding 
Catholics were not made in his presence. 

When questioned concerning any individuals who might 
dislike him and furnish false information concerning his 
alleged association with RAY, VELANTI mentioned the following 
individuals: 

JOHNNY SHELTON, white, male, age 28, believed 
presently back in MSP on an armed robbery charge from 
Kansas City, Missouri; 

MIKE NOVOGRADIC (phonetic), white, male, age 26, 
believed to be doing 25 years at MSP on a charge of assault 
and molestation from Kansas City; 

"BUGA RED" TOWNSEND, white, male, doing life at 
MSP for killing a priest. 
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1 
May 13, 1968 Date __________ _ 

JOHN PAUL VELANTI upon re-intervie~ on May 12, 
1968, stated after considering the matter he now recalls 
one JIMMY RAYE (phonetic), a white male, age 27, 6'19', 
150 pounds, left handed, who was somewhat active in 
gambling activities at the Missouri State Penitentiary 
(MSP). This individual was also a basketball' player 
at the institution. RAYE is still believed to be at 
MSP and at one time an older brother, believed to be 
LARRY RAYE, was an inmate at the penitentiary. VELANTI 
is of the opinion this RAYE may be confused with subject 
JAMES EARL RAY by the person furnishing information regarding 
an association between him and subject RAY. 

VELANTI recalled JI~ RAYE (phonetic) having 
been in trouble in connection with a gambling debt owed to 
TEX MARTIN, MSP inmate 1 described as a white male doing 
a 25 year sentence from Kansas City on a rape charge. 
MARTIN was al~o active in running gambling games. VELANTI 
pursuaded MARTIN to "lay off" RAYE in connection with· the 
gambling debt owed him. He further recalled this incident 
having taken place in 1963 or 1964 at which time JIMMY RAYE 
was housed in C Hall while he, VELANTI, was residing ~ri ·a. 

G Hall. . ,. --

VELANTI stated his wife's true name at the time:he 
married her was BE"M'YE PITTARD. While in MSP he corresponded 
with her under this name as well as under the names BE'M'YE 
PRITCHARD, BETTYE PETERSON and BE"M'YE VELANTI. He was not 
positive but believed het maiden nam~ to be PETERSON. His 
wife under the name BE"M'YE PITTARD was employed ·for several 
years as a key punch operator for the Louisiana - Ar~ansas 
Railroad at both their Shreveport and Atlanta office~~ Her 
parents and relatives are believed to reside in Atlanta. He 
recalled that BETTYE was at one time a member of the ,downtown 
branch of the Alcoholics Anonymous Club in Shreveport, Louisiana. 
She also may have been a member of Alcoholics Anonymous in 
Atlantao 

With respect to a date on which he could have been 
involved committing a crime in Atlanta, VELANTI advised he 
was released from the penitentiary at Leavenworth, K~nsas, 
on July 27, 1958, and picked up in Kansas City on February 9, 
19590 During the period between these two dates he spent most 

5J.-
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of his time as an employee of the Monte Young Carnival 
which operates out of Salt Lake City. This carnival was 
operated by a female 9 one NINA (last name unknown). 
During this employment VELANTI worked under the name and 
Social Security Number of a sheep herder by the name of 
WREZ XYLOIX (pronou~ced RAY ZELWAH). When the carnival 
closed the season in October he went to Shreveport, Louisiana, 
where he resided with his wife, BETTYE, until the time he 
was picked up in February 1959 in Kansas City. He stated 
that he used the name XYLOIX in order to avoid possible 
arrest in the State of Oregon where he was wanted for 
investigation armed robbery. He advised ~hat Oregon had 
placed a detainer against him upon bis release from 
Leavenworth, but that he had "beat" this detainer at Leavenworth, 
Kansas 9 and was never returned to Oregon. 

During the course of the interview VELANTI mentioned 
the name of a former MSP inmate presently in the St. Louis 
area 9 one JAMES CARP~'"TER, who might be in a position to 
furnish information concerning activities of subject RAY in 
the MSP. 
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1 Date Jay 23 2 1968 

JOHN PAUL VELANTI called to indicate his concern that 
individuals 1 unknown to him, had linked his name with that of 
subject RAY 9 whom he cQuld not actually recall. He expressed 
the opinion that certain individuals would like to see him 
charged with violating his parole and returned to the Missouri 
State Penitentiary to "get even with him" fer things he had 
not done. 

He expressed a desire to cooperate in any way in 
ronnection with this investigation and mentioned he had 
visited with another former inmate at the Missouri State 
Penitentiary who claimed he had seen subject JAMES EARL RAY 
in St~ Louis approximately two weeks after the escape of RAY 
from the Missouri State Penitentiary. He declined to identify 
this person over the telephone but advised he might furnish 
this individual 9 s name in a per~onal interview at a later 
time. 

VELANTI indicated that in the conversation with 
this individual they discusaed the fact that RAY was supposed 
to have walked out of the Missouri State Penitent-iary with 
visitors 9 rather than havi~g escaped concealed in a bread box. 

On _5_/_1_3_/_6_8 __ at _s_: t_. _L_o_u_i_s_, _M_1_· s_s_o_u_r_i ____ F- i le g __ S_L_: __ 4_4_-_7_7_5 ___ _ 

SA CLET:JIS Bo BliTiiEWELL :jfb 5/17/68 
by -------------------------Date dictated ________ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It !s the property of the FBI .and la loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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1 Date ___ M_a.:..y_2_4...::,_1_9_6_8 __ _ 

JOHN PAUL VALENTI again called the St. Louis Federal 
Bureau of Investigation Office to promise his- conti.nued co­
operation and indicate a continuing feei1n·g of apprehension 
thatsomething might happen which might possibly lead to the 
revocation of his paroleo· 

-VALENTI mentioned in the•converaatio11 that he·and 
JAMES H0 CARPENTER had visited JOHN EUGENE ~~W~OW on ~h~. 
previous night. He stated GAWRON mentioned he had been talking 
to the FBI. 

VALENTI advised that both he and-CARPENTER believed 
that after having visited with GAWRON that GAWRON probably 
harbored subject RAY after his escape from the Missouri State 
Penitentiary. VALENTI, however 9 ~tated that GAWRON made no 

such admission in any statement actually made by him. 

On 

VALENTI promised to be alert for any information 
which might be of value in efforts to locate subject RAY. 

5/14/68 at St. Louis 2 Missouri F- i le g ___ S_L__;:;,___4_4_-_7_1_5 __ _ 

:jfb 5/20/68 
by ______________________ Date dictated---------

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It ts the property of the FBI .and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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1 Date May 31, 1968 

JOHN PAUL VELANTI, presently residing 3420 Cumberland, 
Maplewood, was interviewed at the St. Louis Office. He reiterated 
information previously furnished that he could not recall any specific 
instance in which he met subject JAMES EARL RAY while in the Missouri 
State Penitentiary (MSP) although he may have done so. He also 
advised he had no contact with subject RAY prior to his incarcera­
tion in the MSP or since his release from that institution. 

He denied that he had recently obtained a revolver 
from any source and stated that if JIMMY CARPENTER had obtained 
a gun he knew nothing about it. He went on to state that he was 
doing everything within his power to avoid violating his parole 
and that obtaining a gun of any kind would be an extremely foolish 
act on his part. 

With respect to his activities since his release from 
MSP on March 21, 1967, he stated he came immediately to St. Louis, 
Missouri, and for a short period of time was empllyed by the Baris 
FUrniture Company at 11th and Delmar. He resided for a period of 
time at Dismas House located at Ninth and Cole. Around May 3 or 4, 
1967, he obtained employment from the Bardgett Printing and Publishing 
Company, 2035 Delmar, where he worked until he was laid off i a 
December, 1967. Although he was employed steadily at the publishing 
company, he worked part time on a desk job at Dismas House and also 
worked as a night c~ok quite a bit at John Clatto's Place located 
at Eighth and Delmar. He started working part time as a radio 
announcer in October, 1967 at Our Lady of the Snows, Belleville, 
Illinois, and is presently employed full time as a radio announcer 
there. 

VELANTI advised that a former inmate of the MSP one RUSSELL 
BRA..'fi'NEN advised him in a conversation two or three weeks ago that 
he, BRANNEN, had on one occasion observed subject RAY in St. Louis 
subsequent to his escape from the MSP. BR.ANNEN stated that this was 
approximately ten days after RAY's escape and he saw him in the 
vicinity of the 1800 block of Mississippi Street in South St. Louis. 
He went on to say that BRANNEN made the statement that RAY did not 
escape from the MSP in a bread truck as generally reported but walked 

aNay from the institution with a group of visitors who were leaving. 
According to VELANTI, BRANNEN did not indicate he knew of any particular 
indivjdual who might have -assisted RAY in this escape. He could not 
furnish the exact address of BRANNEN but stated he believed he was 
still on parole to Missouri State parole officers in St. Louis, 
Missouri area. 

On 5/29/68 at Maplewood, Missouri F-ile ti SL: 44-775 

SA JAMES T. DEARBORN 
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VELANTI was questioned concerning the present whereabouts 
of JIMMY CARPENTER and he stated that although he had not seen 
eJIMMY in several days he understood he was still residing at 1817 
Rutger using the name JOHN MEZZO and employed as a cook at Clatto's 
located at Eighth and Delmar. He advised he had learned CARPENTER 
ma,y h.a. v~ ·· entered the St. Louis City Hospital to have an eye operation 
but had been unable to locate him and he also stated that CARPENTER 
had not reported to work for the last two nights at Clat1ds Restaurant. 
He pro~ised to locate CARPENTER as soon as possible and have him call 
the St. Louis FBI Officeo 

VEL.ANTI advised upon questioning that he had heard nothing 
whatsoever which would indicate to him that subject JAMES EARL RAY 
might have been involved in the armed robbery of the Alton, Illinois, 
Bank which occurred in July, l967e 

67 
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UNKNOWN SUBJECTS (2); 
BA...~K OF ALTON, ILLINOIS 
July 13, 1967 
ST. LOUIS FILE: 91-3877 

The following investigation was conducted by SA CLETIS 
B. BliDEWELL at St. Louis, Missouri, 0111 May 29, 1968: 

BOB TYLER, Personnel Manager of Bardgett Printing and 
Publishirng Com~aimy, 2035 Delmar, advised after checking his records· 
that J'Omi P. VELANTI obtained employment· at his concern through 
Dismas House on April 5, 1967, and that his employment was terminated 
o~ December 5, 1967, due to reduction in the work force. He stated 
that VELANTI's work as a printing estimater was very satisfactory 
and that he attended night school during the period of his employment 
to increase his efficiency in this capacity. 

Mre TYLER advised that the employment records for that 
co~cern for July 13, 1967, reflect that VELANTI punched in for work 
at 1:49 Al' and punched out for lunch at 11:59 AM. He punched back 
in for work at 12:47 PM and punched out at the end of the day at 
6 :((]3 PM'.. 

It is noted that the robbery of the Bank of Alton, Illinois, 
Cili-1 JJuly 13, 1967, was com.mi tted at l :35 PM. 
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1 
Date ___ M_a_y_l_4_, _1_9_6_8 __ 

JAMES (JIMMY) H. CARPENTER,- former Missouri 
State Penitentiary (MSP) number 01761, presently residing 
1817 Rutger Street, St. Louis, Missouri. was interviewed 
en May 12, 1968. CARPENTER was born I lat 
Jonesboro, Arkansas. On May 1, 1967, he was released on 
parole from the MSP, Jefferson City, Missouri. 

On June 1, 1967, CARPENTER was arrested in 
St. Louis, Missouri, on a charge of armed robbery and 
although not convicted on this charge he remained in the 
St. Louis City Jail for approximately nine months before 
being released at the time of his trial. 

Shortly after his release from MSP CARPENTER 
advised he met subject JAMES EARL RAY on the street in the 
1800 block of South 11th Street and conversed with him for 
a few minutes. According to CARPENTER, this date would have 
been around May 11 9 1967 9 since be recalls he obtained employment 
on that date. in St. Louis. At the time of this first contact 
subject RAY was wearing a mustache and mentioned the" ·fact that 
he was "hot" and had to be careful. He was dressed in a 
sweater and dark trousers and this visit with subject RAY 
was very short. 

CARPENTER recalled seeing RAY on another occasion 
on the street in the 1800 block of South 11th Street three 
or four days later. On this occasion he and subject RAY 
had a beer together in a tavern believed to be located on the 
west side of the street in the 1800 block. Subject RAY 
stated he was broke and CARPENTER loaned him $10. RAY 
also mentioned he needed a 11'rod." to get hold of some_money and 
CARPENTER told him he was trying to go straight, had.no 
pistol, and would not try to get one. 

CARPENTER mentioned he saw RAY on one o~her occasion 
two or three days later in approximately the same location. 
At this time he, CARPENFER, was in an automobile and RAY was 
on the street. He was of the opinion that RAY did not see 
him on this occasion. According to CARPENTER, although he does 
not recall the exact words of the conversation he got the 
impression from RAY that he was going to pull a holdup or 
robbery of some kind in St. Louis to get some money and then 
travel to the east side or somewhere in Illinois where he had 
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friends or relatives. He stated these individuals were 
not specifically mentioned but he got this impression 
from conversing with subject RAY. 

CARPENTER advised subject RAY furnished no information 
concerning where he was staying in St. Louis and made no 
mention of associates or relatives with whom he might be 
associated or living. CARPENTER stated he did not observe 
RAY in company with any other individual on any of the 
above-mentioned occasions. He did state that RAY mentioned 
in the conversation that he '~walked out" of the MSP with 
a group of visitors from the outside. It was CARPENTER's 
understanding that this was in connection with a ball game 
that had been played at the penitentiary and that the date, approxi­
fflft:ely, RAY walked away was April 24, 1967. CARPENTER 
was '4Uestioned specifically concerning any information 
he might have as to the identity of any individual assisting 
subject RAY in his escape and he st.ated he could furnish 
no information whatever in this respect. He further stated 
he has not seen subject RAY since around May 18, 1967, and 
is not in possession of any information concerning his 
possible whereabouts since that time. 

CARPENTER advised he recalled subject RAY very well 
from his association with him at the MSP. He described RAY 
as a "loner" who participated in gambling in the penitentiary. 
He stated, however, that RAY spent so much of his time in 
solitary confinement due to his attempts to escape that he 
did not have much opportunity to participate in these.activities. 
He advised that he was as close to RAY as anyone in the 
penitentiary and recalled that RAY took narcotics, and often 
came to his, CARPENTER's, cell to converse and offer narcotics 
to CARPENTER. With regard to RAY's closest associate at 
MSP, CARPENTER advised that he was as close to RAY as any 
inmates He went on to state that based on this association 
and his general knowledge of RAY it was hard for him to imagine 
RAY being involved in the MARTIN LUTHER KING slaying. In 
this respect he stated he did not feel RAY would be motivated 
by animosity toward Dr. KING and was not the type of individual 
who would be trusted by people wanting to dispose of KING. 
He knew of no connections that RAY had while in' MSP which 
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would afford him access to information regarding a planned 
assassination of Dro KINGo It is CARPENTER's opinion 
that if RAY made such connections he did so while on the 
run subsequent to his escape~ 

CARPENTER recalled an inmate at MSP known as 
(first name unknown) COOLEY (phonetic) described as 
white male, 45 years old at the present time, 6' tall, 
150 pounds, slender build, black hair. He stated this 
individual walked with a noticeable limp, believed to be 
in his right leg, and that the right leg was curved out 
noticeably. He advised that COOLEY was an inmate at MSP 
on two separate occasionso He believes that COOLEY was 
last released prior to 1960 when subject RAY entered MSP. 
COOLEY worked in the penitentiary kitchen. He described 
COOLEY as a nfanatic 0

" CARPENTER could relate no specific 
circumstances on which he based bis opinion that COOLEY 
was a fanatic 9 or what COOLEY was fanatical about. CARPENTER 
merely stated that COOLEY had "way out" ideas, and.that he, 
COOLEY, attempted. to appear as an intellectual. He recalled 
that COOLEY read science and sex books continually. Inasmuch 
as COOLEY's last release was prior to subject RAY's incar­
ceration at MSP, CARPENTER does not believe there was any 
association between subject RAY and this COOLEY. CARPENTER 
knows of no organization known as COOLEY 11 s organizatfon or 
any group headed by COOLEYo 

During the interview CARPENTER mentioned an individual 
known to him as JACK (last name unknown) who in May of 1967 
was in charge of a rooming house at 1805 South 11th Street. 
CARPEN'TER met this individual while incarcerated in St. Louis 
subsequent to his arrest on June 1, 1967. It was his recollection 
that JACK (last name unknown) was arrested on June 2, 1967, 
suspected of burglary of a tavern located near his residence 
at 1805 South lltho 

During conversation with JACK (last name unknown), 
who was described as a white male 9 age 70, 6' tall, 200 pounds, 
gray hair, subject RAY was discussedo Although JACK did not 
specifically say so, CARPENTER got the· impression that RAY 
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was probably living with him or staying part-time with 
him at 1805 South 11th. He also recalled JACK mentioning 
subject having a brother residing somewhere in the general 
area. Although CARPENTER could not recall the brother's 
name he thought it to be JOHNo JACK (last name unknown) 
advised it was his understanding that subject RAY~ who was 
well known to him, was believed to have walked away from 
the penitentiary following a ball gameo 

It was CARPENTER 9 s understanding that JACK (last 
name unknown) bad never done any time in Missouri but had 
spent approximately 29 years in penitentiarys in Illinois 
on charges of safe cracking, robbery and so forth. At the 
time JACK was arrested in St. Louis on June 2, 1967, he was 
extremely worried because his parole out of Illinois did 
not expire for a period of two or three more weekso · 

CARPENTER stated that during his incarceration 
at MSP he "ran the store"' for quite a period of time. He 
is presently employed as a cook for JOHNNY CLAYTO at 18th 
and Delmar Streets and plans to enter the Sto Louis City 
Hospital in the near future for an eye operation to remove 
cataractso About the time CARPENTER saw subject RAY in 
Sta Louis he was employed for a short period of time as 
a cook in a cafeteria located in the Mart Building in St. Louis. 
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Date ___ J_u_n_e_2_4_. __ , _1_9_6_8 __ 
1 

JAMES (JIMMY) H. CARPENTER was interviewed at the 
Standard Service Station- located on the southeast corner of 
18th and Clark Streets where he spends most of his timeo He 
still resides at 1817 Rutger Street, St. Louiso He has made 
arrangements to enter the Sto Louis City Hospital, located on 
Lafayette Street, in the near future to have an eye pperation 
for the removal of cataractso 

With reference to subject JAMES EARL.RAY, CARPENTER 
reiterated information previously furnished in this matter. 
He stated RAY walked away from the Missouri State Penitentiary 
in the afternoon of April 23, 1967, and he, CARPENTER, was 
released on May 1, 19670 Apnroximately two weeks subsequent 
to his release he visited briefly with subject RAY on South 11th 
Street in Sto Louis on two different occasionso On.the second 
occasion he had a drink with RAY in a barj name unrecalledp in 
the 1800 block of South 11th and he loaned RAY $10 since he 
stated he was in need of moneyo RAY indicated he planned to 
obtain a gun possibly in East Ste Louis, Illinois, and make a 
nscoren in the near futureo 

CARPENTER in his brief visits with RAY got the impression 
RAY was living with some of his relatives not far from the 1800 
block of South llth 9 although RAY did not actually make a statement 
to that effecto 

CARPENTER stated that subject might have been residing 
with JACK GAWRON, who resided in that area 9 but neither RAY 
nor GAWRON ever made a definite statement indicating that RAY 
was living with GAWRONo 

CARPENTER repeated information previously furnished 
that although he considers himself one of subject RAY's closest 
friends in the Missouri State Penitentiary, he never;heard him 
make any statements either in the penitentiary or after his 
escape that would link him in any way with the MARTIN Ltn'HER 
KING slayingo He went on to state that he felt certain that if 
RAY is involved it is through RAYvs efforts to obtain money and 
not through any idealistic feelings or bate feelings that he 
might harboro 

CARPENTER exhibited a cooperative attitude and promised 
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to call the Sto Louis Federal Bureau of In•,~stigation Office 
immediately in the event he obtains any information which 
might be of value in determining how subject RAY might have come 
in possession of money he reportedly spent during the period 
subsequent to his escape from the Missouri State Penitentiary 
and prior to his recent apprehension in London, England. 
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The following investigation was condu©ted on 
May 23, 1968, by SA ALBERT <;]' o RUSHING: 

Mrs. MARYL. GROSS, Chief Clerk 9 St. Louis City Jail, 
exhibited a jail record r'eflecting the following information: 

JAMES He c~4.RPEN'TER, 2312 Park 9 age 56 ~ a laborer, 
entered City Jail on June 5, 1967 9 on charges of carrying a 
concealed weapon and robbery with a d~~gerous and deadly 
weapono On September 29, 1967~ the charge of carrying a con~ 
cealed weapon was removed when CARPENfiER was found not guilty 
by a jury en that charge. On February 16, 1968 9 he was sen­
tenced to one year in the City -Tail (.jail time allowed). He 
was released from City Jail by parole on March 1, 1968. 
CARPENrER indicated his ne~l"est relatiVE: w~s his wife LOIS. 

!!iDcs .. ();,RO~<~, :ad vis-ed -tlha t t1t1~ ).:'\f.jc_~orrl ref e:rr\ed to above 
clearly reflects that CARPENTER was coin.tiriuously incarcerated 
from June 5,9 1967, to March ls, 1968. 
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l Date __ M_a __ y_2_2 __ ,_1_9_6_8 ___ _ 

,JOSEPH H. MC CORJUi:CK~ 2115~ Park, Apartment #5, 
was interviewed ~t his pJl.ace of em.ploym.ent, Bee Line 1:·ruck­
ing Company, 718 South 7th Street, Sta Louis~ Missouri. 
1,.ttc COHlViICK fu.rn1ished the following inform.at ion: 

He viewed ph.otog1•~.phs of subject, JAMES EARL RAY, 
as depicted on F:ederal Bureau of KJD..:VeJstigation wanted flyer 
442-A dated April 19~ 1968$ MCCORMICK advised th~t he did 
not know this m:ai.in." and had never hera.rd anyone speak of him. o 

M(; CORMICK at first deirnied having lived in the 
1800 block of South 11th Street, but later in the interview 
did adm.it tt~ial.t he resided with one ,J!M: RAMSEY a.t 1805 South 
11th Streetj anproxim~tely four months agoo He ~dvised 
that he and RAMSEY resided at this address for approximately 
two ic1onths o 

He stated that RAMSEY worked in a shipyard in 
St. Louis in the vicinity of 8300 South Broadwayo RAMSEY 
is currently in Waldenberg, Arkans~s 9 where he supposedly 
h~s relativesa MCCORMICK ~dvised that prior to moving to 
the South 11th Street address h~ ~esided at 1910 R~tgero 

~~,-~ n0,-oilil·1r,il'.I' ., • .,.;a 'rh t '[;,,, · _ · t d 0 th _ty;,(ld ,:.,,, ,cl',,!l!);J,lec-P~ g;,av:.ise,a \;;.1.i1 ' ~1e l.S acqU!B).1,TI_ e W:l 
'i( ·c·v ,,,, ,, ... ,., -r"-~·-? - -- 'fl t- 'II..-. t ~ ,_ " k '4,l -sJ ;il'\Ia,''\'"I, i"<'\'i!' t f 

,!JI ii l"t,, l•.It..S WJ:\t}~~ ~)i'l!Q ,.,_;_)!~ _:rr_e D'_~s-e <[.,~ -r_.: r:) WOI" _ W:i i,n :_:s_;,,,'~h'.Lt-<i: OU. 0 

~L~JnpoweYt' '.} ])1:r::o!"por21.tet~ 9 St o Lo·;;;~Ls ~l Mi.ssoll.1ci. Ble ai.dvised 
thi.at he 1~:2st s~.w i}_.:.iJ'!FtON tr.:;~t mo:;t:t'.:ing on th~i W'.3l.Y to work" He 
explaim1ed th~t GA11HJ!O~~" is ~ g'lh'!Jd frieni1d of hJi.:s ~:..rnd he often 
sees him both int the morn.11r1g 9 prio1r to going to work i and 
:i.n the eveni1rug 21,ftexi work o MC CORMXCK first 't~.e)nied ever 
having heard GAWRON mention t~H?} Il1am•e of ~JAMES EARJL RA'i'. Later 
in the interview~ MC CORM!CK advised that he had heard GAWRON 
mention the n.:ame of· EAYo GAiff::ON h~d ~dlvised him that RAY was 
h.is vtfoster son. o iv f\'.J;,W-RON ~LgD told. hint that he, GA'~'RON 9 and 
HAY h~d Hpoked up 9

v ~ {1; 1ou.ple of i:la.ces o GAWON did not men-
tion when or where these holdups occurred, nor did he men­
t:iort the 31:'mount obttffiined. NFC C-:JBJMICK J!."ietc~lled that GAVv'RON 
advised ~im that he hzd seen subject, RAY, approximately six 
weeks agcL M(; CORMJIC.~ advised that he wms u.~a.w~re of the 
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With respect to associates of GAWRON, MCCORMICK ad­
vised that GAWRON drinks frequently at Peanut's Bar, 1601 Park, 
St. Louis, Missouri. GAWRON associates with the owner of this 
bar, known only as PEANUTS to MCCORMICK. GAWRON also associates 
with one ORVILLE "WHITEYn KILLION, who resides at 1617a Park. 
KILLION often runs poker games at his residence, and GAWRON 
frequents the poker games held there. According to MCCORMICK, 
KILLION is presently at Koch Hospital suffering from tuberculosis. 
KILLION reports to the hospital at given intervals for treatment. 

Last Monday, two ex-convicts came to GAWRON's home. 
One of these men ·was a JIM'MY (last name unknown) who MCCORMICK 
described as a white male, 65, 5'8'', wearing a felt hat. The 
other man, name unknown, MCCORMICK described as a white male, 
40s, 5'7u, 160 pounds, short and thin with black hair. This 
man is from Louisiana. JIMMY at one time robbed a bar at Grand 
and Chouteau. 

Last night, May 14, 1963, the same two men returned 
to GAWRON 9 s residence. G-AW:.,R,ON gave the m.:a,n from Louisiana a 
~'Silver plated" .38 caliber, snubnose revolver. The man had 
requested this revolver from GAWRON on tae preceding Monday 
night. Although GAWRON did not specifically state so, 
MC COR~IICK believes this gun was obtained by GAWRON in Madison, 
lllinois., GAWRON has spoken to him of co11nections that he has 
at a bar in Madison, Illinois. Something was wrong with this 
gun because when held up the bullet would fall out of it. 
GAVlRO.N' and the man from Louisiana taped the bullets in the gun. 
According to MC CORM!CK this man wanted the gun to hold up a 
couple of places. 

The man from Louisiana offered him, MC CORMXCK, $250 
to kill a man. The man from Louisiana did not mention the 
prospective victim's name or why he wanted the man killed. 
MCCORMICK advised that he declined this offer and would not 
kill a man for $1,000 much less $250. 

MCCORMICK said he is convinced that GAWRON saw sub­
ject, RAY, in St. Louis. He p-:>inted out that GAWRON has not 
left the St. Louis area to his knowledge, and that he visits 
GAWROrJ daily .. 

Approximately one weeK ago~ GAWRON tnld him that RAY 
is prEFent1y in Algiers. Mt~; COl-i~tI(;:K understood him to mean 
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that RAY was out of the continental United States. GAWRON 
did not say, and MCCORMICK has no idea of the source of 
this information. 
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On 

1 Date Ma)' 22, 1968 

JOSEPH H. MCCORMICK, 2115a Park, Apartment,' #5, 
was re-interviewed at the St. Louis Federal Bureau of 
Investigation o:ffice and furnished the following information: 

I 

He has known JACK GAWRON for approximately 15 
years. He met JACK GAWRON when the two of them were work­
ing out of Manpower, Incorporated, St. Louis, M:i:souri. 
He has associated with JACK since that time, but has been 
very close to JACK for only the past five years. When he 
first met JACK, JACK was residing in the vicinity of Mississ­
ippi and Hickory, St. Louis, Missouri. JACK's home was 
near Homer Townsl.ey'sNeighborhood Bar. He and JACK often 
drank at this bar. MCCORMICK pointed out that TOWNSLEY 
is no longer in business and he is presently a bondsman at 
the St. Louis area. 

MCCORMICK again viewed photographs of RAY as de­
picted on Federal Bureau of Investigation wanted flyer number 
442-A. He advised that he does not recall ever having seen 
this man. Although he associated with JACK GAWRON in 1958 
and 1959, he does not recall subjectjRAY having lived or 
associated with GAWRON. 'I 

MCCORMICK was shown a standup photograph of sub­
ject, RAY, taken by the St. Louis Police Department, at the 
time of RAY's arrest in 1959. MCCORMICK advised that he 
knows this man and recalls having drank with him at TOWNSLEY's 
at Mississippi and Hickory. MCCORMICK was then. quite sure 
he knew the man and insisted that he had seen him before, 
however, he advised that he has not seen RAY since GAWRON 
moved from the vicinity of Mississippi and Hickory. 

MCCORMICK pointed out that he visits GAWRON at 
GAWRON's residence practically every evening after work. He 
has never seen the subject, RAY, at GAWRON's place. 

Regarding a conversation between he and GAWRON 
concerning the subject, MCCORMICK advised that @roximately 
six weeks ago, the first part of April, 1968, GAWRON started 
talking about RAY. MCCORMICK.does not recall GAWRON men­
tioning RAY prior to this time. MCCORMICK recalls that 
thjs was approxjmateJy the t;me that subject, RAY's, pbotagrapb 
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was published in the newspaper. He advised that just he and 
GAWRON were drinking at GAWRON's house when GAWRON mentioned 
RAY. 

GAWRON refers to subject, RAY, as JIMMY, and told 
MCCORMICK that RAY was his vtfoster son." GAWRON stated that 
he and RAY "took a couple of joints together." MCCORMICK 
understood him to mean that they had pulled armed robberies 
together. GAWRON did not state when and where these holdups 
occurred. GAWRON also stated that RAY had escaped from the 
penitentiary. 

MCCORMICK at first advised that GAWRON stated he 
had seen RAY approximately six weeks before RAY's picture 
was published in thepaper. Later in the interview, MCCORMICK 
ad\i.sed GAWRON had stated he saw RAY six weeks ago. This would 
have been around the first of April according to MCCORMICK. 
The discrepancy in the dates on which GAWRON supposedly saw 
RAY were brought to MC CORMICK's attention. He st~ted he was 
confused as to exactly when this meet was supposed to have 
occurred and does not recall if it was six weeks prior to 
RAY's photograph anpearing in the paper, or simply six weeks 
ago. He did state that the meet supposedly occurred near 
the intersection of 18th and Lafayette, St. Louis, Missouri. 
MC C_ORMICK pointed out that there is a drug store and a couple 
of bars at this location, and assumes that the meet took 
place in a bar. At this point, MCCORMICK advised that it 
was at this time that GAWRON and RAY supposedly pulled the 
armed robberies together. MCCORMICK advised that this was 
the impressi0n that he got from JACK. However, he advised 
that it was equally possible that JACK was referring to 
amed robberies pulled by r~ GAWRON, and RAY in 1959 or earlier. 

GAWRON has advised him that he, GAWRON, has been 
talking to the FBI about RAY. GAWRON did not state whether 
or not he was telling the truth to the FBI. GAWRON stated he 
was scared and that he did not like to be bothered by the FBI. 

MCCORMICK advised that he was arrested last 
September for the theft of a television set. He is now on 
nine months probation for this offense. He was in the city 
jail, cell number 22 with a JIMMY (last name unknown). JIMMY 
has within the past week, began coming to GAWRON's home. At 
the time that he and JIMMY were in jail, GAWRON and JAMES 
RAMSEY were also in jail. MC CORMlCK was in jail approximately 
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two months. GAWRON was released bEfore him, and JINIMY was re­
leased only recently. While in jail, he overheard no conver­
sation between JIMMY and GAWRON regarding RAY. He advised 
at that time GAWRON and RAMSEY were in jail for the burglary 
of Art's Tavern, Soulard and South 11th Streets. 

He recalls that sometime ago, the exact date un­
known to him, RAMSEY, GAWRON and someone else went to Arkansas 
to rob a variety storeo They had previously cased this store. 
MCCORMICK recalled that they did not rob this store as they 
had planned for some reason unknown to him. 

Regarding the financial status of GAWRON, MCCORMICK 
advised that GAWRON generally has a couple of hundred dollars 
with him all the time. He stated that GAWRON receives a Govern­
ment check and plays cards frequently. He advised that GAWRON 
also has an account at Manufacturer's Bank on South Broadway. 

MCCORMICK advised that GAWRON has no telephone, 
but frequently goes out to make telephone calls at a pay phone 

· located in front of a Catholic church at 12th and Lafayette, 
St. Louis. 

It is his opinion that GAWRON would not te 11 the FBI 
where RAY is, even if he knew. He stated that GAWRON is" a 
little nuts." He stated he believes this because of the fact 
that GAWRON keeps approximately fifteen cats in his home and 
one dog. GAWRON kisses the cats and refers to them as "baby." 
He stated that GAWRON sleeps with all the cats and his dog. 

MCCORMICK advised that he lived next door to JACK 
at 1805 South 11th Street downstairs with JIM RAMSEY for 
approximately two months. He recalls that he lived there at 
the time JACK- was arrested in June, 1967. He did not see 
the subject, RAY 9 in the vicinity of JACK's home at that time. 

MCCORMICK described RAMSEY as a "loud mouth, who 
would come in on anybody. ww He stated that he is sure that 
RAMSEY would tell the FBI if he had any knowledge of RAY. 
MCCORMICK pointed out that he would certainly tell the FBI 
if he knew where RAY was at present. He pointed out that he 
will immediately contact the FBI should any information concern­
ing RAY become known to him. 

9/ 
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Regarding any trips that GAWRON may have taken re­
cently, MCCORMICK advised that he knows of no trips with the 
exception of the preceding Monday and Tuesday nights when JACK 
did not come home until two or three a.m. He knows that JACK 
came home this late, only because JACK told him so. He ad-

.vised that this is not like JACK and he assumes that JACK 
may have gone to Madison, Illinois, on these nights to pick up 
a pistol for JIMMY (last name unknown) and a man from Louisi­
ana, who have recently been frequentimg JACK's residence. 

MCCORMICK advised that JACK has never mentioned to 
him anyone ever having given him $250 or any bank loot. 

MCCORMICK advised that it was not possible for RAY 
to have stayed with JACK when he, MCCORMICK, resided at 1805 
South 11th Street. He pointed out that at that time he and 
JACK were so closely associated that he would have surely seen 
RAY had he been in the area. 

T~e following description of MCCORMICK was obtained 
through observation and interview: 

Name 
Address 
Telephone 
Date of Birth 
Place of Birth 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 

Employed 

Health 

Characteristics 

JOSEPH M. MCCORMICK 
2115a Park, Apartment 5 
None. 

Siou...x City, Iowa 
5'9" 
170 pounds 
Black-gray 
Hazel, wears glasses, 
left eye noticeably crosSed 
Bee Line Trucking Company, 
Incorporated, 718 South 
7th Street, as mechanic's 
helper. 
Suffered nervous breakdown, 
1955, spent one month in 
Malcolm Bliss Hospital, 
St. Louis 
Throughout the interview 
it was noticed that MCCORMICK 
is very nervous, easily be­
comes confused, and often 
contradicts himself. 
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Crimiun:al Record 

• 

Admits no felonies, 
has served time in work­
house, now on probation 
to THOMLAS lViANGOGNAY St. 
Louis Municipal Courts 
B · 1 d · u1_. i:ng. 
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The following investigation was conducted by SA 
WILLIAM H. WARFIELD,:) on May 16, 1®68: · 

AT_ .,ST'._. L~UIS ,_ MIS~_Q_u}t_!, 

Miss SHERIDA MC QUEEN, Probation Officer, City of 
St., Louis, Missouri, advised that THOMAS MANGOGNA is no 
longer employed a.s a probation officer. MANGOGNA left approx­
imately one month ago and is presently employed at Magdella 
House, which is a halfway house for girls located near 
Missouri and Whi t1rnore in St. Louis,, Missouri. Miss MC QUEEN 
advised that JOSEPH H. MCCORMICK is a probationer currently 
assigned to her. She pointed out that since she has had 
MCCORMICK for only one month, she has never spoken with him. 
She made available the probation file of MCCORMICK which 
reflects the following information: 

MC CORMICK was convt 1cted 0ctob8r 24 ~ 1967 9 of 
stealing from a dwelling. He was sentenced to nine months 
in the :Missouri. Medium Security Institution but was granted 
one year proba,tion. The file indicates that MC CORMICK and 
one ~fOHN VINCE BOROWSKI e:n:tered the home <of MARY C:HROMOGO, 
1809a Allen, St. Louis, Missouri, and stole a television 
valued at $25 on August 17~ 19610 MC GORMICK admitted his 
implication in this theft but stated that it was actually 
BOROWSKI who carried the television fz•om the house and subse­
quently sold it. 

The file reflects that on October 26j 1967, MC 
CORMICK was residing at 180.5 South 11th Street 1 with one 
JIM RAMSEY .. On December 6 9 1967, MCCORMICK was residing 
at 2109a Menard with his mother :1 ~-:1HERESA MC CORMICK. 

On March 15, 1968:1 through April 29 1 1968, MC CORM:ICK's 
address was again listed as 1805 South 11th Street. MCCORMICK 
has a grade school education, havi~g terminated his schooling 
at St. Louis? lVii:sourij in 1934. MCCORMICK is syphilitic and 
has experienc~d deterioration of his condition in recent years. 
He is very nervous~ drinks 9 and has a problem holding jobso 
rrhe file notes that MC CON.MICK probably will not get i:rio a.ny 
more trouble, but that he will not function adequately either . 

. 4ccu.ording to ~Vi[C {}"ffrJ.J[:K h.J~ drinks he:avily and because 
of this dri!lktng he ~nd hi~ Wi.i'e, f.tOSE T. 'WALDRON, 2845a 
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Lafayette or 3214a South Gr~nd are separated. 

In 1955 MCCORMICK was admitted to Malcolm Bliss 
Hospital where he stayed for one month suffering from a 
nervous breakdown. A check of the hospital records by the 
probation officer indicates that MCCORMICK has syphilis 
which has affected his brain. His condition is chronic 
brain syndrome due to Men.ingoncephalitic Lues, chronic in­
f lamation of the brain and b1·ain membrane due to syphilis. 
This condition produces excessive nervousness and motcr 
:activity. 

MCCORMICK has an IQ of 72 which is in the men­
tally defective range. MCCORMICK has three prior misde­
meanorarrests, one in 1941 for vagrancy and two in 1962 and 
1963 for stealing over $50. The file indicates MCCORMICK 
had a brother, VICTOR V. MCCORMICK~ who was shot approximately 
three years agoo The file indicates that VIC'TOR apparently 
associated with an unsavory element. 
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RE: NEIGHBORHOOD~ VICINITY 
1800 South 11th Street 
St. Louis, Missouri 

On May 15, 1968, a neighborhood investigation was 
conducted in the vicinity of 1807 South 11th Street, by SA 
WILLIAM H. WARFIELD and SA F. JACK WILLIAMS. The following 
persons were contacted and interviewed and viewed photographs 
of JAMES EARL RAY as depicted on wanted flyer 442-A dated 
April 19, 1968, and their comments are as indicated: 

ROSALIE SMITH, 1813a South 11th Street, advised 
she has resi.ded in this address since 1962. She has never 
seen subject, RAY. She advised that she is acquainted with 
a JACK (last name unknown), who resides 1807 South 11th 
Street. She stated JACK lives at this address alone most 
of the time. She has never seen subject, RAY, at JACK's 
house. 

MARY (last name unknown) who resides at 1805 South 
11th Street, rear, (this is a house separate and apart from 
the house at 1805-1807 South 11th Street), often stays with 
JACK (last name unknown). It was noted that an elderly male 
and female were at that time seated on the rear porch at 
180~South 11th Street. She pointed to these two individuals 
as the persons known to her as JACK and MARY. SMITH occupies 
both apartments upstairs at 1813 South lltho It should be 
noted that the two apartments located downstairs in this 
same builiing bear :the address 1815 and 1815a South 11th. 

According to LINDA SMITH, 1813a South 11th Street, 
daughter to ROSALIE SMITH, one FRED POWERS resides at 1815a 
South 11th. 

FRED also maintains a residence somewhere in the 
ttcnuntry" and comes to St. Louis only the first part of each 
month to pick up his check. 

LINDA SMITH advised that a MARY (last name unknown) 
resides at 1815 South 11th. The mailbox for this address 
indicates the resident is one MURIEL JORDAN. 

LINDA SMITH pointed out that the residence at 1809 
South 11th is presently vacant. She advised that this resi­
dence was previously occupied by a Mexican lady, who now 
resides at an unknown address with her son. LINDA SMITH 
pointed out that a second Mexican woman formerly resided at 
1805 South 11th. This lady died recently. 

7~ 
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LINDA SMITH stated that residents of the neighbor­
hood frequent Art's Bar which is open only on Sunday's at 
the corner of 11th and Soulard and Eddie Sang's Bar on the 
corner of 12th and Soulard. LINDA SMITH advised that she 
will immediately notify the FBI should she receive any in­
formation concerning RAY. It was noted that the apartment 
house at 1809 South 11th and the apartment house at 1809 
rear South 11th were both vacant. 

EDDIE SANG, 1800 South 12th Street, owner of 
Eddie Sang's Tavern at the same address advised that the 
photograph of RAY looks familiar and he believes he has seen 
this man before. SANG pointed out that he first noted the 
familiarity of RAY's face when he saw RAY's photograph 
in the newspaper. He stated that he associated the face 
with a customer at his tavern but cannot associate the name 
with the face. He advised that several ex-convicts of the 
neighboring area used to frequent his tavern. He recalled 
one as a JACK (last name unknown) white, male, 45 believed to 
be from Arkansas. He advised that this JACK was suspected of 
a shooting in the neighborhood approximately six to eight 
moni:hs ago and that he was also involved in the burglary of 
Art's Tavern, 11th and Soulard. He barred JACK (last name 
unknown) from his place of business and doesnot know where 
he could be located at present. 

MILDRED LAKAS, 1118 Soulard, could furnish no 
information regarding the subject. 

ALBERT JOBE, 1116 Soulard has resided at this 
address since July, 1967. · Prior to that time he resided at 
1821a South 11th. He does not recall ever having seen the 
subject in the neighborhood and pointed out that he frequently 
visits nearby taverns. 

Mr. and Mrs. RICHARD GRAYBILL, 1107a Soulard, could 
furnish no information concerning the subject. They have 
resided at this address for approximately four years. 

CHRISTINE GREENWAY, 1107 Soulard, has resided at 
this address approximately two years. She could furnish no 
information concerning the subject. 

SHIRLEY HURST, 1107 Soulard, advised that the center 
photograph of the subject looks familiar, but she cannot 
associate the face with a name or place. Mrs. HURST pointed 
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out she operated a grocery at 1110 Soulard for a few months 
during 1965. 

Mrs. EDWIN BLASE, 1817 South 11th Street, could 
furnish no information concerning subject. 

Mrs. WILLIAM M. DUDA, 1819 South 11th Street, could 
furnish no information concerning the subject but pointed out 
that she is new in the neighborhood. 

IDA BIELLER, 1821 South 11th Street, stated that 
she has resided in this neighborhood 21 years but could fur­
nished no information, concerning the subject. 

MELZO COURTWAY, 1114 Soulard, could furnish no 
information concerning the subject. 

DALLAS FRILLMAN was interviewed at Sang's Tavern, 
1800 South 12th Street, and could furnish no information 
concerning subject . 

. EY~RY HARRISON, 1112 Soulard and MARGARET yzBROCK, 
1114 Soulard could furnish no information concerning subject. 

WILLIE MANNING was interviewed at V.P. Drug Store 
1731 South 11th Street. He advised that he has been inter­
viwed by agents in the past and knows nothing. 
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The following investigatio~ was conducted by SA CLETIS 
B. BXDEWELL on May 29, 1968: 

ARTHUR FORLOW, Missouri State Probation and Parole Officer, 
1500 South Big Bend, advised that RUSSELL P. BRANNEN, FBI 279 653 6, 
Missouri State Penitentiary (MSP)#65816J, is presently on parole 
uimder sn.ll.pervisiorm by that office. JBie ad.vised that on April .1, 1952, 
E:R.AJ'1NE'li received a 25 year seLT11teID!ce 1.1.11rmder the Habitual Criminal Act 
a~d that his parole s~p.ervisio@ is scheduled to terminate on September 
10, 19680 ,?:Ac1C:01r<&iimg tQ> FORLOi:f 1 BR.AlffiEN presem1tly resides at 1633 
Dolman, St. Louis, a~d is employed at the Modern Jacket Company. 
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Date _ ____,.;6"'""'/...,;,,5i,;.i/.....:6su8 _____ _ 

RUSSELL PERRY ~1\JF.;N was iimtcerv iewed at his place of 
r~siderriCIB llft33 Dob.r.&1no Hf: is Jmploiyed at the Modern Jacket Company, 
1()(0(11 rNashi1mgt<CT,;m ..:.tvennu~. BRa~~iiEl~ was ral~a\se<d from thee Missouri 
St~ te F~ni t<entiary Slept~mb~r 10, 196·4. He had baex1 s<em.tenced to 
this institution on April 1, 1952, from Bath~ny, Missouri, in con- . 
nectio~ with an aut~ theft ~t which time he received a 25·year sentence 
under thi=:J :Eabitual C:rimmilnlill Act. 

BRANNEN stated during his last S<9Vel11. years at the Missouri 
State Penitenti~ry, ha worked u~~er the imml8diate supervision of 
Ma.jor POIRY (phonetic), Deputy Warden, and was in charge of transfers, 
cell changes and cl2ssification of prisoners. In this capacity he 
felt th:mt h~ undoubtcerllly c~e iTo cont&ct with subject JAMES EARL RAY 
but he had no specific recollection cf subject's contact. After 
vi®wi~mg s11h~~cr;t 's photogr8l.pful, hce stimt<e<d tlilrait the face l<0i<0ked familiar 
but he still ~~d ~~ sp~cific r®~~ll®ctio~ of subject RAY. He denied 
hfilvi1r1.1g ~rmy coinrt&M::t with subj®ct R.A.Y s1U1bsequ($}nt to RAY's escape from 
the Misso1Jl1t°i St~-t<S Pcem1itantiar·y. He ~81Tuti0>iI'Metdl hie recall~d discussing 
subject RAY with ox;1e JOJfi.l(NY VEL~~-Tl a\fte:r VEIANTI brought up the 
subject aID1,d askad himm if rm~, BRM~EN, had any recollection of subject 
B.AY iIDl thiB\Jffiisst.0Ju.ri Stat8 Pen:11:t-;l~imtilffiry ta11m<dl if he, BRANl\!EN ~ recalled 
~m:.:w c~c.11. t~{;t'\.petw-Bcetml ''.tELs~~'IJI ~1md! R.A 1f w~b1ile ir11 tlh.<a Pem,i t~imt iaTy. 

·._ 
\ 

B.RJ(:lJ}{li'J\ adlv ise<dl wlhl.(sim qu~st il!lJJm®d c<0.1im~.csrmriimg cm1a JXMM'f CARPENTER, 
ti:z.,t lhe klm'6\~ CARJI·Jfil~"•l~ER &imdl h~di s~~ll'll hiill ,~r,...~:asiomually in the r~~ent 
ptasto Fie dlid JrttD)t recall hrelving <d!iscusst::d s·a:lject RAY on any occ ~sion 
with CARPKN1~R ~111d stSl t<Sd C}..RPEN'TER was ~lmt"ring the St• Louis Ctty 
Hospit~l im1 th® ~19s.r future fcor &fill <ey~ ~)p~ration. Jrt was his under­
st~ndi~g t~~t ~rr~~g~~~~ts h~~ b8~~ -m~~~ f@~ CARPENTER to enter the 
hozpi t~ l by a s@uths i«i!<e 1St. L~i1lJ.is politic i~:m k:mccfswrrr. (rJJrrP.ly to h~ as 
ill/LEX::; r~JtF~ 97 

( pho!!1;et :tc) e 

BRP .•. bE~nrr:N a(dlvised tlht&-.t ~"he wai.s borrm / ~at lGallatin, 
Missouri, 1itndl that he is pr<&ste1:mtJLy (i):lli p~r«:»lce from t:ne m. ssouri S-cate 
Penitentiary ~~d t~~t his parole is up in September of 1968. He 
promis~d t.Ql bes S:.l<Sjt't f~1r anyc11m® with wh<0m he cam1S ill'h com'.tact for any 
infor~i~tion which ~ight oo of v~lu~ !~ tryi~g to as~~rtain the present 
wh.cerr'Eabouts of subje-et RAY or g:nr~ know~ asso~iatces of RAY who might 
b~ irn !l!. p-c)!siti(Q,,l1 to furfil/.ish such i:mfor.l!ID.~tiono 

On 5/31/88 at St. Lou1s 2 Missouri F-ile fl SL 44-775 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It -is the property of the FBI :and is loaned to 
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BRANNEN advised upon qu~stioning that he had not heard 
any discussion concarning the ~ethod of s~bject RAY's escape as 
to whether or not he left in a br~ad truck or walk®d out of the 
prison with a group of visitors. 
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NEIGHBORHOOD - MXSS JtSS )L'PPJI A. VE~TOE 

The following was com.d'l!<eted. by SAs PATRICK W. BRADLEY and 
ROBERT A. HESS on June 3, 1968: 

JOHN PAUL VELANTI ilITldiccated an Urr!-n~r~,.ed convict allegedly 
told him he had observed subject in the 1800 block of Mississippi 
Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri, approximately two weeks following 
subject's escape from tlh.e Missou.x-i State Peir.di.t,en.tiL:a:ry, Ap)~il 23, 
1967. 

Obse~v£tion disclosed tb9re is no 1800 block of Mississippi 
Aveinu.e in St. Lcutis, M:issoux·i" At t}:!.,e pc~•int Wt.tere Mf'.~~.issippi is 
intersected by Geyer Avenue, the numbers jump from l''c'"J'9 to 1915. 

Photographs of subject were displ3-..yed to the following 
indiw:ildu.als on Mississippi taill'.d c~eye:i:." ,P::.v~:m11es, with tlhle )t9esult that 
nor,-11e of th,em we.re able ttr)) :reicra:i.11 lh~1,riro~g <Ol.lh€~.:e1rvced a.rruy<rJl!H; of su.b,ject 's 
app-earsnce in the area 01t eve,::r t-'t:a).Vi:mg b.9•e:rn acqt1J.a.:iLrr:itteid with a:D1ycne 
of subject 9 s name or aliases" 

MISSISSIPPI AVENUE (SA BR.t\.DLEY) 

1'120 1EERMAN BJ~JCK\'NELL 
1722 JOHN Je O'BR!E~ 
1726 JAMES L.~CEY 
1730 OMA aiNKS 
1779 WIBBS AUTO REPAXR ... 

(~JAMES WIEBS - OWNER) 
C'aever Avent~e }Cntersects .. 

1918a SHERW&N TOLLIVER 
Allen Avenue I~tersects 

GEYER A VENUE (SA :HESS) 

1916 EVERETT BOYER 
1919 HENRY WILLARD 

1121 CARR!E B. DEWEY 
1.1~ .R, TY. LLIE B. :FCTf,TON 
•.::_r~?'.~'..,.~.l ·,t-~·T('jl' ~1tr ~r'•Ji'F,_ RClR 

- .... ... <.,.,>,. __ , ~ dil...t.: .,.;. .17..i,. .r !. .. - c,,r, .......... 

l 7 52 OPAL CON1JOR 
19J.{5 R!LLt>~ B.4.RBER SROP -

JOSEPH BURNS - Barber 
1918 LOIA M. COFl-iW:t\N 

1918 ANNA NAGY 
1920 G'DY KXRK 
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1924 MA.Y's CONFECTIONERY 1925 CARROLL E. F.JtT·rEN 
EVERETT W • KOLB 

1926 J AND S USED FURNITURE 1927 lff.A7.EL FISH 
EDNA DAVIS 

1928 EISELL's BAR -
JOSEPH EISELL 
(Mississippi Avenue Intersects) 

2000 Geyer Food Shop -
WILLIAM KJENER 

2006 MAX AND GENE' s TA VERN 
MAX LABIAN 

2009 ELIZABETH MERSEAL 
2013 VIRGIL SIMMONS 
2015 GRACE PAYNE 
2017 FRANKLIN ANDERSON 
2020 ELIA SALEMIEo 

83 

2005 JESSE RHYNE 

2007 ALLAN Do EARL 

2010 MARY WILSON 
2014 LUKE FIELDS 
2!)16 elTOS:EPH OPERSCHALL 
2018 WILLIAM F. POLITTE 
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On 

1 Date ___ M_a_y_2_2 __ , _1_9_6_8 __ 

OPAL HIGHLY, 1630 South 18th Street, was inter­
viewed at her residence and furnished the following informa­
tion: 

She formerly was the operator of Opal's Bar, 1805 
Lafayette. She advised that she ran Opal's Bar at this lo­
cation from 1947 until 1961. From September, 1939, until 
1945 she operated a bar, also known as Opal's Bar, at a dif­
ferent location near 18th and Lafayette, St. Louis, Missouri. 

She viewed photographs of subject, JAMES EARL RAY, 
as depicted on Federal Bureau of Investigation wanted flyer 
number 442-A dated April 19, 1968. She advised that the two 
photographs appearing on the left side of the wanted flyer 
appear to be familiar but that she cannot associate the face 
with a name or place. She advised that she has read accounts 
of the MARTIN LUTHER KING slaying in the newspaper and ad­
vised that this picture may appear familiar to her inas­
much as she has previously seen it in the newspaper. 

HIGHLY pointed out that she does not 
names of patrons frequently visiting her bar. 
some of her patrons by their first names. The 
RAY means nothing to her. 

recall the 
She did know 
name JAMES 

She is acquainted with a JACK (last name unknown) 
who limps, and has been in and out of the penitentiary all 
of his life. She advised that JACK (last name unknown) 
would now be approximately 70 years old. He used to live 
around Kennett Place, or another nearby street. She advised 
that she did not recall this man Qntil recently when the man 
spoke with an associate of her, TED RICHARDSON, who also 
works for her. This man advised that his name was JACK and 
told RICHARDSON to ask lmlll.tY if she remembered him. HIGHLY 
pointed out that she did not remember him at that time. 
Later, JACK (last name unknown) again contacted RICHARDSON 
and told RICHARDSON to tell HIGHLY that he was the man who 
used to come in her place with a big woman and a boy who 
liked to dance. Upon receipt of this information, HIGHLY 
recalled JACK as a frequent patron at Opal's Bar. He always 
came in with a big woman who drank beer. This was approximately 
fifteen years ago. The woman who accompanied JACK had a boy 

5/15/68 at St. Louis, Missouri 

SA F. JACK WILLIAMS 

F-ile fl SL 44-775 
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about fifteen years old. The boy liked to dance and often 
danced at the bar. 

HIGHLY does not believe that the dancing boy was 
subject, JAMES EARL RAY. She noted that the dancer would 
only be about 30 years of age at this time. 

HIGHLY advised that she was always at the bar during 
its hours of operation and was well acquainted with the cus­
tomers. She advised that a LESTER GUIBOR, presently employed 
at National Fixture, 7000 South Broadway, used to tend bar 
for her .. She advised that MARIE MC MURTY, 1634 South 18th 
Street, was employed by her in Opal's Bar as a waitress. 

HIGHLY advised that should she gain any information 
concerning JAMES EARL RAY~ she would immediately contact the 
FBI. 
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MARIE MC MURTY, 1634 South 18th Street, St .. Louis, 
Missouri, was interviewed at her residence and furnished the 
following information: 

She was employed as a waitress at Opal's Bar, 
18J5 Lafayette, St. Louis, Missouri, in 1958, or 1959. 

She viewed photographs of subject~ JAMES EARL RAY 
as depicted on Federal Bureau of Investigation wanted flyer 
number 442-A dated April 19, 1968. She advised that she 
does not recall ever having seen RAY at Opal's Bar ~nd that 
the name, JAMES EARL RAY, had no significance to her prior 
to the recent publicity concerning him.. 

MC MU"rlTY advised she would immediately advise the 
FBI should she gain any information concerning RAY. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It -is the property of the FBI .and ia loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA GEORGE M. PEET; 

On May 15, 1968, RICHARD MISSAVAGE, Computer Section, 
St. Louis Police Department, advised that Field Interrogation 
Reports (FIR's - forms filled out regarding suspicious persons 
stopped and questioned but not arrested or booked) had been 
searched for a record of subject RAY under his name and known 
aliases with negative results. These reports cover the period 
November, 1967,to date for the entire city and were all that 
are available. 

On May 17, 1968, all original FIR's for 1967, which 
were available at Third District, St. Louis Police Department, 
which covers the area where subject RAY is known to have 
frequented, were also searched with negativerewlts. 

In addition, the FIR's were searched through computer 
for a record of JAMES LOMA OWENS, FBI number 139 770 7, on 
May 15, 1968, in an effort to ascertain his whereabouts for 
interview. 
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UNIDENTIFIED DEATHS 

Sergeant BUFORD MC GAHAN, Fingerprint Section, St. Louis, 
Missouri, Police Department, and MRS. HELEN TAYLOR, City Coroner, 
St. Louis, Missouri, advised SA JAMES T. DEARBORN on May 10, 1968, 
the Fingerprint Section of the St. Louis Police Department checks all 
unidentified cadavers in the City of St. Louis, Missouri, and 
obtains their fingerprints if the condition of the body will allow. 
These prints are then forwarded to the FBI IDENTIFICATION DIVISION. 
No unidentified white male cadavers have been ,found in the City of 
Sto Louis, Missouri, since April 4. 1968. 

On the same date Detective JOHN LARRISON, St. Louis County, 
Missouri, Police Department advised SA DEARBORN the same procedure 
is followed by his Department in St. Louis County, Missouri, and that 
no unidentified white male cadavers had been found since April 4, 
1968. 

Sergeant PAUL NAUMANN, Missouri State Highway Patrol, 
Troop C, Kirkwood, Missouri, advised SA DEARBORN, on the same date, 
that the Patrol performs a similar service for coroners and 
Police Departments in the rural areas of Missouri. 
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SALVATION ARMY AND OTHER CHARITABLE 
TYPE MISSION PROJECT 

In view of subject's habit of staying in flophouses and 
lower class rooming houses, the following charitable type missions were 
personally contacted, on the dates indicated, and furnished the 
Identification Order concerning subject. Subject was unknown to persons 
contacted; however, they indicated they would immediately contact this 
office in the event they observed him or received any information 
concerning him: 

<:'- i'ri'I .,,., n ·· 1"!!" S 
L,..ll .u. Cl !.JVlU.\L ' MISSOURI: 

NAh'iE 

SALVATION ARMY 
MEN's SOCIAL CENTER, 3949 Forest Park, 
JOHN MC ALLISTER - Personnel Director 

DIVISIONAL HEADQUARTERS, 2827 Clark 
MILDRED MAYBERRY - Director 

TOWER GROVE CITADEL, 1324 Tower Grove 
Captain E. C. ROLLIN - Director 

TEMPI£, 3110 Iowa 
Captain LEE SMITH - Director 

EUCLID AVENUE, 2618 North Euclid 
FRIEDA IL~RPER - Secretary 

Fl.ARBOR LIGHT, 915 Market 
HAROLD RICP.ARDS - Personnel Director 

CORPS AND YOlJTH CENTER, 416 S. Main 
(Sta Charles, Missouri), Captain 
ROBERT BUTTREY - Director 

EMPLOYMENT SERVICE, 915 Market 
Hl\ROLD RICHARDS - Personnel Director 

DATE AGENT 

5-24-68 JOSEPH A. DUBYAK 

" " 

" " " 

" " " 

" " " 

5-27-68 ALAN E. MCELWAIN 

" " " 

" " n 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




