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Lindell Boulevard, St. Louis, under Sister ANN CLARICE,
Supervisor of the '"Head Start Program” for this Archdiocese.
She was paid for her work by check from the Archdiocese,
although she understood that at least some of the funds for
the "Head Start Program®” were furnished the Archdiocese by
the Human Development Corporation, Mrz, PEPEER recalled
that she missed only one day from work during the entire -
reriod of her employment and that day was due to the 111ness
of her youngest child.

Mrs. PEPPER said her first knowledge of the escape
of her brother, JAMES EARL RAY, from the Missouri State
Penitentiary was when she heard or read news reports. regarding
the escape but she is unable to reczll the approximate time
she. heard such reports, However, since reported identification
of RAY as the alleged assassin of MARTIN LUTHER KING, Mrs.
PEPPER has heard or read reports to the effect that his
escape from the penitentiary was not officially reported or
given publicity for perhaps several weeks after the escape
occurred., Mrs, PEPPER; therefore, assumed that she herself
would not have learned of the escape from news reports until
perhapvs several weeks after the escape.
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On the previous evening, CHRIS CONDON rezported photo=
graphs and news concerning the Crape Vine Tavern owned by her
and operated by her brother, JOEN LARRY RAY, at St, Louis, She
believes this news coverage is very unfair to herszelf and to
her brother, JOHN.

At one poimt she commented that it is rather dis-
couvraging to know that she and many other people are paying
through taxes the expenses for a representative of the United
States Govermment to travel to London, Englamd, in behalf of
the Covernment for prosecution of her brother when she person-
21ly does not have monsy snough to afford to go there also.
She said it might be possible if she had momey to "help inm
his defense” in referring to her brother, JAMES EARL RAY, but
ghe did not comment further, She emphagized she has absolutely
no ivformagtion pertalmning to his activities within the past
saveral years,

She became sad and tearful is recalling incidents
of her childhood, mentioning that a Catholic childrem's home ,
not otherwise identified, was wrong in taking from her mother
nar three youngest children, namaly UESIE am& BUZZY .

Pf 1living, is now According to
the recent news, b2t she hes no other infore
mation concerning She knows that her mother never signed
DRYErs or gave any apoiroval ¥ who she
heard maAny years ago 2% She
wonld very much like to Know the wherseabdowl ¥ o She has
not seen her sister, SUSIE, who i merried and who lives in the
Ghicago, Illinois, aresa, Qince B2y 's funeral., Her mother,
of course, was an alcoholic,.

Her husband, ALBERT PEPPER; has indicated to her
he belleves they should obtain a gun of sowe kind “"for protection”
in view of recent publicity. She is afraid that Negroes may
attemplt to bharm them, She persomnally dirscted JORE RAY to close
tha tavernm for a few days. JOHN RAY, she believes I1s at home,
She talked to him by telephons whan %@ val;eﬂ ter from the
tavern where he had stopped for a few minutes on June 12, 1968,
She does not kmow when the tavern wili reopen,
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CAROL PEPPER -
EMPI.CYMENT

Sister ANN CLARICE, Supervisor, '"Head Start Program,"
for the Catholic Archdiocese, 4445 Lindell Boulevard, St. Louis,
Missouri, advised SA JOSEPH A, DUBYAK, June 7, 1968, her records
disclosed CAROL PEPPER of 7124 Shenandoah, St. Louis, Missouri,
was employed as a teachers aide upnder that program and under her
supervision at St., Joseph's Schoci, 12th and Russell, St. Louis,
Mizgowri, from 1966 until she voluntarily terminated such
employment on August 18, 1967, due tc the fact that she was moving
te 8t, Louis County.

During this period she worked from 8:00 A, M. to 4:00
P. M., each week day, except for one five-hour absence on one day in
February, 1967.

Her services were satisfactory.
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On at least one of these occasions when he was talking about
leaving the country, he indicated that he thought very highly”
of the way former German Army officer, I, N, SMITH, was running
the Rhodesian Government, JOHN RAY stated that this was merely
a passing comment and he did not attach any significance to it
but is mentioning it now because he is of the opinion that if
JAMES EARL RAY is alive, he is out of the country.

Again, JOHN LARRY RAY reiterated that he has no direct
or indirect knowledge of his brother, JAMES EARL RAY's present
whereabouts nor has he had any knowledge regarding this since
his escape from the Penitentiary.

He said again that his brother was not reported as an
escapee but rather on the first news report that he recalls
hearing was reported as missing. He denied that he ever spoke
to anyone of knowing that JAMES EARL RAY was in Omaha or Los
Angeles, California, other than the reported California visit
in the newspaper,

JOHN LARRY RAY advised that his brother JERRY RAY,
left St. Louis today to return to Chicago. JOHN LARRY RAY stated
that he is of the opinion from conversations with JERRY RAY

that JERRY RAY has no knowledge of JAMES EARL RAY's whereabouts.
He noted that JERRY RAY arrived in St. Louis last Friday night
from Chicago as previously advised and while in St. Louis since
last Friday visited with him and with CAROL PEPPER, their sister.

JOHN RAY stated that theyvisited JERRY RAYNES at his farm
in Center, Missouri, together using JERRY's automobile. They
remained all night on the occasion of the visit to Center, Missouri.
During conversations with "the old man" at Center, Missouri,

he gained the impression that he has no knowledge of JAMES EARL

RAY's whereabouts. since his escape from the Missouri State Penitentiary.
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for the arrest and conviction of JIM, however, did not gain this
impression from conversations with JIM, merely surmised it
because OWENS pleaded guilty amd got a lighter sentence than
JIM.

On viewing the Identification Order photographs,
JOHN RAY stated that the photograph with the crew cut looks
more iike his brother, JIM, to him, however, he noted this
is possibly because he does not recall sver seeing JId with
long hair, noting that he always wore a crew cut,

When questioned regarding his smiling reaction to
each question, he stated that his facial reaction is a nervous
reaction, Whluh in the past on questioning by the police has
caused him trouble. He stated that it is merely a nervous
r@acti@n and he is not eluding to any knowledge that he
mizbl be withholdins,

JOHN RAY stated that the name JAMES DAVID DAILEY
iz unknown to him but, when dquestioned regarding a man known
as "“J., D.," he does recall 2 man who owned a bar at Twelfth
and Morrison Street a number of years ago who was known as
"J, B, This individual later owned the Half-¥ay House
Resﬁaurant on Jefferson Avenus, He stated that he does not
beliieve that “J, D."” knows hin by nams, He stated the reason
he recalls "J, D,” was that on one occasion, while in the .
bar at Twelfth and Morrisen, “J, D,” "sisked" seven men on
him and later he caught “J, I,” alome and beat him up because
of this, He stated insofar as he knows his brother, JIM, is
unknown to "J, D,", however, he has no way of knowing whether
o nct they are zcguainted,

With regard to the money sent to the penitentiary
in 1963 in the amounts of $35.00, $65.0¢ and $50,00, he does
not recall sending those amounts and again reiterated that he
transferred no money from anvbody to or for JIM RAY while
he was in the penitentiary. He stated that he never sent
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JIM more thamn $15.00 or $20,00 at any given time, and he is of the
opinion that he may have sent some money to JIM under JERRY's
name, however, it would be amounts of $15.060 or $20.00 ox less,

He pointed out that he has never given anyone permission to

send money to his brother under his name and no one has ever
aprproached him in that 1egard.

He stated that about 1963 and possibly part of 1962,
for about four to six months, he resided at his grandmother's
rooming house on Mickory Street and the street which weuld be
directly behind this was commonly called "Gallie," however,
it is no longer in existence due to the routing of Interstate
Highway 55,

He stated that in 1964 and 1965 he went to Florida,
where he worked for a very short pericd of time at Flamingo
Cilty, whish is about ninety miles from Miami, believed to be in
the Everglades Naticnal Park. Thereafter, believed during
the same period of time, he went to New York City, remained a
shor: time and then went to work for a shert period of time
at the Concord Hotel in the Qatskill Mountains, just outside
of Hew York City. Thereafter, he reiturned to New York City
for a short periocd of time and drew unswployment,

Sometime theresfiter, he returnad to the Chicago area
where he worked in varlous country ciubs and in about October,
1966, he came to St. Louis. For a short period of time he
regided with his sister at 712 Shenandoah and then for a
couple of months resided at JOHN GAWRON's residence on South
Eleventh Street. Foilowing this he resided for about three
months at 1822 North Twenty-first Street., He then obtained
a room zt 200i or 2100 Russell for a short period of time and
in about October of 1967 rented an aparitment at 1912 California
Street, He kept that apartment for about three or four montihs,

He stated to the best of his recoilection for a
short period of time, about November or Decembexr, 1967, he
resided at 2010 Shenandoah and he alss recollects from about
August, 1987, or September, 1967, he roesided at 2012 Lafayette

)5
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and for a short period of time in the early part of 1967 he
also resided at 1806 or 1808 Lafaystte,

He stated that in between ail of the above-mentioned
residences he would stay sometimes a week or two at a time with
either his sister on Shenandoah or with JOHN CAWRON on Scuth
Eleventh Street and cccasionally stayed a few days at 1819 Park,
where his father, JERRY RAYNES, lived at the time,
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at various cheap hotels in the downtown area, exact names
unrecalled. He did say that he failed to find a suitable
business opened and while on the return trip to St. Louis

he decided to travel to Tijuana, Mexico. He related that

he had heard of the numerous dishonest people and thieves

in Mexico so while traveling through an unnamed town in Wyoming
he purchased $750 worth of travelers' checks. RAY stated
that he then drove to Tijuana and after his arrival there
stated it was extremely difficult for him to understand the
language, that he did not like the place, and within two
hours after his arrival departed en route to St. Louis, Mis-
souri.

RAY stated the entire trip required approximately
two weeks and he emphatically denied any knowledge of or contact
with his brother, JAMES EARL RAY, during the trip or at any
time following JAMES' escape from the Missouri State Peniten-
tiary. He stated he never knew that JAMES RAY was in California,
until the current publicity regarding him.

RAY added that upon his arrival in St. Louis during
the last week of August, 1967, he opened bank accounts at
the Manufacturers Bank and also the Jefferson-Gravois Bank.
He indicated that both accounts were opened as the combined
business hours of both banks were suitable to his own hours.
RAY stated that deposits to open these accounts were made
with the remaining cash he had on hand and the travelers'
checks which he purchased in Wyoming. -

RAY was questioned regarding the financial status
of his brother, JAMES RAY, while he was in the Missouri State
Penitentiary and RAY stated that he had no idea as. to how
much money JAMES had, however, he reiterated the previous
recollection of statements made by JAMES during visits to
the Missouri State Penitentiary that if he got out of the
penitentiary he would leave the country. JOHN RAY stated
that he assumed that his brother would have had sufficient
money to do just that. He denied any knowledge of sources
of income for his brother but he again assumed that if his . -
brother was involved in the sale of amphetamine or in the.
loan business while in the penitentiary he would then presumably
have made some money. RAY denied any knowledge or informa-
tion that anyone outside the penitentiary owed money to his
brother or was hdding money for him.

/15€¢
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He pointed out that since this paper has hit the
street he has been dodging newspaper reporters and television
coverage all day. He noted that he was contacted by JIM
BRADY of Channel 2, S8t. Louis, and tentatively agreed to meet
him at 1:00 p.m., this date for pictures of his place of.
business and of him for television purposes, however, said he
set up this meeting date as only a way of getting rid of
BRADY. Thereafter, he did not keep this appointment and
thereafter left his place of business sc¢ he could not be
located.

With regard to mailing postcards to his sister,
SUSAN, in Chicago, he noted thathe had sent her one from
Windsor, Ontario, Canada, and related the following as
incidental to this:

; He stated that shortly after his release from prison,
he wags living and working in the Chicago area and decided to
visit Detroit, Michigan, and New York, New York. He drove from
Chicagoe to Detroit and, while in Detroit, drove across the
bridge to Canzda. En route across the bridge, he was stopped
vy what he believed to be a United States Immigration Officer
whoe told him that he could not remain in Canada more than
twenty-four hours., Thereafter, he procseded to Windsor,
Ontaric, and remained that pight, during which time he mailed
this postcard to his sister, SUSAN. He returned the next
morning to Detroit., Then, instead of going to New York City,
he returnad teo the Chicago area,

With regard to the postcard of July 29, 1962, at
Washington, D. C., he does not specifically recall mailing
this card, however, has been in Washington, D. C., dates not
specificzlly recalled, on more than one occasion. He
indicated that he did travel extensively, noting that after
he worked for a while and got a few dollars ahead he would
take trips to varicus places in the United States without
giving amny particular thought as to where he was going. He
noted he has wvisited Plorida and all along the east coast up to
and incliuding New York City.
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With regard to the money that he deposited in his
bank accounts last August, he related the following that
immediately preceded those deposits:

He stated that his father, JERRY, sold the place at
1819 Park Avenue and received some $2,000,00 or more in cash from
this sale., Thereafter, JERRY gave this money to CAROL to
deposit in her bank account, however, a portion, believed to
be $1,000.00, was to be held by JOHN. He noted this was no
specific agreement, merely that they were together and he
intended to go to California and try to locate a small business
purchase, He noted that JERRY could have the impression that
CAROL got all the money to hold, however, recalls that JERRY
was present when he got the $1,000,00,

After the above, he proceeded to take a leisurely
trip en route to San Francisco and, while in some town in
dyoming he decided that he would change a portion of this
cash into Travelers Checks, which he did, He then proceeded
to Sazn Francisco, where he stayed approximately two weeks.
Whils in San Francisco, he discovered that in order to get a
liguor license you had to buy an existing license and these
business licenses were from $6,000,00 to $30,000,00 each, which
he could net afford. '

Thereafter, he drove south to San Diego and remained
approximately one week, On departure from San Diego, he visited
Tijuana, Mexico, for approximately two hours and thereafter
drove back to St, Louis,

He specifically stated that he does not know anyone
in the area traveled above and he does not know whether or not his
brother knows anyone in those areas, He again specifically
denied that he made any direct or indirect contact with his
brother or anybody acquainted with his brother during the
above-mentioned trip, He denied remaining in Los Angeles,
stating that he drove straight through Los Angeles, not
remaining for any period of time. He denied contacting anyone
in Los Angeles,
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He stated he cannot furnish the specific dates
that he was in San Francisco, San Diego or Tijuana, however,
would place it as the month or five weeks that immediately
preceded the date he opened two bank accounts with the
$1,300,00 and $1,350.00 deposits., He stated he opened these
accounts either the day or the day after he returmed to St.
Louis,

He noted that both he, his brother JERRY and his
father have at various times given CAROL money to deposit in
her account to hold for them. He stated that whenever he
needed money he would go to CAROL and get it and has no
idea who owes who what or whether the money is a loan or the
return of money previcusly given to CAROL. He stated he
assumes CAROL keeps some kind of accounting of this, however,
cannot be positive of this because it is never mentioned,

It is noted that JOHN LARRY RAY, in order to avoid
newspaper reporters, had left his personal car parked adjacent
to the Grapevine Tavern and proceeded to the place of the
above interview in a black 1965 or 1966 Mustang, bearing
Missouri License CBl1-627,

Missouri License CB1-627 is issued to MARGARET ECKER,
5660 Morganford, for a 1965 Ford Mustang.
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These bank records may be produced on issuance of
a subpoena duces tecum, which should be directed to Mr. A. G,
ARB, Vice-President, Jefferson - Gravois Bank, St. Louis,
Missouri.
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not recalled, that JbHN has not had any contact with JIM for
a number of years,

When the news was on television identifying the
assassin of MARTIN LUTHER KING as JAMES EARL RAY, she immedi-
ately telephonically contacted JOHN and asked JOHN if that
was his brother, JIM, that he had previously spoken of. She
described his answer as saying, "No, I don't know nothing
about it" and hung up.

Later on in a personal confrontation, JOHN said that
was his brother but he has not seen him in a long time. She
asked him why he had previously stated it was not him. He
indicated to her that his reason was that he wanted no know-
ledge of this connection around the Grape Vine Tavern for
business reasons and further for personal reasons wanted no
part of it inasmuch as he had not seen his brother in a very
long time.

REGAZZI described JOHN RAY as a man of low intellect,
however, slightly more intelligent than JERRY, who is close-

nouthed and has no close ties with anyone, specifically not
having any close family ties.

She stated it was her opinion that JOHN is not close
with anyone because of his personality complexes caused by
family problems when he was a child and his current speech
impediment. She stated that she does not believe that JOHN
lied to her about not having any knowledge of JIM because JOHN
is completely aware of her background noting that she is the
ex-wife of BOB REGAZZI, St. Louis burglar and stick-up man
and also associa ted with notorious St. Louis stick-up men
and burglars, IKE UNDERWOOD, JAMES STANLEY, MARVIN DALE BERRY,
and others of similar ilk, '

NAOMI REGAZZI advised that if she developed any
knowledge regarding the subject or any information or indi-
cation that JOHN RAY had any knowledge of the subject, she
would immediately notify the FBI.,

REGAZZI stated that she terminated her employment
for multiple reasons; one of them being health, however, the
real prime reason being that she felt that if the news leaks
out of JOHN's relationship to the subject and the fact that
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he operates the Grape Vine Tavern, that the Negro element who
reside in this integrated neighborhood might take reprisals by
using violence around the tavern, )

She stated that JOHN had also mentioned to her that
the FBI had been around talking to him and he could not under-
stand why because he had not seen his brother in a long time,
He was not specific about the time element, however, led her
to believe that it had been a number of years just by his
method of saying it, ’

REGAZZI stated that there is no prostitution around
the Grape Vine Tavern, however, a certain caliber of illiterate
hoosier girls hang out there and on occasion are promiscuous
with the customers at the taverm, however, not for pay.
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RE: JCHN LARRY RAY

MR, WAYNE HARRY, Passport Clerk, Office of the U. S.
Disteict Court Clerk, 12th and Market Streets, St. Louis, Missouri,
adviced SA HAROLD R. DOBSON, June 17, 1968, the files of his
office failed to disclose any application for passport made by
JOEN LARRY RAY, as of that date.

MR, HARRY noted it is possible for a resident of
St, Lowis to apply for a passport at numerous other locations

P oot

& o
ir this country.
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from ROEHRS which would assist in the investigation or the
location of JAMES EARL RAY,

MILFORD JAMES ROEHRS, 305 East Street, Sullivan,
Missouri, a member of the Sullivan Police Department, was
interviewed at his home on May 10, 1968, He readily ad-
mitted that he is a member of the Ku Klux Klan, but stated
he knows nothing about the escape of JAMES EARL RAY from
the Missouri State Penitentiary or the whereabouts of RAY,
He stated he had never heard of RAY until after he had been
identified in this case. He stated he has discussed this
case with several people, however, he has received no infor-
mation concerning this case through the Klan organization,
Any information which he has given, or statement he has made,
concerning this case would be his own personal opinion.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Iix. LOOE AZ
(OTHER OFFICES INVOLVED)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



1

SL: 44-775
MJW:CSD:jmb RE: LOOK ALIKE - JOHN FLAVEY

The following investigation was conducted by SAs
CHARLES S, DUKE and MARTIN JOHN WEBER at St. Louis County,
Missouri, on May 13, 1968:

ANN MENKE, Switchboard Operator, Holiday Inn North,
advised that she was on duty at approximately 3:00 p.m.,
May 12, 1968, when ROBERT HULL, Busman for Holiday Inn North,
mentioned a suspicious individual whom he had waited on in
Room 213 who did not want to go out of his room. Shortly
thereafter a girl called into Room 213. MENKE stated that
this was a local call, and she heard a portion of it
including the fact the individual in Room 213 would be in
his room all evening, and that this girl would call back
if she would be able to come over and see him. She mentioned
i.as Vegas and asked him how long it took him to get there,
She stated that her girl friend made it in two days.

MENKE advised that the occupant of Room 213 also
made several long distance telephone calls, and she believed
that they were all to Louisville, Kentucky, however, no
record of these calls were made and no calls were recorded
because this individual used a telephone credit card and
went directly through the telephone operator. MENKE advised
that she never ocbserved the occupant in Room 213 and observed
Wanted Flyer 442-A stating she does not know this individual
and has not seen anyone resembling him.

The following employees of the Holiday Inn North
were contacted, shown photographs of JAMES RAY and could
provide no positive information:

HARRY PCLK, Busman

JOYCE KETTENHOFEN, 36C Parc-Twaine, St. Louis

STEVEN R. NAUMANN, 2500 Green Briar Drive, Florissant
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