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Killed King,

D 7l
Ray Claims
ST. LOUIS (AP)—James Earl
Ray claims federal agents re-
cruited him ostensibly to help
overthrow Fidel Castro’s Cu-
ban regime, then they killed
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and
used him as the “fall guy.”
Way made the assertion in a
slatenent dictated to his brothe
er, Jerry, at the 'Tennessce
State Prison in Nashville, where
he is serving 99 years for mur-
dering the civil rights leader.
The statement was read by the
brother in a televised program
on station KMOX-TV here. -
. In the statement, thc con-
ivicted. killer said the federal
‘agents employed him during the
‘spring -of 1958. T
. «They- told me I was: help-
‘ing them to supply arms and |
| ‘guns to Cuba refugees to over-
throw Castro and the Commu-
nists -in Cuba,” Ray declared.
«] knew nothing about King
being in Memphis unti] -after|.
King had been killed2%.... ...
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0-9 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Date:  8/18/69

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

To: SAC, St, Louis

%rom: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN

~ Attached are two copies of an article which appeared in the
"Washington Evening Star" 8/15/69, indicating that in a statement read
by his brother, Jerry Ray, on station KMOX~TYV in St, Louis, James
Earl Ray claimed that Federal Agents recruited him ostensibly to
help overthrow Fidel Castro®s Cuban regime and then they killed K1ng
and used Ray as the "fall guy. "

The St, Louis Office through its appropriate sources should
obtain the complete detailed statement of Jerry Ray made on station
KMOX-TYV in St, Louis and forward this to the Bureau and take no
further action at this time, Handle immediately,
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T Bnclaud !or the Burau m t:lve MIFOX oopien ot
. tw gngc statemmnt allegedly dictated by JAMES RARL RAY
..~ to his brother JERRY RAY in the Tennessee State Prison at
-~ - Nashville. 8eccond page of this statement bears the
o signature of JAMES EARL m b\lt thu ugnamo m actnauy
o _.;_;wr).tton by er RA‘I. D o ST

A 'nu o.hws m wntidonthlly ud- ava:thble .
te m St. louis Office by ALIMANN, News Chief, KMOX~IY,

. . -Bt, louis, Mo, MANN advised that JERRY RAY nad the =

- .. statement in a taped interview and afterediting it, m-'rv
g _,;«;ama tho i.ntmzw mm durtng onning ot 8-14-89. o

e R m th mﬁéontuuy mtud that hu
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S 4R hping” JERRY RAY for the purpose of umvo:ing
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